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PREFACE. 


1 BPU, m*t valuable dependency of H» »iti.-b crown, fa oot of «be not 
taunting portions of the globe. Eve,, some ..f it* physic-.,t Mm «• *> “ » f 
T T , r -1l . .l. .l gnu,,lcnr. The stupcmlons nwuutnh. chain nhmg «* ",,nlK-n, iroouer 
risioc gradually ftum ,, plain ..f inexhaustible fertUtty. bra snowy ***** wind. tower 
neuriv"ix thousand feet til eve .he loftiest of any Other tonutry lit ether I, ensphere, 
while over the vast opm of ta ntaguftcently dhanWrd -«*»• ■*»** « TO 3 r 
pt^Ml of economical volee grows imtigcHously. or hoviug Iss,,, introduced mcaUm-atc 
*;a, max.*. Nor me Us moral lorn remarkable than it, physical fratarto. Io «e 

rugged recesses mnl jungly fart*. ™r»» »»-«. «W* i *° "V™** 1 ■*“ * 1 “’ r,EU “ L ' 
inhabitants, may still to seen in a state bordering on absolute tortonsm. The gnu 
toll, of the population, however, conmsta of a tare, or rather aggn-jntnm of races, "ho, 
though far advanced in civilieution, at h ast in the ordinary sense of the term. auc ihvv 
have for ages lived under tegular government, dwelt in huge and eptaulrd erties, and 
carried most of the art. of common life to high perfection, are yet tin- dupes and sh.ro, 
of a most del,lid, and galling superstition. That the dominant class, to winch all oihera 
m subservient, should to full of religions a-al,is nothing mate lhan aught have *.•„ 
em wctol, but» new phase of human mWt»» «, to presented when those>mig 
flu- lower grades of the nodal mala a» »e> submitting without a murmur to to „ « 
over, and treated as mere outcasts whoso very touch is poDntonu What mate, tins 
submission the more extraordinary. is that those who -amplify it are bynn nuema 
deficient in natural acuteness, and. on the contrary, often give p*«-& of mtettvtnnl 
eultrue. HindooisrL though little tow than a tissue of obscene and monstmu* fances. 
not only counts its domination by thousand* of years, hat ran boost of havurg «*1 «oong 
i votories, men vL, in the age. in which they lived, extended the tounito nc oft.mw- 
toW, and carried some of the .l-u.ro* of the sciences to a I,eight wind, .hey had 
never raaetod b/fotm This renmvkut.le combination of pare hrtelta* anJ gravelling 
juipcratition, nowhere die,,laved ao strikingly and unequivotoily as m Imlm gtsm a 
peculiar value etc, to that port of its history which, minting only to ,ts *cml ware, to 

BfiecfflfirilT ill.' Lst fruitful in Mining inclikuU 

8. long as the leading powera of Europe made India a kiad of common tottle-n.-ld. 
nu which tliav tot to contend for supremacy, «o one nation could la- sa.J to parade any 
exclusive or peculiar interest in its aflaira; 1*1 from the moment when Great Brdmn -oo. 
forth, virtually if not formally recognised as the ,«ramnnnt power, the limtory of both to .■ 
tries became in « manner identified, and ought therefore to be cud,VI a, one great whole 
The vast space which sepmtra them is a mere circumstance winch, if ,t have m,y wt. t > 






Vi 


ritEt'Aci: 


dl, nuirbL hUJwt toi&cnusc tin* iutomstof the British mu) it, win. In nut <ml) introduci-d 
to new mbuu* and new modes of -ik'iei! existence, but follow* bb eoimtrynjon -itcp by *ii-p, 
■ind loot tliwa in a new sphere dbjdajing the same umitiilled talon to, civil uiul military, 
the WW i n tioiuiinble murage mid perseverance, the «unc enlightenf’d, humane, ami 
gxineions spirit, which Imve placid Great Britain ui Lhe lieiid of modem natii jn, ami 
given her tliv? largirtt and might lent umpire that l)u- world ha* yet tohebL While India 
W4i3j placed under a kind of tutelage, und thi>» minuted wh li it* Administration, instead 
tif I'ncwintgii'g, systenittlit'iiUy repressed the public cmiiwttv, thttre wilh doubt] i*^ 
excuse lor n f«ding of apathy in regard to its affairs; hut iiow that the aiiiiumloiia form 
of government !ui* km nl> lidied, ami the Queen, ruling India hi her mW'd i mmu wfthoftt 
any adventitious into mud inn, lias culled tijiou her loving subject# to unite -witli her in 
developing its resjjurces, ns one of the tnosr effectmd mean# of promoting tin. general 
wclfat'Hj .if all her duimmotiA, fmw can the call be prO]*nh rt^nunled unless the actual 
dreutestances of the ocmiittiy, find the whole course of event* by wliicb these have Ipeheuj 
formed—in other wordy, nil the iletoQs ol im history—uro vurefuJic studied I 

A MilyE-e! j*f mrjjurtont and w> attiwdive u* that of India could not fail to enjsage 
tin 1 pen# of many writers. und accordingly a number of works relating to il has nppt ami, 
sfiuie of them by di5tinguLstu d xium* who him no utmnjiortani port in many or the tr-Liun 
notions which they narrate, T*» all these wurft^, liw!rcr t dim U oho curious nbjecthra, 
wdiich, without iiii|ii]giiij r g tl«ir merit*, goo* to prove that a f;.r from e-doiusting thu 
•object* they Imve left inijurtiuit blanks whichdej nviTtkem of the character of complete 
histories. Souk: of them ;iro professedly confined to particular j^riniU nr p.irticJiLir 
jrrovhwx^; while other- of » more gone ml deacriplton either aanit part of the ouriier 
hlrtoty , “r after hringing it down im far as was practicable at the time* stop diort at the 
very fM'rir.id when It butomca ut once most intfmtiii» uud mod Untrue the. Tbe profit 
wsu'k, which dllbr> frotn thnm in plan, and hi abo intended to l - of a more [Mipulur 
cliurai’tor, wit* nnilertakcn in the belief that if written after due research, in a pctspicii- 
hjk- hijii, and with strki iuipartiulity. it might supply » want which htitl long been felt, 
and to which meetmt evenly hud given much mlditiDiml urgency. It k, ub ita ncunn iinpUoH, 
u Compruht-ndTe iUsdory of Indin, U'guining with ito onrUesct p^rimh mid entitliimad, 
without the hucwn ^misdon of any tran.oictiou of unjwrtanoe, to the jbnescitt tunc. In 
compodng ib tlie author hoa tmt trusted to prtMn ecmpUatiou*, 'hut dorivnl hk 
Eimti i i . : i . ir i n lah as jh edible fmtn original uud ollkiid snorcey. How far 1 te hoa succeeded, 
it nmvaii i H for his readers to decide. The only part of the work on which he ventoto* 
to ojitid^tu the judgment of the public is that of the m«|K*, jihunv and in inn runs [i lito nv- 
o hlidi, independently of tlmir nsraitaa uinbelikhinniitH, bring till the jotuling topka ef 
tin- history- its cuiupigii^ it* bottle-fidda, ita cities, and other 1 ■ -> . 1 1 ji ■. .n.tl mop its 
inoct oclelirated pemmsgm—immedintoly before the.- eye, in u uunmor which not only docs 
tnuch credit in tlmsrc r'lnjiloyc-il upon them, but Juiibl gitntlv fudlituto the intelHgvnt 
perusal of the hktory ito,-lf, * * 
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HISTORY OF INDIA. 



INTRODUCTION. 


i _ # 


ONG after the name of India had Income familiar in the fff 
earliest seats of civilUntiim in the Mediterranean, tittle more ^ 

mrn ffilliV. 

wtm known of the country designated by it, than tlmt it 
was a region of vast extent situated in the far East, near 
I.|»e outermost verge of the known world. From tile in- 
habitants themselves no sidrUfaetory information could Ik 1 
obtained Aocoatomed to veil everything in mystery, they 
divided the terrestrial globe into seven ifap* or kkmk each 
enuHn passed by its own peculiar ocean t and placing the habitation 
of the In mum race in Jutumoodeep. which is nearest the centre, and 
connsts partly of Mem* a mountain of gold of enormous height, reaching 
p fkr Ijeneiith as above the surface* appropriated to themselves one of its 
most highly favoured localities , 1 Tins notions of the Greeks, though dia%ured 
and obscured by fable, Were of a more definite description, instead of allowing 
hkiitney to run riot, Herodotus diligently consulted the few tonnes of know ¬ 
ledge within bis reach, and honestly communicated the result. According h> 
him, India was, as It.- name implies, the country drained by the Indus, and 
n insisted of two great divisions—a western* which was included in the Feman 
empire. and formed the largest, as well a? the ni'ist pri.Hluctivo ol the twenty 
sutnipies or provinces into which that empire was then divided; and un eastern* 
which, stretching be von d the limits supposed to iw habitable, ternnii.. ■> ■ ! in a 
Handy desert . 1 Crude as these ideas are, so little was done to correct or enlarge 
them, that when Alexander, during hia celebrated expedition, first reached the ^ 
Indus, be mistook It for the Nile, Fortunately lie twk the most effectual 
TTigfflw to undeceive hitnapf, by fitting out □ fleet, and giving the corctmand of 
it to Neurchua, who, after descending the river to its month in the ocean* con¬ 
tinu'd bis coulee westwards along the shores of the Arebian Sea, and finally 


i GLuKina A*itk JUM voL El. ft H* eunniM Itffc IMU of HimIm gwgrtfl'J- 
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arrived iu the Persian Gulf Alaxanrk-r, vl had (u^ontpaaiietl Niiirdiits in 
his descent* jitter wards {tee^inpli.shed the rest uf the dii 4 tuiu.tr nvyrluiuL 

Two great ruutt^ to India bud thus ln?cn simultaneously explored As u 


■ UPT 4 



111! - L'if Tlir. Jl‘Miu,*iEhU:r j 


nn “ nl regnlnr intercom* with tt rapi.Uy incrw^l, and j,, 

tiynre and dime™!™, begun to he better imderrtood. Ample evidence ,.f this 
isfarmshed bv tl,o Werfc. of Strabo and Ptolemy. and yet it cannot be denied, 
'but iv]tli nil their mdnstrj' and sagacity, they have rather distorted tliim .K 
I men toil ]ndia. The maritime portion, in [nrticiUnr. is miserably curtailed, and 
its characteristic projection, instead of forming the vertex of a 'trinngl,, U eon- 


pSSasrSSr 1 , 1 "' 


frcili wai-er- 








































introdt - ' t p>n. 


u 


vetted into the side of a square 1 It in not difficult to account for this serious 
blunder, which, indeed, is only one of the many which it wais impossibly to 
avoid, so long as the only accounts of the cotmtiy were derived from travellers 
who reached it by journeying across inhospitable deserts, or navigators who, in 
the infamy of their art, effected a !mig and perilous passage bv following the 
windings of the intervening shorn; A great advance was mtole when the 
Portuguese doubled the Cape of Good Hope. From that tame, the Indian coast 
beoaioe accessible in all directions, and its outline was easily traced To map '' L ’"‘ : " n£ * 
out the interior was a work of greater difficulty—a work in which little progress 
could be made while the straggle for supremacy in the East remained undecided 
No sooner, however, were the foundations of our Indi;ui empire securely laid. 



than the necessity of obtaining n thorough knowledge of its surface was w«J*m 
urgently felt Accordingly, in addition to district surveys one embracing the 
country in all its length ami breadth has been undertaken at the Instance of 
government , and carried on with all the aids which the rotlneun-nts of modern 
science supply In this way, most of the blanks In I ndian geograplij’ have been 
tilled up, and u map, not unworthy of the vast and magnificent country which 
it delineate, is Advancing to completion. 

In the course of the following work, the important purjKises to which the 
valuable materiadi accumulated by these surveys are applicable will often be- 

1 FDfUjtri ?toJturi rffj* anm fartitubrij- tli* Ulutnliv« mi|j< in vot, i 
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HISTORY OF INDIA, 


come apparent; hut In the meantime it seems iin possible to employ them to 
better account than in furnishing the gnmmlwr>rk of a brief sketch, which, in 
exhibiting the leading features id the geography r>f India, will k at once an 
appropriate introduction and a useful guide to the study of Its lifetory. 

India, taken In its widest sense as a common name for nil the contiguous 
^.luinriaiL territories in Asia, which are directly or indirectly subject to British rule, lies 
between S' and ST 7 north latitude, and 66’and 99P east longitude. Within these 
limits, which extend north and south from the Himalaya to Cape Comorin, and 
west and east from Afghanistan and Beloochistan to the Borman empire, it 
covers an area of a million and a half of square miles, ami contains one hundred 
and eighty millions of inhabitants. As these enormous numbers are not easily 
comprehended, a more definite idea may be formed, by considering that the 
space b< about twelve times, and the population six times, greater than those 
of the British Islands. The portion of these vast dominions lying east of tin* 
Buy uf Bengal, consisting chiefly of acquisitions from the B ;nra* -se :\m only 
politically as*elated with India; and, basing few features in common with it, 
may for the present be left out of view. The other and far larger portion, to 
which the name of India Is more property applied, forms one compact whole, 
and is, for the most part, well defined by natural boundaries. According to Ft 

u.r. sM .. division of .ancient date, it oonsisLs of Hindoostan and the I>wan_the femusr 

designation meaning the Land of the Hindoo, and the Litter the Land of the 
South. The line of demarcation between the divisions is marked by the 
Vinilhya Mountains, which stretch irregularly across the country ftvm sea to 
sea, between the mouths of the Indus and the finn^es. 

Hindoostan, thus defined, includes the whole of India which lies contiguous 
to other jjarta of the Asiatic continent, and consists almost entirely of two 
great river basing—that of the Indus In the west, and that of the Cam res in the 

O 

east Both bawl ns have a common and magnificent boundary in the north, 
where the Himalaya, by far the loftiest mountain system in the world, with 
snowy summits which, measured from the level of the sea, have more than five 
miles of vertical height, diverges as from a central nucleus in opposite directions 
—cm the one hand* sloping north-west, and giving its waters chiefly to the 
ii* Indus, and on the other, curving round toward the east, and supplying Inmi- 
membfe feeders to the Ganges, The basin of the Indus has its greatest length 
from north to smith, and. with exception of the beautiful valley of Cashmere 
and of the Punjab, is remarkable for a barrenness which, in its lower port, 
becomes so great that cultivation Is confined to the breadth of a ibw miles mi 
either side of the river, while the adjacent country is converted into a desert. 
Thin desert, stretching away to the east and iLOrtlHasl. for several hundred 
miles, lias its occasional bases, but L\ for the most part, n sandy waste, mono 
toncuLs and dreary in the extreme 

On entering the Imsin of the Ganges, a striking contrast is presented. On 
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the north mule, the Himalaya, descending by a series of magnificent terraces n^sn *r o?* 
%yitli parallel or intercceting a alleys, approaches the edge of an immense plain 
of surpuamg and fertility. sloping gently from west to east, and tra¬ 

versed near its centra by n majestic river. On both sides, chiefly from this 
nirniibya, but partly also from the Vindhya range,. it hi joined by numerous 
tributaries, which so augment its volume that it becomes in a manner encum¬ 
bered with its spaIs, aiul unable to cany thorn along in one undivided channel 
Accordingly, in the lower part of its course, it throws off numerous brandies, 
which form a kind of network across its delta. A little lower down it coni 
mimicntes with the Brahmapootra, coming from the east, and carrying a volume 
of water little if at all inferior to it? owtl The difficulty of discharge is thus 
greatly increased, and can only be met by an additional number of outlets 
In the dry season, these flow wit hi n their banka, and have the appearance of 
independent streams - t but when the waters ride, a sudden overflow takes place, 
and the whole country is covered for many miles around with one vast inunda¬ 
tion, A similar result is produced on the lower Huts of th e Indus; and one 
consequence is. that frith rivers W-ome far less available For navigation than 
might be supposed from the volumes of water which they carry. The channels 
becoming shallow and attenuated in proportion to then* number, it is difficult 
to find any single one which large vessels cun safely u_se T 

The two great basins now described do not completely exhaust the whole 
area included within the Himalaya and the Vindhya range; and therefore it is 
necessary to mention, that the ramifications of the range cover a considerable 
tract of great beauty and fertility, which belongs to what h m been called 
Central India, and is drained 1 ,y the independent basins of the NVbudda and 
the Taptec, whidi carry its waters west to the Gulf of Cambay. 

The Deccan, the other great ill vision of India, is washed by the ocean on 
Eiii aides bitt one, and Ls hence, though not with strict Accuracy , usually described 
;ls a peninsula. It is in the form of an immense triangle, which testa on the 
Vitldbya range as its liftse, and terminates in Cape Comorin its its vortex. Of 
its two sides, one running S.S.E, in an almost unbroken line, faces the Arabian 
Sea, the other, whose continuity b more broken, lies south-west, and faces the 
Buy of Bengal. Names so common as not to be unworthy of notice serve to 
distinguish the lower halves of the adfea—that -ui die west bring usually 
designated us the Malabar, and that on the east as the CotmmkM coast 

The structure of the Deccan is very simple, N'?t inf from tin* opposite 
extremities of the Vindhya range, whose greats height is not supposed to 
exceed 3000 feet, two mountain chains proceed, Jind stretch southward in direc¬ 
tion* nearly parallel hi tin? coasts That on the west, called the Western wj™ 
Ghauts, is continued to Cape Comorin* It* loftiestsummits, which are situated 
between bt Hr ami I5\ rise to about 6000 feet. Towards the .sea, from which 
It seldom recedes mmv tfrm forty mite.it is very praripitou&j towards the 
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land, which in many parts. almost equals it in height, its slope is always 
gradual, and occasionally imperceptible. On both sides it is clothed with mag¬ 
nificent timber, and displays much grand scenery. 

The Eastern Ghauts is a less elevated and Dimer range. Its loftiest summits 
are not above 3000 feet, and its distance from the sea is so considerable that 
the descent is seldom abrupt In its course southwards, instead of lieiug con¬ 
tinued to the extremity, it stops about midway, and turning gradually south-west, 
meets with n transverse range called the Neilghorry Hills, which have summits 
exceeding 7000 feet, and by which it becomes linked with the Western Ghauts. 
In this way a new triangle, with sides composed of mountain ranges, is formed 
within that of the Deccan, and incloses an elevated table-land, which has a 
gradual but continuous slope eastward from the Western Ghauts to the sea. 
In aeconlance with this slope, all the rivers of any magnitude—the Mnhanuddy. 
the Gmlavery. the Krishna, the Peiiunr, the Pelnr, and the Coleroon or Cavery, 
cany tlie drainage to the Bay of BengaL This table-land cannot lioast the 
fertility of the basin of the Ganges, because, while it is exposed to a more 
scorching beat, it bus no streams fed by perpetual snow. The torrents of rain, 
however, which periodically descend on the Western Glimits, compensate in 
some degree for this defect and provide the means of a system of irrigation, 
which, carried on by collecting the superfluous water in immense tanks during 
the rainy season, at one time made many parts of the Deccan proverbial for 
beauty and productiveness. Unfortunately, in too many districts of the country, 
and more especially in those where native misrule still continues, many of these 
Dinks are in ruins, and sterility has returned. 

The geology of India lias not been fully investigated, but what is known 
seems to show that its leading features are less complicated than those of most 
other countries. All the great mountain ranges are composed of the nicks 
usually classified as granitic. In the stupendous heights of the Himalaya 
gneiss is particularly predominant and is associated with mica schist horn¬ 
blende-schist chloride-slate, and primitive limestone. In the chains of the penin¬ 
sula the same nicks prevail—granite in the south-west and south, and sienite in 
khe south-east, covering a considerable portion of the surface, and composing 
some of the highest peaks. One great exception to this predominance of granite 
and its accompanying schists is in the southern portion of the Western Ghauts, 
where these rocks disappear beneath the surface, and are overlaid by a peculiar 
sjiecies of inin day, which, from its being so soft where it lies as to be easily cut 
by the spade, and hardening on exposure to the air so us D» 1*? fit for building, 
has received the name of laterite or brick-stone. This mineral, instead of being 
a mere local deposit, almost assumes the dignity of a distinct formation, continu¬ 
ing with little interruption to the extremity of the continent, and even re- 
nppearing beyond it in the Island of Ceylon. 

Another great exception to the predominance of granitic rocks is in the 
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upper j^rt >f tin 1 Wesfoan Ghnute and the adjoining ramifications of the h^aii-o 
V indhyn range. Here UuHtltie trap, in it* various forms of prismatic, mlumnar, "** 
globular, tabular, porphyrltie, and amygdaloid, spreads out as an overlying rock, 
to an extent nnapmlh*d, it is bellevatl, in any other part of the world A wry 
hirge portion <if the table-latid of the iJeettin U entirely covered hy it. Nut 
tm frequently both the tmp and the granite pie rev the surface abruptly, icml rise 
in precipitous isolated irmsses of considerable height Many of these shim hug 
out prominently from the surrounding plains and crowned with hill-forts, farm 
the most remarkable features in the latulscupe, 

nirs more regular strata "f the w.)ii'Wv and tertiurv periods are largely 
herehpped on the lower fades of the Himalaya, and occupy considerable tracts iu ma 
various other localities Many of the sandstones and shale* of the former |N-ri"d 
belong to the coni measures; and ooid has not only Iwsan found nt Severn] places, 
but is actually worked, particularly in the valley of the Damooda in the district 
of Burdwnn, where a coal field with a urn in seaiu !J feet in thickness has been 
carefully explored and found to extend over a large area, The proximity +<f 
this held to the capital, from which it Is about 150 miles norlh-wt-st, and this 
tiicility of carriage by water, and new also by roib have brought it early into 
untitv; but there cannot be u doul.it that there are many Other fields equally 
premising. and, at nil events, productive enough to supply the demand about to 
be created by Lhe establishment of ril extensive system of railways, The tertiary 
font]mi'ui apjienrs t-> obtain it* greatest breadth in the mirth-west, tow:Lrds 
Sonde and the Punjab, from which, and the mountains of adjacent district,*, 
fossil remains of singular forms and gigantic dimensions have recently lictm 
brought tn enrich our museums, 

“3- 

It must be admitted that, as a mineral country. India lues not yet proved its 
title to a prominent place. Though in undent times gold was so abundant, that 
the ludinu was the only one of the Persian satrapies which paid its tribute in 
that preutuus metal, it has now only a few washing^ which are hy no means 
productive. Its diamond mines also, mice m famous, have long been exhausted 
Besides the coal already mentaoned, the only mineral products of much ecomnub 
ad value ate cop[>er, of which several mines are worked t iron, from which steel 
of the finest quality is manufactured; nitre, so abundant as to form an im|H>r- 
lant article of expert; and wilt, said to exist in beds which are inexhaustible. 

Of the 2d‘ of north latitude over which India extend*, 15p are within tin- 
tropical, and 1 ip within the temperate zone. Taking this fact only into view, 

it might be easy to give the theory of its ... hut It would merely be to . 

show how widely in this ease, as in many others, theory differs from reidity. 

The jiosititm «f a country relatively to the equator, simply shows how long and 
hnw intensely the sun during it' ruitiual revolution will shine upon it, but 
given no information, as to the modifying causes hy which, often far more 
than by degrees of latitude, tbs climate m determined. In regard to India 
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these c*ua« are bo numerous and cerate so differently In different I' H Wli ff ft 
that it may be truly said to Hava not one, hut many dinwtea Northwards a 
few degrtts from the tropic, it has j \ reghm in which Know :uid ice nro ju v.-r 
WATitiJig' ; westward^ it lias a desert with tin? parched plains and scorching hiMvtM 
of the African Sahara; eastward*. it has a detip alluvial basin overcharge! with 
moisture; and southwards,while the isothermal Jin. indictingthegreatest ipmu- 
tity of mean urmmd heat on the surface of the gtobc^ mmm it obliquely ftotn 
tile < aramarultd to the Malabar coast the Ndlglierry Ililb, situated nearly in 
the same latitude enjoy the climate of the finest part of the temperate 
Whore so many anomalies exist, it would obviously be xmpowdbk 1 to give an 
adequate description, without entering into numerous complicated details; and 
therefore the utmost which tau here be done is to point out a few fetum-, ^ 
which, though much diversified by circumstances, may be coiixiclered ehume- 


teristic of the dimate of India 

The most prominent of these features are heat and humidity—heat prodmvd 
dlieif v l>v the direct action of the sun’s, rays, but ink'iudfitHl in rn-my district* by 
a low level, a naturally arid soil, and sultry wind* fram other countries; and 
humidity not derived, asm Eurapt\ from moderate showers, tuning mor r or 
Jessi at all reasons, but the result of rain* which occur regularly at >,t,iT j.—I prrhidH 
ami are so copious and ince&imt n» often to j.mi down more water b a month 
than fills in any part of England in a year. In London. the mean annual tom- 
I^mture is in Gakuttei* is 7T37 ; ; in Bombay, £) 9 - in Maxima 

ttj lex to perceive the full ctfooi m! these differences, it is necessary to attend 
ti> tlw annual range of temperature, or the innutar of ik-grwa la hv.vn the 

greatest mean beat and the greatest mean cold. In London, this mage mm.re 

tono W than 40 3°, wlwrests in the above three cities it amounts reflectively in 
n " m ' hlv Tf|rm t,J H’ a ‘- JU°;iuid j r In other Wtmk heat i«, far more equally d|f. 
IWiI in Indk tlian in our own island; and the complete cessation of vegetation 
whit^h Dikes place in the Utter dining the rigour of whiter, b tetelly unknown 
m tfae **“ An *1'*% &nkmg contrast ap|K-nre in the deg TO * ,'f ^aadMs 

Tlie average annual full of rain in England is 33 inches I,, UoiuKi v,. huge*a 
quantity has been known to fall in twelve days, white the average of flioynw is 
uIjoul 80 hiche*. On the M<d*bar coast and many parte of Hit Waste ru Ghauts 
ewn tlite quantity is hugely 0W«daUi>.i Hi, average h*, W t not minted at IJJfi 
mchi^ Tins however, is only a local extreme. In I ‘almitta, the range of the 
mil h from SO to 85 niches; and on Hie Coromandel in the neighUmr- 
iiood of Madras, the mutual average of England is sopped lwt te bo exooedbd 
Uc gteat agents in regulating rt,r climate of India and fixing it, character, 
are the ^nodiml winds known by the name of monsoon* With the interval of 
rt ***** ll "V ***» the year l,hn T „ tlwm-tbe one idling ragubrlv 
_ ' ro ^ l,ortlw »* teu October to March, and the other from lW ^iiith west 
fr-.u, Apnl to September. He nottUwt man-, -«, k strictly sinking, t,tunticii 
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with the north-east trade-wind, and would aoctioHnelv blow without interrum Th " 

■ r MMM 

tii id threuiglmnt fclir year, were it aid brought under tin: jnilueiiee of u great 
^ urn Uniting caii^v. Thk is found on the central plains of Asia, which, 
becoming immoderately heated while the sun ia north of the equator. rarify the 
surrounding air and thereby disturb this atmrapkerioil equilibrium. To naffon* 

(tv ft current of wider air lo gins to rush in from the Indian < Jeusin. A kind of 
struggle takes place—the north-cost monsoon endeavouring to mninluim its direc- 
tiort. while the new current endeavours tu establish iU uwcriifitiuey In tin* 
struggle, tlie north-east monsoon ia placed at great ihsid vantago. for ut the very 
time when it is engaged with its opponent, part of its own force* are diverted, Tt «a™ u, *» 
tind drawn off to the regions where the equilibrium Iielh lueeii disturbed. After 
u month of warfare, in which all the L-lemcU(.6 >eem to mingle, and thunder- 
stuniiii and liumeaner rage with the greatest fury, the new current prevails, 
and becomes established as the south-west monsoon. After Mowing for nearly 
half a year, a new state of the ntmaHphere is superinduced The overheated 
Asiatic plain* are cooled down by the auiis departure for the south, the aerial 
struggle, with its aecoinpauyi&g thunder ami hurricanes, is renewed, anil iu about 
a month the north-east monsoon, recovering ifc» superiority, logins lignin Lo blow' 1 

Tim i Meets of the monsoons in determining the dumte of India art very n-rfr 

I 1 ITT- UliUfiU 

remarkable. Tin* >*mtls west monsoon, m blowing over the Indian Ocean, 
iwpiimi-jt fttnm hftpp tl with vaimur, which, ladng suddenly condensed on the heights 
of the Western U limits, is discharged in. torrent*. Thus deprived of its contents 
mi font as it arrive.-^ on the Malabar ^wwi. it, blows acresa the country, and arrives 
at the L'uromajnlcl must us a dry Yi iftd This coast, accorelingl v. and the eastern 
I mart of die Deccan, generally at tliL* time receive no direct supplier of min, and 
iavorne in i>insei|iiencc so pordioh that the culture <'t the ground would Wnme 
impost Mu. W« IV it lint that iti-vu of the rivers, having their semroes in the West¬ 
ern Ghauts, bejvunv filled to overlie wing and thus furnish the means of carry¬ 
ing on an exteusEve system of irrigation. Beyond the limits of the Western 
I dumbs, the low plains near the mouth* of tire* Indus, and the sandy dtwert to 
the enai and north, are unable to attract any moisture from the monsoon which 
nuw arrives wi: 11 charged with water *» the heights of the Himalaya Being 
here deflated, it descends into the basin of the Gauge?, and finodg the lower 
plains of Bengal The Houthrwetft monsoon having run its coun>e, the north-east 
men ■■.in m repeal the process, though on a uncnewhid minor Scale, l^uaa the 
Bay uf Bengnl. from w hich the moisture Lh derived, is of less extent, and there¬ 
fore nimble to supply it m copiously. 

The course of the seasons in India will now be rfunly iiiutfinsto rd In the 
British Wanda, and in the Umpenire zone generally winter, spring, hoi timer, 
and autumn succeed each other, and the year performs it* round of grateful 
vichfidi tides. lu I ml hi an entirely different arrangement takes place: and t i : . - 

* 3f(uvry, IV Aa, «*- 47* in wc, 4Ty„ 
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iWily seasons which cn.n In; pro|ierly nfrcngomaJ ure the mt<ny, the coot and the 
}iOi, The boundaries between them are jmt very exactly dclmcd. becaime the 
rnins which may t*i eon-fidered as the (.■omtnenccnijau of [lie y^tr, (in net l*}gin. 
even mi the same isdc of die continent-. at the same period On the MnJitbar 
coast. (hr iiwtafii*, they are retarded iu profi^ng northwards, and Imvt; ropb 
tmsly flooded some districts at least n month before they tiegiu to faf I in others. 
A* India lie* wholly no the mirth wide of the collator, the omul and the hot 
seaLsoDN should oorreep^mt nearly with our nwti winter and summer; but with¬ 
out entering ton much into detail und specifying the jicvTilhiritiva of different 
districts it Lw ahooab impossible to make any statement, in general temry which 
would not mislead The mode of illustrating the seasons will therefore lie 
to select a particular locality; and give a short dv-*cription of it- year Calcutta 
being adopted for this purpose, the cycl 0 will tie as follows After nearly a 
month of storms. connected with the setting in of the monsoon, tin- rains uom- 
mPiKJe rtlvout the beginning June, and continue, with licoasioiul short inter¬ 
vals till the middle of October A brief stormy period ensues, and then, in 
November, the air Laving previously cleared up, die cool sujLHoh begins. At 
first the weather Lh ftiimnd pleasant, and the sky, generally free fr m L-hiuds, is 
of u deep blue. 1 n December, figs become frequent towards evening, and con- 
tiiuiw mihpikrii tilt rile morning sun diapers*?* them Both m this mouth and 
in January, the thermometer ranges from 47 to 1S\ but the air feds col dor than 
the lower of flow number* might fie expected to indicate Cold but bracing 
winds from the north mid west douhtleag contribute to this result In February 
the thermometer begins to rise, and generally heftire it . Io-k- tbr but schkou lias 
commenced During the three following montim the heat n ntiimt's to iitrreast% 
but is greatly relieved by winiU and storms till May. wlu n an oppressive stih 
ness prevail* at once unnerving the hotly and depr-sing the mind. With 
tliis <lkigreeable month die .^ensurt close*, and the annual ev-.do wodn bodns 
!» beat and humidity India possesses the two main jigerjis of luxuriant 
vegetation * )ti it- lower plains tin- most valuable plnm* of the tranks hjv indb 
geiiotLi or acclimatized, mid on its loftier heights foresU of tin nnhhst trew 
stwcnil of them of a pcL-tiiiar t>-jn fiimiidi inexltrifetiU* mppliw of the flnfiet 
timber, including the teak, winch rovers the rugged ternwti of tl,e Wastorti 
Uhunts. Equally deserving of notice an tin- magtiiHecnt wm4y nmphitWitivH 
which rLs.: siaw^dvely on the Hitnalnya. till the limit* of the vegetable kingdom 
[ire approached, Among tlu plants which belong exclu-dvelv to India, or. 
while posted in Lemmon with other cuuufma. ure m widely diffused over it 
ns to form a leading feature in iu l otanv, ure the bamboo which, though truly 
a grass. shoots up in one t season to die height of 60 feet, und in another become* 
MI cmi4olid.itcd in ir^ texture as to supply most of the i rdiimry. and some of 
the ornament .td purposes ti) which timW in applied; jmlnu m almost undies* 
variety including the cucoa-niit |ftbn—the most useful of it* dwss_^ibn m,^o. 
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the oreca, and the great fun-palm—n majestic tree, with u leaf of such extra- v**rut«o». 
ordinary dimensions that a dozen men could take shelter under it ; the bobul 
tree, one of the moat lieautiful and useful of acacias; the sandal-wood tree, valued 
in the East for the perfume, and in Euro]*' for the dye which it yields; spice- 
1 ►earing plants and trees, including among others the pep]<r-vine, whicli entwines 
among the cocoas and other palms of tlie Malabar coast, and forms a consider¬ 
able article of export; the bread-fruit tree, the banana, and above all the mango, 
at once the finest and the most widely diffused of all tlu* fruit-trees of which 
India can boast Among the cultivated plants which are important as staple 
articles of focal, are rice, maize, wheat, millet, barley, varieties of pulse, yams, 
sweet potatoes, Are. Among those most deserving of notice, from furnishing 
the raw materials of manufacture and export, are cotton, flax. hemp, indigo, and 
various dyes; cardamoms and other spices, sugar-cane, tobacco, and opium 
The zoology of India ia no less rich and varied than its botany. Among 
quadrupeds the first place Is unquestionably due to the elephant, which, besides 
living wild in herds, has from time immemorial l*ec» domesticated, and is usually 
employed in all labours in which strength and singular sagacity are required. 

The buffalo and yak have also lieen domesticated; and the camel is reared in 
considerable numbers in the west, particularly on the borders of tlie desert, which 
it is employed to traverse. Among the animals which have not been subjected 
to tlie dominion of man, the most remarkable for size and strength is the one- 
liomed rhinoceros; for ferocity, the tiger, lion, leopard panther, hyena, and 
jackal; for forms often humbling to human pride, numerous species of monkeys; 
and for swiftness, or some other property which singles them out for the chase, 
the argali, or wild sheep, the wild goat, tlie wild ass, the bear, the wild boor and 
wild bog, the ehiekara, or four-homed antelope, the great msn stag, nearly a a 
large as a horse, the saumer, or black rusa of Bengal, the hog-deer, the Nepal 
stag, and many other varieties of the cervine tril*' The birds include several 
species of the vulture and eagle, wild peacocks, pheasants, and in great profusion 
cockatoos, parrot*, and paroquet^ of gorgeous plumage or singular articulating 
(lowers. Though not n permanent resident anywhere, tlie gigantic stork make* 
its appearance in large flocks during the rains, and renders essential service by 
destroying snakes and other noxious, reptiles, and by plying tlie trade of sca¬ 
venger. for which nature evidently intended it ()ti passing to the lower orders 
of the animal kingdom, tlie transition is disagreeable, for it brings us to the 
hideous alligators, abundant in most streams, and more especially in those of tlie 
Indus and Ganges, and to large and venomous snakes which infest both the 
land and the wnter, and are w> numerous that forty-three varieties, including 
the deadly cobra dr nijtrllo, have Iteen described as of common occurrence. 
Hastening from these to the fishes, both the coasts and the rivers present lift 
with numerous varieties, often in unlimited abundance and excellent for food As 
particularly distinguished in the latter respect, it may suffice to notice the leopard- 
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mackerel end ths- mango fish, th- one measuring 3 feet, n.n»l the other oeaiM-'fiA% 
4 feet in length- Both frequently find Jt place fin the tables of EuDipeiti resident* 
Tlii. 1 : inhabitant* of India would next darm attention; but as n full acaTnnt 
of tileiii will mvoffinrily Ik? interwoven in tin- mura*' nf tin 1 Work, it may bore 
suffice to mention tin it theyoansist mainly of two great cda-swes—Mnlaum-iaiift 
and Frndn. lml The former, amounting only to a boat a tenth of the whole 
population, are far mere influential titan their number-} Staph', lrtvaiwo, having 
iKien tliL- dominant race before European ascendency was established, they have 
m-ver entirely lost the wealth and power which tin*po-dtion gave them. and in 
most native states are under the government. of princes of their own faith. Tile 
Hindc>is though clashed under a common nn.im-. by no means rvprt-^nt a angle 
met, hut exhibit numerous varieties, even in physical form; and, instead d 
s}teaking the name language, have dialects, founded indeed, for the most jmrt on 
the HaiiHcrit, which is no longer spoken, hut differing as much from each utinrr 
as those iiLnguagCf of Europe which have the Latin far their common l asis 

In the preceding sketch attention hna l>een drawn tsnJU fa tin- phyaeal geo¬ 
graphy of Indio, or to the features which nature herself lias indelibly tmpre*Bod 
ttpon it. and the most remarkable objects presented hy its mineral, vegetable, 
and animal kingdom* As yet noilifng lias lieen said of Lin other department of 
geography— that which treats of tin? artificial divisions introduced for ad minis- 
tmtivT pLiriPiritas, or in consequence of foilrtiisd changes. These, though they 
necessarily partake of tin intital.il tty which attadun to nil bin nan Arrangement* 
serve many imported purposes, and in t(tai, furnish the vocabnbny which must 
be used when {HuTieuliir locsifitles arc referred to nr tlit) event-, 'if which they 
have been the theatre are described A thorough knowledge of thin vnwabrdaiy 
is only to be obtained hy a diligent study of the map ■ hut tor ordinary purpose* 
n more cursory knowledge may Euiflit*\ nt least bo far us to prevent the per¬ 
plexity winch might lx? caused by the frequent use of names of which no previ¬ 
ous information had Wn given With the view.>rfurniithitig -n h n knowledge, 
mid guarding ngainst this perplexity, a summary ru the pafitiraU gei-graph'v of 
India, in accordance with actually siibeistlilg arrangement*. and compnsed 
within the narrowest possible compass, U here subjoined 

At present not much more Than the half of India l* in the undivided po-sie*. 
Hina of Great BritaiiL Two European nation* still linger at » few insignificant 
sj>ots—tlic Port uglier at Goa an the west const and nt [ >iu on the north west, 
between the Gulfs of Outdt and Cambay; and the French at iViulidierrY ami 
<’^nivall, uu the vast const, at d ubr, on the southwest coast, and at e hander 
nagorc on the tlooghJy; above Cnlmiia. Two native state*—Bhutan and 
Nepal situated on the southern slopes of the Himalaya—are nominally ind- 
pendent. AH the other native states are under a British protoctoruo of greater 
or ltss Btringency Of these state* in the upper and inland portion of I ndia, 
tlie most extensive arc ScmdU's dnminhms, capital Gwalior, stretching from the 
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Taptoe north to tin.' bunks of the < himibnl; Holkarb dominions, repltn! Indore, Xim* 
iinurk iritor&ectel by those hi f Xi.-mdio, which hound thorn on the north; and; 
Kmpunkiirti consisting <«f a great umnh'-r nl Htatcs, whiehj though individually 
small. have it Lirge trai, and reach from Scindin's dominions west 

to die frmLfrra of SdrnJe In the MraOi-west of the priion of the 

country, mo the Gmmwar'a territories,, capital Bsrodn, mid the nijidinliip of 
Cnhibr capital Bhooj. In (Jit- Decent, or southern fetid maritime jxinioit of 
India* the most extensive native states are^the Nizams dorntttkffl fl» eupital 
Hyderabad Urn !>5 337 square miles, by fur the largest territory under my 
single native chief consisting of a compact and central par lion of the j mriijrs,- 
HuJar plateau hounded north by the Vindhyii range, wiutii by the Krishna emit 
and, north-east by the Godnvery and west by an indefinite line near the last 
dopes of the Western Chants; Mysore, liie country of the famous Hyder Aii 
ami Tippoo Saib, capital SedngapnJbm. area 30,886 square mile* a .twisting of 
a lofty ttillie-bind within the angle winch is binned by the junction ot the 
Knsteni mill Western Ghauts; and rravaocore, ca pita 1 rn van drum. nreat fi it 
si jiiun> milts-; fo rmin g the soutii-w+st porttori of the extremity ol the potiiiitirtla. 

Tlie whedeuf the native stat^ and the Portuguese ami French r , ltW 

linve an urea of 631,470 square miles, aiqj a population of I9,07hd7 The l ™ w-,fdB1 
whole of tin? teniaimh r —area 821,^3^ square miles, populate n IdO.SJb, l!3^ ia 
BriELsb territory, which lias the sent of its go\ eminent at ( rdiuitta. the capital ol 
nil India, acid is compi'chi-niled in the preaiijencieftOf Bengal, Madras* ami-Butnbay. 

Th.- pivddu.ey *.f Bengal -«q* Jil 7,839 miles, population 38,383,33 i - Uohl-qJ 

includes ail tin? British territories within the ha-sinx ol the Indus and Cimges ] ^ 

with exception of Sniiuli;. It ubj includes Assam and tin? annexed terntorica 
of the Burmese, and the province of CutUu k, extending wuth t ? Catijum. mi the 
eub const of the Deccan, where It bounds with what are called the Northern 
Ctrcara, belonging to Madras Being Uy far the largest sod most populous of 
the three, the presidency of Bengal is subdivided into Bengal proper ami the 
North-western Priwinccs, each having its own 3leutenlttit-guvemor Ihe line 
of demursLtion between them is nearly in the direction of the meridian of 8t , 
the whole of the presidency east "f that line belonging to the one, and nil west 
of it to the other. Strictly speaking the North-western Provinces include 
onlv Like tdx great divisions of Benares, Allalialuul. Agra, Kuhilennd, Iteirut, 
aiirl Delhi The Punjab and Oude arc thus left out, because, though they are 
doubtless dcsrini'd to be formally incorporate! with this subdivision, they are 
jh consequence of their recent atnjuisitkin, under a separate ndmimstrattOIL 
TJic presidency of Mwinw-Htrea I3$Q90 square toil**, population 22 fcS7,297 

_ bounds with that of Bengal, near hit 18 and nuitinue* -south, along the emit i 1 -^ 1 ^ 

im\ wuthreaat coast of the peniasoln to Cape Comorin, with no interruption, 
except from the interposal Frendi durtriete of Pondicherry and CarricaJl At 
Cap? Comorin, it is cut off from die mm. by the inteijeeted native states of 
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TmvrLisocTO nmi t/ochin; but beyond them it. ftipiin breonnes maritime. and 
Coutinut^ north along the coast of MoJubur, (ill it uMvtn the jinaddunry of 
Bean hay. near the district of (joa. It had a Yfliy irregular sliape. At Hnrt, 
when k ctimmerwt& wifcli the Northern Circare, it Lh *ho taminal in twtwe«n 
the Buy of Bengal nitd thi i eaat frontier* of the X Lanina dominions. that it 
consists only uf a comparatively narrow belt The suue thing hnpi'vn.s in the 
we.it, where it la si iu Marly hernrued in between the Ambuni Lojlf and the west 
frontiers of Mysore. Near the mid'lie, Isttmsin the mouths of the Krishna mid 
the Pern hit, it widrnfi nut and Wretches so fur west between the* two native 
states an to approach the Wen tern CihmiU Further s-iulIi, Udwemi Lhe city of 
Madras find i'aik'B Stmk, it extends a -toss the whole jnuiiLsula, from sea to sea. 

The presidency of Bombay—area 120.06,' sqtmro mOe*, p^pul'iiicm If 1011,067 
—is, from similar causes as irregular ill shape as the prissidimcy of M a dime 
R winning near Goa, it cimt-imies northwards in a long nmi narrevi strip and 
then widening out, I hccnmca ;so intermingled with the native -itat-.-- as u.< muke 
it almost imftosftible to define* ite bumilarios. Soinde which lias recently been 
added to it, and forma the three culhvtDrak* of ^hiknrpoiir, Hydenri id, and 
Kumidiee, is by far its must enmpnet province. 

The (tbow sketch of the phyatml and political geography id India ’ S-uje I 
necessary in order to furnish information which mmr might not pi-s-e-.-. and 
remove the indistinct, if not erroneous impressions which it is difiirii.lt to a\ dd* 
in eudtiwouring to Form an acqoainhime with a country so remote, vast, 
and extrsordiusiy. By exhibiting it on a scnli; so reduced that the mind 
is neither overpowered hv tlte magnitude, nor perplexed by the unidy and 
smgdkrity of its features, a kind of unity Li given to it, and it assumes the 
appearance of ei stage on which great actors are to appear, and wundurfij] 
achievement ure t-> be |ier&rme<L In this way, tho hktmy Jidpiin-H ei dim 
plidty which it might not otherwise posse®, n deeper interest is felt in the 
immit ice, and the important lessons drawn from it become at once tin fro 
nlmoiiB. intelligible, and impn^dve 

The ffhtory of Fndm embraces three distinct grinds — mi ancient,. a 
Wf-db-roh anil a mwPm- The ancient juried, beguiling with the earliest 
authentic Accounts extends to the establishment of a Mahometan dynasty. 
The medieval period terminates with the doubling of the Cape qf Good Hope, 
and the wittnintfk disc.ivcry of a continuous oceanic route to the hoist The 
modem period, commencing with the great change intit^luceil hv thin dis- 
oovcify, ifl continued dawn to the jm-uat time. The last of these jwii^k 
forming the proper subject of the present history, wilt I s: treated -“-kb c iul 
Kfesi pruj^rtiiiTied to its intrinsic imprtance, and i|ji> interest it derives frum 
ite mtitnak connection witli British history The other twu could not. U' 
omitted without leaving the work ineotuplebv hut being only auhonbuHtc will 
not occupy men tlian n few prelimhmry - Imptcr^ 
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FROM THE EARLIEST TIMS TO THE YEAR 1500 , 

wan* ntfc mbo a&w* ai.iftrCit ntixiai'oiLiiTjru 

AS LtfDlA O'Ml'AN Y W A3 GUANTEls 


CHAPTER I. 



Anu-Liaat Itttfbl—TV pre4di£tnri£ j H*rkhl — KiUrtfo warm '-■X inlormMMU—GtW ie-nomitit— 

Ttna^nn »■/ ftulil by Sosotim, Uaiiyn AlutiihluT lh* Gurst— 

SuU^umii rta< ■jf lelk. 

\ T tniOtm' the early history of a eonntrv, the natural course is to No p^r 0 * 
apply to the sourest of i i if train turn which the aiuatry itodf may t,** et lu¬ 
be able to ftrmisL In thw respect India might be presmnfcd to <lw " 
be rkh Li>ng before the- miikuis of Western Europe hud began 
to emerge from luirbnriem, tt was in pos^t-sidon of u language 
remarkable for the compkte-iusfei of its gnunmnJtic&l forme, for 
unpioitanfess nnd for the number and variety of tin- work# whieh had 

^hj'+'ti written in it. Sev^nd of three wuria were of a scientific and 
_ oj _■ > “ -,i 

metaphysical dinnich-r, requiring talent of a higher order tlum would 
have been necessary for historic*] compilation; and yet, titf&nge to say. 
while the Eli ore difficult intellectual effort was suceosafully mule, the less 
' difficult. the more useful. and. as one would have imagined, the more nttrae- 
tivfc, was no entirely neglected* that with the exception of n work on Cashmere 
m! no very ancient date, the literature of India lutf failed to fttmidi a single 
production to which the name of histor y enn in any proper wrtse --f the term 
hr applied In dealing vidth the post, ages are heaped upon ngtja till the years 
amount to millions; and endless detdU are given of gixfo mid demigodH, children 
of the aun and niuen, and creatures still more tnonafcitms, combining divine, 
human and bretful fofliaa^bitt men aa they really lived; and the event* pn>- 
iJvtred by their agency are entirely OYwlnokisl or t rented as if they were unfits 
tin C; recorded until they had liven moulded lb to some fantflfltic dm|*j. In 
short, the Bmhtnms the only thqiosatorica of learning, abusing their trust. Imvi* 
made everything subnorvient h> an extravagant mythologY, obviously designed, 
and in many respects nkii fully framed to secure their - wn aggrandizement 

In tin? absence of direct information from IilkIj' ricjil reenrda in India it issgun«*f 
mwpor before ahund iiiug ilitvBMireii there ms hopeless. to Inquire whetlwr it limy ££"“ 
nut In |Hs*ribh' to ilisctsver other native sourovs from which *4im& aiannul of 
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authentic information may lie obtained indirectly by means of cflutfotK and legi¬ 
timate deduction. In ancient works, not properly historical, the state of society, 
and consequent degree of civilization at the period when they were written, ore 
often exhibited, not less accurately, and perhaps fur more vividly, tlian if they 
had been composed tor tlmt special purpose; and hence, provided their date can 
be fixed with any degree of certainty, ranch information of an historical nature 
innv be easily and safely extracted front thenL Of the writings which thus tend 
to elucidate the primitive history of India, tin; most valuable are the collections 
of ancient hymns and prayers, known by the name of Vedas, and the kind of 
commentary upon them contained in a compilation, which the translation of 
Sir William Jones has made familiar to English readers under the title of the 
Institutes of Menu. The Vedas, four in number, prove by diversities both of 
style and contents, that they art* the productions of different (Hiriods. between 
which a considerable interval must have elapsed According to the Hindoos, they 
are a little more than 3000 years oldej- than our era, but though this age is short 
compared with that which figures generally in their chronology, it is doubtless an 
exaggeration, Mr Colebrooke. by a very ingenious and convincing process 1 has 
cut off sixteen centuries from the Hindoo date Founding on a calemltvr of 
antique form by which the Vedas regulate the times of devotional service, he 
was able to ascertain the exact j>osition of the solstitial jx>inLs in nmmlnno* 
with which the calendar was regulated; and assuming, as he well might, that 
the position was not hypothetical, he had only to compare it with the |*»sitiou 
at present, and calculate how many years must liave elapsed in order to produce 
the difference. The annual precession of the equinoxes is an invariable quantity; 
and by counting backwards and deducting this quantity sucoovdvely till the 
whole amount of difference is exhausted, the true date appears In thin way the 
completion of the Vedas has been fixed in the fifteenth century la-fore the Chris¬ 
tian era. The Institutes of Menu, referring to the Veda* as productions venera¬ 
ble even then for antiquity, must be ranch more recent How much, is the im 
portaut question; and unfortunately a question which does not admit of a very 
definite answer. The Institutes themselves give no dotes, and any conclusion 
which ran be founded on internal evidence is little 1 tetter than conjecture. Still, 
however, though a large margin must be allowed as a kind of debatable ground 
on which the sticklers for an earlier ami a later period may carry on their wordy 
warfare, there Is enough, both in the comparatively pure and primitive form of 
the religion inculcated, in the sanction of usages which are known to luive 
become obsolete some centuries Indore tbe Christian era. and in the omission of 
religious fleets and controversies which would certainly have been mentioned if 
they luvd then lieen in existence, to support the conclusion that the Institute* of 
Menu must hu\e appciin-*! not later titan tlte fifth, anil prolxibly ns early as the 
ninth century uc Either (tenod would cany us hick to a remote antiquity, 
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for it in ill ways to be remembered, that the law* and maimers which the work nc ~ 
details, and the corresponding state of society which it implies, did not biggin to % 
exist at the time when it was written, but mast have preceded it by several 
ages Eveiy [wigi* of the Institute*, therefore, must be held to furnish indubit¬ 
able evidence that about 3000 years ago India was nearly as far advanced In 
civilization as in the present day, containing a dense population, not merely 
scattered over the country in rural villages, but collected into large towns and 
cities, extensively engaged in manufaetures and trade, and funning a number 
of independent states These, under the government of rulers whose despotism 
was greatly modified by customs and laws, raised large revenues by a compli¬ 
cated system of taxation, brought into the field powerful armies, and executed 
ninny stupendous and magnificent w.*rks Among these works are the temples 
,,f Elephant*, Salsette, Adjunta, and Ellora. whose testimony, as imperishable 
as the rucks out of which they have beeu hewn, 1 tells of an age. which, though 
far short of that which was at one time extravagantly assigned, must still in 
the most ancient lie not less t han -<>00 years 

Another testimony to the antiquity of Indian civilization bos been found in 
its astronomy. Thfo testimony, in consequence of the j>orverse attempts of some 
pliilusophcre of the French revolutionaiy school to confront it with the Sacred 



lernuoa or tuc Cats or Euratm—frun OnaitUy** St**j tit Italia. 


Records, for the purpose of bringing them into discredit, was justly subjected to 
a very rigorous examination, and did not come out of it unscathed. The astro- 


1 A* the celebrated work* mentioned in the test 
u a collateral evidence of ancient civilisation, will 
afterwards bo referred to, along with other work* of 
a similar nature. nmlcr the head of IndUn archltec* 
tare, it ia aufficiant to observe hare that they belong 
to two distinct rliwre. both hewn out of the eolid 
ruck, hot differing ewemtully in thi* nwpect—that the 
one —1 am cmuiii* of pillared and Bcnlphmd e»»WM, 
of wfaioh only the entrance i» visible externally; whi'e 

Tea 1. 


the other rennet* of rock tetnplee, properlj *o called, 
hccanae (landing visible in the o;wn air, and com- 

poeed of ..of solid rock, which, hi*d iuunove- 

ahly in thrir original arte, have been hewn down into 
the form of tempi** f mm view of the Kylaa Temple 
at Ellora, on engraved title of vol. L), covered over 
with aculptnire and taecri[4ion«, aod accompanied 
wiili nnmeron* rtatute. often of fanUstU shape* and 
colossal dtmensioua. 
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no.— noraical tables, because founded i*u calculations which luui Instil carried hack- 
ward to a very remote period, were erroneously assumed to exhibit the result 



ExnauirH or GeliT fiuitu Cine, SaUictt*- — Knitn KoTpimto'* Hock cnl TetujJm a( tuU* 

Huuioo of actual observations, and it was gravely maintained that the Hindoo astro- 
runner must have been sitting in his observatory, surrounded by his instruments 
and patiently committing the results of his olixervations to writing, nearly 1000 



Kins** or TO Oum* Citk, Xurm^-Ynda F«rsa*«r» Itock «» T«i|4m <4 IndU. 


years In*fore Noah entered the ark. As usual in cases of similar extravagance, 
a reactionary feeling wits produced, and many, nmriing to tlie opposite extreme, 
. ,,LKiste,i t,iut Itnlion astronomy had no independent existence, ami was at beat a 
Hide plagiarism from the Chahlenns and the Greeks. More moderate view on? 
now entertained on both sides and those Irest qualified to judge, agree in holding 
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that. while recorded actual iduservatiMtis by ilat? nattnunjoeri of Indict cannot Ih? ur — 
carried farther hack than the sixth century a. a, their sniejice haul protwibly tnade 
-■. 11 i-■ fifv^fess 200 years before then? was tiny rnentien <«f rihto; annoy in Greece 



tstmuKn or mt Bun * K eui, tuou.—F k*i oiiuua vi±n*. in imtu. 


One of tin- mO'i pregnant fneU h -b which thin eonchiEitm h founded, is the 
remarkable coincidence between the signs of the zodiac m tin: Indian and Arab 
systems—a coincidence which. while 


it proves that they must have had 
a common origin, eniinoL hr ex¬ 
plained without nd milting that the 
Indian system has the tatter title 
to ta regarded ns the edgiiifiL 

While there is thus abundant 
evidence to show that India. most 
have received its first inhnbiUnta 
;it do disLirit period after the db- 
jiernlrm of the human nur, and be- 
inmie one of the first cnrllos of 
eivUizalhiQ, no distliit* dates me oln 
tamed; and exm^quentiyilte history 
i «f the country cannot he said to be¬ 
gin till wt- quit its own soil, ami 
apply for i of j million to thr writer - 
of the West, who fur the most part 
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follow some sort of chronological order, and 
wen when they indulge in fable, have generally some foundation in fact The 
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n I ijsw! Greek writers who Uiiuvv any light on the history of India are Herodotus, 
the fattier of history, whose izmnortid work writ leu iu the fifih .. jititrv nr, -till 
l -te.sios, who. though lie muy have been for a short Time raiitemjKroiy 
Hfipodotus, properly 1 »ek>isgs to the immediately sucoeediiig century* Anting 
other historical work*, he wrote one expressly on India Hrn npptrfamftW for 
obtaining inatenuis ivcri 1 foiwifkatl ik. Having lift-n taken prisoner, >ir been, in 
*’ m '- way earned to the Fendim capital he gained the favour of Art*- 
xerxes by his skill as a physician and lived at his court during the seventeen 
Pfecedi% Jia 39& Unfortunately, his work as a whole has periled, 
hut many fragments of it have been preserved, j^rik'ulnrly by Dukionta 
Sb nius In Lis Bibliothwa, which was written in the first years of the Christian 
era, hut possesses far more value as an Authority than Its date might seem to 
give it, because it is a compilation, and in many eases apparently an exact tran¬ 
script. of more ancient writers. whose works are lost The earliest accounts 
of India, drawn from the materials furnished by these writers, and Kqwdaliy 
fy the last, are presented with all the gravity of imtoiy—a gravity, however, 
which, When the nature of the details Is considered, occasionally becomes 
ludienuis. 

J y jti 7 1 Ali %MdiAn king, whom Diodorus calls S**.«.sis and most other writers 
fejBtris, and who is now generally believed to be Identical with lUmrses, who 
belonged to the nineteenth dynasty, enme into the world about !3U0 n c after 
happy Omens which foretold his future greatness To prepare him for It* his 
father caused all the male children born in Egypt on the same day to lw 
brought tu court and educated along with him. As they grew up they were 
trained in nil manly exercises, and formed * chosen hand* Iwond to tfaeiryomig 
prince by the strongest ties of affection, and prepared to follow with unflinching 
courage and fidelity wherever he might lead- During his father’s lifetime U 
began his ntitifory campaigns, and proceeding firat into Arabia and thru w.st- 
wunl into Libya, Kiflxiutd both. His ambition having l»een thus inflamed, lie 
had no sooner succeeded to the throne thm he resolved on the subjugation ofW 
world His first step was to COOOilkto the affections of hisaubjeda^Iiis next to 
colled an array adequate to the crnitemplutod enterprise, It camasted of 600,000 
infantry, 24,000 cavuliy. and 27,000 war-chariot* The chief wttomnd* were 
given to the youths who hud Wn brought up with him. The Ethiopians were 
the tfrd who were made to feel Ids power, Tlrnr country was wtyuent to 
% pL and could lie reached by a land force, but on turning hi the enei the 
necessity of u Beat Urame nppwent Hitherto the F^prinns had leavers* 
to maritime enterprise, but every tiling yielded to the energy of who 

huilt the first ahipk of war which %ypt posscesiid and ere long hud a fleet of 
iOO ail He did not allow it to remain JdJe; hut setting uut, procured down 
tlie An.hian Gulf into the main ocean* which then Imre the name of the Erytii- 
rauu Sen. and then (Sowing jvhmg the hliares continued Lis voyage ns for m 
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India, He returned hut it to only to rwomroencc' lb* victorious cshTr. ami o>- iaw- 1 
lead n mighty ritTny eastward, not only to the frontier of Iiulm, hut beyond. the. 

Gunge- and stilJ on till he traversed the whole country and renewed a new ocean. 

Du hi# return, he caused pillura to be erected in various pLtees, with inseriptiotta 
attesting his vioti rie*, and at tlie nante time lauding the courage or stigmatising 
the cowardice of those who laid LUH’ioimtarvd him. 

Tta above narrative. which Diodorus admits to he only the mast probelile. nmuwl-i 
of several contradictory io connts circulated in Egypt, cnrriea some extravagiuices 
on the fjkce of it On* of the moot palpable <»f these is the otimW of the 
youths who are srid to have been 1mm on the -ame day with Sesoafcrts. When 
that monarch set out on his Eastern expi-ditiuti, he must have 1*on on the 
1„ mkr.s of forty, tmd yet even then man than 3 TOO pereem# bom on the 
some day were still snrvidtjg. Assuming that they were subject to the 
ordinary I iff of mortality their number at forty years of age could not he 
mare thsm a third of what it was at firet In other words, the number of mate 
children him in Egypt on the saiue day with bt^strij must Ittm. - been cOOO, 
and, coii^vqneutiy, adding female children, the whole number of births nm*t 
have Veen 10,400, At the usual mto of increase, this would give Egypt a 
population bordering upon 40,000,000—a population so enormous as to he 
titteriy incredible. Founding o» this discrepancy, and some other objections, 
which, iM^ifles being somewhat hypercritical are stated more atrongty than 
facte seam to justify, Dr. Robertson. in the first note to hi# HiMorical Ditquisir 
tion concent huj Ancient India, labours to prove that the whole account of the 
expedition ofr Sestains to India is fabulous. It ought to be uhserved, however, 
tliat, 111 this instance. Diwlortts dx* not stand alone. Herodotus, whom 1>- 
Roberteon not very fairly quotes against him, bears strong fcstintouv in his 
favour and in fact confirm# tus statement in all that is essential to it Be 
distinctly refers hath to the maritime and the land ,*pedirions bfSesostris, and 
though he does not expressly use the word India, he says that in the one 
SeeoHtmccntiniiLHi sailing eastward till he came to a sea so shallow W i >be 
no longer navigable, and that in the other he subdued every nation that rom* 
iu id. wav. and built pitlare of the very kind and for the wry | m#* 
mentioned* by Diodnru* To reject a statement thus aiptoi bc^iuse some 
few* nmv he puked in j»rtt(nfi*r part# of it, h to strike tho tbimfetioii .f 
human teatim-ny, and wnlitraam* the caption# quibbling pn**w wider which 
all rt orient history, sacred ns well m ptofimev nsdft soma risk of being converted 
into | myth Tha fair anndnsioa concernm* the Indian **&$&*» ° r 
aeems to U* t\mt they really took place, but that in the wwnmte gi ven of them, 
both the means which he employed **A the extent of country which he 
subdued or tamywsed are exaggcmtoiL 

Of another Indian expedition, *1*> mended by I^orm Siculus on the 
authority of Cb das. greater doubt may numbly be entertained, not with- ^ 
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standing tin* minuteness with which the details are given The leader of this 
expedition was the famous Assyrian queen Semiramis Having learned that 
India was the greatest and richest country in the world, and was ruled by a 
|K>wcrful monarch called Staumbates, who luid innumerable hosts of soldiers, 
sind a great ntimlier of elephants trained to war. and flo equipped a» to inspire 
tern>r, she determined to give herself no rest till she had made proof of her 
prowes* against him. She accordingly commenced prqmmtions, and ourud them 
on upon so immense a scale, tlmt though myriads of artificers were employed, 
three years were spent in completing them All the country west of the Indus 
was aln*ady subject to her power, hut in order to cross that mighty river, an 
immense numlier of sliijw was necessary'. In order to provide them, she brought 
ship builders from Phoenicia. Syria, and Cyprus As the bunks of the Indus 
furnished no timber. she was obliged to procure it in the adjacent territory of 
Bactria, the modern Bokhara Here she established her building yank, and 
fitted out her sliips iu such a manlier tlmt she could afterwards tnmiqiort them 
piece-meal on the backs of camels, and launch them when they were required 
In the n u ml ter of her troops, which Diodorus, quoting Ctesias as his authority, 
states nt the fabulous munIs*r of .S.000,000 infantry. 500,000 cavalry, ami 
100,000 war-chariots, each provided with a clmrioteer and carrying a soldier 
armed with a sword G feet long, she considered herself more titan n match fut 
Stawrohat.es; but she feared hi* elephants. mid as this was a kiml of force in 
which she had no means of coping with him. she had recourse to a singular 
stratagem. Having collected 300.0<K) black cattle, and slaughtered them to 
feed the counties workmen employed in her vast arsenal in Buctria, she caused 
ski us to be sewed together in such a manner that each, when a camel was 
placed inside with n umn to guide it. lion* such a resemblance to an elephant 
as to lie readily mistaken for it By this device she Imped tlmt the Indians 
would be terror-struck on seeing themselves opposed to a sjiecies of force 
which they luid imagines! to la* exclusively their own. Meanwhile Staumliates, 
on his part, had not been idle Besides a land force scarcely less numerou* 
than tluU of .Semiramis, and hem led by a formidable array of elephants, his 
fleet, composed of 4000 vessels constructed out of reeds or 1mmimes, covered 
the river. Here the first encounter took place, und a great nnval battle was 
fought Victory was long undecided, hut at length, owing mainly to the 
sajicrior naval skill of the Phoenician and Cypriot sailors, ihvlnred in favour of 
the warlike queen. Stanrobatcs, with the loss of a large jiortion of his Hect 
and an immense carnage of his soldiers, was obliged to withdraw ami leave 
the passage of the river free. Tin* queen immediately caused a bridge of 
boats Pi be constructed, and crossing with lier whole anny, hastened forward, 
with tiie hope of soon completing the conquest which she had successfully 
begnn Staurolmtes, however, had no idea of submission, and st*x*d prepared 
f<ir hernpproaclv At first in the general engagement which ensued, the Indians 
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were greatly disconcerted nt the appearance of the fictitious elephants, and a oc i»t 
kind of panic took place; hut the trick which luid imposed upon them w:w 
soon discovered, and the real elepiionts advancing to the charge, carried every¬ 
thing Indore them. It was now the turn of Semiramis to flee. Mont of her 
army perished in the tie Id. or in atteuijiting to regain the right bank of the 
river. She herself, severely wounded during a personal enoountt r with Stuum- 
Iwtes, made her escajK? with difficulty with a mere handful of truu}*, and retiring 
into the interior with humbled pride, dreamed no more of crowning her fume 
by the conquest of India. 

Notwithstanding die circumstantiality w ith which the Indian expedition of 

• •♦it toarwroy 

Semiramia is detailed. it is impossible to doubt that the whole account is highly &buw 
coloured, and in many jiarts not less fictitious than her elephants. Of the 
enormous army which she is said to have collected. Sir Walter Kalcigh quaintly 
and shrewdly obs erve s, that no one place on the earth could have nourished so 
vast a concourse of living creatures, “had every man and beast but fed on 
grass” 1 Similar exaggeration is apparent in other parts of the narrative; and 
grave doubts liave even been raised as to the individual existence of Seminuni*, 
whom some maintain to have been a creation of Assyrian mythology, and 
others to have been the common name of an Assyrian dynasty. As Ctesins, from 
whom Diodorus borrowed the account, is said to have extracted it from Persian 
records, it is not improbable that its basis of fact has been overlaid with the 
embellishments which usually adorn a Persian tale 

When India is next brought under notice, the portion of it lying along the ^ 
right or west hank of the Indus figures as a satrapy or province of the 
Persian empire. This position it naturally assumed when tire Assyrian empire 
was overthrown by Cyrus the Great. Thus incorporated, it paid nearly a third 
of the whole tribute which Darius levied from his twenty satrapies, and must, 
therefore. be presumed to have been the wealthiest aud most populous, if not 
the most extensive of them olL In this fact it is easy to find a more rational 
account of the curiosity which Darius Hystaspws felt in regard to the Indus, 
than that which is assigned by Herodotus* According to him. the P.-Han 
monarch was merely desirous to know where die river had its mouth, and with 
this view caused some ships to be fitted out. and gave the command of them to 
Seylax. a Greek of Cary am la. who, after sailing down the stream to the ocean, 
turned west and spent two years and a half in a tedious voyage along the 
must That Darius, when he fitted out die expedition, entertained die thought 
of enlarging his dominions by new conquests, Is confirmed by the statement 
which Herodotus adds, that immediately aller die voyage was completed he 
made himself master of the son and subdued the Indiana These terms, how¬ 
ever, are so general, that no definite limits exui lie assigned to die new territory 
thus subjected to Persian rule. 

* lUloi^b't Ui*rry «/th* WvHJ, p. 125 


* ffitrodctfa*. b. iv. c. 44 . 




24 


HISTORY or INDIA. 


[Root l 


y r. x’z Hitherto only n emocessiou of ambitious uituuirehs lias appeared oti (he 3euu.fi, 
“ an d India b.ns become the prey succfiadvriy of devastating oraiies from Egypt, 
Assyria. and lYrsiu, An Intercoms of a more peaceful and pleasing description 
t,v:ii - in tlie meantime carded on both by laud and stew, and an active trade had 
been O&d'lifted, by which the E&ht imd West exchanged their peculiar products 
^ agalnfat each other, to the great advantage of both This trade was cMeftyiu 
]’Li oirciiun. ^be hi an Li of the PlitEtiici&ns, whose capital, lyre, situated out the shores ol the 
Levant, had in ooxisequence risen to he one of the richest,, nughtweb, and mu.it 
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splendid cities in the worR 1 This tmonpled prosperity had engendered many 
Tjt* vices, and the day of retribution, which prophets had been Divinely com¬ 
missioned to denounce, was feet approaching. WMk Alexander the Great was 


I TYfu had itft iito on tlm mainland, and 

•trei-chii'l *]r>Ujj tin* Sjthiu coast, Inrat tb® ikduIIi of 
the Leoul e* to t 3 -b ii ES'lbmd of Ru-tl‘Ain, a di-ianeo 
fntfii tjiwmth ftf about agreamtio. ImmB'iiattly 

oppoiin tu tits wnti^Oflb* town, will Hfpa.f*ied from 
si hr a strait about l^OUptiiur two-thmla uf a imls 

wii]I.-, ih LiLiti-I n«djt^« iuil« liirlrcnit. It 

i- more tEl ail pf£>hiLh]c p t hat. while lb* City OU the 
iiLD.iuLi.tid TIS standi &J. tbo ilfami *1*0 *M parity 

built upon: but it i»vrr SKinanit; 11,® proper til# of 
lh« «u\ which, in coiilryliftijui-liQSL to OU. w'R£ 
called >>wTyrt, till tf» fnlmbitont*, cAAl&& to 0to 
befhn the enantlwi l>wl» el AwyxLtt eonqucfun. 
found tbs Meaaritjof plutnf tbo Hta between them 
anil th#ir awmErt. TV? aewffd* ugly abajylonod 
tin inainUnd Mid toot tip th«r abode on tbo idaud. 
which, under tbc figuring inluente of nonimeree, 
wuls TOM to 1 « OU« rtf tb® fll'.rrt fttul wanll hiest eit;e* 
In th® world. Koch the Tyn? to which Aleian - 
dtr hid lie-nfl. -Voirly in Ut* ditcrtitin of a litifl 
drawn due north through the 1*1 tor E, ""a* ilm at rail 
already lurtjdnnetL On the north and wrath sides 
of the blind, are I wo cum* which formed bar* 


btrari, protected a chain of cocky i.-leta and ara* 
walla or brtahwatrtw from tin? surged of Iho ^foli- 
lemiifiiii end. tli> varinui privailiit^ winds. Thu 
north hurbonr. A, *>» the letter and liiotu 

frequontcsl of lira t*n; bus the cominoiv-e of TjiTC 
i u il»£ have required tl.e use of b.vJi. ami mlilitleua.1 
facilltio* werehjr* cantl h e, which mablklicd 
a na'd'fiiblu conn mini cation between them. Aleian 
derltaving no Rbr|H. niuHt have aeei> at qn« |iu»t tliRpo 
vr*.* tio possible way of titles a city thus jdtimlEJ, ei 
cept ty mating a path way Acft the *tr*iL. i >j ? hot 1 1 
ilmrei the water wae ahjillrtw; and near the ceiilicw, 
where it waa dc-L]K-;t, it dtJ net exceed ii fiiilioiui. 
With the imuiKue ftjfce at Ut couilnaad, ilirnre flwiild 
be no worit of Ixbonrer*, while tlio itmburial* i rtoi*- 
r.-ify WEFe within «uy rea di. The mcMt forml liable 
otnUcle to aucctaa w.-.s In He Ht*aM of resditiDco 
which tho inhahitant* powti—<1; and had Tyro bet-n 
a* fnrtnnate ju Syncti^' ih haviis^ an Arthlniclu-i, 
Alerauidcr itinst have faile<j, Tip#'U’mniol of Aba- 
enilcr. ouec completed, futntod■ nuel*tL»lo wi.Scb tJse 
Wav.- - of the tea And the wind* of the dcwurfeunule 
euj.stii'l aecrcijeui, ami b«tce T in comnoof tunc, the 
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makm o tlis ^ ^fimpiiigns against the Persians, the mbobitanta of Tyre hid n r : : 
f;ikon part with the latter, anil hy their maritmu superiority, kept the ermst of ~ 
Macedonia obd Greece in petpetunl alarm Alexander, infused, turned book tl, 
fmm hi* Pereian conquest^ mid after subduing several of the adjoining cite*, " r * 
hud ifog* to Tyre TV. a mmd capable of being repelled by ordinary obstacles, 
the difficulty ol the task would have lieen n sufficient dbsuaahv fr-un atteiupfc- 
ing it To him it wilh only an additional incentive, because, if he succeeded, 
hi> fame Would la; the greater. It also appears from a speech which Arrian 
I‘ uU liis iu outli, 1 that, he was actuated cus much by poBey as hy ttveugn. 

While the Tyrians remained inde¬ 
pendent and maintained a hostile 
attitude, he could not venture 
with safety to prosecute the am¬ 
bitious schemes which he had 
begun in the East, and was also 
I'onteni]dating in Egypt Hope¬ 
less, therefore, as it might have 
seemed Tor a lain] army to at¬ 
tempt the capture of a great marl- 
time city strongly fortified by art, 
and rendered still sponger by its 
natural position on an island, and 
tile possession of a powerfid licet 
commanding all the approaches to 
it, he at once commenced opera¬ 
tions by constructing a mound, 
which, after the greatest difficulties 
hud been surmounted. connected 
the island with the mainland, and 
formed a liigbway for the passage 
of his troops The result, was that, 
in about seven months, Tyre lay in 
min> It might kvc risen from them again, for the lucrative trade which it rflitort }re 
monopolized would soon haw made wealth to flow in upon it r and furnished the 
means of repairing its disaster. The fatal blow which extinguished its greatness 
WJts nut struck till Al exan de r , after a successful campaign in Egypt, laid the 
foundation of Alexandria The site was so happily chosen that the new city soon 

rututaif tbs twill; hirfiudi^rie t id- tulgrablu depth sf water. batar* i 0 hart 

iBarlmWio flJaftjfe. What 1*51 mw iiUad is now Irran originally tmiSt mi the wir-teni •JiDn*. 

* jwnitmLLi. Other thanes Luxe Ulmt ]W; ami Of ihn jtfront etiuijilbu *’f Tyre lx id iMiiicrwiry 
tlime is trii uia 3 ,■ Mibtb that ibfr isliMn! Liut nt gfve to nv m®fv than that it in little twLtef than a fiainiijj 
liiiitt a ]*p^jL r r citflut tiiiu MT appears. in fact, the *Ut&ge, com[w*ejt.fwfvtdiad'hmb L'jJ-iSfcJ to-ether 
mir««!uiiint L.f Uj<h kim Jj eaubUital by the ap- in narrow, aud (Ulhy *iraO 

pfliiiucn o( walls. which are iinw con-r^i » con- 1 ArtitbV Atmlxab Alrxanttn t b, fi, <■. 17, 

Vot, f. 4 
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became the central emporium of the East anti the \N est. The trade of t lit* world 
was thus diverted into a new channel and Phoenician prosperity, once fallen, could 
not l>e revived The downfall of Tyre has been dwelt ujwn here. both because it 
was indirectly the means of greatly extending the intercourse with India, and 
because to it probably is to be ascribed the determination which Alexander 
now expressed to persevere in his Eastern conquests. \V liile he was engaged in 
the siege of Tyre, Darius, humbled by his previous defeats, made him the offer 
of a most advantageous peace, but he haughtily spurned all ideas of compromise, 
and plainly told him that his only alternative was unqualified submission, or 
a decision hy the sward The war thus resumed, so long as it was confined 
within the limits of Persia, is foreign to our subject, but the course which it 
subsequently took brings us at once to the most interesting period in the 
history of ancient India. 

After the battle of Arbela, which was fought BC 331, and decided the fate 
of the Persian empire. Darius continued his flight eastwards into Baetria, through 
a i kiss in the Elburz Mountains, known to the Greeks by the name of the Cas¬ 
pian Gates. Alexander, following in pursuit, was informed that Bessus, the 
satrap of Baetria, had not only tlirown • >ff all allegiance to the I ersinn monarch, 
but luid made him his prisoner. With mingled feelings of compassion for the 
fallen monarch, and indignation at the conduct of the satrap, he quickened his 
pace, and was flattering himself with the hope of a speedy capture, when he 
learned that Bessus, to increase his speed, and, at the same time, remove a great 
obstacle to his ambition, had disencumbered himself of his royal master, anti left 
him on the road, dying of wounds which he had treacherously inflicted. When 
Alexander reached the spot. Darius was breathing his last 

Determined to punish the atrocity. Alexander lost no time in continuing the 
pursuit of the perpetrator. A thorough knowledge of the country gave Bessus 
great advantages, and these he improved to the utmost by burning and 
devastating, so as to interpose a desert between him and his pursuer. Fortune 
seemed to favour his escape, when Alexander was obliged, by a revolt, to retmee 
his steps. During the winter of B.C 330, Bessus was, in consequence, left in 
undisturlMsl possession of the usurped title of King of Persia. In the following 
spring, however, the pursuit was resumed, and the criminal liaving been 
delivered up by his own associates, paid the forfeit of his crimes by a tmrbarous 
mutilation and an excruciating death. 

In avenging the death of Darius, Alexander bad advanced far to the east, and 
gsen a new world open before him. For a time, however, sensuality seemed to 
have gained the mastery over him, and many months were wasted in Baetria in 
drunken and licentious revelling* Ambition did not re assume its ascendency 
till nc. 327, when he reached the hanks of the Indus, and prepared to cross it 
with an army consisting of 120.000 foot and 15,000 horse About 70.000 of these 
were Asiatics The point at which he first reached the Indus has been mnde a 
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ijuL^tmn ; but it U admitted uii Jill lmn.Ls that be driessed it ill the mirth of the 
Punjab where the town of Attack now stun da. Here a bridge of bouts hail 
l^en constructed by EEeph®&tIon and Fenlktas* wlto hud been sent forward with 
a division of the army for that pur]n>se When Alexander arrived, the south¬ 
west monsoon bud set in, ami the river was greatly swollen by the rums. Hud 
the passage been opposed, it could .scarcely have been forced; but Taxttes, the 
chief whose te rritor ies lay on the eastern bank, had hastened to givi- in In- ^nl, 
mission, and thus, instead of an enemy proved a valuable auxiliary: ] n TaxILi, 
his capital, described as a populous and wealthy city, unequalled by any situated, 
like itself Ixdwetm the In*his and its nearest tributary, the H vJaspes or Jailum. 
Alexander and tils army were hospitably entertained, in return for Lhis 
hospitality, Tstxiles received an arbitrary grant of us much adjoining territory 
as he chose to ask. 


If Alexander expected that all tlie Indian princes would pow n$ pusilhnij- 
imms as Tuxilca, he was Scum undeceived Purus, a native ruler, whose terri¬ 


tories bounded those of 
deimuiil fur tribute with 
army mi the left bank of 
the river, Alexander found 
rapid, and immediately saw 
ptt-ssuge could not lie effected 

bumta. Thi; neighbourly Nxl 
materials he caused the 



ALKUl^/m nit Gw*!. f 


Tatiles on tiie east-, met a 
defiance, and lay with Lm 
the Hydes pe±L On reaching 
It running broad, deep. and 
that even an undisputed 
without a great number of 
notfiimiahing tlic necessary 
bnats which he had user! 


on the Indus to be taken to pieces, and transported overland. The 
more serin® obstacle still remained Purus kept strict watch on the bank. 
His army appears hi have heeb greatly outnumbered by that af Alexander, 
for the main body consisted of only 3Q.0QG inlkdtry, with an inconsiderable 


body of cavalry, 200 elcjiluints, and 300 chariots; but placed as he was, 
mmriocts counted els nothing against him, since he could easily, with a inure 
handful of troops, overmatch any number, provided the attempt to for® a 
passage were made openly Alexander whs too skilful a tactician not to fier¬ 
ce! ve this at a single glance, and hud, accordingly, from the very first, determined 


to trust I'/ss to open force than to stratagem. By a series of movements and 
couiiter-uioveiuenis,lie distracted, the attention of the enemy and kept him in a 
state of uncertainty m to the point where the attempt at crossjug was likely to 
be made, Next, by selecting a number of stations along the hunk, and making 
false alarms during the night, he obliged the troops of Portia to 1 m always I n 
motion, till nature itself was completely exhausted by want ofrepoae. Li>tty by 
oh h-ring [in v visions to be brought in from all quarters, he encouraged the belief 
that In? had abandoned the idea of ending until the swollen waters had sub¬ 
sided Under this impression!, die vigilance of Poms relaxed Meanwhile, in 
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the course of reconnoitring, Alexander Imd dfeeovered n apot where the ehiumid 
was greatly oartrodtad by an island. It toi a gih ut way sp the ifarermi. and* to 
lull suspicion, none of liih- troops were allowed to he seen iiesir it, Cmterua was 
iitiititiiiwl ttjtuiuleiid'ly luduwv with the main body of the nnny; un i Purus, think - 
ing tliiit there the greatest danger lay, w;l- encamped opposite to Sii.ua. Ak-xan- 
del; selecting a body of chosen troops, amounting to afeottfe 6000 men, quiLted the 
Imtik* of the river and marched hack into the interior, os if he luu] I seen v«J 1+ 1 1 
ffiwny by some auddeu emergency. When out of sight hu bent gradually round, 
and in the course of the night arrived on the bank apposite the islntni The 
boats of the Indus were hastily Launched, and he was steering Ids way mining 
th. Foremost td tho > > pud te bank, when the enemy's aentmeh discovered ldm 
and gave the alarm. Purus tir^t sent forward one nf his ^.itis with a -dual I Wly, 
hut these liehcg speedily routed, he hhuseli', leaving only n few trtxqis to watch 
the motion* of I Yu-tus. hastened to the enootmtar. It was too lata? Alrsan- 
tier, with a large portion of his detachment, had effected ft lauding, and rjfcood ><n 
the hank among marshes, into which the etophanta, to which Purus mainly 
trusted, could not venture. He therefore withdrew to the nearest sjn.l -if .solid 
gr*Jiinil, and calmly waited Alexander* uppr.'uek As this is die lu>[ kittle- 
held in which the *i dii-.-r^ <«f Europe were arrayed against those of India, a 
deep interest naturally attaches to all it-* amngeHlCata> and will justify a fuller 
detail than might have beam necessary mnler different einmm*tanw$- 

Poruft stationed his elephants in front with an interval uf I MO feet Let worn 
cadi of them The infantry were placed in a second Lino behind the elephants, 
ami in such a way o_s to till up the intervals. The two wings eonsisfc^J of 
cavalry, und nf the diariots ranged <m eitlier side Iw’yond I lieui. AJexainler 
commenced the battle by attacking tin- enemy s left wing with hi' cavrdiy and 
mounted archer*. He had anticipated that thin attack would e>enpd tin* 
enemy s right "wing to move forward in support uf it* left, and had ordered that, 
in tlmt !■ ofliM cav airy mrh-5 *ielu-. diuuM itinvc round Ui s I ■, 

rear, mid tlnun place the enemy's cavalry, :l» it were be tween two lire*. The 
result was :ift he had foreseen; and the enemy's cavalry was obliged, in order to 
meet the diiEiblc attack to fact? about old form two fronts, Taking advantage 
of the partial confusion thus produced* Alexander brought up lii* phalanx to Lite 
charge, nod tin* enemy's wings, to tally unable to suntaiu it. sought shelter Tv 
rushing into the intervals between the elephants. By these powerful aruuiuk 
the fortune of the day seemed for n short time to he retrieved aa they pressed 
forward and t rumpled down eveiything that opposed, Ha* advantage, however, 
wrts "ily mnmcuLnjy The Mrtrr<-d''< limits mnler thiirnn^h discdpliut'. -|.mu.| 
their ranks, and then, a» the clephaitta jassed. nttiieked Uit-ni un flank and rear, 
dun .ting il iwii their gnidtH lnd infliirLing wounds whidk, witli»>ut tadng mortal, 
30 g*dvd them that they lustsune utterly liniminagcahte* ‘Hiil-i hurried lunrk 
among the Indian rankx, they produced irrexnc<ludde ouufuaion At Lhk mitic.il 
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mu intuit iLTnterus, who bad tmcceodod in croeaaig the river, made hk appearcuaje. ite.aij, 
(its tprmi.-t wen: perfectly tYcnh,, while the Indiana. exhausted by fatigue, broken 
in spirit, iu>4 tfainnrs I in nundjcrs, had lo$t nil [ owtT of rertsUuwe. A dreadful 
slaughter eiism-d, iuid Poru±s saw hU troop* falling by tlnnbumtU. He ujIL bow- 
ever. kept the field During tin l whole ilay Krr hud mingled in the thickest of 
the light, ami performed prodigies of valour. His stature, which was idnax-t 
gigantic, and tin- depliant on which he was mounted, made him u conspicuous 
object t’"r the Maced nr non archers ^ and he must have fallen early had he not 
wni ll o>ut of mail which nt> jutow could pierce. Hie right shoulder mw the 
t|tjly port exposed, and in it he wiia severely wounded ills detenu ination 
scijiiu.'t't to be to perish on the spot, for he vns left almost alone before his atten- 
slants could induce him to mingle with the fugitives. A fault 12*000*11 his 
to'ops were dain. and 90CKI taken prisoners 'Hie Macedonian loss was trifling 
amounting at the utmost according tu Diodorus to TOO infantry and 230 cuvtdry. 
Awjr-ling to Arrian, the loss of infantry was only eighty, 

Alexander, struck with admiration of the valour which Purus had displayed, ^n«" L ‘ T 
was anxious to save his life. and sent T:lx lion after him to endeavour to induce 
him to eammdet The choice was unfortunate, fur the two native chiefs haul 
lung been at deadly feud; and Penis, when overtaken, was so exasperated at the ■ 
sight ofhis old enemy, whom he probably also regarded :i- a main cause of the 
great disaster width hud just befallen hint, that by aimed u blow which Taxiles 
narrowly vswu[*cd. A second suininona, by a motv influential messenger, suc¬ 
ceeded, and F-rus, finding escajte impossible, yh-ldvd lumself a prisoner. 

In the midst, of his tmsfi'rtuiie.s. Fonts displayed a manliness and dignity 
which proved him worthy of a Ih tter fate. In one day he had h«st his kingdom, 
mud seen three of bis sons hill in bottle, but he <Ub*J oined to nsanme the attitude 
of a suppliant. anil, when Alexander, riding up at the head of his office ra asked 
how he wished to ha treated, i<im[ily answered " K ny ully." " Tlmt,' rejoined 
Alexander, " 1 shall do for my own sake, but what run I to do for yentryf ** Do 
ji^t as i have -aid." was the reply, Sound policy combined with Akximilur's 
natural magnanimity in making him desirous to secure the frit-nddiip of such a 
umiL Me aissiniinglv heaped! favours upon him, not only restoring his farmer 
territories, but enlarging them by many new- annexations, Purus Win* not 
ungrateful, and continued faithful to Ins Macedonian masters 

En canmiomo ration of JjIh v ictory. Alexander erected a city ou the spot, anil utuaakrS 
gave it the name of Nterns* Another city which he erects 1 on the site of [r “ v,t * 4 
his vTi^mifHifiit on the right Imnk of the Hydaapes, ho railed Eucopbafa. in 
honour of lib ln«rso Btirephulun. which, after carrying him through ail hb cam- 
jaligns, tmil rvoeritlv died of old age or in battle. Neither of these dries has 
rinen I wen identified. After repaying for a time in the dominions of Purus, he 
again set out, and proceeded nurth-e.tLst iret< ■ the territory of the ClUuAe, which 
is represented its densely peopled and covered with cities, many of them with 
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more than 10,000 inhabitants The Uaem of Lis uiunt- had preceded him. and 
the chiefs hastened to mate Hair rt«bmi*ihm It. would seem Hint,. before quit- 
tiug the Hydnspe^ Lis thoughts. Imd lieeo turned home warn Is: for on finding 
timber vtvli litre,I t t the purpose, he caused immense (jitiuititit*- to hr chi down 
arid employed in building ve^U, with which he proposed, tit n later period to 
descend the InduA Meanwlrile Lb ambition urged him forward, uml he arrival 
ut the Twtuks of the Arcsines or Cliemmb. Though much brooder find more 
impetuous than the I Tyd&sjiea, there wils rm enemy to dispute the paisai^ and 
it wm erod'd with comparative ease It ^however, that though m, enemy 
appeared the country was in ptMseaeaon of one whim* name, sonic what t nuige 
to t»y, was Itbo Pont. He was nut only not related to the Boros of whom the 
a1 ™ lma been, given, hut wan at open comity will* him. and probably 

miller the inflitenrc of this enmity, h;>d previously to the little of die Hydaspel 
sent m his sohmisston to Alexander. It appears, however, that dm favour into 
which die other Poms hail been received had ulfrndec] or alarmed him; and 
therefore, on the news -pi Alexanders approach, instead of waiting either tj 
welcome him as a friend or oppose him as an enemy lie suddenly dmppewo^ 
Dairying al.most all the youth of the country fit for arms along with hinL Alex¬ 
ander offiandwl, efl^votmsl Oj overtake him; and in the course of the pursuit 
arrived at another of the Punjab rivers, called the Hydnmte or Ravce Before 
crossing it, he lieafcowcd the territories of the fugitive Pom* t >„ his more deserving 
namesak e The passage, which, according to RenneJ, 1 took place near Lahore, he 
nppenra to We effected without difficulty; hut in the county beyond, he found a 
formidable comhmath m fofmed u * resist him Three native states, of which that 
-if the Mnlli wue the must powerful had united their three* against the invader 
In the campaign winch followed, Alexander was drawn far to the smith where a 
strong city, which b>re the name of Sanguhv or Sag l in was situated, rome where 
Ltween Lahore and Mooltan. Tieth from the dv.seriptkm anil the tuum* of the 
inluibihints, it i> conjectured to have been nearer the Litter, Bosiatu&rc in the 
qien field soon proved hopelu^; the confedetutos, as a lust refuge, abut them¬ 
selves up In Saiiguk w hich occupied a position, and was otherwise 

ns strong as Indian art rculd make it Alexander commenced the and 

carried it on with so much vigour that tin place soon fell into lib Linds Tim 
resistance had araaperoted him; and forgetting the magnanimity which he had 
displayed in the rcse of Torus, he disgraced himself hy a horrible muss*** in 
which neither age nor sex was; spared. 

From thin atrocity Alexander turned to make new oonqtia&fa, nml readitil 
the banks of the HypW$ or Bens. Here he was met by an nliBtnde more for- 
mi da Mr than any he hud yet envrointeiv,L Hi European troops, worn out w ilh 
f-mg smirc, had become impatient; nnd, when be fommJly intimated his inten¬ 
tion to eras die river, broke oat into load munuura In vain he harangued 
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(hem, and pointed to the country itcwtul where new victories ami rich spoils ik.t wr. 
awaited thej jl I iirir Ltcurta were set on home, and they plainly declared their 
ili-termituition not- to proceed. Even Genu*. one of the generals who stood 
highest in hi* favour, espoused the cause of the soh Iters, and delivervi I :i speech 
which, it less rhetorical than that of his muster, made a deeper impression and 
vi'iis received with acclamations Fur u time Ate slimier was immoveable, and 
decLued that, even if Im own countrymen should abandon him lie would place 
himself sit the head of his Asiatic subjects. Hds, however was mere bravado; 
ami on llnding tlint his (Smjk> were pot to In: worked irfani* either by threat* 
nr promises* he announced hi* intention to return. 

Lite in die autumn of bx 3 2 7, tie hud retraced Inn step* to the IIyda>*|KSL *■.. 

iiiid found t!ie fleet which he had ordered to lie constructed, in mi diners to carry rrtBJni1 
him down the stream, The voyage itself was not free from danger* hut the 
greatest risk which Alexander ran, wa* during one of the frequent deset-nts which 
he mud*- on land for the purpose of wuhjiigatiisg the Wyoming territories While 
storming one of the cities of the MallL he found himself almost alone on the 
rampart. He could easily have saved hmtft&lf by a retrograde movement, but 
disd ai ning to have it said that, he had turned ids, l«u;k* he leaped inside, and 
uaisi fur ti time exposed to the whole fmy of the defenders Having gained a 
tire and placed Ms back signiiist it, he made almost au[ierhuman exertions and 
kept Ids opponent# at buy till an arrow pierced deep into his shoulder, and he 
fell down in a swoon, Another moment and his death was inevitable; but the 
time gained by his defence had been gallantly redeemed by his troops, and seve¬ 
ral of his officers rushing in, placed their shields around him. The wound, at 
tint deemed mortal. spread grief and consternation among his followers; hui the 
vigour of his constitution mid the skill of his physicians prevailed* and was 
uhle ere long Lo make Iub appoanmee amid general rejoicing* 

fn proceeding down the river* Alexander tunned Ids fcjrmy into three divi- r,, <rtl[ ... 
sinus, two Of which marched along the opposite hunk, while the third, under hie l "“ l “’ 
imni command, kept the stream He dbnviinis dispatched * intenw with a 
third of the army by an inland oolite across Arnchraia itnd Dranghma to 
hurmariia or Kerman, and proceeded with the ngnmindor down the Indus. On 
arrival at Pultelft, evidently the modem Tat tie situated near the 2 i|jex of the 
delta, he remained for soma time; and, on departing, sent a body of troops to 
explore the adjoining country, and afterward* join him at it Hxed plnet? <«f 
rendezvous, He selected the west httUich of the river for the remainder of Lis 
vnyagi, during which his want of pilots mid ignorance of navigation ei:|K>sed 
him tti scthhib flanger This wa-* md diminished but rather on reiidv- 

Lng Lhc estuary, Acpintnled only witli the iTudgnitfenut tides of tho Mn liter 
rale -an what was his xsteiUHhment and that of Jim Greek* when they In-held the 
iimgrutietut tide of tie Indian (bean rushing in* and, in consequence nf the 
sudden contraction of the opposite slioim moving rapidly along in one volume 
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of water several fiset high; This aingulttr phenomenon. now well known to 
mariners by the ntlur of the U »v. ami tsmujum W the Indus with many other 
rivers similarly situated produced not only wonder but terror tieduine it seemed 
to portend tlit* iltbttrneti'Jii *.f th.- w] mle float In point of fact, considerable 
damage was sustained before tint moss,try ph-^tUtiona could t*' taken, 

Hero Alexanders maritime adventure* end&A The little lie luv I seen of the 
sea hud |>r ibably left him no desire to bfccomu 1 setter acquainted with it* 
dangers These lie loft Xesuvbiu. to encounter, by giving him the command of 
the fleet, with injunctions hi .skirt unit explore the short- from the Indus west 
ward He himself with the main body of the army, took leave of India for 
ever by tui inland route, which. though he was not aware of the fact, the 
more perilous of tin* two, os it led through the heart of a sandy desert, which 
stretches, ntm%;- without mfceimptio:;, from the eastern edge of the I os in of the 
Indu* across the south of the Asiatic and the north of the Airman continent to 
the Atlantic Ocean 

Trie Indian exjiedithm of Alexander cannot lie justified on moral grounds 
It was dictated by a wild and ungovernable ambition; and spread Misery and 
■ i'.’jit3 :hii ny Lliou-aiid-i and ten- "f th ei-, i J ■-, wlm had dime no idling I lutfetid 
him. and were peacefully pursuing their different branches of industry, when 
lie made hh appearance among them liken destroying demon. Such exploits, 
once deemed the only avenues in fktjiv art now juilged mmv windy Still it is 
iropnasibk to deny that, conquerors \vm- niton i u early times, pioneers of civi¬ 
lization. commerce following peacefully along their bloody trick, and compen¬ 
sating for their devastation by the blessings which it dEfused. Such was 
certainly the twilit of the Indian ex] sedition of Alexander; and tb-roforo 
while reprobating the motives in which it originated, we cannot fail rejuice 
tint I it was so overruled by Providence ns to bn productive of tno&t in 4 iu riant 
and valuable results 

The coaquestn of Alexander were never consolidated imil formed only n 
nominal Macedonian 011111111?., which fell fid pieces on hi* death, and tyfan jiflTii- 
titmed by his officers. 'llie most eastern portion was given to Sden. 1 ■ 

who established himself in Babylon, and became the founder of the dynasty j of 
the SeleiiciditV which lasted fur two cent uric* and n hull’ In Hie eaiiy part of 
Ills reign, the struggles which he had to maintain with powerful couipetitoies 
completely engrossed Lin utttmtioii; In it when, fey the overthrow of Autigomw, 
be fell. (irmly seated cm the throne, lie appears to have became animator I with 
an ambition to imitate the exploit* “f .-VieWinder arid mm hi.. . ■••• • M. 

East ltulin. iiahiil. he imtiindly regarded a* forming part of Ub territory imd, 
ern hearing that tire nati ves had risen in insurrection, killed Alexander s prefects 
nnd thrown off the Macedonian yukc, lie resolved 1,1 treat them 11a ivM* 
Accordingly* after having made himself nutter of Bmrtriig he crossed the Indus, 
and entered the tetriterifa of whidfc Tuxihs and Poms were still mkra KoiLhtrr 
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of them disputed bis authority, and he continued his progress till he reached the bc mjt 
country the Prnsii, over whom Sandracottus had usuqted the sovereignty, 
after he had murdered their lawful king. This usurper, whose identity with 
Chandragupta, who figures in the traditions and also in a drama of the Hindoo*. iwiwimwc 
has been established* was of low origin, and. according to Justin. 1 the chief uua*». 
classical authority foT all tluit is known of him, owes! his rise ton pretended zeal 
for liberty. His countrymen. believing him. placed power in his luuids, and 
the first use he made of it was to enslave them. 

Unprincipled though Sandmcottus luul proved himself to be by the mode in 
which he attained the throne, he soon showed by his talents that he was not 
unworthy of reigning, and, by force, fear, or persuasion, bad extended his 
dominions on even* side, till be was able to bring into the field an army estimated 
by hundreds of thousand Such was the enemy with whom Seleucus was 
about to come into collision. We cannot wonder that the prospect made him 
pause, and tliat. more es|»ecially on learning how much his presence was required s*^****. 

till arol 

in the West, where new wars were raging, he was glad to propose terms of feUanu 
accommodation. Sandracottus, aware of his ml vantage, made the nuwt of it; and 
all that Seleucus obtained was 500 elephants, in return for which he ceded all 
his Indian territories on both sides of the Indus. As a means of cementing the 
treaty. Sandraeottus married the daughter of Seleucus. The capital of the king¬ 
dom of the Prnsii, called by classical writers Paliliothm. and by the Hindoos 
PuUdiputra. and believed to liave stood on or near the site of the modem Patna, 
formed a quadrangle of vast extent, inclosed by wooden walls Uxqvholed for 
arrows.* 

Tin- alliance between Seleucus and Sandmcottus was not disturbed; and 
Megastbenes. who long lived at Palibothra us ambassador from the former, wrote 
a work which, notwithstanding its excessive leaning to the marvellous, was the 
great source from which ancient classical writers derived most of what they 
knew concerning the interior of India The period of Indian history subsequent 
to the reign of Seleucus Ls very imperfectly known. Recently an unexpected 
light has Ix-en thrown upon it by the discovery of large quantities of coins, 
which show that the western portion of the country continued subject to the 
Greek kings, who had the seat of their government in Buctria Considerable 
progress, also, bus l>een made in deciphering and interpreting certain monumental U “ tna 
inscriptions which are written in an unknown aiphulxt, and, like the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, seemed as if they had l>cen designed not so much to inform as to 
ptiX 7 .li* posterity. The key having at length been found, some valuable infor¬ 
mation has already l>een obtained, and more inav lie expected; but as,yet 
the amount is too scanty to justify any attempt at detaiL All that need be said 
hem is, that ufter several of the Seleuciihe, among whom Antiochua the Great is 
most conspicuous, and several Kings of Baetria, which first became indepoident 
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iiTidt'r TLeodotus about ac had held sovereignty t<« n greater or less extent 
in India. Li horde of Scythians, driven by the Hum from the shores of the J«x- 
art>^ uuuU- their uppeaninrK nhriut n century tafore the C'hrfetkn cm. and 
^lSjuhI h tirm footing m the lower brain of the Xudu± Here the; formed what 
kas been called the Imlo Scrthiv pimrinw of Sctnde, tad were endeavouring, 
a bold nail often successful opposition from the native^ to force their 
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way into tin* fertile ha&m of the 
Ganges when another horde ar¬ 
rived from Persia about ac. 2(i 
under the learferwhip of Yn-clii, 
who gained for them a tcio* 
[a-ran* aacendtmey, and W-ame 
the founder of on Indo-Sovtlnnri 
dynasty Altout the ^mie time 
» native prince called Vierniim- 
dityn, who is one of the greatest 
l"' r<NS& m Hindoo story, established ad extensive sovereignty which h;nl ile- 
fferbttdd* for its southern boundary; and at Oqjeui, his capital, held acqui t 
remarkable not only for its splendour, but for the number of learned men 
whom the enlightener I liberality . | vereign had drawn around him In 

Southern India. also, BCveral native sovereignties appear to have been eatalj- 
lishinl os will; us Um Christian era Among these the most conaptemm 
fooi fya which occupied a large tract in the south-west of the peninsdR and 
lj- of whose kings, called Pond inn, is add by Strabo to have sent an ainbawW 
to the Ihmurn emperor Augustus; and Chula, which, including the \ bmutic 
extended over a large? portion 0 i the south-east of the peninsula, and reached 


iK^rtli to the hunks of the G ml a very. They are now. however, little Itchier limn 
empty tiMneu ns they do not furnish during their long duration nnv foots so 
’well authmticatnl as to entitle them to a place in liistoiy. 

It is somewhat remarkable tlmt the Romans, though they 1 wasted of Whig 
the rulers of the worlil. never possessed an inch tend boiy in | nrlEsi. On several 
mmdoits during their wars- in the East, they came into collision with sovereigns 
whose dominion* reached beyond the Indus, bat the tide of Roman victory 
invariably stepped, ;t> i f It !md met nn insuperable barrier, before it reached that 
neh-biuted stream. It was not ignorance or imlifferen^ that k-tl the Romans 
tlniH tu eontmd limit^ .if thrir ^i>forn fnmr : - ■ i m rheContrary, several of 

thob meet popular writere hud made them well acquainted with the geography 
tiiul the lending physical features of India, while many of its p r , tdiar products 
wvre exhibited for sale in their in&rU and found Mger purehiiHent often at 
Q&mm prices. They must often have longed to be nm.stvra of a emirslrv 
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which ministered so greatly to their luxury mid comfort; nud however much they ac. — 
umy have wished it to be thought that they could have carried their conquests 
farther, hud they believed that there wits anything beyond to tempt their am¬ 
bition, it is sufficiently obvious that India never felt the terror of their power, 
merely because inhospitable deserts and warlike nations interjxised to place it 
beyond their reach. 

While it is iiiqioissihle to give the Romans credit for moderation in refraining 
from any attempt to Conquer India, it is pleasing to find in their conduct an 
illustration of the inqiortAnt foot, that the peaceful intercourse which commerce 
carries on between distant nations, besides escaping nil the horrors which war 
curries in its train, secures all and more than all the advantages which 
could luive been hoped from the most absolute and least expensive form of con¬ 
quest In Rome and all its dependencies, the rich products of the soil and the 
looms of India arrived as surely, as abundantly, and as cheaply os they could 
have done luul the whole country from the Himalaya to Caj>e Comorin Wn 
one vast Roman province. 

Before leaving ancient India, it will not be out of place to take n survey of 
the leading routes by which, at this early fieriod. the traffic between the East ujuno^- 
and West was conducted. Overland the only practicable method of traffic was 
by means of caravans, which, after quitting the western confines of India, pro¬ 
ceeded directly to Bactriu. Here the first great halt was made at Balkh, on the 
southern frontiers, and a great eni)X>rium was established. From Bactria tlie 
usual line of route was toward Babylon, which, in like mnnner, became another 
great emporium. In pursuing this line the shores of the Caspian were nearly 
approached, and advantage was often taken of it to ship good* which were 
carried north to a convenient sjiot, and then conveyed by land to the Black Sea. 
by which not only the countries udjacent to the coasts could lie supplied but an 
easy access could l>e hud through the Dardanelles to the ports of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. From Babylon the route westward led directly to Palmyra, which, in »*>•**•» 
CQRs^UfDOe of the mart thus established, overcame all the disadvantages of its 
situation in the heart of a desert, and became the capital of a jMxwerfui anil 
opulent kingdom. From Palmyra the coast of the Levant was reached without 
much difficulty, and its harbour* became places of exchange for the three quar¬ 
ters of the globe, bartering the spices of India and the frankincense of Arabia 
against the peculutr products both of Europe and Africa. Besides tlie direct 
overland route now traced, there were many lines of divergence from what may 
be culled its main trunk. These were chiefly intended to supply the places 
which lay at a distance on eifJier side of it, and thus furnished the means of 
transport for a very extensive inland tnule. 

The overland route, which, but for the camel, would have l>ecn altogether 
impracticable, was necessarily alow, toilsome, and expensive, and was therefore 
less extensively used than the maritime route, especially after a knowledge of 
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thi- uoiunoiu in th« Indian Ouesa hud emboldened nuvigaOira, even before tin* 
tinmpods was discovered, to Launch out into the deep'and isteej- their remise directly 
*U’ rfKH f r(,m Awt to slit-rtf. In this wav the outward voyage was aecomplisihrel 
la' tin- south-west, am I the homeward by the northern moruuwn—the former, 
cotisrejuwilly, in the ‘uuuuwit anti the latter in tin- winter month* This wu* 
a va>i,. ini|injveraent on the earlier iui*|oof navigation, bttfc even U+tore it was 
iliin.'Oyered tin- trade by sea obtained great irajRjrtanec- Mention has alresdv 
been mad,- of the PhrcnieJULs, who* by means of it iteipiired an opulent* which 
rjij^di! the merchants of Tyre princes ami a power which it took all the skill 
prowess* mtd I^iaewninw - f Akxmuler the Great to overthrow. As tiny could 
n«it communicate iHneotly with India, and wmwnwxUmg to dapnd for transjiort 
011 tI n: -Egyptiana who might at any time, by h-clbling lo [jt-rfomi their part, of 
it, have extinguished the trade, they, by force or negotiation, made themselves* 
nutatcre Ilf some convenient hsrboura cm the Arabian coast* ni*nr tin- entrance 
of the Red Se^ and, taring them as entrepots farmed a ec.immitnrafcinn with 
Tyre by a land route, of which they had secured the entire control Tin* 
dist since was still HO great aa to ho very inconvenient; nod hence new facilities 
for the trade were obtained when tin* PhceniciiiUK took pusaession uf Rhino 
ndum the nearest port in the Mediterranean to the Ktnl Hvu. It is true that 
Ijelnrc the good* could reach Tyre a double re-diipmrnt thus became neces- 
^iryA Sait the dinturaplied land carriage more Hum compensated fur Hus dis¬ 
advantage and enabled them, by the abundance and riheajmes with which 
they could supply other nations, to reUhl&fi almost a complete mono]io|v of 
tlie Indian tnuhi 

On the destruction of Tyre and the foundation of Alexandria, the trade with 
India entered a new channel in which it nmtiuutd afterward to flow for nearly 
eighteen centimes, Alexander had the merit of selecting this elmniu-J, Imt died 
too soon to see ita advantages rfeal&ed So thoroughly, however, had he 
impartsJ Ins idea* to Ptolemy Lngiis (Jmt that officer, on becoming master uf 
%.Vpt, made Alexandria hi* capital, and provided it* ItnrUmr with a light-house, 
in tin* ereethm wf which -** much magnilkenre ami engineering skill were din- 
playtd, that, it linked m one of tlie seven wonders of thv world. His view* 
were follower] out by bis son and sqrevswr, Ptolemy EMkdelphns, who, aftvr 
endeavouring, hut without sricee*. to form noma} ueros* the taliiuti* of Suez, 
wiiicb would have given a continuous water eommimhiafcion to Alexandria, 
founded the now city «T Beraiic on Lite west const of the Ihd Sen, From ibh 
. ity a land carriage, not unattended with difficulties which great esertinn* were 
"U'df to flfjrt.noimt.. brought the pfadu&Mif India to ©opto® Tin* remaining 
iILstnncv to Alexandria was easily completed by a short cajrnl mid the Nile 

Thrm, s i, the ebumet thus opened, the wraith nf l„,|i„ „, n ti n ,„d to flow into 
l-.irypt so long a* it remained nn independent kingdom. Ontwnril twli, 

I. .wing Berenioe with sod, «nWw of European and Afrienn export were in 
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demand in tin? Ea*t. nkiiu-d tin? Arab [an niul Persian county taking advantage SC — 
of sueli prominent hrad-lands its enabled them to steer direct without following 
the windings of the shore, ami fcJuas reached the Indium coast near the mouths 
of the Itiiiun How fnr they aftcrwaiiLt proceeded south ts not known: but as 
there wa-. no altitude in the wav, mill some of the moat prized products of the 
country lay in that di recti, m, it is to be presumed that, instead of ronliTiiitg 
timmsclve* to a lew isolated .spoto, they firmed n gent-ml acquaintance with the 
whole se»*bi>ni To secure thecoimnand of this lucrative trade, tlu> Egyptian 
kings maintained fi large Meet at sea, which, while it kept dawu piracy deterred 
other n&liora from entering into competition with them. The nation which 
toLilil have dune so with moat effect was Persia, which puss*-ased the obvious and 
very inifH.rtJLnt. advantage of a far shorter jjea fja^agtt. From the Persian Gulf 
they could have readied India in about half the time which the Egyptians must 
have taken. The Persians, however, bad in tig un aversion to muntime enter- t.-. 

prise—tin aversion so great, tlmt they an? said to have erected bwraerS adniss the 
Tigris and Euphrates for the purpose of rendering it impossible- Be thh* as it 
limy, it sticius establishtsl that the Indian produce which they obtained for 
their own use, or the supply of adjacent countries, came mostly overland by the 
■Tiravans. Another eansu of the supineruiss of the Pc mans in regeax 1 to r nar i- 
time intercourse with India, may lx? found in the erroneous ideas generally 
entertained respecting the proper limits of tin? Caspian Sea on the north, and 
its relative position to the Black Sea, The Caspian wna somewhat uiuiccounte 
ably imagined to lie a branch of the great Northern Ocean, and it was believed 
tint by means - d it a clumnel of comimmination might be opened up with 
Eurnjhe, which might thus be made to receive Uic products of India by a fhr Emu-fa 
shorter route titan the Indian Ocean, and consequently at a tar cheaper mUi pw<rr '‘ |! ' 7 ' 
than they ciiuM K J furnished by the Egyptian*. Ideas of this kind seem to 
have weighed j cuticulady with some of Alexander* successors in the East, 

Seleueii- Niuator, the itr*t and one of the nbh-si of them, is even said to have 
contemplated a canal which would have joined the Caspian and Block Seaa, and 
thereby secured a monopoly of European and Indian traffic. 

After the Horuana cutu^nd Egypt and converted it into n province, in nc. 

SO, the lT arm els of traffic with the East continued 'unchanged, while its amount 
was enormously increased ln>th by latid and sea. By the latter, in particular, 
the tzmflic received an impulse unfeh before, when a navigator of the name of 
tfippalus conceived the idea of cutting off nearly a half of the voyage between ui t t*h« 
the Bed Sea and India l>y abandoning the timid track pursued along the 
Uitrrvi'niTig dm ness and steering boldly jhr out of sight of land through the 
very middle of the ocean, The plan seeLi^ so mi turn!, and the m msi derations 
which suggested it so obvious, that one finds smne dirfietilrv in i>rCOgJUadng 
JOppalus ilh the inventor, or in giving him much credit for the invention. He 
had simply observed the regularity of the monsoonst and concluded that by 
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11 v ~ ch» using the proper season^ the one would tsurv him out and the other bring 
him home 

C0tn» nf the voyage, and even the time occupied by it is minutely 
' '^Mbd by the eider Pliny, 1 The cargo destined for India being embarked art 
the Xile, was conveyed by it and a short eauaI to Copt***. u dihUnev of IJ03 [idles. 
At Oiptos the la.ru t coinage oitnmencfed end wels eon tinned 2oti miles to Berenice, 
«>n die west, shore vt the Red Sm Prom Berenice the vts^-l -:t^ 11 -3 about 
initbummer,. and after a abort Emit near the Straits of Bated-inati'lei.. h^k its 
hmd departure usually for M usi ns on the MaUdnir coast The whole time 
occupied, on an average, from the Mediterranean to India was n little more than 
three months, or ninety-four days Of these, the inland nwigatioji to t'nptos 
occupied twelve, the land transport to Bereimv twelve, die voyage d-pwii the 
Red Sea thirty, and the voyage aavtv the Indian Ocean forty day* The time 
occupied by the Red Sea voyage seems out of all proportion to the ether, hut 
may 1 .kj accounted l^r partly by the difficulty ut navigating a sea notorious for 


JltJ tre’t tir r*l IV,in Vnyt^a di! In. v .f nt\ Jfcfl, 

baffling winds ami storm®. and perkup* pertly aim by delay* which imy have 
b‘-ii -'..-'"I,.. •( hv i.-d|ing on \ ■■ 11, -id,•-..[■ Mm I-.-: -1 fur ll,., pur'! , of CtflUr 

plating the cargo. Thu homeward voyage, cornnujiced eui-ly in IiecemkT, 
appears to have liven the far uioro tedious of the two 

Though the Persians had failed to take luhimtiig^ of their inuiiLime proxi¬ 
mity to India, the Romans hod do rm .tier carried their eastern frontier to the 
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E*ank~ yf thy Euphrates than nn important trade sprung up in the Ferriflja Gulf. \ n — 
■ml Indian produce wn* tnmspurfced iH large ijminitties up the river, and then 
went tn hilrru r i which remind the ndvuntnge to such mi extent that even Rome ft-im 

- „ bf lluf 

caudcseimded at one time to court lU idJfitnec. After this proud rity luul ^ fluif 
declin'd iivs wsi-s tottering i<i it- Gill, die Persian monnrohs continued the traffic 
which bid iwen established. md by means of it enriched faht>m.Wlves at the 
«sp«n*>tjf tin* Greek*. who hml nmdi? (Vnstantinnpta the capita] of their empire. 

A> we huVr now touched on medieval time*, it may suffice, in concluding the 
sketch of ancient India- to mention that. the groat Btuplcs ofita trade -wen* then 
tuMvly till- Mine us ;il piwnt. ami OOmdsbd chiefly of i-ottnn awl silk, go^k. 
dyes, ilnigii spires nud ununntica, pearls diamonds, emeralds, and oile r precious 
-tout-; These were jiaid chiefly in the precious metals, but portly rUo in 
woollen doth, lejh-i, tin brass wine, and a few foreign perfumes Though n 
passage in the hixtituta# of Menu, which refers to sea voyages ns well o» bind 
jm in leys, implies that tile inludutanta of India leal lagun ut an early peril <1 to 
navigate the ocean, they seem to have confined themaelves to coasting, and eo 
have 1 fr the external trade entirely' in the hands of stnmgera This uvcrsbui 
to eomniit tliemselves to the open sea Imd its origin in superstitious fears, which 
si LI I continue to operate. 


CHAPTER II. 


MoJeiffel IndU—Aiak iMUHjueiis—FI rut *|>|i«unn.« of Miili'JinetAns in India.—Conquest irf Sdndt Ky 
rvd^i —F.rpufeijn ,if the Araln—Huufe? of GJmrmw——SaUifl illhmswl 

AHOltETAHISM, which had made little progress so lung 
m pcraiuision only was employed to propagate it. no (tanner 
began to wield the sword tlian it spread rapidly <m every t “‘ lML 
ride, Before the death of Mahomet, in b32, it had 
diied all Arabia „ and nunle u rotiridtruble itnpresrian Imth 
mi Syria ami Panda; and under Ids *um\«sors Et had, in the course of less 
tliati n Century, not only (xm^dsted these ccmtjuesta but eriuhiy-itd an empire 
which stretched conti miouriy from Arabia as centre, west to the Atlantic 
ingulfing Sfiain and threatening the fhirCKt portion of I'ranw-north and 
north-east through Persia, to the vsu.i region which extends K+twi-en Lbe Uxti* 
and the Jitiuute from the < aspiait to Mount 1 minis—and east beyond the 
luniks of the Indus. * I U progress in (hi 1 - lust dimdh«li must now Ik* traesLil 

Aa early its the caliphate of Omar, the Arabs ■ masting along the shares of 
tin! Indian Ocean. had made predatory discerns ujmn Seiude, chiefly for the 
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,i o.m purpose of carrying off the women, whose beauty was in high repute, to adorn 
the Arabian harems; but no land expedition deserving of notice took place till 
f intajvpjir. (hi I when part of an Anib force which life! penetrated from Mett to CaUxfI, 
!£L i* and gained, it is syd 12000 converts, was despatched to explore the tower part 
of the Punjab. Tbia detachment, under the cunmuind of Mohabh, whi> utW- 
wapk figured m a warrior in Persia nnd Am bin forced it- way into Mon] tan, 
uiii.l lvtunm-d will] numerous captives. The next expedition was oil u gn-ai.o' 
ite. itiitl led t(» djore permanent regatta An Arab ship bad Injun rained at 
DewtU, n. seaport of Scaadfr Restitution \vaa demanded* but Rajah Ihifiir, whose 
territories are wild k’ have included ilouEtan and all Suinde, together with *inu: 
adjacent p Lai ns, endeavoured to evade compliance, by pretending that DeWnJ 
wfvs not subject to his authority. The Arabs* thus refused redress, determined 
Jo eumjtel it, and, wiili this view, sent a body eoiudsting only of I BOO infimiry 
and 300 horse. It was altogether inadequate, and finished. Exasperated at the 
fid hire* FFejtij, governor of Bmsorah in 711, dispatcher.) a regular forct- nf UOOO 
a..iLuwi men. under the command of bis nephew Hobamed Qasim, wild, though only u 
youth of twenty* possessed great military talents, and after surmounting all 
dliKcnlties, encamjwd under the walls of I>ewuL The siege commenced wtth an 
attack on « celebrated pagein contiguous to Lhe town, and inclosed Uy a h igh 
wall of hewn stone. In addition to the Brahmins who usually occupied it, it 
had n .strong garrison of Raj] mots The defence was resolute, and might have 
been successful, had not Uadru learned that thr? safety of the place was 
Conoeivetl to depend on a Hag which wils hying from a tower. Acting on this 
inf (Filiation, he directed all his engines against the ibg, and hud no sooner 
--truck it down, than the resistance tieeame so feeble re- to make his entrance 
easy. AVitli IjArlMrroud fanaticism be circumcised all the Bnilnuins, iw a first 
Ftep to their can version, and on tin ding it ineffectual, put all the noils tihove 
seventeen to ihath, ami made slaves of the women and children. The capture 
Em captiua of Dewnl itself soon followed, and Cnsim continued hia vieforiotta progress, 
taking in siiLxesrion, Neran (tie modem Hydendstd), Sub wan, and a fortress 
nailed Halim. A more formidable resistance wax however, in preparation; and 
this ;irrivul of the mjali’s eliled. sun at the fiend of a strung I'inje, reduced him 
bo the necessity of acting nn the defensive. This continued, till the arrival of 
201H) Persian horise gave him once more the superiority; and by bvgari to 
advance on Abr, the capital* which was situated in tlie north of Scinde, near 
the modem ikskkur. 

The rajah himsdf being now, as it Were, brought to hay deter min ed to 
eh ake a final stroke for bis kingdom, and appeared at the bend of an array of 
."0.U00 men. Casim lignin stood on the defensive, and skilfully couipensateil 
inferiority of timid tens by the strength of lib) pwitioiL The mja.1i, Advancing 
boldly to the attack, was wounded by an arrow, and at the same time the 
depliant on which lie was mounted being struck by a fireball, rnsbed off in 
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terror and plunged with him into the river. The occurrence completely din- A .n. til 
concerted the Indians; and though Dahir mounted a horee, nnd displayed lx>th 
skill and courage in endeavouring to ndlv theni. it wax too late. The fortune 
of the day whs decided, ami his gallaut etfort to retrieve it only cost him his 
life 

Tlio remains of the Indian army took refuge in the city of Brohmanalisul n»nx« 
C'aaim advanced against it, nnd met a resistance which probably be lmd not ihxHZ^L 
anticipated The rajah s widow heroically assumed the defence, and made it tmL 
gotxl while provisions lasted. When they failed, and resistance in consequence 
Injcame hopeless, she erected a funeral pile, nnd committed herself olid children 
to the flames. Many of the garrison, equally prepared for death, met it by 
throwing open the gates and rushing out to jieriah by the swords of the 
Isisiegers. Those who remained had no better fate On the assault, all in arms 
were slaughtered; the rest were carried into liondage. Casim. in pursuing his 
conquests took Mooltan without resistince, and became master of all the terri¬ 
tories which had belonged to Rajah Dahir. 

It would seem that, Inside the children who perished with their mother sihjnuw 
in Braliimmahad. the rajah Imd two daughters possessed of great personal r * ,cM ** 
attraction* They were among the captives; and seeming fit to gruw the caliph’s 
Imrem, were accordingly conveyed to Damascus, which was at tills time the 
capital of the caliphate. On their arrival. Walid, the caliph, whose curiosity 
had been excited, ordered the elder to be brought to him. On entering, she 
burst into tears, exclaiming, "How am I be worthy of your notice, after having 
been dishonoured by CasimT Walid. consulting only bis indignation, sent orders 
forthwith to sew up Casim in a raw bide, and send him forward. When tho 
body arrival it was produced to the rujah’s daughter, who. overjoyed, exclaimed. 

"Now I »m sutDfied; Casim was innocent of the crime I imputed to him, hut he 
was the ruin of my family, and I have had my revenge." 

After Casim's death in 714. the Arabs made no new conquests in India. 

Even those which be had effected were maintained only till the downfall of the 
Ommeiad dynasty in 7-50, when the Hindoos rose in insurrection, and recovered 
all that lmd been wrested from them. 

Reference lias been made to the Arab conquest of the territory between the Ant '' 
Oxus and the Jaxartes. From its position it is Usually called by classical ! 
writers Trausoxiaiui. and by Arab writers Mawar ill Nalir, words literally “ u “*’ 
meaning Uyond the river. Its inhabitants were mostly Persians, living in 
fixed habitations, and nomadic Tartars, the latter forming apparently the great 
majority. Tills territory, which the Arabs first entered in 70fi, ami overran in 
the course of the eight following years, became finally dissevered from their 
empire about 820. ami was ruled successively by the Tahirites till 872, the 
Sofaridcs till 892, and the Somonis till 100 k The last dynasty becomes 
interesting, because during it and owing to one of its princes, the house of 
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ad Ghuznce, which plays a most important [art in die history of India, wug 
founded 

^i)iu$in ( Aiptegm, the founder of the ham*- of Ghuznce. was nriginaLLy n I irki davu 
t’hTa^vjto A bill tin kel t-k, the fifth prince of the Somani line, and hurl nn higher office 
muLiiirw ^riii i|»u of niniisiiig Iris master by tumbling ami tricks of lugurdHtnaiiL He 
Wsa mcpahle, however. of Hindi better, and gradually row* t<» U j governor of 
Kliomsan. On the death of Abduhttclek. in Otil, he lost the favour oi hU 
Mansur, l»y recommending that another niaoihif of the family should 
lie selected for tins throne was rifipriveil "f his government, mid mu great risk 
of liwing both bis liberty and liia life. After 11 variety of ti&rraw escapes, in 
which he displayed much courage and military talent. In- found an asylum vriih 
a body of fakhfui followers at Ohitznee. among the uumndbinB of Soliuiwi 
Here lie dedureil his independence, and succeeded in nmintaiuing it till his 
death, in UTG. He vra* succeeded by Sebektegin, who, like himaelt lad 
been originally a Turks slave, but had ri*eii so much in his favour that he gave 
him his daughter in marriage, and made him his heir* 
seMtqiig: S&bekte-gin‘s future sovereignty is said to have been early foretold One day 

b*k.'" " r while a private horseman, he hunted down a fawn and was carrying it off* when 
he looked behind and saw its mother following with such signs of distre- that 
he was moved with compassion and set the (awn at liberty. The Joy and 
apparent gratitude expressed by the mother made so strung an impression upon 
him that when he went to Bleep it became the subject of a dream, in winch 
Mahomet appeared to him, and announced that as a reward for his InmiamLy 
he was destined to lie a king. The prediction, if it was made, had no sooner 
lieen fulfilled, than an event ttiok place which threatened to rentier it fruitless 
The inhabitants on the left bonk of the Indus lad for nearly three centuries 
been living in the enjoyment of thvir recovered independence; but they knew 
enough of the cruelty me! oppression which their forefathers had endures! 
while subjected to an Arab yoke, Find were naturally tilled with alarm when 
they saw a new M&honmt&n kingdom established on their frontiers. It tbere- 
$&**&*■ thre soiled to them ifoud policy nut to wait till the tluvatened ufidnmlty over- 

IhJttrxWili 1 * _ 

if&btftiiiB. took them, hut to endeavour by anticipating to prevent it, Tha initiative m 
this bald L-niL-rjirke wna undertaken by Rajah Jeipa! who ruled over a forge 
extent of territory, and kept hb court :it Lahore. Crossing the Indus, lie 
advanced till he came up with the troops of Scbektogin, who cminu muled 
in person* and was accompanied by his. &m r who, then only a boy, gave proof of 
the talents which afterwards mode him celebrated under the name of Sultan 
Mahuirxjil Afte r some time spent in skirmishing* the armies were on the eve of 
lighting a great battle, whim a fearful stami of wind thunder, and I ail occurred 
Both armies suffered greatly, but not to tin- stuns extent, The troop of 
GhuzmH- soon recovered ir-m the disaster, whereas those of Hindoastim, being 
at once less hardy and mure superstitious, Were so dispirited that Joijml was 
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ghid to propose toms of iiooontmnljLiion- Huh mood *tood out, and would be .m. s« 
raitidied with nudring dn*rt < j f a decisive victory; tut bis Either, tnim*. prurient 
nod mini rode. was satisfied with n present payment. in elephants and gold, and 
the promise of ri certain amount of annual tribute- Jeipil returned humiliated 
to Lahore, and endeavoured to hide his ritnme by breaking his promise When 
the messengers of Sehektcgiti arrived to receive the tribute, he not only refined 
it, hut threw thi-nj into prison. 

Warlike prepHrotjnftjj nn a grander r*iale thrift before agnin commenced. S-- WH^rn^ 
tiekh.-gm twlvanenl r.., take revenge; and Jetpil, aware how much he huh done to ,nul il.jo. 
provoke it, endeavoured to word it oif by means of a confederacy, in which, 
in addition to other rajahs of leas importation, he was joined by those of Delhi 
AjfUeer, Cri] linger, and Cunouge, Tims attpjjorteth he advanced at the head of 
an army tvmposed *-if ad innumerable host of fbot siftd 1UO.DQO horaa 3n ids 
OrienlJtl phraseology Fcrmhta says, 1 that when Sebektegift ascended a I nil to 
view the forest of JeipaJ they "appeared in extent like the Irtumdlefts ocean, and 
in mnniier iike the ants or locusts of the wildernesshut me tend of in?ing tlia- 
mavnl at Ms vast inferiority in point of numbers, "he considered himself ft& a 
wolf about to attack a flock of sheep So confident indeed, wn* hi\ that, dl&- 
drilling to act on the defensive, he commenced the attack by singling nut a 
certain point In the enemy» line, and charging it by successive squadrons of 
500 men When in this way he had thrown it into disorder, be made a general 
. i - Mill ami carried every thing before him The Hindoos, panic-struck, thought 
only of flight and suffered immense slaughter, The Indian camp yielded n rich 
plunder. The more permanent results f the victory were, that ScU-ktegiii 
whs adenowiedged king of nil the territory west of the Neehb nr Upper Indus, 
and sent one of his officers with 10,000 horse to govern Peshawer 

Schcktcgift diet! iu 097, niter h reign of twenty years distinguished by 'y j * r " r '' : " 
prndence, rypity and modemtiofi, Hi* death was sudden, hut during Inn Inst 
moments be named his son Ismael ids heir. He appoam indeed, to have had a 
loiter tide than M&hmood, who, though elder, was illegitimate, Ultimate^ 
however, after a war of sunressfou. in which Ismael wm worsted aiul impri- 
huii+hI fnt lift' Mahmood, assuming the title of sultan, which, though well known 
in Arabia, had not previously teen burnt: by any prince of Turkish origin, 
sen toil himself firmly on his father b t lirane. 

Mahmof»d was of nn athletic form hut was strongly marked with die small 
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pox, and so deficient In |jersonal bfcfruty that one day, on ludioldiug himself in 
a glass, he exclaimed, "The sight of » king should brighten the eyes of the 
beholder*, hut nature lias been w* unkind to me that my uppeaftinro Is jKKsitivcly 
forbidding/' This defect pnthably made him hm disposed to indulge in youth¬ 
ful pleasure#, and concurred with Ills naiuml temper in inducing him to -seek 
fmin- by military expIoiU He has already been seen urging his hither to reject 
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the terms of acopmmndutloii otto rod by Kajah JeipaJ. njid we on? therefore 
prepared to srr lum enter on a career of Indiaji i»tiquasi At fifed a terics of 
-iniggle^ wliidi ciidwl in tin In- ;i"i, of'tlte Romani dyiwisfcy, engrossed Ids 
attention, but nn sooner were these settled than lie turned Iil« eye to India 
His Brat expedition took place in 1001, when. fit Feabawer with only 10,000 
dm - Ii horse, lie etioumUnd hi old, enemy Rajah Jeipal ut the head of I2.0UU 
hurst?, 30,000 foot, mid 300 elephants. The Held was JcBOniy contested, but at 
hist Jeipal. with fifteen of bin chiefs, was taken prisoner. Mjdifflood, whose 
avarire wns at least equal to hie ambition, was able to gratify both piyssiojLH W 
the victory, which, in addition to its fume. yielded him a rich spil putly in 
-hi pal ?, jewelled neekhisssi, one of which was valued ut 130,000 dmare, or about 
AS 1,0 rMt The value of the spoil was largely i ncreased by tlw large ransom 
which lie obtained fur the prisoners Jeipal did nut long avail himself of Im 
freedom. Dispirited by his twu defeats, or, it is aid, disqualified by them, 
acci.irding to a Hindoo custom, from any longer reigning, lie resigned the crovru 
to his sot], mid placing himself oil » funeral pile, net fire to it with his own ha nds 
U lOOd, on failure of the tribute promised by the Hindoos, -Sultan Mahmoud 
agam sat Out, and passing through the ptovinee of ilodbau arrived ut a city 
ralJeil Bluitevu. Its position is nut ascertained; but it. was surrounded by a very 
high wall mi 3 u deep mid bmud ditch, and belonged to n Rajah Beefy Ray, whip, 
trusting both to tU fcutfflcaJtions and the difficult nature of tile rtiinnuudSug 
country, was not afraid to mmtire his strength ngainst that of the sultan* He 
hud so skilfully seized the strong posts, that fur three days he tot only kept tint 
Mahometans at lay, but inflicted on thorn such severe leases that they uvre on 
the paint ,jf atouidoning the enterprise In this emergency, Sutton Muhmoxl 
displayed his wonted inflexibility of purpose, and in announcing his intern ton 
to lead the main attack in peraun, added. M To-day T hove devoted mroelf to 
conquest or death*" Both armies, indeed had wotfced themselves up to the 
highest pitch of enthusiasm; Brejy Ray, on his side, perfbrthing religious services 
by which he WM believed by hie fid lowers to have propitiated the gwlii; white 
the sultan, after turning his fare to Mecca* and prostrating himself in sight of hi. 
troops, atarted suddenly up, exclaiming, “ Advance I advance: unr piuy-r-i hnvw 
found favour with IbidT An obiitrmte straggle took place, but Mahometan 
prowess prevailed, and die Indians wort? pursued to the gates of the town 
Hurt, though * stand of a tow days took place, resistance was found to bo hop 
1 ; and the rajah te-irig overtaken during an attempt to tend olf his fftqp by 

night, only ijseaped imprbonumnt by rushing on his own MW-rd Two hundred 
and eighty i h'phimtrt, attmcmtis . iptuius. ami a huge spud were taken in Bhfcte ;y 
wlib'h with ita de]M*ndeludes was annexed to Gliumee 

Mahmouds ii-st I Hill .expedition took place in 1005. Ita main object wiis 

to chastise Abnl Fatteb Lodi, the chief of Moulton, who, though a Miusuhuiiu, 
luid thrown ulf lito -to I-urine- llil- 1 leagued with ArWmgpttl, the mn and auwKaaor 
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of the unfortunate Rajah Jei|uii. Not deterred by his father's fit te, Annngpal jlo. iwi 
encountered Malimood near Peahawer, and sustained a defeat wliicli coiu|>eUeif 
him to Like refuge in Cashmere. The victorious sultan continued his inarch to 
Moolfan, and obtuined the submUdon of its chief. He would doubtless have 
exacted more rigorous terms tlmu submission, and also made Anongpal feel the 
full weight of liis vengeance, had he not been under the necessity of hastening 
home to repel the formidable invasion of a Tartar prince of the name of Elik 
Khan, who had hoped to make an easy conquest of Khorasan while the Ghuznee 
forces were lieyond the Indus lie had miscalculated; ami on the sultan's arrival, 
was obliged, after n signal defeat, to reeross the Oxus with only a few attendants. 

On this occasion the sultan's victory was greatly aided by 500 elephants which 
lie had brought from India The Tartar horses would not face them; and the 
soldiers, who luid never seen them liefore. were overawed by their huge hulk and 
strange appearance, especially after they had seen the one on which the sultan 
himself was mounted seize Elik Khan's standard-bearer and toss him into the 
air with his trunk. 

Atumgjnil's escape was only temporary, for Malimood wns no sooner rid of c.«ji» ( ^ or 
the Tartar invader than he liastened bade to India at the bend of a formidable 
army, Aimngpal meanwhile, anticipating the return of the sultan, l»ad made 
exertions, and succeeded in forming si powerful coalition of mjuhs against the 
e minion enemy of their freedom and their faith. Their united forces brought 
into the Punjab a larger army than had ever been seen in it before. Even the 
sultan seemed to hesitate; and instead of advancing with the headlong courage 
which he usually displayed, began to entrench himself in the vicinity of 
Peshttwer. Tliis sign of weakness added greatly to the strength of the confede¬ 
rate^ who were daily joined by new auxiliaries, and received large supplies of 
money from nil quarters, even the Hindoo women selling their jewels and 
melting down the gold of their other ornaments to assist in what was regarded 
as a holy war. 

Mahmoud kept within his entrenchments, well aware that if they were Mm* <* 
attacked, his position would give him a decided advantage; and that if the 
Indians, through fear of this, refrained from attacking, their immense tumultuary 
force could not be long kept together. The first skirmishes were not to his 
advantage, for the Gukkurs. and other mountaineer tribes, rushing impetuously 
among the Mahometan cavalry, made such dexterous use of their swords and 
knives that hors*' aiui riders tumbled to the ground, and. to the number of several 
thousands, were despatched in a twinkling.' Malimood still remained motionless, 

' Tli« Uukkcrt, (lacker*. Gakkarv, Gaikkcr*, or mention*! in the text eeeuu to indicate that, aa their 
Kxhkaiw (for tho same ieepelled in all tfcaso different mode of warfare bora t eniuiilnxlilr rmnibliim to 
way*, and not always in the aame way by the tame that for which the Ghorkai of NejAul have recently . 

author), am &r*t nuutiuueJ in the hUtary of the Arab dietinguuhetl themeeKee, they may have had a com- 
conqoati in India, ae fun nine a league with the Af- mon origin. Thu, however, k improbable, aa their 
(liana, and, in anion with them, wTMting a tract of localities are very rvmote from each otltvr. The Gak- 
territotry from the Hujah of Lahore. Their exploit kurv, according to Liphinttona ((.’a Ini, Introduction, 
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a.d 1005 watching his opportunity. It mine nt last AuangpoTs elephant, galled by the 
arrows and frightened by the fireballs, turned round and hurried him otf’tlie field. 
Tlie Hindoos, thinking themselves disserted bv their general slackened their 
resistance, and finally turned their 1 Micks. No time was given them to rally, 
and ere long 20,000 lay dend upon the field The rest were so completely 
dis|>ersed that Mnhmood had nothing more to do than gather the fruits of his 
victoiy. The one most gratifying to his avaricious temper was the capture of 

r«ni.u*f the fortified temple of Xngnrcote, situated on one of the lower ranee* of the 

MPicott ° 

Himalaya. It owed its sanctity to a natural Home which issued from the 
ground ; and; from the veneration in which it wns held, as well as the strength 
of its position, was not only rich in votive offerings, but was the common 
depository of the wealth of the adjacent country. To assist in the recent 
struggle, its garrison had been withdrawn, nnd when Sultan Mali mood arrived 
before it, he was met only by a crowd of defenceless Brahmins clamorously 
imploring mercy. The inventory of its treasures was, according to Ferishta. 
700.000 golden dinars, 700 tnuundft of gold and silver plate, 200 inaunds of 
pure gold in ingots, 2000 inaunds of unwrought silver, nnd 20 inaunds of pearl*, 
corals, diamonds, and rubies The value must have l**en fabulous, and justifies 
Feriahtas assertion, tlmt it was greater than ever was collected before into any 
royal treasury. 1 The sultan, on his return to Uhuznee, gave a triumphal 
banquet, which was spread out on a spacious plain ami lasted three days. 
Tlie spoils of India, exhibited on thrones of gold and tables of gold and silver, 
made a display rivalling tlie utmost that has been told of Oriental wealth and 


voL L p. 100) •' one* pO i—nmJ l ha whole country be¬ 
tween the Indus And the Hydaapas (Jailum), but luu 
been driven out by the SiJu." In hi* map, they ere re¬ 
presented a» occupying a considerable tract of tbe 
Punjab tut of tbe town of Attock, in the direction of 
Cultoun. On hii homeward journey he |aaoJ 
through their country, in ootaequeuce of a letter of 
invitation which be received from tlie aultan, accom¬ 
panied by a taut quantity of (Tap**, which there grow 
wild. Shortly after paaeing Itawil Pindce. he made 
a circuit of about forty mi lev, and aaw “ the mine of 
eome Gocker towns deatroyed by the Slks, ami those 
of some others Kill more ancient, which had suffered 
the eatue fate from the Mussulmans.’* The only other 
information ha gives respecting them is, that they 
"have Kill a high military rejmtation.” Ferishta, 
in narrating the exploit of tbe Gukkun in their en¬ 
counter with Mahmood, says, that they "repulsed 
his light troops, aud followed them »o dowdy, that 
no less than 39,000 Gukkun, with their heads and 
feet ham, and armed with various weapons, pene¬ 
trated into tbe Mahometan lines, when a dreadful 
carnage ensued, and 5 »mi Mahometans in a few 
minutes ware dam." Price, in bis Ft- 

trorperl, or Mtmoirt qf tk* Printip*! F.ioJt in .!/«• 
kamntridn theory, to!, ii. p. Id, while proftvedly 
borrowing from FrrUhi*. improves upon bt< narrative, 
apparently for the purpose of making it still more 


grande, and says. "In spite of tbe circumspection 
of Mahmood, and in the heat of the action, a body 
of KW0 Kahkarrs or Cuikken, bareheaded and bare¬ 
footed, variously and strangely armed, passed tU 
entreDcbinenta on loth iLuike: and fslji^y j n Wlt li 
astonishing fury among the cavalry, proceeded with 
the desperation of savage*, and with their sword, 
and knives, to cut down and maim both the bone 
and his rider, until almost in the twinkling of an 
eye, between 30tiOand 4010 men had fallen victims 
to the rage of them infuriated maniacs." Thai 
they had the cunning and vindictiveness of oivagas 
will become apparent In the course of the narrative, 
from an anaaeluation which some of them committed 
under singular circumstance.; but that they were 
under regular government, and ruled by princee 
who occupied no a.c«a place among their contens- 
porur.es, may be lairrtwd from the fact that they 
were recognized by the title of ntltan. and that the 
daughter of one nf them wraa considered a lit match 
for tbe oelel/ruUd Jclal u-din, mm of the Kingt-f 
Khanttn, and the only prince m whom Ghenghis 
Khan found a formidable opponent.—See lings’# 
FtruUa, toI iv. p. 41M18, 

1 The value of the j olden dinar is about 9r ster¬ 
ling. Tbe Indian mawnd weighs 80, and the Persian 
only It llo. The latter unsi to be the oar which 
is here intended. 
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splendour. Mahmood forgot his avarice on the occasion; and while myriads an 1010 
of 8j>ectfttois were luxuriously feasted, splendid presents were bestowed on merit, 
and liberal alms given to the j»onr. 

The beginning of the year 1010 was employed by Sultan Mahmood in the 
conquest of O W , situated among the hnuiches of the Hindoo Koonh east of oum ( n>iu 
H erat, but before tlie year closed he is again found pursuing his conquests in U ‘ 

India. For some succeeding years, his operations there were somewhat desultory 
and interrupted by an important expedition to Transoxinira. during wliicli he 
extended his west frontier to the Caspian; hut iii 1017. determined no longer 
to coniine himself to the Punjab, he set out ait the head of an army of 100,000 
foot and 20.000 home, for the purpwe of |»enetrating into the bum of the 
Ganges, an d thus opening up a way into the very heart of Hindooston. March¬ 
ing from Peshawer, he kept close to the mountains till he passed the Jumna, 
and then turning sudlenly south, made his unexpected npj>eanince Indore 
Cauouge. Tills great capital, the rajah of which, for some reason not well 



it Caonnt-from lMu*li • OrvnUl Hwn) 


explained, took precedence of all the other Rajahs of HindooHtiui, is acknowledged 
by all writers, Hindoo and Mahometan, to have been the largest and most 
magnificent of Indian cities, but it is unnecessary to give any description of it 
at present, as Mahmood, delighted with the abject submission of the rajab, who 
came out with his family and threw himself upon his mere)', left it uninjured, 
after a short stay of three days.* He next bent his steps towards Muttra, one Mutu» 

* • • rm • • % pltlbduid. 

of the most famous seats of Hindoo superstition. The treatment it experienced 
was very different from that of Cnnouge. During twenty days of plunder, 
Mahometan fanaticism aud licentiousness had their full swing, and even' kind of 
outrage on humanity was perpetrated In the midst of these horrors. Mahmood. 
while struck with the magnificence of the buildings, divided his thoughts between 
them and the immense sums which it must have cost to erect them, and wrote 
to the governor of Ghiunee a letter, of which the following very characteristic 

• Tbi» once magnificent city ha* long oioee fallen ' and once formed ■ place of retreat for dtoperadoe* 
to d«c*y. Ite nil 111 arc now nnwnW witk jungle, of all tioila. 
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V D »=■ Passage has been preserved*—‘‘-Here there are n thousand edifices us firm as the 
faitlt of the faithful mart of them marble, besides innumerable temples; nor ia 
it likely that this city has attained its present condition hut at the expense of 
many millions of dinars , nor could such (mother he constructed under a period 
of two centuries ' 1 After leaving Muttra, Malunood stormed several other 
towns, lnid waste a large extent of country, and then returned to Ghuznce, with 
an incalculable amount of spoil and al»ove 5000 captives 

Of the two uext Indian ex|>editions of SultAti Mahtnnod. which took place 
respectively in 1022 and 102-1, the second only is deserving of notice because 
during it a Mahometan garrison was, for the first time, permanently stationed 
beyond the Indus. This* unenviable distinction belongs to the city of Lahore, 
whose rajah, Jeipal II., the successor of Anangpal, after submitting to 
Mnhmond and living for some time on friendly terms with him. was tempted 
in nn evil hour to throw off his allegiance. The result, which might easily 
linve been foreseen, was the loss of nil his territories, which were forthwith 
annexed to Ghuznce. 

«ui We have now arrival at Sultan Mahmouds last expedition t<» India It ia 
swiuwuth. generally reckoned as his twelfth, and has made more noise than all the rest, 
though its political results were not important. Its destined goal was Somnauth, 
one of the most celebrated seats of Hindoo superstition, situated near the shore 
of the Arabian Sea, in the south of the {teninsula of Gujemt To this expedi¬ 
tion, fanaticism and the love of plunder appear to have been the actuating 
motives. The way from Ghuznce to Soinnautli lay for hundreds of miles 
through a parched sandy desert. The anny, whose numl>ers nre not stated set 
out in Septem1>er, 1024. and readied Mod tan in October. For transpirt, 20.000 
camels had been provided; and as the soldiers had moreover lieen ordered to 
carry as large a supply as pwsible of provisions, water, and forage. the 
difficulties of the desert were surmounted without any serious disaster, and the 
expedition mode its appearance in the cultivated country around Ajmeer The 
Hindoos, though aware of the threatened attack ujxrn their temple, had calcu- 
luted on a different route, and were, in consequence, so totally unpre|»ared for 
r^si-.t^i kx. tli it tii ir safety was in flight The usual devastation followed, 
and the city of Ajmeer was given up to plunder. Continuing his progress, 
Malunood entered Gujemt and arrived at Anhui warn, its capital. He might 
easily have imi Jh himself master of it, for the rajah had fled; but he was intent 
* on higher game, and refused to he turned aside from it At length Somnauth 
was reached. It was situated on a peninsula, which a fortified isthmus connected 
with the mainland Here he was met by a herald, who defied him in the name 
of the god, and menaced him with destruction. Malunood only answered with 
a shower of arrows, and cleared the walls of defenders, who hastened to the idol 
to prostmte themselves before it and implore its help. Meantime the besiegers 

' Brim’* Frrukitx. TuJ. j j», Xs. 
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advanced. and luid nearly effected an entrance, when the defenders returned ami jU> io-m. 
fought ho furiously, that their enemies, nimble to make good a footing, were forced 
to retire. 'Die next day the attack was repeated, and assumed the form of a 
general assault, hut the result was the same. Tiie tliiitl day oj>ened still more 
jiropitiously for the defe nde rs, for several native chiefs having united their 
forces, had advanced to the rescue The attack could not be continued till this Boumiii 
new enemy was disposed of. 'Hie battle which ensued was furiously contested, 
suid seemed at one time alnuit t4» he decided in favour of the Hindoos by the 
sudden arrival of the Rajah of Anhulwam with u large body of fresh troop* 

The Mahometans, who hud previously been unable to do more than maintain 
their ground. now l>egnn to waver, and a geuend route was imminent, when the 
sultan, recurring to n «levicc which had succeeded with him on other occasions, 
prostrated himself in presence of his army, and then, as if confident that his 
prayer hod been heard, leaped to his horse, raised the war cry, and rushed into 
the thickest of the fight. His troops, ashamed not to follow when* such a 
master would lead followed close ujhiii his track, and bore down all liefore 
them The critical moment was passed, and they had gained a complete 
victory. No further attempt was made to defend the temple, and the defenders, 
to the number of 4000, took to their boats. Mahmood, in the course of his 
plunderings, had seen the interior of many Hindoo temples, but the magnificence 
of Sntnnnuth was so surpassing that it filled him with wonder. The interior, it# <»«*■*- 
whose lofty roof was supported by fifty-six pillars curiously carvel and glittering 
with pr**eious stones, received its liglit. not from the sun, but from a lamp which 
was suspended in its centre by a golden chain. The real object of worship at 
Somnuuth was simply a cylinder of stone, hut Ferishta takes no notice of it. 
and says tliat the idol 15 feet in height, but six of them sunk beneath the 
surface, stood opposite the entrance. Mahmood ut once ordered its destruction, 
but hesitated when the Brahmins threw tliemselves at his feet imploring him 
to spore it, and offering an immense ransom. After a momentary pause, 
exclaiming that he would rather be known as a breaker than as a seller of 
idols, he struck tin* idol with his mace. Ills followers instantly followed up 
the blow, till the idol broke asunder. It was hollow, ami disclosed diamonds 
and oilier jewels of immense value hidden within it Mahmood wm equally 
surprised and delighted Hie treasure obtained far exceeded the amount of 
ransom which the priests had offered, and was regarded by him and his followers 
as a gift, from the Prophet in return for the zeal which they had displayed in 
his cause. 

Two nieces of the idol were sent to Mecca and Medina, and two to Ghuznco. rndnumm 

• to tliegiiltatMl 

One of the latter was in the jmlace and another at the grand m«»squo in the 
sixteenth century, when Ferishta wrote his history It is somewhat remarkable 
that he nays nothing of the gates of the temple, which, according to u preva¬ 
lent tradition, were also carried to OhiUBice, and ultimately formed one of the 
Vo*.. I. T 
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trophies placed on Sultan Mahmood’s iomk The silence of Ferinhta throws 
considerable doubt on the authenticity of the tradition; for the gates should have 
been there in his time, and if there, he certainly would lutve mentioned them. 

Be this as it may, the 
tradition was so firmly 
talieveti. that when the 
British army finally 
quitted Cal>ool, in 1842, 
the gates were brought 
axvay in triumph, and 
tard EllenWough. then 
Governor-general of In¬ 
dia, made them the sub¬ 
ject of a very pompous, 
unchristian, and ini|M ditic 
proclamation . 1 

Mahmoud, on his re¬ 
turn. stopped fur some 
time at Anhui warn, with 
which, as well as the 
surrounding country, he 
whs so much pleaded that 
he is said to have lmd 
some thoughts of adopt¬ 
ing it ns a new capital. 
Many other magnificent 
projects jiassed through 
his mind, but they all vanished in smoke, and he contented himself with 
setting tip a new rajah in Gujerat The penson * selected was an anchoret of 
the ancient royal stock, and seems to have recommended himself to Mnhmood 
as the person m<*st likely to yield him implicit submission. Another member 
of the royal stock thought himself tatter entitled to the mjah.ship, and, to 
prevent a disputed succession, his person was secured. When Mnhmood was 
leaving Gujemt, the anchoret rnjah requested that his competitor might be 
delivered up to him; and. on the assurance that his life would be sjaued. the 
request was granted. The hypocrite kept his promise to the ear. He was too 
holy a man to ta guilty of shedding the blood of any living creature. He 
only dug a hole, in which he meant to have immured his prisoner, nnd regaled 


0*ra o» bo«>*nii —Fr\x» lluii Afytim sit ui y 


• I'ercuMon, In fcU Han't- Book 0/ AnhiUrtun. bear no TwarmblaDC* to Hindoo work ; uni u tit* 
MJ» that tbca* gatrt ix* not of undal wood, bat of ornament* nr* u mi Ur to thtMwof tit# nuwqu* of Elm 

tbr wood of tbr dtodtr pin* tm; therefore the Tun loan at Cains tlur abow tba mnie data of con- 

tradition of tbtir bavin); been tii* gatae of tb« atruction, and that the like ornamentation wat mod 

tempi* at Somnaoth n wmnp. Tbe decoration* at the extreme cr>d« of tba Ale* lam empir*. 
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liis ear with his groans. By a whirl of fortune the position of the parties was* 
r eversed; and the anchoret, deflated from hfo ntjaltulrip, was consigned to the 
hole, while the throne was occupied by his intended victim. 

Though Mahmood had tmule hi.s first passage across the desert without loss, 
he was lea fortunate in returning. He hail employed Hindoo guides, who kept 
the army wandering for three days and nights over desolate tracts, where 
neither forage nor water could be found. N umbers of the troops died raving 
mad, from the intolerable heat and thirst Mahmood, suspecting that the guides 
lutd not erred, but led him wilfully astray, put one of them to the torture, and 
wrung fr*»m him a confession that he was 
one of the priests of Soinunuth, and had 
sought, by misleading the army, to insure 
its destruction, and thereby obtain a riel* 
revenge. 

On the homeward march. Mahmood was 
greatly harassed by a trils* of Juts, who are 
described as occupying a district intersected 
by rivers, which form numerous islands*, 
lie determined to chastise them; and with 
this view t«x*k up a position at Moulton, 
where lie ordered 1400 boats to be built, 
and armed with iron spikes projecting from 
the bows and sides, to secure them against 
Iteing boarded, as the Juts were particularly 
dexterous at this species of warfare. A 
seri^ of naval engagements wore fought in 
the neighbourhoiMl of the locality where 
Alexander equipped his fleet thirteen centuries before. After a desperate 
struggle the Juts were overpowered, and those who had not fallen iu battle 
were carrier] off into slavery. 

Muhmood returned in triumph to Ghuznee, but lmd ceased to be capable of 
enjoying it, for he was suffering under an excniciuting disease, wfiich carried 
him off. April 1030. in the sixty-third year of his age, and the thirty-fifth 
of his reign. Two days l>efore his death, he ordered all the gold and precious 
stones which he possessed to be placed before him. He wept with regret to 
think how soon he must part with them for ever; but he hud not the heart to 

• The two miu&r* or pillar* outaid* the city of truatee of the faith, the victory crowned, the patron 
Ghuznee were meted, m appear* from Inaeriptlona uf Mualamt, the aid of the destitute, the munificence 
in Ktiftc character* upon them, the one neamt the endow ml Mahmood (may God glorify hie testimony), 
village of Kaiah by Mahmood, the other (ncwrmt tun of Sabaktageen, the champion of chain plana, 
Ghuznee) by MaaeooJ. ton of Mahmood. Tbeinacrip* the emir of Mealtime, ordered the construction uf 
tionmi Mahuiuod'a pillar itaafollow*:— ** in the tunic thie lofty of loftimt of tnomuuente; and of a eer* 
of God the n»u*t merciful—the high and mighty Sul* tainty it haa been happily and proepcrunaly com* 
tan, the luallc of lalain, the light arm of the atate, plated."— Journal of AtiaJtt Society of /fmj/itf, 1M3. 
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aj>. im. bestow any of them ns farewell presents, ami simply caused them to be tnken 
back to the treasury. Tlie next day he ordered a review of the nnny, aiul. 
seated on his travelling throne, saw all his elephants, camels horses, and 
chariots pass before him. lie feasted his eyes, but could not satisfy his heart, 
and once more burst into tears. The day after, he lay on his bed n lifeless 
coqse, and an impressive example of tlie vanity of humnn wishes. 

MihmoM. Avarice; which was one of his ruling pinions, is generally supposed to be 
rjuracvw. ujoomj^tihle with true greatness; and yet it is impossible to deny that Sultan 
Mahnoood, the founder of the Mahometan Indian empire, [ioskc^ciI in a high 

degree many of the tpmlities which lmve 
procured for other sovereigns the name of 
Great, He gained signal victories, made 
conquests, and by the ability of his govern¬ 
ment retained them, adorned his capital 
with magnificent buildings, and kept n 
splendid court, to which he attracted many 
of the most distinguished writers of his time. 
He must thus have been a munificent patron 
of literature and art, though one of the 
greatest Mots on bin reputation was his 
treatment of Ferdua. That celebrated poet 
in* tmt- long lived at his court, and was commissioned to write a poem, far which he 
rwnk&L was promised at the rate of a dinar a line. There can be no doubt tlmt a 
golden dinar was understood; but Mahmood, on making payment, had the 
meanness to take advantage of the ambiguity in the term, and gave only 
silver. Ferduai quitted the court in disgust, and took hi» revenge by launching 
at its sovereign a stinging satire. Mahmood was magnanimous enough not 

only to forgive him, but t<. endea¬ 
vour to make amends fur the jarst, 
by sending him n rich present It | 
was, unfortunately, too late, for » 
while Malunood’s messenger enter- 
wl at one door. Ferdusi was l*eing \ 
carried out oil his bier at another. 

Mahmoud does not figure os n 
legislator, but several anecdote* are 
told, which show that he had a 

Ennwi or Xtiram'i T«ik - Ilut't Aiidun Sen»n. • • , . . , . 

high sense of justice, and occasion¬ 
ally made great sacrifices of personal feeling in administering it One of these 
anecdotes will Itenr relation. An inhabitant of Ghuxnee, unlmppy in a liand- 

< fi..M coin of Madimood — w*i*bt, 7G H (niaa, I ro#d. lb# apoailc of GoJ whom h« Mut with itukrue- 
A.H. 3^5, Itntub Ua<«nm. t>n nocr-M, "UaLo- 1 tioo aiul tU tnw fkith, that h« raigbl nalt it ahoro 
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some wife, complained to the king that one of his courtiers, who had conceived ad 
a passion for her, took forcible possession of his house every night, and turned 
him into the street, where he was obliged to remain till the intruder chose to 
take his departure. He had sought redress from the proper judges, and failed 
to obtain it The sultan, indignant, ordered the man to say nothing, but to 
hasten hack to him the first time the gmss outrage was repeated He luid not 
long to wait. The sultan, on 
being informed, wrapped a loose 
cloak alsmt him. and was ct,m- 
ductal to the house. On enter¬ 
ing the chamber he found the 
guilty parties asleep. A light 
wn» burning. He extinguished 
it; and theu, going up to the 
bed, cut off the adulterer's head 
at n stroke. Tills done, lie 
called for a light, and on ex¬ 
amining the features of the 
adulterer, tlirew himself pros¬ 
trate on the ground, and gave 
utterance to his joy in thanks¬ 
giving. The audacious manner in which the offence was committed liad con¬ 
vinced him that the offender must be one of liis sons, or near relatives. He 
hud extinguished the light lest natural affection might stay his hand from 
doing justice; and now that it was done, he was rejoiced to find that his 
suspicions were unfounded, and that he had not been under the necessity of 
staining his hands with the blood of one of the members of his own family. 

Sultan Mahmood left a will appointing his son Mahomed his successor. >turao«i 
Another son, Musuood. Mahomed’s twin brother, but born some boon later, 
conceived he had as good a title. Both sons were absent at the time of their 
father's death, but Mahomed on his arrival in Ghuznee, was crowned Musaood, 
however, was the favourite both of soldiers and people, and the household troops 
marched off in a body to join him. A large force, headed by an Indian chief, 
and composed principally of Hindoo cavalry, was sent in pursuit, but in the 
encounter which took plnce, the king's party wrus defeated Meanwhile Musaood 
was hastening ou to assert his claim, ami was met by the household troojis at 
Nishapoor. Before actually appealing to arms, he offered to divide the empire. 
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1 The inecriptloc, in Kufic cheract era. an the ear- 
coph*gue of Hshutood'e tomb u to the following 
effort:—** Mey there be forgiveae»* of God, npaa 
him who ii the greet lord, the noble NUnm-a-din 
Abal Ceciui Mehutood, the Km of £*bcktrgin. Me; 
God 1iav» mercy upon him.” — Journal of (At Atutfic 
Sec trip of ISO, 
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retaining merely the |H>rtions which he hud himself conquered. The only 
condition he udded was. that hi the Khootha, or public prayer for the sovereign. 
Ids name should be read firet within his own dominions. Mahomed refused to 
r CQn * enfc « ar ‘J 14 ^>vil war broke out, which terminated in lus overthrow and 
capture. According to the barbarous practice of the times, he was deprived 
of right, and imprisoned. Musaood mounted the throne. He was remark¬ 
able for jwrsonal strength. Ferishta savs (vol i p 98;. that “his arrow, after 
piercing the strongest mail, penetrated the hide uf an elephant; and his iron 
,naoe w * 8 ponderous, that no man of his time could raise it with one hand" 
He was also distinguished by valour and liberality, and not unfrequently 
offended Ida father by his bold and independent bearing. 

The transactions of Musnood's reign are not important Of those relating 
to India, with which here we liave alone to do, the first deserving of notice 
is on expedition to that country in 1033. He took the route for Soorsooty. 
situated among the hills of Cashmere, and on arriving at it, summoned the 
garrison. It offered to submit, and he was disposed to grant easy terms, till 
he learned that so/ne Mahometan merchants had boon seized, and were then 
enptives in the fort Enraged at the information, he caused the ditch to be 
filled up with sugar-canes from the adjoining plantations, planted scaling 
ladders, and took the place by storm. The garrison to a man were put to 
the sword, and ull the women and children were enslaved. 

In 1036, when a new palace was finished at tihuznee, containing a gulden 
throne, studded with jewels, and surmounted with a canopy, in which was a 
golden crown, seventy rnnunds in weight, suspended by a golden chain, and 
glistening with jewels, Musaood again set out for India, mainly with the 
view of reducing the fort of Hunri, the ancient capital of Sewolik. The 
Indians believed it impregnable; and were confirmed in this belief by their 
sootlisayers. who assured them that it was not destined ever to fidl into 
Mahometan bauds. The result falsified their predictions, for in the course 
of rix days it was taken by storm. The treasure found in it was immense. 
Musaood next proceeded to Sonput, which he found abandoned. Leaving an 
officer in charge of it. he retraced his steps, taking |K*»esrion of all the coun¬ 
tries he had left in his rear, and arrived at Lahore, the government of which 
he conferred on his son Modood. 

Musnood .in his return found full occupation in repelling the Seljuk\ wdm. 
after passing to the left bank of the Jaxortes, and residing for some time in 
Iruusoxiaiiu. had settled and acquired conritlerahle influence in Khorasan. 
Whilo they professed the utmost submission to his authority, tliey were con¬ 
stantly wamng with his lieutenants and ravaging his territories. At length, 
m 1039, Toglirul Beg, a celebrated Seljuk warrior, mustered *> strongly. dint 
Musaood found it necessity to bike the field in jieraon. The decisive Utile 
Teas fought at Zendecan, near Merv, and ended, in consequence of the desertion 
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of his Turkish followers, in Muxaood’s complete defeat After endeavouring to a d. in* 
collect the wreck of his army, he returned to Gimmes Here new troubled 
awaited him; nnd, unable to repress the mutinous spirit of his troops, he lagan 
to look to India as a place of refuge, ami tiiuilly withdrew to it in the hope of 
l»emg able to retrieve Ins allairs. Anarchy now reigned uncontrolled in liis 
capital. No sooner had he crossed the Indus than his own guards attempted to 
plunder the treasury; a geueral insurrection of the army immediately fallowed, 
and Musoood, being formally dej»ose<l. his brother Mahomed, whom he had kept 
in prison, was restored. A sovereign deprived of sight was totally unfitted to 
rule in such troublous times, and he devolved the administration on his son 
Ahmed, one of whose first acts was to put Musaood to death in 1040 

Modood. arm of Musaood. luuL as we have seen, lieen appointed governor of Uatooii 
Lahore, hut was at Balkli when his fnther wus murdered. Without losing it * wtoc ^* 
moment lie hastened east with his army. And crushed hw rivals. Ghuznee still 
lay ojieii to the inromLs of tlie Seljuks, hut these formidable intruders had 
turned their attention more to the west, and Modood. who hud married Tied mi I 

O 

Beg's gnmd-i In ugh ter. tiofch maintained himstdf in Ghuznee and recovered 
Tmnsoviniia. In India advantage was taken of his absence; and the Rajuh 
of Delhi, working on the feelings of the Hindoos, roused them to unwonted 
exertioas. At the head of a powerful army lie recovered Nagareote. overran 
great port of the Punjab, and laid siege to Lahore, which, however, made good 
its defence Modood. meanwhile, was unable personally to interfere; and died 
in 10 19. without again visiting Indin. 

He left an infant son. who was murdered by his uncle Abul Hassan. A 
aeries of usurpations, usually effected by great Crimea, now took place, and no 
name of note occurs till 1098, when Musaood II ascended the throne. During 
the sixteen years of his reign, which ended with his death in 1114, he distin¬ 
guished himself more as a legislator than u warrior, though his generals carried 
his arms beyond the Ganges For some years his court resided at. Lahore 

On the death of MusjukxI II. another usurpation took place in the person 
of his son Arslan, who. to secure the throne, imprisoned his brothers. The 
unnatural not did not avail him; and he was, in his turn, deposed by Belirnm, n.hi*»i 
the only brother who hud escaped imprisonment. Bell ram’s reign, which lasted rw * n ’ 
thirty-four years, was not more long than brilliant, and be might have trans¬ 
mitted his power unimpaired, hud he not been guilty of a crime which brought 
its punishment along with it, nnd led to the extinction of the Ghuznee dynasty. 

It will Ik* necessary to go buck a few’ years in order to explain the circumstances. 

The territory of Ghor, situated, ns has already been mentioned, among the 
northern ramifications of the Hindoo Koosh, is regarded by the Afghans as 
their original seat At a comparatively early period it was invaded by the 
Arab* and u huge jiortion of its inhabitants embraced Mahometanism. When 
the Arab dynasties were overthrown, it resumed its independence, and pre- 
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ajv mi served it even while Sultan Mnlmiood was extending his conquests on ever}* 
side. Two generations after, it was treacherously seized by Modood. and became 
a dependency of Ghuznee. It was still, however, governed by its own princes, 
who lived almost on terms of equality with the Sultans of Gliuzuee. One of 
these princes, colled Kutb-u-din Sur. had married a daughter of Sultan Bell nun., 
uw»r>ia. This affinity miglit have been supposed to bring the houses of Ghuznee and 
luTuw *" Ghor into the unwt friendly relations. It turned out otherwise. Differences 
* fUhor arose; and Behium, having ohtuined |>ossession of the person of his son-indaw, 
sullied the reputation whidi he lmd uoquired for justice and humanity by 
poisoning him, or putting him to an open dearie Kutb-u-din Sur had two 
brothers. Seif-u-din and Aln-u-din. They at once Hew to arms to avenge his 
death; and advancing upon Ghuznee. obliged Behnuu to seek an asylum 
among tlie mountains of Kerman 

ii« Seif-u-din, the elder brother, established himself in Ghuznee, and sent laick 

wxva * motL most of his army, under Ala-u-din, to Feruz Cole his farmer capital. He 
thought lie had gained the affections of the inhabitants, and only learned his 
mistake when it was too late to remedy it. A strong attachment was still felt 
to the dynasty to which Ghuznee owed all its prosperity and its splendour; 
and, as soon os the winter had set in so severely as to prevent all communica¬ 
tion with Ghor, Belirura made his appearance ut the bend of au army. Seif- 
u-din, totally unprepared, was about to retire, when treacherous promises of 
HupjMirt from the inhabitants induced him to march out and risk a battle. It 
was no sooner commenced than the greater part of his tnxqw passed over to 
his enemy. For a time he was able, by the aid of a small body of his own 
Im.s) pie who remained stanch, to maintain an unequal contest, but was at 
length wounded, overpowered, and taken prisoner. Behnuu, instead of availing 
himself of the opportunity to wipe off the stain which he had brought on his 
reputation by the murder of the eldest brother, acted still more atrociously. 
Seif-u-din, after being ignominiously pomded round the city, and subjected to 
every species uf indignity, was put to death by torture 
in. Alu-u-din, the third brother, still remained, anti set out burning for veil- 

gennoe. In his eagerness, his preparations were imperfect; and Belrnun, either 
in insult or because the Mood already shed bad satiuted him, made an offer of 
peace. It was indignantly rejected, and the Ixittle immediately liegan to mge. 
Belinun'a superiority of nuni1>ers made tlie issue for some time doubtful but 
at last, when left almost alone, he turned his back and tied from the field. 
KsDoiikn The victor immediately advanced on Ghuznee, which could offer no rr>lsi- 
ru»<ONMtr anoa Its doom was sealed. For three or seven days (for accounts vary) fire 
and sword continued die work of destruction, and all the proud monuments 
which attested the jiowcr. wealth, and splendour of the Ghuznavide kings were 
laid in ruins. Behnun hastened to seek an asylum in India, but died before he 
bad found it. His sen Kbooru wax more fortuuuto, and readied Lahore, when? 
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he wan received with rtrcluiimtions, and fixed the neat of his government He a d iivs. 
reigned till 11 GO, mid was succeed^*! by bin atm Kliusru Melik, lit whose death, 
in 1 Ib6, the last wreck of the Ghuznnvide empire passed to the house of Qhor, 
and the Gbuamuvide dynasty became extinct. 

The two last reigns have anticipated the course of the narrative In order 
to resume it. it is necessary to return to Ala-u-diu, and trace the history of the 
house of Ghor through him and his successors. 

After the signal vengeance taken for the murder of his two brothers* Ala-u- au. *»ia^ 
din acted ns if the heroic jmrt of his life lmd been played out; and. retiring to i*ui«** 
tiie old Ghorite capital of Feruz Cob, lie followed bis natural bent by giving ‘* 4 "' 
himself up to pleasure. He found it even more jierilous than war would have 
ln*n. for the Seljuks, under Sultan Siiujar. during an invasion of Ghor and 
Glnnuiee. made him prisoner. He was soon, however, set at liberty, and 
reinstated in his dominions, which he held for four years, till his death in 1136 
Shortly l>efore, he hail imprisoned his two nephews, Gheias-u-din mid Sluihali- 
iMlin, with the view of securing the succession to Seif-u-din, Ins son; but this 
young prince set them at liberty, and replaced them in their governments. His 
confidence was not misplaced* hut he had reigned little inore.tluin a year when he 
fell by the hand of an assassm. lie was succeeded, in 1157. by the above cousins, 
who ruled jointly and. contrary to the general rule in such cases, harmoniously. 
Gheias-u-din superin tended the territories in the west—Shahab-u-din gave his 
attention to the east; ami. from consolidating the Mahometan power there, has 
sometimes been thought to hnve a Utter title even than Sultan Mahmood. 
to lie regarded AS the true founder of the Mahometan empire in India. 

In 1176 he took the town of Oocli, situated at the point where the rivers 
of tlie Punjab, untied into one stream under the name of the Puqjnud, join the si* 
left bank of the Indus In 1178 he undertook an expedition to Gujemt, but 
it proved disastrous. His next expedition, after he had marched twice to 
Lahore, and obliged Khosru Melik, the last of the Ghimwvides, to submit to a 
disadvantageous treaty, and give bis son as a hostage, was to Scinde. Having 
completely overrun it. he once more attacked Khosru Melik This prince, 
assuming the courage of despair, made an alliance with the Gukkurs. and opened 
the campaign with the capture of one of his enemy's strongest fort* Shaliab-u- 
din, under the pretext that he was about to march for Khorasnn, where affair* 
nod assumed an alarming ap|>earonce. increased his array, and at the same 
time made overtures of peace to Khosru Melik, sending liack his son. whom he 
held an a hostage, in proof of his sincerity. The stratagem succeeded Khosru 
Melik, tlirown completely off his guard set out to welcome his returning son. 
and was suq.rised by Shnliab-u-din, who surrounded his camp with a strong 
body „f cavalry, and took him prisoner The last of the Ghuznavides ami his 
fkiixilv were sent to Oheias-u-din, who imprisoned them in a castle. Here, 
after a long confinement, they were all put to death. 

Tot. 1. 1 
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Sluiliub-u din, being Uhls left in India without a Mahometan rival, deter¬ 
mined to extend his conquests. It i* probable la* did not anticipate much 
difficulty, am his army, drawn from the warlike province of the west, must 
have been considered more than n match for any that the Hindoos could op}**** 
to it Ihe struggle, however, was severe. Several of the Indian rajahs suc¬ 
cessfully maintained their ground, while few* of tliem Welded without a manful 
resistance. 

Iu this war of independence the Rajpoots particularly distinguished them¬ 
selves. Belonging to the military class in the original Hindoo system, they 
were bom soldiers, and lived under a kind of military feudal system, not unlike 
that of the clans in the Highlands of Scotland and some other countries. 
While each chief had his hereditary territory, nil the chiefs held under the 
rajah as their common head, and were thus in the position moat favourable for 
united action and individual exertion. At the -ame time they laboured under 
some disadvantage* Living almost secluded, they had a simplicity of manner) 
little fitted to protect them agninst political wiles and an indolence and love 
td freedom which made it difiicult to keep them under regular discipline. 

Near the time of Shahnb-u din. 1 Hiiidoostan was nutinly competed of four 
lending sovereignties—Delhi. Cnnonge, Ajmeer, and Callinjer. On a failure of 
heirs in the third, the heir apparent of the first lmd l>een adopted. and thus 
Delhi and Ajmeer were united under one head. This arrangement had given 
great offence to the Rajah of Cal I hy or. who thought he ought to have Ikvd 
preferred in the adoption; and thus, when cordial trnion among the rajahs 
constituted their only safety, considerable dissension prevailed. The disunion, 
tlius dangerous to them, was most opportune for Shaliah-u-din, who, taking 
advantage of it. made his first attack on the newly amalgamated, but by no 
means firmly cemented rajahshijjs of Delhi and Ajmeer It commenced in 
1191. with the capture of Batinda lie placed a garrison in it; but had 
w.nreely left when Iu* learned that the Rajah of Delhi, at the head of a powerful 
confederation, was advancing against it with on anny of 200.0(H) horse and 
3000 elephants In retracing his steps to relieve the garrison, he wok met by 
die enemy on the banks of the Soorsootv, about eighty miles from Delhi He 
immediately joined battle, but with forces so inferior that both wings, being 
outflunked, lient laickwards till they met in the rear, and gave his anny the 
form of n circle While standing within its centre, affairs looked so desperate 
that he was ad vised to provide for his safety. This so enraged him that he 
ait down the messenger sent with the advice, and rushed into the enemy’s 
line* making terrible slaughter. The Rajah of Delhi, ol**orving where lie 
smote, drove his elephant right against him; hut Slmhab saw his intention in 
time to frustrate it and struck a blow with his lance which knocked out a 

' Ferbht* gira LU fall Minn u» MoU-a-din f of Cbocry, «x>4 m join* oorereign. bui 

sl«houK(l fiiioury, otvl ifwak* of kirn under tins natun only u Ibe general wl OUtiinm-,Jin. 
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number of lii» teeth. The rajah return**! the thrust by letting fly nn arrow. a p. m# 
which pienod Shaluib'e right arm. He was on tin* point of falling. when one 
of bis faithful attendants lenjted tip itehiml liim and bore him off the field, 
which hi* nriuy lm< 1 now almost wholly deMlted. Having recovered of his 
wound at Lahore, he returned to Ghor, end disgraced the officers to wlwee 
desertion he attributed his discomfiture, compelling them to walk round the 
city with horses’ mouth-bags, tilled with Ixorley. »l»out their necka 

After a year, spent jwirtly in pleasure nnd festivity, and |uirtly in preparation 
for a new eain|»aign. Shalmh set out from Ghuznoe at the head of 120.000 
t-hosen horse, and took the road to India without disclosing tun intentions 
At Pesliawer an aged sage, prostrating himself before him. said—"O king, we 
trnst in thy conduct and wisdom, but as yet tby design has l>ceu a subject of 
much sjHJCulatiun among us Slinhnb replied—“ Know', old man. that since 
the time of my defeat in HindiKwtan I have never ahtmbered in ease, nor waked 
hut in sorrow and unxiety; I have, therefore, determined with this army to 
recover rov list honour from those idolaters, or die in the attempt 

On arriving at Lahore, he sent an ambassador to Ajmeer, offering, as the 

r> ... rtnsb 

only alternative war or conversion. The rajah returned nn indignant answer, 



.VntCER. firm mu' tU» CU^tn I'm •— Fmm tNioni Sk«Uh of .Vuirwmm. 

and immedintelv applied for succour to all the neighbouring princes. It was 
readily granted; nnd an army equal to that which had recently given them the 
victory again encamjasi on the same field In thift nrm^ were 150 Kajpoot 
princes, “who had *wom by the water of the Ganges that they would conquer 
their enemies or die martyrs to their faith.” While the camps were separated 

• ^ <KCM:on*lly th* i*>ld(hc« t»f th* ami it now on* of tit* liAn>l*otne»t dtie* in BritUh 

utiporor, J«!un;e*r. who WM here riiltcd. in India. On tbavominit of tl,« hill, in the link-runud, 

by Sit Thom** Ro*, th* EnglUlt unba>*u!or. In eamle a fortre**, n»mod TmjLur, nearly t*o tnilre 
ISIS it m ceded to the Briti*h, and then in a tn cinimitfcrenc*, c*p»b2* of containing 1^X» xn*n. 
mittoiu Mate, from which, tenr*' tr. it *oo« rtcotered. bat f*»t joins to dtc*r.— (iazttttrr. 
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by the Soorsooty, the Itidtna princes went a. message to StudmU, warning him 
of Iuh fete if he persisted, hut nt tlw mmv time offering to allow him to retreat 
in safety. He wm m Ittitable In hia njwwer that they fit onue nttviljuted it to 
ienr. ffin>l. In the imd-i of flwir joy, gnve ihemselvra up to revelry S3 ml mb ju 
anticipation of the effect which his message would produce, j m; pared for a 
surprise; ami hy the early dawn, having forded the river, vv^ iti the enmji of 
the Indians Indore they had the least notice of his; approach Nitwit I islanding 
the confusion. they nirumged to bring their line into tolerable order. jind hul 
continual the cookfit till near stfWt, when Sliahab, plneing himself at the 
I mad of ]2dX)D chosen horsemen, covered with steel armour, made a furious 
charge, which carried the day. The Indian-* were panic-struck, and the 
Mahometan# had nothing to do I nit slaughter them Many rajah# fell on the 
field j the Rajah of Delhi and A juicer wan taken prison er, and afterward.-; 
p*tt to death in cold blood, The immediate result* of the victory were tin 
yiimsufier of the forte Swi*«ioty; Stumuut [Guam and Hanoi, and the capture- 
of Ajmeer, where all in amis were pm to the word, ami the rod resen t#! for 
nhivcrv. 

Shabah next tirmed his anus towards Delhi, hut wsis propitiated by pve- 
On hi# return to Gliuzae^ hr numbed n.-rth hi the Sewalik Mountain*, 
plundering and destroying wherever he went After he hud readied home, 
Eilmk, the officer whom he bad left with a strong detachment in Kumm, tm A 
the fort of Meerut ami the city of Delhi In the latter, in 1193. he fixed the 
fcvat of his government, and compelled the surrounding (district# to anionct- 
Mahoauetanism. We ahull afterward# ^.-e Mm moke a prominent figure in 
Indian affair* 

The restless spirit id Shahah would not allow him to remain Jong at 
(.Hum*, JUl| l he h* *-*ou agikin found in India Hi# proceedings wen: not 
unimportant, but the personal share which he hml in them is nlmoHt lost sight 
of in wamqpmm of the prominence given to EiLuk, whom he had mm made 
Viceroy of India, and to whom hi# future military aditevcTncnts in this country 
tine mainly ftambeA During this visit to bk Indian douifoimta, he debated 
the Rajah of Ctuonge and Bemnoa, took the fort of Amy, whfiry the najali lad 
laid Up his treasure; and uftarffurds, catering the city of Benares, broke ihu 
iilol# in more than u thousand temples. Aftor hi# return to Ulmrittc, kitten 
vvii h sjKiif hb croupiert* and victories wen? continued by Eibu k, who. in I nil. 
defeate-l and slew the Rajah of Ilnuraj, and took revenge in the capital of 
Gujemt for [.lie defeat which hi-* mm-ter had there .-obtained- 

In 1193 Blishsh. returning flnee more to HiiuW,tm took Bynuu, ami sent 
the new governor whom lie appointed against Gwalior, which yielded only 
ii^er a long megs. The Mowing year is chiefly remarkable for a defeat which 
Eibuk suHtained in Rajpoutaua—a defeat ao severe that he wan ccunfielksd to 
slmt himself up in the fort of Ajioecr Having again recruited his strength 
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lit* assumed the offensive, reduced the capital of Gujerat. with fill its depen- a n 
dencies, find took the forte of Cdllinjer, Kalpi. and Buduoon. 

During these events. Shahab received intelligence of the death of his brother 
Gheiasu-din. and returned to Ghuznee, where he was crowned sole sovereign. 

When ho attained this additional elevation, his good fortune seemed to forsake **•*»»> ** 
him During a struggle with the King of Kharism. he sustained a def e at omKibiu* 
which cost him the loss of all his elephants nnd treasure. and so complete an 
annihilation of a noble army that he was left, with scarcely a hundred men. 

Ou escaping from tlie field of battle, he shut himself up in n fort, hut had no 
means of sustaining u siege, and wns not suffered to return to his dominions 
til! he had pud a large ransom to the Klmn of Sanmrcand. On arriving at 
Ghuznee, he found it in possession of one of his own officers, who would not 
allow him to cuter; and he was. in consequence, obliged to continue bis route to 
Moulton. Having here been reinforced, lie returned to Ghuznee, and regained 
possesion. Menu while, the Gukkurs had been laying waste the country around 
Lahore. They continued to ravage with impunity, for Shahab’s disasters 
left him witliout the means of chastising them, till a treaty which he lutd 
concluded with the King of Kliarism left him fully at leisure to bring all 
his forces into the field against them. He accordingly again set out for 
India, and placed the Gukkuis between two fires, engaging them on tin? 
west, while Eihuk marched against them from the east Laliore, which had 
fallen into their hands, was rescued, and their plundering hordes were entirely 
dispersed. It would seeiu. however, that they, not long after, again collected in 
great numbers at the foot of the mountains of Sewalik, carried on an exter- Gnkkw* 
minuting war against the Mahometans, on whom they exercised unlieanl-of 
cruelties, and cut off the communication between the provinces of Peshawar 
and Mooltan Their incursions continued till their king, who had been made 
captive, consented to embrace Mahometanism. On Wing sent home, he had so 
much influence with his people, that many of them, to whom religion appears 
to have been very much a matter of indifference, were easily induced to adopt 
his new creed. Many others, not so easily persuaded, yielded to force, and 
Idanusm became the prevailing religion of the mountaineers both east and 
west of the Indus. 

The affaire of India being settled, Shahab, in the end of 1205, set out from a—...- 
Lahore to return to Ghuznee He waa meditating an ex|*dition beyond the LxL-u »lui 
Oxus. ami hod given orelcrs to throw a bridge across it. and collect an uriuy on 
its banks. Meanwhile lie had only advanced on his homeward journey as far 
as the Indus. A body of twenty Gukkurs. who had lost some of their relatives 
during the war, and hud on tens 1 into n conspiracy to avenge their death 
by assassinating him, hud been tracking his footsteps, und watching their 
opportunity. Owing to the excessive heat, he liad ordered the screens which 
eummiuled the royal tent* in the form of a square to W struck, in order to 
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obtain a freer circulation of air. The Oukkur conspirators lind thus ol itaimsl 
a view uf the interior so far as to know the {tusiiion t»f Shaluih's private upnrt- 
ment In the dead of the night they crept stealthily up to the tent door. He 
was asleep, fanned by two slave* aud lx)fore any alarm could be given they 
had done the bloody deed so effectually, that his lifeless laxly lay pierced 
with twenty-two wounds. 

This tragical termination of Sh&hab’s eventful life took place on the 14th 
of March, 120fi. His reign, including that of the joint sovereignty with his 
brother, lasted thirtv-two years. The succession was disputed. The chiefs of 
Ghor churned it for Baha-udm, who was Shohnb's ermsin, and lmd l)een np 
[minted by him governor of Bnminn; the vizier and officers of the Turkish 
mercenaries sup|*>rted the claim of Sbalutbs nephew, the son of bis brother 
Gheias-u-din 'flic claimants, however, had comparatively little interest in the 
decision, for Sltahab’s death was the signal for internal commotion-- which were 
shortly followed by die disniemtiermeiit of his dominions. His nephew Muh- 
mood was indeed proclaimed king, and held a nominal supremacy; but die 
real power was in the hands of two individuals—Kldoz at Ghuznee, ami Eibuk. 
or, as he is often called, Kutb-u-din. in India It is with the latter that we 
have now to do; for under him India, dissevered from the governments beyond 
the Indus, assumed the form of a distinct and inde{tcndent kingdom. As the 
first heads of this kingdom were originnllv slave* their dynasty is known as 
lluit of the Slave Kings 
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IglBUK luul been carried off in infancy, ami was brought to 
Nuhopoor. where a wealthy citizen purchased him. and sjxMit 
some |Kiin.s on his education Ou the citizen* death, he was 
sold to u merchant, who presented him to Sliahab-u-din. With 
the prince lie became so great a favourite that he wn> taken 
into liis confidence, and lived with him iw a friend. His fidelity and military 
talents made him at once his roy/d masters most trusted and most suwe^ful 
general, tuid he was ultimately dignified with the title of Viceroy of India In 
this churnctor. he fixed his government at Delhi, which thus began the course 
of jmw|>ority which it was destined to mu under Mahometan rule. The longer, 
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and by far the more brilliant part of Eibuk's career was finished before he ad isio 
becnou’ independent, tbr tie afterwards reigned only four years, and died in 1210 Ul . 

He hud displayed considemhle tact in strengthening his fiueutiun by affinity. '* 

He him self married the daughter 
of Eldox. who ruled supreme in 
Ghuznee; Ills sister he gave in 
marriage to Masir-u-din Kuhachi, 
win i held a delegated sovereignty 
in Sonde; and his daughter he 
gave in marriage to Altamsh. who. 
though purchased with his money, 
he hi the first place in his esteem, 
and possessed talents which ulti¬ 
mately umdo him his successor. 

Eibuk’s uftinity with Kldor 
did not produce the cordiality 
which might luive been nntioi- 
1 sites 1 They not only quarrelled, 
but proceeded to open war, and 
carried it on with a virulence 
which brought each of them al¬ 
ternately to the brink of ruin. 

Nasir-u-din never thought ot dis¬ 
puting Eibuk's authority; and so 
long as his brother-in-law lived, 
was perfectly satisfied with a 

delegated sovereignty. He was not disposed. however, to yield the same 
deference to Altamsh, oiid made himself inde jam dent ruler of Mooltsii and 



_ 
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Soindc 

Shortly sifter Altamsh hail secured his position as Eibuk's successor, the Al um* h i* 
whole of Asia was thrown into consternation by the appearance of Ghenghis 
Khan 3 Originally a petty Mogul chief, he had become the acknowledged 

the head of its countless hordes, 
with irresistible fury. The Sultan 
blow was struck, deserved it for 
which he had been guilty, in 
murdering the ambassadors of Ghenghis; and the penalty was not more than 
the crime, when he tied to die broken-hearted on a solitary island of the 


sovereign of all Tartary, and, at 
burst through its mountain posies 
of Khariton, at whom the first 
the treachery and harlmrity of 



' Ml* Kutb iiitur to » column of victory, built bj 
Kutb n 4in. toretobrato hucomiwirt <A Um Hindoo*. 
Ik to 4* f**t I hmhm dtouivixr ok lb* *nd *boa 
hMMunil in 171*4, «ii 242 feet in height. The bnae. 


which u circotor. form* * polygon of 27 aKUe, and 
them are lour bakoiUM running round tU piltor. 

1 Silver coin of Uhengbi* Klmn; weight. 47 grela*. 
From Tbotuii*’* Cmm p/ Ikt A'iujn of Gkitmu 
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Caspian. His son Jelnl-udin bore up more manfully; hut victory after victor}' 
seemed to have no power either to intimidnte or weaken his fearful adversary, 
mid ho only saved himself by swimming the Indus, while the enemy's arrows 
showered thick around him The Mogul* threatening to ems* the river in 
pursuit, he continued his flight to Delhi. Altaiush, to wlKini lie here applied 
for an asylum feared to expose himself to Mogul vengeance, and gave an answer 
with which Jelal-u din was so dissatisfied, that he made a party for tumftdf, 
and, in alliance with the Gtikkurs. roamed the country, plundering and devas 
luting, anti even making himself master <»f Scinde, while Naair-u-din Kubachi 
was glad to take refuge in Mooltun To all appearance he might have mnde 
good his footing, if he luid not been lured away by a brighter prospect, which 
seemed opeuing in Persia Before he quitted Scinde u detachment of the Mogul 
army crossed the Indus, and commenced their barbarous warfare; but want of 
provisions compelled them to depart, after slaughtering 10,000 Indian prisoners. 
Nasir*u-din, who had repulsed the Mogul detachment when it laid siege to 
Muoltan, was less fortunate when he was attacked a second time by Altamah. 
After retreating to Bukkur, he ha<l, with the view of prc»ceeiling to Scinde, 
embarked witii all his family on the Indus, when a sudden squall upset the boat, 
and idl ou board periahed This tragical event happened in 1225. 

Altaiush was thus rid of a formidable competitor, and obtained a large 
accession of territory. Another competitor, however, remained, in the person 
of Bukhtiar Khilji, the governor of Behar and BengaL He had been mainly 
instrumental in conquering these provinces; and though he was contented to 
hold them under Eilmk, one of whose sisters he hail married, he had no idea of 
acknowledging any supremacy in Altamsk The latter, after persuasion failed, 
luid recourse to force, and Bakhtiar was not only worsted, hut lost Ills life. 

Altaiush, tlironed in his capital at Delhi, now swayed his uoeptre over all 
the territories which the Mahometans hail conquered in Imiiu They were 
large enough and rich enough to satisfy any reasonable ambition, but he was 
still bent on conquests, which, l>eing wholly his own, might form the most solid 
buds of his fame. Six years, from 1226 to 1232, were spent in executing these 
ambitious schemes; and in the end. nfter the conquest of MaIwuIi. with it* famous 
capital Oojein, bad l.veen completed. all Hindoostan proper, with u few Isolated 
and unimjxirtant exceptions, did homage to Altamsh. The additional greatness 
thus conferred on him was not enjoyed long, for he died four years after, in 
Ap-d, 1236. It may l>e mentioned, as a proof of the anxiety which the 
Mahometan* of India still felt to keep up their connection with the central 
authority of IsliimLxm in the west, that Altamsh, in the course of his reign, 
received his investiture from the Caliph of Bagdad. 

Kukn-u-dirt. the son and successor of Altomsh, was a veiy unworthy repre¬ 
sentative of his talents. While his court was thronged with musicians, doneing- 
wornen, nnd buffoon*. he was too indolent and effeminate to support the 



Cjtap. nr j 


I ITE *L LTA5A HE&U. 


(15 

■ l i’-'"! of ^'VL-nuiMit -Hid ■)I► • vihi■ ■ i tinuii on hia mother. who wjis auibitiLiLLs vmi*s» 
enough to undertake tin* tmk. Inn perfm?ik&d it m capiieitnialy nml tymnuiddly, 
tluu ii Pillion broke out, ami. at the nml of sc veu unmiks Kukii-u-din was 
dejjosed to make way Fur his skier, who 
assumed the title of Sultana Kozin. 

She wji.M not new to government, for her 
father, when absent on hu campaigns, 
intrusted her with the udiuinDtnuinit 
in preference to his sons According to 
I'YrislrUi 11 Kozin Bggutn vv.ifi endowed 
with every princely virtue; and those 
who perutiubse heraction* must severely, 
will find in her no fault hut that die 
a woman." 

The djvuicmfcazioes under which die 
assumed the government were difficult 
The two must powerful parlies in tin? 
state were cordially united in deposing 
her brother hut only one of them con 
Cttntod in her elevation The malcon¬ 
tent faction beaded by the vizier of the 
two previous reigiLi, at once applied to 
the swnrth ami. appearing before Delhi 
defeated uti army which vna advancing 
to Its relief But tlinngh Rezin was weak in arms, she wan powerful in intrigue, iicutmat 

gi ifvrrimniit- 

and succeeded well in sowing dimension*, that, the wnfedcnicy formed against 
her melted away of its own accord. duped skill and success marked her internal 
administration, Seated daily on her throne, slit was aoce*?dblr o. alt, gave a 
patient ear to complaints, redressed grievances, reformed abuses, and dispensed 
justice liniiiy and IinjKuiially. UnlurtunaUrly. site liad on o failing which affected 
her reputation, and lowered her in the estimation of her subjects. She jihowud 
a stiting and undisguised favour for her master of the lior^e. whom, though 
originally mi Abyssininn hUvc„ she raked aUvve nil her other nobility, by 
appointing him commander- i n-chief It does not seem that her honour was 
compromised, for the utmost said against her in this respect is. Hint she allowed 
him to lift her up when site mutinied mi liorsoliack. Jt was enough, however, 
to excite ji rebellion mid make it successful After a short struggle. the Abys- 
fcmimi was murdered and Sultana Rczln was deposed She was confided hi the 
charge of ji Turki chief culled Altunin, who had been the leader in the rdielHcm 
Here her blond! shnj«nts. again nVtiiled her, ami aim an won upon Altunin that 
he fell di-sjjeratdy in love with her, married her. and attempted to restore her 
to tile t'lnme. At the head of nn army, she advanced to Delhi. ft night two 

a 
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bloody buttles; fo n t them, anil was taken prisoner with her husband- Both were 
put to death. She bad reigned three years and a hah’. 

In ]23£k when Sarin was deposed, her brother Midz-u-din Be 1 1 mm was 
jJju’wl on the thnuuv Hu wasaltogether unworthy of it; and ejuh-avuured to 
nil himself of the importunities of tbo*e to whom he ow.rl his rrleviiUou, by 
tmidieiy and assassination. He wow imprisoned mid put to death after he had 
reigned little riK.iv than twn yvaiH The only event of importance in his n iirii 
whs im irruption of the Moguls Into the Punjab, Another reign, equally short 
and wofthk^. followed The ruler was Ala u ■ i i n Mnsaood* a you of Rukuu- 
din. His crimes were s<xm terminated by a violent 1 lea tit During In- reign 
two irruptions of the Moguls took place ; the one into the nortb-W®8t, mid the 
oilier by « route which they luul nut previously attempted—through TliiUd 
into Bengal 

Nmdr-u-din Mahmoud, grandson of Altzm-nh, idler a short interval, was 
raised to the throne in 1216 . He was of retjr&l and stud ion-, habit*, and rid 
Idmself of the care* of government by devolving them on his vizier Gbei&»-u-dm 
Bui him The Moguls wen- now the great enemies to U fc feared The pmvincvH. 
of Herat, Balkh, Kandahar, L'abool, and fdinznee were in their possession; and 
as India was constantly threatened by them. It was necessary to keep up a 
r-tuir iing army along the fruitier. Several of the earlier years of ihb reign 
were employed in suppressing dkturbatiLus which had arisen, chiefly in Moohun 
and the Punjab generally. The event.-: of the kitv years are, generally, unim¬ 
portant la 1250, the Bfypoofo of Meerut, having risen in insurrection, the 
Vizier Bui bun led an army against them; and having obliged them to bike 
refuge among the mountainous districts, continued for four nnmtbs to ravage 
ihe country by flic and aword The InurbarititH thus committed. however, made 
tlie Rajpoots de&p&A&t and they rushed down with all their forces into the 
plain, attacking the Mahometan* SO suddenly and fiercely that Bui bun hail great 
-Eillkulty iti keeping his men together Sujkrior <lisdplint- finally previdled 
.Lii'l the Rajpoots were driven back to their fastnesses with great shinglitei 
A In ox.- lO.fliio Ml 011 the field; 200 chiefs taken prisoners; were put to death; 
and tin- great body of their followers were condemned to slavery. ShurUv 
belhre tlds formidable outbreak, jui ambassador arrived at Delhi from Hookikou, 
King of Perm., and grandson of Ghengljis Kluro. On his approach, the vizier 
went out in state to meet him. with a brain of 50,000 foreign burse, then in ihu 
service of the Delhi government 2000 elephant^ and SIM JO cririteggsof tireworka 
What thfsn? la&t were b uncertain. They may have been merely for display, 
but more probably cOtmbted of the Greek lire with which tin Mahomet at in, 
oven of the far ea-t were thru well acquainted A series uf reviews and dmm 
fights were performed; and the amb&amulur wan then ltd through the city to 
tlit pnket* when-everything was arranged for Ijis Reception in the mred gor- 
gkous style. Among ih.^-- wlm griu.fd the ceremony, and stood next the Lhroim, 
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wew many tributary Indian primvc Them were present* also, tin fewer than ap- imh 
twenty-five prince* of I nik-Ay-mf Khurasan, and Transoxinna. who had rsnught 
[■rtitection nt X>t>llii from the devastating hordes of (jhenghis Khan,. 

Nuitr-u-iHn died of a lb merittc disease in 12C6, after » remind tweptv year* 

p ° D *■ * Ku|r«4m 

Re initkes little figure' on the j«"e of library ; sod was, both fay nature end habit* 
tiir heller into pled f>r u private than Idr u public station. Though of royal 
piijvmngv lit- had nnpiiivd pandmonimw habits, and lived hi the tittin^t aim- 
jdirity. When imprisoned in early life, he maintained himself by tlie labours 
of his pell, and when -JMtol >>n the throne, In- made it his daily pruetiea to write 
*B much os would suffice to purchase his food. Ferisbtn’s account of liri domestic 
furraiLncni lints is curious:—'"i.'nntmry to the custom of other piiin.vs he kept tn> 
concubines He bad but one wife whom he obliged to do every homely j^rt 
of housewifery, When abe complained one day, that she hud honied her fingers 
in baking ids bread and derired he would allow a maid to assist her, he rejected 
ber request, saving that lie was only a trustee for the state, and was determined 
not to burden it. with needles ex | Rinses. He therefore exhorted her to persevere 
in her duty with patience, and Gi«l won!d reward her on the day of judgment,” 

Gheiasn-din Bui bun, usually catted by European writers Bnlim lmd lung pho«ui 
been virtual, and on Ids muster's death, became actual soverdgn. He was the 
son of it powerful Turki chief but when a youth, hail been carried off by the 
Moguls mid sold to a merchant, who took him to Bagdad Here he was bought 
by an Inhabitant of Bussoruh. who, on learning that ho belonged W the same 
tribe as Alfcamsli, took him to Delhi, when that tnomuvh paid for him 
liberal]v that his previous master returned with an independent fortune. 

His first .-mphn-ment was »* falconer, liucause lie was particularly skilfui in 
the art of hawking : but, by the influence of u brother, whom ha found living 
in high favour at court, he obtained a higher position and became n noble. In 
the reign of Buku-inlin, be commanded in the Punjab. On receiving nn nnier 
to return, he refused to place himself in the power of that worthless tyrant, who, 
be lea rued hnd a design upon I us life. He therefore lock the only alternative 
that remained and declared himself independent When the Sultana Besst* 
mmintol tin thnuie, he joined tin* confederacy which marched to Delhi tu depose 
her, noii wan token prisoner. After a time he effected Uis encajie, and became 
,i h tiding supporter of Bdinmi. during whose reign lid Md the government trf 
HnnKi iand beware*, and distinguished himself in suppressing the insuiTectioim 
in Meerut- In the reign of AW*mdin Musaoad, lie Md the ^fiicr of Ameer 
ljsijib; mid at last, n.s has been seen, exftrtaaed nil the powers of sovereign, 
though mnnimtly only the vizier of NiwuMi-diit 

Bulhun began his re%u with t..meads of what bo deemed necessary severity; 
and Iul vlng thus made hi- f Haitian whhiiv, itci|uired u high reputation for jimfclee UMtim 
and wisdom. He wm a literal rewarder of merit, and a rigid corrector uF crime; 
i i' beseems to haw nttncljcd inure importance to birth than iiflgbl fa*VC been 
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expected in whw a irmn; nnd in pami-ukr, uuud^ a rule never to appoint nay 
Hindoo to it pW-e of trust and jmwvr Ili^ jHiArotiiLge of literature brought morns 
of the must writers of thy period to Ins court. which, if uv muy 

credit Farid ita, W4S Hie tttttsfc polite ami tnaghitii^nt in tin* world. ill* example 
found many imitators in the ^ipitJil; ami while n society of learned men met 
at the hoiLsy of a prince called Khan Shulitied, another society, of a more iniflcel- 
Liiieous hut not lei-w attractive description. us it, eonukud of muuiriiuiK lancers, 
actors, anrt kissagoes ar story-tellets, met itt the house of the kings second son. 
Various other ‘societies, for wiiniJar purpoiCH, won fomu-d in every (piarter of 
Delhi ftnt merely tin) literary taster of the kino but lib love of show wos 
rierlnloiLsJy imitated; and splendid pihiees, equipages, and liveries boon mo quite 
a in gw nninng the eiiurlioiH 

Fiirblitii wunns jls lie describes the pomp and state with which the monarch 
surrounded himself, and proceed* ns follows'—"So imposing were tin* cere¬ 
monies of int ns I action to the royal presence, that none could approach the 
throne wit! rout a mixture of a we and admiration. ft i.rr was Ghrias-ti dm 
Bui lum tes splendid ill hb prowsdous. His state elephant- were eovijre-I with 
purple and gold trappings Mis horse -guards, consisting of KKlO Tartars, 
appeared in glittering nnatnir, mounted on tin- finest rito*-d<- of Pwrain and 
Arabia, with silver hits, and housings of rich embroidery Five hundred chosen 
foot in rich liveries with drawn sword*, preceded him. proeliriniing bis upprouidi 
and charing thr- way. Hb nobles followed uvi-inling to their rank, with their 
various equipages and attendants . 11 

h is in*? im wort hi ■! notice tliat Jiulbmt took a very* marked interest in 
what is now known as the tompanutw cmiiyj. An officer of rank, son nf the 
keeper of the royal wardrobe. and governor of the province of Budinwin. had, 
while ilia state of dninkenne^ slain one of hm personal dejH'ndwtLs nnd, on the 
I'ftBiplaint nf the widow, wus e:it for tried, and lenten in dentil in pres. ruv of 
the whole court Anutfter higli olfi^er, the governor of Unde, who h id h'H'ti 
guilty of the same crime under the influence of intoxication, received a public 
whipping nf aOO liLshes, ami was given over iihii &tav, in the widow of the man 
he Ian I killed. The- are hot to tie regarded hh solitary instftnrev* of rigid jiisLuv, 
but rather part of a general sysL-m adopted for the purpose of putting down 
dnmkrmiHS-aL In the following etatennmt of Ferbhta. there ts something vtIty 
like an enactment of the Mmno-Iaw:-—-* 1 Ghekui-u-dm Eh I him in his youth 
wn.f nddielid to the use oi MntU butf-QO )o - .■- - -|.-ji ■ • • £],:■ ! i-i*.ri,«• ho tjgfenue 
ft grail enemy to tire luxury, prohibiting Llie use and manufacture of fermented 
lirpiora throughout hb dominions, under the Everest jumaltiea.' 

Though ibud "f .splendour, and by nu uwam niggardly, Bui bun seems tmme- 
time^ to tmw I veil mized with fite <d e 'inomy. During one of thesH^, he causnl 
u list of nil the vt-reimo wlm l no I servwl in the preceding ivi.gri‘- lobe noak* out, 
and iettlcd Iml^jmiy, With ■ M iiifuioji frmn active duty'j on all who Were ropfuitsl 
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a# worn out This ermugamPTit, though QBfl which the niifti enlightened Htates 4 .pl 1 * 1 % 
i>| nmdeni timet haw adopted, gave gnvit dissfitiidhction; and the veterans 
induced i\ magistrate of Delhi* venerable for yearn and character, and high in 
favour, to represent tlu-ir isua? to the king. He iiwordinglv went tins next day' 
rn court. and, while standing in the protend put on a face of great- dejection. 

The king observing it,, inquired the cause; ” I was just thinking, replied the 
magistrate, H that if in the presence of CUhI, till the »dd. men were reject* d what 
would become of me," The device succeeded* and the veterans were again 
placed on full |iay„ 

In the yes? 127° the king's nephew, Sheer Khun, died Hfl was govafluor 
of Lahore. Moulton, Sirhind, Botindii ic.e. t and nil thcr districts exposed to 
ilogifii inclusions. These restless de predators nimmediately rawlt their appear- 
limsi. It setins that st - voin! of the su Inordinate governors were in league with 
Uiorrl; mid owing to this cause. as well u$ to mutual judniihics and dissension* 
in other quarter*, the Moguls uirule such head that bullion was obliged to 
nppjint bb eldest son. Prince M&htnood. viceroy of the frontier provinces. At 
the Mini* time he caused him to In- proclaimed his successor. 

Tlic Moguls had hitherto beeu the only enemy against whom it was thought 

A .. k j y iksigif 

TH‘.v'--!r-v m provide, hut in I37fl a furitiKlnl'le insurrection broke out in a dif- •> l^m 
ferent quarter. During a serious ilineal, which IgS to a rumour that Bulbun 
ltnd died, Toglmd Khan, the governor of Bengal, who had been guilty of some 
irregularities, for which Sir feared he might V called to ae^unt, not only 
revolted, but, assuming the scarlet canopy along with other insignia of royalty, 
declared himdi' King uf Bengal. Bulbun immediately gave the government of 
Bengal tn tin guyettKnf of Onde, Abptujeen, entitled Ameer Khan* and nur- 
naiiM*j the Ihvirv. At the same time, he sent, several generals with 11 large 

army U> hi* assistance. Ahiptujem, thus ruiiiforoed, crossed the Gugtn, and 
Toghrq! Khun advanced to meet him. This he ilid with the IftOTv confidence, 

Ivennse lie wa* aware that many of the Turk! chiefs in AUipfctij can's army hud 
iwti gained hy ti» largesse* Th^ iwMequenw was thnt the royal army nuft- 
tnii al n total overthrow, When the news reached Bulbim, he bit hb own flesh 
with vexation, hung Abiptujeett at LliC? gate of Dude, and Sent M ullik Tinmmy 

... with another tinny against the nslteL Not mure ranuarfhl than hb pre- 

dectaecF, he was defeated. Imt nil hfe baggage, nnd with it the public treasure. 

Hi ilium now set out m person, crowed the Ganges without waiting lor the 
■Ity wesson, and pBUCfejdod tn Bengal hy lor it'd mardieH The state of tin-: n\vr ■» ibnpi, 
mid reads, however, nueasioiird so much delay, that I'ghrul Khan had tune tn 
rolleot a large army, though it did not seem to have limi huge enough to justify 
the mk of on encounter hi the open field He therefore evntuoted Bangui with 
nil hi* idqdiaiits. treasure, and effects; intending- to keep nut of sight till tin* 
king hhuuld return to bis capital, Thb scheme he fullnwed out with much 
dexterity, thnt Btllhuii, following dose upon the route which he \vn& undemtood 
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to have token. could m>L c4iLu.it* n. tiro of him for several day* At last MuIUjt 
iWkqdur, the governor of Knle, Wing out with & small reconnoitring party, 
saw Komi? bullocks with fiack-saddlea. The drivers wen? seb&d, but in answer 
Ui nlJ htpiiriro, obstinately pretended ignorance, till the head nf cmt> of tT waw 
wirts struck "'Cl' wlil'Ti the st*L fell on their fecra ami confess} duff (Ji,.v 1 ,jkI 
jiiat left Tughnil Khans temp, which wan four miles farther nn Mnllik going 
Ibnrajd dim bed n rising ground, from which he saw the whole tsicampnuEff 
spmul over n plain, with the elephant- mid Rivalry picket ted, and evr-i vriun:; 
in apparent sii-unty. Having fixed his eye on Toghnd's tent*, situated near 
the too tit of Ithe camp, he determined on a very daring enterprise - Advancing 
with the forty mm ha had with him ni full speed, ho whs allowed to enter the 
temp, because it was never doubted that lie belonged to it He mtole directly 
for head-qnarten*, and ordering his men to draw their swords, rushed into the 
tent of midienee, slnmting ■ Victory to Sultan Bnlbunf 

Togtind thought he imd been surprised by the royal army, ami leaped from 
hL> thrum- to hmke wav to the rear Finding u horse without a Middle, he 
mounted it and fled in the dilution of the river Mullik, having caught 
dglit of him, pttttue4 and shot him with nn arrow while he was in the art of 
-wimining the stream. T'<ghml fed fmm his horse, nod was seised by Muttik, 
w lio dragged him out by the hair, and rut off bis head, leading the body to be 
carried down the stream lb had just time to hide the lieiwl in the sand when 
some of Toghnd's people came tijx They found Mullik bathing, and ncwi 
subjecting hew mattatf stood, kll him after asking a few question* The 
tjonfimhui produced by the supposed surprise spread into a general pan to and 
the whole *mnp dispersed* every one thinking only of his own safety Mullik 
ever after Into the surname of Toghrul Kw**h> or the Slayer of Tnghnd. 

Bidbim arrived next day, and finding that no enemy remained, returned to 
eiraeute vengeance on tho rebel’s family, every member of which 1m put to death. 
Before return \ng fmm this expedition, on which lie is said to have spent three 
years, he appointed his son, JOturra Klurn, King of Bengal, and gave Emu all 
tlie spoils ,ff Tnghrul, except the ofe plan its and treasure, which he removed to 
hcUii Am wxm an tViiuv Malum**! heard of hi$ lather’s itrrival, he hastened 
fnww MoolUn to visit him, and was received with the greatest nlfertimi The 
two were almost irusejarablfi; but they had nut been three months together 
when an event occurred which was to [Jftrt them for ever The Morals had 
invaded MooitatL The prince made nil haste to oppose them, and Bultmn, now 
mi the 1 Wtifera of eighty* bitterly felt tlu- png of separation, His presentiment 
probably was that lie himself was about to be gathered in his father*, and that 
Ma- prince would survive him Accordingly he spent much of the 1*4 inin vbv, 
in Mangling him us to the conduct he elw&M pursue when nn the throne 
fhe counsels were wise, and the prince, who hud given great promise, would 
doiihtli-HH have n-’t*-d upon tlwin if tin ^iiw.vton hud upenud to him It was 
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Otherwise determined. As sxmjw the prince iirrivt^l in Mimltiiii, he attacked iVT ?7sr 
the Mogul*, recovered nil tlie territories whieli they had stdied, mnL expelled - 
them with great slaughter. These Moguls were subjects of Tumour Klitiu, of 
the htfllHe of irhenghD Khun; nud tlwjugh not unknown to finne, a. vmy different 
person from the stall mure Gallons Thmmror Tamei'limC, who did imt make bin 
appearance till a rentury after. The present Tim our niL-J Die eastern provinces 
id Perrin fn m KhoraBnn tio the Indus, and with the- view •>£ evading the 
exuiiyon of his Moguls; apneaied next year In Bindoostan. at the bond of 

° M + , , , , , Minlofllii 

SQ.hOP dso^-n hot:. ' After ravuguig the country Around Lahore hr adviineed 
in the direction of Mooltaa Pritice 
Mil! LtucM.nl hastened to meet him A 
river lay between them, and might 
cattily have Ijeen converted into an 
inseparable liairier against the further 
progress of tho Moguls, hut the prince 
iJisdainod to avail liinorif of tills ad- ’ 
vantage, and left the passage free. 

After Timnur haul crossed, tho armies 
drew up and s great liattle was fought 
Berth leaders distinguished themselves; 
hut after contesting the victory for 
three hours, the Mogul* were obliged 
toflee, and the InJmns followed hotly 
in pursuit Prince Hobmood, worn 
out with fatigue, lull ted on the banks 
of u stream to quench. Ids thirst He 
haul wily job attendants, mill was spied 
by t\ Mogul chief, who lay concealed in 
mi adjoining wood with 2(XX) horse The prince had Ictrely rime to mount 
before the Moguls were upon him With his small hand he thrice liemicnUy 
repulsril lii - assailants; hut nt hist, overpowered bv nnmhera. he frit mortally 
wounds I stud almost instantly expired Hi* trimps, who had gone in pursuit 
of the dying enemy, on returning with the about* of victory, found their 
prince Weltering in hi* blo-d- The voice of triumph was immedlately turned 
to wailing, and every eye was in tears. Tho dtemnf news broke the old king's 
heart rind he only lingered on, u ish t g for death to release him, 

When he found hi* end appttmddng, fie recalled has wo, Khtnru Khun, it-th.j 
from Bengal, and nominated him bis successor. He only stipulated that he 
should nppdnt a deputy hi Bengal, and rerun in with him nl Delhi, till hi* death 

'TJif ■uim ut iti,4it 111% hi lLc Mojdet rvilficluiii iffttiwri* *rr From MntmmmM Antrim r ri 

*t Oft.ilrida Cfflirt, m Um bxltl* isp. JVWer ntt A? f tilcrt frcMB an udnt 

*ul kJiACj*? Ll ilia f-1 .jt.iijv!. TJ>« «u uf iUc- MS. <.<t i!lo At« m Akl.^iy, 
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Tins event riot happening; so soon as Khnrm Khan expected, he was imnniural 
enough to bedCune impatient, niul depart lor Bengal without ru mum t ring hi* 
intention. BuJbun, lmth grieved tod indigiumt. ijent for his grindwt. Kci 
Khosnv Prince Mahtiiood's son. from Mooltau settled the succession on him. 
ami .! few days alter, expired in 1286. He hud roigimd with ^i-'.it sneiv.-* 
for twenty-one youre Though uli tlw* nfike*» of th*? conn hiui swim nigive 
effect to Bulbous will, no sooner mu* he dead than the chief iirngistrate ui 
Delhi, who hud always been sit variance with Kci Khtthru* fiither, exerted his 
miluenoe ogninst the young prince w ith such effect tluit lie was ,^i aside to 
inflkc Way f r Im cousin, Ketkuhad, the *u,m of Kburra Ivhun. Kei Ivlmsru, 
glial if> tsaij** with his Sir-, returned to hi.s government, 

Kcikolsi'l on mounting the throne in his eighteenth year* Assumed the title 
of ifoist-u din life wjj- remarkably handsome in jreraou, affable in his manners, 
mild in temper, of a literary tnate. ami well informed Unfortunately he 
became t>.ni soon Id* own master; and mi blinking loose from the tight rein 
which hiit father lu<( kept upon him. he passed to Ike apposite extreme, and 
hemline a debauchee. His example was soon followed by bis courtiers, ami 
once more, bort-ow the description of Perish te, every slmdy grove wtei 
tilled wiili women ami p irtii-- uf pleasure and every' street rung with riot ami 
tntnuk ; even the magistrates were seen drunk in public, and music ™ heard 
in every lamse,' At Kelockeiy, on the bunks of tin- Jumna, he fitted up a 
palace where he might r-vel mtfiiaturbed amidst, his only companions—singvis 
players, music Luna and buffo mH. 

N i/um-ti-din. the chief teeretoTy of Kcikohml seeing limy rompletely hi* 
master wjih engrossed by pleasure, conceived the idea of usurping the throne. 
and having no seruphs a* to the means. began by endeavouring to remove whsit 
In 1 ij>ac*-iyiifl tn hr lie- greatest obstacle. This was Kei Kliosni. who hud gone 
to fihuznee, and solicited Timottr Khun, the Mogul viceroy, to aid him with 
troops for the purp-'M' of driving Keikotaid from the throne which, hy the 
will of lib grandfather Bttlbnn, belonged of right to himself Ho failed in the 
sitt-unfit, but returned notwithstanding' hi his government Either thinking 
that his attempt was unknown <*r hoping that it bud been forgiven, be wa- 
enticed to pay a visit to Delhi, and before he reached it. was way laid mid 
murdered hy the hiiv I assassin* "f Nizura-U’din, The next part of the pint 
was to pr-m-Tuv the- disgmr** of Kcikobitd'a visder, and cut >ff rdi the nld servants 
of the lute K ing Uulbuti They diHappearad one after another by -ainm kind of 
royntcrinus agency, and a general feeling of diotiuiy wm produced Niznm-u-din, 
the real instigator, though not the actual jHBrpetiatar of the munlera. was not 
even *u*pactaL 

Though the Moguls tbe otht-r side uf the Indus were constantly crussfcm 
it. iuid making predatory incursions info India, it 3s u rtnujirkahle fact tliat vast 
numbers of Uicir iroiintiyiutin had voluntarily eulLsted in the army of Delhi at 
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soldier* of fortune, and were even nrnlei>.t ">.l to have titaiir gmqd and faithful ,v.d w 

wmiX’. Niziiu iwlm, anxious to get quit of the Mogul mercenaries —■ who, lie 

iV :ireil might refitse to he the instruments of his design — took advantage of :i ^ 

b , b “ lit a llr^Til 

recent Mogul imursiom to persuade Keiknlwi that it was imp rii tie to retain mm-sii- 
tlitm, its in fehti event uf a general invasion, they would certainly join their 
i.'iumLryiii it li was tkiuvfore resolved to got quit of them hy j my means, 
however atrocious. The plan adapted was to assemble the Mogul chids. and 
miLvmiv them hy the guard> Even all other officer who luid any connection 
with them were first imprisoned, and then sent off to distant ga.tri.sona While 
NLzmu u-iJiit was time clearing away sill teal or imaginary obstacle^ Ida wife 
was equally busy in the seraglio, and had all its imaates at her devotion* 

K Iaura Khan, Keikn bad's father, who had hitherto iieen contented with I**#™* «f 

K*. k> Did 

Bengal. hearing of the state of affairs at Delhi, wrote U> lvnra his son of his vaahk 
danger Xo attention was paid to his advice; and K hurra Khan, seeing the 
crisis approaching; determined to anticipate it, hy marching with n large army JiiLl6 
Upon Delhi Keikobad advanced with a still larger army to oppose his progress 


Tiie fattier feeling bis inferiority propped initiation, hut the son ass limed a 
bought V tone ami would, appeal to noth mg hut the sword Before mutters 
were allowed to coin-. to this extremity. Kliurta KJmu made n last effort, and 
wrote a letter in the most tender and affectionate terms, begging he might be 
hle.s -1 with one sight of his son. Keikobad was melted, ami a reoortdliatton 


took place, the ultimate effect of which 
was that NLzaiiou-diu saw all Vii^ t.roa- 
l-Ih-j'-.ij, drsigiLs iru-i tinted. and wa- dn.itly 
after cut off by poison 

For a time KoikubnJ seemed about 
to r'.'f"rm. but lie had no decision n| 
character and hi- old habits returning, 
new fa thin* were fanned and a kind of 
fuiureby prevailed To increase tlie con¬ 
fusion his dissijwitioii undermined hi.- 
constitution and be Uptime patii.b'tlt- 
Every noble now begun to intrigue fir 
power, and two grout |jartus were formed 
—the ouu headed by a Khilji of the 
mum of Mullik Jelul-u din Femse and 
the other by two high court offitvr*. who. 
i uore h 11 all\ - lispos* ■ I winbed to secure 
the crown t-* Keikobad ^ only son, Prince 
Keunnoura. an infant of three yeti tv of i 
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took [win with their countryman; the Moguls were equally unanimous in favour 
of the prince, whom they curried off from the harem, for the purpose of seating 
him u|k»u the throne It was not yet vacant* for Keikobad, though on a sick¬ 
bed might continue for a time to linger on. This was a state of uncertainty 
which the contending parties could not eudurc; and after mutual Attempts 
at assassination. the emissaries of Jelol-u-din. having forced their way into the 
palace of Kelookery. where they found Keikobad lying in a dying state, deserted 
by all his attendants, they l>eat out his brains with bludgeons. rolled tip the 
body in the bed-elotlies, and threw it out of the window into the river. The 
young prince was shortly after put to death; and Jelal-u-din lowing Wen pro¬ 
claimed king, l>ecame the founder of the Khilji dynasty. This revolution hap¬ 
pened in 12&S. 

Jelal-u-din Feroze luid reached the age of seventy when he usurped the 
throne. The footsteps to it he had stained with blood, hut after la* was seated, 
either remorse or policy induced him to become humane. Having no great 
confidence in the people of Delhi he fixed his residence at Kelookeiy, which he 
fortified and also adorned with fine gardens and terraced walls along the river. 
Numerous other buildings rapidly sprung up; and Kelookery, having thus 
assumed the appearance of a city, was known for a time by the name of New 
Delhi. The year after Jelal-u dins usurpation, u competitor for the crown 
appeared in the person of Mtiliik Juhoo. one of the late Bull.mi's nephews, 
instigated chiefly by Ameer Ally, governor of Oude. After an obstinate 
engagement. Juhoo was defeated, and Ameer Ally and several other leaders 
were taken prisoners. They were immediately sent off to Kelookeiy; but 
Jelal-u-din. as soon as he saw them, ordered them to be unbound and gave 
them a free pardon, while quoting a verse of which the purport is—“ Evil for 
evil is easily returned, but he only is great who returns good for evil ' The 
Khilji duels could not understand this humanity, which they condemned as at 
variance with sound jioliey. “At all events," they observed, “ the relnds should 
be deprived of sight to deter them from further mischief and as an example to 
others. If this was not done, treason would soon raise its head in ever)* quarter 
of the empire." The king answered. “ What you say is certainly according to 
the ordinary rules of policy; hut my friends, I aru now old and 1 wish to go 
down to the grave without shedding more blood" 

It is refreshing to be able to turn aside from the massacres which we have 
in the course of the narrative been comjielled to witness, and listen to senti¬ 
ments partaking so much of the spirit of Christianity. It seems, however, tlmt 
the Khiljies were not altogether wrong, for the king's lenity was often mistaken, 

their former greaioem, am the Doorannee 'lyiurty the north of Afghanistan, ant) forms a ;*rmHrlognun 
•ooceedeJ in arresting from them the eoverelgnty. of ahont 180 mtUn in length, by 80 mil** in bmritk. 
In the banning of laat century thia tribe alone It ia conifciaed more especially in the Talley of the 
conquered all Persia. After a hard Minnie, the Cabool Hirer. from ita source to the town of Jelala- 
thlrd Khilji King of Persia was expelled by Kalir bed, and also in the ullcyi which descend from *bo 
Shah. The territory occupied by theta ia ritnated in Hindoo Koosh. 
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and the hope of impunity produced numerous dkordera. "The street* mid a.p. ifft- 
higliwap j&ys Farishfe “were infested by thieves and l.wnditti House¬ 
breaking. rubbery, murder, and every species of crime was committal by many 
who adopted them as a means of subsistence. Insurrections prevailed in evaiy 
province; iunnerous gangs of freebooter* interrupted commerce, and even 
common Intefeomse, Add to this, the kings governor* neglected to render 
any nccOimt either of their revenues or their administration.” 

Orirae, tines encouraged, did not stop short- of trofesuiv and two plots were conqStt*,:!** 
funned against the king* life One, in which some Khilji chiefs were the ^ 
conspirator?, was no sooner detected than forgiven; the other, which v as 
headed \y a celebrated denis, called Siddy Mullah, was visited more severely. 

Tlib Jervis, originally from Persia, after visiting various cotintrL-.s in tbr west, 
arrived at Delhi, where hi* reputation for sanctity, joined to the liberality of 
hi*) ■ iliii- made him a great favourite, especially with the pcipuhnic, who w ore 
constantly crowded around his gates. For a time he appeared to have no 
higher aspiration than popularity; but at hst, ambition took jKissesskiii ol Ins 
*otll r and an intriguer, to whom he had given lib confidence, persuaded him 
iluLt the people looked on him a* sent from l/od to deliver the kingdom from 
Khilji misrule, anti blew Hiudobstan with a wise and just e rument 

The throne having thus become bis object he determined to take the neatest 
n>ad to it. and sent two of Kis followers to as^ssanate the king ns he was pro- 
ogling to the public mosque. One of the two, however, was seised with 
remorse, and disclosed the ploi Siddy Mullah [m(1 hi* confidential intriguer 
ivere apprehended; hut as they persisted in their innocence, and no witness 
appeared against them, it was determined to have recourse to the fiery ordeal, 
that they might purge themselves of their guilt. Everything was ready, and 
the accused having said their prayers, were about to plunge into the fire, when 
JelnJ-twlin. who had crnne to witness the ceremony, stopped them, mid turning 
to his ministers, put the question, ■ Is it lawful to try Mussulmans by the fiery 
onleair They unanimously answered that the practice was heathenish, and 
contrary to the Mahometan law as well as to reason, inasmuch as it was the 
nature of lire to consume, paying no respect to the righteous mono than to the 
wicked Siddy Mollali was mvlered to prison, but wos barbarously murdered 
Indore lie reached it. Tills murder was associated In the minds of the popukce 
with a series of public calamities which ensued, ainl particularly with two - 
the one a dreadful famine ill the course of the same year (1291;, and the other 
a Mogul invasion in the year following. 

The invading force, headed by a kinsman of Hoolakw Khan, Ghenghls Khari s ^ 
|ynndst>n, consisted of 100,000 horse. Jelal-u-din collected his army, and m-im 
advanced against them For five days the armies lay in right of each other, 
w ith a stream between theuL On the sixth morning, oh if by mutual consent* 

Ihcv drew' nil on an extensive plain, to fight a pitclied kittle. After an 
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obstinate flonflii't, the Mjogub were dcfertied It Li probable that the victory 
wat» not decisive* for .fehcbiwliii gave tlie Moguls free permission to withdraw 
froiii his iloimmdns, mid exchanged presents with them in token of amity. 
On this occasion, Oghlao Klam. n grandson of Ghenghis Khan, aware that lie 
lind little chance of rising among the numerous relations of that warrior 
who were still alive, induced ftOOLi of hi- vuumryinen to remain in the service 
of Jelrd-u-iliTij who gave him his daughter in nmrriage. 

In 12i.ui A la-in dsn, the king’s nephew, who had previously Imjou governor 
of Ktim, obtained in addition to it the government of Glide, and bf-gnii to 
entertnbl schemes of conquert, with a view to ultimate indqiemienee, One of 
Ins expeditions is interesting as the tirst. which the Mahometans nmilf t.n tbs 
I totittUL It was directed against Bam Dew, Itnjah of Dewghur or Dowletubad, 
who is described as possessing the wealth of n long line of kings Alan-din, 
lifter read ling the Deccan frontier, pressed forward towards the capital The 
tfijah happened to lie absent, and lutafcftued home in gien< alarm, Saving mid- 
-ili -nly collected a force, compand ch icily of dtizens and domestics, he esKOuntereil 
die Mnliuiuotati’, about four miles from the city; but, though he-betoaved gallantly,, 
was easily repulsed, and driven back into tile fort, Its ditch, which i’. now one 
of the most remarkable sigh lsi uf the Deccan, the scarp being in ninny places 
100 feet, ^xcavuted ill the solid rock, was not then in existence, and the chief 
defence was a Imre vulL The city wns taken at once, and pillaged Many of 
Lite iiihuhtiaiLts. after heavy contributions Iiad been levied from them, were 
cruelly tortured for the discovery of their property, The fort still Jicld out, 
but flam Dew began to despond, oh the J[ id tome tans had given out that their 
present force* was only the advanced guard of the King of Delhi's army He 
therefore offered a l*qsp rensom, which Ak-u-din, who hod begun to feel the 
difficulties of his position in the centre of i\ hostile country, was fain to accept 

The terms had just lieen concluded when Skunk id Dew, the rajahs iThst 
son, was seen ndfanrihg with a numerous army His lather sent a message to 
him, inrl ijiiit.ii il; that jEeaoe was concluded, and ordering him to desist from 
host ilitics. The youth refused, and s*rit messengers to Ain u dm with n letter, 
in which lie said, ' If you have any love for life, and desire safety, restore what 
you have plundered, and proceed quietly homeward, rejoicing at your happy 
escape/' The Mahometan indignation was bo roused that the messengers,, after 
having their faced blackened with soot, were hooted out "f the camp. 

Ala-u-din immediately moved out to meet the nppnniching enemy, having 
only Mniltk Nonarnot* with 1000 horse, to invest the fort and prevent a 
nally. In the contest which ensued the Mnhotnutans were Overpowered by 
numbers, and tilling hack on ail sides, when the madden arrival of Mu Nik 
Noosroot, who bud left his station at the fort w ithout orders; dumped the fortune 
of the day. The Hindoos supposing that the royal army, *T which they hud 
]i card so much, wna actually arrived were tciied with a panic, and lied In nil 
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directions. AU uhIjti returned to the fnrt, the Wiegers oi which were m*vt ip «_ 
pressed for lumirion^ it having been ascertained that a great number of bags, 
supjtfieed to contain gruitt were filial with *fdt r Run 1 ^' v uras obliged. to wb- 
tjiit to my Unns; and Alu-u-din, besides obtaining the ceaston oi Ellidipoor md 
ii> dv|^ndendes. retired with nn immense mu5om. Ho hud many difficulties 
u > contend with, as his route lay through the hostile and jwwerlul kingdoms 
of Mai wiilj, Gtmdwanm and Cnuddsh; but he sumuounted them all and arrived 
vdely at Knrnt. when*, from the interruption of the communications, nothing 
had been heard of Inin for several niontlia 

Jtf]«l<u-diti a ©a Waring of the immense booty which bis nephew 
bringing with him, nils overjoyed, beesfise he had no doubt that the greater au* ^ ain • 

| H j ft Liftt would go to enrich the royal treasury at Delhi. If is more wtgimous ^ 
servante thought otherwise, anil hinted that Als-u-dm had ultimate designs 
of ll treasonable nature, and would use the booty as a niwms of juseompU^ng 
thvm. The king refused to entertain suspicions wldali might prove uni'cm.led, 

; 1 1 ,, I yh receiving a letter from Ms nephew* couched in the most a t bmW va 
teriiLS, felt only anxious to assure him of Jus Continued favour. 

Heanwliile. die crisis was approadung. Partly by flattering letters treat w* 
Kurm. ind | tartly by the r re-'ieberoua advice of counselors at Delhi, the king 
was inveighk'tl into the fatal resolution of puling 11 visit to his nephew in li:J5* 

When the royal canopy appeared in sight. Ala u-din drew out Ins troop* uiuh r 
pretence of hung honour to his nuij^ty and sent his brother Almas Beg 
forward to mt tnjgn for his rtceptioth Alinas was deep in the [dot, arid artiully 
suggested that if the kino advanced with a large retinue, Aln-p-diu, who 
feared he had I wm$ the royal cliapkaaaie, might be almmed. *So plansable 
. til* n-ng-.u / Minus Beg that the king embarked in his own solitary baigu 
witii only n few select iiUenilnut-J, and. as d tills hud not been enough, ordered 
them to unbuckle their armour, and lay their words wide, In this defenceless 
slate, lie reached the landing-place, and ordered his attendants to halt, wlnle ho 
walked forward to meet his nephew, who advanced alone, and threw himself pros¬ 
trate at hie feet The old king raided him u|‘, embraced him, ami, tapping him 
familiarly cat the check, exclaimed. ' How could you be suspicious of me, who 
Have brought you up from your childlu^l. and cherished you with a fotherly 
affection, holding you dearer in my right, if p^ible, than my "wn offspring f* 

ThLi kind-hearted sipped was answered by the nephew by a signal to ins enhhera, 
one of whom made a cut with his sword, and wounded ,UM-u-dm in the 
shoulder. He immediately ran to regain his Urge, crying. “Ah! thuu villain, u^im 
Aln-u-tlinr hut. before hr mi.hr, 1 it, wia overtaken by another of the soldfin* 
who tW him m the g-round. and cut off hU head, width was fixed on a 
.-pear, and carried in triumph thmngb the camp The wreU.1. whose sword 
com|dated the bloody deed is said to teive suffered a thousand deaths in Imngi- 
tuition before ho died He became mad, and expire!, screaming mcesaimt^ 
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tEiut d did-u din Feroze was cutting oif his head, This reign is ME of incident, 
hut lasted only fur thy is-mjanuively short period iff seven vt-ars. 

When tiding* of JelnbiM tin's murder reached Delhi, the queen -dowager 
of her own accord, without nuiMdriug the chiefs placed her youngest -sm, Prince 
Kuddiir Khatu, a mere Ikty, on the throne The real heir was Arkady Khan* 
then ^oeomor of AIdoIluil Mo li >i ■ fc tit I the qualities of a kiTig. but tin* queens 
proceediugs disconcerted him, ami he resolved, in tin- meantime. to InJte no 
ncti ve stirfw in secure his right Ala-u-din, when ho ntrocitjuatjr muni tired hi> 
iun;]e, aimed not at the thruno of Delhi, but a I Ola o^Uihlisliniynt of Jfi now inde¬ 
pendent kingdom. However, on learning the state of matters, ho began to 
entertain higher aspirations; and in spite of the rainy -season, sot out at once 
lor the capital. There Was nothing to oppose his progress; and the queen-mother 
with her v-h, having Her! with tilt? treasure to Moo]tan, he made a triumphal 
entry into the city in the eriil of 1596, 

Aln-u-din Urg.-m his reign with rq=] tint lift shows and festivities by which he 
i Lutzled the iMi|niliioe, mu I made them forget, or Overlook, the enortiilti which 
had played Mm on bite throne, At the same time, lie conciliated the great hy 
titles and the venal and avaricious hy gifts. The army, also, having been 
gamed by six months pay, he turned liis thoughts to the rival claimants in 
Muoltaaip and sent Uiithmr his brother. Aluf Khun, at the head of 10 GW horse 
The cirizena tu save themselves, betrayed the princes, and delivered up Arkaltv 
Khun and Kuddur Khnn, on an assurance that the lives of k>th would l>e 
spHred It i> almost needless to my that the promise was not kept White the 
junccswere being conveyed to Delhi, a messenger arrived wdt.li orders imm 
Ala ii-ilin. tluit they da mid he deprived of sight After this Imrharcms deed 
wits do tit* f tliuy were imprisoned in the fort of Ha tiki, and shortly after &&&*• 
si noted 

In lSElii, liter AJu -twJin had finished the first year of his reign the start 
ling int-ediigence arrive-1 that Ameer Driwreiri. King ■ tfTmnsoxianiu hml prepared 
an army of 100,009 Moguls, with a design to conquer the Punjab mid Sdnrle, 
and \vw imtiirdly on the way carrying everything before him with fire and 
swooL Aluf Khan was sent against them: and after u bloody conflict on the 
phiiiis of Lthore. defeated them witla the W of 15 {Rltf men Some da vs after 
the nunmmn* prwtunenj, not excepting the women mu! children, found in the 
Mogul camp, were inhumanly butchered 

hi the bigilining of the following year, Aluf Khun and the Vizier Xooanoot 
Klwm. were sent to reduce Iriijmiit On their approach to the capital, tlm 
Itejah Ray Eumm cscatped Into the territories of Bam Dew, ftojidi of Dewghnr, 
in the Deccan, but not without the capture of hh wiv«^ children. ehphunLs 
baggage, and treasure. Hooscoot Khan then prwcodcd with part of the nnuy 
ti - Cambay, which, being a rich country full of merchants yielded n prodigious 
booty, With this, the whole troops were returning to Delhi, when die two 
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gene nils, l>v demanding' ft fifth of tin* sjhhI in addition to the shores which ad. iar. 
tin y had already obtained. imiw.i a wi.li! ^>n*d mntiny, especially among the 
ytogul tnmvnariefL Aluf Khun narrowly ocupcd with his life FT b nephew, 
who was Bleeping in his tent, was mistaken i*.r him by the nuitiiuere mill 
murdersL When the nnuy reuriued Del lit, Ala u din gmfified hb peatim by 
taking into hb Imran Kowln Devy. onv of the captive wive* of thv Rajnh of 
Gtyernt, m celebrated for beauty, wit^ and acconiplbhmcnt^ tbit she wit* styled 
tit.' Flower of India —and his blood thirsty revenge by mi mdberimanate 
massacre of all the families of thme who hud been eoaoemed in the late mutiny. 

,Y1.. tlib time. iLiiuther great invasion of the Moguls UvAl place, nmler 

K -ndoogh Rbum son of the Ameer Dawood, who had led the Ifaniief evpeditiotL 
Their army consisted of 200(000 hoi^e, ami contetn^nted nothing lesa thsrn the Mu,n 
entire u6n»|uvst >-f Hm.bXrdai* Kootloogb Khun, after crossing the Indus, pro- 
ceedtrd direct for Delhi, ami encamped, without opposition. on the bunks of the 
Jumna* ZuEftir Khan, the chief secreWy and governor of the adjoining pm- 
vi 1JL v, s gm.lnn.lly retired nx the Moguls advanced The inhabitants Seeing in 
dbirniy, crowded inW the capital; and the supply of provfemns Kdng cut off. 
wliile ibetvnsmiipti.in was inuucikScly increased. famine began tomgvc Dismay 
aiul despair weir painted on every etmiitenaftra Tu this imeygvncy. A In-n din 
rolled a eoumfl of nobles, but, on finding them opposed to action, took lib own 
ft-nv, and determined to attack the enemy. With this view, he marched out 
by the Budaoon gate’with 300.000 horse and 2700 elephant*. :m.f pr.sceeding 
into t!w pblns beyond "the eobttrbs, drew up in order of battle. Here, too, 
Kaotloogh Khim drew up to receive him Two snub armies had nut mustered 
in Qjjuloofitaa since die Mahometans uppeared in it 

d'hr right wing of the Delhi army was commanded by Zntftir Khan. considered 
the grentest general of the age, and the left by Alnf TOwn Alu-ndm t.«»k 
]n-i in the centre, with 12.000 volunteers, mostly of noble family, and beaded 
by the vbler, NoOarOot Kbiti The choired of the dephnuts oc&ipied u line in 
front, and a body »f chosen cavalry gnanl- d tli^ rear Znfiur Khcm tefft the 
battle by impeLii-nidy dunging the enemy s left, which he bore away before 
him. breaking up the line by bis elephants and thus committing dreadful 
daughter. The enemy * Mb ihmk. thus turned back, was driven ii|mn hb centre, 
nn L n uisidentble confusion maned. Abu-din. wring thb ordered Aluf Klinn 
to advance, but he. tifcsitbfifd liecaiue the pirn* of honour WT bten given 
tu ZufFor Kb:Hi. of whose fame b» was imviou^ meanly kept aloof, and left lib 
rival to follow up his advantage os he could- Tbb he did aim. heed]’ •■’■Sy 
continuing the pursuit fur many miles. A Mogul chief, whuee toman, or division 
of 10.000 horse, hud nut been engaged* fleeing Zuffur Khun unsupported, resolved 
te attack him; and. at the same time, sent information to Kuotloogh Klian, 
who hastened forward with smother toman Zutfur Khan was eonsequontiy 
attacked in front and rear Tlm> pliu-ed, he saw lib danger, but m it ™ too 
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A;d.ej^ Into to retreat. ho drew up his forces, in number not half those of tlu; enemy, 
in two squadrons, and continued the unequal conflict The log of his horse 
having Wn cut tlirougli by a sabre, lie fell to the ground, hut rose instantly, 
seized a 1*ow and quiver, and. leing a dexterous archer, dealt death around him 
Most of his soldiers wen! now slain or dispersed, and Kootloogh Khan—who. from 
admiration of his valour, would have saved him—called u|*>n him to surrender, 
but he |*?n.-isted in discharging his arrows, and refused quarter. On this, the 
Mogul attempted to take him alive, hut it could not be done, and he was at 
last cut in pieces 

Notwithstanding this advantage, the Moguls did not vcuture to continue 
tlm contest; and. abandoning all hopes of success, evacuated India as fnst as 
they could Their departure was celebrated at Delhi with great rejoicing 

Aia-u-dm, in consequence of the success which lmd attended his anus, 
l»eaune so elated. that lie liegan to entertain some extraordinary projects. One 
of them was to imitate Mahomet, and become, like him, the founder of a new 
religion; another, to leave a viceroy in India, and set .nit, in the manner of 
Alexander tin* Great, to conquer the world While meditating such schemes, 
he was so illiterate, tluit he could neither read nor write The only part which 


he executed, was to assume the title, 
and issue coinage impressed with the 
name of Alexander 1L A more prac¬ 
ticable course of action was adopted in 
1299, wlieii lie resolved to attempt new 
conquests in India With this view, 
he sent his brother, Aluf Kluui, mid the 
vizier, Xoraroot Khan, on nn expedition 





n»L\tA Cat • or Aumi*. 1 —Frau Tfaourt Crfa* 
»h* Palau Siltam 


Against the Kajuh of Runtunbhore, or Rintirnliore. a strong fortress in the 
KajiNiot state of Jcypnnr. Nooaroot Khan, going U*o near to the wall, w,i* 
kille.1 by a stone thrown from an engine. The rajali, Humber Dew. immediately 
marched out from the fort, and, placing himself at the head of a large army, 
hastily collected, drove Aluf Khan Wk with great loss 
X!7tT m Aln-u-din, informed of the defeat, resolve.! to take the field in por*m. <)„ 
the way. he one day engaged in hunting, and having wandcttd far from the 
camp, spent the night in a forest, with only a few attendants Rukn Kliau. 
his nephew and brother-in-law, tempted by the opportunity, thought he could 
mu do better than gain the throne in the same way as Alu inlin had done, hv 
assassinating his |>redecewor. Accordingly, having communicated his design 
to some Moguls, on whose co njuration and fidelity lie could r#*lv, he rodr* t ,p 
at sunrise to the place win-re the king was, and discharged a Hi^ht of arrow* 



• Wtight 170 sn. On elnr^ _TI» nw »t mfchty Aar tU mxmd, r K ht Utv! of |W« kUlif.1. «. rP orttr 
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ISvo *»f them took effect, and he fell, apparently dead Kukn Kh a n drew his a o m* 
sword to cut off hi* head ; hut, a* the deed wanned already effectually done, 
and time wna precious, lie desisted, and, hastening to the camp, was proclaimed 
king. 

Aln-u-'hn's wounds were not mortal ; and he was able, after they were l*>uud 
up to reach the camp, where, to the astonishment of all, he suddenly appeared 
on an eminence. Rnkn KJuin was holding his court when the astounding 
new* reached him, ami had only time to mount his horse and flee. A party sent 
in pursuit, speedily overtook him. and, returning with his head, laid it at the 
feet of the king, who shortly after continued his march to Rintimbore, and 
renew’ed tire dingt The place was olistiiuitely defended; and, after standing out 
a whole year, was only taken at last by stratagem. Humber Dew, bis family,- 
find the garrison were put to the *wor»L It seems that the rajahs minister had 
turned traitor, and gone over to the Mahometans with a strong party during 
the siege. He no doubt anticipated a splendid reward; but met the fate he 
deserved, wlien, with all Ids followers, he was ordered to execution Ala-u-din 
justified the sentence by observing, that “thus© who have betrayed their natural 
sovereign will never be true to another. 

Ala-u-din, alarmed at the frequency of conspiracies against his life, became 
anxious to adopt some effectual means of preventing their recurrence. With tirr^nn. 
tills view, he summoned his nobles, and commanded than to give their opinions 
without reserve. They spoke more freely than might have been expected; ami 
mentioned, among other causes of treason, his own inattention to buriiii , 3&» l and 
the consequent difficulty of obtaining mlress of grievance*—the prevalence of 
intoxication—the power of aristoeratical families in connection with the abuse 
of patronage—and the unequal division of property. The opinion thus given 
made a deep impression upon him. and he immediately to act ujhjii it, 

though in a manner which left as much room for censure a* for approbation. 

He first applied himself to reform the administration of justice, and made strict 
inquiry into the private as well as public characters of all official*. He next 
adopted a kind of universal spy system, by which he obtained a knowledge of 
all that was said or done in families of distinction in the capital, or throughout 
the country. Crime, also, was so rigorously punished, that robbery and theft, 
formerly common, became almost unknown; "the traveller slept secure on tho 
highway, and the inereluuit carried his commodities in safety, from the Sea of 
Bengal to the Mountains of Cabool, ami from Tulingana to Cashmere ’ These 
are Ferlshtas worth; but the description mast be taken with considerable 
allowance, a* a portion of the territories within these limit* wa* not yet under 
the jurisdiction of the King of Delhi. To repress drunkenness, he issued an 
edict similar to tluit of Bulbun, making the use of w ine and strong liquors a 
capital offence. To prove his sincerity and determination on the subject, ho 
emptied his own cellar* into the streets, and was imitated in this respect to 
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such an extent. by nil classes of people, that for .several 'lav's the common 
sewers mu wine. 

As too ofieu happens under desjfotisms, the radical reforms of Ala-u-din 
degenerated into unmitigated tyranny and rapacity. As a means of keeping 
the nobility in check, he enacted that they should be incapable of contracting 
marriage without the previous consent of the crown, ami prohibited them from 
holding private meetings, or engaging in political discussions. To such a length 
was this prohibition carried, that no man durst entertain his friends without a 
written permission from the vizier. His rapacity he gratified by seizing the 
private property and confiscating the estates of Mussulmans and Hindoos, 
without ilistinctiou. and cutting down the salaries of public offices, till they 
were filled only by needy men. ready to act as Ills servile instruments. Nor 
did he confine himself to officials; for all classes and employments were subjected 
to minute and vexatious regulations. His views in regard to ecclesiastical 
matters are evinced by n common saying attributed to him, ‘‘that religion had 
no connection with civil government, but was only the business, or rather the 
amusement of private lift*" 

In 1303, Ala-u-din liaving set out to attack the strong fort of Chittoor, in 
Rnjpootano. Toorghay Klmn. a Mogul chief took advantage of his absence, to 


prepare a new «*x- 
itedition into Hin- 

-W-c H \ , TT 

doostan. He ac¬ 
cordingly entered 
it at the head of 
twelve toman* of 
horse (120,000); 
and, proceeding 
directly toward* 
Delhi, encamped 
on the hanks of 
the Jumna. Ala 
u-din, having been 
made awnre of his 

firm or T*« I'iun nr UaXa tluxi *, t'Kmw*.*—Frca» Toil* .Lr.nali at Kjyarthan , 

intention, had hos- 

tened home by forced marches, and arrived before him He was unable, how¬ 
ever, to take the open field, as great part of his army hud been left lehind. 
All he could do was to entrench himself on n plain beyond the suburbs, 
when? he remained two months; while the Mogul, in possession of the .sur¬ 
rounding country, cut off all supplies, and plundered up to tin* very suburbs of 
the capital From some cause never understood, and therefore ascribed to the 



• Chittoor wm »li» taken by Akbrr (KWTj; by Axim plumit-r*J. amt (ITflOJ, by Sinful, from Blwom SiQgb, 
U«h*uu, auu of Aormi£H>U (1**10). by ubum it was the rcbelllout aubject of the Hou» of Odey|*Kif. 
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miraculous intervention of a saint* the Moguls were oik* night reused with a A.n. not 
panic, ami never linked till they had regained tlieir own country. 

The extreme danger which he thus so singularly escaped. convinced Ala- 
u-din of the necessity of greatly increasing his forces, hut the expense seemed 
beyond his means Large os his treasures und revenues were, he fuund tliat he 
could not support an army on the scale proposed, for more tluin six years 
Retrenchment tlien became the order of the day. and many curious plans were 
devised for tlrnt purpose. His first resolution wns. to lower the pay, but ns. 

:iccoriling to the custom of that |K*riod, the soldiers furnished their own horses, 
unns, and provisions, a reduced pay was impossible, unless these articles also 
were lowered in price. Tills, therefore, was the course which Ala-u-din resolved 
to pursue. By an edict to be strictly enforced throughout the empire, he fixed 
the price of every article of consumption or use, grain of every kind, horses, asses, 
camels, oxen and cows, sheep and goats, cloths coarse and fine, ghee or clarified 
hotter, salt, sugar and sugar-candy, onions, and garlic. The treasury even 
ojwned a loan to furnish merchants with ready money, with which they could 
import manufactured goods from flic cheaper markets of adjoining countries. 

It is said that a court favourite proposed, by way of joke, to fix a price for 
prostitution "Very well,’ said the king, “that shall be fixed also;** and three 
classes, with fixed prices for each, were actually formed. Such Is a sample of 
Ahi-u<Un's scheme of finance. 

About 1301. after a new irruption of Moguls had been chastised, Ein-ool 
Mootk was sent to nuke the conquest of Malwak The rajah met him witli 
40,000 horse and 100.000 foot; but was defeated, and his capital. Oojein. with 
other cities, were taken The DOW* gave so much joy, that the capital was 
illuminated for seven <laya Amid the general rejoicings, there was one poor 
rajah who sat solitary in his prison mourning. This was the Rajah of CUittoor. RiM<4 
Ray Ruttun Sein, who, ever since the capture of his fort, lutd been kept in close n, " l ‘" r 
confinement at Delhi An insulting offer of lil>erty had, indeed, been made 
liim Fie hod a daughter celebrated for her beauty and accomplishment*, and 
Ala-u din was willing to give him his release, provided she would beeome nu 
inmate of his harem. It is said that he consented; }>erhaj*H lit* only seemed to 
consent Be this u it may, he sent for his daughter, but his family tleterminod 
sooner to poison her, than subject her to the degnulution intended The princess 
took the matter into her own hands, and adopted a sclierae which, linppily, 
proved successful in both saving her own honour and procuring her fathers 
freedom. 

Every arrangement having been made for the projxwed exchange, si hi wrote nu-r»j« 
to say that on a certain day she would arrive at Delhi with her attendant*. A 
royal purport was immediately sent her, and her cavalcade, proceeding by slow 
marchm, reached the capital as the evening closed By the king’s special orders 
tlie litters were carried directly into the prison, without being subjected to 
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a ti \m any inspection. Tlie prince wrts. imt tho'e, imil in her stead Severn I trusty 
tlfipemlantH of her family completely mswi who, os ns they were admitted 
within tin- jirison, cut down the aentineK and sel the rajah five. He made his 
escape to the hills, from which he continued tn make frequent descents, and 
avenge hiinaelf on the AluhnNieUiiis for the insults mul sufferings which lie hml 
endured. 

a b» wochj In 1305, the Moguls again, under the leadership of an officer of the mime 

laiMUni J». . r 1 

im**£ or Kiln it Klim crossed the Indus, ami after ravaging Moulton, proceeded to 
Sewdjk, Ghozy Beg Toghlak aware of the route by which they would 

return, placed ijiiDS&lf in ambush near the thunks of the Indus, and rustling out 
suddenly defeated the invaders with great slaughter, Seeing their return cut 
off, the survivors had no alternative hut to return into the desert It was the 
hot season* and, in a short time, out 57 000 cavalry, anil ramp followers who 
outTiumbered them, only 3000 remained alive, Wln-n taken to Delhi. they 
were trodden to death by elephants, and a pillar was raised before the Budaoon 
gate with their skulk Another invasion shortly after having met with no 
hotter success the Moguls were so discouraged, as well us exhausted, that they 
not only desisted for many years from entering Hinder,tap, but found them- 
selves placed nn the defensive, Ghazy Beg Toglikik scarcely allowing a season 
to pass in which lie did not cross to the west brink of the Indus, and plunder 
the provinces <>f Cniiool, Qhiunee, and Kandahar 

er-rwiMfii-r Ala-ii'dsn, now* rid of Jus most fgrintdable enemies, hud time to resume his 
conquests in the Deccan; and with this view despatched Mnllik Knfhor, who 
had heen originally purchased an a slave, with itn army against Ram Dew 
Rajah of Dewghur, who had neglected for three years to pay his nti palsied 
tribute. The unity, when it, set out* mastered 100,000 liorse, and was reinforced 
on the way by the troops 4 if the governors of Mulwah and Gqjenit Mullik 
Kafoer, after em-jnnping on the frontiers of the Deccan, mils so strenuously 
opposed tluit for a time be* made little pregrew, and iuul nothing to pluuic 
himself upon except the capture of a daughter of the benntiful Kowh* Devi 
who, from being the wife of a Hindoo rajah, as til ready mentioned, hud become 
the favourite of the Delhi Imnm The daughter had a similar fate, for hJhj whs 
on the way to heoonte the bride of a rajah when she was captured ; und. uftvr 
winds, on Itritig brought, to Delhi wns married to Khizr Khun, ALon-dinG y.ui 
On ii second expedition u< the Deccan, in 1309 , Muflik Kalbcr proceeded by 
way of Dewghux towards Wisnmgule, a place of great strength. After appearing 
at Indoor, about ninety links north of Hyderabad, anil causing great eonster- 
njiti u among the inhabitant*, win hud never ^een the Mahometans fieferc, he 
sat down tafere Wiinnigofe, which made a valiant defence, but wjas ultimately 
taken by assault. In the following yesy he proceeded atill further south* 
reitebed the MubW coast, mid then, turning inhmd. continued his victorious 
career to the frontiersitf ilysore. Much trt his time wag cmployinl in plundering 
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m temple will the $poxl whieh he bmiighl back b* MM uiwmou* It ra a.ii mo, 

riniims tluit silver Is tut nttUtiunwl storming any p«trf ^ G " 1 ' 3 - t,uWL 

sprits to intve be**n the predou* rnefcat chiefly uaetl at tins time in India, ns mn, 

iirnaJllKtli el" plat®. 


unawi, or piawu , , , * , 

AU-u-dm tod now merited the =»>* »f 1- power. Though be tod teal £•£* 

.™ltv of many mines, fortune had never censed to favour bln..nod In* *™" *■*— 
tries ted steM on every side, till they assumed the magnitude nnil q.leu- 

. . of an empire. The pertol * **&* Itforever, bad ,»* arrived Mnlbk 

Kafoor who prtwwri to utmost confidence. nnd used U for ‘be promotion c. 
his treasonable .tevigns. disgtoWd ite nobles, and spread d.^mten. among he 
1( eo„le Its own health, too. undermined by tataapernnea and Villons mdol- 
LJL gave wav; and Kb foofly, to whose training te had never attend^ 
entimlv neglected him. mid spent their time in revelry His pmapd m . 

Mnllika Jeban. was equally indifferent; and be found himself ... the nmU of 
a palace, glittering with gold and jewels, destitute ..f every domestic com o 
He nu.de Ida complaints to -Mullik Kufo,r, who turned the... to pxe'aoa.onL 
by inanoating that the queen and her sons Kh«r Klmn and S>hudy K . 
together with hi- buffer AM Khan. h.«l entered into a «oupn»y 
Ids life. The brother was accordingly sailed »"d l"* 1 to *■* wlu!e **“ <| L 

and her saw* impriftonod- ^ , . r ,1 - 

During these domestic calamitte, the flames of ms.vrreet.on burnt forth m 

various quartern. Oujeret took the lead... defei* «* *«“* 

it with great slaughter. The Rajpoot* of Cfattoor, rising 1£* the.. Maho¬ 
metan ufeer, hurled them frou, the walls, and resumed them md^eudenre. 
while Hurpal Dew. the soaindaw of Bam Dew. sthre.1 up the Deeatn. ..nd uaa-a 
expelled severed of the Mafernetan garrisons. The thing. made Atea-dm mad 
with r»», mid so increased hia ill.,-, that it took a fatal form, and tw, ■ 
him off in 1316, after a reign of twenty yeans It b doubU.d .1' h« death ™, 
natural, for the subsequent conduct of his worthteas favourite. Mulhk Kafoor. 

tends to confirm the suspicion that poison was employed 

The .lav after the death, Mnllik Kafoor produced a wdl. sanl to te apunowc 

bv Which the lute king gave the rrrewu to Prince Oomor Khan, to JWS* mg*. 

made MulUk regent during his minority. The yonug prence. then ... 

I i m u throne*, while Mullik ummI him m> n 
hh seventh \w, vros pmewl «pCBi uw 1A A . , . 

and f ^,h 1 to mnj out hi* own schema One of hfe“ 

out the eves Of Kl.isr Klmn and Shady Khan, and ... ***** “ 

sultana's eonfinerritot Another aet. emnewtot singular, to he was .... emu,. It 

was to mar* the young king's mother, win. fed ranked m Ak-u-dma thud 

wife. He meant, for additional security, to have put out the eye* of 1 n» 

Moobarik Khan, the son of the second wife of Ak-u-dm. and had even pre- 

readed to the still more atrocious stop of sending a^vuns to murder ton The 

awashled in buying them off; and * lieutenant of the guards, on b™“8 . 
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of i]jo iiLUin) it. proceeded at once with several of I its soldiciu t-< Mullik Rafoor's 
apartment, and pui him, and several of the prmoipat eunuchs iti bis interest, to 
death Prince Monl ^rik Klum mmieduntely iraended the throne, and Prince 
Oomnr who hud occupied it tu'iuiiialh for three months, was deprived of sight 
tint] imprisoned for life 

Mogbarik's reign, which lusted four yetire, b » mere tissue of vices and 
crimes, The officer who haul snved Ms life, and Wn the initio instrument of 
his elevation, was put to dentin merely UxStnae it was said that he presumed 
upon his services. After this most ungrateful net, lie lwgan to show some little 
activity - t and a sending Ein-ool-MooIk, a general of great abilith^,, into 

Gujeniu proceeded in person into the Deccan* and recovered the country of the 
Mabratbin On returning, he stun hit favourite. Mullik Ehosirow, to whom he 
hud given the ensigns of royalty, us fur aa the Urdu bar ooiist Here he remained 
about ii ytijir, mid acquired immune wealth by plunder. I lia ambition being 
thus excited, he prepared to make himself sovereign of the Deccan. With this 
view, be endeavoured to gain .<ver the chief otfieera of his army. He did nut 
succeed' and n formed charge of treason wiv- made against him to the king, who 
whc-. however, so Uiuled in hb favour,, that be punished his oecusers. and trusted 
him still more tiiuii before. 

M<*j batik no soouct found himself in quiet possession of Gujtmt, tlte Deccan, 
ami UKWt | eiiM of Northern India, than Llic little activity which lie had Ugun 
t> * display ceased, and lie gnve himself up to unbounded and diiunelte* excesses. 
Indecencies which cannot be mentioned, we tv his daily immsemeutfc Univencil 
discontent anti dingual were in »v>nJ&jqneJine excited: but the first attempt *>n Ills 

life was made by 
bis favourite, Eliog- 
tw. fie luid been 
repeatedly warned 

that a conspiracy 
was being hutched, 
ami the proof* uf It 
Were so evident, 
tbit it Imd become 
the common udL 
-StilLhis infatuation 
wins continued, mid 
lie vhb not roused 
from it till the eon- 
npirutore were ac¬ 
tually on the stairs 

of the palace He endeavoured to nuikt- hi* escstjm by u private ptiAaagt, but 
Khrismw, whii know of it, intern-pied him and a deadly stniggle Muk [ hire. 
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Moobarik. being the Htrujiger of the two, threw Kkwow cm the ground, but ,i,tj uni 
could not dwentaJigle himself from Ills grasp, os Ids hair was twisted in lib 
enemy's liand 'Hit? other conspirators had thus time to come iij», and Moq- 
kirik's head was severed from his body by it scimitar* 

KI borrow was not allowed long to profit by bis dime, He, indeed, asecnikd o*n mum 
the throne in 132under die title of Nnsir u tlin* but u t. onftjfteratiou nf the 
nubility wim immediately formed against him. It was headed by Gliazy Beg 
Teghkk wIji> liml inquired great renown by hU expedition against the Moguta 
In the kittle which ensued, Khosrow waa defeated, captured. and shin ; and 
Ulmzy Reg Toglihk, with some degree of reluctance, mounted the throne amid 
universal acHarriotiolK 'Hie people saluted him Shah Julian ’'Hie King uf the 
Universe; but he assumed the more modest tide of Gheia^-u-din, *The Aid 
uf Religion.' 

Gheino-n-din Tngid&Jk reigned little more them four year- Hu owed his r.r 
crown to hi* fame as a warrior* and secured it by the better tame of a wise and 
just- ruler The incidents of his reign are few One of the most important uL - 
wits, the siege uf Wnrungote, which had thrown off the Mahometan yoke, and 
resumed its IndtipmdetH’e. Prince Aluf EQum, the king's driest son, conducted 
tin- siege; the Raj all Lnihhir Dew the defence. Both sides greatly exerted 
themselves, and the losses were severe, particularly on the part of the iHjfiflqgere, 
who not only fitilie 1 U make a practicable breach* but, in consequence of the ssopuf 
hut winds and severe weather, were seized with a malignant distemper, which *’““**"’ 
daily swept off hundreds. The survival^, completely dispirited, were anxious 
t-.i re tur n home; and sinister rumours, circulated by the disaffected, caused 
general consternation, under the inHuen.ce of which, a number of dKecre moved 
nil suddenly during the night, with nil i.beir followers. Aluf Khan, thus 
deserted, had do alternative but to raise the siege. In the haste and dis¬ 
order of bis retreat, be whs pursued by the enemy with great slaughter The 
officers who de-jariod suffered equally. One died in u Hindoo prison, unoflSW 
was out off by the Mabrsfctes, and their whole Irnggagc wins captured. One 
uf die rumours which bad been dreuktedL was the death of the king Hie 
authors uf the rumour having becti discovermh were condemned, hi b& buried 
alive, the king jocularly but Istrbflrously remarking. " that a.s they had 
buried him alive in he would bury them alive in earnest. A new 

army having- liem ©otkicted, Aluf Khan renewed the siege of tt'umtigahv 
and obliged it to surrender. The news were celebrated with great rejoicings 
in (.In- new citadel of Delhi* which bad just been iuikhed, and Inal received 
(he name of Toghlakalaui, 

In 132.J Ghciii-H-u din Tcighlftkt after a journey to Bengal to inquire Into tv>i^> 
complaints made against the govemurs in that quarter, readied Afghnnpnor on 
his return, fib sem Aluf Khan, who laid previously arrived with the nobles of 
t-hg court to olibr their ciUigruiuiutbus. bad hastily erected a wooden building 
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<\ a. istrr For Lis iccepdoiL Huns n splendid entertainment had liven given; aijil the king, 
having Ordered hie equips g e v.m in the out of iputting the- building to continue 
Ijlh journey, when the roof suddenly gave way and crushed him, with five of hia 
attendants, in the ruins, The tfiu.se 1ms been variously explained. Host attri¬ 
bute it to accident: some even bu design. Out* author, not .satisfied with either 
explanation. offers one of his own, anti asserts, " that the building luvl been 
mined by magic, and the instant the magical charm which upheld it was dis¬ 
solved, it fell" 

* Aluf Khan, the itite Irinos eldest son succeeded, under the title of Mahomed 

■unpwaili L ° 

ittuipt iiuf Tqghlak. He is ftaid to have been the tnoafc learned, eloquent urul accomplished 

y lLmnni prince of Ills time He was well versed in history, having a memory «o reten- 

T ^iUk. tive ^j iat evGT y or event of which Ueouoe read, remained treasured up in it; 
wrote good poetry; and luid made logic; mathematics. astrpuojfuy, and medicim 
Ilia special study. The philosophy of the Greek school* wn-s well known to him 
With all these literary accomplishment*, he was a skilful and valiant warrior, 
and thus united qualities so apposite that his wntenipoi^k* describe him as one 
of the wonders of the age. They also extol him for his piety, which he evinced 
by n careful observance of the rites enjoined and strict abstinence fhuu drunken- 
iie.ss and other vices forbidden by the Karan. Tins i- the fair side of W* 
character; for it liad also its darker features, lie w;ls stem, cruel, arid vindic¬ 
tive. Ah Perishta expresses it, ** So little did he hesitate to spill tin? blood of 
God - .-I .-.ltures, that when anything occurred which exdted him to that horrid 
extremity, one might have supposed his object was to extinguish the human 
species altogether, 1 ' 

jfejtoj & 13-7 the Mogul*, who hi id ceased their incursions for mimv vears, resumed 

fta- < them; rmd a celebrated hader, called Toormoosb recn Khiui, baionghig to the tribe 
»f t hoghtay made his appe aranc e in Hindoos tan m the head of a vast army. 
Province after province was overrun, and he advanced rapidly towards DeJld. 
Mahomed Toghlklc unaMo to meet him in the field, saved his capital by the 
Mai and liumHhitmg expedient nf buying him off by a ransom m large as to 
he almost equal to the price of his kingdom. The Mogul withdrew by way of 
Unjenst ami Scmde, bui plundered both, and carried off an immense munl^r 
of captives. 

MiDmimr* To compensate fbr wliat Jit had thus lost, Mahomed turned his eves iu the 

fi’rij'll b_' < * 

teviiua Deccan. Uie greater part nf winch lie is unit] to have a* effectiinlly incorporated 
with his damirtbin* ns the vilbges iu the vicinity of Delhi. All these conquests, 
however were destined ?< > Ik- wrested from him iu con^picncv of his grinding 
LixiUmn. cruelty, and inordinate ambition. So heavy were the duties rigorously 
levied on the necessaries of life, that the industrious, having no security that they 
would l«= permitted to reap tli-? frail*, ceaatei to bilwur The former* flying te 
rijc woodo, lived by rapine; and the fields remaining uncultivated, whole pro- 
vincefi were diluted by famine. The currently, too, wm tampered with; and 
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M&howod sintefc a coin, which, lusauee bin lumie was hqptfmstNil uj^n it. 

he ordered to be rrdeiv^l at an extravagant iimigiimry value. Tills idea, he is 
slid by Fcrishtn |i» iitive Ixirroweii **from a 
CliineuW custom "J issuing |ui|*-r on (.he cut’ 
perora credit , with the mynj sett I appended, in 
lien of ready money. He shrewdly lulds;— 

“ The great calamity innaequeat u|hhi this <k- 
bawmenL of the coin, arose from the known in- 
(Stability of the government Public credit could 
not long snlvdst in a state so liable; to re volm Lions u_s H mdiw-itaii; for how oould 
the people in the remote provinces receive for money tin* h.t*e representative ,.f 
a treasury that so often changed itn tiuiA&cr!*'' 

In the midst of the discontent mid ruin produced hy these wretched liituiiciul - 

devices, Mahomed conceived the idea of enriching himself hy the cotiqiK^tt of the win* s 
empire of < ’liitut An :> first step to the realiaitkm of this idea, he despatched ' hLl “ 

Eiis nephew Khoarow MuilLk, nt tlte head of 100,000 horse, to subdue Nepaui, 
and the mountainous regh u on imth sidrs; of the Himalaya, ns far as the Chinese 
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frcsitiers. Tliis done, he was to follow in person, in vain did Ids more Haganmis 
mul faithful ciumseUorrt nvs-iure him that the whole acbemd WAS visionary, lie 
tiad made up Eds mind, and w&h not to be dissuaded. 

111 i i ilje ubven* -ii,i * fisue* (,.f lift j k»hia P the Id hj. Irulj lw i>W| t 51 hi Hcrdtul \ 13ft gtr. 

?u iKm iJ **of tlur AuTut t Hnpnfdl ({if JJiTineinwej’i, A If. IkurlfaWd, —'f tiouuj r * GoitUnf tkt I’Msm 

Mnl iatnc4 To'jhiUt, On tlie ruTme—If? wJiw al»jr, A'uifciH* i»/ ((iWmud. 
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K husrovr Miillik made liie way with great difficulty acrehfe the mountains* 
building forts jis he {nMe^dod, in order tofieeure the mad. On arriving, in 13:17 
m the Chinese boundary with fores fearfully reduced* he found himself in fitmt 
of a numemus army prepared to oppose hht further pregmaa The sight h truck 
tJ»- Indian anuy with dismay., and a precipitate retreat war commenced. Tlao 
L.Jiinrse lulJowed closely, white the mountaineers occupied the t&tw* in the rear 
and plundered the baggage. For seven day* the ImJikm remained in this peril- 
mtA suffering iilJ the Imutoth of famine, At length the min began to 

lull ill torrents. The first effect wm to oblige the Chinese to retire to ti giwiUr 
distance, ami Khosrov liegan to conceive hopes o f making good his retreat Hr 
1KlS * Joa V(h]_ The k«w grounds became inundated, while the mountains 

umtmm-,1 mjpemwM. The result is easily told Tin- whole army mult*! away, 
and scarcely a num returned to relate the particular* 

° Ue uf ***• ki ^ H *tepbaw% who wus called Khooraha-ffp, and bald n guvent- 
orf.tnMW Tntiu m the Deccan. was tempted by the general discontent whkfa prevailed to 
to the throne, and jfi \m openly raised the atamW of revolt He at 
firai gained some advantages, hut was afterwards captured and curried to Delhi, 
where he was fhiyed alive, and then paraded a horrid spactado around the city* 

tfie executiimm-^irig before and predaiming aland. « thus shall all traitors to 
their king perish." 


HniHrt-W.il. 
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Ixf ;ri this rebellion was oppressed, the Jong had taken the field in perwm 
tmri fixed his Lend-quartets at iJowglmr. Its ait nation and strength so pleased 
him that he determined to make it his capital. Jlis resulutiun once announced 
wm il,H ; xJ|,ltl "'4 '^d t ,rs were forthwith issued that Delhi should be evacuated 
an i all its inhabitant men, women,and children* with all their property, 4auld 
1 nigraEe to Uewghur, the name of which Wua changed to DowUtahui The 
nbondonment of Delhi, which was styled, in the hy^i-boW style of the Etet* 

■■ rhe Envy of the World, was productive of great misery nod dise mteut and 
Mahomed began to ted that the change «f capital was an exploit which even all 
h.« energy and despotism could hardly accomplish. Having l^o kd m the 
remrse of an expedition to the proximity of the old capital, tboie of hi* army 
Who originally belonged to it, were wsfcal with such a longing to return, that 
they deserted in great nutnbere and took refuge in the wawli. determined to 
remain till the rest of the army should have left Thy munl^w nf the treups 
™ burned by this desertion, that the king had no alternative hut to fix 
Ins residence at Delhi, and thus lure the desertere back Hi* original purpose 
however, was not abandoned ; an,] at the end of two year* he carried off the 
whole nf the Inhabitant* a second tune to the Deccan* leaving the noble metro- 
\«>hs ul Delhi n IW fir owls, and a d welling-ph** for the \*m\x of the desert" 
fktore he left he 11 m guilty of i*arbnrife which *re almost incredible. On one ' 
u<wmion.]mvmg set out witIt an immense hunting party, on driving at the 
district of Bek ram. he made the startling announcement that ho hud tome to 
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hunt not beast* but men, and bvguti to massacre the inhabitant's. He completed *.feiau 
lIk 1 btirlwvrit v by carrying hock hoiii+j thousands of the heads of the tin in to 
Delhi, and kinging them ovw the city walla. 

These atrocities were more them human nature could endure, ami rebellion, 
on a greater or less schJo. broke out in every quartet*—in th'iignl, on the Malabar t«» 
tviftHt, and even in the new capital, Dowletabad. These two butt rebellions 
fioem to have somewhat cooled the king* paitudity for tin- Deccan; ami free 
[H'niiisnorj given to those whom he had forced to migrate, to return to 
Delhi Thousands made the attempt: but n general famine was then raging, 
and while many perished by the way, many man? readied their l*lflved 1 'eJlii, 
only to die in it The most formidable insurrection of -ill broke out in the 
south It was the result of a confederacy formal for the express purpose of 
extirpating the Mahometans from the Decern. The principal leaders were 
Krialm Xkg. hua of Luddur Dew, who lived near Wwmgole. and Behd Dew 
Rajah of the Carnatic So extensive and so successful was, the oonfhdemcy; 
tliLit, in a skirt! time, Dowlctabod wm the only place within the Deccan which 
riio Midjornetatis could twl! iheir own. Ultimately, however, a considerable 
portion of the lost territory was recovered, and the whole Deccan was divided, 
ii-v In Tore Into four Mahometan provinces. Though scarcely a month now passed 
without a revolt, and everything seemed ripe for a general revolution, Mahomed 
Toghluk kept his throne, and at last descended to the grave by a death which 
way not violet it., and yet cannot well Ixj called natuml. He laid ordered a large 
number of boats to be collected at Tatta, and proceeded tluther aerwn the Indus, 
to chastise the Somanra Prince of Srinde, who had given protection to Mullik 
Toghan, when heading a formidable revolt of Mogul merevnnrks in Oujemt 
When within sixty miles of Tat to,, he was seized with fever, attributed by his 
physicians to a surfeit of fish. The symptoms were favourable, hut his restless 
spirit would not allow him to remain to complete bin recovery, and a fatal relapse 
ensued. Hit death took place in 13»1. after a reign of twenty-seven yearn 

After n abort struggle, in which a reputed sou of the late king, -i mere child, h***;* r 
was put forward and immodiaiely set aside. libs cumdn Feroxe, known by the 
title of Fvroze Toghluk* mounted the throng Considering the troubled shite 
4 if the country, two of the most remarkabh: facts of his reign are. Its length of 
thirty-eight years, and its termination, by n peaceful death, at the age of ninety. 

The empire of Delhi, however, waft evidently in a rapid state of decline 1 bo 
Deccan could hardly in’ said to he UlOTrpMnated with it; and Bengal wm a> 
completely di.saevvned, that in 1356 Feroze consented to receive an ambos&idor 
from its king, with proposals of jnuice; and thus virtually, if not formally, 
acknowledged it as an independent kingdom. Both Bengal and the Deccan, 
however, still continued to pay ti utudl tribute Though Fcroze does not figure 
as a warrior, he obtained a high mime for wine legislation, and a large number 
of public works, in which, while magnificence w» not forgotten, utility was 
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$peciii!Ly consulted. One of these works, in which 30.00(1 labourers wnv 
employed. was u (final, intended 0 * wnm , ct the Soorsooty or Soorsa, a small 
tributary of the Sutlej, witli :i small stream, called the Snlimn or Klloopoor. 
Mini thereby nblnm a pvo-uniid .dream to flow through Sirkind nodi Munmns 
poor The canal, if ever complete^ no longer exiete; but U deserve* notice for 
t]ie remarkable fact, that in the digging of it, ftbooi five centuries ago, fossil 
remains of a gigantic sixe were discovered and attract*.**] much attention. It l*. 
not easy to .say t « 1 what animals they belonged; but Ferishtu, adopting the 
opinion which appears to have been formed at Lhti Lime of the discovery* says 
they were the hone* of elephants and men; and suMs, "the licnes oi the human 
fore arm measurciJ three gaz -1 feet 2 inches.; some of the hones were petrified, 
nml some retained the appearance of Win' ” 

Among the other winks id’ Feroze an- i nuroemtecl—10 maples, 3fi eoU&ges, 
20 [«lNi-t-s, 100 hikspitals, 100 caravonsarieS, 100 public hatha 1-50 bridges, 
f>0 dams across rivers, and 30 reservoirs nr lakes for irrigation lie ap]KE*ra to 
have been sufficiently ecaisdous of his good deeds*; and rather pbaifaiind!y amsed 
some of tli -'eh tn be inscribed on the mo.* pin «*f Fvremliad, u city which he had 
built in the vicinity of Delhi. Tim following may lie taken as a sample 1 
—"It has been usual in former time* to spill Mahometan Mood cm trivial 
occasions. mid. for small crime* to mutilute and torture 1 hem, tjy cutting oil’ 
the bm 11 Is ami feet, and noses and cam, by putting out. eyes, by pulverizing Liu? 
Iwnes of the living criminal with mullets, by burning the body with fire, by 
H-niciiLviun, and by nailing the ha mis and feet, by flaying alive, by the operation 
of tmmstringcig, and by cutting liuEinui beings to pieces God, in his Infinite 
goodness, having been pleased to colder Oil me the power, haa also inspired mo 
with the disposition to put an end to lln*e practices/' 

Gheiiis-u-din. whom his gnuidfnther Feroze had associated with him in the 
gocenmientw year before he died. now became sole sovereigna, but proved utT-i ly 
unworthy of reigning, and within six months waa as*urinated A contest 
fur the succession took place between Ahubekr. a grandson, and Mahomed a 
wjii nf tile late FeroKc The former had lieeu plated on the throne by the 
iiraa&iiiis of CHicias-u-dm: hut 111 the course of eighteen months the latter 
displaced him, and assumed the title of Nasir-u-clfo Mahomed Toghlaic EU» 
1 lied in 1391, after n reign of sex years and seven months, entirely barren of 
gnait events, and fruit fid only in intesl icm dissenyioris; and was succeed**] by his 
son hlixujiaYOOEJ, who assumed the mime of Sikumlur, and did sudiknly, in 
the course of forty-five days. These constant change* threw everything inki 
disorder, and 0 kind of anarchy ensued; each chief who thought himself strong 
eamigb making no scruple of throwing off his allegiance, find declaring binwelf 
independent. In Delhi alone there were two [unrties, each with n Hepflttib- king, 
the one occupying Delhi proper, and the other Feroznhnd. A third putty, occu¬ 
pying the uitadid, professed neutrality. hut tins only meant that they were 
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endeavouring to hold the balance, with the view L,f ukimntely selling them- AD 
selves to {.lie most advantage Civil war thus ntged in tin? very heart of the 
eitv ami the streets freipiftiilly ran with bbotL 

During this eon fusion, intelligence arrival, hi 1390, that Prince Peer M ^ -a 
homed Jehangir. grandson of the celebrated Tinmnr nr Tamerlane, had crossed 
tin? Indus by o bridge of bout*, mid laid siiige to OocIl The governor nt Mool- 
tjin was preparing for the relief of it when Peer Mahomed, nut tinp.L ling his 
movements, urrivftl. just in time to surprise the Mnoltfinics immediately ntier 
i in v had crossed the Bens. Their show of r^dstence was uadesfl; and must of 
thote sriio i^scaped the sword perished in the river A few made good their 
retreat to Monitor but the victor wan dose at their hesia, nud the governor. 

Sarong Khnn, had barely time to retire into the fort Alter a aiege of si* 
months, want of provisions obliged him to surrender nt discretion. 1 he pra- 
uf such an enemy as Peer Mahomed Jeluingir was :i dire cakuuty. Uow 
fearfully nittsl the cuhimity Imve bean inereafied when he proved to Itfi only lb L 
forerunner of grandfather. Tha event is of sufficient importance to demand 
a new chapter. 
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1 TugJilstiiW win braa! .liter in Imiarlw. tin M*taj tin tiie md*, mur, ■n'l niopsw^H* rtilti* nF 
Kmpm-ur Ghfl^ m-Uin T^lil-k, whu tlLc L *,<>. 132a. iu mdl* * e '^ H-I<nrraii«it. iUU 

A Srw uiiitfnilifo hub cwitain is|9 in pPMUit Mtmt ilw wa^eUtr*. 
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IMOIi r R r or Thnotir Beg. usually called by die Asiatics Amttcr 
Teimoor, mid by Europeans Tamerlane or Tamerlan, evidently 
a corruption for Timour Lang, nr Lame Timuur, mi epithet 
applied to him on account of a certain degree of lameness, was 
bora about 133ti. ill a village in the vicinity of SnmiircaiuL 
According to some, lie was only the won of a herdsman; but t* mure probahl- 
account is. that lie was the son or gmndsfl© of a Tartar or Mogul chief He 
himself traced bia descant from Ghenglds Kb am On the downfall of the Mogul 
dym4y of D^baggatni, be manage 1 tr- obtain the supremacy, and made 
fvtmure&nd Ids eapimJL Possessing the ambition its well as the talents of a 
conqueror. be hud overrun Persia, arid extended bis dominions over Cent nil Asia. 


from da- wall of Chinn Tfrest to die fhmtkrep of Europe ami even beyond, to 
Moscow He was not yet satisfied; ami in 1398. when hb age rntmt have 
exceeded sixty, lit: made bis appearance on the west bank of the Indux nt the 
bead of a mighty hast Tim eonvnlsed state of the country pnouilHing an easy 
conquest and the immense plunder which would necessarily follow were his 
great inducements. His grandson bad, as we have seen ts.cn sent before, 


ap| m really to feci the way. He himself how crossed tin- river, and commenced 
a course of abrupt unparalleled massacre and devastation, Having nrrivird at 
the junction of the Chen ah nml Kavee, where the town imd strong fort of 
Tull mi ha are situated, he crossed bye bridge; and, mitering the town, plun¬ 
dered it, and slaughtered the inhabitants without uteity. The fort w«i loo 
strong te ha taken by assault He therefore left h, and proceeded to a town 
railed Shahnowaz, where, finding mom grain than his own troops reamretb he 
caused the rest to be burned* On ttmag the Beaa, he enteral il riiJi and plen¬ 
tiful ci inn try. Menu while. Ids grandson, Peer Mahomed Jehnngir, had met with 
more obstruction After taking Mooltan* the rainy season commenced aud so 
luiuiv of the amdiy encamped in the npn country were destroyed that lit? 
under the rusce^ity of lodging bis whole army within die walla iTeru ho 
liecanie so completely hemmed in ami cut. off from Huppln^ rli.it he w;i.^ hi tin: 
greatest danger if losing his whole unity, when Tamer]one, after sending forward 
a ■ hjtachmcnt of 30,000 sdeet hurst', joined, liiiu wit Si his whole imtiv. 
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Taincrhi: if HOW iiinrched l> » Hhatiicer, which waa crowded with people Hying a.» uk 
iii tvrn.hr frooi the surrounding districts. Dn big :< j>]>Ti>;n..h half uf them were 
driven nut uf the town, and obliged, to take shelter under the walla. After a 
short resistance from the governor, he forced his entrance and committed go 
many cruelties tJuit the garrison, seeing the fate winch awaited them, killed 
their wives and children in Jeriimir, sset flr*^ to the place, ami, rushing out, sold 
their lives ns dearly as they could. hy killing some thousands ol the Moguls, 

Tenner lane, in revenge, hud Bh&tneer in ashes, after causing every soul in it 
to be uiusKaered StiorHwfcy, Fatteimbmh BajpOOf. and other towns, were sub¬ 
jected to suuilar barbarities, These, however, were merely prelude to a inure 
general octermlnatioL! 

Till u i,-rl i i ne s g cen 1 ■■ ■ ■ j ■ • Delhi, tow ards w hich lie kept steadily ad vftocing. 

Having at length advanced opposite to it, be eroesed, the river with only TOO 
bursty to reconnoitre, Mafimbod Toghhik, then the pageant King of Delhi, and 
his uiiiiLtor. MuUno Yeklial Klian, tempted by the smallness of his attendant* 
sallied out with 5000 horse, and twenty-seven elephattte NotwiLlntanditig their 
uoperiorUy in numbers, the Delhi fcroopa were repulsed A vast nuuri cr vt 
prisoners were in the Mogul comp, and Som® ®f them, ou seeing Fom 
attacked at a disadvantage, could not refrain from expressing their joy. The 
rimanuhthm being reported to this cruel barbarian. he took his revenge by order¬ 
ing that all the prisoner above the age of fifteen should bo put to tfi« (Word 
le this horrid massacre, nearly 100,000 men, it all ESndooe, are mid te 
have perished 

Having now forded the river with his whole army, Tamerlane encamped 
on the plain of Feroaabnd. The King of Delhi and bis minister again risked 
the encounter, but with the same result as before. The elephants, on which 
they mainly trusted being, at the first charge, deprived of meet of their 
driven, turned back, and spread oonftaiau in their own rank* Tiunerhmo gave 
m time to tolly; and. fid In whig the fugitives up to the very gates of Delhi, 
there fixed his head quartern Consternatiou now spread over the city; ft»d the 
king, instead uf attempting te allay H thought only of his own mfoh’. and 
tied m the direction of Gujernt All idea of icrislruive beii^ abandoned, lIlc 
chief met. of the city, crowding to die camp, mode their submission and huisur- 
hxm wii funnily primmed emperor. A heavy contribution Imvmg V^n 
ordered, some difficulty m found b levying it On this pretext, a body ** 
soldiers were lent into the city, and Immediately wun&ted un imlisureinmate 
plunder. It had coutiuund for five days before Tamerlane was even aware of it 
He had remain.-d Ptttejfc in dm camp te .vld.rute a fiH M m honour of lu» 

victory, and the first intimation uf tf* pr.-lings in Mu was hm when 

he saw it In &u&»; for the M 5fl despair, had pwW#i their wives and 
children set tire to their house* and then rushed mu to perish by the nword 
A general masaere ensued, and some street, became m&sM* frm heq* " l 
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dead Tiie amoiuit of plunder waa bayoud enJcuktkax Tamerlane remained 
nt D$Ihi fifteen days, and then commenced his return home, carrying with him 
as part of hi* own share of the wj>oil, 120 elephants. twelve rhinoceroses, and a 
number at curious animals belonging to u njejm^rii" which F ttn^ 
rcglJuk liftil farmed. tie is itLia spud to 1 1 live lieen so much struck with udmi- 
nttioit ait the m-oipie winch that monarch had built, and on the walk of whirl i 
ho iiad inscribed the khstoay of his reign, that he bxik liack the architects and 
masons to iSaniartsstud to build one on n similar plan, 

He first halted at Paniput, and sent a detachment to 1 n-Hu-ge M eerut Tin* 
garrison, confiding in. its strength, ridiculed file very idea of capture, and insult* 
ingh r r eminded t he officer of the defeat which another Mogul general hail sua- 
udneil before it The officer, without attempting anything. returned to Tamer 
Ijukv who forth wit! i appeared in person, uml commenced rmuiiug mines with 
Kuch rapidity that hi* ultimate tinhorn Was certain. The process however, 
seemed too slow to hi* Moguk who, having filled up the ditok applh-,1 i!;. Li 
-scolihg-liMlderB and gntppliug-Uuiu to the walk, carrk i tho plm.v by iLstwilt, und 
puf every s#>ul within it to the sword. The uiinw employed by Tamerlane 
in this and many other sieges were not Intended to be tilled with gunpowder, 
lxs 111 rodent warfare, but merely te asp the foundation* of the walk, wkldi, 
ivhil- the process was being carried on, were supported hy wooden frame* 
When the process was finish rd, the wooden frames were set on fire, and the 
wulL\ thus left without support necessarily turn hied In this instance tie: 
Mngni eoni piero r . to wreak his vengeance more effectually, completed his 
itiines the place hod been taken without them, and thus entirely destroyed 
it* de fences. 

In continuing hipsraareh. Tumerkme skirted the mountains of Sewalik, crossed 
die Ganges, imd kid. waste the whole country with fire imd sword nlung its 
ImuiUs up to the [joint win re it bure& from its rocky gorgea He niter 
re passed the river, and ultimately reached Samscrcand by way of Cnl^ooL 
Ik fore he [eft, h f iukktir chief, taking :ulvantage of bis absence, gr>t j 
'3 leliore, find refbsed to acknowledge lbs authority. He therefore sent-a dr 
tochineut uga inst that city, which fell i it » lew day* W1 1 Ue he halted at Ja m .k 
K hizr Khan, who Imd submitted tet liim and became a favourite, wjw np|minted 
by hira viceroy of Moo]mu, Lihore. nnrl Depajpoor 

For two months after TumerWh departure, tee.llh was a prey to umireliv, 
an.] wap at the same time ravaged by ptirtSkuo* and famiim After a series of 
- rru-dcs. Mdtoo Vekktl Khun. tin- old Mahometan fizSerigafeed 
the iwcendeuoy, and aomethrag ^ regular government was re-eatnblkhed 
Thb return to order induced many of the iukihitants who Imd tied tereturn; 
mu I the City, which \m\ recently been a Rinoking min, begun to recover. In 
uildiiam ton toll district nround Hie city, Mulloo Tekkd ohtidned (mnos 
- tlle D >llK nr ^ trJU t l J% betweeu thv Jumm mt \ Ganges 'IT.k was now 
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all tbit remained nf what bad recently lwt:n n great empire All the other vn mi 
provinces were seised h y the governors, wbu continued to bold them in their 
i^vn i larat'H jis independent kingdoms. 

Mnllnik Yekbal Khan wjih tint contented tbit Delhi should be thus shorn of 1 ' 
its (mjattiets. He Added oon-nittoblv to its territory by successful attacks on 
rieighlwuring governor*; mol made nf&UJS to assume nil appearance so promising 
that the ex-king, Mnhmood Toghlak. who had found ms atrium first at Qujersk 
nr, A then nt Mu livedi ww iiiducotl by libs mvitatiory to return in 140L Mu!loo 
YnkhaJ, however, stilt continued to retain the sovereign power in his own hands; 
and Mulimood, fooling itt nt ease, was provided lor by being pul in jx-ssesaton 
of Cimciugt*. Jfufioo Y L -klKiLl having thus got quit of hiui. iippeara soon to have 
forgotten all tin- deference which lit- used to show him; for, in IWk idler a 
victory which filled him with ambitious longings, he did not It imitate to lead 
an annv against Ms old rwvere-igii- Maktuood shut himself up b OntuiigB; and 
Million, u liable to red lire it, mused the siege. He shortly <dter turned his aims 
against Kbiisr Khan. but Ids good fortune forsook him, and he w&a Jdeated and 
slain in 1401 

On tills event, the officer who bid been loll in Delhi gAVB an invitation a sunj 

. .. ■ | Mil* KlDri i 

to Muhmrmd Tuglikk, wlu>, Inuring CmiOtige, came with a small retinue, and Hiiur 
was re-seated on his throne Mahmoud had neither the sense nor oourage 
neoe€&i\rv to mcuivtoin his positions; and after various vicissitude, shut liinuell 
up m 1 erozabad, where he m besieged by Kbizr Kiuui.who wa*, however,obliged 
to mb® tin' siege from want of forage and provision-. The release wan only 
temporary, for having obtained supplies, he Immediately returnsl Ah iOi V, hilo, 
Mahmoud bad removed to Shy, the old dm del of Delhi A similar cause 
obliged Khiir Khan to retire e; but the deliverance proved aa fatal to 

Mohmood as the capture of the citadel would have been. Die transition from 
fii;ir to joy, and im hum lend.- exertion during a hunting excursion. brought on a 
fever, of wh|< odin 14LS With him ended toe mcc of Toorks. tl%e adn;rfwI 

slaves of Sultan Slmhab u-diu Ghoory His inglorious and disastrous reign liad 
bisk*!, with interruption, twenty yearn Tim nobles immediately placed an 
Afghan, of the mime ofUnwliifc Khan Lody, on the throne- He held it nominally 
for fifteen months, and was then deposed by Khisr Khan, in 141 if 

Khizr Khan had gained the favour of Tamerlane, And hem Appointed, as 
already optioned. governor of Lahore, Mod ton, and Depalpoor. Hence, j^i. 
though on the ^position of Dowlut Khan My, he assumed the reins of 
government at Delhi, he rafted to appropriate *$*1 litks, ntfortiug to regard 
htuurtlf ns only the deputy nt’Tamc-iW. in wUtMS «B# u11,1,1 

(he Khootba was read. Even after Tam«Ws death, the name [«% induce l 
Khlacr Khun to «knidi.Ig*> sIU a SUE 111 his succtssor, Shnhrokh M im i 
ami even send tribute occasimiiilly to Sinus round His reign or regency. \*\uc\* 

™ terminated l>v his death in 1421. after it had tested little more than seven 

„ . ' 13 
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years, presents few important events; but bis conduct contrasts favourably with 
that of lus predecessors, and the uibabitauts of Delhi showed their resj^i fur 
Ids memory by wearing blank, their garb of mourning, during three ibiya 

Moobarik. Khizr Khan’s eldest sou, succeeded him, in virtue of u nomination 
bv his father, when he felt his end approaching. His first military oja-nitions 
were carried on in the Punjab, where be succeeded, but not without difiiculty, 
in suppressing a serious insurrection. The rebel, Jusmt Gukkur, though 
repeatedly defeated, managed always to escape, and to appear unexpectedly in 
some other quarter an strong as ever. He even succeeded in creating a diversion 
in his favour by forming an alliance with Ameer Sheikh Ally, a Mogul chief in 
the service of Shalirokh Mirza. governor of Cabool, and inducing him to make an 
incursion into Scinde, The King of Mulwali, taking advantage of these disturb¬ 
ances, invested Gwalior, in tire hope of adding it to his dominions, Moobarik'a 
attention was tlius fully occupied; and his whole reign of thirteen years fur¬ 
nishes nothing more important than a succession of revolt*. His teru|>er. said to 
have been so equable that he never spoke in anger during his life, was probably 
ill fitted for the times in which la* lived. A conspiracy, in which some of his own 
family were implicated, was foraanl against him. and lie was l*asely assassinated 
in the new* city of Delhi, w bile at worship in a mosque. 

Prince Mahomed, Mooliarik’s son. though not one of the actual jieqjet ro¬ 
tors of his father's murder, was perfectly cognizant of it, and endeavoured to 
turn it to account by immediately mounting the throne. His first act was to 
proclaim his own sliame and guilt, by rewarding the conspirators. The appoint- 
inentof the ringleader, Survur-ool-Moolk, to the ofiice of vizier. produced general 
indignation; and a confederacy was formed, which soon broke out into open rvbtd- 
■ lion. Tlie malcontents marched at once upon Delhi; and Mahomed, seeing that 
his vizier was chiefly aimed ut, thouglit he might wive himself by almmloning 
him to his late. The vizier, however, was too crafty to la* thus caught; and no 
sooner learned that the king was in communication with his enemies, tluui he 
formed a Kind of ■nmwmin anil broke into the palace in onler to murder liis 
master. He, too. had been put on his guunl and liud laid a trap for the vizier, 
who fell into it and was cut to pieces. 

Mahomed, now apjxircntlvon good terms with the confederate* who had laid 
siege to Delhi, tiiought himself safe; and, throwing off nil restraint, spent his time 
in sensual indulgence. The a dministr ation of affaire, thus neglected, fell into 
disorder; discontent prevailed. and an insurrection broke out in Mooltan among 
the Afghans. Bheilole Lody, who had |>liu**d himself at tlieir head, had previ¬ 
ously usurped the government of Sirhind. and now made himself master of 
Lahore, Dejmlpoor, and all the country as far south as Poniput Bheilole, unable 
to cope with the royal army which wits sent against him was driven into the 
hills, and. abandoning open force, determined to try the effect of intrigue. This 
he managed so dexterously that the king, on his suggestion, put one of his 
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nltl«st ntid most faitliful servants to death; and then, in order to suppress the a p m*. 
disturbances which this imbecile and iniquitous act had produced, had recourse 
to Bheilole for assistance. The crafty Afghan at once obeyed the summons, 
junl marched to Delhi with 20.000 horsemen arrayed in armour. Though 
this reinforcement mode the royal army superior to that of the insurgents, 
he refused to take the held, and, like a coward, shut himself up in his palaee. 

'flit* brunt of the action which ensued fell upon Bheilole. who acquitted him¬ 
self manfully; and, in consequence, nse into such favour that Mahomed adopted 
him its his son. Matters seemed now rife for the execution "f the schemes 
which Bheilole had all along contemplated. lie accordingly strengthened hi.-' 
army by numerous Isslies of Afghans, and. throwing off the mask, marched 
upon Delhi. The siege which lie commenced proved more formidable than he 
hud antieijiated. and he determined to wait a little longer. Meantime the 
weak and dissolute Mahomed was permitted, notwithstanding his crime of 
jrirricide. b* die a natural death, in 1415, after a reign of twelve yearn 

Ala-u-din. Mahomed's son. mounted the throne, and immediately received 
the homage of all the chiefs except Bheilole, who was probably not unwilling to 
provoke a content in which he felt confident that he would prove the victor. 

Alaudin was too powerless or too mean-spirited to resent the insult, and soon 
fell into general contempt the people not hesitating to say openly tlrnt he was a 
weaker nun than his father. The kingdom of Delhi now possessed scarcely a 
shadow of its former greatness; for the whole that could be considered as pro¬ 
perly belonging to it was the city of Delhi and a small tract in its vicinity. All 
the rest of Hindoostiui was broken up into M fMirnte principalities. 1 he Deccan. 

(iujemt Malwah. Jounp.».r, and Bengal had each its independent king; while ^ 
all the other territories, though nominally subordinate to Delhi were in the *„**,«,. 
hands of chiefs equally independent At the head of these waa as has been 
already Keen. Bheilole Laly, whose designs on the capital had t*en repeatedly 
declared by overt acts, and were only jKietponed to a titling opportunity. Tins 
"ppnrtuuitv Siam arrived. 

Ah, u .iin had eariy taken n great fancy for Bu.laoon, where In- had spent 
some time in building pleeaure-lioa.ee and laying out gardens. He thought that a.u.... 
its air agreed better with Ilia health than Dell,!, and wished ..,ke it h» resi¬ 

dence The remonstrances of h» vizier. who showed him tin- .longer, d.aaua.ie.1 
him for a time; but crafty courtiers, liaving succeeded in bringing the tuner 
into disgrace, he immediately proceeded U. foUow out Ida own wishes, regardless 
of the is .listspiencrs and aet off to enjoy himself at Buda.am, having a deputy to 
net for him at Delhi. The vizier, though disgrnred, waa s(dl alive. The very 
ll,ought made him uneasy; and some of Ida counsellors, taking advantage of Un¬ 
feeling. i*rsuaded him tiiat Ilia best polity would lie hi take the vuuer a life. 

The order to that effect waa accordingly given; hut the vizier was put on Ins 
guard, and made his mwpe to Delhi, where he had influence enough to obtain 
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A 011-1 |**wo®uoii "f nil the royal effects. The king was urged to hasten hack to his 
capital and strike a decisive blow, but he only nuide frivolous excuses for delay 
Min- day it was the weather, wliich made it disagreeable to travel; another day 
it was the stars, which pronounced it unlucky. Tiie vizier made better use of 
the time, and invited Bheilole L<xly to assume the government Bheilole set 
out at once, but gave a new specimen of his Afghan craft by writing to Ala-u- 
din tliut his only object in going was to cx}x*l the vizier. This was too much 
even for the imbecile monarch to believe; and he voluntarily took the step to 
wliich he saw he would soon be forced, by formally abdicating tin? throne in 
Bheilole s favour, on condition of being permitted to reside quietly at Buduoon. 
Here tin- remainder of his life, extending to nearly twenty-eight years, was 
spent. He lutd previously reigned seven yearn at Delhi 

Bheilole, the founder of the Lodv Afgiuui dynasty, began his reign in 1450. 
The circumstances of his birth were extraordinary, and being interpreted to 
jHirtend his future greatness, very prulsibly contributed to realize it Before he 
was boro his mother was killed by the fall of her house. Her husband. Mullik 
Kaly, governor of a district in Sirhind, immediately ordered her laxly to be 
opened, and. strange to say. the life of the inlknt was saved His uncle* Mullik 
Sultan, who had been appointed governor of Sirliind with the title of Islam 
Khan, rewarded his valour by giving him his daughter in marriage, and making 
him his heir, to the exclusion of his own full-grown son* lslmu Khan had 
usually retained 12,000 Afghans, mostly of his own tribe, in Ills service. The 
greater part of these joints! Bheilole. The King of Delhi had his suspicion* 
roused as to the ultimate objects of the Afghans; and. by inducing Jusrut 
(iukkur to take the field against them, drove them to the hills. Here Bheilole 
headed them, made many predatory incursions, and. by the liberality with 
which be divided the spoil, attnicted great numbers to his standard The vizier. 
Hlssam Klein, whom the king sent against him, was signally defeated Tin? 
result, as has been already related was that Bheilole found means to ingratiate 
himself with the king, was adopted as his son, ami at last succeeded in displac¬ 
ing Monbarik. who retired into private life, and went to reside, despised or 
forgotten, at his favourite residence of Budnnou. 

After Bheilole succeeded, lie continued for u time to treat the vizier, to 
w hom he was mainly indebted for his elevation, writh great respect; but after¬ 
wards thinking lie presumed too much on what he had done, be chums! some of 
ln> servants to seize him The vizier. though not aware of the offence which In* 
}uu] ^ ven - nothing but death; but Bheilole told him that* in gratitude 

for part services, he had a security for his life; the only thing necessity now was, 
that lie should cease to interims Idle with pubUc aflaiiH. and spend the rest of 

iTa^uu" ** “ fe ,n n?t,reinv,lt 1,1 ,4 * 51 - during an absence of Bheilole In Mod tan a for- 
tiiidable insurrection broke out, headed by Mahmood Shah Shurkv. King of 
Joonppor, who advanced with a large army, and laid siege to Delhi* Blieilole 
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returned with precipitation: nod. by putting down the rebellion, pinced his ad.i®. 
y.nwvr tm n firmer Wsis thou before 

The kingdom uf Delhi, contracted in extent jls h then wjls im«U not wntisfy ?«n 
r i ,. :iuuut si'ii 116' BheOob, who 1 ia sooner found himself firmly ^leii titan he 
began to think of new ctiHipie&ta. Ho wm not very successful; tor Iso was 
obliged to make a treaty whmli bound him to limit his posssessaon to the terri¬ 
tories wJiirb lull belonged to Delhi ih the time of Mooburik. Hi* nH^i fc ntud - 
Lsbto aitiiiiis were the different memlierg of the Shurky finally. Among them. 
FLootisom Shalt Shurky took the leach At one time be advanced Bgainfit Delhi 
with 100,000 horse and HHMi elephants; at another lie obliged him Umuifee a 
treaty, hy which he r&nipiiahfiil all right to any territory eust of the Ganges 
Ultimutelv, however, Bheitole gained many decided ml vantages, tEint ft great 
part of the Slmrky territory was incorporated with his (Hint 

Bluulole when he motmted the throne, had a family of nine w>na As he 

1 IILJ 

advanced in years, mid felt the mrat of govenwnml weighing heavily upon him, 
be adopted the very injudicious OMS of partitioning his territory among inirilivis 
them In tills way the amalgamation uf die eonnuests, which had been tfie 
great object of Ida life, win oonip letri y t rust rated. Shortly after making fJii- 
arrangement be was seiaed with illness, nnd died in 146S. after a reign of nearly 


thirty-nine years. 

He hud previously declared that Ins -on Nizam Khan to wham lie had allotted 
Delhi and «W districts in the Doab, s houl d lie his successor. He was ifcot the 
lawful heir; for the eldest son of Bhdlble, though d«ul had left a son. who* 
title, ftceotdiug to the ordinary rules of succession, was certainly preferable. 
Nizam Khan owed tlsk preference to the influence of his mother, the daughter 

a goldsmith, whose beauty bid given her the lirit place iu the harem. After 
n abort o.mtttt, all opposition to the appointment ceased, ami ho wannaed tlm 
title of Siknmhir. His reign, which lasted twenty -eight JB«* pemM* 
at least compared with that of hi* predec^om ; and he is tombed as remark- 
able alike for the comeliness of his person and the excellence of hh d m renter 
1 (l jrurc'nd ii - ndtinnintered martially. but some T&wrUMe instance* 

„f Cl eam ™ have Wft a »Wi. on bU ... On* rf ib.s, .1,b. 


recorded 

About mm. n Brahmin of the name of Boodlmn, an inhabit*** of a village »*«*<-* 
iii-nr Lucknow, being upbraided hy wn» Maljoiinteus "n wmtiL oi hi* fiiitli, 

.Winded himself hy iMitttaming "that the religions Mh of the Moslri.i* and " " 

LI in-loos, if noted on with sincerity, wore wpmil y Idf to God Ho jyguwl 

the point so ingeniously that ren*idcm].k irMiumi wan ,*.4 tod. and the tttigftk 
wirn publicly dWltsed before the C&:i* of Lucknow, These judges did nr* 
agree in their conclusion; and the governor. ** the best way ,-f settling the 
Matter -unt the Brahmin and all tlio other partis r,« Sutulaihl, where tin toitrt 
then hlippened U be. The king, who was well Informed on religious ****** 
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ai>. mo ' ,VJL - o TWrng thorn di&Miased, ordered the mart learned of bix subject* 
to ttsembb and debate with tlie Errfimin At the very outset of the prcaeed- 
i | |o' there was Llnm n aiiLHtds'&blij wuut of fhirntoi^ ns the Brahmin was gtt&nji- 
ptted, w hih" tio fewer tlian niue of the iildc^L ibLhomet&ii doctors wiTt turn veil 
against liiiiL ! he result wu* tlutl the chosen nine found tEit^ jilhoIv<^s jMjrfettlv 

in the right. and the Brahmin altogether in 
tfn 1 wrung, As it nutund consequence, they 
wen- rewarded with gifts; and it would Bov© 
been w ell if liiese had Hithrtiftl them, and they 
iunl allowed their opponent to oo his wny. A 
very different comae wua fallowed Thu Emh 
min r in maitttwiikg that the Hindi jo fiddi 
wjt> entitled to rank on ji footing of equal!tv 
with tin- MuhomeUu, was held to have in- 
flU hed the Pmphet; ami the only alternative 
left was to turn Mnhhinetun oi suffer <1 ojle.1i. 
lie preJ'envd tin- latter, rend w&8 anjordliiyly 
executed, 

Tire king apjreawt to liave been u fond of 
jmiiekd as ut religious quest]nme arid often 
znt in jt-rson in the courts of kw. Some of 
the decision!} winch he pronounced ento- 
hntnd fwo brothers. private soldiers, had. among other Wty obtained 
dm ing a dege, become frast-ssed of two large rubies of different dnij** One 
L.t thy hmthera having determined to quit the service and return to bis family 
ut O, lid the other intrusted him with his dm re <.f the plunder. fa*lud% 
one til tin- rnbifti. ami told him to deliver it to his wife Tin- soldier v ho had 
■ ritinucd to serve. on returning alfer the war wm Rented, asked ids wife 
fa the ruby, ;u,d was told tliat she bad never aeen it Tin- brother, un the 
eontmy, declared that lie had delivered it; rani when the owe uns brought 
l f*™ *J“ I nwhuxxl a number of witness who swm that they Ini ! seen 

lum delrvci- it The j11, !gr. acting on this tost33 mmy dorid* 1 against tic V r ( mmn. 
tdiing her to go home and give the ruby to |„ r httabmuL ifer home was thus 
rendemd «. uij.-omfortuldc that, iu* a last towu^ she hud her complaint Ufere 
th, king. He listened patiently to Her statement and then summon*I all the 
I***"® before him. The witnesses repeated their evidence; tind, m order to 
Kfrcngthen it affirmed that they perfectly mtdfejted the size an ,j ^ SH| „, „f ,| ltf 
rnl.y, which they had seen given. On this the wibuMe. were v^mted, rmd a 
] " W '- ,lf mat I^Ing given to end. of them, us well 0. end] of the sddfem, tli- v 
"T ' " 1[l * m ' nM if infcp Ujr iWni t,f ^ tJn cxiiiniiwtk.il, the of 
“ w bat toa* aU tfe ..tluTfl differ! The king dreu the infer- 

enw that the noMfew idm,e had Keen tile ruby, and tlie witne^ had kvn 
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summed to perjun- tlirmaelvei I t in added that a confesskui to this efface w;u> a-ikimt. 
afterwords extorted fifttu them. 

Sikumlur was sooee^ded in 1517 by lib eon Ibrahim, Under Ills Ifatler ji-™ilLcu. 
iiiid father, the Albans had regarded themselves u& a dominant mo.-, mid their titan**-, 
Mhids, beaded monopolizing all the great offices of the state, *il ml the royal 
presence while all others were exmatmticd to stand. 11 imbim accordingly gave 
them mortal ^tfamv, win)®, at the ^‘itmieiieeiiieni of his reign, lie announced hi* 
determinate ti to make no distinction between his officers, and said publicity, 

Llint kings should have n - relations nor clansmen." Re wua soon made 
to feel the weight of their ioffignatiotu Tlit?y did not* indeed* attempt to 
dethrone him - but endeavoured to partition hfa territories by plowing his brother. 

Juki Khan, on the throne uf Jniinimnr. -Tuhl accordingly assumed the title of i**»n 
king, appointed l his own vizier, ftnd was acknowledged hy nil the ofheers of tin- 
eastern, provilujsa The Afghan chiefs soon began to discovei that the rest-uge 
which they hnl taken toil I its much ngainflfc themselves ns against Ibrahim. 

They and fclu-ir followers formed n small minority ot tlie population, and nothing 
but ]H j rfect union ooidd enable them to maintain their ascendency Influenced 
hy this consideration, they would fain have retraced their step- hut Juki Khan 
hiid no i l'-ft uf retdgiiing Ufa newly-ncupiirvd honours* and a civil war ensued In 
the end Ibmldm. having regMnad tbft'eosfldttiM of the Afghan ehieU crushed 
I,he rebellion of Juki Khan, who, having fallen into hb brother’s l.unds. was by 
hb private orders aasasslimted 

Thb rebellion was no sooner supposed than aTi"ih. r. still more formidable, 
broke out. Islam Khan, hmther of Futteh Klum, whom Jukl bad iun'h his 
vizier, behoving that Ibrahim Inal vowed the ruin of Ids family, availed himself 
of his influence :■£ governor of Kurm, to form a strong party, and Imme 
dink-tv raised tin: standard of revolt The first detachment sent against him fall t ewa 
into an nmluflowfa, and suffered a eery ^vere lost fhc insurgent in wti^ 
quencev advanced. flushed with victoiy, and «o reinforced Lhat they mustered 
40IHK) cavalry. 500 de pi unite. and a huge body of infantry. The imim* Limved 
in sight of each other, huh instead of fighting, «imc to a parley, on the suggm- 

... sfa-ikli Tlujoo Bokhnry. a non in universd far reput^l 

aanctltv Terms of mu'>m me •datum «W proposed and agreed .to: hul 1.lu: king 
wag only playing a part. He had scut orders to the collector of 0hazier, and 
tin- governor of Omk to advance, and hfa object, » to keep the Insurgents 
amused till he should W able to overpower then* They ^covered their error 
when it was too late; and having no alternative but to flee or light on tmequol 
terms choae the falter. The issue was not long doubtful After a iwistauee, 
dnrut-j-d nib* by despair than hyuuyhnpe of victory, they M in 111 .h.wtmua 
TfaMn, Uffw thought timm secure; hut he hod only oUninel a short 
irspiuc Balmdur Khali, on the death of hi* father, who tow govern.>r <>f W** 
immediately declared himself independent, uml turned the title of king 
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/A- 0 . Numerous malcontent dik-b joined Lira; and, at the head of 100,000 horse; hi* 
lunik* himself master nf all the country us fiir as. Scuttbuhl, defeating the Delhi 
a-wjj-ft army m several engagtanente A etill more fatal step was taken by Dow! at 
^ 1e governor of Lahore He hud at first taken part with the king, 
wl- Mlt hemme alarmed at the repeated instance* of his perfidy. Not ^eing any 
security for lib Lundy in any tent is of accommijdntion which Ibrahim might be 
induced to grant, and conscious, at the same time, of his inability to meet him 
In the upeti Hold, he entered jute n auumqujaith.il with Huber, who was then 
reigning in CabooL That prince had long kept hU eye fixed nu Hindu* wtan. 
which, as n direct descendant of TumerLme, lu- regarded as part of hb inheritance. 
Notliing. there fire, wttld temam in woordarwe with lib wishes than Dowlut 
Khans invitation. He was well acquainted with the convulsed state of the 
country; for at this very time Abu-din, Un- brother of Ibrahim, wm living in 
cxLIo at hb c iurt Before taking the Heir] in j*ens«n, Baber sent forward tLb 
prince, who was immediately joined by Dowlut KW Many other officers of 
distinction sl» rallied armed his standard, and lie continued bis march towards 
Dill hi, with the intention of laying siege to it His array mustered 40,000 horse. 
Ibrahim went rmt to oppose him, hut suffered himself to W enrprbetl in the 
night and. after a tunrnttiiens conHi.■!. teuud. when the dav dawned, that most 
-i[ Ub .fliers Imd deserted to the enemy The troops, however, had remained 
faithful, imd an opportunity of regaining sm.re than lie had Ut irnmedk 
presented Itadf. The troops of Ah-t^lin, ticking they had secured the 
victory, had disposed to plunder, Ibrahim. before they were aware, wad on 
tbein with bis .tepSiunts mu, I a* ninny of his soldiera as he had rallied, and 
divve them from the field with great daughter, Aku-dli, giving up all tor 
,wt maiie n retreat te the Punjab, and Ibrahim once more entered 

Delhi in triumph It was of skirt duration; for the only effect of Abeu-dm'a 
JSSS? ™ to hr[u S the Indus in the end uf 1525, As the 

d, ndb must be left for another chapter, it Is sufficient here to mention r!„ 
result. The king, met in the banning of the following year, on the plain of 
Pan (put, and a sanguinary Uttle ™ fought, which terminated Ike Bfe 
Ihndiim, and extinguished the Lody Afghan dyns%, Cta ita ruins the far 
more celebrated dynasty of the Great Mogul was erected 
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.lynrtj-^UT* ari.l nri^i nf Bitaf - ! I .mma? wei— Ilia atiJ return -SUt* nf India at 

hU ikaiJi r 

was the sixth in descent from Tamerlane. lLii> grand- ah 
■ Aim Said Mir^a, left (deven eons, among whom his 
iive dominions were divided- (huar Sheikh Mirza, the 
i iioit waa for Borne t.iine ipEvcmor ■?! C&bpoh lint wii 
erred to FergJuiiiii, situated on the (qjfier course of the 
■toxartei This proving of whirl, ht- was in possession when Abu Soid dM* 
was aft^rwanto held by him as an independent sovereignty, lie had mar- utorium 
rieri the sister of Mfchmdod Kh;m n dvsrendiuifc of Dgchnggiitai Kbnn. and ;^ y 
through him connected with Gbeaghis Kfout Baber was her wm. #iil 
tiinsequently, by the moUrars aide. a Mogul k to flOKKwlwt singular that, in 
his own d/fin*eirs. he id ways speaks with c0flteiOJ*t of the Mogul race though dm 
dynasty iivhidi he was about to estabEsb in India to d^tiwsd to lake It.- mwv 
fmm it The f&pfotugioti to that the titto Great Mogul was not dwsen by 
I lieu. |nit was applicth in accord*)** with the Hindoo ctiSteto of giving (hi- name 
uf Moguls to all die Alahouustans of the north-west, with the stogie exe. pthm of 
die Afghans. When life father died, Bator was only twelve year* of age Ho 
v«ii this deprived of his natural protector beta' he could I* existed tobeahk 
to act for himself Tu a-ld to the misfortune. his me I - who (‘light to bin 
I ■■ ■ iVi elided him W im ■ qBgB m-m W* Otlt ttg lit- Mtorit A-qJto™ 1 ’ A ’ 11 u ' 11 L 3 »h ■>' I at* 1 Iwd 
with tlw ratter. mu the son But Babar had teSente *pul to th# dlltenUtos ,,f 
his position i »n teaming his fad.era death. be took immediate stej« to **Bre 
the SU eces«toN As the dfe»t soft* be luid the best title to it atnl there was no 
mom for dispute. It was mmliy. however, to consult his wicfe Sulteu Ahmed 
m*m nih-r «f Sammrm.d m.d It Mum. tu whum the aupremrury Mump-d: and 
Baber sent ft* untousv to him to say. - It to plain you must |> 1 ih» one of your h™* 
mid, to «he of this country; 1 am at mu* your «m and your 

servant; if yon appoint mo, >w purpose wiU be answered in the m-*t 
i. ,rv manner,* This bomsd but plain dealing gave «•» :i hi^tih; 

.iTLwer viu» mimml IV and# wu. in f«A ilnmAv <W aetermin^l 

to enin plots tits Which he W began while Babers lather am alive, and 

make himaeif s,,U> mm rf 'ite&u* Oh this fnvnure ' 1 dl ° 

friendless youth. In erwaihg » river, the Lridso. which was crowded wiui Inn 

enda’a bwpe, .nave way. a»l »i*rt muttlet* of mrn, honw. ■»««! «««rU 

Thin in., rcganlwl a, iiminam. partimilari)' as n defect lia<l l".vu unstained at the 
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Kimo sjK>t tlira ur ffUr yaare before. Hie army, in coriKH'pwnei-, tx-cuim panic* 
strctek, iwd idiowed the utmost relucuun* to tidMinw Whil tli-ryy won- lies; 
kiting, tin- horses were seirW with it fatel disease. and Bubers army nuulu it* 
up]* 1 -" O! rI h“m' ciiviintstaiiees mndr the invadcra disposed to ILftcti to 

It-rma nf luscnmnuHlution, mid patch up a hasty p^me, when n n- it Ivuuec* 
<»f it few miles would probably lutve put theta in poasessiua of Indijim, Bata'rs 
capital 

No sooner was this danger escaped than another. of an eqfttdly formidable 
nature, threatened him. The Kuban .MahmmsL Khan made hb appearance in the 
north. imil hud <dege to Raher's fortress of Akh-si After repeated nssaulta, which 
were repulsed with gsvi.t v.ili.mr. he itUunduned tlin attempt os hopeless, and modi* 
tint lust -d' his wuv Immi- A third enemy advanced from the east, plundering 
mi-1 devastating us he came He was, however, still more easily disposed of than 
the others, having brought himself into n position out d w hlvdi, if full advantage■ 
Irnd bfctn taken, lie could not have extricated himself Baber, thus freed from 
the [wriis which hud environed him, tunnel Jus leisure to good nucotmt. and made 
many important internal improvements 

He ibnd fufMrto been. contented to «et tm the defensive, licit in 1 tS)5 be found 
hUnsetfrttrongenough to change hiss tactics, and attempt the ccauju^t of Khojend 
It had at one time liehipgttd to |n> father, and mi this ground he thought him¬ 
self entitled to take it, if he otmld 'Hie task proved earner than he lUiticipsikal. 
iciiil lie gained possession of it almost without Ills next attempt wan 

on Urntwppa; hut iis the iulml itants had earned home all their gnun ami jm> 
vendor, thus making it imposrnl.de for hiui to obtain w.ipjilltis. arul a* the winter 
wan nbout to mk in be wfc* obliged te retreat In H&6, (Hu Bucessioti to 
Sttnuvrenud iuivmg Ix^n dispilted, ttirec different claimants Appeared, and invaded 
the country in three different dim't.intis. BjiIkjt wels one of them , but ils none 
of them was able to establish an ascendency, they all three retired, in. the feff 
lowirig year Balwr renewed the attempt, and oomlmjtetl hb operations with se> 
iiiticli skill arul valour, that before the year expired, l Kith the eitv and territory 
"f SwiiHrmnd were in his He wr«* accordingly i-rowm*! and 

ruiknowlodged by most of the nobles: hut m» the city had eajiifcalutM uml In 
Whs anxious to concilium the inhabitants. he forbade all plnt Mlwr The tn>nr« 
were grievously iliMippiinteil. and hegnii to disperse. Others, ncvt 
witli this, went off in u IhhI v, and offered tlirir Men to Jdiangir Mirstn 
Babers hii,thcr wjpu was tnaelicrouM emmgh to listen Ut their overture, ami 
sfaze nu ladijsn, one of the leading districts n.f Fonghmin 

At this time, when all the talent* wlu.di Bslsw would sairoely 

huve sufliis-if lu- wsw s-i^.'d with n <langemus illnt-x and f.nitnl his atLirs nn the 

v^igRiif ruin Samarkand wrvs held by a mc»t ptveari.. tenure ; mid ir ™ 

I^lrtiotis that the moment he cr-aus-il t*i nvtrawe it by his jenwud j.rv-senw he 
would hwe it altogether. He ratolvol notwithstanding* to rnaktv tliifl saeriiieo; 
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f„r hi* jwiU-nuil dominion* were dearer to him than any now conquest, however a u >tv» 
valuable, and he could not brook the idea of luiving them dismembered by the 
perfidy of a brother. He accordingly set out towards Indijan, but be arrived 
only in time enough to learn that the officers to whom the defence of it whs 
intrusted, had been induced, by a rumour of his death, to surrender, anti tliat 
Jehangir bad actually mounted the throne Both Samaitond and Indijan were 
thus lost Buber was now in the utmost distress, ami applied tor aid to his 
maternal undo. Sultan Mahmood Klmn His brother Jehangir applied at the 
same time, and Mahmootl, unwilling to interfere in the quarrels of his neplmws, 

.rave no assistance tt» either. Ultiinatelv. however, lie departed so far from this 

ft • # Hijijxlla 

resolution as to take open \mrt with Baber, who, idler various vicissitudes, n*i.r 
recovered his paternal kingdom in 1199. He even set out to attempt the 
recovery of Samarcand. but was only on the way when he received the morti¬ 
fying intelligence tliut the Uslicks laid Aiiticijtfited him. and made themselves 
masters both of Samarcand and Bokhara. 

Thu consequence was. that be was not 
only frustrated in the Iiojk* of taking 
Samarcand. but again lost Ferghana, 
which liad been overrun in his absence. 

His »mly resource wai* to betake him* 
self to the mountains, and wait there till 
fortune slioiild again .smile njion him. 

While almost disconsolate at the disasters 
which had liefallon him. he lay down in a 
grove to sleep, and dreamed that Abdullah, 
a dorvis of grent repute, culle«l at his 
house, lie invited him to sit down, and 
ordered n table-cloth to be spread for him; 
but the ilorvit apparently offended, rose 
to go away. While Bolter endeavoured to 
detain him. the dervis took hob! «>f his 
arm. and lifted him up towards the sky. 
aigniikant; hut Baber and his followers regarded it a* a promise of future good 
fortune, ami determined in consequence. to mnke another attempt on Sauwrcand. 

The capture or the city «a* one of tl.e exploit* on which Balicr |«rtreulnrly ij-.o.i.o 
plumed himself, and he dwells on it with evident exultation in Ins Memon* 

Here, however, oulv the leading fact* can Is' mentioned His snrnll party 
mastered only 3i« men. and yet with these he succwsled in making himself 
master of a Urge capital, occupied by w,rHike Uabeka. whom Sheeham Khan, 
a votemn gerund of high reputation, commanded Having secretly arrived m 
the vicinity at midnight, be Kent forward eighty of his party to a low part of 
the wall, which they immediately scaled by means of a gtmppiingrope. Ooing 
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afterwords round, they surprised and overpowered the guard in charge of one 
of the gates. ojiened it. ami let in Baber with the 240 who were with him 
I hey immediately rushed along the streets, procluiiuing Balters mune os they 
[«u»ed. It carrier 1 n charm witli it to the ears of many of the inhabitant*, who 
immediately rallied around him, while the Csbeks mn confusedly frutu place to 
place, ignorant l«oth of tin* [>osition and muulters of tlieir assailant*. When the 
alarm reached dm head-quarters. Slicebani Khun, who occupied the fort with 
7000 men. set out with a small body to reconnoitre, and on timling dint Baber 
had gainer 1 some thousands of the inhabitant*, who were rending die air with 
acclamations, was so frightened that he took tlie opposite gate, and tied towards 
Bokhara Buber uhtaimsi quiet [KX*es*ioiL 

Bulxir was aware dial the victory was only half won so long as the Usbeks 
maintained tlieir footing in die country, and he Inlsmred to unite die neighbour¬ 
ing chiefs in a general coalition ibr the purpose of expelling them Owing to 
dissensions and jealousies, his exertions were unavailing, and he was left to 
light single-haude<i widi his formidable foes. They proved more than a match 
lor him; and he sustained a defeat which obliged him to shut himself up widiin 
die walls. Here he defcmlcd himself till he sufferer! all die horrors of lamine, 
and saw no resource but to take advantage of the night* and escape with about 
100 faithful attendants. This flight took place in the beginning of 1501, and 
he >vas once more a homeless wanderer. Ho found an asylum witli his uncle. 
Sultan Mahmood Khan, who gave him the town of Arutilia for his residence. 
Here his relentless enemy, Sheebani Khan, found him out, and lie removed to 
Toaiikeml, where lu* remained for some time in a state of despondency. At 
length iui oj**ning appeared in his hereditary kingdom, and by the aid of his 
two uncles he obtained jxssession of Akhn, one of its strongest forts. It wee 
only a gleam of wmwhine before die coming storm Sheelwmi Klinn agnin 
appeared, an*I conquered as before. In addition to his own misfortune, Bul*er 
lui«l the mi sen' to see Ins uncles involved in his fate. They were bodi taken 
jirisoners, and released only at die expense of their kingdoms. Sultan Mahmood 
Khan was unable to bear up under the stroke, and his health U-gan to decline- 
One of his friend*, hinting Umt Slieeliani Khan hod poisoned him, offered some 
tiriak of Khutta, a medicine which was then in high repute as an antidote. 
The sultan replied. “YesI Sheebani Klrnn lias poisoned me indeed! He has 
taken away my kingdom, which it is uot in the power of your tiriak of 
Khutta to restore. ’ 

Baber had at oue time some thoughts of trying his fortune in Chirm. HU 
own country, at all event*, seemed shut agaiust him. and he quitted it for ever. 
But he hail no intention of dosing hi* career. Though he hud seen much of die 
world, and experienced many reverses, he lmd only attained the age when most 
men begin to make tlieir appearance in the public stage of Ufa He was little 
more than twenty, and was borne up by the In-lief whidi conscious talent and 
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great natural Buoyancy of Kpirito suggested, that twine great destiny awaited him a n »s.k^ 
In 1501 he took the direction of the east, where he saw n«» Held of enterprise so 
proinUiug us Cabuol, which hud fallen into a state of anarchy It had once 
been ruled by his futlier, ami auhoaqnently by his uncle, Ulugh Beg. wlio hod 
died in 1501. leaving nn infant son 'Hie minister took the whole government 
into his own hund*. hut aom disgusted the nobles, lUid was assassmnted Cireat 
convulsions followed, and Cftbool l*?cunie a common prey to tllssensioiLs within, 
and invasion from without A foreign usurper was on the throne when Baber 
arrived He found little difficulty in displacing him; and though liis cousin, the 
above son of Ulugii Beg. w;w still alive, he regarded the kingdom as a lawful 
conquest, and ruled it in his own name. His ambition was not yet satisfied 
and, taking advantage of favourable circumstances he made himself master of 
Kandahar. It would teem tlmt at this early jieriod liis thoughts were turned to 
Hindoostan. and the invasion of it was openly talked of and discussed in he* 

«nut. Various circumstances, however, concurred to postpone any actual 
preparations 

The earliest of these was the appearance of the restless nnd implacable 
Sbeebani Khan. who drove Baber from Kandahar, and re-seated the former ruler, -t**^ 
Slarehani Kluin. luiving ultimately met his master in Sludi Ismael Soj»lu of iw 
Persia, was defeated and slain. Baber immediately proposed an alliance with 
the shah, bv whoas aid he hoped to regain his former dominions Nor was lie 
disappointed. With on army of 60.000 lior*. partly furnished by the Penrnm 
monarch, he took Khoondooz. subdued Bokhara, and in 1511 was seated for the 
third time on the throne of Samarcand Here he Used his residence, and left 
Cabool to be governed under him by his brother. Nasir Mime Tins return of 
prosperity was chart-lived; for be was immediately *ngng*-d in a ^ 
sanguinary struggles with the Uobeka These were generally to his disad¬ 
vantage ; and in 1518 he arrived, shorn of all his new conquests, to resume the 
government of Cahoot His brother Nasir Mimt ^turned to las government 

Babur 1*1 now bed. nearly twenty ywn. King of Cnlxs.1. and dunng hut 
long period luul often turned n wistful eye to IndS* Other object, of nu.b,bon 
luol repeatedly started up nu.l tempted bin. to try h« fortune m the «•=*. *>u 
Uic ilitliculties hail prove! inaormounUbln, and tlie conviction uu ' ,rn ' 

upon bim. that if bis mime was to descend to posterity ns a great conqueror and 
mighty monarch, the east w,s the quarter in which he most gum h» hum ls 
The tte. wen- fav.nimble. The throne of Delhi had bm. onmp.rf by a scri« 
of Afglin.i chiefs. who luul never gnimsl the affections of the people and ruled 
only by the swonl While thus requiring all the ».d winch mum. emM give, 
in terminal Je feuds prevailed, and the racowion was reg.dnte.1 not so much y 
the ordinary rula, of relationship, as by court intrigue factum. and n - 

Under this' wretched system the kingdom led l-eco broken up mto fragment* 
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a.d iv:* and Delhi exhibited merely a shadow of its former greatness It wa* wijmm- 
sibh* not to jirreeive that a country thus ruled, and acknowledged at the Harm* 
time to be one of the grandest fairest, and richest regions of the globe, pre- 
sented facilities and attractions to the conqueror far greater than the west could 
furnish ; and the ouly wonder is, that a prince so talented and so ambitious as 
Bal>er should have remained so long on its frontiers without making an actual 
inroad into it 

Babers first Indian campaign took place in 151!> On tluit occasion, nflcr 
overrunning the territoiy between C&bool and the Indus, he crossed over into 
the Punjab and advanced as far as Bhira From this place he sent a message 
to Ibrahim Lody, the King of I>elhi, reminding him that the Punjab had been 
frequently jMMseased by tin* house of Tamerlane, and demanding tluit to him, 
as n branch of that house, it should !>e voluntarily resigned, unless he was jure 
pared to see the war carried farther into India In tins cnnquiign he reached 
the Cheimuh, and then returned to Calx nil Mis second Indian camjiaign was 
made in the course of the same year. His main object was to reduce Lahore, 
hut after reaching Peslmwer. and advancing to the Indus, intelligence of an 
invasion of Bodukslmn by the King of (.Wigar comj>elled him to return He 
marched a third time against India in 1520, and lmd reached Seolkote when he 
learned that his presence was immediately required to defend his capital against 
an invasion from Kaudulmr. He luul not only repulsed the invader, but jiur- 

sued him to Kandaluir, 
— _ r : - and captured it, when. 

in 1524, Dowlut Khan 
sent the tempting in¬ 
vitation formerly men¬ 
tioned, In coinjdianoe 
with it, Baber advanced 
to the neighbourhood 
• »f Lahore, which he en- 
U'rerl in triunijdi, after 
gaining it signal victory. 
Bowlut Klum having 
afterwards turned 
against him, he found 
his prospects of SUCCUfSS 
so seriously affected, 

that he rested satisfied with appointing governor* over the district* which lie 
lunl conquered, and again returned home. 

Ala-u din Lody, the brother of Ibrahim Lody, King of Bcllii, hail U*eu left 
in command of the Cabool forces, and for u time was si successful that he 
jftnhed forward to the vicinity of Delhi. Hen? he seemed to have gained a 
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victorv. till his own cureleasmsw and till- want of disc i p li n e turned it into n com- »m» 
plete defeat, and obliged linn to retire precipitately into the I’linjilb. Bnlier. <m 
hearing of the disaster. immediately bestirred himself. and mode his appearance 
in Inilio. This woo his fifth, and proved Ilia moat decisive Indian campa i gn . 

His force wo* c(ttn|>aratively small After erasing the lndna on the 15th 
of December, 1525, lie mastered it, and found that lie luul only 10,000 chosen 
home. At Sealkote. however, he waa joined by Ala-n-din. and thus obtained a 
ciinsidembic reinforcement The first appearance of opposition was on the |wrt 
of Dowlut Khan, and Ilia non Uliaay Khan, who had again espoused the cause 
of tdie King of Delhi and were encamped on the looks of the Havee, near 
Lahore. with an army of W.000 They were afraid to risk an action, and. ns 
Haber advanced, retreated—the former to Mnlwat. uud the latter to the bilk 
Halier immediately invested Malwat. uud obliged it to capitulate in a few day*. 

On this occasion lie generously forgave Dowlut Khun, and exerted himself in 
restraining Hie rapacity of his trm>|w. who. a» soon n» the gates were opened, 
broke iu. and commenced an indiscriminate plunder. Rushing in among them, 
he at great perronul risk rescued a holy belonging to Dowlut Kluin s family, 
whom a ruffian liad seized, and save.1 a fine library which luul leen oolleoted by 

tihazv Klmn. who was a poet and a man of learning. 

The dissension* wind, prevailed at Delhi, and the invitations which he OJ-»- 
received from the malcontents. induced him to advance will,out delay. He mo,, 
experienced little serious opposition till Ibrahim himself advanced to meet him. 
at the head of 10,000 home and 1000 elephant* Babers army was not » fifth 
I.f this number, but everv man in it was a soldier highly disciplined, attaclie. 
to his chief, and resolved to conquer or die; whereas the Dell., hirer was a 
heterogeneous moss. co.iqiosed of the moat discordant materials I he result was 

not long doubtful and Ibrahim himself was among the slam lliis Uttle, 
which was fought on the 20th of April. 1526. decided the fate of H.ndoostom 
Haber did not fail to make the mont of hh» victory. He immediately ditched 

his son Hoomavoon to occupy Agra, and .nether detachment to march rap,dl v 
on Delhi while*he followed with the main body. His entrance was unopposed, 
and lie took formal ,.™n » *>veroign The fort of Agra offered some 
resistance; but the terror of the Mogul anus was now so general, that the 
Hajisiot* who defended it offered to isipitulate. lnsfiwd of levying a rams,m 

from individuals. Baber eowented to accept of a ..mud. weighing 672 carats. 

which he presented to his son Hoomnyooa On enu-nug the Dell., reason 

he appear, to have been astonished at the a.. and immedmtely -egan to 

distribute it with the greatest profusion. a* if he had imagimd it meMiaustihle 
Not mthtfied will, making riel, presents to all h» chiefs and even to the mer¬ 
chant* Who followed his romp, he made large donations to holy places various 
‘ countries, and caused a afamM to be given to even- num. woman, and eh.1.1... 
the kingdom of c'als-.l. without distinction of slave or free I he gift to each 
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a.j> u&» was rather less limn ri skilling, Ijtit the nggregntesiim must hava been cnormmift 
His prodigality on thin ooctokm procured him the niekruiniflof ^CiJltMudcr," after 
religious order ivlutSf rule in to make tv prmLstor] tar the Ttiuo^iu 
Njte^a« Had Babur been intending, like Tiunrrhnr to 1111iL India, this isquanduring 
pmUBrittf •A the treSBItty might cstdl f have l*en explained, and even justified, nit grounds 
fd jtoliov Hut the folly of tlie proceeding seems extreme when it 0 considered 
that he from the first regarded it as a pemiancnt conquest and determined to 

make Delhi his future capital. The i]ue4imi had undergo.fbniud diseiLssi.u] 

alter the capture, and ro*ny of hb most experienced officers. cout mating the 
Ninatlin^oi hisarmy with the threatening appearance which the Afghani still 
omfcmiicd to present in vnrinns qinuteret, were urgent for hb return to Cahool, 

' | at- least retreat to the Punjab; but he at once put an end to all their retnon- 
stnmoes by exclaiming Wlmfc would all tlwi Malvoietan lungs in the world 
niV of ;i monarch whom tlm fwit of Jtatli olilig^l to abandon sueli n kingdom r " 
p*«vmi Thy idea of departure being Abandoned it required all Bolter's skill and 

tkauiil , 

energy to make good taS position Several Afghan comjietitore connected with 
ths- bite loyal family were set up against him and sanguinary buttles Wore 
fought, generally, however, to Ills advantage- As a necessary couA^uenog, hia 
rouse advanced, while that- of but fiwwitt s rapidly declined, and ruanv who had 
stood aloof with the intention of ultimately joining tin* winning yide. mude 
their suhiiiiKsiim. Bui his greatest dangers were tint. in the field ■ fbr those 
whii feared to encounter him there, <lid not scmple at any means which premised 
to be suacssHful One of the most flagrant attempt- m u L. nn his life wan by the 
mother of Ibrahim Lndy, the bite sovereign She Imd become lib captive, and 
In; had treated her TiVttli great respect find kindness; but the destruction ivhieli 
he had brought on her family wtm not to be forgiven, and she bribed Babers 
tasU-r ami took to poiaon some hangup intended for him tie actually par¬ 
took of it, hut the pdsonmg having ky;n overdone, affected the taste, and lie 
desisted in time to save lib life 


Bukr ™ still in the fidl vigour of life, and might, in tbe eourae of untune 
have been expected to have a long career before him - hut he had crowded the 
< Venta of a lifetime into a iximparatirvelr short period, and begun to exhibit 
symptoms of a premature old age Fever after fever attacked him; and, 
leginning to feel his end approaching. lie sum for Iilh non II K>may.on and 
appointed him his gnn.'UHKir A few months after, on tlae Sith of December, 
1330 lie breathed hb last lie laid reigned thirty-eight yearn, but of these 
utdv five were spent on the tbrene nf Delhi Ctaurideriug the shorings of the 
jstfHod, it is wonderful how smash had been ipsomplbhcHl in iL Not only hud 
Afghan hsiimctionB been put down, and the wlink Mahometan population 
nxxmejlcd to the new dynasty, but great battle hn-j ken fbughi* and groat 
victories gain if insurgent Hindoo*. After M«w&r r Slidwali, nml JL-wm 
ha,l bee® subdued, BeW, on both aides of the Gang** whs overrun, anrl the 
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King Lit' Bi n^nl Kwnly hjivkI Ida LDdij^knc^ hy subimUmg u» an jgnntiiuimu* ^n . ■ 
|iWl ,,v The tlirfiiw "I tiie Ureal Mogul wfis thus not only set up, hut seemed 
ta he firmer ^tnblLdied 

■}'l, 0 l,, v@ of nature which Baber retained in nil its freehne^ to the very hist* 
un i of whirl i 
corny touching 
itis Lancedi ntv rv- 

ixirded by him¬ 
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l iiubte prospect 

Fluwe m tumh .till stand* and m hvmt of it » mM hot mosque of 

vhitef marble His diameter ia ind learned t'min his Memmrs or Avto- 
mjtttjlhjf in which liw opinions ami feelings tire oandhlly uspreswri. and a 
nil insight a given into the conduct kith of the niunsmih nn l the duhi. 
Few lives srj Ml of vjdaatwks and tcvptotiM would best to 1» so minutely 
iives%ited ;ind suffer so little from the investigation, Take him oil in dl 

iu his varied and seldom combined 
capacities a* a writer, n scJdiur, to id 
si. ruler, it must be admitted that his 
proper place is among the greatest 
man whom the East baa produced. 
lr.. is idmojet needless to eav that kith 
Ubt public and Lis private life exhibit 
blemish** Among those nf the 
Comer description may be mentioned 
lik folly iu squandering the treasure 
found in Delhi; and among those nf 
the hitter his bacchanalian habits, 
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dmtli was governor of Oabou] and Kandahar, not only retained po&toston ,>r 
them hut mode good ii claim to the Punjab. The two youngest mkih were at 
first'eontenteil to hold government* in Fmlh under HiKimnyfwn, who, aa ddest 
son. ivuii by BaW'ts special ap { .ointment, mounted the throne ( >f Delhi He 
Kmn found it anything hut el UhI of rose* The eewou --f the Punjab to 
Kamr.in. without suty effort to preserve it, was :i kind id" premi um «.tfi-reil to 
aggreviiiin, which was accordingly attempted in variL.ui q mu-tens The first 
contest was with Bnluidur Shall, King *>f Gujerah who had reudbtnd himself 
formidable by the annexation of Sbdwuh, and the establishment of hi&suprciujicv 
over several adjoining territories Tie- usiensihk cause of ipmmd wm the 
jjrotectirtu given hy Bahadur Shah to Hahtnned Zxmmn Mlrsn, who had taken 
refuge with him after n rebdtinn against his brotheiSinduw, HooinAvaon. Imil 
iuHcsi during a series of struggle with variola* dtemntkam of success, 
Bahadur tirst and then recovered his kingdom. 

IJlL * 1HSt opportfiot who appeared was Sheer Khun Sur, who 

had nude Liui.-n.vEI itut -ter Imth <d Belmr and. Bengal, H.jtnjjuyoon advanced 
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against him from Agra, and arrived with u powerful army h gfere the fort, of 
Cfcuoar, near Benares. m the hegmning of 1 - 558 . Sheer Khrm Im.j been token 
somewhat by surprise, ami aa his. object, thapfon.'. way n> gain time, he left 
<- bunar Ht n j ugly gammoned an-1 rt tire.i ft L rtber inc.. l )» in Uiri\> r. Hi«muyodn 
■lid not venture to advance while the enemy fiosyeasKd such u place in lily rear 
and iWvid to lay sifgc to it He was thus detained farsevtttd months, and 
only succeeded at hist because the provisions of the gitmjjon were exliatfstcd 
Tids fiugo derives importamv IWnii the regular rummer in which it wan cmi- 
luctrii ami the great use made of gunpowder and artillery, both hy l^iegiils 
and besieged. 

ir.paynn Hooiuayoon now advanced along the Gauges, hut Sheer Khan continued to 
pursue his tactics >f not risking n general mgagcinent, und only offering such 
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m raightunffifift to ptpfcmnfc this aflvuuso ttoocmyoOn Ought now to a d m 
Irnve become |M?rfectJy «wxin* nf lilts imp which m Inhi (hr him, nrnl Wn 
satisfied k> select *om* rtfOBg po&tfcWk* At Itsarit till the miny seaw>n was ever, 
instead of this he fuimtl tBuwdf in the lower bimm of the Qatigfes when its 
whole ileltn was flooded, end every bnwik Imd swollen into an unpaamhlc 
torrent Meanwhile Sheer Khun, by it dexterous movement, placed himself in 
his r gjir> rind cut off hi^ retreat Tim King of itelhi wi«nt hurt alive tw Ins 
yeiilous condition, anil etnleAvoutfid to elude hi* enemy by ptt|wming boats to 
m>ss over to tiro other side 1,1 Gungea. While thus ftsedpied, be nllow^l 
huuadf to be completely HJirpriewh and find Urdy time t" mount hi* home mul 
niiike for the river. lh imuiedktely plinj^d in. but his steed, altar tearing 
hini nobly for m while, sank exhausted Hi* fate would have Ih*u the same, naii i ^i i ii i 
Invd not a watar'Ciimer, who was Qtwaing, hy the niri •*( the v j it vt-skill, iftlmJi 






he had iaHiited fur that purpr 

before he sunk, and tarried 

i apposite bttuk He readied 
Mini of June; 1531). but 
perished, and his ipieen was 
captive. 

Ho mim voon made the (sst uso of his 
escape; and, by Urn aid of Ida brothers, 

Knuumi it nd Him tad, who,, after Inking 
very suspicion* hnd become oof- 

dhdlv united with hi to kt 
bay. By the spring <»f 
Idimielf strong enough b't- a new campaign 
The amdes mirie in wight of eswh nther. 
mid Lujitiuutd ft'w some time numcouv ring, 
til! HoomajiXWit alarmed at sntnc symptom* 
of desertion determined to risk a general 

•.« li pawed and in tin flight Which M M* -»!*««* 

MS extra, tdinarv Mora His horse was vrounded, and lie was on li..- t -mt . 
of iH.ino kUW or taken, when lie found an elephant, mounted .t and hastened 
tn the Gauge® The driver hesitated to awin. the river, and gave plaev to an 
eunuch who undertook the task He reached the opposite '“ uk >" 6 “ fet 3'- ™V 
a.it® height, could not land, till two soldiers who h^rpuned tutor 
pnnent joined their tarbana, and throwing one ™d to him draw ton, up Hia 
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.u> i n , situation Mraa now hopclcs*; and he Lad uitly time in re aiu m; his family and liti 
treasure from Agm and Delhi, and hasten id!’ with them to Lahore, Here Ms 
reception was not very gracious na his brother Ruumm feuvd lie might prove 
n dangerous competitor, and \vnn :i 3.s« j preparing to make him pace with Sheer 
Khatu by oading the Punjab to him. 

MflWjjrtit Homityoou, thus abandoned bv bis brother, turned Iiis thoughts to Scind- 

Bmiijiini ami endeavoured, partly by puraUH&ton and partly by force, to obtain possesion 
of it He jailed; and then throw himself on the protection of the Elijah of 
Marwar, To accomplish this lie was ohligv.il to crisstr the desert, an' I eveii 
there had the mortification to perceive that the rajah was only meditating how 
he might best deliver him to his enemiea Flight into the desert wan again his 
only resource W hile wandering here, encumbered with the women of hU 
family, a body of home was seen approaching They were beaded by the son 
of the Ejjnlj of Marwar. Nothing short of ikatb or captivity was foreboded 
hut after a great .show uf hostility, the rajahs jsoa apparently relented, furuLihed 
tlicm with water, and allowed them to proceed The honors of the desert were 
belm^e them; and at lost Hooomyvxm„ with unly .seven uttendantd, reached 
Ainerkote. Here be was not only hospitably esteitiuod, hut furnished with 
the mean.? of milking a second attempt upon SeLnde. It might have succeeded, 
but the rajah who accompanied him, indignant at obtuiiuUg no redress for an 
insult which be hail received, suddenly withdraw with all Ills Hindoo followers 
fits position was now desperate, and he was only too glad to make an arrange 
nieiit which permitted him to withdraw from Scinde and set out for Kundidinr. 
lhis provini’e belonged to Kainrau, and was then held for him by mm of liis 
younger Imitimni Hrxmiayooii, travelling with hi* wife and an inhmt child, 
afterwards the celebrated Emperor Akber, had arrived within 130 miles of Lift 
destination, when one of his old adherent* rode hastily up, and gave him the 
startling intelligence that his brother ALirza Asknri was at Urn I, with the 
intention ol making him prisoner He bud only time to mount the t|ueen 
behind Jjiui, and take to Hight Tlie infant could not be thus carried, and fell, 
with his attendants, into the bunds of his uncle, U'Miuiiyofin conti i sued his 
flight with a few followers till he arrived within the Persian do minions. He 
was sent to Herat to await the sladi's ordera. 

siuier Kh ®»« 1111 Hwmayaons flight, made n kind of triumphant progress, 

gjjjf* lUjd ™ soon bi possession of all the territories which had aektmwbdgcd the 
authority oi Liu- King of Delhi, His reign, hy usurpation rus it is sox net tines 
called, thniigb bis title was at least as good a* Haber's, hml been commenced In 
lo+o During the three ibllowing year* he made himself master of Malwuh, 
Marwiir, and lb war, and wuw carrying on the siege of Calluijer, in 1515, when 
lie was killed by the explosion of a powder tuaguxiiie, His eldest flOQ, Add 
Klmm laid pravitiuaiy Iran roccgnkeri by him slh bus successor; but the feebleness 
H, f hi* character iii'htwl tlie chiefs to set him modi', and give the throne tm Ida 
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brother. JeliU Khan, who iusiuueti the title uf Selim Shall, Hi* reign, which ^ n i.w 
him* years, during wbidi several Important iaterml improvements were p ^ ^ 
uifuhi anil public works tnwtu) ivua on the avJkjL- peiuwfuL He left a son of -«wa 
the age of twelve, 
hut lie was murdered 
hy lii.H mide, Mar 
1 mined Khan, who 
usio-ped the throne, 
anil 13 known by the 
tide of A ■ 111 i. H is 

^induct on the throne 
was flneh' ns might 
have been expected 
after the atrocity by 
win di Lm had" gained 
it, mill lie made Ssisn- 
self universally edi- 

ous by Ms follies and iniquiti-a. Vot a tune, However, urn mmiutre "rr—■ 

a Hindi") of low origin. to whom be bad committed the government, kept hist Etao=, 
on bis scat; And he pursued a course of utter lawlessness, first squandering bis 
treasury, and then indiscriminately confiscating tho property of lib subjects, in 
order to procure the means of indulging in lib estravaganees and low debaudi- 
eriei. After he had narrowly escaped the dagger of an assassin, a confederacy 
was fanned against him It foiled in the tint instance, but other revolts were 
successful; and ILraliitn 8ur, malting himself master of Delhi and Agra, Addi 
was 1,-ft in Iiomeaion only of the eastern provinces. Ibrahim, liavmg in his 
turn been driven out of Delhi and Agra by Sikundur Sur. who bad proclaimed 
himself King of the Punjab, endeavoured to compensate himsdf by wresting 
some more territory fin Adili, but was repulsed by Hemcio. This success did 
not at all improve Ids condition, for intelligence immediately arrived that Bengal 
and Mulwall had both revdtod, and that Hoamayoon, who had returned, bad 
defeated Siknndur. and was once more seated in LIcII.l This lust intelligence 
proved the most fatal of all; for though Hmmayoon soon died his son Akber 
succeeded. and brought tJia Mogul empire to its highest pitch of gory. Adih 
was maintained for some time by Hemoc; but on that Hindoos death Ins 
success Was at an end. and be lost his life fighting in Bengal 

Hoonmyoons reception by Shah Tamasp, tbo second of the Safavi or S„phi 
Kings of Petal,i. laid been on the whole favourable, though accompanied with 
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riumv mortifying tdrcunistance* Before lie could obtain any assistance, lie was 
obliged u> cede the province of Kanduluvr. and adopt the Slbite Tom of Maho¬ 
metanism, After these concessions, he was furnished with ft body of 34,Olio 
horse. under the column ml of the shah s sou, Murad M li’kjl His own fl il.lawei's 
mustered only about 700. He first proceeded against Kmu liJuir, which lie 
reached in March, 1) bY It was in possession of Mima A^kari, ns governor of 
hia other brother, Kumran The siege was immediately commenced, hut pro¬ 
ceeded languidly for five months, at the end of which desertion and huiune 
obliged Mirza Askari to surrender Hooinayoon, probably sound by misfortune, 
forgot the humanity which had formed the heat feature in his character; and, 
disregarding the promise of pardon which he hud given, subjected his brother 
to the most contumelious treatment, and then kept LLtn nearly three years as ft 
prisoner in chains He also violated his agreement with the shale by keeping 
Kandahar to himself uie I maltreating Iies Persian auxiliaries 

I" mm Kandaha r lie proceeded against < lubuol, mid expelled Knmran, wlm 
ww obliged to take refuge in Bciude The capture was the more gmtitying 
that it enabled him to recover his son Akber, now a child of nlKHit three ynars 
of age. After a time Korn ran returned, and a .series of struggles took place, 
rluring which the greatest IwivharititM were perpetrated on. both sides; and Akbcr, 
wh> laid again lid ten in La the enemy is hands, escaped almost miraculously, nfler 
lib unde had with savage cruelty, exposed him to the Ml fire of his father's 
cannon. Kumran was ultimately defeated and obliged again to rice; but, by 
the aid of the Uzbeks* obtained pos>easioti of Ludnkdmn Thither Hoorn nyo^n 
followed He Wfc* victorious, and returned in triumph to La bool In the end of 
J His affairs now assumed to promising an appearance that lie began to 
talk of attempting the conquest of but Ini bad fortune returned, 

and in a battle with Kuuuthl who tmd once more taken the field, he anstmued 
a total defeat On this occasion he made another of his remarkable escaped A 
soldier had wounded liim and was al suit V \ repeat the blow, when lie was eo 
confounded by the sternness with which Hoomayoon exclaimed, Wretch! bow 
dare you? that he dropped his arm and let biin cscajie He Htd with only 
eleven attendant*. while Akber again fell into Ills nudes hands. Another turn 
in the wheel of fortune placed HeKumyoon in the ascendent, mid Ram ran 
became Ids prisoner The tmmiUT in which he disposed of him is u great 1 ■ Li it 
on his memory At first he gave him a most friendly reception, seated him on 
bis right hand, feasted him, shared half of his slice of water-melon with him, 
J nul Hpent the evening with him in "jollity and carousing/' In the morning Ids 
leremptoiy orders were to put out hh brother's eyes. They were executed* 
Kamr&n exclaiming during the agony of the torture, 'ij Lord, mv Ood! whiit- 
i-ver sma I have cotomitted have been amply punished in this world; have com- 
pission on me in the next He died soon after at Mecca where he hud wished 
to end his days. 
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In Lin- iLiL'iini L3 l j *’ k-lri'um^taaises in India hail become favourable, and Hooma- a.d 

... tr in^ suit Jrom Cabool in January* 1555* at the head of 15,Q0ft hors**, 

iiivaJefi the Punjab and took Lahore, Alter gome delay he omtinuefi im mardi, 
nhlixed Siknndur Shah to take refuge amnuff the lower nop of the Himalaya, ^r^riuhi 
:it „| mndv lumself uinaier of Delhi and Agm. rie htul thus regametf po^easioE 
ssf his capital and a portion of his original territories* but was not <ie*tiu*l long 
10 enjoy them His life had been the sport of fortune—his death was to 
n .... Nihle it tie had only been dx months in Delhi. and ™ one day. after a 
walk on the termee ■ f Ids library, descending by the stair, which «u placed on 
the outside, and ccmfluted of narrow steps* guarded only by a parapet about u 
f, K ,t high. Hearing the coll to prayer from the minaret* he stopped* as Is usual, 
related liL creed and wit down to wait till the muezzin had made his round. 

In rising, his staff by which he wm supporting himself slipped and be fell 
headlong over the parapet He was tuken up insensible, and di* t Ibur days after, <*«** 

,m the hth * if January* 155ft at the age of fifty-one. He had commenced his 
reign t wenty-five years before* but sixteen of these Itud been spent in erile ft™ 
his csipital 

Aa Hooiuayoon’s reign reached to the middle of the sixteenth cent on, it 
may be Maundered os forming the link between medieval imd modem Indio. 

It wifl lie proper, therefore, before continuing the luumtive, to take a survey 

<*f the political condition of India at this peiunl. 

In the reign of Mahomed Togbkk, which commenced in 1325, almost the 
whole of India proper—understanding by that name both Hindooatan and the b*. 
Deccan—was subject to Mahometan sway. Tire chief territorial not thus subject 
were a long narrow tract in the south-west of the peninsula, the kingdom of 
Orissa consisting of an unexplored and densely wooded region, stretching i >r 
about 500 miles along the coast horn the Ganges to the Godavery, with a medium 
width of about 3.10 miles; and Rajpootana in the north-west, consisting of a 
number of independent chieftainships, of which the limits cannot easily he 
nssioned as they were constantly changing iu their dimensions, according as the 
Mahometan invader, or the native chiefs gained the ascendency. Before the 
termination of Mahomed TogMaks reign, in 1351, the extent of his dominions 
had shrunk exceedingly, in consequence of his misgovemment to 13 « Bengal 
threw off its yoke, and became an independent kingdom; in 13M, the example 
was imitated by the ftgah. of Telingana and OtrmaK the former recoyenng 
his capital of Wtmmgole, and the latter establishing a new capful at Bgmagor, 
the Toombudm; while the Mahometans ™*» “W'SV* 1 to wl s' 111811 *' 1 v,lh “ 

frontier which extended no farther south than the banks,.f Oft bridma. and 
no farther east than the meridian of Hyderabad, to 1347. a Hindoo movement 
on a still more extended scale took place, and the Mahometans were dr,™ 
acres- the Wrbndda. Homan Gangu, the head of this last movement, founded 
in the Deccan the extensive kingdom of Bnlimara, which continued to subsist 
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r ' 1JiVi ^' r 170 yettra. Wikile the Hind do raj-ib* remained uuilt-d the Hubometfiu. 
strove in Vtthi to regain what they had Kr-it. and made s-nively any impression 
Vmt when they began again to indulge in mtoroal dissensions* the Muhomelam; 
again extended their yarn inerts, subdued Wnmngoly. and obtained po^i^oti of 
the country between the Krishna and the Tot)ml udm 
t. '. r r ; , ; , r ,t In 4,i1111,1 the adjoining ttmtooes, various kingdoms indi f xndeiit 

■ » in um Of Delhi were estabHahed. Among these, mu- of tin- mort extemdveand durable 
w£ls Oujenit, which, innteuij n-J being confined to the territory which Imre itiul 
name, extended over Malwiib. which was twice conquered. and fimdlv annexed 
to it The Knjpouts of Aflewnr also repeatedly- bent before it, nnd Gaud risk 
ackuowlotlged ite supremacy, Hootnayoon occupied it for* short time, but it 
£uun recovered itsdl, and was independent at the accession of Id# son, Akber 
Maiwiih, before it foil under tbs jk> war of ttujemt, had long mjjntuiiied n 
Miparnte independence; and for some time was under the doiuinutiou (.if a Hindoo, 
who, though not the nominal, was virtually the mil sovereign. and tided all the 
highest offices with Ins own countrymen Bengal has been already mentioned; 
mid. besides it, Landeish, Jounpoor, Sdnde, and Muoltum were all indejN^mlcnt 
at Ak1n?rs succession. Of the Bajpiof states, the most important which were 
independent at the same period are Mewar, ruled by the Ranas of Odeypoor, 
though at one time reduced to a kind of vassalage under Gujemt—Harww 
hthi by the Rhnhtom, who, after being driven out of Cano age, where they bml 
trarly tHrtablkhed themselves retired to tire desert between the table km] and 
the Indus subdued the Jute, the uriglnui inhnliumts, sind extended their 
dominion over a large territory, throwing off a younger brunch, which aftorwarda 
fomuul the separate state of Bieinere^J esaulmeer, where the Bbattk had made 
their settWut in the western part of the desert, at m early a period that their 
history is lost in table—and AmI.rr, or Jeypoor, possessed by Ike tribe of Cnirh- 
waha, who do not figure ranch In early times, but have n proof of their impor- 
unjL-v in the hot that Akber married their rajah's daughter Bi^idcs these are 
many minor states in the desert and along the east of the tableland. In the 
north, along the slope# of the Himalaya* from Cnsbniere east to the highland* 
wludi overtook the delta of the Gauge*, all the petty state# were ruled by then 
own independent aovereigna 

■I™: . S,,dl “ tl,fi ul W&m when Akber came to the throne in 1556 

ww m, His long and prosperous reign forms a new em m the liktoiy nf India. It a 
f importance, however, to remember that before it vonlraentiii, another even! 
m u : ‘ Idl the ^ture (Many of India ww more deeply involved. lmd oectrrred 
Tbe route to the East by the Capo of Good Hope had b m discovered m i , 
tlutn half a century before; raid the Portuguese had mt the first example of those 
Eurvip'uu settlement which, imitated un i improved upon, were afterwards to 
expand, under British energy and prowess, Into » iimguifmuit empire % ton 
great evcnt. tlmrefore. were we mov to give miHtot attoiitiou wd should only bo 
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following tlie order of tmu.% lull *01110 fldviiiitngt^ in resist of itrmiigvincut will xb, v*z 
be garni*! by continuing the thread of Mahometan namiti vo unbroken to the 
condiwion of AkW* reign, The empire of the limit Mugid, alnn*l (ratin' 
mjiidied during the miafurtune^ < >t H<wiuinyo<in. will ibn-. he mtii not- "nly 
re-eatAblislied, but raised ton degree of splendour which it neverattained before; 
mid it will 111 n>ipHiie'e, lie imueresatiry, ill tracing Eurojjoim progress. to V 
eon,4unL]y turning aside in order to contemplate the internal dmnges which 
were at tlie same turn- taking plum 
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Ifoign fit Altber- 



fKBER might be called a child of the desert, having been bom 
L it Anserkotf, on the edge of it, on the l tt.3i of October, 1 t-. itiat*? 
after his parents with u few follower* had traversed it as 
homeless wanderers, under almost unparalleled privations. Bef* 
lore he wus a year iM lie hecuine a captive ill the bands of an 
uncle with whom hi* father was at war^ awl, while still a mere child* was far 
bamusly placed in the most exposed position on tiie rtmijMirfcg of Cabooh which 
WB8 besieged* in the malicinua expectation that ame ball from the eaimou ni 
t]m> besiegers would de- 


privu him of life His 
captivity was afterward t 
re I Heater Uy renew etl; 
hut a* if he had been 
reserved for something 
great, he passed un¬ 
harmed in the midst of 
danger, and made many 
i ad r-1> read tl i escapes. 11 
anything Jim 11 iceii want¬ 
ing to confirm the belief 
tinit a high destiny a- 

waited bin. it would haw been found in tlte remarkable talent* winch lit! began, 
at an enriv age, tu display Such wore the expectation. which he had excited, 

am . confidence reposed in him, that U was sent into the Punjab in the com- 

m:iiid nf an armv. and V .. . . on the field rf hattk . At tins tune 

lie must have Wet. a mere boy. For when his father dual he was only m Ins 
VuL L 
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fourteenth year. When the melancholy tidings reached him he was absent 
on this eomiUAiicL The necessary &tej*i were immediately taken, mid lie was 
forthwith [ir.^lainiisj as lawful p. (if the throne There was no rival in 

lit# own family to dispute it with him; but In Behram KJjiin a IWkumiw wlm 
hu l stjKwl high in his father.4 d mill fence. and also Ik-cii his own tutor, he found 
a minister who seemed determined to leave him little more them a nominal 
sovereignty, Beh tains talents were of the highest order; and be probahlv 
retainsi t in,' power not for any treasonable purjm^e, last merely because he had 
persuaded himself that the interest of lri* youthful sovereign would thereby be 
most effectually promoted. 

Aklier Wits not the kind of person to lie loro kept in leading-strings though 
he hud prudence enough nut to take auy decisive step lor the purpose of ascajj^ 
ing from thraldom till he was Sure that he would be able to give effect to it. 
At first, therefore, he if ft Bchnun undisturbed, and red% consented to all the 
measures which he retiujumoiihd It is proliahle that in this way be whim a 
eonstiderable gainer; For Behram's experience was great, and must have done 
mudj to extricate Aklier from the cal ties which eneoui|ULv>ed Mm at the 
very outset of M* reign. In the Punjab Sikundur Sur still kept bis ground, 
and declared ids determination to be ^utisHcd with nothing abort of the throne 
ot Delhi; in Cal mob Mirzu Snlimnn of Bmhi kshan had made a sudden irrupt tan, 
and made himself absolute master; and from an opposite direct ton, Heiimn, the 
talented Hindoo minister of the usurper Adili, was advancing tow ards Agra at 
the heed of a powerful army. Against Lhe last, us the uiuk, pressing danger, 
Bfhrnni anti his young sovereign immediately took the field. It was almost, 
too trite; for the Mogul general* had sustained fi severe defeat, am] Hoixioo bad. 
in constejiiimre, nut only captured Agra, but forced his entrance into Delhi 
The contest now about to be waged wore a very ominous aspect for Akbar, 
HU army at the utmost mustered only 20,(HK3 hur*e, while that of the enemy 
exceed al \ 00,001) No wonder that many of the officers urged on instant retreat 
in the direction of Cali hi! The minister and his sovereign shood alone when 
they resolved to risk the encounter. Home addition was made to Akbei s force 
by the arrival of soldiers who had belonged to the defeated de tad mu'ids, hut 
wb«n the armies met his was still fur inferior in numk-tK The decisive tattle 
was fought near Paul put, on the 5th of November, f ood Hontoo began the 
action with bin elephant- and pushed forward with them into Aklier h verv 
centre; but these powerful and unwieldy atiitnaJs acted as they idrjo st iuvnrinbtv 
did when their brat charge faded to produce tkgeneml panic Furimedy attacked 
™ 11 1* by the Moguls, who galled them with lames arrowy and javelins, 

tiny became unruly, and carried confusion into their own ranks, Tim day was 
thus t prickly decided In Akherk favour; but Hanna), mounted on an elephant 
of prodigious Size, still bravely continued the action, at the head of tMOO home 
An arrow pierr* I hi* eye and he sunk senseless into his howdnU. A few mom cut* 
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jsfUfr H bivih^ ctiMtc u* Inm^lF, h« out the arrow, which is «ud to have a.d.m 

brought fhe eys nut Along with it; and in the millsr. of this agony had the 
unmiT nmJ presents i f mind te attempt his escape bv breaking through the Bum 
enemy* line. He deserved to suoecod, bat mu happily foiled, mu I was taken »gMt» 
prisoner, Ha being brought hack, Bahrain Khan urged Akbcr to gain the 
mvied title of Oka y, or Champion of the Faith, by killing him with U» own 
band. He hail tnwi much spirit to do the executioner a office. It would have 
l>een pleasing to add that lie went a step farther, and magnanimously interposed 
his wiwervign authority to.mivc the Hindoo k life. 1 iifortunately, he left him 
ut the will of Bahrain Klim who cut nlf his head at a stroke. 

Immediately after the victory AkLier marched upon Delhi, and entered it 
without oppoaitinu He Imd not mntined long when his present* was iolpora- iuu. 
lively required in the Punjab Sikundur Shah, after defeating one of his 
gitnendu, and obliging him to take refuge in Lahore, had advanced to Kuhmore. 

On Akber'a approach he retired te Munkote, and shut himself up in it ihe 
slrgo was immediately commenced, nnd bad lasted six months, when Sikundur 
Shah, who had been severely wounded, offered to capitedate The terms bound 
1 dm to evacuate the fort, and give his sottas an hftytilge lor Ins future Ijclmvioiir. 

Akber wap happy to i ut thus rid of his must formidable opponent in India. 

Be)iram Ktum, instead of gradually retiring from power ua bis sovereign 
Inline more capable of exercising it, began to presume more than ever on bifl 
wrmm; nnd, as if Akher's consent had not been worth the asking, proceeded 
of his own accord t j > jatss sontenCB ol > loath wnl Ita niahnu mfr on individuals whom 
be regarded as his private enemies One of the pen»na whom he banished wim 
SIollsi Peer Mahomed, the king's own preceptor; urn I, oh if to uaike the act more 
galling, he at once filled up the office which he had thus rendered vacant by 
appointing another preceptor in Ids stead Akber was greatly incensed olid 
Immediately prepared to adopt u meiHUiv which it U probibte he Imd long 
meditated. 

Having gone r.n n liw#» 1"«V iu beginningof IW he «wei«4 .. . 

pretended to lm to received. nmessage from Delhi that his mother wb extremely „,i„ua 
ill. and wished to aw him Immediately *>n arriving la- issued a proclamation, 
announcin'! that he had taken the gwenunent into Ilia own hands, and that 
in future "no nnlen t.ut that* MWtl by hi* authority were to l« obeyed 
Bahrain »t .moo »u- wh.it was intended, mid endeavoured to avert his dnwfiMi, 
l.v sending two of Ids principal friends to make his suhubsion iu the luu.it,lest 
tonus. Akl.-r refused to sac them, and shortly after uhpriaoned them The 
disgraced minister soon found how little he could trust to those who had fro¬ 
nted most by his prosperity, and saw himself rapidly deserted Various schemes 
passed through Ids mind Atone time he thought of proceeding to MaiWabnnd 
setting tl], an independent wivereigtity ; at another, of making tills experiment 
in Bernm], where it might lie easy to expel the Afghans. The pn^ied. in either 
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case, did nut seem very hopeful; and at lust, m* if lie lm«l ulmmloncd til! treason 
uhle designs, he set uut for Oiyerafc with the avowed intention of taking 
shipping mid making tt pilgrimage to Menu Having halted at Nngore, in the 
hope that the king's resentment might Is? withdrawn, he was deeply mortified 
on receiving a message which dkmi***! him from otfiiv, and ordered him t»* 
emitimie his pilgrimage without ddav. 'flic message issaid to luive been in the 
following terms:—*•Till now our mind hurt been taken up wit!i our education 
and tin? amusement* of youth, and it was our royal will tluit you should regulate 
the affairs «»f oar empire. Rut it living our intention henceforward to govern 
our |H<ople hy our own judgment, let our wollwisher withilmw from all worldly 
concerns; ami, retiring to Mecca, fur removed from the toils of public life, spend 
tin? rest of his days in prayer." 

It seems tlmt Behratn Khan lud been travelling with all the insignia of 
office; for. on receiving this message, he returned his state elepluints, banners, 
and drums, and set out. shorn of hi* public honours, for (Injernt Suddenly 
a new thought seemed to have struck him. for. on arriving at Bicnnere, he 
stopped short and retraced his steps to Nugore, Hen? lie l«egan to collect troops, 
and gave such decided evidence of treasonable intentions. that AkU'rsent a body 
ot triMijK. against him. As they uppnmehed he retired into the Punjab, and 
openly raised tin* stamlnnl of revolt He even fought one kittle, but lost it, 
and retired into the mountains of Sewalik. Here the hnpulesnen of his cause 
and perlmjw also remorse for having engnged in it, combined in determining him 
to throw himself on Akliers mercy. He was at once forgiven; and some of the 
lending officers of the court wen? sent to receive him, and conduct him into the 
presence with every mark of distinction. On entering the court he hung his 
turban round his neck; and. advancing rapidly, threw himself iu tears at the 
h-t of the throne Akb «r. giving him his hand, mused him to rise, and placed 
him in his former statinu at the head of the noble* A splendid dresa was then 
given him; and the king, addressing him, offeml him tlmchoioe of a place at 
court. a provincial govermiumt. or liUrty to continue his pilgrimage with an 
escort suitable to his rank. Behratn preferred the last, and set out for Mecca 
with a large retinue and an annual [tension of almut £5000. After reaching 
(iujer.it he halted in the suburb* of Puttun, and turned aside to visit a <*ele- 
brwted spot, called Saliasnak. from the thousand temples in its vicinity. Having 
hired a lmut and a hand of musicians. he spent all night on the hike iu coiu]mnv 
with his friends. As lie was ret u r ni ng in the morning he was accosted liy an 
Afghan, who, pretending to embrace hint, drew a dagger and pierced him to the 
heart It. was an net of revenge for the death of his father, who luid fallen in 
kittle by Itelirmu's sword 

Aklier mrfm showed that, iu taking the government into hi* own linnd, he 
had not presumed too much on hi* own talents. While success almost invariably 
attend**I his aim*, his internal measures exhibited a model of liberal and 
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enlightened administration Whi n bs succeeded he little more than a i> i mk 

tin- territory around Delhi end Agra. together with nn im|>erfect and preearioro 
In, 1,1 of the Punjab During Behram's regency A juicer wns added to his 
dominions without a contest, the strung fort of Gwalior was captured, and the »*«“**- 
Afghans were driven as far east as Juanpoor, after lasing dispossessed of Lucknow 
and a large tract of country on the Gangex. In lo<»0, shortly after the dismissal 
of fiehram Klrnn. Akl>er. from a deem* perhaps to signnlize his full assumption 
of tin* reins of government, resolved to attempt the conquest of Malwoh, 
nn<| with that view despatched an army under the command of Adam Klrnn 
Atka The principality was theu in the jmtMCSsion of Bsiz Bahadur, who 
kept his court at Sarungpoor, when* he had become so much the slave of indo¬ 
lence and pleasure, that the Moguls were within twenty miles of Ins capital 
lieforv he could hi* roused to action Eveu theu his KsUtenoe was feehle; and 


his troops having been routed at the first onset, he fled for Boorbanpoor, leaving 
|»is property and family behind These immediately fell into tho. hands of 
Adam Klum He at one** d isp ose d of them as it lie lmd been absolute master, 
sending only a few elephants to Akber, who was so much dissatisfied that he 
set out without delay to mil him to account Adam Khan, if lie really 
entertained treasonable designs, found them completely frustrated by Akber* 
expedition, and hastened to make his pwwu He had previously, by the 
indulgence of unbridled passion. been the cause of an affecting catastrophe. 

One of the inmates of the haivm was a Hindoo of ampaasing beauty, highly 
accomplished. and «kft,rated as a jHa-tess. After endeavouring in vain to resist 
the importunities and violence of Adam Khan, die pretended to yield, and feed 
the hour of meeting When he arrived it was only to behold her carp*. 
Immediately after the appointment «hc had retired to her chamber, put on her 
most splendid dress, sprinkle*! the richest |**rfum*«. and taken poison. Her 
attendants, seeing her lie down on her couch and cover her free with her mantle, 
thought she had fallen asleep, and did not lieoome aware of the real fart till, 
on the khan s approach, they attempted to waken her. 

Aklier returned to Agra, and shortly after made Malmmed Klrnn Atka ^ 
governor of the Fu.ijab, his prime minister, and conferred the government of hu,.,«» 
Mnlwah on his old pivcepter. Peer Mahometl Khan, whom Behmnt Khan had. 
in n Hi of jealousy, driven into exihv In 1561. while on a visit In a pirated 
shrine i,. Ajineor.* Akber married the daughter of Poomnmul Rajah of Jajpoi*. 
and enrolled both the mjnh and hi* aon among the nobles of his court Tins 
is said to Is* the first instance in which a Hindis, chief was ennobled or placed 
in any position ofl.lgh trust under the government of the Great Mogul. Ak ter. 
before quitting Ajmeer. ditched Miraa Shurf-u-din U™ mvest tl.e 
fbrt of Merta. belonging t» Moldo. Rajah of Murwur: and then set out for Agra 
with Hitch expedition that by taking only six attendants and travelling without 
interruption, lie formed the distance of above 200 miles in three days. 
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tvu Thr °f Herfet proved mare difficult tfmn hotl been anticipated Two 
of the principal duets of Marwor hod thrown themst-lv** into it mid 

““ lacted the. -Ivfciuv with a- much skill nnd valour tbit the miraf s o^tionn. 
tL :‘^ U ™ (nl on with vigour, were completely baffi-d After eocryiiig 
liUTi'.s. under tme «.f the tartum* and making n practice bmidi, he lulvamccd 
t,J tljl ' ftwa * }> ^ wits repulsed. In the morning, when he wjls preparing to 
re “ w *** ,LS3<mlt *<* that in the c».imr of the night the breach had been 
liuiU Tip, Sutni- months had thus passed away when wont of provisions 
compelled the garrison to capitulate. Favourable tern™ were given- but 
Mr,,t lfl tElB n 9 ll,ia 'lisJalning to accept of them, collected oUt> of Ids Mowers, 
mvl after timing whatever they could not take with them, rushed out and 
rut their way through the enemy. About half the nmailer ; the rest 

perished 

Ha* war with iiiu Bahadur, in MnlwaL still wntimied, though he mm at 
T** j pressed that he was obligtfd to «ek a refuge afc Boorhaapoor. 

™ m the limits of Candeisk Still however, he had ao thoughts of peace, 
nnd red unly kept the country in a constant state of ferment and i.hrm by fre- 
pieut ineursjanH, hut by menus of an alliance with the rulers of < 'andeiah and 
*“■ WLSeoahled to Wa the field with so powerful mi arinv that the Moguls 
were obliged to retreat before it Peer Mahomed Khan f II hook on IWnir; 
when, enntmry to the advice wf Ids officers, be resolvod to risk an engagement 
lie Was defeated, and M Ids fife in Attempting to cross tin- NerbuthU- while 

7*. HiLtia ' lm th * P“it ** Agra, W 1 om* more become master 

ol all Mnlwall m | MM Bk triumph was short-lived, for tkt governor of Kaipee, 

hmng appointed to the command. spelled him a second time, and obliged him 
to flee to the Mountains. 

' >uu H"*** di«s«JUe» with wliid, Akber had to eontend, arose from 

rn-alty and strife among his lending ..tflenra ..nned Khan ALka who iia.l 

'’™ 'Hinted minister at Delhi with the title of Shahab-u-ilin ™ bfeh i„ 
i:.vo,,r at coin* for thi* In, was haled by Adam -Khan Klmkn, who eadaa- 
mared tJJ ,,n ' te ™ !ne hinl ; « 1 " 1 for thto purpose bad reMm* t.. inbigms whirl, 
°*T t**"” 1 m )■“ wn 'Iwgmoa Hedetennlned no revere; I111( . , ]]lv wilil , 
th.. mtaiater w» sitting in the hall of aadienee reading tin- Koran, entered and 
lariated hint The niiniater cnttnuwl, as wan hmwL in ™cb dreunmtanoea, to 
i «[.i on without takin g any notice of his entrance, nnd Adam Khun, whether 
foan momentary impnise or prcineditatioo. drew Ida dn^-r , lr „i jj,,, 

to the heart Akber won alee|.tng iriyoi,- of the inner apartments, htHriug 
the n.use mill aseertnining the cattae, rushed out in hi* deeping dn-ss 'niere 
ny the minister weltering in Ms Mood, white the inorden-r stmni. ns if stupitied 
by his own ntroeity, on an mlpining tem.ee. Aklmr's Hist impulse was to 
ilmw ins swonl nn.l ,nit him to death, hot recollecting himself, he returned 
the swor.1 to Its scablsmd Adam Khan took advantage „f the interval to olasp 
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the king's band ami lKg for mercy ; but he shook him off in disgust and ordered a.i> is«i 
his attendants to do summary justice by Hinging him over the parapet 

About this time Aklier himself narrowly escaped assassination. A famous axu* 

" 1 » n( « i a* 

eliief of Turkestan. called M irzu Shurf-u-tlin Hoossein, arriving from Lahore at 
Agra, was received at court with great distinction; but shortly after. Wing 
suspected of treasonable designs, fled to Ajineer ami went into rebellion. On 
the advance of the rovnl army he retreated to the frontiers of Gujenit Oue 
of his rctomers. who happened to be in the neighbourhood of Delhi when the 
royal retinue was pussing along the mad. joiued it; and, looking upwards, fixed 
an arrow in his bow ami pointed it towards the skv, as if he were going to shoot 
at some object in the air. The attendants, thinking he was aiming at a bird, 
did not interfere, and he had time to lower tl»e how and lodge the arrow deep 
in the flesh of Akber's shoulder. The assassin was immediately cut to pieces, 
and the arrow was with some difficulty extracted. Tim wound, though deep, 
did not prove serious, and healed over in about ten days. 

Shortly after AkWr set out from Agra on a hunting excursion. This was his vMk 
ostensible object, but his real design was to nip in the bud an insurrection which 
wns meditated by Abdullah Klinn Usliek the governor of MnlwAh He acoord- 
ingly turned suddenly aside, and in spite of tlie rainy season nm.le an incursion 
into that province. He had only reached Oqjein when Abdoliah Khan, taking 
guilt to himself, marched olf with his forces and treasure tor t .ujenit- Akber 
cliivalrouslv pursued with a siutdl body of hoise, but met with so tutuh opposi¬ 
tion that he was obliged to Cdl back on Mando. The annoyance caused by this 
Uabek was said to Imve given Akber « rooted dislike to the whole race; and it 
was generally rumoured that he meaut to seize and imprison nil the Uzbek chiefs 
The consequence was n general Uslek revolt In a short time the insurgents 
mustered 40.0(H) horse, with which they ravaged the territories of Bcmr and 
Juanpoar. One of the leaders of the revolt was Asuf Khan Hcroy, governor 
of Kum. Shortly after Ids appointment he ol.tain.sl Remission to sulsluc a 
country called Gurrah, which was at the time governed by Doorgawutty, n ranee 
or Hindoo queen, as celebrated for beauty as for ability. The aggression appears 
to have been unprincipled, for the only reason assigned for it is that Asuf Khan 
had heard of the riches of Gurrah Alter several predatory excursions lie invaded 
it with a force of about 6000 l.otse and infantry. The queen, opposed lum with 
.,» army of 8000 horse and foot, and 1S00 elephants. The battle was sangmnary 
and well contested. tiU the queen, who was mounted on an eleplumt, was struck 
by an arrow in the eye and disabled from giving orders. Determined not to fall n-u * 
into the lian.ls of the enemy, she plucked a ilagger from the girdle ot her elephant o-™. 
driver and stabbed herself. Her capital was immediately taken by storm, and 
her infant sou trampled to death Asuf Klum obtained an immense booty ... 
gold and jewels but sent only a small part to the royal treasury, and was thus 
able, on joining tl.e revolt, to add largely to its pecuniary resources 



tlLSTORY <JV 


[ltei>K 1. 


1*8 

ls “'_ Akber. finding that little progress wan mode by Ms otHww in tiuppre®ing 
llift revolt, 'Wrmined to taks (bo field in [leraou A fcv^r, with which lus va.^ 
obli ^ d ltim return to A-m, where be remained till April, 1566. and 
trifcfitjL thou r&wmned tliu campaign. Taking a select body of lion-*-, 1m proceeded by u 
t'lrivl march toward Lucknow, iu the hope of surprising Sikundur Khun, hut 
Unit rebel duel, having received warning, evacuated the place anil joined Ids 
confederates, Several ol these, worked upon hy emissaries from Akl^r, who 
always displayed groat dexterity in breaking up any eonfedcnM^formed agmnat 
him, abandon^! the cause its hopeless, and mark their submission ■ but n form id 
able opposition was still offered by Bahadur Khan Seefetany, win.*, after cro&dng 
die Jumna and raking disturbances in the Donb, etifcmntered tin* rayaliat 
geneiul, Heer lli^z uol-Mwlk, in the i>]x j ii lie hi. The myaiLsts were at first 
Miicoesafu]- and, iu the full confide nee of victory, commenced tin- pursuit without 
observing any order. Bahadur Khan immediately seizei the advantagfi, and 
cliduge 1 his defeat ititr■ ;l victory'. *>i> complete that Akberk first tidings of tile 
lesult were received from Meer Mdz himself; who never halted in Jiia Hight till 
he joined him at Lourjugc, with the wreck of his arms’. 

™T The W w «* ^™tly aggravated by its indirect L tibcts-^ome of the coukd- 
r '.‘ J iuTii'.i emfces, who had mad* their submission, conceiving new hopes, and again joining 
the i vy- »J t Among th®6 was K bn it Zuinau, who im media Eely ikvu| ai-d UI j uti - 

poor an 3 the adjoining count ry. Akber set out against him with idl expedition, 
i'Mt Balin'I ur Khan taking advantage of his absence, advanced to Juan poor and 
captured it by tssealailc. Ibis disaster seeming the more Serious of the two, 
Akhci retraced his steps, ami hy the junction of forces from the loyal provinces, 
WlS * J011 [Lt the ljertl1 mi away strong enough to enwh the rebellion. Bahadur 
Khan accordingly evacuated Juanpoor and lied toward Benares, from which he 
sent an offer of submission. Tim offer ™ accepted; for all Akherk leanings 
wen- t,i tins generons&i*, but on this occation tua leniency was cum..-] t«. mi 
extreme When the king, after having given Ilia royal word of pardon, ordered 
him and his brother Khan Znnmu to appear at court, the latter answered that 
ayume for his past offences alone prevented him from appearing in the praetuieti. 
til! time should have convinced his majesty of lib loyalty; hut that when the 
kmg should return to Agra, both Ik and his brother Bahadur Khan would at n 
future time, ]i&y tli^ir resijwcbt' There was no sincerity in these words, tor the 
brotbeci were only endeavouring to gain time, and took the first op T K>rt unity of 
revolting and setting upon Gurrah. 

Ti,e 1WKt dtwrter to which Akber* attention was specially called was OaliooL 
It was in the hands of his hall-brother. Mahomed Hakim Minn, who was 
threatened by Suliman Him, chief of JBudukshan, and sent a message to Akber, 
earnestly soliciting his aid A strong reinforcement ivas accordingly sent; but 
lx:i< re it arrived the struggle wan over. Suliman Muza had mad* good Ms 
throat, by attacking f *botb and Mahomed Hakim Him bad been compelled 
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to evacuate it In his retreat he took the direction of the Indus, and was ad i im. 
ungrateful enough to endeavour to compensate himself for the loss of Cabool by 
seizing upon Lahore. This he was more readily tempted to do. because he 
believed that Akber’s hands were fully occupied in the eastern provinces by the 
Usbeks. Tlie attempt uj)on Lahore was made; and. though it failed, appear- An.twwjs 
antes were so nlanning that Akber postponed a projected expedition against the 

dcicalrd 

Usbeks in the Donb, iind in November, 156(1. directed his march mto the 
Pimjab. In the dead of the night Mahomed Hakim Mirzn was awnkened by 
the noise of drums and trumpets; and, calling to usk what it meant, was told 
that the citizens of Lahore were manifesting their joy at the intelligence they 
had received of Akber’s approach. Without waiting to learn more, he mounted 
his steed in the utmost alarm and, taking Ills cavalry along witli him. was off 
on the instant for Cabool. Fortune was far more favourable to him than he 
deserved; for on arriving he found tliat his enemy. Suliman Mir/a, hud retired 
to Budukshan for the winter, leaving Cabool very imperfectly defended. The 
consequence was, that he recovered it as quickly ns he had lost it 

The absence of Akber in the Punjab was no sooner known to the Usbeks 
than they put themselves in motion, took Canouge and Oude, and extended »m<t. 
their conquests in all directions. He therefore hastened Lick to Agra, and 
having collected his troops, set out for Juan poor. Khan Zumun Klmn, when 
this startling intelligence reached him. was engaged in laying siege to the fort 
of Sheergur He immediately raised it, and. with his brother liahadur Khan 
Seestany, who was besieging Kurra. cr.«*d the Ganges in full retreat to Malwah, 
intending either to join some insurgents who had appeared in tliat province, 
or to fonn an alliance with the kings of tin? Deccan. Akber. fully alive to the 
magnitude of the danger which thus threatened, determined, if possible, to 
overtake him Such wns his haste that, on arriving nt the ferry of Muneepoor, 
and finding no boats in readiness, he mounted his elephant and plunged into the 
stream. One hundred of his body-guard imitated his example; and though 
the water was then high, they all readied the opposite bank in safety. At the 
head of this small party Akber proceeded, and had actually come in sight of the 
enemy’s camp before he was reinforced by the garrison from Kurra. 

The enemy, never imagining that Akber would venture to cross without his tu^ 
array, felt perfectly secure, and had accordingly passed the night in festivity. 

They were first brought to their senses by the ominous sound of the royal 
unfam, or kettle-drum. Though completely surprised, they were so superior in 
numbers that the contest was for Rome time doubtful, and Akber was in gnat 
|>ersonril danger; but his elephants, advancing ropidh into the mil it 
confbeed hulks, left the enemy no time to rally Khun Zrnnan, while emlenvour- 
iag to extract on arrow winch had wounded him. fell with \m home, end wo* 
trampled to death by on elephant Hi* brother, Bahadur Khan, wee taken 
prisoner; and on being brought ln-fora the king, who eekcri him what injury he 
Vou L 
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a ». isj* bad sustained to justify him in again drawing tin* swnrd, simply replied, Hl Praise 
be to God that be tins rescued me once more to see your majesty s ci>antcmmee.“ 
Tills impudent hypocrisy bid saved him on tt former occasion, but it m»\v proved 
unavailing; for wane of the offieens, afjfuld l^rhipH of a renewal of the king's 
ill-judgtti leniency, put him to death without orders The revolt of the Usbefea 
being now considered at an end Akber returned to Agra in July, loh? 

■ ; -r Aklatr next marched against Runn < >odv Siti& who had hitherto refused to 

OyEUKir. , 

acknowledge the Mogul supremacy, Fie immediately directed his Htejat aguinst 
Ohittoor, in Rajpoutana. Th- rana quitted it lief ore Ills arrival and retired 
into the mountains, but left it. amply provisioned ami sir-.jjply <_rurrisutied by 
81KHJ Raj| mmj ts. 11 was imnic< 1 1 ately invote*3 by Ak 1 Hi-, wlunppnradios are 
Kiiil to have been made m the most scientific manner, in the mode reeommeiwled 
by Vaub.ur and practised by tlie beat tiiiginLMirs of modern times. After arriving 
near the walls by means of zigzag trencher anti stulfed gabions, two mines 
were carried under bastions, filled with gunpowder, and fired The stoi-nujig 
party advanced, and, finding a practicable breach, divided, with the view of 
entering both breaches at. oiica. Fiein some cause only oog of the mines bad 
exploded and the second division was dose upon the other when the second 
explosion took plane, and 500 of the Moguls were blown into the .air. The 
conwqneiwe was, that both attacks failed 

.\LtKV»ii,*)u Akberk spirit generally rose with the difficulties lie encountered, and he 

J:»grant 

immediately began to ran new mines and carry on other works. One even¬ 
ing while they were in progress he perceived JagmuL the governor, siijnsriU’ 
tending the repair of the breaches by torch-Light Seizing u matchlock fn m 
one of his attondaiita, be fired with so sure an nim as to lodge the ball in 
Jngmid's torch e:ul Tin- garrison were at cnee seized with despair, and erecting 
a funeral pile far the dead body of their chief, buttled their wives and chili Iren 
along with it AhWr, aware of what was going on, ordered his men forward to 
the breaches under the cover of night Not a smd HppeHivd. and they entered 
the fort without opposition. The Rajpoots had retired to their temples, and 
there, disdaining to accept of quarter, perished to a man 

Akbera children had hitherto died; but in log'), shortly after he had made 
a pilgrimage to a celebrated shrine nt Ajmeer, and paid a visit to Sheikh Selim 
OiLshty. in the village of Sikni, Ins favmuiLe sultana gave birth to his son 
Selim. In the fallowing year onotlrer son, whom he called Murad was born to 
tuiiL Aft both birth'* had token place in the village of Sikra, ho regarded it salt 
particularly propitious spot, and selected it :ls the site of a city, which at a later 
period received the name of Futtijwir, 

Gujarat had long Ijeen tern by mt*.-aline faction^ and also become a common 
asylum for nil the chiefs who had risen in rebellion against AkbeFs government. 
Having therefi^re resolved to inarch ngnmst it in person he set out in Septan- 
Ikt, Pultun mid Alunc tid ad fell ®to his bauds without n blow'. At 
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B&rotu-h and Surat mutters wore a more threatening ajijxjimnee, Jtrmhiin .11 > nr* 
Hooesein Mirai being near the one, and his brother Mahomed J:I-tK.ns*o-i]i Mirza 
near the oil ier, each al the head of an inde] indent army. On Akber a approach 
towards B&rooeh, lbraliim sud¬ 
denly quitted the place, ami bet 
out by a circuitous route to 
roach the Punjab, where he 
hoped to raise an instmed-k'iL 
Akber, informed of lib inten¬ 
tion, immediately adopted one 
of thoue cluvalrie resolutions 
wliieli, liotwitkatimdliig the suc¬ 
cess which usually attended 
them, cannot be justified against 
the charge of rad mesa It wo# 
nine o'clock nt night when he 
heard of Ibrahim's departure. 

Immediately, taking only a small Indy of horse,, lie hastened off to intercept 
his retreat On reaching the M hen dry, which niu.s by the town of SurtnL 
he found his party reduced to forty troopers, and saw Ibrahim on the opposite 
I tank with 1000. At this moment Akber was joined by seventy additional 
trooper?. He expected more, but refused to wait for them; and crossing the 
river, he advanced to the charge Many acts of individual henukm were 
]icr fora led, particularly by* smiie Hindoo rajahs, who, proud of the confidence 
which Akber had placed in Lhetn, were eager to justify it; but none behaved 
more chivalrously than the king himseLf, who repeatedly engaged the bravest 
of LU enemies slnglediauded. and charged right against Ibrahim, who, shunning 
the encounter, only saved himself by the fleetrusw of his horse. 

Satisfied with this achievement, Akber. instead uf attempting to pursue the ftttD|im**ipn 
fleeing enemy, waited till hi* army arrived, and then proceeded to lay siege to ™4t in u,* 
Surat- A valiant resistance mw at iin>t throftiemd; hut as soon us the batteries; J “ jl 
were ready to open, the inhabitants surrendered Meanwhile Ibrahim Hoocssl-jii 
M irza carried out his scheme of attempting tin insurrection in the Punjab. On 
learning his arrival, Hoosaem Koolly Khan. Akber s general, who was besieg¬ 
ing Nagtuwte, Immediately raised the siege and pursued him through the 
Punjab to Tatto on the Indus. lie prolmbly thought that he hod made his 
escape, or believed Koolly Khun to be more distant than he was, for Instead of 
continuing bis flight, he set out on tv hunting excursion. On his return he 

tTLis toQib * IL> mu-M toy AItbar t#ShrikL Solim, will * inagniflMrtt duiitor JL ahaurnl within 
tn pi*ti tpAr f ,it the pr,ny. ra of th I* Loir ni an. It m it- The Mrertp&ifiw i »iw 1 hv twJjr u iutkf«l 

a, vcrv I’,, ,■ i e if i[ tiul* in the £*idris vt a within »kikm-p i.f aurblr, Ewr*w) kilo lattice nark, 

jIiib qnndrajL-lii RTStojt iqaan, nirroundBd ttf a Swfty Jind MM with mdUur-t^pBi), 
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found hU camp stormed, and tiis brother Muwuj hI ' ^ » prfrtoner He 

resolved to re trie vo the day or pariah, anil made nun, mto onsets; hut 

bring repulsed at every point, dtserirfted, amt tied t^i SluMum Here, after Wn.j 
severely wounded and taken prisoner b> » UriorH-hep, he wili delivered up u< tL-- 
anverutir of Moot tan, who short! v after beheaded I dm Hi.- 1mm I wm sent to 
Agro, sun! hy Akber's order |iltu_^-■ 1 alwiye ate- of its galea 

In duly. 1573, the affairs of Gujerfit were again thrown. into disorder by 
the utiton o! cat of it-> former rim-fo with Mahomed Hoossein Mtm. Three 
L-.-ijl'-l-t-m. - afti.T overrunning st-vr:f:d districts felt strong enough to attempt 
the siege of Ahmad itbad Tlie presence of Akbor seemed absolutely necessary, 

hit it form! liable utvftmde was indie way. The rainy ."season had cnmuituiticd. 
and the inarch of n large army was imprueiitsfolo. In these cinu instances, tie 
made one Of ihuse decisive movements for which he had become fiunviiH. Sending 
offfl body nf 2000 I'hi^ui ItOfSB, he followed rapidly with a ivtiinm of 3d(J 
persons, chiefly nobler mounted on corntls and acuompiniad hy le i Iiors^ 
Haring come up with the main Wh at Put tun, he found that hi* whole force 
tuUBtorod flOOCl Without halting lit set forward for Ahinedabad, while a swift 
ntcaaengor hiwteaed before to make the gurajn aware of hk apiwtudi. The 
enemy fir*! Je irned ti by the -aimd of Ida drum; and though astonished nUive 
measure, prepared for action. Leaving 5000 horse to wuteh tlie gates and pre* 
vent a sally. Mahomed set out with 7000 horse Akbur ut tirst waited, in lb ■ 
t‘X|Ketaiion that, the garriunn wo aid join him but on learning that thin wils not 
to lie expected. he urasseJ the river and drew up on the plain Tlie battle vvu-S 
fiercely contested, and 'vjb not derided ttll the king, with his b ody guard of l (So 
niritj. made an attack in flank an Mahomed, who, lining aU presence of mm d 
turned bis back and Hod. The rout now became general M-j homed. wounded 
in ilie face and m-am Led iui a horse which lied also been wounded, attempted to 
p a hedge, but both fell, and he was made prisoner Several peraonu laving 
eJjdtii to the honour of the capture, Ale her put the question to himself — u Wbo 
took yatiT M abound. holding ilmui his head* replied. li Xnbody The curse 
of ingiiitiLud' avert d: nut" He sp'dte truth, and paid the perialty, for before 
Akbor had given any Orders reapocting him, Rajah Roy Sing in whose charge 
he had been left, put him to death. The siege Ahraedahul Was immediately 
raised, and Akber entered it in triumph 

In the emiTM! of this yni; Daw rah I Khan, son of Sulhiian Kimny, ruler o£ 
Bengal, took tip anna Mrxmyim Khan, sent by Akber against him, diiriiUd 
him Mscivral j.-Et-. and coupe)led him to alga a treaty. Akber, didikbig 
the term- refupu.Nl to ratify it. and inristod that Dmv(kd Khun should either be 
eXpflUed or obliged to pay tribute. He prom bed the latter, but it was imavlv 
to grin time; nud as toon aa He to. night liimtotf strung tmough, he resumed 
besiilitiea |llonriyiiu Khan lignin defeated him, took h(p of tJoat.y and. 
after tlia O ridge?. laid fifoge to Putni Akbir, Ll. in king lib ptewoco 
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required, loft Agra in the middle of the miiiSt and set out with us. inMiy In’tops 
m could be embarked in lUUO iKjwtii On arriving witMn 11 few mdes of Patna 
hi: had the a&lihiiurtiou to loam thul, ill couAmjOuntiC of Moonyiin h SUCCOR, it was 






OJX the [K>iut yf l*jmg OVUCtlUtud lllijv [HHH Oil tin: opposite tfhk of OlC Obliges, 

Juldod without, rcsbuiuoa Dnwood Khan, thus defeated at nil pointy 
IIUt ke Eenus; hut Akber tutted “in Wm tineonditiomd aubmisBion* At 
ttiis iuue time observing to hU» ma^enger. “Tell iMwood Khun I have a thou- 
xaji'l m till in iuv ui mv as good iw luv and it lie b disposed Ui put Lhe ill it t" 
Lyu; in Mingle comtat, L will mysdf meet him." DjlwuikI Khun laid no ilea cd 
diis maiim-i of uebtfing the swnUak and made a ptxdpiiate retreat to Bangui 
In tl 13 pursuit 400 Of hi* elephant.- were taken AkU-r now returned to Agn,; 
lu ] .Viin:i\ im fvhtm, continuing to pmaxiate the buhjugntitiii. of Bengal obliged 
Do wood Khan Lo 
toko refuge m 
Grisafc. Ultimately 
he was overtaken 
on the shores of the 
Bay of Bengal, and 
obliged to submit 
The Lomu we re 
that he should re 
[monish uli jireten- 
si ana to Bengal rind 
Be! tar, hut retain 
1 Jriu&i elili i UulUek. 
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Moonyim Khan ™ ^ ori*« smr. 

nppoiute I governor 

of Bengal, and removed tin. seat of government tnuii Khownsjpoor l an da 1 •-■ 
Gottti which had lieen the capital till it wan nbandoiiKd rm account of ite in- 
salubrity He had I Hotter hove left matters a.-i he found them, fur he scuii 
fell a victim to the elimute, au l won succeeded by Hooesein Kn- ■! ly Khan. » 
Tuorkomou, who bore the title nf Khan JaintfL 

Before Uoossem Kudly Khan had taken actual nf bin government, 


I H XWktdl fchn exuul uf LLfi tiiLn*. nf Goar nl ilnf 
mud iwKKutbUi r-Uculaiioa, it ;i ii.>i j« a tluua 
li ,,1 j Lu IctUfttl [FmftM L-..ijX ot Uw 

r llQg«ll, JilUl fnim twin WkLlipw in lirRfcltti. Sj-VFTil 
vtUk^ti »'jui 1 on part of it* iilr; ti,& niuiLUkter h 
eiOjffr fflvcir.1 *Elh ihm lialntjutcm* ■>! 

Eiji'n in.) i.Out .*[J tif prey. ^ hrctiiiir tniVll 

Ittinl, 4 li<na mil it aKicdj *if britt-an r, 

Tt# prinnirol rain* lina.l well lilatk 

uurirld *Ubantdly uid two ruir* a( lUt 

r i U | h 1 vr [,icl. RT^ rtriti H»l r ^ ^ (L 7 TE; “- C 

lU.ri. v ahi s- \nv few idnira «.| -ir to tlf.r 
^luralior. to Uxe ^I’l^c “t t^ir Ohi^tulI*, wbJdi d-j* 


t^ i [[iirkc 1 ftl»l& ami iiion: iliflicTiVs i * M'lwfal-E, lLs.n 
iIiak* nf tc«- urilLiWETj 1-t.L L IjuilllEixJi. wLiulj liive 
liCft, 3.ti!l rnjiliSiUf to Exi aji utiek of HlBriihiftdOe. 
am] *fr tr-xurj-orinJ U> Mul-I*, xml 

otict j luft-A furii■■' tinll'Jinf- TLr Mtn» 

• j,i r in f Ui.p'F «JU I.I.'bU mm C-L.jillH frjf UtL' ErfJlitJl 
i,.| fijLil Itlihar Jij LudicU mil -K« 

mrait, Miw UnjjLci.y if cEfi.-nl wlLk n'hficiri to ilii? 
1 .4 .u I ■ till |WfO II f lij'-J [ :r -"'in ,!. -i-il V if Hi"* 
junciini:. ’'I tU fritsLipul riTri^ Uol uo[h|hmt Uvul 
titr*ai)iMarTinUnJ nas i^ieKiii li.rwliiu-ii tV«p- 
tlhnri Urawl." MmjmtUetuidf 1 ;•!!)!««! ii»Tli"t«- 
t.,n'« (lUirtttrr<af iudin. 
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UftWthjil K ban, having leagued with several AfgEmn duets, appeared ut the I lead 
uf 50,000 horse* and ruiouk the greater [>nrt uf [ieiigaL Tils poetetitiion, htuvuver, 
was only iirviLtUiULiy; for, in a buttle fought shortly after, he wan defeated, 
Milieu primmer, and put to death. The insurrection wsa aril] headed by some 
Afghan chiefs, aud several sanguinary bat Lies were fought; Emil ultimately llo- 
Moguls proved, everyw here triumphant The- h-rt of KhoUs, in fckhar, which 
iititl long held out. was obliged to sumituht’, and Bengal and Buh&r worn 
formally iiujorjHjratod with thu empire of the Great Mogul, though i.hev botli 
continued to lwe from time to time, the seats of formidable jnsurTvetiuna 
'fin Lad hitherto itn tin- nu •- t ]..et .-r;-:i.:e, J with A plains who Lad jf-d 
thither when the Afglum dynasty wan driven in mi the thnme of Delhi; hat 
when tht.'LL" hostility had ceased to be formidable, Ltje Mogul chiefs themsolvte 
begun to give coiiridcr&ble trouble, first quarrelling wills AkWis liimndid 
urrnbgenwnt* and then making open war by upjieiiring in the field in 1570, 
with ail aniby of30,000 niuiL After an imtsUue war, which the Afglintis again 
i iLbleavuuri-d to turn to account. tninijuiliitv was restored 

While AkW* officers were thus occupied in Bengal, he was himself obliged 
ti.i man'll to tin- nurtEi -w.-.dem provinces; iu consequence of a now attempt by 
his kalbhhither, Mahomed Hakim Hilza, to make himself muster of part of the 
Punjab Mahomed had advanced as lar as Lahore and hud siege to it, when the 
urrival nf Akbrr at Chiliad disconcerted all bin schemes, and he hasten d back 
to Cubool He had so often before escaped iu the same way, that Akber deter¬ 
mined not to let him off so easily; and after crushing the Indus, continued lib 
mardi Upon tkbool itsaJC which he entered in triumph in J57Sk Mahomed was 
now at his mercy; but on making his siihmmriou, received more hivoumblu 
tenns than he desenrtid, uitd was left in pot^tesriou uf hts capital,, while the royal 
army set out on ite return. Qn this occasion Abber built the .foil of Artodfc; & 
short time id ter he built the li>rt of Allahabad, at Urn junction of the Jumna 
mi cl Ganges. 

Alter MmiSurtur Shah, this former ruler of Gqjemt, had been forced to 
abdicate, lie was taken to Agra, and m fur ingratiated hhuadf with Akber that 
be was presi nted with uu extensive domain, and allowed to reside upon it Hi- 
aeamed satisfied; but hi 1581, when new trouble arnso in Gujerat, ho wm* 
worked iijn>ii by m»u« of the iorargenta, mid Hudckidy quitted Hindoostan for 
the purpose of attempting to recover his lont throne. Thus headed, the itouir- 
Ttction aixui became fonindubh-, and the n>ynl generals were <vhliged to retreat 
northwards t-i Puttuii, leaving Mi™iffirr in jKWBtsrion of Aiiiie dulwid. Burundi, 
and nearly the whole uf the prmdiitet An army, sent under Mirzu Khun, mn 
of tii& bite Bclmuo Kh a n , tedovm-d a large portion dfwhat Umi la-eu Jr^t * hm 
MoomJfur, retiring into the more innocesdble 3 :m ,d the pgninHiiEu, main tain wJ 
himself in a kind of indepundmeo tor sevctnl years 

In IS85, iialioraod Hakim Mirao haring died. Akber immediately aai out 
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to take pocsorai'm <«f i "ct 1 m nil. In tliis. he found tm difficulty; but Ju* immediately a it i>t 
after imdcilnnk another task, which brought him Into coUinon with tribes of n 
mure warlike eluiracter than ha bud, p re vit taifly encountered, ami called for bis avw* 
ntrnfjwr. dcill rind prowi-^ < 1 lihuim-, with is- beaullfiil valley, tempted id* , r . 
ambition, mid ]il- msotved to make a etiaquest «>f it The circumstances were 
fiiviuinibb’> fa db*4in>vioEm hud broken nut in the reigning family, and the whole 
kiwrdom was tom nunruler liy conten din g factions, But the fiujjlitics foraon- 
ijiUMji tlui.i idfurdod were greatly eotmtenucted. by the phyMual features of the 
country, It lie* embosomed among lofty mountain chains Mid is Jim^$dhlc 
only through perilous posses. At first Akher. then at Attoek ws# contented to 



Arm. a. fhmi W«! liaut at Vignys full v, uiiitRR,i 

blind fonrtird n detachment of Ids unity. It succeeded in penetrating through a 
p.wti which hail not tan guarded; hut a threatened want of provision*, and the 
sudden setting in of winter with iv heavy full of snow so intimidated the officers 
in ivmimiid that they hastily conducted a treaty hy which Cashmere nominally 
acknowledged the Mogul supremacy, hut was left, in every other rvspOCt, in bill 
p:Ksr-ssir>n of hs former tilde juttidencft. 

This treaty was utterly at variant with AkWs views; und hr. therefore <vw,.- 

» “ s ■LUjUVj'ii-Jfl I 

not only refused to ratify it but. in the h i lowing year 15*7), *&d a. ^mm\ 
maiding army, tie o- aiiinaml- r of which, hy dexterously availing himself of the 
intestine ilinnW mm, was within fbo passes without a struggle, nnd 

afterwards made an easy oompiest, Tlie king, having Ijare-n raptured, wjw 
enmflnd ilium ig the noble* * if Delhi, and sent to live on n domain assigned him 
in Bcliur CMhmere. robbed of it-s inilt'jmhili'rti'i 1 , wbieh it bad liiftinijunod for 
nearly HKM) years, U-cuine merely u Mogul previnQH 

Tjif Rtnwbs in ihk niuuter wen- not yet. over; for Akher s ambition . 
ftxttuide*!. to tliO' feiibjiijijuticni, not, merely of t 4isiimw - p Ymt m tin* Afglmii 
miumtain districts which ctuarcte the plain of Feshnwer Hie most, pOWvrfill 
of the Afghan trita Jn rhi* direction were the Yonauufeyes or Eun&efe. who 
pmafed die northern part of the Fesliawer plain. w*l the mountain tenwws 
which rise rihove it Mid »tretoh U-uk to t)ie n'nuy ridges of the Hindoo Koodr 
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The Mogul army employed in the expedition against thfe Afghan tribe was 
commanded by Zein Kbnn Kohn who allowed himself to Ins twin pi. ft ■!> di rested, 
nTu.1 had great difficulty in reaching the royal camp at At took. Rajah Beerhul. 

a h pedal favourite iff Aklwr. purii-bcd on this 
occasion; ami the monarch im<l thus to etidun* 
not merely the mortification of defeat, but the 
deep grief, which lie could nut but- fed, at the 
less of one of his newt valued friendfe. The 
Yoosoofzyes, having failed to improve their 
victory, wre ultimately obliged to make anise 
sf.-ri of submission, which appears to have lwun 
mure fl .nmid than real The Roslinyes or Rooaheo 
nias. another of the mountain tribee, headed by 
a leader of the name of Jelnln, made a still more 
valiant defence, but were also at last obliged to 
submit While this Aiglinti contest, was being 
waged Akin r was extending and consolidating 
his empire m other dtttrtintUL Inking iidvnn- 
tage of diissenrirms in Scinde, he in 15JH sent 
Mir/ji Khun with llu. inv ailing army from Lahore, 
to enter it from the north, mid lay siege to the 
fort of Betanut* Mir/n Jaay Beg, then ruling 
in Srinde, advanced with a numerous, army and a indn of artillery. After 
arriving within twelve miles of the Mogul camp, he sent forward 100 boats 
filled with wtUlfiTy- 
men and archers, 

In make ati attack 
Mirza Khan had 
only twenty * five 
I Hints at command; 

I nit, taking advan¬ 
tage of I he ni ght, 
came tipriii the ene¬ 
my by surprise, and 
midiJcUnd him to u 
precipitate (light. 

Mimv Jjuiv (W be 

■■ “ 

ruiBt, in future, 
more cautious; and 
haring brought 

down life whole fleel, landed *m a swampy ground, width, at high water, became 
inaccessible Here lie ^fully reafeted all attempts to dislodge hhn; and 
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jiL Uu + Sttutt diiie, wliiJe ho kept ilia osm ojrnimimr*htiona open, s- mtejTUpied in ijm. 
tl K)W ; nt’tb- titii! tln:v ^eire unalilif [-■ iilUmn Lii^ U(**s&5suy supplfe*. In 

dn*k eifcumSteOteH, Mirai lvh;ui hnE no alternative Init to divMo hi* amiv\ 
taking part «f ii to TtilUi, wliib the i«tniuiii.lttr cantoinftfl the siege. Mirza. 

Jimv Beg, tin® to tesame Lin utfeiusive. ludi tin- rul vantages of hi* 

[iL^Itiun, uu l wan filially eaught in a trap, which compelled him ti> now | it of 
any U-rmH ..f dm l tlio Mogul* du>M? to ilietaio. TTis kingdom Uh^uuc ti 

Mogul province, and lie tiuiLusdf exchanged Ids position iis n king h«r that of TS ^j*« 
aii tifti^-r in Qiu Miigttt wrviod In this war lit? w said to (jam employed some 
I’urtiuucMs ftildkre, awl i»> Imre hud 21)0 nmivi*<lr«^w<;il usEui»iM.iBia. Thaw* 

JLUIV )k: regno 1I 1 us tin? tiist Sepoys ml India 

li I,tw. lieeu mentioned June Hootoayiwu. Alcb>i's father, after obtaining maw-' 
iiiililiUY aid from tin.* Shrdi of Persia, on condition of making tin* .WBipiertf im.rv™» 
nf Kiiiiilalmr and ceding it to that monarch, refused (■> fulfil life agreement, 
mill kept till? n i hi [Most to himself ltitonud trouble* [irevented the slwli from 
MMfttng tlio injustice at till? time; but the dmimstonces afterwardi. l«cune 
favourable, and Kandahar (Mused to rureiu shortly after Akher's accession. It 

-1-i ill ibis [motion til! lSflf win ii Akber. taming the IVisiaM dfaMuJoa* 

to inu>ijmit. was ublo to iuilki! iiinsttr I' “I tin town nod inrltory 

without being obliged n. strike a 1‘1-w, till. IVreiiin prince who held till! fort 
being miiu-nb.i to rarfiiingi! life ["■ session b r '• 0 - ••.••ini-.-nr if MooltiUl :u. I 


a conunnnd in tile Mogul army. 

In the whole of ln*liEi north ..f (lie Nerbuddn, Mogul supremacy was now 
completely esUihUshuiL It was otherwise in the Down; sad to it, therefore, 
Akbefs attention wan now earnestly turned. In 153B lie hail availed himself of 
an opportunity to interfere in the inten.nl concerns of Alunedauggar; and had 
endeavoured, tlmtigh without success. to aid « elninauit in obtaining tlie llinsa*. 
In i.j!*t) lie had recourse t.. a much more formal proceeding, and sent mul.iissti- 
,]„ four different courts—Ameer and Boortunpoor, Ahmednuggur, ifajapoor, 
and Blmgnagur, the modem Hyifemhiul—ilcaiflieliiig on acknowledgment of 
In* aiprcimev When a common refusal was given, he only received the answer 
which ho bed anticipated, and far which he was prrp«..'.i K-r the »v..w.-l 
[impose of reducing them to subjection. Mima Khan was immeiliatdy sent 
ninth with an army He proceeded fire. ... Man,fa. Mcanwlule « m.swenger 
hii.| arriveil from ii-rlifili. King of Alim.Htm.ggur, win, had livci tor Mima time 
ill exile at Akber'a court, announdag hi*entire suhtuireiiin. His death havnig 
token [dan* shortly ufier, in 1394. and Ids son and miasm* having fallen «n 
(.attic, . disputed' .accession took plane, and the miafetor, who favoured the 
Mm of .1 l«.y of the name of Ahmed, applied far areWsnee to Akl-tr. son. 
Prince Mnraii JOnU, then in Oqjetal The prince, by Ids fathers ■ nh-re, 
immcdiatoly p„t hi* army in motion and marched for the Decani, taking the 
■lireetbii cif Ahnu'iliuj^fiir.. 

VuL L 




Aklrefrirttfnrt 
c;i[irc 3 i,),r> 
ih the 
Th^nha,. 
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Tin- miniate Mourni Mmiju, who 1 silled m tills. Foreign aid. hud repented ul' 
Lfit? step and tbiTt Uirr prepared lo meet the prince art if he Imd come Out sis li u 
idly hut as tin enemy. Having provisioned and otherwise prepared for the 
defence ejf Ahmedmiggur, lie gave the oitumiiEid of it to the PrimsChandl 
Beeby. TivIim mu E heei i queen and dowager-regent of the ludgldw mring kingdom 
of Bejnpoor, and mnre hfd toward the Bojufioor fruatier with the remainder 
ut the annv. Prince Murad Hirai and Miron tClum having united, tlseii lutein, 
mrt tliis altered circMm&ium*s by laying aside their ustciisibltj dniructer as 
nnxihartea, and assuming tlml of priucqjidH in the war. 

UhaJul Beeby, equally prepared to act her part, and when the Moguls opened 
the siege of Ahmed nuggur nut 1 n most, resolute i i. 'fence, counterworking then 
mmcsA, Ktt|Mimtteiidfaig the hi]Fairing it brcudits and ofu ti making Iter tqipeiir- 
=■ iH-f, sword in hand, to animate the garrison when t heir spirits Itf-gan m fuil Not 
contented with ttnw tosiakiig in the l >rt, she enters.] iuh> ooireiqKjti deuce with 
thu neighbouring kings; and. by vivid description tif the i-nmmun ■ lunger by 
which they were tl<rentoned. succeeded in fanning u canfideraiy which levied 
« powerful army l^r the purpose ol advancing to her relief The Moguls noxious 
• fl effect u rapture lecture this army eonld arrive, tired their mines, which blew 
up about eighty feet of the wall and .threw the gurii^m into ’U h i^ri-ririiiitiori 
that they would have given up the pfsi-e had not Uhund Etficby, npj^rmg 
among them with a veil on her thee and a naked sword in her hajid. animated 
them to new exertin el*. Slie isiuswd gmis to he brought to bear on tin* assail¬ 
ant- and atones to lie hurled upon them, sn that the ditch wars tilled with their 
ileal. Ihiring the night she stood ly tin* breach 5 u per In tending tin- workmen, 
and did not depart till tfhe had rteeu it built, up to kooIi a height as to be im> 
longer practicable It was now the tui-n of the Moguls to Ik; disheartened!; 
nad Prince Minad was glad to conclude a ponce which leli Ahnuidmig^ur and 
its dejienikueifti entire in the hands of its native riovereign, and only required 
Mm to renounce soma obsolete or unavailable eh dm on the thrum; of Borar. 

.Vu *smt3T wan this treaty mtified tlmii the dissension# among the princes of 
tlr- Decstsm, which had only Eieen ftisprndrd by a coimimit rUinger, again broke out 
Ainiitig other lollies they voluntarily assumed the otFciuiive agniust the Groat 
Mogul; and, in the very faro of thrir recent eiigisgenn rjt. ntarobed u hostile foiw 
into Bmir. Akber iui l thus only too good ground F>r jtiterfuring; and ke 
uvi.u'llinglv roHolved. in 151 ltl r tu Uke the field in p.-rsoh (in...- «k.ust? uf this 
rosolution is ^iid t-> have been Hik desire to divert Ilk thoughts, and figtiten the 
grief which he felt for the loss of hid second sun. Prince Murad, wins limi diec± 
of u Hodden iknc^ Another care weighing heavily ujuin him wns the mi^nn- 
duel (d r his eldest son, Prince ^ktliiu He bid fomtmlly appointed him lids sue 
hi id treated him with the ttfrmM uulidgein^t, lint un-r n iihihI 

"UgHibifnl return 1 lie jirmCt* hud became the slave of intoxicaLtEun, euk| under 
its intlmmi c was hurried into several crimes One of tlu-oi wu^dreuann, which 
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lie carrieil »& ikr tlmt it Jiad aammetl tins fann of opun revulk fnnn which, lv\v- 
evtir, w?contI ivful bitter thoughts LtuJuiMtl him to desdst. Another crime which 
his mflJUl 1 r n. ia til" jafotra Iti-' htul in the miinkir of Ahtilf»yJ. '■ i * 
lind bug boen Ids Mnsr’i* favourite minuter, and b still celebrated as the life 
tiirinn of lib rd^n Alnilfazl wn* n hiiumg from the Decwn when lie &U into 
jin wnhaataub, whitJi Nnrnn^f Dot. Rajah ofOrtfaa, in Butidclcimrl, Uni litid for 
hitn. nt tins imriipitem of PriSMti Seiko unil fell fighting vn I htni.lv. Had. Akbw 
1,e«i nwnm of the shim' wln-h id» ron Ur I in thin ntmdtv. he wtmlrl proUhly 
lui™ taken effa-tuaJ to ilwinhi rit him; aim ftflWffc 

H-umvatioTi, the tiding* *1 affected him that ho w«pt latterly, and passed tw<* 
dnts mid night* without deep Thin first pimxywn Avar, lie vowed revenge 
■awI took it l y mill, -tin- on Xm^ing D«o utui nil liu'mee severities of which hi* 

nilgo tutppiJy affonls few oiaTnplfe 

h] chi- iV nit 1 1 A kl«.'r st tisutil good fortune.* tmd attended him; hb *rmB> thougl 
not nnifomly, were so generally swsstwfu], tW most of the prince* hastened to 
make their submission: writ he returned l.> Agra in .60S, so with ll,: ' 

n~,a thill hi I, pi.UnutilIH width Ik issued, lie assumed in adtfiiiun W his 

othn litl. s i li.it of Pruwe of.poetei* Whil- tln.s nt. tin- h«ul if » infehty 

empin, Of wlii.li he lui.l Idmself bean tile main architect. end surr. .11 lull'd l.y u 
uugni&oetioo which few if any aororoig'w have ever equalled. Akher, in hi, 
declining years, was far from happy. He had -anrecly ceased to minim for his 
MWMd win When Ids thild M Print*. DwM whose nurrii.se in Iff* N> W* 
edel,rated With giant festivities, died within a twelvemonth, the vietim of Ids 
aw„ drunken Write. But his sorrow for the dead Wmbem of Ids family «- 
not so distressing on the shame and agony produced by the tafeMndost of the 

. Sdtni, his only surviving «» “4 dmtWd .. mm, after a P™*» '*' 

reform, lad sunk deejier than ever in his virions wrareea, aetmg hnhuw.llv w,th 
the cep i, .ii ulmiin nod the crwStj of e lymiit. A qnniTel with hi* own 

sun Khnuroo h*d each nn effect "» thut youth* mother, that she destroyed her- 
...If by |,..i„.n Akber, Who hnd through life manifest.-! I hr giv.r^t .h-nsii.n. 

to have hesitated aa to Lis More arrangements. Hr shndderod at 
the tliomdii of being soomedei by Sdi& and yet in Klmsroo. Sulims eldest am 

be behdd the vary pa*i.whirl, dfegiw fl . .Ml 'y'" 

sou. tihummi He hnd entwined humdf around the heart of hi* S™r.'I 
hut thr fearful womsinenom uf a disputed wceweduu npiMtr uiluiro deterred 
him from making unv destination in I.Ls favour. Amid these dtstro^mg , ™L- 
itnd iiertilexitits. his health U-gan virihly to give way. and after an dine* 
during tin. hat ten tUv* of which he waa tetdbW to bed. M ".up wed muel, 

fh» time in giving good I.Mb to «• ta 0 **“^ *'* 

. ,„t„l,. r . IdAA Of the sucty-four years of his life, ilfty-m- Wl l-w„ s,n.,« hi 
the throne tie iron huried .mar Agra, in a tomb -nsmting ..( a solid pyroimd. 
aummodwi bv r|.n dim I .ml domes, and of aneh immense dimens... 
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tbit f-ira yviir or two after the OGmjttBBt of the Bttmmiiding territory hv tile 
British, u whole European regimes of dragoona wius quartered in it., 
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AkLtir in described as of n manly, athletic, ami liAioteunir form, fji.tr ■►)ti 

plesion, pfeadtig features ami captivating maimer- Iti curly E5f-■ Uh tastes 

wcm aomeivlmti epi- 
rtir&in, mi'! lie indulged 
in wine; in his hitter 
yean lie wnsalrttamiini*, 
hetJi in meat find * i rink 
He hurl im vindictive 
taasfi in his tiattuo; mu I, 
however n meh he might 
have been pm yoked, wiy 
niwuvs ready tn extend 
panlcm to every one who 
„ , ahki il it. ffia murage 

•l«“r a* S*n i]LR4, , -irrTriild.ttnmDg; EaM IniLLi HufiM# 1 ° 

was so decided m often 


to amount to rashness; imd the ehivsilrons prevail ci 1 ho mudi in hi*. temper, ihn? 


hi 


**Tb» Lotah (rf AkWr At S*CHiaiij», near JMLil, 
k like etl }<u tmildiu#i nut HaLn.^, tropitjiiiut, a^il 
unlike i 3ir.i =c uf ;i i it ■ f liia noi, but ttlJJ of grem mw- 
niflcratce* TLa lu-itib t* |>jrratnJiIaL In r^ternal foru-, 
Tij,.- outer or lowtx lumee f* |J3i> feet tffnn.ru hj Itll 
fwi Lb height , and iUkiKhMun ii kt m; L nw.-.-:i.rr, 
Ocp Ibli tinut iludi suuUirt fjir mum nnut^ <pu- 
mrnks ISrt kflt oacL*|4p, and 3-t fret inches in 
height* A third aihL n fourth uf ii;inU t design, tii-J 
rsfHicikrS r r 13 feet 2 hiclici iiul 11 for: limeht- hi-fti* 
•ban! Ob iti Mt all llttn HulnE of nd juuliluaii. Within 
AhiJ *ta*4 iJie IaiI Ii K white u»rh]( inckwnre 1 Ei7 fist 
Aodj mgr, or, cilmiiflj'* flux- Laif tin haigili ,,f tin, 


luweAt bfrwa, 'Hiemiter «*[] v( iho iicutiiely loci 
I nf iHM-kda tnftJii-^rV; fcf the Hunt l.-h .iiil:ful 

[iitciorii*, lioiile it I* *stircniriflcil by a. cijlrniin.bi «d 
the thHM niatertnL In the centm uf ifai* i.n 

A rtitw! IrUlfunn, it lire EnnfhatotiP uf Lb* foimdnr* A 
tpletnUiI [lute of He Hurt leuilifnl Knlien|iu iiAonrj 
|«* KeuiBflABjrSr^ it||. ThiA, however, i.» osl 

tlw trM burial jifoce: bel tin mortal muiibue uf ihl* 
ttraai bltaf npAM under * fir | Jailer tClnUbnir. let« 
cliamher in tbs basement, 33 fiet ^IuTa 
•■rvnjT r,n*Lnr tin- t,. Na 3 , tlmt adorn* ■■■» 

iiittiiDil iif theiioaLuo.Jetuu. N — Fergmiun'i ll-Auh l: 

**f ArrMtteluTT. 
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tit* often underwent grenl toils uini exr|ios<;d himself to great perils, h-om u mere a.ii. !■> t 
Ion of adventure. His intellect, though not -f U» first order, wus raanfatltjy 
luaite. mi I tithing pleased lii 111 in nv tlmn tlkou^oiui of a metaphysical mid 
pius/Jing nature When nut actually engaged in tins* dteeossim% he delighted 
t ,f be nn’stinL sit them us u listener; and amused himself with the wrangling* ot 
pijilusopliidtl Mf religious see-bi, fdhOM leader* he on various oecatooii* swnujoned 
to couit for this very purpose, One of tins tuu^t ituiiirkiil'li' of tlnw dtfifctte fflom 
|.,Hik piniv whan ho told u meeting of HlftliOnJeUn itoitots iuid Portngil&fl mi.’- 
nmmxk^ mu! deluded tin* lutn-r to preluding tt IIWfii $1** tfte&MW m 

a Cltrisiiii.ii convert The truth seems t*> be, that he hud low senous rtHivuAioiizi 
of any kind. ami employed his acuteness, not m much for the purpose of disco¬ 
vering, ns of ersuling truth. 

In private life lie wns a kind and indulgent parent, arid a ganurmw, warm- . 
Ignited, and jdruiigfy attached friend Indetd. it may lift truly said that the 
only real griefs which lie suffered through lift had tlidr sottm* in these two 
relation.-*. As ji military domiiuinder, lie takes high rank. He did not tight 
siinriv great battles* but often* after some of his ablest tifficftS hud fought and 
11>4 them. In; ho sooner made his apponnmce in tin; Held itiiui fortune, w hich 
hod forsaken fcu, seemed to return, imd defeat was converted into victory 
In the cabinet tie WBS still ninre sactfc^tul than iu the held; and jmsseasetl in 
Lht 1 htohe^t ikiffi't the nrt nl winning the .i lections of all with whom he tatim 
in contact mid rendering tteir varie 1 talent® and influence subservient tvt the 
advancement of his servto? Foi the first time Mahometan* and Hindoo* were 
vck, during |m reign* working b*t*m&W&y leather* while holding pl*P?8 of 
honour find trust near the throne 

Ald,-r- best fame is founded on his interna! odmmistmtiom into which ho 
many important improvements wen- uitreduticd* that it would he difficult to &m 

enumerate then} Suffice tt tore fo tlud in oveiy department of Use state. 

busimas vrw conducted on mtfenid, litoral and tolerant principle; jiiMtii^ 
was administered impartially among all duases of subjects, without reference in 
letth or religions profession; and the revenue was raised in fcto Manner suf>- 
fWiLseii to be must wjuitnlde and least oppressive Having first li.vd i imifurm 

stJindani f ... h- e u-fnliy iiseerfahwd the extent uiwl relative pro- 

ductivemss of lindli landed tenement, and then fairly apportioned the amount 
of taction whidi each .mghi to tear In this my there was little room tor 



governed bv a hwl officer « MaMar* whose powcm were i.<piivule..r to 

<W ,.f e. eiecrev, ail authority, civil as well 9 * milltury, within llie proving 
VVHt „| j,| 'him SlfbOtdhlAte ilio sulnihdar, though „ rt mintcd u .t ly 
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him, but by tin* king,, was an officer, w [ l 1 1 the title of rteimji or dimin w who 
hod tiie superintendence of nil matters of revenue and fiimnee The siibahs, 
urigraally til teen, vmv, iti consequence of additional conquests,, raised to eigh¬ 
teen- Of these twelve were Iti Hindoostan and six in the Deocarn. 

|11 “? 1 ,... Among Hie enactments of Akber which deserve notice for their Limixme and 

"■'Ji ini i ir Am - b 

liberal spirit, and at the same time throw some re tied: Eon cm the tardy h _ 
tion of the lirlti^li government on the same subjects, are his prohibition of the 
burning of Hindoo widows against their will, and his [Hiriiiktiiig theta to 
tunny again, though the Hindoo Jaw expressly forbids it The same humane 
and liberal spirit appears iti lib prohibition of the jtzia or capitation tax on 
mhdoLs, which had placed an enormous, irresponsible, and mudwilnised power 
in the hiirills of Burnrical MahometLins; and in the abolition of the practice of 
making dsvefl ot prisoners taken in war—a practice under the cover of which 
m>t only the wives and children captured in camjia or fortified places, but the 
|waeeable inhabitant of any hostile country, were seized and carried oil" into 
slavery. These enactments gave grievous offence—those affecting the Hindoos 
being odious te the Brahmins, and those which laid restraints on the Maliorne* 
tuiL^ being seized upon by the M sliahs and urged m a proof that Akber himself 
was an infidel A atil! stronger proof was supposed to he found in a matter of 
cfsiirt etiquette,, on which Akber seems to have insisted with more pertinacity 
than is easily ivonncilaUe with his usual moderation. He hud a dislike to the 
beard, and would scarcely admit a person who wore it to his presence. Unfor¬ 
tunately his feeling in this respect was in direct opposition to an injunction of 
the Koran; and several of the more zealous Mahometan chiefs chose rather to 
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funeg^i the honours and pleasures of the court than ocmjbrm teu regulation, the 
observance of which seemed incompatible wifcls orthodoxy. 

Among the public; works executed during the mg n of Akher, ore the walls 
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and diafkls of Agnt and AllahaWl, the foundation of the city of Futtipoor 
on the site of tin- village of SSfei*, for wMvh, ^ the birth--place of two of kb* 
soils. Iio had conceived a strong partiality; the splendid palace erected in tbnt 
citv for Ms own residence, and near ii a, mobile remarkable for the beauty and 
majestic proportions of its architecture; and the white marble mosque and 
paJato of Agm in bath of which ainplieity and elegance are happily combined 
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AMother work of Akber, though not strictly of n public nature, is the tomb of 
bis father Hminnyoon at Delhi, Its commanding position, its magnitude and 
solidity, and its stupemb'ii- dmon of whit? marble, have long made it celebrated 
us one »f the greatest of hia structures; while a new interest I mu rttwntly Usmi 
given to it as the scene of the capture of the last and, sit things considered, tbu 
most worthless representative of the Great Mogul—-the present i January, 185 $) 
so-called King of Bell it It would be unpardonable in referring to the per- 
formari^es of Aklmr s reign not t" mention another work which. though of a 
very different nature from any of the above, might have shed greater lustre on 
hix reign than the must celebrated of them This work was a tmaslatSon of the 
goupek into Persian It was undertaken by Akber's special directing and in- 
trusted to a Portuguese mtH&ioimry, who, unfortunately. instead of executing it 
faithfully, committed what is called a pious fraud, and produced a spurious 
tunLsIati'on. disfigured and a di.lt era red by lying Popmh legends The sud nm- 
sequenoe k that a work which, issued under Ike auspices or the Great Mogul, 
might have given a knowledge of pure Ohrbtiamty in influential quarters whieh 
wxM not otherwise be reached, has only had the effect of presenting it under a 
debased and [polluted form. 


■ 1 ' TTjb nmt bemUfut thins [*t .Miab»baai ,J ■' 1 
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ttrn^haii ibfrt lliii, support t»l hy the limn colon* 
ti^iEe, m* n,ti np;^ raei^* of pafLui orawnntl by a 
dome. Tltli bojldlfti 1Mt entirely dump prom!. ita 

materials Wing wwiM to repair the fc.rtiflatiiafl* " 
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X the Lime ui the Roman emperor JustiuiaM, when the Peuteana, by 
establishing a monopoly of thy ludmn trade along the route which 
h‘d most directly to Ciiiwtentmopte had mis.Nl the price uf silk . imr 
ujuiuhIv in that ioxurtini.4 capital. the opportune fixrivnJ uf two Persian 
monk k dissipated tilt) alarm which had begun to [u-oviliL, by showing 
a a how an adequate supply might W obltem-il al horn-! In llnr emime «if tlit-ir 
bilmiifs as Christian miftVmne^ they had penetrated into Chirm, itmj become 
to L --u, in * 1 11 in in ted with the whole process of the silk lmTrafxutuiv. from its conmn mv- 
jw(sisM4i ihlul iu the rearing "i stlk-woruus, to ito teitm nation Lti tte finished product. 
Ilieir iiifonnitiHjfi uttni.-td gunsral attention ] atn.1 the umperor, fully alive to 
its importance, determined immediately to nd u|>on ii With this view the 
■11 links under Ids auspices, paid a second visit to Chime and returned with 
-£™~ a supply of the ugg* of the silk wona, concealed in the hollow of a pane The 
'Trui^tn il> worms? hutched from thv»e eggs I dug carefully reared multiplied so rapidly 
that in a shorti tune Greece, Sicily, ami Italy were both producing raw ilk and 
ufhctunn o it mi jlh extensive scute Otoe brunch of tin? Indian trade wiw 
thitN in H>m; degree NuperosteL hut tlm others which remained were still sulfi- 
ei-nt to Croat - a large demand, and excite to Ktrenuons exertions for the purple, 
of supplying it Ju this way the ancient channels of intercourse were again 
partially opeucl an! Indian product were beginning to How- into Europe by 
the inland anil maritime routes which have been alivady described, when new 
oLisIucIl-s of a very formidable diameter were suddenly interposed 
u",, Thr^bil. -iiis.r-m hupcstnre, after spreading like wild-lire over the whnle 

of Arabia. continued its ..juests in all direction*, mi I noon faith Perdu 

nml Egypt under the a White control of its tiumticid adherents. The fierce imi 
initios thus engendered, left no room for friendly iuler-mirnc 1 Hitwcel) tlsrm-f 
wlio regarded Vjnhomet ns t i prophet, and tlawte who knew him to Vie an impos¬ 
tor Exterminating warfare alone was thought of and continued to rag*- with 
the utmost fury. In thfeg elrcumsteuiees. as the demand IV Eastern products 
originally ennfmi-d to the more wealthy* had become gcnmnUj dilfu-sed among nil 
das-tes. the only alternative was to endeavour to obtain them by » channel which 
hy ho fir to tlie north as to run liLth- rink oflieiiig tiiUnTnd iith by Muhomc 
tan fanaticism, Mention was fnmeriy mode of the c«unmercird route which after 
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■■r>wriing I hr- Indus continued west, and than sent u branch north to the Caspian ah ids*. 
This route, with « alight modiflmtioxi, wm how adopted as die aafesL and most 
practicable, ami continued for & Jong j Period bo la- die main trunk by which tho 
ootomvirc 1 rtiw^-cn nud tin* iihhv remote regions of Aam was main¬ 

tained Two lines of 0XHVIU18, the one fhun die western frantieis of i 'hina, nnJ 
Use other from die vr^tom iron tiers of India, met at n common point of the 
AiutH.j hj Oxu- where tlmt stream iMamc Eivailalilt* tor taan,Hjx>rt 'Hiv 

goods by Kith lioi^ were here embarked: Ijiaag curried down the stream into 
Uiite And. they were again conveyed by land carriage to the Caspian, and thence 
by wiitesr to the mouth of the Run and up the stream m far ns navignble An¬ 
other bind cunveyanoe brought tbetn t-- the Pbttsls, down which they were tran¬ 
sported into the Blark Sea, anil tlnnee to <JouBtflatmojile, winch thus Imwne a. 
great commcrduil emporium. At a Inter period a direct cum van route brought 
the products of the East to Astrakhan. &otn which they WCTO conveyed either 
down the Volga into the CJiispiim thereafter to follow the name route ns lmb to, 
nr by hind to die Dun, and thence to the Sea oi Aj&cf 

This route, with all iu obvious iliaadvantagea. wns the beat wludi Europe #gjS» u '* 
pc&^vted tor more thrui two centuries. the caliphs would not hare been mi will- inn¬ 
ing to renew the ancient chan mils ot eoiniiu.-ivv Niev were perfectly aware of 
the riches which would thus be paired into dunr treasury, and were polife 
enough to keep their fuMtidBni in cheek when it could not be indulged without 
^acriHeiiig; their pecuniary Lnteresls Aewri Li ugly, even wliile the InJiiiii trade 

waacontined almost entirely to their own subjects they we&Hy endeavoured 
to extend it, U>th by affording it new facilities at borne, and eneoura^ng the 
exploration of funagn errantries, In this way, at an early period, ihe caliph 
of Bsgihul had provided t« mw emporium for the trade of the Persian Gulf, 
by founding the port iiml city uf Bnssomli. at the junction of the Euphrates mA 
Tigris; and both from the Pdmmn Duff and the Bed &u ntttueroiti* voyages were 
tnatW to both sides of tlic pcmraid* of Indio. U> Ceylon, to Mnbmca, ami to the 
sliores of countries lying far l^yonJ it By menus of these voyage* all the valued 
pnwbicjb uih of the East Indies arrived in (heir jiortii, and found ready pur- 
cbtumm in nifirchimte. who tarot*! them for distribution into the interior. 

The friendly intercoms between Chrirtinn and Mnliiiiui-tmi nations seemed 
mi the point of U ing renewed. * ^ commerdady, when the preJidiiug uf 
Peter tin- Hermit all Eum|h in n llatne. and myriads of L’ruaulcre hastened 
fmm every qusrtcr to wrest fell® holy sepulchre from the Imiub of iafito War 
sunxinlingly began again to mgt? with mov furY ; and the exasperoti'm which had 
lieen gnulmdly softened by time. Kvanie mure hitter ami u.iiv*™! than it 
had ever 1 m u t^fore. All idea of peneefuJ trade wsm now nwmsnrily alon- 
denied; m\ yet. ^^rha]^ at no period -lid the truck- of the West make inon 
rapid progress ihan during tho Cnisadm The armies destined for these ede- 
br^ted expeditloufl never couhl have renchcfJ the Ejist witliout the nid of dm 
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Genoese, the Plains ami tin- Venetian*!. wln*^.* Heal* nmanpatiyiiijz them in 
tlteir march along the nearest Jiljoi-ftj,, supplied them both with provisions and 
tlifi means of transport. In return fur these they iiutinrilly shared 

in tin- kihv'is* of tlrns*' wlmm they hurl n-risk'd. uu«l, when valunhb hftrtwnx 
fell into the 1 nuuIs of the c'niriadcrs. obtained many importimt privileges 

Tie, maritime states of I Lily whiles thus nfitonsiUy engaged in a eniunmn 
rjLii.<‘, were by tin mrauis prepared to nlimit that they hn l u itimn)ii!i interest 
and were Iran*- disposed to m i toward? «-ni■ fi other ou the ruirrowest and moat 
illiberal print! ph^ The hi maxim. that the commercial ptitHperilr of n stale 
Wiw Inst promoted by depressing the trade of Its neighbour tinmgh ur>w ex 
I“i I '■ 1 was then tmiversulh received ..ini in noting upit tlo-rc wu.s no i r.r 1 1-= 
tioe cr perfidy of which the rival Italian rapidities -nip lei I to l>o guilty when 
it seemed jmsrihle in this wily to establish n maritime assendency (W remark* 
able illustration. of this fiict was given in when the Venetians itidmvi] the 
leaders ntf I he fourth crusade to turn aside from their avowed object uf warring 
with infidels in order to wiuat L'Diiskuitiimjjile from the hands of u monarch, 
who, whatever Ws demerits tnigiit U\ was hy profession Christian A variety 
of motives may have inilueared the Dnisadera in taking this imwammtaht- 
sup: but the solHCCfoenl conduct <4 tin Venetians h-jives no moot U doubt that 
i.licir only object was seltkli aggmiiTlizemeiiLL After (oiistnrdmnpfj hml been 
stormed ami plundered, the dominions which had WdnjigHl to the ihvi b ctn|wmr 
wore jmrtitiomri mining his tiupmicipl. .-mrs; and while *n Earl of Plan 

dels was placed upon his throne, the Venetians obtained n chain of wttliununt-* 
which stretched from the Dardiuiclta to the Adriatic, and uuule tlieiu virtunth 
masters of the navigation and trade of the Levant In Uoiwhintiimple, which, 
fnini the imuse already mentioned, bud long rivalled Alexandria an im emporitim 
f,,r the traffic between Europe and India they obtained cxeliirive privilege? 
whieh made it impossible for any maritime state t.o compete with them, ami 
furnishes] them with the i minus uf lording it over all then rival h 

Tiie imgenejuiw ivnirse pnnmed by the Venetians had undoubtedly the 
eff et of greatly extending their trade geiwmtty. and of giving them an ulim^t 
exclusive moil ftpnly uf that loige portion of the lie linn trade which had its 
centre in ( enstnutinople. The superiority they had thus acquired rimmintiJ with 
them fur rather innra than half a century; and the injustice t» whirli ihcv nw,d 
it mmA cdmo-Ht to be frrgutten, When the clay of retribution aimed, and their 
own ta"til's wen- iiicii-ssfully employed against them The Greeks bad ucoi 
berm reei ncih l to the Latin yoke, which had Wn fraudulently impend op .n 
ihcni. nml were (herefore pr. pined to avail themed vc* of the first; favowaMc 
; p i f unity of shaking it off Hud they km left to their own tmtmam they 
could scarcely hftYft hoped for KUittCD*, but ttiry had prwcrfnl auxiliaries in tile 
Ifrnw win. were animated at nnei; by a fiwlhio bf revenge f-r the hyustirn 
v.Ifo'Ii they ha.E suflbn^l anil a deritv to luToinii mnstei's of a traffic the jkkw*- 
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l il nt' wlii'^i had givtiift die Venetians «n inumuisr superiority 0$pr nil l.ln^c \ if,'inapt, 
rivals Hie terms of nJlkucu iictweyi* die Greeks iuid the Genoese were easily 
settled Hie former were Liguju u» l-e ruled by their own dynasty, and tBfQ 
Lattvr were l-» supplant the Venetians in nil (heir wdttsiw privilege* Until 
•• •!••!. uvn- accomplished. A Greek emperor once more mounted the throne 
of OjlvftanUjtOfili!, mul die Genoese,, in addition 16 other imjtorLanl privileges,, 
took formal possession of 1 3it ettbnrb of Pom, object only to the condition of 
holding it itf n fief of tile empire. 

It. was now tin; turn of the Venetian- to L* d< prey'd’ while tin* Uniim «<*••■*» *• 

Vurrj^JU.'J ikt 

not contented with their supremacy in tlie luirbmir of t:Wi*biatkiop1e, extended tyi ifiller 
il to the Blank Si-a, when*, by erecting forts on various points of the coast, mid 11 " 
particularly on emuu inn-ling prstitiiiiw in tin- b-rimeaa nd within t he Sea of Azof 
they secured a monopoly of the extensive and lucrative trade carried on with the 
East byway nf tbu Cn-Hjmin In virtue of thin monopoly Gonna l*!«am»: for a time 
tine greatest commercial power in Europe The Venetians at hi^t attempts 1 
to with the Genoese* even in the harbour of ConiUtnlihople^ but soon 
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found the term- wo untxpud, Ui ronst^pieiiL'e ul l.-ting burdened with heavy duties, 
front which tlietr rivals wore exempted, that, they alwnuliiawl the struggle ns 
|iiupdm TJutir only dkimtivi! now* wtita to resign the bdian tade oHogeftrir, 
<>r endeavour to PC-open in ancient channels. In itnlcniiig the latter, they Were 
inet at the very outset hy deep-rooted prejudice* which made it unlawful mid 
evm impious to enter itito nllinms^ of any kind with Mahometan rulers; but no 
sooner were these pivjudioe* overcome tin® the re mainde r of tin* task wtia coin 
purjilively easy. With the smitmii of the i^pe himself* who on this occasion, 
its on many odmm allowed the supposed impiety to be committed in eomddera- 
tiou of the profit anticipated from it n otnnmerdal treaty wit* cwiduded with 
tW Hultan of Egypt It c<mkmpkted the aim ing on of the Eastern traffic 
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both by the overlainl route across Syria, and by the way of the Rod Se* With 
this view the Venetian senate was empowered to appoint two consuls with 
mercantile jurisdiction, the one to reside at Damascus and the other ut Alex¬ 
andria Both of these cities were accordingly resorted to by Venetian mer¬ 
chants and artisans; while at Beyrout. as the port of the former, and in the 
harbour of the hitter, mercantile vessels I tearing the Venetian flag fnr outnum¬ 
bered those of all other countries. 'Hie Genoese, contented with their undisputed 
monopofy at Constantinople, seem not at this time to have made any attempt to 
share in the advantages which the Egyptian sultans had conferred on the Vene¬ 
tians; but the Florentines, after they had, by the conquest of Pisa, in 1+05. 
acquired the seaport of Leghorn, turned their attention to the Indian trade, and 
succeeded, in 1425, in concluding a treaty which placed them on the same footing 
as the \enetians in respect of commercial privilege. The earnest attempts thus 
made to share in the trade to the East Indies, would of themselves lead to the 
conclusion that a taste lor the products of the regions included under that 
general name must no longer have been confined, jis at lirst, to a few countries 
on the eastern fiart of the Mediterranean, but must have spread far west and 
north, so as to include a huge portion of Europe. The fact was really so; and 
there is not much difficulty in accounting for it Many of the moot distinguished 
leaders of the Crusade* with their followers, crime from those quarters ; ami on 
their return brought homo with them new ideas and new wants. To their 
astonishment they had found that in several points, usually considered as tests of 
civilization, they were fur surpassed by the infidels whom they bad been accus¬ 
tomed to regard as mere Itarlmrian* Galled by their inferiority in these 
respects, they lmd little difficulty in learning to surmount it; and imbit>cd tastes 
snd formed Imbits which they could not indulge in the nbaenoe of Eastern pro¬ 
ducts. The demand naturally produced a supply; ami Italian shi|* freighted 
with these product*, were frequently seen in the English Channel, in the German 
Ocean, and even within the Baltic In course of time the maritime spirit of the 
North was completely roused; anrl its merchants, instead of waiting for Italian 
visit* sent their own vessels into the Mediterranean, and there liecniue pur 
cluwera of Indiau produce at second hand from the Florentine* Venetian* and 
Genoese In this traffic the lead was taken by the cities of the Hanseatic 
League, and particularly by Bruges, which in consequence become one «»f the 
most |x>pul<>uH and flourishing marts in Northern Europe 

The Genoese were still in jsissession of their monopoly in 1+53, when an 
event occurred which abruptly terminated it, and was followed by a series of 
disasters which ultimately annihilated their maritime greatness This event 
was the capture of Constantinople, and the extinction of the Greek empire, by 
^he Turks under Mahomet II. They mnde an effort to escape the destruction 
which threatened them, by attempting to form a commercial treaty with the 
Mameluke .Sultans of Egypt; but the monopoly which they had held at Con- 
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stnutinoplc under the Greek emperors, placed them in a false position, and the A n‘ : Two. 
negotiation proved fruitless. 'Hie Venetians, accordingly, were once more in the 
ascendent Their most formidable rival hud been obliged to resign the contest; 
mid they began to run a new course of prosperity, to which, aa fur a* human 
foresight reached. no limit could be assigned At this period of unexampled 
prosperity Venice wan tottering to her fhIL 

The revival of learning and the discovery of printing had at once awakened a 
spirit of inquiry, and furnished the most effectual means of diffusing it. In all «*o a 
departments nf literatim? and science rapid progress was made; and discoveries 
leading to practical results in some of the in >st important arts of life, wen* wn- 
stoutly rewarding the diligent inquirer, ami .stimulating others to follow in his 
footstep* Among the arts thus unproved was navigation. Hitherto, when 
the shore was lost sight of. there hod been no means of directing the course of a 
vessel at seaj and the utmost which the IwIJtst and most experienced nai igntor 
attempted, was to steer from headland to headland without hugging the inter- 
vening shore, or to take advantage of a wind which blew regularly like tin 
monsoon* of the Indian Ocean. and thus use it according to tlie direction from 
which it blew for traversing a wide expanse of sea on an outward or a homeward 
voyage. When the compass was discovered, the greatest obstacle to a voyage 
out of sight of land was at once removed; and there was even less danger in 
launching out on the wide ocean than in 
following the windings «>f the coast, exposed 
to rwks and shoals, and the many dangers 
of a lee shore. 

Among the first who pnq>osed to turn 
the use of the compass to practical neoount 
in the discovery of new lands, was the cele¬ 
brated Christopher Columbus. He had 
become satisfied, l*»th on scientific grounds 
and from the accounts of travellers, par¬ 
ticularly those of Marco Polo, that as the 
continent of Asia extended much further 
eastward than Imd l>een generally imagined, 
it wonld be inhibit? to arrive at the East, 

Indies by sailing west across the Atlantic. .„, n ..—* 

The immense importance of such a passage, 

once proved to lie practicable, was perfectly obvious. It would at once 
dispense with the tedious and expensive overland routes by which the produce <*££• 
of the East was then brought to Europe, and transfer the most valuable 
tmlHc with which the world was vet acquainted, from the hands of infidels 
to those of Christians. These were the grand objects at which Columbus 
aimed but m» much were his views iu advance of his age. that many yean. 
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lv: I hlr '' w ‘^ aw *J tafswu lit- •■••ultI induin' uny European stJiU- to Incur tl±o exjmin-i: 
wLich would hn necessary in urdur to rwiim? them Spain m hwL imilmwk 
Uii‘ li&k, mill wus tvwattbiwidi Lli-e -lisoovery it' n Now World Tills u , t , 
inrjre than even ( uiumbus Lad natidpiited Though Lis 41-,igruphicnl Lh^ 
wert tkr more accurate tliiin t him of Lin ranteinpinmeii. he bnc| greMlv 
linden.itod ^ In* magnitude of the glulie; run] hence, iiuiiginiug that the Lihd 
whidi he first reached behinged to- Asia. he yjivc it tin* name of Went Indies. 
In dds mm lie informs in of the gmd alter which In* hud been *\riving tmd 
whidi lie W*s so confident of having actually atluinod, that for a rim-* he 
vinuhl scarcely believe tin- evidence of hi* senses atitl insisted that 1% try tiling 
xvliidi lie saw was India* The delnaiou under which OjluiubiiR thus hibuuml 
Jl stoking j'f "Ol of the general interest which was now h-lt in reonrd to 
[ndLi, and of the enger longings of the maritime states of Europe to gkain jl 
■ lli,w m * U tr ’dc % without Wing flittered by the monopolies* which the Maho¬ 
metans and VenetiiLiiR bud vstaUiainiil in the Levant 
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Though Columbus failed t - discover on oceanic route to India, he clearly 
i dnt 3 out the cilroction in which it Liy. It was prevunuly known that the 
Atlantic waa bounded on the east hy the continent* of Europe uml Africa, and 
lir ha 3 now proved that mi equally iiujunnoratiible Wmt-r bounded it »n the 
west The rnaokim therefore, wa> uUyiotia, tlwt if India wm acc^bk from 
Ihirope by a WmOnooiiB *» voyage, it could >mly la- hy tricing one or other ol 
tln&ie continent* to its termination, and tltcn sailing round it la aecor-h 
widi this conclusion, four lines id' presented thmnsekra jig possible— :i 

northwest a nurtWsi, * south-west and a south-east Urn tW firtk wviv 
ftubstMjiietifcly attem ptol; but ihn lush which W*a certainly the moat promisEn-, 
i ; - th ■ "idy .me with which we Live now to do, 

iL early at Hi 5, mire than twenty years before Columbus won 1mm 
iVmoe Hfliny, fourth son of John L r King of Partegak after dbi baling Mm*M 
at tb cnpl-mv <if Ceuta, on the OQtt -1 of Afnni, returned wiId 1 a di-tci mumlmii 
teflevote himself to maritime discovery, by emptying imvigatem to tnu* the 
wcstmi ounstof tbot CCntiw r.i Kt$ cb- ,vb v |ierbu|is eolv« the great ptohlem of 
n pnwtlcuble route to the indies by sailing round iU tiouthcnt extremity^. 
He ha I all tb talent and fiet- nlille neijiiireineat wr^wrw in .irdcr tu qiudifv 

],ilu f M ; w'l-wntoniKBg the great tivik tin* qud*rt«k«nf and gu, a striking 
PIVH,} of Life mHe-xibility of purpose bv wdtLdiuwdug ihuu court* arid fixing his 
ri^sdcnce in the aenpurt «if Sagna, not far fmu Cafje St. Vincent Bm hi 
twtesLan uLmmrtorv, and istablidied a adicml ,.f no victim. Ibr the timing 
lt,li teidu iifti-j-ivi.LLiL empluy on vJiyitge- r.f di^overy. lb wZ 

not dcfttmed to Milve the gmnd proirkm; hut before Ida dmtL, in hub 

[Hived tile way for 1 % by fitting out exp^iitinns, which. Imviug r upe N„n ( H 
ndk-l beeausA m, pmvloti* mivigaUr lu.d pi^d it) for bebimi, d 

.Im -nmand tin* Cajie Vcnl J-dan.L s <unE jwnetrated as Iki s.-ueJi as *Sieim b^ne 
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'Hie spirit of enterprise wliich Prince Henry hiui fostered was not allowed a ii iw 
to expire with him; and under Alonso V., who was then reigning, the African 
coast wa* explored almost to the equator. John II . the son and successor of 

ilbtHfWfJ 

Alonso, continuin': the progress of discovery. wns so convinced that India would ui»wr 
ultimately he readied, that, in 1484. he took n step which, though of an extra- tt*T* 
ordinary nature, appears to linve been dictate*! by sound ami farsighted policy <MwI1, 
Great exertions had Ikvmj made by the government of Portugal in fitting out 
expeditions for maritime discovery ; and now. wlien they seemed about to tie 
crowned with success, the danger waa, that other state's might step in ami insist 
on sharing in the fruit* As the lurst means of preventing this, he sent ambas¬ 
sadors to several of the lending European court*, and offered them the alternative 
of either uniting with him. ami furnishing men and money to a»dst in the oon- 
quests which he was contemplating, on the miderstamling that a lair probation 
of the benefit would be awarded them, or leave him to proceed as hitherto, on 
his own entire responsibility, and of course, in common fairness, for his own 
exclusive benefit 

This attempt to form what mn v be called a joint-stock company, in which ft*<* 
kings wen.* to bo the only shareholders, fail*"I All the crowned heads applied 

to. declined to entertain the proposal ; and John took the additional precaution 
of calling in tin? aid of the pope, who, in the plenitude of an arrogant power, 
then undisputed, hut soon after to k* shaken to its very foundations, drew 
an imflsriimrv lim* from north to south, by which be divided the world into 
two equal halves, mid decreed that discoveries of new countries made from 
west to east should only be competent, and should belong exclusively to the 
Portuguese It seems nut to luive occurred either to the king or the pope that 
discoveries made from east to west might Ik* carried so far as to luake this 
grant futile, and convert it into a great bone of contention. 

Fmm this period the King of Portugal assumed the additional title of Lord 
of Guinea, nml evinced n determination to turn his grunt to the \*»t account 
Besides fitting out an expedition, under Diego Com, who, in 1484. reached 
22 ^ of south latitude, and must consequently luive 4*t?n within 12* of the 
southern extremity of the African continent lie sent two messengers overland 
with instruction* to discover the country of Prester John, then believed to Ik* 
ii gTvat ivnlity, tliougli since ascertained to have had only a fabulous cxisteuce. 

Tliev were also to ascertain whence the drugs and spices came which the 
Venetian* traded in. and whether then* wns any sailing from the south of 
Africa to India One of those messengers, P**dro do Covillnm, succeeded in 
reaching Indio. and obtained much important information; but before the 
letter conveying it reached Portugal, the great problem lmd been solved by 
Bartolommeo Dial, who hail sailed south with three kIu|x* in 148h After 
rvnehing a higher southern latitude than nnv previous navigator, a storm arose 
which drove him out to sea His direction under such circumstances could not 
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A.o i«x_ lie ueeumu-ly l.tn tie knew it to b« wrutb eHy. After toesing sikmt 

int thirteen ditys, and suffering much by n sudden tj-Limritiun *.ir the temperature 
13 ™ ll * [ " " M - ltL ‘ !ir i ■ : | wlh-n Hi,> *n.rm id .Li,-I to i-;iir, tlii* land by 

WJ 1U >' si**™® ejwtwarl He reaehwl it ; but, to h» great list, .ni*Wntv lUbcov^ 
that the land which, when he .quitted it, lay on Ida left hand. nearly dm- noriJi 
fiinl mirth, waa 4J0W *Lrc tolling east mi l west, arid Ircn-ling north-east The 
caiiu- wiw tmi apparent to have any room for doubt He luol Wn curried 
round the southern extremity of Afrim, and vma now on its siiuib-eaHtarn coast. 
He WiUf moat anxirun to pweoutft this auspicious commencement, but liia crews 
refiiEk’-l to follow Id in, ami ha waa obliged to turn his fhex- bcnii$w&nfo He waa 
so for rewarded, for a few days brought Lira in sight of the tnngnificont pro- 
liiuntory in which Africa te rmina tes The wca ther he hud mot with, and. 
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1 ^-rliLijLs, also a i«iinful remembnmus of Llio conduct of his crews iu forcing him 
to return. JetsnBiiu.il him to give it the name of Cabo <U Toths loo Tormcntos, 
or Cape of Storms, but the king, on his return, thinking this name ominous, 
etioso one mud, mors ttjijiropriaAe, and. hi iillii h.u to the great prooiiec which 

ill,- doubling of the promontory held out, railed it Cabo do Buena Eon - 

or Cnpp -if 11 nr h 3 Hope. 

oSuol k ,s 81I,{;uJttr though John survived tiiis discovery nine yours he made 

uo. M attempt to follow- it up t)n B cause of theindiffitrtad# t],„, manifesto,! may 
have been the mortification which he felt at the still more brilliant Mias* 
wind! Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain laid achieved hy the employmcn, „f 
i .liri--.tL.pher t VinmbiK This renownod navigator, returning lb™ liiB discovery 
of a New World arrive, I i„ the Tagus in ,« ;l ’ 

1,1,1 l,L8 8erv '“ 3 111 Portugal, and been refitted Wbat would John not 

new have given to bo able to retail that refiaalf It was too late; but he hud 
counsellors base enough to auggrat that the remedy was still in bis own lauuk 
He Juki only to assassinate Columbus, and take possession of l,L, bis 
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discovery would thus «lie with hint Happily for his own fame he spumed the a o i«t 
infamous suggestion; and Columbus, after a becoming reception, not less honour- 
aide to tin? giver than it must have !*.**■ n gratifying to the receiver, continued 
his triuuipluint progress to the court of Spain 

John was succeeded in 1 495 by his cousin Emanuel. who was thoroughly |V,rtl «»* 

» • ■ m dliCBVt 0 * 

imhtied with the spirit of enterprise which had animated his predecessor* nna«r 
Timid counsellors were not wanting who advised him to rest satisfied with the 
•liscoveries already made, and not run the risk of iwjtoverishing his hereditary 
dominions by expensive expeditions, of wliicii it was im{M*ssible to foresee the 
final result ; hut his resolution had been formed, and there could Ijc no douht 
what it was, when he was seen, in the third year of his reign, fitting out a new 
expedition for the avowed purpose of not only doubling the Cape of Good Hope, 
but afterwords continuing the voyage without intermission till the coast of 
India was reached In this expedition, which consisted of three small shi|*t, 
carrying 11*0 men. Bartolommeo Diaz held only a sultordiiuitc station. Nor 
had he even the satisfaction of seeing his discovery prosecuted by others; for, 
on arriving at the fort of El Mina, he was sent l»ack to Portugal, and not long 
after his return perished at sea. 

The command of the expedition, thus rather ungenerously withheld from 
Diaz was conferred on Vasco de Gama, a 
gentleman of the royal household, who had 
previously done good service at sea, and, 
by his subsequent conduct, justified the 
choice which hail l*een made of him. After 
a j>oHipoii$ ceremonial, more in accordance 
with the great object contemplated by the 
expedition than with the very inadequate 
means furnished for its accomplishment, 
the three small nhi|w left the |K»rt of Belem 
on Sat unlay, the 8th of July. 14!>T. They 
were aecoinjmuied by a small bark carrying 
provisions. ami a caravel, of which Diaz 
was captain Oft* the Canaries tlie vessels 
encountered a stonu. which se|»amted 
them, but they met again at Ca|>e Venl, 

which Imd been fixed as the place of rendezvous. Having next day anchored 
at Santa Marin, on the African coast, they repaired their damages, and took 
in water Diaz, proceeding no farther, returned homewards; the otlier vessels 
pursued their voyage. Another stonu. still more violent than the former, over¬ 
took them; and they had almost given up oil hope of weathering it. when it 
atmied. and they took shelter in n bay. to which they gave the name of Santa 
Elena. Vasco de (lama attempted to hold communication w ith the natives, but 
' Voi.. I. 
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■* 11 I*'# niet with an inhnspiutl dc reception, which loft him no indinntinft t*> prolong hi* 
stay. He set sail again on ther Ifith qf Xnvenrin'r, having already been more 
tlum fiuir months jm .-tea ; and two days after mine within night nf the I ’up.- 
c€ OcK)r| Hope, which, after tacking a Unit in u*>iis.rsjui‘TiLV ««f 1 iHinjjf winds, 
they doubled on the iftth of Xoveiulier, muid the sound of muriv and gen end 
rejoicing. 

rv^i.bus They were now fairly launched on the Indian Ocean, hut instead of steeritur 

cw¥F« fthmg m + 

•*™« right Across it, continued for a time to follow the const, making careful ,bner 

k'f Afm:i . . t .. r 

Vatious, and daily discovering some new object to excite their wonder. On 
Chrtutedfey. 1+97. they sriiv hand, which, in honour of the day. they (idled 
I iomi de Natal: mid which, util] retaining its tin mo promi -s to rise into 
importance ns u British colony. The next, land visited Itelongcd to the Kaflras. 
with whom they had much friendly intcrvoiirse. 

In procetijiiig farther north, lln? expeditbm was much impeded L_v vnm-nts, 
AyhiLdi induced Oft Gnina to give ih*' mime of GaLo d& CWrimjte# to ri prominent 
headhunt mid to keep for out to sea hi orckr to avoid the risk of being embayed 
Owing to this. So fain, which wan then the great emporium of this part of Vfrjm. 
wtii= jni>Be<l without being seen. I ke natives appeared now to he mom eivilhieri 
than those who had previously been seen, and instead of the timid and ftietpi- 
dims liHik.s which others luul manifested, made themselves as familiar with the 
Portuguese as if they had been old scquiuat&neesL As their language' wjis not 
uiulcriti hhL the conversation by signs wjw* nce^.ssjirily confined within w a y 
narrow limits, hut enough was (xuiuntmicated to satisfy Vasco de Gsmii that 
they were accustomed U- mingle with people in a still more advanced state of 
civillzutiuii. Fwo diiefs in particular who paid him a visit in their own ImkiK 
gave him T.P understand tint they had seen ships ns large as those of the Poiiu* 
gucsv; and after tb^y hint returned \» the shorn, fiam two ph-ecs of ,n|io* on 
kwir-1 f ur sale This doth, which it is almost nevdluas to mention, takes ita 
asruil name from the town of Calicut. excited it particular intend in the 
Piirtugai^e, because supposog it, purhaps crmncmmly, to be the product of 
thrd dty, it mis the first specimen of Indian manufacture which they had met 
with in their voyage. it was regarded as mi onn-n of future m&»s* in their 
grt-nt umkrtaking, and lam is? Yascu du Gamu gave to the stream, at the mouth 
of which the» transactions took place, the tuune of Ri& 4$ Buentut Sin 
or River of Good Signs. 

jjjjggj Having again set sail on the 24th of February, 1403. tiro vessels continued 
voyage along the coast through the ctumud of Misjimbhjiic, and on 
arriving opposite te the town of that mime, were ladled by n number of little 
boats, the crews tf which umde signs to stay for them The vessels cart anchor, 
and the boalinen* without showing the iea.it tunr, jej^K*tl :it on^- 1 nbi.sud* made 
ttaftiidVBi at home, Ute Kid drmik freely, and conversed in Amble 

with nne of the crow who tedostood LUt bnguoge. The intereoiinie at hist 
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ptmubscd to be vay friendly, hut *m It# being difJCOViuvd by the sheikh or dlief, ah uw 
that tin: Portuguese were not, a- he hud originally supposed. Turks anil Maho¬ 
metans. but OtuimtiaUH, bia manner suddenly changed. ami tdl fill seeming 
friendship WHS nt !l 11 end V Itimately open hostilities were declared* and the 
Portuguese avenged tbmn selves hy bombarding and destroying the town of 
Moa&mbiqmi 

'I Ims again weighing imehar, (joatitiUL*il their course northwards, anil iti™iliip« 

mrived ?il llit! ittlnmi of Muiiibis. with a town of yune name. Here the .aid M^ 
sliming friendship of thr Moon proved ns fhW na that of the 1 nimbi units of [l,,t 
Moaunbi'pie; and Vasco do Oman, believing* on the confesrion uf two Moors* 
whom In* ImrliariiiMly- put to the torture by dropping hot ixicou upia their Hash, 
that ;i plot find been tinned |br Ilia destruction* hastened his departure, and did , 
not again halt till he arrived off Mdmik, which delighted the Portuguese, as it l 
rt- mrin lcl (hem mere fd'hotnc tliati iiiiy African city they had yel seen, It was 
seabed on the level pan of a rocky shore, amid plantations of palms and orchards 
of orange and other fruit- trees, covered a large apace. and consisted of houses 
built of stone. three it-irka high and with terraced rootk 

At first tire inhabitant*. who were probably acquainted with the tnsnaoc- 
tiiin> at M^sambique cud Monikas, kept jiIuoC buL u good understimdliig was 
eventually establiKhod; and the king, though a Midiometau, so fur forgot his 
prejudice* that he afforded the Portuguese every facility for obtaining pro- 
vLihiTiu, juul even made a lorn ml visit in his barge, 

It was now unnecessary fir Lit.* Portuguese to continue their oouftie along 
the African co.1-1 Their object had been to obtain such information ns might, 
eojgfejft them to proceed with safety acroaa the ocean towards India. Melinda 
hirnisiiL-d tlmm with all that they required Four ships from India were thru 
lying in jbs hatbjur, and little difficulty wus found hi obtaining a pilot capable 
nf acting an their guide. Thin pilot named Melon,« Kama, was & native of Qu^ 
jurat, jl11 1 1 bud a thorough knowledge of Ids profession. The compass, charts, 
mul cuadiuntawcrQ quite fiimilkr to him; and an astrolabe shown him A 
dii inferior to Hither instruments which he had seeji used for the saute purpose, 
that ho scarcely condescended to notice it Before leaving Meluuln. lie (iuimi 
was visited by person* belonging to the Indian aldjMt He Imagined them to 
be Christiana, because Qfl during nl">ar-l they prostrated themselves before an 
image of the Virgin, jteofiably mistaking it for one of their own idols; hut it is 
plain, from the do^oriptinti given of them, that they were Iliads They were 
clotlieil in lung gowns of white calico, wore their Itnir, which wiih long like that 
of women, phri Ltd imder their tuff ana, and ate no beet 

The expedition sailed from Mdind.. Tuesday, the 23d of April* J4IIS, tm& 

' . ,. « . i , , tiU 1 Unlit* 

after ii pn^joinnis-Vo VH ^ of tmurty-three days, saw ha dm, on r rainy, the ljth k.<uil 
nf M iy. Tltey were off the Mkhbnr coast* which was at the distance of eight 
loagueat, amt rose high and hold from tlm nee, Their dcstimitioa was Calicn: 
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* n ua*. nncl as they were considerably north of it. they changed their course to south¬ 
east. On the 20th they beheld, to their unspeakable delight, the lofty wooded 
tcrmitoi rising behind that city, and shortly after east anchor alwut two leagues 
below it 

Calicut, .situated on the open bead), without roadstead or harbour, though 
partially protected by a rooky bank, inside of which kiilu.I 1 vessels lie tolerably 
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sheltered. was then the capital of a Hindoo sovereign, who, under the title of 
it- «*miruv sum try or zamorin, ruled a considerable extent of country in the south-west 
of the peninsula This title is probably the corruption of Tuinuri, the name of 
a rajah on whom, according to popular tradition, a prince called Cheruman. after 
dividing his territories among his other chieftain* lind nothing more remaining 
to bestow than bis sword. “ with all the territoiy in which a cock crowing at a 
small temple here could be heard 1 The territory thus assigned took, from the 
singular nature of the grant, the name of Culioo-du, or the Cock-crowing, which 
in course of time was metamorphosed into Calicut This account may Ihj set 
aside as fabulous; but it is certain that in whatever way the original nucleus of 
the tern ton' was acquired, the sword of Cheruman proved the most valuable 
part of his bequest, and enabled Tainuri to place himself at the head of all his 
brother chieftains, and transmit his power to a series of suc^bow. One of 
these had been converted to Mahometanism 2 by some pilgrims who had been 
wrecked on his coast while proceeding to visit Adam s Peak in Ceylon; and 
with the zeal of a new convert. **t out on a pilgrimage to Mecca. He never 
returned; hut the favour shown to Mahometans during his reign, and the 
encouragement which, in consequence of his recvmmcmlatioii, they received 
from hi* successor. luul induced them to settle in great number*, and enabled 
Uiom to iK^uire much inHuenoe in Cmnganore, Calicut, and the surrounding 
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districts Huch whk the state of mRUors when the PorfcttgtH^ arrived* end it b a u oh 
mtt&Bftfy to attend to It, m furnwhmg a key to ninny subsequent proceedings 

Du UiitLLi having anchored* ns alre&i W mentioned. was immediately visited ftntiwi, 
by jOHisft ftrimtl fkhiiig -lwTiiLt H , anil under their guidance sailed as 11■ ■-u t>» i ’client ev-iuku^ 
as the depth or water would allow. Ho tuul brought - ■ stJ criminal). from 11 

Portugal, wiio&e sentence had lueen re nutted in wasldemtton uf tlnu danger to 
which tiny were to Ijo cxp'^d by kdiig geilfc anhult? Lo hold intercourse With 
the natives* under drcarostnru -= i ■ ■ liMinlous to justify the employment of 
uuy of tli 1 .' I-]v i .v. On ia id t.lenciiiimls was accordingly des p atc h e d along with 
thfl fishermen, in order that the reception given him might enable He Gama to 
shape hia future course. He was immediately surrounded by a crowd whose 
curiosity could hardly bo wit idled. though it was more importunate than rude. 

As his ignorant-t.* of the language made it U-Ndltsss to ask him any questions* tliey 
took him t*> Lit*.! house of twu M-muu one of whom, called Monzoi<le—who, from 
In 1 Log :•. native of Tunis, knew him i 1 ► he Portuguese—gave utterance to his 
astoiikhmeni hy exclaiming in Sjumlah. "The devil take you! Wliat brought 
you hithm i" Alter Rome explaaatioiLs, MomsaJda went oti with him to tbo 
>;!![!.<. and nn approaching .Ho tiasim erie 1 aloud in Sjutumli, "Omni Jiiuk! g* H “l 
luck! Many rubiest many cmfflulchl Thou art Imund to give God thanks 
for having brought thee where there are all sort* of spices ami precious stones, 
with all the ridies of the world De Gama and bis crew were or* aiojcrised 
mui at lij-'t-ting with one who ctitidd sjieak their language sn far from 

home, that they wept for joy 

Having teamed from Mcnsaide that the zamorin was then at iV'iuuiy n m, n W i, 
village at the mouth offc river tif '•kuus name, about thirty-six. m i h•- south. from 
Calicut, Jde Gama immediately annminced his arrival intim ating at the same 
time that lie was the bearer of j.l letter to him from his mas ter the K.ing of 
Portugal* a Christian prince. The zrtmoriuv in answer* hade him welcome, and 
scut a jjjlr.h to induct the ships to a wrier anchorage. near a village called 
PfUbduE&ne Hr accepted of tin* aervictJh of tlio pilot, but demurred at first to 
avail himself of uii invitation hy the- eottwl or chief magistrate, to go xis-iiMn- 
and proceed hy land to Calicut On second thoughts, however, he became con¬ 
vinced that tliL* was a risk which he ought Lo run; and while Ids brother Paul 
wild commanded one of the ships, and the other officer*, reminded him <d the 
danger to lie apprehended, not so much from [he natives, whom they mskted 
on regarding n> Christiana, a- from the Mount whose deadly enmity they hud 
already experienced on the African coast he announced hi* detennmatiun, let 
what would beUde him, to go ashore and leave no means untried to settle a 
treaty of commerce ami perpetual malty. 

On the 29th of Mav r after leaving orders tliflfc m the event of any accident in»n™i 

. ..... , .. ','il MU. 

befalling him. the wsseb) were to return Inane with the news of In* discovery, ™ 
he set out in his knit, attended by twelve of his company* with flag* waving 
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nml tminjiett sounding. Tii? cdwral was waiting to receive liim %vit!i 200 
mtirt, understood to l>e tile nobility of the country, And a large promiscuous 
assemblage. Two puluntpiiiLs had been proviiieil one for I)e Gama oml another 
for the cutwnl; the rest of tlie nUendnut* followed on foot. During the jour¬ 
ney they paid a visit to a temple built of freestone, covered with tiles, and ns 
large as a great monastery. In front of it staul a pillar ns high ns the mast of 
a ship, unde of wine, with a veitluHiock on the top, nud over the entrance 
hung seven bells. The interior wx* full of images; and those, ns well assume 
of the ceremonies, continuing the Portuguese in their previous belief that the 
natives were Christians, they begtri to pay their devotions. The dimness of 
the light did not allow them to the kiml of figures they were worshipping, 
but on looking around they discerned monstrous sliai*es on the walls, *ome 
with great teeth sticking an inch out of their mouth, Others with four arms and 
such frightful face* t.lmt one of tie Portuguese, on ladmlding one of them. be- 
fun: wliicli he was making his genufiexion, exclaimed, ** If this he the devil, it 
is God 1 worship.' On approaching the city the multitude l»ecamc immense, 
and the cotwal halted at the li ,k *isr of his brother, who was waiting, along with 
a number of naira, to conduct Oe (lama with all the |>oinp of an ainloissador 
into the royal presence Though almost stilled by the press, he was ho much 
gratified tlrnt he could not help observing to those uround liim, “They little 
think in Portugal wlmt honour its done us here.” 

The palace, at which they arrived an lionr liefore sunset, Imd a hantbouio 
apirearancv, and was Hummudd by trees, and gardens adorned with fountains. 
It was entered by a series of five inedosures. each having its own separate gnte 
and such was the eagemesi of the popular t<> squeeze themselves in, that 


several were crushed to «leath At the grand entrance I)e Gama was received 
by tlie chief minister and hlgh-piust a little old man, who, after embracing 
him, took him with his attendant* into the prwwnce. The hall of audience was 
set round with seats, rising as in a theatre; the floor was carjioted with green 
velvet, and the walls hung round vith silks of diverse colours. At the head of 
tlie hall the ziunoriu lay reclined »n a kind of $ofh, with a covering of white 
silk wrought with gold, and a rich canopy overhead He was a large, stout 
man, of dark complexion, advanc'd in years, and with something majestic in 
his upjiearance He won* a short coat of fine calico, adorned with brunches and 
roses of Iwaten gold; the buttons wrerc large | K «rU Another piece of white 
calico reached to his knees A kind of mitre, glittering with fieori* and pro- 
cious stones, covered his head; hii earn were strung with jewels of the same 
kind; and both his finger* and tow were loaded with diamond rings. His arms 
ami legs, left nuked, were adorned with gold bracelet* Near him stood two 
gold basons and a gold fountain; the one bason contained lietel and arecu nut, 
whidi was bunded him by an attendant, the otlwr received it when chewed [ 
the fountain supplied water to rinse Iiis mouth 
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Aft«r Uk Gaum on tens J uiitl tuudo Hut olffiLemui! avcjardiug t-u the cun tom of a.u iim 
die country, by hawing hi> In> iy three times and lifting up hi* hands, tin 1 
Htiimnu h hiked kindly sit Etiitn, reooguHed him by a acareely perceptible inch Tim su^.-- 
natinti of tJjt- bond, and nidi-red butt by sign.-* to advatux; and sit ifavm near 
bun The attendants being admitted, tok their seats opposite, mui wer» 
regfllvd with fruits. On calling for water to drink, a gulden cup with a spout 
wed brought, hut they were told that if was coifed deivd Imd rummer,; to tnurii 
thi’ vessel widi their lips. Thy awkwnrduiAis if the tVutugueee, winy, in at- 
tempting fc* ilriuk hy the apoiit, tidier rluiked themselves with Uie water df 
spilled it upon their cliithcs, gave much amusement to die court, Do Ottnm 
having been asked by the K-iiiLorin to open his InLsluess, gave him to underatiuid 
that [.he rimtom of princes in Europe was to bear luid^stuih is in the ]'thence of 
only ii few of their chief counsellors. The suggestion was immediately adapted, 
and the audience t^rk place in another apartment similar to the former, where 
udy He Giuaii and another Pnrxuguese, who acted ns his interpreter, nfi the one 

aide, :iud the a.r in. hi- chief minister, the comptroller of his household, and 

his l»etel .server on die other, were present. When linked wfrtrwe he entire, and 
with whut object De Gama answered that he was an ambassador >*f the King 
of Portugal the greatest prin t- in all the Wusfc, winy having heard that- Shore 
were Christian princes in the Indies., of whom the King of \ about was the ehkd 
had sent mi iunbn.au I er to concluda a treaty of trade and friendship with him. 

He added. tlust for sixty years the Ring of Portugal and his prvlew^sor* had 
been OudeavotKXQg to discover India hy shi, and bud at length atm needed lor 
the first time. In anticipation of this flacOfeS, the king. It is msialer. had 
infrusted him with two letters, tlie delivery of which, jis it wap. now late, be 
would, with the jppk^l iHsrinbsrion, defer till to-HHJcrow. De Gama had 
reason to think lit? laid mill a favourable impression, as the K&incriu rejieateJ 
his welcome, made inquiries as to the dislnnce to Portugal, and the time 
oceu|iied by t he vuyagr T and declared his wdllingiioss not only to recognise the 
King of Portugal ils Iils friend arcl brother, but to send, ;in ambassador 10 his 
court 

Da 1 hun% after p MWfoff the night, with bin uitendunts iu a lodging Specially 
provided fur them, [mgnii. next morning to prepare a' present for the smiuorin. r™-ni 
He was iu,'l '■veil supplied lor that ptirpufe; hut sifter selecting four pittas "I 
scarlet, nix Jiuby four hmuelicfi of cuntl, six aliuasars, a pared of braes, u clie§l 
of emgar, two Ijftrrela of oil and two of honey, seat for the royal factor and cuti- 
wsd to ask their opinion On looking ut the articles they burst into a laugh, 
and told him that the p» -rest merchant who avoir to the port insule a Udtvr 
prcaoni A kliid uf altcrnitkiu ni.jse and at lust the factor and eotwaj depfated, 
after taking lii- promiih. L that he w-mld nut vidt ch'-' king till they returned to 
g.i wit h i.iui I to waited the whole lay, but they' never uppenrol On the djiy 
fallowing, wlion they arrived, and lie i^uipbincd of their bekiviunr. they mode 
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A U ** 5 * light of it and U*gun to talk indifferently of otlier matters. The fnct was that 
they had been gained by tlie Moors, who, fearing that their interests might be 
seriously affected by the opening up of a new trade with Europe, ami die con¬ 
sequent decline of tlmt which had hitherto been carried on by the Red Sea. 
were determined to leave no means untried to frustrate the object of the Portu¬ 
guese exjKrditiun. 
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When L)e Gama went to the palace to pity the visit which, according to 
appointment, should have been paid a day sooner, tin* effect of the Moorish 
intrigue was very apparent He wn-s kept waiting for three hours; and when at 
last admitted, was told angrily by the zamorin that he had waited for him ail 
the day Indore. He was then asked how it was tlmt. if he came from no great 
and rich a prince as he represented his king to be, he brought no present with 
him. though in every embassy of friendship tlmt most la* regarded as a neces¬ 
sary cmleutiaL De Gama made the best excuse |tossib!e in the circumstances, 
hy referring to the uncertain issue of his voyage, which made it imprudent to 
provide a present which there might lie no opportunity of delivering, and pro¬ 
mising Hint if he lived to carry home the news of his discovery, » suitable 
present would certainly arrive. The zamorin, not yet satisfied. observed, “I hear 
you have a St Mary in gold, and desire I may have tlmt" De Gama, taken 
somewhat abaek at this demand replied tlmt tin* image was not gold. but onlv 
gilded; and as he attributed his preservation at sea to its influence, he 
must be excused for not parting with it The zamorin, quitting the subject 
asked for the two letters, which indeed contained only the same thing in dupli¬ 
cate, the one written in Portuguese and the other iu Arabia The latter, inter¬ 
preted by Monzaide. wan in purport as follows:—“As Men as it was known to 
the King of Portugal tlmt the King of Calicut, one of the mightiest princes of all 
the Indies, was a Christian, he wus desirous to cultivate a trade and friendship 
with him. for the convenience of lading spices in his ports; for which, in 
exchange, the commodities of Portugal should be sent, or else gold and silver, 
in case liis mijesty chose the same; referring it to the general, his ambassador, 
to make a further rejiort This letter, and the noble !*aring of Vasco <le 
Gama, who throughout the interview behaved in a manner lx*eouiing tlie high 
character which he claimed, disabused the mind of die zamorin of the impres¬ 
sion received of him through die intrigues of the Moore, who had sedulously 
circulated a rumour that he was no ambassador, but merely a pirate He there¬ 
fore Conversed with him in the most friendly manner, and gave him full liliertv 
to bring any merchandise be find with him ashore and dispose of it to the 1>est 
ml vantage. 

Ihe next day, the 31st <>t May. De Gama prejmred to return to his stops, 
and was actually on the way to Pandarane, when the Mooix fearing that if ho 
once got away he would not again return, induced the cotwal, hy n huge hrilaj, 
to hasten after and detain him. so as to afford them on opportunity of disposing 
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of him summarily. The cotwal accordingly a*t out in pursuit, and found I>e ad. 101 
(tanui hastening on considerably in advance of his attendants. The cotwal 
ralliixl him on his haute, and asked him if he was running away. He answered, 

“Yes; 1 am running away from the heat;' and continued hw journey, the cot- 
wul keeping close by him till he reached the village. It wa> sunset liefore his 
men came up. hut he called immediately for a hoot The cotwal at first endea¬ 
voured to dissuade him, but finding him resolute, pretended to fiend for the 
boatmen, while at the same time he sent another message, ordering them to 
keep out of the way. The consequence was that no boot «p|>eamL and there 
was no alternative but to pass the night on shore. 

In die morning matters assumed a still more threatening appearance. The 
cotwal. instead of bringing a boat, told liim to 
order hia ships nearer shore, and on his refusal, 
tlirew off all •lisguise. telling him that as he 
would not do what he was ordered he should 
not go on Issu'd De Gama waa Uhls to all in¬ 
tents a prisoner The doors of his lodging were 
shut, and several uairs with drawn swords kept 
guard within. Coello meantime had come with 
his l*>Ats within a short distance of die shore; 
and, fortunately, by communicating with cue »u" 

L)e Gamas sailors, who lmd l**en left outside, 
wok apprised of his situation. Tlie cotwal, while 
he still detainer! him. seemed afraid to prvcecd 
to violent extremes: and after tinding that he 
could not lure the vessels into the harlumr, so 
as to give the Moors an opportunity of destroy¬ 
ing tliem. changed his tactics and asked only 
dmt the merchandise sliould In* sent ashore, Bmr or #m», muroth l “ tu ^7 ~ F:ra ' 
liis object ap]>arendv was to appropriate it to 

himself; and as He Gama’s presence interfered with this object, he was easily Ilk 
induced, as soon as the merchandise arrived, to allow him to deport 

De Gnrna, once free of the cot wal and his associates, determined not again 
to place himself in their jower. but took care by his factor. Diego Diaz, brother 
of the more celebrated Bartolommeo, who fir»t doubled the Cape, to acquaint 
the zamorin with the unworthy treatment to which he had been subjected 
The zamorin seemed much incensed, and promised both to punish the offenders ^ 

and send merchant* to purchase the goods. He could scarcely have lavn rin- 
«>re. for the insolence of the Moors increased; and the goods, which they took 
ever}* opportunity to depredate, found few purchasers. A kind of traffic, how¬ 
ever, was established; and after permission w as given to remove the goods from 
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place between tba Port uglier anil the natives. They were not destined. bow 
ever, to part so amicably 

M'-iv than two i&rmtJis luul elapsed since the arrival of x i i- I'.n_ i :■ 
vaseIs, and as the north-euat monsoon, on which they defended for their return 
l. 'Ljjt u .lj-Is, wm about to set to, Dc Gama, on the lOfch of August, sunt Diego 
Diaz to the zamorm with a present of searft), silks, coral and other things, and 
a uotiffeatinii of Lis intention to depart He was obliged to wait four day* 
for ivlmiflsioix and was then fectorred with a frdwftmg countenance 'Dio 
ainorm'B mind tuul been completely poisoned; and in' regarded tire Portuguese 
viliter m pirates, who had come for plunder, or spies, who, after m'.puLsntino 
themselves with the country, intended to return with ft ihet sufficient to invade 
it Accordingly a guard wm set over the house which the Portuguese Imd used 
for a factory. preventing all egyess ; and a preehimatiun issued prohibiting all 
intercourse witli the Portuguese ships. 

Du Gmna, nu learning what had happened, wm much incenwd, but deter¬ 
mined to proceed warily, and employ craft against craft Two days after the 

proclamation, four Lute 
arrived in an oltuadin, 
with precious stones lor 
*ah\ They were suspected 
to be spies; but Do Gama 
spike to them m if he 
wen? entirely ignorant 
what hud taken place in 

A* AmLi.L-t. 1,—Fr-JfU DhawaolT ^ tibm Lfj IniiiiE tTh 1"&J ,. . .,, 

Calicut, and allowed them 
tn di-part-, in the hop; liiut their return would induce other [sermons of mnn> ennse 
quenctj to pay him a visit Jf«r wm he mistaken. For the znmorin. convinced 
hy Do Gama's conduct that be was ignorant of the detentiim of Kin lac ter l)w, 
and Ivis secretary Braga, who were both in the Factory when the guard was set 
over it. sent people on board to keep him amused till lie should be able to effect 
tin- destruction of Ids shijis by preparing a fleet in his own ports, or bringing 
fitiM ft*# Mecca for that purpose. Do Gama kept Lis own counsel, till one day 
when six of the principal inhabitants arrived with fifteen attendant* He 
immediately seized them, mid Kent u letter tuihnre. demanding Lis factor and 
hcm-tayv- in exchange. After some pftrieyiug* Dhiz and Braga were aunt aboard, 
mid tin- pririi.'i] m] inlmbibints who were naire, wen? returned Tlir niteud-jate, 

however wore detained on the plea that some of ttji* Portuguese mervhandkL 
wm still unaccounted flit This wm mere pretence on De Gaum a put., for he 
luid already determined u* -mry off the ]*»<t native to Portugal, ami uxhjhh 
ft* the vouchers of bln dLsmvciy. Immediutely after making this announce 
tnent to those who had been sent for the natives, and demxigg them tn inform 
tbe remurin tbalbu would shortly return and give him full means of judging 
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whether the Chrifitiai* were thieves, us the Moo» had persuaded him. he weighs 1 
anchor and set sail on his homeward voyage 

Two days after their departure, when the ships were lying becalmed a league 
from Calicut the zamorin's fleet of forty vessels « seen approaching. full of 
wiaiem Their object was obvious; but the Portuguese, by means of the.r 
oohuu.ee. managed to keep them at bay till a gale fort.mately sprung up. and 
thov got clear off, though not without being pursued for an hour and a halt 
De Ciama. fora short time, kept near the coast; and when within twelve leagues 
of lion, received the alarming intelligence that the whole coast was in motion, 
and that in all its harbours vessels were being fitted out for the purpose of inter¬ 
cepting him. Longer delay, therefore, seemed .langerous, ami he at once put 
out to sea. The voyage home was tediousaud disastrous; but ultimately Belem 
was needled in September. U99. after an absence of two yearn and two montlis. 
Of the original crew, only fifty returned alive The news of their arrival was 
hailed with extraordinary demonstrations of joy throughout the kingdom; am 
lie Gama, after being conducted into Lisbon in triumphal procession, wits raised 
u. new honours and liberally ,-ensioned. So elated was King Emanuel wuh the 
success of the expedition, that he forthwith added to his titles that of Lord of 
the Conquest ami Navigation of Ethiopia. Arabia. Pereia, and the Indira 

No time was lost in fitting out a new expedition on a more extended rode 
it consisted of thirteen vessels containing 1200 mem ind sailed from Belem 
on the 9th of March. 1800, under tiie command of Pedro Alvarez Cabral Among 
tiw captains were Bartolommeo Diaz, the discoverer of the Cape ot Good Hope, 
and his brother. Diego Diaz who had been factor to Vasco de Gama llie 
Canaries were seen on the 18th; but from ti.em the course was so far west¬ 
ward that the first land they reached was a new continent, the dmcovery of 
which, though little importance appears to have been attached to it at the tune, 
ultimately proved the most valuable acquisition made by the crown of 1 ortugal 
It was Brazil The expedition again sailed on the 2d of May for the Uipe •• 
Good Hope, but was tlirewn into considerable alarm by the appearance of a 
comet which continuc.1 to increase for ten .lays, and shone so brightly as to be 
visible both day and night • The disasters. of which it was dreaded as the fore¬ 
runner, seemed’ to be realized by the bursting of a storm with such suddenness 
and furv that before the sails could I* furled, four of the vessel*, one of then, 
commanded by Bartolommeo Diaz, sunk, with every soul on board, luul the 
others were so .battered and filled with water that had not their sails been so 
torn 08 to leave nothing but lore poles, they must certainly have founder,-. 

Dreadful as the storm was, it was ultimately weathered, and Cabral found, 
on its alerting. tliat the Cape of G.K«1 Ho|.e was already doubled. Continuing 
along the south-east coast of Africa, he fell in with two vessels at anchor near 
Sofnia They took fright and made for tin. shore, hut were pursued and over¬ 
taken. They proved to be Moorish vessels bound for Melinda. As the I’ortu- 
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LI> gut** were on friendly terms with its cbiuf. Cabral wm sorry f<»r what had 
happened, more imperially aa the m0€& valuable part of the cargo consisted of 
c which during the terror of the lljght, hud been thrown overlwmnL On 
expressing Ins regret, tin- Mwrbh captain gravely asked wta-tlwr h v had not 
* W wiaonl with him. who might conjure it tip from the Ixittotu of the siml At 
Melinda, where the chief provod aa friendly ns before (lit hnd was funnshr-d 
with two Cmjerat pilots Under tbeif guidance he made n prosperous voyngc* 
ncross the Indian Ocean, and east anchor within a league of Calumt <m the I ;ith 
of Se plenaWr 

m Shortly niter ins arrival aevewd nnirs ciuue on board bringing the zamorin's 
liiim. welcome, ami making great offers of Jriendfthip. Cabral vnut thus induced in 
taki- his shij>.' nearer the city, and sent a* ho tv four ilu tires whom Vji:-xm> de 
taumn had carried off Fie ivfUmnh sent a messenger, intimating 1 that he I’mia: 
troin Portugal purely to nettle trade and friendship; but, taught by Be tinrmi* 
exjieneneo. he refused to land till hostages were given This demand produced 
some delay and altercation, hut ut last six uf the prindjeil natives arrived, and 
b-iii.J ventured ashore The interview took: place in a pavilion, erected on 
u-!eVi, r i,ir l |;, - v - n ear the water-edge The j&unorm. dressed nearly as when Du (hinni 

maenb vnhd him, dazzled nil eyes wifelf the size anil brilliancy of the diamonds, rubies* 
Sapphires, and peuik winch studded his girdle mid hung from his ears or 
i-overed his lingers mid toes tils chair of state and jxiknquiii, all of gold and 
silver. curw'Jy wrought, gllrtened with precious stone*; and, among other 
Articles composed of the preowms metals, were three gold aurl seventeen, silver 
trumpets and various silver lump*, and censers sumking with perfume* Cabral 
ikfter delivering his cn^enthik. and stating the desire of the King of Portugal to 
enjoy tin: zainoriri * friendship and establish at Calicut a hieiory, which *houM 
lie supplied with all kind* nf European goods* mid take upires m exchange, *>r 
pay f ir them in ready money, caused the present to lie brought in. It conristerJ 
ot a wrought silver basin gilt, a fountain of the same, n silver cup with a gilt 
cover, two cushion* of clotli of gold, and two of crimson velvet, a doth of suite of 
the same velvet striped and bound with gold bee and two rkb pieces (farm* 
(gj Bo &t all things had gone on smoothly; hut hem-nth this seeming friendship 
mutual distrust was at work. preparing for a Jind rupture. First, the hostages, 
on looming that Cabral wus preparing to return, began to suspect that they 
might I« detained altogether, and endeavoured to escape by leaping into tin- 
sea Some weccvded, while those re-captured wore treated with some degree uf 
InushuBefore the inistmdetstaiuIIrig thuswcaaioned was cotnplet- ly deared 
up. Cabral ] imp.-i^l to send 0 message to the /-unarm, to auk whether be wa- 
willing to finish the agreement which he had begun So ntnmg wn* th- 
conviction among the Portuguese that this message would only make mat • 
Worse, that Fiwncboo 0>rrea wna the only man in the fleet hold enough to 
ounteer to carry it. Contrary to expectation. Correa met with a friendly 
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rtwptmti. nn>i completed m armngmnmit hy which n regulur fetogt tm Kwiory ad. 
utln c-?ifill | H'i!i’.''l in Calicut HliilCT th^'hiihmlhvr. Aviv- Onva Tliin 
factor sevuu to have beers very indiffmrently qualified for his nfliou; mul albiw^d 
him*df to Ik- upon ai all luuwk and mote <^pcdnlly by the Muons. who 

nerer ceased their intrigues from the fin* moment when the Portuguese 
made their ap|*&raiuv At th+ ir inatigatiun *omv hostile niftnifrstodtms wvre 
^f jL t pnrtieidwly by Khoja Comireci, Use admiral of Calk-at: and app^ine* 
iitcnme uo nUrming tlwt Cabral deemed it necessary to quit the harbour, uid 
gtood out to sea Ttie zomorin exprtsaaed deep and opjairently si nce re regret 
at the caum of C.ibml’s removal and showed a wSllingtie® to bike whatever 
eteps might be necessary to restore confidence. He gave orders to prevent the 
interferences of the floors, removed an officer whom he had placed in the fectory, 
nnd mbstitoted another, «ho r he thought would be more acceptable He even 

tobfe the still more decided step of temoving the fectoiy a wlllcl ‘ 

g» vt . the Mwrs tuo great control over it, and gave the Portuguese ii perpetual 
MTnnt of -i new house mure conveniently situated near the sea shore Uh 
u<mm! effect of these measures was soon visible; and the Portuguese walked 
the Erects of Calicut as safely, and as free from molestation, AS tf they had 
l»een iu Lisbou 

Tin? Moors, whose resources in intrigue were inexhaustible, determined to 
break! up this imderatendiug, and tried U. effect it by a rather singular expedient. 
Availing themselves of the vindictive feelings iff the officer who hud been 
removed frein the Portuguese factory they employed him to persunde Correa 
Tint Cabral could not confer a greater service on the aimorin tlian to «**&** 

,l large ship, which was bound from Qeyton to Cmukiy nr GujereC v 
elepluoits, One ij-f thase iinimak which the zamohn coveted, had l *ceti refused 
and as lie had thus been u^bk to obtain it by Ihir means. Le would 
gjnd to obtain it anyhow. The Moors cakukted that the master of the 
whom they 1m l put on hk guard, would be more than a match for the Portu¬ 
guese admiral ami, at all events, that the Portiiguese, by attacking a vessel with 
which they had no proper ground or quarrel would justify the reputation which 
they had given them as mere depredator Cabral M too easily into thesnare 
rhuct laid f^r liim; but, niter discovering the trick, made the best rqnminui h* 

could, by restoring the VtiflSGl to its. ownera 

Tim Moors, disappointed in their object, resumed their former practice* and 
threw many oVtoohimn in the my of the Portuguese; who, In consequence, tout 
the tune for their departure approaching whit* their ships remained unladen. 
C ; ,l,nil complained to the auneriru and ™ authorised to search the vessels 
of tiie Mourn and take whatever spires were found in them, only paying tire 
original cost prices. The Moore were too nujuereiia and influential to be thus 
summarily dealt with; Mid on one of their Alp being *h»i- ■■'■t-iiu--i [ ■ r,ui> 
sion from the fickle mmorin to retaliate. They took measures accordingly: and 
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Eumng excited a riot, stormed the Portuguese factory Many cif the inmates, 
mid among others Ayna Correa, th> principal factor, lost their lives; 

Cut-nil, not having received any apology for this outrage from the munurm, 
determined t-< take lih own method of revenge, without giving himself nny 
concern as to the lawfulness of tltfc means. On a sudden, without note of warning, 
lie made a furious onset on ten targe shij» which were lying in the liaxC-ur 
and after a contest, during which 600 of the Moors and natives perished* gamed 
possessdou of the cargoes and set. tilt alllps on lire, M4 widnlicl with thi?>, he 
opened Ins fire upon the town, Mnay of its public buildings were destroyed 
and the inhabitants becoming crowded iti their tUghfc, tell in great no ml tors. 
The zamorin. himself made a narrow escajn?, as one of his rutirs, who was 
immediately behind him was struck down by a. cannim-ball. 

Peace was now out of the question, and open war was declared Tito Portu¬ 
guese. however, lilid 3 h> idea of abandoning their Indian traffic; and on being 
dispossessed of one factory, immediately looked out for another. Farther south 
than Calicut, and bounding with it. was the kingdom nr njahship of Cochin. 

.gTjh&cij iljr -uj remafy of Galicnfc, hut liad often aspired to independence; 
and whs therefore easily induced to listen o* prep.- tulLs of amity ftom the Porta- 
guese. The power of these new viators had been signally displayed in Uieir 
recent tjuatewt with the iannoriu ; and the King of Cochin o-uld ^cai'oely Joule, 
that were their powerful aid secured, the yoke of Calicut might soon be ahnken 
off; Jbccordingly. when Cabral appeared off the coast, and stated Jim desire to 
make the town and harliotir of Cochin the -urjit of Portuguese itrinmerct'. Liu; 
terms were easily arranged. The raj alt, whose name was Tmimporo or Trimmn* 
pfttn ut once agreed to give hostages as a security that the Portuguese .should 
not Ihj trenehrrrnbdy dealt with when sishore. only stipuhtLiug that the Lwo nojr-+ 
whom he sent for Lhe purpose should l*e changed daily, m they could not eat on 
diiplmnl without becoming unfit for the royal presence, or, in other word*, 
losing caste. 

The harbour of Cochin, fo rming one Of a aeries of kgiHins which here line the 
coast, and have occasional openings by which ships can enter, waa far sup nor 
tu tltat of Calient: and the Portuguese saw reason to congratulate themselves 
• m their chang-- of locality; hut recant experience mad* 1 them caution h, and all 
that Cabral at hr4 ventured to do was |o land n factor of the name of Uimzato 
Gil Bxrim^a, a clerk, mi interpreter, and four criiuinnls udmin he hud brough! 
from Portugal, who were to net ay servants Their reception was very grfodmih.: 
but the court presented none of the dsuEsting state conspicuous at Calicut It 
^oon .qvpeamt, however tEmt it pus^-.s_d more valuable qualities For every 
promise* nuufe was fulfilled to the letter; and the hiding of the Forttignese 
VeSSeU with the spines wldch the coimtey produced in rdiijinliiueo, was ucooru 
pfished witlmul delay This difference of treatment w:i-; probably owing, m-r 
so much to the personal <|nalrticH of the sovereigns of Calicut and Cochin, os to 
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tljtiir relative positions—the former considering himself strong enough to make a d imh^ 
ills w ill law, and, if ao disposed, to piny tin* tyrant, while tlie latter, writhing 
under n galling yoke, was convinced that his best chance of escaping it was to 
throw himself into the hands of the Portuguese. This filing of a common 
intend nnd a common danger naturally smoothed down many difficulties, and 
made friendship, when once established, tinu and hurting. 

The impression which the Portuguese hud produced, both by the terror of TT **f* 
their arms and the extent of their commercial transactions, was strikingly 
evincel by the anxiety which several native states now manifested to secure 
their alliance. From the chiefs of two of these—Camuiore, situated consider¬ 
ably north of Calicut, and Coulan. or rather Quilon, situated considerably south 
of Ox'liin. in the state of Trnvoncore—messengers arrived to invite the Portu¬ 
guese to their harbours, promising them spices on cheaper terms than they could 
lx obtained at Oocliin. Cabral was. of course, inclined to opeu communications 
in oa many quarters ns {xssiblo, with a view to subsequent traffic; but at the time 
it was impossible to do more tliau promise a future visit, as lie hud more serious 
work on hand Just as he wtvj completing his cargo, a formidable fleet, com- 
pwe«l of twentydive large ships, and many smaller vessels, appeared off the 
It was said to have 15.000 soldiers ou l»*ml and to lx destined to 
avenge the injuries inflicted on Calicut This information was furnished by the 
Knjnh of Cochin, who proved Ills fidelity to his new* allies by offering them all 
the assistance in his power ; but Cabral thanking him lor the offer, felt confident 
that lie would prove more than a match for them single-handed. It would seem, 
however, tlmt this confidence w as somewhat shaken, for after some inomeuvrmg 
w ith the view of bringing the enemy to action, he suddenly cluuiged liis mind 
and sailed away in such haste, that he did not even take time to restore the 
hostages whom he had received from the rajah To increase Urn ignominy of the ^ 
flight, lie was pursued a whole day by the Calicut fleet. When it left him ^ 
at uight he appears to have availed himself of the darkness to regain the Mala- 
liar coast, und anchored in front of La nan ore, where he took in 400 quintals «»f 
cinnamon. The rajah waft so friendly that supposing tlie want of money to be 
the reason why he did not take more, he offered him any additional quantity on 
credit, and showed how anxi ous he was to cultivate the Portuguese alliance, 
by actually sending an ambassador writli Cubrnl to Europe for that purpose 
Nothing of much interest occurred on tlie homeward voyage, and Cabral 
arrived in Lislxn on the 31st of July. 1501. Of the ship* which originally 
formed the expedition only six returned. 

Before Cabral s arrival a third Portuguese expedition was on it* way to India ^ 

It had sailed in March, aud consisted only of three ships and a caravel with 
400 men. under the command of an experienced seaman of the name of Juan de 
Nuevo. His instructions, proceeding on tlie assumption tlmt Cabnvl had estal»- 
lLslied factories at Sofala and at Cubcut, were to leave two ot the vessels with 
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their oiugnes tit the firmer, olid proceed with the two n there to the Utter town. 
A> a precautionary measure the exjwdition was to call at Son Bias, situated cast 
'ff the (.‘ape nf * mmkI Hope, and wait h;n ilaj's to give an opportunity of meeting 
with any «f rinbraTs nhi | h. which wight U 1 on their way home, Hera tin.-; 
found a letter which Had been left f»r them, detailing the events which W| 

taken pi tiee nfc Olriiciit 
and Cochin. In eunae- 
i|Ueiice of this informa¬ 
tion, Juan do Nueva 
deemed it inipnirhmt to 
separate Si is vessels, and 
pruceedod with the whole 
for India, arriving in 
November at Anchediva, 
a munll island ou the 
eojoft .south of Ihuu 
Shortly lifter lie anchored 
off Cananore, tin? lujah 
of which was very Urgesil 
that he should lade there; 
hut anxiety to learn the state i.t matters at the factory induced hi m to decline 
and J uevton on to Cochirt 

Or arriving, he learned that the rajah, though greatly offended with Cabral 
for leaving without notice and carrying off his In. ■stages Siad proved a faithful 
oily, and given full pmteeticin in all the momhers of the factory; but that, the 
Mow® had carried their hostility so far ns on one occasion l.> ■ art. fin' U U. and 
in various way>, by I--predating the value of their merchandise, hud prejudiced 
rlu native trader* against them to such a degree, that they refused tn part 
with their spices except for ready money As this whs h commodity witli 
which -J mm <h Nuuva win* very scantily provided, he immedlately rein rind to 
Omfliiom, whera the rajah dealt with him much more liberally, and furnished 
him with 1 IKK) quintals of pepper. 50 of ginger, and 450 of rinrmmoii, together 
with Hifne co[t<m doth, to U- paid out of the proceeds of the grsKis which he 
Imd lodged for sale in n Portuguese factory established there. While occupied 
with these commercial transactions. Juan dr \m.-vu rvreiw,] mtolligeiu'e that n 
large fleet belonging to the ismiarin was oii the way to attack him The rajah 
who sent the intelligent:* udvi-ed him to land his man and ordnance, ,nd 
uuike an tmlreniiiment on shore, as the only effectual mentis of defence, He 
was not — rosily inti mi dat'd and n the next day, when 100 vessel were seen 
entering the l«riy, he advanced to meet them, and poured in Ids shot with such 
good effect, (hat tlu riunuriuH eomiaiUider hung out a flag of truce. and. altera 
parley, agree I tn rj nit the hay and make the best of his way hack to Oidknt 
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Tliif< failure made such an impression on the ramorin that tie proposed tern® of a d u- 2 
^■ 'Win hftrt rinn J Him iJij Nilevo, probably feeling that Ms power?. were not 
sufficient for transacting huMnts* of much importance. scdl for Europe 
Hiji homeward voyage was prosperous, and he arrival safely with all his slupA 

The min* unto brought home by Cal'ml tabbed the King of Portugal that u 

he must dtUer fit out his expeditions nn a scale nf greater magnitude, or ^"n!, L 
<least frt»u the attempt to establish u trade in the East The latter alter 
native' wn- not to be thought of; for even under the UKfit adverse circam- 
sUinees the profit had counter balanced the loss. It was therefore determined 
that lIh 1 - riJ'Kt expedition would It more adequate to the objects contemplated 
Th'.^e wore not merely to overawe any of the native Indian pritjtea who might 
he 'lisposod to bo hostile but to dmetise the insolence of the Moon* by attodting 
their trade in its principal seat Aeeordingly. the expedition now fitted our 
e insisted in all of twenty aMps Tile command. at first uttered to Cabral. wjl- 
ultimately given to Vasco de ( In,tun, who was to proceed directly To Indin with 
ten ship; while his brother, Stephen do Gftum. and Vicente Sudra were each to 
have the commjuid of a squadron of live, and clear the :-ea of Moots, tins one by 
tun tiring the Main bar Ci«wt atid the other by endring off the ehtmnoo to the 


Red Sen 

Yoaco de Gama, honoured with the title of Admiral of the Eastern St>as. set *JJ£* 
sjiil with Vicente S idre mi the i M s' I I ■ N -<'t- 0 <■ iltUtn d* Nia-v.i - 
return; Stephen do Gama did not leave before the 1st of May. Havtfig 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope, and sailed np the cast coast "t Africa. ior the 
purpose uf establishing factories at SofiUa and Mosambique, Vom do ‘lama 
after waiting till he was joined by bis brother. eontintted hi- course iwuiass the 
Indian Ocean, ami bad arrived within sight of Mount iJilly, a little n"rib 
1 if Ci manure, wh m he fell ilk with il large ship belonging to the Sultan nf 
Euypt It wns richly laden, and had on board n i n n y Mali 0 me tana ot imik 
and wealth bound on. a pilgrimage to Mecca. He immediately attacked it 
and captured it after a vigorous roastauce. To Ids disgrace ho made an nteo- 
oi nTXh um of his victory, Going 011 board he called the principal parssetiger- 
Iwfore him :mri ordersi them to produce whatever property they had to motiev 
nr in goods They denialred tiud most of hith hud tesm left in Calicut; but 
on his throwing one of them l murid hand and foot into thu sea, and threat - 
qniug to treat all the others in the same way, they lnxamie terrified. and 
vielded to lib demand Hr hud thus. secured a rich priiKf by quest kum Mo 
menus, nud ought at all events to lin ve loon satisfied with it. Instead of tin- 
ho m if be Into thrown aside even’ fading of hninanit)\ and res, lived 

to play the barliorijtu. not for the profit, hut merely Tot the pleasure it afforded. 

After dividing the phusd--i junong lib crew^ ami removing all ihe children 
( 1 lib own flliip iu order to fulfil a vow which hound Mm to make monks nt fill 
r : 1,fil"-, l, slculd l.llUH capture In- forced all tin- [^tigers and crew uf die 
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Mixiristli vessel Lx-low, and. having rmiled down the kuiches upon thorn, told Inis 
brother tii iset it on lire. The tiettdhih order whs executed; but tin unhappy 
victims, rendered desfjsrate, made Htjpt rhuman effort* and having broken open 
tin* Imtehus, tnteceeded in ijuoucliiug ilif thmex Hud they been the guiltiest 
wretches pn.sdihlv instead of being for the must prl imffenmve pilgrim.- tiny 
bad now surely done enough to save their lives. But no. Their destruction 
hod lieen ordered* and Yhjsoo tie ttema was noi to Ik.- mtiafted with Jes* 
Stephen, who proved himself rut unwilling instrument in his brother's hands 
was told to board, atid uoade the attempt, but met with such h reception 
from the Miihouititans, when they saw that no mercy was to L- exacted* as 
compelled him to retire. Hud L>e Gamu been acting under a Sudden hurst of 
passion, he hud now full time to iy,ul, hr night came uh olid not (dog mere 
could be dona till morning When he r«e f it was only to repent his inhuman 
advt: the vtj&& wits again boarded And set on tire, and 300 persons, of whom 
thirty were woman, were Ij turned to dentil, -t dr&wtt&E. ur slaughtered. Of 
:dl who were ill the vessel when the capture wns made. not a aoul escaped 
except the ekihteai, whom this bloody baptism initiated into the Iloinidi tlatk 

Afbr f.hLs infamoU-s mm^ietion one almost shudders to mention the tiamn til’ 
Vasco de Gama but thft course of the narrative cannot iu the in can time proceed 
without him In bis next proceeding, the caution which he used, wkoti lie 
thought it possible that his owa life might hem danger, irunlxastsstrangi-h with 
■he reeklessuess he showed when iniquitmisly disposing of the lives uf others. 
Having anchored off Canon are. he desired an interview with the rajah. hut as 
tilt- captivity he had sifffned ait Calient on his first voyage seemed si ill upper¬ 
most in ills mind. In? adopted lliti device of having a wooden bridge, which 
projected ft considerable way into the waiter At the end of this bridge, which 
was covered with carpets, ji pavilion was reared to form the hidl of Midienee. 
The rajah nude his appo&nuico first, attended by 10,000 ruiim. and advanced hi 
the pavilion Amid the beating of drums and ihiurbln s of trampete JDv Gama 
i-amii accompanied by all his bouts, adorned with lings, and took his place in the 
pavilion, under at salute of artillery. The rienilt ot the interview was a treaty 
at amity. und the est-nhUdiinimt of a Portuguese factory at l.'niuiuore. 

From Carmauns De Gama continued his turarae to Callout, and, making Ids 
Lippcoranee unexjieotedJy in the roads, captured several small Iwite, c"iit;i'ming 
ul.jout fifty natives. Whatever ju£t cause of quarrel he may have laid with tlie 
sam'irin, these prn;>r Creatum-’ wen- not implicated and yet. tin not obtaining 
redrew for the destruction of the Portuguese factoiy, and the loss of lives occa¬ 
sioned by it, he hung them up at the Yard-amt, and, after they were dead, (rut off 
their arms and feet and caused them to Iu: buried ashore, with a message to tin- 
Buxmrin, that similar treatment whs in reserve fur him^ lf for his repented 
breaches of faith. To show that lie was in earnest, he ordered three aliips to 
stand in as near ns possible to the town, and open their fire upon iu The royal 
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[kultux 1 wit-': otitJ ut' the lusmy buildings thus <I*nn linked Without waiting to vd, i>u 
ascertain tin: effect, he left Vicente i 3 odre with n squmlroti to scour the voollt 
ntnl destroy the Moorish trade. and set sail for Cochin. Here mittens were 
un*ilv re-iwtablblied on their Former friendly fi wring, mutual presents were ex- 
(fliiing^i. and a eourniOHaal treaty of a mure formal nature than that previously 
existing was soncludinL 

The next proceeding of the amiorin wn» very inexcusable, anti, indeed, looks 
sivifhe had determined to pot himself entirely m the wrong. Hearing that 
lie Gama was lading at Cochin, he sent a messenger, inviting him U< Calient, 
njnl premising that every thing would be arranged to bis entire satisfitotion. 

This was rather a -deader foundation on which to negotiate; but peace with 
ralieut wm h it to be so desirable that be Gtua& determined in make one effort 
more to rtccure it. and set out alone, leaving all his other ships lieEiind, The 
temptation W*s too strong Tor the tickle and tortuotfS conn of "'alieut; and Dt 
Q iimn instill of the friendly reception which lie had tiuti :i;oted r wio set u|n>u 
by 51 large fleet of small ve-^la, and very narrowly eacaped being made prisoner 
Further negotiatim was of course imjiossibk though he ought certainly to 
have disdained to take the petty revenge of putting the zaraorins messenger 
to deatli 

Tim details of the conflicts which ensued jn - < ^ little interest In mie of 
them be Gama, after putting bo flight a targe number of small vessel*, captured o.m»jn 
two large Moorish ships, winch pmved vjdmhle prises, both of them being 

richly laden, while . board one of them was art image of gold of thirty pounds 

weight, with emeralds for it* eyes, a rob..* euriudy w rought and sot with pre- 
6oZ stone* for its covering, and on its breast a large ruby. Having again 
visited CanMiore, and miired with its rajah anil that ot Cochin in iormiiig a 
kind nf triple alliance, for mutual defence. Do Gama, leaving Vicente Sodre witli 
hfc W| >*ral« m r mtiltnl for iSurupd on the "20th uf llecenihur, I 503. bill did iu «t n ml 1 1 
Portugal till the Following September Ho had again proved himself m 
navigator; but his pit Mailings had rather tarnished than i acrea^i 1 his. funn L 
Him sovereign, however, w&s satisfied ; and rewiwded him with the title t»l Count 
of Vidcgueiiw 

Before Do Gama deported. the B*ph of Goflhift hod made him Oman f 
threatening mm agea which lift had received from the saimorin The peril to t* *; 
which ft faithful ally was thus exposed, entitled his vase to a more careful 
CBUJiidetatiriTi than it received. and ho was left exposed tit the full fury of the 
somiorm's revenge Nor was it long before it overtook him De tommis depart 
tnre wna too favourable an opportunity to la? lost, and hostile preparation* tin a 

r formidable scale were immediately commenced In the vicinity of Pommy, 
about sixteen leagues north of Cochin. 5A.O00 men were assembled Before 
reunnrenuitig ujwmtions the samorin aaked nothing more tluui the surrender 
of the Portttgufifiie who hud fixed their rewdeiice in Codon. The population 
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were urgent that the demand tboulJ In? complied with, hut the rajah stood firm, 
and, though his force was comparatively insignificant, advanced hi the encounter 
'Hie contest however, wa s too unequal; and he w»s driven from poet to post, 
till he wtiA at last obliged 'to abandon his capita], and seek an asylum in the 
island of Vaipi, or Yipeen, in its vicinity 

While in this extremity be received no s up p o rt fims VieefttB Sodre, who 
kept cruizing about making captures, but on some shallow pretext or other 
refused give any direct asdstturce Powerful aid however, ww approach¬ 
ing. Nine abiffi hud sailed from Lisbon, in three equal squadrons, under the 

reflective commands t-f Akun-o or Alfonso 
Albuquerque, Francisco Albuquerque, suit! 
Antonio Naldanlm. The lust wus to cruize 
in the mouth of the Red Sea j the others 
■were to proceed directly to India Fmneiaeo 
Albuquerque arrived first, and wjdt n eon- 
sidenihle addition to his squadron, in cod 
sequence of having fallen in with some of 
the ships belonging to Vicente Sodrv, Tin** 
powerful reinforcement completely changed 
the aspect nf affairs, and the satanrin was 
defeated At every jwjint Trim opart. in the 
joy ipf hi* heart, nut only conferred new 
privileges on the Portuguese, but ga ve them 
permission: to build a fori 

On the arrival of Alfonso Albuquerque 
new energy was thrown into the Bortuguese operations and many successful 
expeditions were nttdo both by land and sea. The effect of these wiu 
manifested in various ways. In the south Couhm, or Quit in, then under 
female government, made a voluntary offer to lade two ship' 1 , and confront to 
the establishment of a factory; while the zxmorin, dispirited hj p a series of 
disastrous defeats whs compelled to sue for peace It was grunted, htrL on 
terms so difadvjuUogeom, that he availed himself uf the first pretext for ;i 
rupture, aud was soon again at open war 'for some reason not explained 
the two Alhuquerques, at this very time, when their presence seemed more 
necessary than ever* set sail for Europe, leaving only Duarte Pacheco with 
the ship which he CtnuiriAndeil two eumvela* and 110 men, fi.u the defence of 
Ooriifh, Fmncisco Albuquerque appears to have perished in a storm, for he 
was never more heard of; AlfoftSn, reserved for greater things, arrived* in 
safety, bringing with him for the king forty pound; of park a diamond of 
remarkably size, and two homes, a Persian and sin Arab, the first of the kind 
which were imported into Portugal 

The raiuorin had lu-mine convinced tlmt he would never be able single- 
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l lttlL ,lnl Ui ovemmL- tlio Portegueat 1 ; and tea^fore, in again jirejMiriMg id teke 4 r , 
tJie fidii mntei it his first fritffofflffl to strongtetiu himself by e pt flC P g into a 
t-ttolUbn with neighbouring stated la this he found little dilhculty, for the 
Portuguese mm not only viewwl With ^ -i miigew, hut bad punacd a ■ ■=- 

vety reckless ceunae at Hen. attacking and making prize* of aU M of what- «*u& 
ever country, whenever they ftvtmd ony pretext for stigmatiteig them by the 
nnmv c»f Moors We hjive already met with instance? of this kind candidly 
confessed. or mteer txtmplacejitly >tevlt upon hv themselves; and it cam - ; in- U 

doubted tliat the vfltmuHs which they have not recwtefcl were still more 
mmieoHH B« this as it may, the oDolitacn soon assumed n very formidable 
appearance; and while iv numerous fleet, provided with nearly 400 cannons, 
prepared to bombard Cochin from tee sea, an army, estimated at 50 , 000 , begun 
to approach it hv kiwi 

Triiun|mra »« dismayed. and apparently with g. 1 nan* «* i-t only 

WHS the enemy in overw! lelming forte, but his subject*, under tin- luflutiuce of 
terror, U«tm to desert- The only penaia whose courage remained unshaken 
was tire Portuguese captirin, Duarte Pacheco. who, when ttv ™.i» h came to him 
in tire greatest alarm, and spoke «r surrender, scouted the idea, assuring him 
Unit a valiant defence would certainly prove siareaaful yds was no empty 
Irvist Pacheco uuide all Ids altanganents with so tuticll skill, atiri carried them 
nut with so much resolution, that the arafedemtes were ultimately obliged to 
retire with a severe less. Attempts were repeatedly made to renew the attack, 
hut tin- result was always the same; and the carnorin with lib allies had the 
morfification of seeing ait Lheir etforta baffled by a am ft K»r.,[*ana 

Seldom lias there been a more striking example of what one daring spirit can 
accomplish than was furnished by Pacheco in tills struggle. In the course of it 
toe aanwrin had font 18,000 men, and was now to hum'd«d aa gladly t.. accept 
„f terms of pace from his own tributary Rajah of Coduir As we shrill no l 
nrrain meet with Pitch eco, we may fo-re c< .ndudit im hist ary It is a mfkind.olv 
A fleet «f thirteen ship, of hrgyt lUrnM*^ than hM *WT leforo been 
f-nilt in Portugal* having arrived under the command of Lop* SoHter., Piwk t > 
thuugh treated witli merited distinction, waa superseded, and inverted with the 

..i rmrifiit of HI Minn on Lire west coast of Africa Here it wits thought t ait 

Iris private fortune; to which he was too heroically disposed to gtve muchi atten- 
eJ w„„l,l be improved; Tills object wan entirely defeated by a violent faction, 
whirli fort thwarted Ida measures, and then had the audacity t; smite Ins 

cm. ah.**r '"" l -■> '»■“ l " iu After **** 

time in prison ho obtained an honourable aequithd. but it Was boo late. The 
ungrateful return for his distinguished sendees had broken Ins heart, and he 
died cither in prison or shortly after he wan released from A 

Loire Snarer, soon after his arrival, moved up to Calicut, and was met by a 
, from the samorin, win, was now willing to comply with every 
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demand made upon liiiu except one This was to deliver up an EurojKsan, a 
native of Milan, who Iwd entered his service, and taught him the art of eru-tiiig 
cannon, along witli other important naval and military improvement* To his 
honour the zamorin demurred to the delivery of an individual whose only 
offence was the ability and fidelity with which he hud served him Sonrez 
unahh? or unwilling to appreciate the honour ami justice of the zamorin’a refusal 
immediately bombarded the town, and laid the greater part of it in ashes This 
work of destruction accomplished, he immediately proceeded to another, and 
treated the town of Cranganore, which had adhered to the zamorin, in the same 
wav His next exploit began more ominously, but ended still more triumph¬ 
antly. In willing north from Crangiuiore to attack Ponanv, he was met by the 
zamorin's Heel, and driven into a hay. Here he found himself in imminent 
|K*ril; for iu addition to the fleet before which lie had been obliged to retire, 
seventeen large M»>ori.sh ships, well provided with cannon, and aiming 4000 
men were waiting to receive him A tierce conflict ensued; hut ultimately, with 
a verv triHing loss to the Portuguese, all the ships of the enemy with their rich 
lading were destroyed Soarez. thinking he hud now done enough to justify 
his return, left four ships at the fort of Cochin, and set sail for Euro|>e with the 
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remainder HLs arrival nt Lislioii on the 23d of July, 1506. was gladly wel 
comeil, os no richer cargo in goods and prizes had ever returned from the East 
The next Indian armament fitted out by Portugal was on a more magnificent 
scale than any which preceded it It consisted of twenty-two ships, carrying, in 
additiou to the crew, 1500 fighting men, and was placed under the command of 
Don Fmurisoo Almeida, who bore for the first time the proud title of Viceroy of 
India. HLs arrival iu India took place in 1507 The first land readied was the 
island of Anchediva, where, ns it occupied a commanding position on the coast 
and had become a common station for Portuguese vessels, he built a fort On 
arriving at Cochin, where lie intended to have rewarded Triumparu, the old and 
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faithful ally of the Portuguese, with a crown of gold, set with jewels, which he a-D 
luul bronglii from Portugal for the pur]>ose, he was astonished to find tliat he 
had retired from the world, to spend the remninder of his days as a solitary 
devotee His nephew was reigning in his stead, nnd received the crown from the 
l land* of Almeida during n pompous oeremoniul It is probable tliat he did not 
understand all that was meant by it. for from that day he was to lie regarded, 
not as an independent sovereign, but a vassal holding his crown during the 
pleasure of the Portuguese 

Before Almeida arrived, the zarnorin had once more placed all Ufa fortunes 
on a venture; nnd. as if fully aware that the struggle in which he was about to ^ th. 
engage would prove decisive of Ids fate, left no means unemployed to insure 
sm-ctsa At this time a powerful dynasty was reigning in the Deccan over 
territories which included a considerable tract of sea-cousL from Goa northwards, 
while the kingdom of Gujerat or Cambaya luul risen to be a great naval power. 

Both of these states had been wantonly attacked bv the Portuguese, and their 
commerce luul suffered severely before they were aware of having done anything 
to provoke hostility. Naturally exasperated they entered with readiness into 
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n combination intended to banish the Portuguese for ever from the hastem sens. 

Kven with these auxiliaries the zamorin did not feel secure. He therefore 
extended Jifa views much furtlier. nui^ entered into communication vs itli the 
Sultan of Egypt- 

The Mameluke sultan at once responded to the call thus made ujton him. '* t ‘" 
nnd the more readily that hi* attention had previously been drawn to the sulv |ou».« 
jiHrt from another quarter The success of the Portuguese in Uie East was 
already telling powerfully against the lucrative trade which the Venetians had 
long Ikon accustomed to regard as their special monopoly. Goods brought into 
the Levant either overland or by way of Alexandria had so heavy a burden of 
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transport anil taxation to l»ear, that they could not possibly compete with the 
comporativelv inexpensive process of a single voyage, however long, lrorn the 
l*>rt of hiding to the port of delivery. The Venetians thus found themselves 
undersold in every Euro]>ean market, and became perfectly aware tluit they 
must either destroy the Portuguese trade or be destroyed by it 1 heir first 
endeavour was to work tijwn the fears of the King of Portugal and the pope, by 
instigating the sultan to send a threatening letter to Lirtlmn and Rome, inti¬ 
mating that if the Portuguese did not forthwith relinquish the new course 
„f navigation, by which they had penetrated into the ludiun Ocean, ami cease 
from encroaching on a commerce which had l>een carried on from time imme¬ 
morial between Asia and his dominions, he would put to death all the Chris¬ 
tians in Egypt. Syria, and Palestine, hum their churches, anti demolish the 
holy sepulchre itself 

This menace having failed to produce the effect anticipated. tlie Venetian* 
did not scruple to urge the sultan to take the remedy into his own luuids, ami, 
in accordance with the invitation given by the znmorin, l>ecoine a powerful 
aTixilion* in the crusade against the Portuguese There was only one difficulty. 
The Egyptian fleet in its actual state was overmatched by that of Portugal If 
the war was undertaken, the first thing necessary would l>e to build a new fleet 
Egypt lmd no proper timber for the purpose. How. then, was it to l>e obtained' 
The Venetians were not to be bulked of their object by such an obstacle. Had 
they not whole forests of naval timber in Dalmatia? ami having gone so far. 
why need they scruple to place them nt the disposal of the sultan, who. after 
hewing down as much as he required, might easily trunsjiort it by a well known 
route to the Red .Sea? Such was the plan actually adopted; and Eurof** 
saw the maritime power which had taken a prominent i>nrt in the crusade of 
Christian prince* against Mahometans, as zealously engaged in promoting a 
Mahometan crusade against Christians. 

By these extraordinary means a fleet of twelve ships of war having Ijoen 
built and fully equipped, set sail for the Imlian roast in 1507. It carried 1500 
men. and was commanded by an experienced officer, whom Ferishta calls Ameer 
Hoossein. and the Portuguese Meer Hasliim It sailed first to Gujerat, where 
Mullik Eiaz. admiral of Mahmoud Shah I, who was then reigning sovereign of 
that kingdom, was prepared to join it with a squadron which would more than 
double its numbers and strength Almeida seems not to have Ik*«*u nwnrv 
of the danger which threatened him till he was almost overtaken by it Hi** 
tactica* obviously should liave 1 k*cu to attack the Turkish fleet on its puxsagi* 
In this way it might not have been difficult for him to beat his »nemi*-*> in 
detail He may have l teen prevented by obstacles of which we are not uwure; 
for after Ik* hid resolved to pursue this obvious course it was found to be 
too late. His son I»renzo, whom be hud despatched with eleven sail to 
intercept the sultan * fleet, having been detained, first off Cananon*. when* he 
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at tucked ami. with scarcely any loss, destroyed a native squadron far larger tiiun x d ivrr 
Ilia own, ami afterwards at Anchedivii, where sixty Moorish and native vottb 
IumJ tnnde an attempt on the Fort, arrived in the harlHiur of Choul, or ChowuL 
a 1 tout twenty-three milts south of Bomliay.just in time to seethe Egyptian 
udiniral enter it. A fierce contfiet immediately ensued, and was continued a n«ti 
without any decided advantage till night separated tlie comliatantx Next flay '** U< 
an immense preponderance was given to Ameer Hoossein by the arrival of 
Mullik Einz with the Gujemt fleet Lorenz». still undismayed, immediately 

renewed tlie hattle, hut found the Egyptian admiral a much more formidable 
antagonist than he luid been accustomed to deal with After another day's 
lighting had left the victory undecided, the Portuguese ships were so much 
-shattered that it was determined hy a council of war to take advantage of the 
night and effect a retreat 

-r 

Lorenzo, who had previously incurred his father's displeasure, by declining on h«iwwb «< 
one occasion to force the fleet of tlie zamorin to action, was very reluctant J^l-*** 
U> take a step which would justly be considered as an acknowledgment of ’ 
defeat, ami continued to linger on till tlie flay begun to dawn He luid by this 
time consented to retreat, and several of his vessels liail set saiL Unfortunately 
when lie began to follow, his ship grounded, and after some ineffectual efforts to 
t«»w it off. the test of the squadron continued their flight, and left him to 
his fate. He might have escaped in liis boat, but at mce made up bis mind 
to sell his life as dearly as possible, and die at his fn*it The enemy at first 
attempted to board, but was so bravely resisted, tlrnt he adopted the more 
cautious method of keeping at a distance and pouring in his shot. Lorenzo, 
having been struck by a ball, which broke his thigh, ordered himself to be 
placed against the mainmast, and there remained, encouraging his men, till 
another ball broke his hack and killed him. The ship shortly after sunk. Of u *» 
its crew of 100 men only nineteen escaped According to Farm v Sousa, tlie 
whole loss of the Portuguese nmouuted only to eighty-one men, while the 
enemy lost GOO The Mahometan account given by Ferislita is very different 
After mentioning that the Portuguese ting-skip, valued at a erorw of ru|>ees 
a million sterling.:, was sunk, ami every man on Liard perished, he adds, that 
the Mahometan fleet returned victoriously; for although 400 Turks were 
honoured with the crown of martyrdom, no fewer than 3000 or 4000 Portuguese 
infidels were at the same time sent to the infernal region* 
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HE Portuguese were now fully committed to their career of 
; conquest, and successive armaments, on a grunil scale, quitted 
I Lislxm for the East. One of these, tinder Tristan da Cunba, 

; consisted of thirteen vessels, and loOO fighting men. Another, 
R of twelve vessels, sailed under the oomumnd of Alfonso Albu¬ 
querque, who. after performing seveml exploits on the African coast, and hiking 
etfectual measures to cripple the trade from India by the Red Sea, continued 
along the coast of Arabia, and entered the Persian Gulf determined to strike 
a still metre fatal blow. There the Mahometan traffic with India was still 
active. Albuquerque, in whom great military and political talent* were com¬ 
bined. at once perceived how an effectual interdict might l>e laid uj*on it The 
only thing necessary for this purpose was to make himself master of the city 
of Ormuz, situated on nti island in the mouth of the gulf. In this way he could 

completely command 
the passage, ami place 
the trade at kia mere)'. 
After the capture of 
Muscat, and several 
other places of minor 
inqH»rtmiee, he pro¬ 
ceeded to the execution 
of his grand enterfirwe 
His design had lieeu 
l«enetrated; and instead 
of l>eing able to take 
the city by surprise, as 
he had anticipated, he 
fouud it defended by a fleet of 400 vessels, sixty of them of large -izo, and by 
an army of 50.000 men. To show how far he was from being dismayed at 
these preparations, he immediately advanced into the harbour, and anchored 
among five of tlte largest ships, firing his cannon as if in defiance. After 
waiting for a message from the king, hut receiving none, he sent him liis 
ultimatum, which, considering the relative position of the parties, was cer¬ 
tainly of a very extraordinary and JUTogant description. It was to the effect 
tliat he had come with orders it* take the King of Ormuz under his protection, 
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on tlit* condition of paying a reasonable tribute te Portugal, or in treat him ai jt iPTiof 
an enemy by declining wair against Iijiil 

There was little mom to doubt which of the alternatives* thm* arbitrarily ah«i«t- 

[|if 

placed before bitn, thf* sovereign of Ormuz would accept. but u& bis fortificu- ot»ul 
thins were not yet completed, it was important to gain time; and solely wit It 
tluii view m-+fo:ul of Bending n resolute defiance, he entered Into negotiation 
Albuquerque siivv what was intended, mill at once brought matters to a point, 
by telling the messenger that when be next came, it must be with either an 
tuveptanor 4 peace. nr a dcclnfluioii of war There had never been any room 
for choice. nnd the jnefHBgC accordingly was. that < frmiK was in u»e not to pay. 
but to receive tribute Albuquerque lost not a moment in commencing a 
cannonade which must have caused Fearful slaughter, as not only were tile Walls 
shiou and vessels crowded with combatants, bill even the tops of tin* hausen 
wen: covered with .qtoeuifora, The Persians, m the tnt-imLime, were not idle, 
and made two furious onsets; but neither in weapons nor discipline cadd they 
cope with the Portuguese, and the sea is said to have been coloured with their 
blots 1 With the loss of only ten men, Albuquerque burned, sunk, or otherwise 

destroyed nil the ships of Ormuz, and received a ting of truce with an offer & .«*» 

t.t i’jn|dy with all his demands The terms were, the annual pay meet of 
about £2000 rn tribute to the King of Portugal, and ground OR which to build 
n fort. Xu sooner were the terms arranged. than the fort was immediately 
n vtnmeucfed, and carried on with such rapidity, as to assume sbiqx- in the course 
of a few days. 

Kb.jjah Attar, who governed Ormuz in the name of jkiOidditi, who was a 
minor, hud no sooner made the arrangement than be riquaitod of it- l 1 rom the 
destruction which Albuquerque bad caused lie bad formed an exiutVJigiuit idv;i 
uf the force under Ins command; and wm astoniMhed above measure, on Learning 
that it did not muster nbove 4 SO men lie therefore prepared anew fiw hw- 
UHties 9 and ilexUiFOUflly availed himself of a mutinous feeling among the inferior 
Portuguese commanders, to escape the crmsequetioea, Albuquerque, alter vents 11g 
bis rage by some very burbfiroiiK prmve'lings, was obliged to depart and spend 
the trio ter i\i Hocutra, which had liei.'Otqe n Portuguese conquest Having again 
returned, he gave formal notice of Ids arrival to the government of < irmuE, and 
was immediately informed that the tribute ^npmtatcd would be paid. Van l li.it 
lie would out be permitted to build the fort He would lain have resumed the 
siiMff but more important in tearwte required his jiremv in India He bad lwen 
appointed viceroy 

Almeida, in the midst of bis. preparations k*avenge the death of Ilk son. ^ 
nN'dvt-d tlit* mortifying intelligence that be loot been superseded in bin govern- .lTbLiJH till 
ment Obedience tn the royal mandate was, of course, his duty; but bath 
r^veiMo Knd ambition panted to an opposite is.mr5o.and he determined to follow 
it ut Jill Imzunk On the pretext that the public interest would not allow liim. 
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in present arc tuna t&nres. m demit his authority, In* refused to resign the insigua: 
of office; (tin I leaving Albuquerque, who wits in no condit.it mi to force him, iu 
devour his '.Ikuppi.mmnetil us be could. wet out without him ut tlw h&id uf u 
powerful cumiunent While pirweeding nnithwimJa along T her eon>t, iu search 
uf the combined Egyptian rmd Qujemt tfcels lie slopjhe<iI at AuchediVii. and 
there rwdved iijfannatttui which d>‘tennmt-d him to make the important enut- 
nitMviji] dty of Dubuh situated on the const altout hnlf-way between Cun nml 
Bombay, Lite first object uf attack It belonged t jl a king of the Deccmi, 
who bad joined the wmlorins confederation and undated him with ddpi in 
Almeida's view this was sufficient to justify any severity , and, without any 
note of warning. \w suddenly ^amnenutd Ida attack both hy and hind, 
and never desisted till to- Ions laid Dahiil m jiflhes, An inimvu.se pluii ier 
might have been obtained; but fearing the tJTeCt upon his trudfy, lit’ chose 
rather to bum than to preserve tlw- booty. 

From this adiiovenaent which certainly added little U> his laurels, Almeida 
proceeded to I fin, finely and .strongly situated on nn bland of die same name, on 
the southern shore of die peninsula of Gqjerat Here he found Auieer M-'f.xsist-in. 
.in A MuiEik Etna, with their tleeU Hod they remained iu their [HJittiun under 
the lotteries of Dili, as the Gujerat admiral strongly urged, Aimeiitu, if he had 
ventured an attack at all. must have made k under great disadvantage; htit tin 
Egyptian admiral who was natmtilf v of a dlivalrous temper, nod pgfluijig also 
rendered over-cimtident by lib recent Migcens.. when Lorduso was alftin, disdained 
to hr; 11 Kqk'd up in a burl tour, when be ton Id meet his enemy in the ojwn sea 
and sailed out, displaying mum valour than discre tion, The conflict, after raging 
furiously for soma time, terminated in a glorious victory gained hy the Portu 
gut-sv, who, however, converted it into an indelible disgrace, hy an ntrocinLi* 
maBSttjpre. Several days after the buttle Was fought, and Lhey hml sailed away 
for Can&nort?, they murdered all their prisoners in cold blood There is no 
j sensible excuse for the ntiodty. and the only explanation given ha, that Almeida j- 
remige could not otherwise l,*e satiated The defeat had so dispirited MuJlik 
Eiaz that he made overtime of peace They were readily Iktened to; and he 
might hnw obtained ridvontagmiw tern,* if h.- would have stepped to tv. 
uiffliiLneii of delivering up his Egyptian colleague Aa much to Ids honour 

tV disgrace of the Portuguese for making such a demand he at eruv gave 
it a peremptory refusal. 

Almeida, having returned k» Cochin, w^u* again pre-d by Alhinpienpie (■■ 
resign the viceroyiliip, which lie laid f^reiatod in bolding, in defiance of the 
mandate of Ida sovereign, Wo fur from complying, he took the extraordinary 
dep of sizing Ute person of h|fi enmpetitur. and -ending him ana prwniiar t ■ 
the fori of Cammore. He would probably have ixunpleted the tneasorutlh 
eonrw tu which he was now committed, by declaring himself indqindent, laid 
not the upportuue arrival of Dun Fernando Coutiulu-, w ith a huge fleet and 
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extirowdumry powt-r^ enabled him t« net wiLli effect a* a mediator. The result 1 i> isn» 
wiife that Almeida utandoned all idea of resiiitMice, and, resigning the insignia 
i uflk-y, took Li is - k purture for Euro|ie. Before leaving, a native conjurer had 
mid him tlmt he van not destined tv [vim the Qt]*- of (k*4 Hope He had 
j VU ^e,i ii„ however, and InuL began i<* make merry with the prediction, when an 
■ vent took pkit 1 wludi terminated Ids carter somewhat ignobly, Hie three 
ships Lie bad with him anchored in Stdthmha Bay n little north of the Cape, 
and sent ashore a wstemg-party. One of the ex- viceroy's servant* in suited 
vne of the natives, and was roogMy handled by them in return, Almeida, 
contrary to Id* wish and better judgment was induced to take part in thi> 
pettv ^loabble. and having gone ashore, was returning with the cattle carried 
vli in a fumy, when tile natives, who hod been lying in aud.uwvru.V rushed out 
ti|sai him, TJwy were armed only with painted stakes, but these they used so 
effectualSv. that fifty of the PorttiginteSe ^non lay dead at their feet- Among 
them was the ev viceruy himself mortally wounded by a thrust which pierced 
hjs threat 

Albuquerque, now fully installed as v id-rev. was bent da following out his 
carver of conquest, and sailed for l iilieut. before which he appeared on the td ^cu-mh 
h if January'. L 510. with thirty veasehi and 1800 men, together with a number of 
natives who followed in boats, allured by the hope of plunder. Coutmho hail 
amvtd from Europe with an cannot longing for Eastern renown ■ and now that 
the opportunity offered, he had set lifo heart on signalizing himself Hh tin- captor 
if the royal palace Albuquerque indulged him by giving him the oomnmnd nf 
m* men, after tyhnmkteriog nil tire cautions which hia superior talents and expto 
rience suggested. Unfortunately Ooittinbo thought only of his pme. and rashwl 
forward aw tf he bad been running a race rather than fighting a battle Never 
!< Hiking behind him, he forced luu way to the [alflct, iuid set iiliout installing 
turn self in fo fur the purfn*»e of celebrating hi* triumph. Hi* infatuation was 
perceived by the native troop*, who took, advantage oi ii so sthmlly and 
effectually. that CoutinhocM not awake to a «U*e of Ills peril, till lie found 
bimaelf hemmed in by tlmuMuds of natives* iuid deprived of every outlet 
Albuquerque. in exerting Idmficlf for hb relief, wiUi ^ severely wounded in the 
hvarl by a stone, and in tire threat by a dart that he wdl home steftsoks* to the 
shore <Yiutlnho, and several young nobles from Likltun, tell in the palace fighting 
desperately i and the whole detachment would have parish et I to a man. I tad not 
a large body ot reserve arrived anti obliged the enemy to retire Not with- 
standing this disastrous retreat, the mhid-ituiifs sufFetfld much more severely 
Ilian the Portuguese, and the greater part of their city laid in rains, 

i Imuiz was the next, place to whii-h Albuquerque turned liia attention lb- 
Elti. 1 (here hern baffled hy the anpmeness or traichejy of ULsoffiwi* parfcfoakfty 
L*i]jc de Soares and du iri h NttSVS and obliged, in consequence, to leave one 
of the uni in u venues of Mahometan trade still ojH.it lit- accordingly liegau to 
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make such preparations for a new attack hjmju it as mu^t hnvy proved successful, 
when bis attention was attracted to another quarter. unit he resolved to 
employ Ills urnutuiiint. igain.it Oiml Tikis town which, from having nfterviTiufh 
become the neat of Portugu<+rt government in the Ernst, trnkos some figure in 
history, was finely situated on an island at tin; mouth of an estuary,, f >nning t>iu- 
of the very few guml h&fbotna which occur on the western const of tin; Indian 
peninsula At this time fall) it was inrttitled in the teixitorits of nun of tile 
kings of tlm Dt'WJiit. who had bin capita! at BejLi|x>or. and is usually called by 
Porttiguaec writers Snboy or Sarny, though his proper name or title was \ 

Adil Shah He hud recently wrested it. from the Rajah of Qftnra The grauiuls 
of Albuquerque* quarrel with Yusuf trie not very apparent.. and it is probable 
that he did not deem it necessary either to allege or invent any His imh 
object was to extend the Portuguese rule: and if he could succeed, he regurtfed 
it as tearcfly worth wink to impure whether the means which he empt-ned 
cm Id he justified. One inducement may have been, that, as a new compos 
Yusuf «f pwi i^i nii of Goa must have been somewhat insecure. Another induce- 
incut wax, tlmt the Rajah of thmre. the legitimate owner, whs ready to asast IP 
r ie Ntmad hi recapt iring it IE- f--uml n third miA'hacy capable of mutating 
still inure efT^^tud .assistance in Tituoja who figures soinetmtS as Rajah ot 
i ii illIi jl, il district which wad bounded by Goa on the north, and * wmlim- - 
sintpR ilh u ] rivuteer i.i ;nntng the with a powerful duel. ;Uid living 
plunder 

Thus assisted. Albuquerque made his fip[jeaiance off the coast in the begin- 
iiing tif 151b At fint rnitiriptiug a v-liont reristunce, ho ^-nt his nephew 
along will i Ticiujo to take sounding* They discovered a frt which was well 
pmvidijd with guns, and defended by 400 men, and not only had the Juirdihood 
to attack, but tire good fortune to capture it This seemed a most auspicious 
commencement^ and proved only the first of a scries of fortunate events which 
follow^! rapidly, and pul Alhu-pu-npic in ]<• ■-- • -!■ -n of this must important 
locality. 1>eforc he was, required to sttjke .i blow According to the Portuguese 
JACCouiits. some conjuror or fukir whose predictions were implicitly believed, 
had uiniuimced tlmt Goa was destined shortly to become subject to fotvignenv 
On the faith of this prediction the inhabitants thought it a -stroke of good policy, 
instil of enduring the miseries of a ■doge which must ultimately he ftutwwlul. 
to make ji volimtary surrender. Accordingly, to the great I ait most agree® hb- 
surprise of Albuquerque. lie was received ashore by the population sls if he laid 
been their native prince, conducted in atate to the gab?, when he received the 
keys and thereafter put in jxwsessjon of the p place. The Mahometan account 
flaya nothing of the conjuror; and with far greater probability represents* the 
capture as the neoeasaiy result of a surprise. The fort captured by Timojn and 
Albuquerque's nupliew uuxy liave given thetu complete i\>inamnd of U. 
ami tlnif* rendersJ defence impos^ibb 
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At this time, however, it wo* U«t almost na rosily a* it laid l»een gained. a i> isil 
Yusuf Adil Shalt having cited, was succeeded by his son Ismael Adil Shah, who, 
about four months after the luisty surrender of Goa. collected tut nnnv estimated °** 

id4 iv^ 

at 60,000 Kmual Khan, the general to whom this army was intrusted, sud- uk** 
<lenly made his appearance, and conducted the siege with so much ability, tlmt 
Albuquerque, after twenty <bys, finding his communication with the fleet 
seriously threatened, was glud to evacuate the place. But he had no idea of 
finally altfuidoniiig so valuable a prize. In the course of the same year, having 
collected all his forces, including several additional ships which hod arrived from 
Portugal, he set sail from Cananore with a fleet of twenty-three shi|>s, and 1500 
fighting lueiL After lauding at Onore. to jissist at the celebration of Timojas 
inarringe with the daughter of a native queen, be hastened off to Goa, and. 
anchoring liefore it n second time, immediately prepared for the assault It 
took place before daybreak, and with such success, tlmt the Portuguese entered 
the city along with those of the defenders who hud heen stationed outside. For 
a time ev e ry inch of ground within the city was disputed, and mure esjHicially 
at the palace the tight was furiously renewed, till the defenders, fearing that 
their retreat to the mainland might be cut off, quitted the place in the utmost 
confusion The enemy loot 6000; the Portuguese only fifty. Not one Moor 
was left olive; but the natives were tie.ited with great moderation. Besides 
recovering their property, they had the .satisfaction of being placed under the 
government of their countryman Tirnoja, who ruled more equitably than might 
have ltcen anticipated from his predatory 1 mbits. Before departing. Albuquerque 
declared his intention to make G<*a the capital of Portuguese India 

The remaining exploits of Albuquerque, though they had not India for their Aitmqi»«. 
theatre, on* so intimately connected with it* history, tlmt a short account of 
them is here subjoined. After returning to (.Whin he began to prepare another ***““ 
armament, and gave out that it was destined to act against Aden, which was 
then, as it is now, the key to the navigation of the Bed Sac 'Hie importance 
of the object was sufficient to justify all the preparations which he was making; 
but while pretending to look to tile west, his eye was fixed in an opposite direc¬ 
tion. The city of Malacca, situated on the peninsula of the same name, htul 
long been the most important emjorium of the ridi countries lying further east 
than India. The Moors were still carrying on a lucrative traffic in that quarter; 
and by means of it were almost able to compensate themselves for all the losses 
which they had sustained from the Portuguese. This consideration was of itself 
sufficient to determine Albuquerque to undertake the important ex|»edition 
which be was now meditating, though the direct benefits which his own country 
might exjiect to tie rive from it were of themselves a sufficient inducement 

On the 2d of May. 1511. Albuquerque set nail fmm lWhin with nineteen e»i*«T«i*< 
shifw and 14(H) fighting men. Of these, however, 600 were natives of India. 

Malacca was ut this time under the government of a king of the name of 
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Main mud, who im«l treacherously Imprisoned a number of Portuguese, commanded 
by nn officer called Diego Lopez de Siqueira. To avenge this outrage was the 
ostensible object of Albuquerque's expedition. It was one of the boldest lie 
had ever undertaken, as the city itself is said to luive contained 100,000 inhabi¬ 
tants and was now defended by 30.000 soldiers, nnd 8000 cannon. With all 
these means of defence. Mahomed, aware of the kind of enemy he had to deal 
with, did not feel secure, and sent n messenger to the viceroy to intimate that, 
if he came for merchandise, it was ready at his command Albuquerque replied 
that the merchandise he required was some Portuguese left there by Siqueira. 
and that on the delivery of them he would l>e prepared to say wluit more he 
wanted. After some parleying, the captives were delivered, and Albuquerque 
sent his ultimatum. It demanded compensation for the outrage, and for the 
expenses incurred in obtaining redress, nnd a site for the erection of a Portu¬ 
guese fort This last propisal the king refused to entertain, nnd Albuquerque 
immediately prepared to compel him The Malays are said to have fought well, 
but it is difficult to lielieve it; for with all the aid which they could derive from 
artillery, poisoned arrows, poisoned thorns, and mines of gunjiowder laid in the 
streets, their tens of thousands gave way before a mere handful of Portuguese, 
and the viceroy took triumphant poaaearion of the city. While here lie Iwth 
received and sent several embassies; among the latter, one to Siam, and another 
to Pegu. He also sent out several navigators on exploring expeditions. One 
of these is said to have been commanded by Mnguihaen*, to whom it .suggested 
the idea of his sutisequent celebrated circumnavigation. 

On the voyage home. Albuquerque lost his finest ship, which was nearly cut 
across the keel on a sharp reck otF the coast of Sumatra. In this perilous 
position he was obliged to pass the night: and when the morning dawned, was 
seen jierfonning an act of humanity and heroism, by sheltering with his arms n 
young girl whom be lind saved in the midst of the confusion. When be arrived 
in India, lie found that advantage had Ixxrn taken of his ubsence. Adel Klinn 
had resumed the siege* of Goa witli an army of 20,000 men. and the zamnrin 
was again in anus. Goa was easily relieved ; and the zamorin. despairing of 
success, retired from the contest The subversion of the Mameluke dynasty in 
Egypt had deprived him of any further assistance from Ameer Hoossein. ami 
on looking round he saw no quarter to which he could np{**al for new aid 
According to Ferishtu, this humbling conviction so completely overwiielmed 
liirn. that his health gave way, and he died of n broken heart 

The attack on Aden, which Albuquerque meditated, luid been postponed to 
tlmt of Malacca, but by no means nl»andoncd Accordingly, on the 18th of 
February, 1513, be appeared before it with a fleet of tweuty sail, luiving on 
!»oard 1/00 Portuguese, and <S00 natives of Indio. He lost no time in lauding, 
nnd hastened forward, in the hope that, by applying scaling-Iaddere to the walk 
he might gain pt*»earion of tlie place He hail underrate.] its strength, and the 
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valour of it» defender*, and was obliged to retire with a loss too severe to leave ad nu. 
him any inclination to renew the attempt He compensated himself in some- 
degree by entering the Red Sea. which then, for the find time saw an European 
vested on its bosom, and made 
several valuable prize* After re¬ 
maining for some time at the island 
of Kama ran. he returned and again 
looked in upon Aden, hut found 
that in the interval its fortifica¬ 
tions had been so much improved 
that it would luive l»een madness 
to attack it He therefore passed 

Ado -Urm «* H-vsulxirj, 1574. 

on. and continued las voyage to 

Indio. On reaching Gujerat he mude an ineffectual application for permission 
to build a fort at Diu, but did not attempt to enforce it as he was intent on °* 
another project, on which his heart liad long been set. and all the more ear¬ 
nestly that liis attempts to accomplish it hail hitherto been frustrated This 
project was the command of the Persian Gulf by the capture of Ormuz His 
third attempt upon it was made in March. 1514. The circumstances were 
opportune, and when he demanded permission to complete the fort, the gover¬ 
nor, though disjiosed to resist, felt he had not the means, and was obliged to 
comply. The name of Albuquerque was now famous ull over the East; and 
even Ismael- the founder of the famous Persian dynasty of Sophi. sent him 
an amlttissador with valuable presents, and concluded a treaty with him 
Before leaving Ormuz, Albuquerque not only finished his fort, but succeeded 
in inducing or forcing the king to lodge ull his cannon within it. In this 
way Portuguese supremacy was completely established. 

Under Albuquerque the Portuguese |*»wer extended more widely, and was ****•— 
more firmly seated, than before or since. It cannot, however, be with any pro- u.. e»i. 
priety styled an empire, as it was not composed of contiguous territories, but 
rather consisted of a vast number of isolated forts, scattered over an immense 
extent of const, and situated at wid® distances from each other. The sites were 
for the most part admirably chosen, and gave a complete control over all the 
great maritime thoroughfares from the East Indies to Euroj** In some respects 
this inode of rule has its advantages over territorial possession. It is more 
easily acquired, and admits of being maintained at a cheaper rate; but its 
stnbilitv is very precarious The moment the command at sea is lost* it is 
necessarily extinguished. This, however, was an event of which, during Albu¬ 
querque* regency, there were no symptoms; and the hurt tlrnt they begun to l>e 
manifested not king after he disappeared from the scene, serves to impress us 
with u higher idea of the wisdom and vigour of his government When his 
countrymen hailed him as "Great, all impartial observers of his exploits were 
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ready to echo their n«l«n&*iom Hib greatness, however, was now drawing 
tii a close - 

Wiiile nt Ormins he had miffered much from sickness, and lilt symptoms Im4 
liecome sufficiently serious to make him lur-ten hi- departure There wu> nu 
reason. however, Co smipect il thud termination. He had only passed his sixtieth 
year, and seemed unbroken in constitution In truth, it was not disuse but 
griet that killed him. h i* aid that he had applied to Ids isovereign fur the 
title of l*Lik>' ot lion His n-netnhis u>ok advantage of the cirOtnTistaJiee to 

insinuate-tlutt he was cherishing .scheme* of ambition, and had ninnilV?ted by 
the nnogumv uf hi* application, the ffrea&mahk purpose which In- hod at heart 
Once Lkiko of ihm lie would establish himself in tliAt Eastern metoopolb, end 
mh- the whole East ns ub-i »lute master, There was Utile plausibility in IIuthi 
insinuations; but there was enough to form tin- groundwork of a successful 
oflurt intrigue. Albuquerque. while oppressed by sridcufifiS, inns yet dreaming 
of a ducal title, when he receive 1 tin- mortifying intelligence that the only 
toward which In- win to obtain for all his services was a summary diamis&J. 
fchr was do longer viceroy; mid as il" this was nut enough, he had been super- 
^dsd fcu make way for his mortal eneiin Lo|*e SonitE The dioek was inure 
than ho c-i iujii bear; and when the vessel iu which he sailed arrived off (joo, he 
vr'iiy in a dying State On, the first news of his dismissal, he is said to Imre 
exclaimed, " fxr how it is! Love to my follow-men Eton brought me into bad 
j dour with the king and love to the king into bod odour with my fellow-men. 
To the grave, then, old man, for it Ls now high time: to the grave'*' Oliv of 
hi;- last n..u was tn Writ* n touching latter to King Emanuel, in which. roeom 
mending his son to Ins protection* he .nays: J -1 li.njuentli to lulu ntv property, 
whioli is of small juuouiU: but 1 also leave I urn the obligation which mv sr-rvi. 
impost-, and this b great In regard to the nitkirs of India, tliey will speak for 
him and for me ." 11 was thought he might bo aide to reach II.•, . but ifonth 

advanced with such rapid at rides, that lie breathed Ids lost almost immediately 
after the vessel had crossed the bar, on the 16th of December. 1515 lb w.-ih 
buried with great pomp at ihm; but in accordance with a request in hi* wilt 
his remains in 1566, ware transported to Lisbon, 

After the death of Albuquerquts tlm Portuguese poorer began vinihly to 
decline Jl Up to this tune " sny-ri Faria y Soufca. 14 the gentlemen had billow." i 
the dictates of true honour, esteeming their anas the greatest riches; frcun this 
lime forward, they m wholly gave thcnmclvus up to trading, that those whr> 
ought U* have been captains Ihccamf- merchants There was, in short, u geneml 
and eager scramble for riches, from the highest to the lowest dam of officials; 
and [ml lie wfc held -nl* aditjare sitnl inu.de sulwervicnt to private intfiwf The 
very flret proceedings of Soars* gavo evidence of hi* incapacity. He b«d 
brought with him j. Jte»-t ol thirteen sail, and. having incited it by reinforce 
TiuMifo u> twenty-seven s,'ii! proceedefl. in nucoiflanee with tire onlerv u lueh Ii- 
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| i;t „3 iL-.x-ivod at Lisbon, On am expedition to tin? Red Son, with the view of _vi> i«i 
encountering a large licet which the Sultan of Egypt was said to be fitting out 
nt Soezt Un arriving Off Aden, he Ibuud a huge limtdi hi the fortification!*, in 
^hl<* l i|ii. ffllfte M u which it hud lately jaistained; and so conscious was the 

governor of its defenceless oortdiiiim, that he actually made Soarez an offer of 
the keyfc The compliments with which they Were offered were m soothing to 
hi -s vanity, that lie returned the key& thus tendered. and desired the goverw* ggjg** 
to keep them for him till Ids re-turn, m hi whs at pre^nt cm an expedSthm f „„ 
nhirh admitted of no delay He accordingly entered the Red Se«y and. after 
cruizing about to no purpose retraced his step* to Aden, and was very much 
astonished when, on announcing his arrival to the complimentary gm-eniur. he 
received. hiytead of the keys. n proud defiance to come and take thorn, The 
explanation was soon given. The widla, which were fii felftfo tt on Ids former 
Visit. \w\ in the interval; been thoroughly repaired A bold stroke might yet 
hnvr put hint in jitK^ioii of the place, but Souris wna not the injin to make 
it: and he moved off to attempt some petty capture Even this vv;l 3 not [W- 
insited him, for nearly a third of his fleet was destroyed in a storm, and he 
i i listened l«t<?fc to i Utn with the remainder, 

Tlie native princes, who had been overawed by Albuquerque. were not #W 
t,, iiiw^avfi' the eluirnctcr of his sui'K^ir, and take jiilvtiintA^s of it, fins Is fidi itW 
.md Malacca were seriously threatened though *s much of ancient discipline 
dill remained to ward off the danger. The only oceurrences to compensate for 
these di-Rasters were the submiiiiion of the King of Ceylon, who. in 151 1. agreed 
to become tributary to Portugal, and allow a h>rt to l>e built at OdauM; and 
the jmcUessfal voynge ■ «f Fernando Penes de Andruda, wlia in the same year, 
[leoctrated to (Janton, and laid the Inundation of si lucrative trade, 

[ i i. . L,^H.!j 5 da Sor-pieim, who succeeded £si,wez, was a man of n rHiuilur 

tempo-, iiiid instead of doing juiytliiiig to retrieve the honour of the Portngiicse 
arms, turn idled them still further by a fMfltdly retreat from I Hu, alter 
appearing before it with one of the largest arm am cuts which had ever sailed 
under Portuguese coloure In the Indian Ocean. Ho had m all forty ships, 
manned by 3000 Portuguese, and BOO natives On Ids arrival, on the !Hh of 
nmrv, l£&l, In- &£nt a messenger to SJullik Eiaz, with the old request for 
pcnnkabn to build a fort, mid n menace, that if it were refused. he would force ■ 

it. The (Jqjer&t admiral told him to do his worst; and must httVft lieea as tontyM 
much pleased 'ft Mirptiaed when, instead of being attacked in the style of which 
Almeida and Albuquerque had given examples, he saw the Portuguese fleet 
wviidi am-lior, and gradually disappear from the coast The fortifications, it 
9 E ,. |J: , hi ,d boon »ttengUl«ned; and Lope^ after endeavouring to shelter himself 
by call ling a council of war which sanction*! bis cowardice, decided that the 
attack W3 ls too haisardoHH to be attempted. 

This disgraceful retreat wan not h-st upon the native princes and in the 
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course of the same year the Portuguese saw several formidable combination* 
formed against them Mullik Eiaz deemed it unnecessary any longer to seek 
tlie protection of his batteries at Diu, awl sailing uut. converted the Portuguese 
retreat into » flight, taking one of their «h)p« and disjttrwing the rest. Not 
satisfied with this success, he continued his course to Choul where die Portu¬ 
guese wen* engaged in building n factory, again defeated them, and remained 
otf the jkTt for twenty days, cutting utf all communication between die factory 
and the Portuguese Heet, which kept hovering outside, without offering battle, 
or attempting to force a passage In proportion as Portuguese pusillanimity 
increased. tlieir assailants became emboldened, iuul Adel Ktuin, in 1522, made 
Ins appearance once more in the vicinity of Goa, The city was too well fortified 
to run much risk, but all the adjoining territory was occupied, and once more 
acknowledged the supremacy of the King of Bejapoor. 

lu 1527 the hopes of the Portuguese were much revived by a decisive victory 
gaiued at Chou] over die Gujemt fleet, which consisted of eighty-diree vessels 
Of these, seventy-three were burned, destroyed, or tlriven oshora Hector d** 
Silveini, the victor, following Ills advantage, proceeded up to the head of the 
bay, where Bombay now stands, to Tiuinali, and then northwards to Bassein. 
levying contributions from both places, and compeffing both to become tributary 
Three years after, Iris brother, Antonio de Silveira. with a fleet of fifty-one 
vessels crossed the Ixir of the river Tapfcee, ami forcing his way up to Surat 
sacked and burned it. In the following year Daman, a large town situated on 
the same coast, shared the same fate. 

These, however, were only desultory attacks preparatory to a great effort 
oltout to he made for the capture of Diu The King of Portugal, irritated at 
having been .so often Willed in hi** attempts to take it. sent out peremptory 
orders to obtain possession of it on any terms! The prejutrations were on a 
scale fur exceeding in magnitude anything that the Portuguese hud ever tafore 
attempted. The expedition luul its rendezvous in Bombay harbour, where it 
rnusb*red 400 vessels of all descriptions, having nu lumnl 22.200 men Of these, 
3600 soldiers and 1400 sailors were Eurojieans. On tlie 16th February, 1531. 
the expedition, commanded by Nunno de Cunlrn, governor of India, nrriveil 
off* Diu Nine days before it lind attacked the* town and island of Bet, or Beyt, 
which lies not fiir from the south side of the entrance to the Gulf of Cutch. 
and was strongly fortifier! l»oth by nature and art It was taken with a loss 
of 18.000 men and sixty cannon to the enemy, and with tlie loss of truly twelve 
men to tlie Portuguese The victory, however, great as it seemed, was in fact n 
disaster. Among the twelve slain was Hector de Silveim, tlie hero of the fleet; 
wliile the time lost was so diligently improved by the enemy, that Diu was 
rendered all but impregnable. The defence was conducted by Mustapli* Kluui, 
an European Turk, with so much <»urage und ability that all the efforts of the 
besieger* proved fruitier, and they found it necessary, at the end of a month. 
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to retire According to the Portuguese accounts, die strength of the place was A.rw 
the sole cause of failure; but the Mahometan historians add that the immediate 
» 3 iiwe of raising the siege was tin* approach of Bahadur Shah, then ruler of 
Gujemt, at the head of a formidable army This so frightened the Portuguese, 
that they made a precipitate retreat, leaving their gun* behind them. One of 
these is said to have lieen “ the largest ever before seen in India, and required 


a machine to lx? constructed for conveying it to (Jbnmpanere The Portuguese, 
to avenge thumselve* for their defeat, burned a great number of towns upon the 

coast and committed fearful devastation 

Notwithstanding their discomfiture, the Portuguese hod not abandoned the 
hope of being yet able to make themselves masters of Diu. If direct force on*c»t 
failed, policy might yet succeed Cliand Klion, a brother ot Bahadur, was at 
first set up as a iwmpctitor for the throne, and when this failed, a league was 
formed with Hoomayoon. King of Delhi, who, regarding Bahadur as a revolted 
vassal, had invaded GHijerat Bahadur, thus pressed on all aides, was obliged to 
make his choice between submission to the King of Delhi, and submission to 
the Portuguese He preferred the latter; and accordingly, in 1534, concluded 
u treaty by which he ceded Baasein, which was thenceforth to lw the only port 
at which vessels sailing from India were to pay duties and take out clearances 
He further engaged not to a«ist the Turkish fleets in the Indian seas 

This treaty gave him only a very partial relief It made the Portuguese 
his frien.la, but made him more obnoxious than ever to the King of Delhi, who. Foctw 
following up die advantages which he bail gamed obliged him to take refuge 
in Diu Here, an the assistance of the Portuguese was indispensable to lmn, he 
was obliged to |>urcliase it by giving them permission to build a tortihed factory. 

As the work proceeded Bahadur became more and more uneasy, and besides 
entering into communication with the Turks, is said to have formed a plot for 
the destruction of his Portuguese allies The statements on the subject by the 
Portuguese and the Mahometans vary so much, that it is difficult to pronounce 
• tween them The proWbility U. that l*>th partk-s w.-re anxious to I* quit 
of each other, and tluit thus there were plots and counter-plots. All that can 
now lw considered certain U. tliat a frav commenced, and dint Balwdtir, who 
was on a visit to die Portuguese admiral, having fallen or leaped into the sea. a 
Portuguese sailor threw a bourding-pike at him. which pierced his skull, and H *» 
killed him on the spot Were the question to be decided on the principle ot 
oui t>ono, the decision would necessarily l>e given against the Portuguese , for 
while Bahadur lost his life, they gained the island of Diu. 

Tbey had not lieen long in possession when an attempt was made to wrest, 
it from" them It has been mentioned that when Bahadur repented of Iuh 
concession to die Portuguese, he applied for aid to the Turks. Solyman die 
Magnificent was then upon the throne of Constantinople. The application 
dierefore could not liave l*een made under more favourable circumstances. 
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SoSvmnn wiika grtat- find a *necu*=iiil warrior, and Ilih mughwChm lircd at tin* 
i Jen of establishing an additional empire in the EaKt. Before any step-, wm 
i iiken. the news of Buhtidurs death arrived, but this only continued the deter¬ 
mination to tit nut nn atuiaiiieiit oil such a H«de tft would iiuure Lite cunipiest 
of Diu Par this purpose matrUctioTifl were given t*■■ Sojymnn, the K^jrfdiiuj 
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piu-hn. o. commence prepare duns Immediately in the port of Suez. There a 
if aaveuty-.-siv galleys, having 7000 Turkish aohliers on board, W!is forthwith 
equipped; and, Hailing under the command of the padsn, arrived off" Din in the 
l beginning of Septeml .mr, 15$Z 

Though the danger had been l> ireseeti, the Portugwe-y» councils were at this 
time so ilibrary ami distracted, tli&t ho adequate preparations'were made to 
meet it The govemment of India had jiist been conferred on Garcia de 
Noronha, and the time which ought to have lieen devoted to t he supply of 
Din with everything necessary to its defence was spent in petty stq nubble* 
1 let ween the old governor and the new. The wiiyequeuce was, that when the 
Turk id i fleet arrive! the garrison constated only of about 600 men. many of 
iliein dckJy. Nor was tins the wontt. BotJi ammunition and provimotm wen" 
m deficient. that nothing ts>nld save the place from capture If tla 
pereisfced in or relief did not arrive Nor was Lite Turkish the only urtiumieiit 
which the Portuguese had to fear A (hijerat amity, estimated at 20,(M>0 men, 
was in the vicinity, ready to cooperate with the besieges. 

Such waa the apparently desperate at ate of matt-tun when the governor, 
Antonin de Silveins, umhle to maintain it f mting in the town, nhut himself up 
in the fort In himself however, he wa* i-ipml t-. a bust pi^-sessing not tmly 
imBtnry talents of the lughe*t order, hut nhi the rare gift of irdViMUg his 
own heroic spirit into ah who were under Ids cniniiirmd. Not ntUv was every 
’“nldier within the garrison prepared to do his duty, but tlu- women, forgetting 
the feehleneas of their sex. Fearlessly enoouiiteml every danger, and worked with 
their own lumdsiii rejadtiug the wnflh jy* they crumbled iietieath the (wiVMirfuJ 
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Turkish mtilfery. Jr in told of otic lady, Anna Fernandez, wife of & physician, a.d, iju 
riiat bv nigl 11 aim viewed nil the uni during the assaults stood by 

encouraging the - ■Idierrt She even fttw her wii son afcnn’k down by a cannon- 
bull. but. instead of giving way o> the agony she must liave felt, drew his body 
juride, returned to her put, mul <®)y after the assault had k-en repulsed went to 
bury him 

U was impossible, however, 1 1 j nt the defence could lust much longer Tl ' 
Kvcry new assault thinned the numbers ol the garrison, find ar-eJv wttny 
renin hied EC's could tmltr even 11 show ot nisistoTiev. whflQ *v breach wlis imidt 
The governor saw nothing before iiim hut death or surrender, and wto giving 
way to the gloomiest fore Ik dings, when, to Ida unspeakable didight. the degr 
wan rsuVd The Turkish commander when dispirited by the failure of one of 
Ids greatest eftVirto receivwl the startling intelligence that a powerful Portuguese 
fleet was at I la fid; and without staying to ascertain its oecunuy. land* off with 
the utmost prcei|dtet5cfflL It turned out to be a feitte rumour, invented and 
circulated, strange to say, by Khoiah Zufar, a renegade Turk, of Italian origin 
who oomreanfieU the Gujemt ferroa HU pride had been repeatedly offended 
by the arrogance of Solyman Pacha; and he hod, moreover, ascertained that the 
Turks were determined, if they gained the place, to retain it as a permanent 
pmsskni- There was thus only a choice nl masters; and ns the Portuguese 
seemed the more tolerable of this two. Zolar had given them tint preference 

After Khoja h Zofhr hod rid himself of Ids Turkish allies by this .stratagem, 
be entered into friendly wimmimiaitiotM with the Portuguese, but at the same f’’™*'" 
Lime took several stejis which convinced thmn that enmity was rankling at his 
|lean fie wns lu the highest possible favour with the King of Gujpst, an 1 ! 
feeling siitistii d that that sovereigns complete ascendency in the |>etimsuln 
would best secure bis own agg nmAuagaent. was prepared to adopt any mean.-, 
however ifflscrupulcu^ that promised to expul the Poituguese, HU first 
attempt was an infamous plot, in whiA he endeavoured to [N»i.M>n the water of 
an immense '.■Lsteru which supplied the garrison, and to set tin 1 : to ilie magazine 
When this plot hufe-L he attempted to build a wall which would have completely 
isolated thi! fort from the tovm Tine Portuguese ohjeetoi i m , and tlsir foundation 
for a fpliimd being thus laid he had no sooner completed his preparations, 
in ln+5, than he made oil open deelunitton of vfiar, 

M/iscuruiilias. the commander of Diu. made the lieat arrange menfe possible 
in the rinrumstance> ; hut his means bring iniide<piate. lie lost no time m 
iu'j pointing Juim do (bistro of his danger Zcfur. at the same rime, aware of his 
advantage, resijlved to assault the plane sKtcoar could arrive V\it1i tlit' 

view he prepared an immense floating battery, and, filling it w 'fh heavy artii- 
ferv caused it to te opfMssite to the seu-bimtiOD, in the hojie of making 

such n breach in it as would give Iiim aoeean into the furl It proved a very 
Homy dovi.s- fer before he could bring it to hear the garrison made anight 
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attack upon u. and, setting fire to it, blew it into the air. Zufar's next plan was 
to complete the wall already mentioned. and to mount it with cannon, which 
kept up on Incessant anti eTudiiug fire on the fork One of the piece* of ordnance 
was of cxtniirdiruvrv size. uml being managed by an exjiert French renegade, 
did eonddenihlv damage. Every shot from it in said to have shook the bland, 
sni' I made pieces of die fort to fly. Happily for the besieged one of their shut 
killed the Frcncfinuur, and the gunner who Mtooeeded III in managed ho awk 
wiutlly that Ids great gnu did more harm, to his own party than to the Portu¬ 
guese, While the siege was thus proceeding, the King of Gujarat arrived It 
Neeme that Zufar had become so confident of success, that he had invited him to 
come and wi&neffi it It proved hotter work than he bad untidpated; and five 
pusillanimous prince was so terrified by a chunoe ball which lighted on hi> tent 
:ind killed one of hb attendants that lie tied, and never L Hiked behind him tilJ 
he was fir on the way kick to his capital A still more fortunate shot killed 
ZothrJiimsd.il This g>nv the exhausted gwrb n wmo respite; bat it was of 
short duration fur Itoumr K han. Zufar's soft, succeeded him, and, not satisfied 
with tlio slow process which hud hitherto been pursued, niude a genund assault 
It foiled, hut scarcely a day passed without new attempt to force an 

entrance into the place, 

The siege liad now lasted several irn.mtlis. while the preparations al Goa 
proved .so dilatory. that the only relief sent to the garrison consisted of two 
insigpifioanf detachments, the one commanded by Fernando de ( ‘astro. the 
governor's son* and the other by Dun Alvaro. The latter consisted of 400 men. - 
4uni brought supplies of luummutiort and provision, when, they were jnstion the 
point of lining exhausted The Portuguese were so dated that they disdained 
to lie cooped up any lunger in tin fort, and almost compelled Masoaieuha* 
against his better judgment to lead them out They paid dearly tor their mdr 
mid retreated with such precipitation, that they hud the greatest. «li ‘ 
in preventing the enemy from entering the fort along with them. Among the 
dam was the ifovemors own son. 

This dumestic misfortune seems to have had the effect of hiwietiitig I 1 
Ga-ifcrofl departure from Go;i. What the cause of delay was is not explained 
but it giving a jmor idea of Jus energy and resource? to lejirn Unit ad, tin* end < *f 

■ *i"ht months, while one of the most mijkirtojit station* which the Portuguese 
(msskwseil in the East, and the acquuution of which had cost them more than 
any other, was in the must imminent danger, kb prqwuiitiotia were for the 
first lime considered to be complete lib fleet which consisted of ninety 
three soil, lust ^une time in OL'inraitting Wharities at vnriuns LomdUies on the 
i'onst r but at lost* in 1S45, was observed from Diu. The result was not long 
doubtful. After reUcying the yamaiti. Lie Castro marched out id the head 
uf hb troops and gained a signal victory. The fall of the town followed of 

■ nrjm 1 . and the Portuguese acted* SIS they almost invariably did on such lhxh 
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non* by indulging in horrid atrocities. " The women escaped not the fate of jui : . 
the mun, imil children werv slain nt their mothers breasts 

Tht* victory which Di- Castro had gamed was not very remarkable His 
truups Loren ojimdemble projjortion to those of the enemy, and with tin* 'lupe- 
riorily of discipline' width they possessed, it would have been disgraceful to him, 
not to have sncceeded But the Portuguese, in consequence »f the decline of p,,^^ 
their power, bad tor several years before enjoyed t’< w opp-rtunities of tsdebrutiiig 
ji victory, and therefore entered readily into the feelings of the governor lis " 
w]in thought hkdself entitled to he received at Goa with all the magiiilWurt of 
\ Boii mi] triumph The gates and streets were bung with sOfc* all place* 
resounded with music ami salvos of cannon, and vessels gaily adorned covered 
the harbour. The governor on arriving at the gate, under a rich canopy, Wuf 
printed with a crown of laurel, with which lie encircled Ills head, mid a 
brand i of it which lie carriet 1 Lti his hand; in front wulk^l mie Friar Anthony, 
wiih ii nniciitsL os be bad borne it in tlm fight, and beside him an officer bearing 
the royal standard; behind w&a Juzar Khan, n Moorish chief, followed by COO 
captives in chains. The governor walked on leaves of gold and silver, and rich 
silks, the ladles from the windows throwing flowed upon him. and sprinkling 
him with sweet water. On re ailing the account of tlite jrompoits procession. 

1 dlierine. Queen*if Portugal, dttewdly remarked* that ,l TX Castro Imd overview 
like n 1 bristmn and triumphed like ^ heathen He did not long survive bis 
triumph; and was on lib death-bed when the honours sent out from Portugal to ur. 
reward hb victory wen announced to him at Gun Hr must have liecn n vain 
uiaji, hut this failing was compensated by many good qualities. He was sc 
ztaliju-i ior the public service, that grief fur the miserable condition into which 
it Hu * I iUtlau is siid to have broken bis heart; and lie gave the beet proof of 
Ids honesty by dying In extreme poverty. One of his last nobs was to moke r 
lonual protest, which he desired to l*e recorded, to the effect that 'he Imd never 
umdr iiw of the kings nor any other man's money, nor driven any trade to 
increase his own stuck," The practices of which he thus soiemuh dedsn *4 hh 
imyteenre, undoubtedly prevailed to a great extent among the Portuguese 
officiate* and go far to account for the rapidity with which Purl non! fell from the 
high pliiW wliidli she oucc belli in tlie East From time to time, however. die 
seemed to resume hw aiu-lent spirit, and showed bow much she might still haw 
been able to accomplish, had turn of spirit and integrity, instead of mere court 
intriguant, ton phiwd at the helm of affairs 

In J570. when Luis de Atuiila iv:is viorrov, one of the most fomiidahte 

1+ ' , lluD al in, 

oomliiiuitnuis into which ito native princes hail ever entered, svas triumphantly 
dctcutcit !t was beaded by the Deccan Kings of Ahincdnuggiir and Bejnpoor, 
and a m*w zaniorin, who, undeterred by the fate of his predweiSHjr, was tont on 
rr^jvcnng all that hud been wrested from him. Their common object was to 
expel tin Portuguese from the country, hut each had his own t^jtitrate griev- 
L 2& 
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miotj; and henoe^i though the attack was dmultanronv it waf? made hi three 
uu^Hjrtmit stations—by the King of AUmcdnnggur, fit Cbovil—by the a nmorih, 
at Clinle. where a fort IijuJ k*cn erected which overawed U*s capital at CulieuL — 
and b y the King of Bcjupoar. nt Goa The lust, a* in every r^\»vt the w <*t 
memorable, is the only one to which it is iw-vssury here to advert, 
f‘i?rru: .,■•■!“ Ally Adil Shall, who wrus than sovereign of Bejapoor, having waettbted tin 

£*Jvimy of 100,000 foot and 35,000 horse, 2U0 elephants and $30 pitt** "f 
'' aLl cannon, suddenly descended from one of the pass** of the VV estem Ghauts into 
the Cuncnn, and then, turning south, marched without opposition ti[Hm Goa 
Xu prepamtian* bad been made for this formidable attack; and the governor on 
mustering Ms European troops, found that they did not exceed 7^0, Besides 
these he had about 1300 monks, whose zeal mid f inatldsm ctn^emated in soiui- 
degree for their want td discipline, and u txinddc ruble number of natives, on whom 
no great confidence cotiM be placed His great security wan in his iumilnr 
[.o^itiun, which, so long ns he held the command at sen, made it impossible for 
the enemy to attempt an approach on any side but the me which Iny nearest to 
the mainland Against tlib side, accordingly Ally Adil -Sladi directed all his 
efforts. anil with such over; lowering numbers and persevtumnoe, that 5000 men 
n h ■ ji in passing fiver Into the inland, li was only a tcmiHirary auoevss; for 
riie Portuguese, aware that if they made good their footing the plane taunt Mir¬ 
ren tier, mustered all their strength, and by one great effort, in which the most 
heroic valour was displayed, cut their assailant* to pieces, or rirovc them into 
the -fi l , Ally Adi] Slab had no heart to renew the combat; and, after lingering 
for a abort time, took Ma lirnl departure. More than 12,000 of his troop* hud 
I^ridied The attacks on Choul and Chile were equally unsueo^rftiL New 
Iiint tv was thtis added to the Portuguese arms; siml many who looked only at 
the surface imagined that their power laid never been «rtablkbed on a firmer 
Itfuria These who looked deeper could not but see that the whole fabric wsl 
undermined and threatening ruin 

It would fie out of place here to examine in detail the various causes to 
which the overthrow" of Portuguese supremacy in the Euxt is attributable A 
few, however, may be briefly mentioned. One of the most obviou> i.-. the com- 
lenitive indifferent*! of the Portuguese themselves When they first doubled 
tin- Oa^ of Goal Hn|*, India was the great goal for which they wort! striving, 
in id mil the exertions of which they Were capable were exclusively devoted to it 
Uv the di'iWerv of Bnml a new interest was created, and gradually became 
the morn absorbing because the more lucrative of the twn, A small state like 
Portugal was unable to superintend the affairs of two mighty empires, situates] 
at the opposite extremities of the glutei mid experience w-ema to have proved 
that in giving the preference to the American continent she made the wiser 
iibipitst Kfit.li empire*. indeed, are iiom h*»t to her; but in tliat of the West her 
own race tif king* still site entiiroucil 
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Another cause of Portuguese decline in the East may be found in the state of a_d jb« 
Euroixjon politics. In 1580, after the short and inglorious reign of Henry the 
Cardinal. Portugal lost her national independence, and became subject to the 
bigoted and tyrannical rule of Philip II. of Spain. She was thus obliged toc»«*«f 
follow in the wake of her more powerful neighbour, ami see all her interests dtrfii*. 
sacrificed in the prosecution of objects from which she could not possibly reap 
any advantage. While her domestic interests were sacrificed, it is not to be 
supptwed tlrnt those of her colonies were duly attended to. In coimection 
with the degrading Iwndage to which Portugal was thus reduce*l, we see a tliird 
cause of rapid decay in the hostility wliicli Philips arrogance provoked in other 
European states. 'Hie United Provinces of Holland after throwing off Uis yoke, 
continued at open war with him, and saw no quarter in which they could at* 
effectually resent the wrongs, and indemnify themselves for the losses they liad 
suffered, as in the East To the same quarter the eyes of the English had loug 
been turned; and after they had triumphed gloriously over the Armada, which 
was to have enslaved them by a double yoke of the most intolerable description 
—the yoke of Spain and the yoke of Rome, all the friendly or prudential con¬ 
siderations which had prevented them from claiming a share in the Portuguese 
Indian monopoly ceased to have an}’ weight, and their determination to 
establish an independent traffic in the East was openly avowed Thus, at the 
very moment when Portugal was scarcely able to maintain her position, even 
had she been left alone to deal with native powers after her own fashion, she 
saw heixdf brought face to face with two most formidable ounpetitors To 
these we now turn. 


CHAPTER IX. 


Attempt* to reach ln.fi* by other rouU* than that of the Capa -Their failure by U>* north-we*t ami 
north-out—The eoutb-weat parna^c practicable but circuitou*—Superiority of tbe paatage by the 
Cape generally recognised—First royagw of llte Entfliah and Dutch by that noaU 



ENRY VII. of England hud the reputation of being one of 
the most enlightened monarclis of his age, and in him, in Kuwait 
aoconlingly, Columbus 1 h>j*h 1 to find a jtatron at once able to 
appreciate his graml scheme of discover}*, and disposed tond- 
51 vnnee the funds necessary’ for carrying it into effect \ nfor- 


tunntely Henry, with all his talents, was of a penurious, avaricious temper, anil 
remained so long in suspense between the advantages to be gamed by the 
enterprise if it should succeed, and the pecuniary loss to which it would subject 
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a i» un him if it should prove a failure, that be lost the opportunity, and only signified 
hi** intention to accept the services of the great Genoese navigator when it was 
no longer possible for him to obtain them. Before Bartolommeo Columbus could 
return to announce the success of his mission to England, the discovery of the 
New World had already been achieved, and His illustrious brother was prose¬ 
cuting a second voyage. 

^ Tlie dUappointm *nt which Henry felt apj>ears in the readiness with which 
»r*nr 7 vii 1 h* entered into a rival scheme of maritime <liscovt*ry. A Venetian of the name 
of John Cabot, or Giovanni Caboto, hud l»een aetthd for some time at Bristol, 
and to him and his three sons. Ludovico, Sebostiano, and Sanzio, the English 
monarch, on the 5th of March, I IDG. granted a elmrter, empowering them, in the 
most unlimited terms, to make voyages of discovery in his name. There was 
no great liberality in the grant, for it cost him nothing; and while he refused 
to bear any part of the expense, he was niggardly enough to stipulate for a fifth 
of the whole profit Simply for the privilege of sailing under the English flag, 
and becoming governors under the English crown of any lands which might be 
discovered, they were to liear the whole loss, and in the event of profit allow 
another to sliare it with them It gives a high idea of the spirit of maritime 
enterprise in England at this period, that even when subjected to such rigorous 
terms, u Venetian stranger, and his three sons, were able to fit out five vessels 
for an experimental voyage to the West. 

As a mercantile speculation the voyage entirely failed; but by’ the discovery 
of Newfoundland and of the west coast of North America, a foundation won laid 
for the aeries of colonies or plantations which, under the united influence* of 

freedom and commerce, have mode 
the language and not a few of the 
most valued institutions of Enghuid 
triumphant in the western world. 
The accounts of the early proceedings 
of the Cabots are so indistinct, that 
it is difficult to say whether oue or 
two voyage were made If, as seems 
most probable, there were two. the 
latter, which took jdaee in HD8, wa*» 
commanded by Sebastian, whose fame 
ns a navigator ultimately threw that 
of !ii.s father and brothers into the 
nluide. At this time, however, the 
encouragement he received wna so 
^unl 1, that he quitted the service of England for that of Spun, which showed 
the high sense entertained of his merits by giving him a seat in the council of 
the Indie* 
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About tlit same time when England was attempting. though with alow .vti imh. 

and faltering tjfepai to follow Columbu& in Ida career $f <h>.■■■-wry, Portugal was 

not so entirely ulsorbed in the prosecution of discoveries in the direction of Afrioi _ 

to be insensible to the vast <dianuO& which might Ik: elii lid i luted from the dis- 

° ® itlB 

coveiy r»f j\ western w-uhl If, according to Hue idea then generally entertained 
l<v geographer^ the northern extremity of America formed a rocky headland, ^ i: 
with on ojx-n hm Wyotid it. then all the efforts winch Portugal had made S>< 
discover a passage to India by the south-east must prove in a great measttre 
abortive, iiecan&o a. much nearer pfe-sage would enable the maritime nations of 
Western Europe to socurt? all the advantage- for which she liad been -striving 
Tiii-, wsa a danger too obvious find immincin to l*f overlooked; urn] therefore 
the Portuguese no sooner were aqouintfiil with the discovery oi the New 
W .ihl, than they determined on an explnmtoty voyage to t he north-west, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether such a practicable passage existed, and if 
it did. <-f .^ecimiig a nwuopily <if it oil the ground of priority of discovery. 

The only Portuguese navigators whose mimes figure in the Voyages untier- 6* ^*. 
taken with tins view, were a lather and three sonit Itelonging to the illustrious 
house of Cortereal. Of the father. Jtrfm ?i* i rtereap scarcely anything m 
known. a ml hence, probably because fiction has been employed us n sulj^ritute 
for fact, it has l>een confidently maintained that lie reached the chores of New- 
fraiEidland even before Columbus made his first voyage The pmvi-dkigH of his 
ai (ja^wr are better authenticated. In 1500, having been furnislit-d by Kiti^ 

Eirwniul with two ships, he touched, first at Tereeim, one of the Azores ami 
thi>rt sailed north-west m the hope of finding; an open ocean, by which he could 
l-eiietrato directly to India Having reached land in the prtdlel of 50 , lie 
pursued his course northwards along the coast Ruth from il- L - position, and tin 
description given of it. it must have formed part nf Labrador, which acootsl- 
i ng ly in tliearlirst maps beam not this iiiiuic. but that of Cartomdk He 
advanced to latitude m\ hut l*ing deterred by the rigour of the climate arid 
Boating mountains of ten from proee&ling fiirther. be seiiied fifty-sevea of the 
native*, and carried them off to Portugal, where, to his disgrace and tliat of his 
M+vrreign, they appear to have been employed as slaves He arrived at [JhIwii 
in tin* Sih nf October, 1501, and immediately resolved on another voyage. 

Early in spring, luiving completed his preparations, hr again sot Hail with his 
two vessel*, and steered diteetiv for the most northerly point he bad prey i Trudy 
reached So fur tlur voyage was prosprtoUK hut immediately after, x violent 
ktotm, m ii sen covered with iceberg*, obliged the vessels to .-*ei>&rcite, 1 bat- 
in which GuHjsir nailed was never heard of. 

ite soon as tidings of the disaster notched Lisbon, a younger brother. <4 the l! ^'| , 
name of Miguel hastily fitted out three vessels, and set sail with tin* double 
object of searching for the takiing ship, mid following up the course of dkcovety 
which Caspar Imd began. On arriving u£ that arm of the Atlantic which 
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branches off between the coasts of Greenbtnd and LaUrcid-T, the vessels parted 
comjwiny, iu order tlmt iMwh might ex^brei n separate entrance. The expo- 
dieliL Reeio-td judicious, hut the result proved disastrous, ( July two of tile 
vessels returned re PoringJ : in the third iLigutd appears to im ve met the same 
fate a* Ura.BjaT A third brother, Vasco Erne- inspired by the Iter, tic spirit of 
his fiunily, volunteered to bend a new expedition; hut the king. thinking that 
enough had already been sacrificed in enterprises the success of which turned 
now more than problematical, refused lib consent, and the Portuguese desisted 
from any further attempt to discover n north-west passage to India. 

Shortly after the of Henry V11L to (.lit- throne of England nit 

attempt was ii_.-,d-- ;■■ iwo.■.- rue Ppidr sf maminae enteqiri*^ which Ids lather 
during the latter voare of Lis life had allowed to latiguidi. hut other uecupa- 
ti-ms mute congenial to Ida taste. though lere conduciv*' to bis hunotn - ■*- 
Iwgan to engross Henry's attention, stud during his long reign English maritime 
discovery presents an nbiuKii continuous blank- The only important exception 
b,n,n exjNiditioa to the north-west in IT17, Soburtuui Cuhot had prohahlv 
expected id i eli Spain, to which lie hud transferred his services* would eiuphn 
thgm in an andeavottf to ascertain the practicability of a north-west passage 
If this was his hope, it was disiippemted : for the umgiiificent territories which 
Spain was lu^puring in the more genial latitude of Mexico, and the immense 
wealth which had in confluence began to How into her treasury, left her 
little inclination to prosecute a hazardous and doubtful enterprise in the frozen 
regions of the North Cab i. however, having gainer! Ilia earliest hymds in 
h liiii hold, was determined not to abandon it, and returned to 1 Eng! and, where hr 
Imd the satisfaction to learn that id* services again volunteered, were accepted. 
He was confident of success; and After entering Hudson* Bay, considered him¬ 
self on the fair wny to Gfct<ds» or i hitu, to which, according to his own strong 
expression. he ,J hotli could and would have gone/ when thv opptiition of Sn 
Tbomaa Feint, under whom, as Vii^ulnriml ,>f England, he held only n sort 
ordinate comiiumd, and a failure flf courage on tlw part uf his crew, obliged 
him to return, 

Tlie failure of this expedition seemed to justify Heim* in the apathy he 
had previously mnnifesteil, and ten adilltaoiuil year- had [m&scd away, when 
his attention wus once more colled to thtr t-iibje. t by an English merchant of the 
iiunn- of Robert Thorne. win-, after a long residence at Seville, had finally 
settled in Lond-m This gentleman, while iu Spain, had formed a dose con 
Ruction with Sebastian Cabot and liecome thoroughly imbued with Iilh idcon o> 
to the pnu-ti eahility of reaching tlie East Indies by man*? northern outlet 
from the Atlantic Seeing Lnv cnmp3cU J ly tie- subject had fallen into abeyance, 
lie presented a memorial to the king, in wddeh, after adverting to tin tmturul 
Icmiv which all princes have to extend their dominions, iUiil which Bonn 
himself had evinced by his recant expodilitm to Franco, he thua proceeds:^— 


Chjuv IX j 


thornes memorial to henry viii. 


199 


M Now I. considering this your noble courage and desire, and also per- AD C *^ W7 
ceiving that your grace may. at your pleasure, to your greater glory, by a 
godly meane with little cost, peril], or labour to your gnics*. or any of your 
subjects, omplifie anil inrich tills your snvd realme, I know it is ray liouiiden Thom** 

KirlA ’fftlil tu 

ducty to manifest this secret unto your grace, which hitherto. ns I *upp«se. mnrrvm 
hath beene hid. which i& tlmt with a small nuinlier of shijns tliere may be 
discovered divers new lands and kingdomes. in which without doubt your grace 
shall wimie glory, and your subjects infinite profile " 

The so-called " secret, tints announced rather more jKunpously than the eom- 
pturaiively trite ideas composing it seem to justify, was simply the possibility 
of reaching the East by a voyage northwards. The memorial accordingly thus 
continues;—*' Tliere is left one way to discover, which is into the Northe; for 
that of the foure partes of the worble. three pirtes are discovered by other 
[Hincea For out of S{»aine they liave discovered all tlie Indies and Seas 
Occidental!, anil out of Portingall all the Indies and Seas Oriental!; so that 
by this pirt of the Orient and Occident they have ♦mcompassed the worlde. 

Tin* North being thus the only field of maritime discovery not foreclosed, 
the memorial, after adducing several pithy reasons why Henry should imme¬ 
diately occupy it. enters into an explanation of the different courses which 
vessels fitted out for discovery might take, and the results that might be anti¬ 
cipated. The first object, of course, is to pws the pole; but of thin, though 
rvallv the crowning difficulty, Mr Thorne makes light. and then proceeds:— 

“ If they will go toward the Orient they shall injoy the region of all the 
Tartarians that extend toward the raid-day, and from thence they mnv 
goe and proceeds to the land of the Chinas, and from thence to the hind of 
Cathaio Orientall, which is of all the maiue land most Orientoll tlmt can be 
reckoned from our habitation. And if from thence they doe continue their 
navigation, following the coasts tlmt retume toward the Occident, they shall 
fall in with Mnlaca, and so with all the Indies which we call Oriental!, and fol¬ 
lowing the way may retume liither by the Cap* of Buona Sjiemnsa; and thus 
they shall compass the whole worlde. And if they will take their course after 
they !*• past the Pole toward the Occident* they shall goe to the backe side of 
the New found land, which of Late was discovered by your graces subjects, 
until! thev come to the l>acke side anil South Seas of the Indies OecidentalL 
And so continuing their voyage, they may retume through the Straight of 
Magellan to this countrey; and so they Compass also the world by this way. 

And if they goe the tiiirde way, and after they be past the Pole, goe right 
towurd the Pole Antnrtiijue, and then decline toward the lands and Islam Is 
situated between the Tropikes and under the Eipiinoctxall, without doubt they 
shall find tliere the richest lam Is and Islands of the world, of gold**, precious 
stones. I willies, spices and oilier thingwi tlmt we here esteeme most; which come 
out of strange countries, and may retume the same way.” The conclusion is:— 
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■ By tlti? it uppearoth, your grace Euntli not enely a great Hr I vantage of the 
rights, but also your subjects shall not travel! Iwilf of tilt? wtn tlrni other di* 
which go round u hoi it as afbmayd 

This memorial. tliflugli containing little tlint in new atui much tlmt !- 
vmmtfiiu, seeauxl worthy of quotation. In>tli l*-eati*- it ghv> a good ;••- •■•.mni 
of the views entertained by the beat geograpbers of the period. and lieesm-c it 
uppers tu have hud tlwi effect of Wstirriug Henry to make u jinnl etthrL of 
maritime dktaxery .\> U led to no important result, 4 \ arid the accounts of it 
t» scanty in the extreme, it is unnecessary to notice it further In sitnihu 
hileiier lies buried another <*\p<edition, imtbruken. a few years oiler, a; the 
expense^ not of the crown, but of u wealthy whiihlt&ni of London, who gave n 
on appearance m attractive tlmt the youths of family and fortune were linluevd 
to embark along with him Neither lie nor hk associates were well quaBhod 
for the tHek which they had uudertukt-u: and disaster followed disaster till 
famine reduced them to the dire neoe&ity of c&tiniUdLaii. The}* wore preparing 
to cast lots for the next victim, when the capture of a French vessel furnished ft 
--2 lj ; l 11 remnant with pm vinous and the means of regaining their native land. 

thi the accession of Edward VI., in 1547. on era mart: favourable to inuri- 
time enterprise wtib anticipated, and would doubtless have Iieen realized had his 

lit: Im-li j.i .]..:■ _r I S- I. I -1 t « i'J.h’ ord-nt ;,! i I ^in^u'ua- a* ever, lied 

arrived t and the youthful inotuuvh, smitten with kindred ciithuriiignt, luul np 
pointed Inin ^rand-pilot of England with a liberal salary. Under tin: stiamlitH 
tliuc applied si in-w scheme of discovery wan isuoa arrangi.fl mid fcMkn&ly sop- 
portal by Loudon merchants, ' men of great wisdom ami gravity Rolsert 
TLome, in the Memorial above quoted. luuJ pointed out three different directions 
in which expeiiiueiital voyage* might hr made. Hitherto only one of them had 
l iCcn tried, hut die results were most dkci>tiroging; and it was therefore tv.soLvtrd 
that the next voyage should dniiige the direction, nml endeavour to dkeoyer i 
passage to the Indies by die north-east 

The requisite funds, amounting to £6000, Veie raised in shores of £25 eaeji. 
apportioned among the members of a kind of juint-Htoek eoiftpauy formed tor 
the [lurj kisc. W ith thb sun) three veeaels were built, and fitted up in a style 
with which Sebastian Cflfmt, who was governor sif the company and undertook 
the iiumngemeiit of it* nautical nihiira was. so well pleased its to declare t|m t 
“ the like was never iu any realm seen used or known The chief i-omnmiid wa- 
giveti to Sir Hugh Willoughby, wlm soiled in the principal vcaseL Under him. 
and in .wnunravl of tint second vessel, was Kiclnud UhnjuadW. Besides n MirieH 
pf iiirtfructinJia drown up by t.‘a 1 1 --1 For llie gitidjuuv of the officer urn I nvw the 
inq^editinn wju-i furnished by King Edward with letter juHrraged to at! 

]a*inces, mien*, jadgex, utid o H iveniofs of the earth, ‘ nesting them ‘to |wnuit 
unto these our aorvanta free jmasage by your tvginns and do minMMW, far th--y 
sLaJl iM>t touch anything of yt«ns unwilling unto you. and pi rnruHiug ++ hythc 
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of all tilings that are contained in heaven, earth. and the sea, and by the 
life and tranquillity of our kingdoms, that we will with like humanity accept 
your servant** if at any time they shall come to our kingdoms.’* On the 10tl» 
Muy, 1553. the three vessels dropped down to Greenwich, when; the court and 
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a vast assemblage from oil quarters witnessed their dejwirture nmid salvos of 
artillery rind Uuj shouting of the mariners. “ in sueli sort tlinfc the skv rang with 
the noise thereof." 

After leaving the river, the vessels were detained on the Es*ex coast till the 
23d. when, the winds becoming favourable, they began their course across the 
German Ocean On. the 14th of July they had reached lat 68°. among the 
Islamls of the Norway coast, and not long after ciune within sight of the North 
Cape. Their intention was to remain together; but in the event of their Wing 
obliged to part company, Wardhuys. in Finmark. was api>ointed os the p.rt of 
rendezvous. The contingency thus provided for hapjiencd sooner tluin any had 
anticipated. and with very fatal results. Shortly after passing the cape, the 
weather lxvnn._ so stormy that the vessels, were forced out to sea, and driven at 
the mercy of the winds. Willoughby, whose skill and caution seem not to haw 
been equal to his courage, carried so much sail that Clioneellor was unable to 
keep up with him, and never saw him more. His fate remained unknown till 
some Hussion sailors discovered two tall vessels frozen in on the coast of Lajv- 
land On entering them, they found the lifeless bodies of Willoughby and his 
companions. Along with the journal of the voyage was a note, showing, by its 
<int<\ tliat the crews were alive in January, 1554. They had readied the do&st 
of Nova Zeuihla without being able to land ujkjii it, and then |>enetrated still 
deeper into the abysses of the Arctic Ocean. Convinced at last of tlieir mistake, 
they retraced their steps, and in returning westward unfortunately missed the 
opening of the White Sea. within which they might liave found a sheltered 
anchorage. On reaching the coast lieyond. they hail resolved to make it tlieir 
winter-quartern intending to prosecute their voyage in the ensuing spring 
Before it arrived the intense cold had frozen them to death. 
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Chancellor was more fortunate. Ey keeping near the coast he had reached 
Wardhiliya without much difficulty; and after waiting seven dayw in the hapr 
that the other vessels might arrive continued hi* course " l.ill in i iiriie nt limt 
to tiie place where he found no night at oil, but a continued light imd. bright¬ 
ness of the sod, winning dearly upon the great and mighty sea Ultimately he 
'vus carried into the White Sea. and anchored in the harbour of Arclumgel, On 
learning that it formed pert of the vn.*t dominiamt of the Oz&rof Husotivy, he 
determined on visiting his capital of Moscow; uud by means of the letter which 
he carried from Lis sovereign, and his own address, obtained such a f i vouruLJo 
reception from the reigning sovereign, Ivan Vxvdloribich, tw enabled him to lay 
the foundation of the Muscovy or Russian Company on very advantageous 
terms The important traffic secured by this company withdrew attention, for 
n time, from the north-east passage; mid many were even so sanguine ns to 
imagine that by this company iiloiiu it might lie possible to e&ta mtCF- 

■Ourae with India, by which the necessity of any other passage would I t- in a 
great measure superseded. 

The plan was to make Archangel dm starting |K>int, and then, writing the 
Volga where it rfrst become- navigable, sail down into the Caspian, and thus 
firm n ctmununication with the undent overland route- from the East Jour 
uovh with jl view to the establishment of this romniu mention. were :u:tii:Jlv 
undertaken, and several of the travellers employed penetrated far into the in¬ 
terior of Asia The whole scheme, however, was a ddushm The Venetians, 
when in complete command of the overland traffic by much shorter and more 
«mvenitmt routes, had l«?on driven from all the lending markets of Eun.ije- hv 
the Portuguese. Row, then, could the Rsis-dnit Company hope to compete with 
them, when, in addition to the carriage paid by the Veoetian-H. they were bur¬ 
dened with at leo-'it 2(K10 miles of osjiemtive transport, jmrt of it over an «ann 
always dangerous, and during half the year rendered inaccessible by in uinlnins 

of ieef 

These coiwidenilions soon opened men's eye* to the hopelessness of tsbi.liIisit¬ 
ing a profitable traffic with India by the w av of the White Sea. and tin: explora¬ 
tion of the north-east and north-west prt&agra was resumed mare ardently than 
ever. The latter passage, indeed, continued to be explored long after the impos¬ 
sibility of using it os an ocean thoroug hfare to the East was universally recog¬ 
nized; and even in our own time- in the formidable task of exploring this 
passage, some of our most .dbthigiarabed British navigator* Lovl- earned their 
lust laurels. and some of them, tw, have unhappily pi-ridLf-L Tint north-east 
P ussage, which at one time seemed the more hopeful of the two, was sooner abmi- 
donod, but not before the utmost skill and hardihood Is di of British and Dutch 
Stamen laid been expended upon it in vain Same of their attempts. considered 
of preliminary steps in the process which eventually brought them into direct 
collision with the Portuguese, art* la-re entitled to at least a pricing notice- 
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About the tit in. 1 when the Muscovy-Indian scheme proved abortive, some ad iiv.; 
' neural* knowledge was obtained of the great Asiatic rivers, the Gbt and 
Venisei mud Gerard Mercator, tin* celebrated casmognvnher, when consulted rrtrst ’ 1 

^ . S^raiwF, 

on the subject, gave it :lh Ms opinion that ut no great distance ljeyond the point 
which navigators hud ahneudy reached :i gn»at headland. then supposed to form 
the nortleea^t extremity of Asia would be found This ht-adLuid once passed 
Nothing more was necessary titan to torn south. and steer directly for Japan mid 
< .‘him Thin wa- an enormous blunder, for it cut off, at one sweep, more than 
a fourth of the whole circumference of the globe; but it is only fair to Mercator 
to observe, that it was not so much his blunder as the coiumon blunder uf the 
timy for jJI fib etui temporaries afaired it with him. 


Mapp r 


In ULVooiimjx* with Mercator's opinion, the great problem of u north-east pas- 
‘tiigr* to India now seemed on the eve of receiving a favourable solution. In 15811, ^.... .* 
two English vetiHefa under the command of Arthur Pet and Charles Jackman, 
sailed for Word buys, which they reached on the 23'I of Juno. A few days after, 
they Conti nfled their voyage east wan b and on approaching Suva Zeiubla nar¬ 
rowly e&$sp*d 1.being embedded in * field of ice, After disentangling themselves 
by taking a very circuitous route, they preceded along an npwn passage, and had 
the mortification to discover that it Formed a kind of cut tie sac, from which they 
had nt> jjosaible outlet except bv retracing their steps Tins accdmfJiflhed, they 
had n most favourable wind, but found it impossible to avail tliemaelvea of it in 
consequence of enormous icebergs which blocked up the course, leaving no space 
between, hue] ub mg which they could not rtteer without risking almost certain 
destruction. Tints obstructed, ruid obliged, as they piously express it, to wait 
with patifiioa, "abiding the Lords leisure, 11 they did not arrive at Viiignt/, 
Straits rill the middle of August, it waa consequently too late to advance 
further eastward and the expedition returned without having added one 
particle Ui the mfbrmatioii previously pt&ti&ed The English, Laving found 
more necessary and hojjcful employment in another quarter, desisted for many 
wars from all further attempts to discover a north "east passage. The task, 
however, instead of being abandoned, was only tnmii felted to new Lands. 


The United Provinces, after a lorur, arduous* and noble struggle, hail achieved ■ lMc ™r t - 
their iatL’peri deuce, and rid themselvps for ever of the gulling yoke of Spain 
Even while groaning under that yoke, the untiring industry of the population 
and the narrow scope for exercising it in a country hemmed in on all sides, and 
constantly threatened by the sea, had turned their attention chu'fiy to com¬ 
merce On the broad expanse of the ocean they found their true thoroughfare, 
amt gradually rone to a foremost place mating the maritime nations of Europe. 

Their iiwn consumption was not great, but their vessels were found in :iJj sona 
acting oa common carriers for other nations. In this way they had obtained a 
large share in the Indian trade, which had ita^mporium at Lisbon, to which the 
gjtwls were brought from the East by the Portuguese, and from which they were 


msTuKY OF tNTffA 


ftf-M* L 


K l* OK 


Wmttm 


t air* b'"7. . 


2(K 

ui nr wards diffused over Europe, At the very time when the Dutch secured, the* 
Portuguese were deprived of their independence, Philip IL of Spain having 
usurped the crown of Portugal and inwqio rated it 3 dominions frith litit own 
Lisbon having. in eonsetjueftoe^GilIen into tbe hands oftheir wind k-tive encm v. the 
Ltutch were in 1 oSF, completely excluded fiurij it The injury thus inUieUHl on 
their trade was sit first severely fi-lt. but the only effect was to inspire them with 
determination not to rest till they had succeeded in i^tubliakiiig u direct com- 
oimucaticm with tin? lust Ibf route by the Cape «i Good Hope vr;i > now well 
known; stud os all the Pcu-tagueee possessioin} had full on under the power of 
their declared enemy they could have no scrapie in attacking them In the fir-i 
instance. howifver they imitated tlie example -if the English, nud endeavoured 
to discover an independent route by the north-east 

The first expe dition, tmdertaVfm hy a private company. with the sanction hut 
without any direct a^tmree from the States, consisted of four vessels, under the 
command of William Barentz They sailed from the Tend on the 5th of June. 
l-V;t i and on approaching Nova Zetolhi ^qantted, two of the w-.stds taking the 
dd route toward Vnigats Straits, while the other two, under the n nmuaml of 
Barents adopted the ladder course of sailing rmrtliwiuds, with the view of 
keeping (dear of the masses of ice which clustered round the island Barents 
3not seem to have justified his high reputation so? a seanum By the 1st of 
August he liad nut advanced beyond the north extremity of Nova Zetobla, in 
!;it 77 . and then, deterred by the violence of the wind and the large roaases of 
Moating ioe, prematurely determined. to return, The other detachment was 
rnccie peraevering. After working their way thmigEi Vxdgntz Straits, and suc- 
•seeding, with much difficulty, in sailing round some immense icebergs which had 
threatened to bar their future progress, the two vessels arrived tit a bine open. 
■itiL, and aw the coast trending rapidly awthwonlg, It was unlv the Golf of 
Ube; but, ltd astray by Mercator s blunder, they believed thru they In-3 double! 
the north extremity of Asia, and ormsequcnily discovered the passage of which 
they were in search. It might have been expected that instead of resting aatm- 
M with this conviction they would bay- endeavoured to make usKumnce doubly 
±nn\ nod prevented the possibifiiy «f mistake by advancing some hundred 
leagues into the sea, which, if their opinion had been correct, would have* carried 
them directly to Japan, Instead of this they unmedistely retraced their step*, 
nnd having igam joined Barentz on t he coast of Russian Lajihm 1. arrived in the 
Texel on the 10th of September, 

Idle tiding* which they brought diffused universal joy; and the States 
gmiftml, no longer satisfied with giving a fcge tanctioii, took the lead, in 1595, 
in fitting out a new expJirion on a more extensive scata ft consisted of six 
ve ^k intended not merely to explore, but to commence the tin Hie which, 
nccording to the general belief, ^ About to be j^mmnently eatabliehed, and 
f mur the wealth of the Bust into the porta of Holland. Such being the expe ia- 
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ttorj. the arrangements were adapted to it; and f.be vessels, instead of being at ■>■ 
ttmtfrucuri as b-fare to bear die rude abodes nf the polar av, were framed in 
the manner best adapted for the rieh CWgoes of merchandise with which they 
wen? bdetL The very idea of such an expedition had originated in a gn«*i 
error; bat, hh if this had nut Isjeti BuJEctant* tire period of sailing wits protracted 
to the 2d of June, when nearly two months of the season most favourable for 
n northern voyage were already pad The vessels never got tardier than die 
eastern entrance of the Straits of Viugatx. When they reached it, they wi re 
mot Lv iiuiueiisc bodies of Hunting iee. against winch they struggled manfully 
[ill the end of .September. Then at lost the conviction forced itself upon rhein 
that they ware labouring in vain, and that nothing more remained dam to turn 
their face homeward* 

Not one of die results so cotifubnfcly anticipated had Item nViUuned In '‘“ii 1 
juroportbn to t he extravagance of the expectation was i.]ie bitterness of tire rlis- 
appniiitjnent. The Sates general at once disconnected themselves with the 
project, and deemed it sufficient to hold nut a pecuniary reward to any indivi¬ 
dual or association who should first snuceed in effecting the passage which they 
had themselves attempted in vain The town of Amsterdam at once took up 
the gauntlet which the government Ired thus in a manner thrown down; and 
wisely, in the meantime, renouncing all idea of traffic, fitted 4 sit two vessels 
solely for exploration. The command of tlie one was given to William Barents 
whose previous voyage hay already been mentioned' amt of the other to John 
(V-mdiE Ryp As some security against that longing for home, under the influ¬ 
ence of which the previous expeditions wci^ supposed i-< have returned prcimi- 
nirely, all the individual* belonging to the expedition were tmmamtxi 

The vessels silted on the 20th of May, J59G; and in order to avoid tire f- n-" n-= 

li.irnti Li 

dougera of the coast, sailed nearly due north. Current* and easterly winds 
CMrierl tbtiu jm» far we it that they value ill wight iif the Shetland Isles on the 
33d. Here the commanders, who appear to have had erpial powers, differed in 
.ipiniori. Barents wished to tack Jibuti, and steer due east; while Hyp, who 
argued thot in this way they Would only hecome entangled, like previous expedi¬ 
tions, among the rioating icebergs ,if the Vaigntx Straits, hoisted oil sailing 
V N E. H.J-- opinion prevailed They were in the depths of the Arctic 
i JcemiL, anil after n dangferonsi and dreary navigation, constantly in structed by 
fields of ice, readied the mn&t of Spitsbergen, in kt SO' 5 , They DOW changed 
their course, and. sailing south, arrived nt IVur Island, which they had pre¬ 
viously passed Here the captains again • bribed in opinion: and. as on this 
i c'cashm neither would yield the vr^h parted fi »mpany. Ryp proceeded mutli, 
with the view of following the east coast of fipitxfmgttL, and was ultimately 
•1 d to rvtmcc Jo- stops without doing any thing wliich Id- enutemponuriii 
deemed worthy of being recorded BtirenU sailed E.SH. and met with a 
series of adventures which, though they form a mo*! interesting narrative. 
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would here be out of place, as they throw no utw light on tbe attempted uorth- 
ctist passage to India. Suffice it to -ay, that, after wintering on the shore of 
Nova Zembln he was obliged, in the June of the following year, to leave his 
ship embedded in the ice, and set out. with the survivors of his crew, to make tin* 
voyage homewards in two small boats. Anxiety, fatigue, and the severities of 
the climate had destroyed his health, and he died by the way. His companion.-*, 
after enduring almost unparalleled hardships, reached Kola, where, to their 
astonishment and delight they fount! the other vessel from which they had been 
so long parted, and proceeded in it to Amsterdam. 

The existence of a north-east passage was now virtually disproved; and 
though subsequent explorations took place, particularly by the celebrated navi¬ 
gator, Henry Hudson, who was employed for this purpose on oue occasion by 
the English, and on another hy tbe Dutch, it is unnecessaiy to trace them All 
reasonable men were now satisfied that no north-east jmssige to India, prac¬ 
tically available for the ordinary purposes of commerce, existed; and the only 
choice now remaining was between the old Ijeaten track of the Portuguese by 
the Cape of Good Hop.*, and a south-west |«as.-*age by the southern extremity of 
the American continent Of the latter jiassage a brief account must now be 
given. 

The practicability of a south-west passage to the East was proved at a coni 
paratively early period. Fernando de Magellan, or more properly Mugnllmen*. 

a native of Portugal, nfter seeing five 
years in the East under Albuquerque, and 
distinguishing himself at the taking of 
Malacca, U-ing dissatisfied with tlie nig¬ 
gardly manner in which his services had 
ls-en rewarded. mnde an <»tier of them to 
the Emperor Charles V. They were 
accepted ; and he immediately presented 
tlie project of a voyage, by which he pn- 
jiosed to reach the East Indies by sailing 
south-west The gnat object of attraction 
in tlmt quarter was tlie Moluccas, which 
grew tlie finest* spices These wen? tlien 
in such high and general request, that 
there was no branch of the Portuguese trade of which a share was more 
eagerly coveted There was one great obstacle in the way. Tlie pipe iiad 
divided the world into two halves. How could diaries, as a professed chain 
pion of the church, apprapriate any portion of the half which his holiness had 
given to the Portuguesef The true way of loosing the knot was to cut it. and 

' In Rrlaritm dtl ultimo Vtapt at atrtdm <lt Ma^Hlatut, Madrid. 17117. 
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to maintain dint, in this instance, as in many others, tlie jH>pc luid ignorantly* a d. iua 
nrul nrrognndy mailt* free with a property which did not belong to him The 
time for such a solution of the difficulty was mpidly approaching, but it had not 
yet arrived; and Mugollmens undertook to rid Cluirles of his scruples by proving 
that the Moluccas were not in the Portuguese but in the Sjiamsli luilf. He 
was wrong in fact, but correct according to the hlea then entertained of the 
dimensions of the globe It is probublc, however, that the emperor was not 
difficult to satisfy, as he afterwords showed, on many’ occasions, bow easily he 
could disjK>se of Papal claims when they interfered with any of his favourite 
pditieal otgtcU Be this os it may, Magalhaeiw obtained his wish. 

On the 20th of September. 1319. he sailed from Sanluear in command of *“** tWfW 
live ships and 236 men. On the 12th of January, 1320 he reached the mouth *•**•*' or 

* tht ||ofri 

of tlie La Plata, where he was detained for some time by a mutiny of his men 
who deemed it degnulation to obey' out* whom they stigmatized as a renegade 
Portuguese. By prudeuoe and resolution lie regained his ascendency'; and 
towards the end of October begun to enter tlie strait which has since lamie his 
name. On the 27th of November he obtained his first view of the Pacific, ami 
steering directly across it, missed all the islands by which it is studded, and 
again saw land for tlie first time on the 6th of March, 1321. when he came in 
view of tlie islands which, from the thievish practices of the inhabitants, were 
named the Ladrones Continuing onwards, he arrived at the arehij»elago of St 
Lazarua afterwards called the Philippines, in honour of Philip II. While here. 

Iw induced the chief of the island of Zebu to make a profession of C.’hri.stianity, 
and become tributary to tlie King of Spain, on condition of being assisted in his 
war with the chief of tlie island of Mntan. In fulfilling this condition, Mugal- 
baens unfortunately’ lost his life on the 26th of April. 1521. The circumnaviga¬ 
tion which he had so far successfully accomplished, was completed by Sebastian 
del Cano, who succeeded him in die command and arrived at Sanluear «*n the 
22d of September. 1322, by doubling the Cajie of Good Hope from die eastward 
Magullinens voyage gave proof of two important facts—first, Umt there was »• 
iu» physical impossibility' of reaching the East indies by sailing west; and 
«*eotidly. that, tuider ordinary circuin'.tanees, this route never could become the 
ocean dioroughfnre from Europe It miglit lie used for special puqioses, but 
being far more circuitous, was also neec.ssarily' l»oth more tedious and more 
expensive Furdier notice of it would lienee be unnecessary, were it not tluit 
an adventitioiLs interest has been given to it as die route which first led the 
British to the East, and furnished the info rant ion which determined diem not 
to rest satisfied till they’ hml obtained a direct sliare in ite traffic Two of the 
voynges are, on this account, well entitled to sjiecial mention—the one by Sir 
Francis Drake, and the other hy Mr. Thomas Cavendish 

After the accession of Queen Elizalieth. in 155S, and die decided refusal of 
her hand when impertinendv asked hy Philip II., the friendly’ relations between 
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England and JSjwiiii were entirely at an end; and though hostilities were not 
openly declared. it wa* perfectly understood that, at least on the jiart of S|>am. 

they were only delayed in order tluit 
the preparations for carrying them 
on with effect might lx* rendered 
more complete It is not surprising 
that, under these circumstances. fre~ 
ipieut rencounters took place; and 
the natives of either country, when 
ever favourable opportunities occur¬ 
red. made no .scruples of treating 
those of the other as open enemies 
In this kind of irregular, predatory 
warfare, Francis Drake, who. origin¬ 
ally of ol*cure parentage from the 
vicinity of Tavistock, in Devonshire, 
lmd won a high name for valuur and 
seamanship, particularly distinguished 
himself He had made two successful 
cruises against the Spaniards, and acquired so much wealth that he was able, 
in 1577 to tit out a fleet of five small vessels, with an aggregate crew of 1 Gi 
men The largest vessel, commanded hv himself. <li<l not exceed 100 tons; tin* 
smallest was only 15 ton* With these he set su'd from Plymouth on the 13th 
of December. 1577 and steered directly across the 
Atlantic. On the 2<)th of August, 1578, he arrived 
in the Straits of Magalhaens. passed them, and tlien 
continued his course northwards along the west coast 
of America till he had reached 48' N. latitude He 
luul probably proceeded thus far in the hope of dis¬ 
covering some ojiening by which he might again 
jMiits into the Atlantic Disappointed in this ex¬ 
pectation. he retraced his steps for about 10\ and 
then, with the only vessel now remaining of his 
original five, shot boldly across the Pacific On the 
29th of Septem!)er, 1579, he caune in sight of the 
Moluccas. On the 4th of November lie oast anchor at 
Termite He afterwards wound his way westward 
among the Islands of the Indian Archipelago, doubled the Cape of Good lh»|w 
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* Among the many rvlica of England’* n*» a 1 k«roea 
euthrinad in that uppropruU npoototy, Greenwich 
Horpital, lew at* toon interesting, few Attract more 
attention. than tbs subject of tbe abort tug rating— 


tb» utnltU, or increment for taking tbe altitude 
of tbe eno *>r etara once belonging to the fainoui 
l>nk». which wm conitrncted for bin prior to hie 
fint expedition to tbe Wert Indira In 1370. 
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ai»«l «>ii the 26tl» of September, 1580, cast anchor again in the liarbour of ad. ijsa 
P lymouth 

it is presumed, that when Drake set out he had an understanding with the 
government hut it was not deemed politic to acknowledge it. His proceedings, 
a< war Imd not Imhsu declared, were certainly of a piratical 
character; and when the S|»anish court complained of 
them, it was cosier to disavow his authority than to 
a|M»logize for his conduct The nation, however, was so 
much elated by his achievements, and the determination 
t»» profit hv the iufomuition whieli he had brought home 
wan so unanimous, dint Queen Elizabeth, after standing 
aloof for some time, threw aside all reserve, publicly 
visited him on l.M*ard his ship at Deptford, and attested 
her approbation of his conduct by conferring upon him 
the honour of knighthood A few years later. Sir Francis 
Drake again awakened the public mind to the importance 
of die trade with India by the capture of a Portuguese 
Comtek, whose cargo of almost fabulous value inflamed 
the imagination, while its j*apere and journals furnished 
most important information us to the means by which a direct trade with India 
might l)e most easily established, and most successfully carried on. 

In loSti. about two years before Drake ha/1 math* this capture. Mr. Thomas n»«u» 

• | '■ 11V l ’ • Li 

Cavendish commence* 1 the other voyage by the Straits of Magolhuen* above 

referred to. His fleet of three ships, 
fitted out at his own exjten.se, was 
manned by 126 officers and sailors, seve¬ 
ral of whom had accompanied Drake 
when he circumnavigated the globe. 

The expedition sailed on the 21st of 
July; and, following die course which 
Drake had taken, proceeded through the 
Straits of Magalhnena, skirted the west 
o tast of America, making many rich 
captures, and committing much unjus¬ 
tifiable devastation; and then steered 
across the Pacific for the Lad rones, which 
were reached on the 3d of January, 

1 '>87- The future course of the voyage 
hi thus summed tip by Cavendish him¬ 
self. In a letter to Lord Hunsdoii lord - chamberlain, dated 9th September, 

1588, he says,— 

** 1 am liumtdy t»» «lr*irt* your Imuour to make knrnren unto her majeaty the deeire I have 
Vow L *7 
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JimL to doe h< r service ui tfto p^rfor loaner of this voyngK AnJ n* st Iih:! ptoosed* inti 

' - -.••■■ ■• hi t tli** ■ irtorj .-v.-r j art of torpramk■ .-■!. mi-; jet long r.. ha ?:■ . m ■ rsin .%% v liu’i,, 
rill. For th-M pine** of tliti t wraith, whereby ihtv L**u maintained ami mat]* ttour warms m* 
null- j^rtoctly UUcoTenetl j uni if it |ik«M< her fimjialy, with a r^rr amid ]iww ,t iiW way lake tho 
.Ipnih- Ltf tI rent iilL II balk ptoaaed dre A 1 mi nify to suitor tuu to dmtlUjyLv-^ iftt whole ^lobx- 
■of till! worlild, ■etitoriiiiT in at ihe Straight of Mugeltoh, and ittutuiui: to- the CV|^of i 
Esperanto. In wlitob voyage i iiav e either discovered or brought certain fritdJjgenre of all 
the riL’Ii 11 of the world that ever were kooWm or rfiacovcraij by any (JhrivtkilL I navi¬ 
gated alotigst the cojiet ot C'liUft Peru, and Nu ova Eap^um, where I made great apoiles; I 
Fiirtit and *unk nineteen *dtos of -hip, Email unrl great, Ail the village* and tnwuea. lliat ever 
1 landed at 1 bitrut ami npoitoil; uml had E nut bene discovered upon the o«a=l 1 had taken 
grtat quantitie of treasure. The matter of moot profit unto me wju a great ship of the king'* 
which I took at California., which tdupftun* ft™ the FhilEppiiuta, being our of Liu* ridto-u 
of merchandise that ever passed thoca aens, na tbe king"§ register and meruluu ita' ueDiinii d E>J 

ihew; for it did amount in value to-in Mexico to be soldo. Which grade {for that iinr 

ship were not able to cuuUdne the least part of them) J wm iitbhd to set on fire. From 
tile Cap of i Mifn>niia d being the utlemftst part of nil Nuci n Enpaunn, I navigated to the 
island? of the PkifippinA?, Iiard upon the coant of iluna; of which ™untrT [ have brought 
.niiclj intoUigiuioe an hath not been heard of in the* 1 port*. The statelixi-#-.-- -irul rirlit* ..f 
whk-h countrey I fennj to make reprt oft l«m I should not Lre cm!ited: in r if 1 had not 
huowet -nuReienfly the mcomparablo weakli of Lbr.t couutrey, 1 abuuid Imre beau rtM in- 
tiredliltnw thereof m others will be that have not bad the like eiperteuitML 1 nailed oJcmg the 
idaotft "i flic Malucoe, where among some of the heathen popto 1 wa* ^ fotreated, wlitru 
ernr ixmutrey nicu tuny Iiavs troths as freely as the Portugula if they wiU ihettaelves. From 
theues I paseil by the Cop of Buena hkprmi^a, and toutirl out l?y tb© way homeward the 
iakml uf Sl Helena, where the Portugalo list to rdhfr* throwclvt*; and from that iilam) 
God hath differed me to netora into England, All which uervirea, with mv*elft E humbly 
fmatrate ot her majesties feet, deal ring the Ahnighty tong to continue her totgiie among tn: 
fur at thirt ilny she is tlie most famous ami rictoriotia prinee that llviith in the workh" 

in returning hnmtwnrfLi tlm Caps.* of Good Hope was doubled on tilt I6tli of 
March, I5S-S; and Plymouth liFirbour was reaohfjd, after a prtitipKOfifl. v.-va^v, on 
the ' Kb id’ September. 

U Jiiit- tire infiirmution thus flowing in from sucoesaful navigators was pairing 
the way for tie estahllalunent of direct traffic wntii Uic Ea 4 Imit- - .itJior im : - 
ilents wen# coutaributing pnwerfhliy to the -nme end Kotioe has been repeatedly 
token of the important Indian trade which had been carried 014 Mmosi fhuu 
time i 11 uric in or 1 llL by the way of the Levant For many centuries the En^i 
,l “d l-ven ctuiteiited to receive tkeir supplies of Indian produce at secood hand 
ti'om some cure or other of the Italian maritime cities; but latterly ftirticiilariv 
;ilt- 1 - the aoeodtaa of Queen Elizabeth, they luul ngento of their own in the 
1 Lift 1 1 Jit pirts 1 J f t he Levant, nod thus procured the tneuiii’ i>j <am r Aiiig on ou 
active aod lucrative trade in their own v«awLi When this trade had inquired 
sudi extent and eonKistency ns to entitle it to be regarded as. a imtional interest, 
Tl,rJ entered into a commerciai treaty with Turkey, eecuring for her suto 

j«’t« all the advantages which oGrer nations Hiji - 3 -cd ; and irrmualiatelv there- 
afuT, m 1581, granted ft charter of exdudve priritogt^ to a meriaiiitile affitrein- 
tion wdiicii spurred the ruuno of the Levant Company. This company, not 
satiiifled with confining iU coimcctlona to tlie porta of the Levant, extended 
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th^n far into the interior, ami m?nt out many agents whom? journals mu) a n usi. 
travel* furnished, iixuu time to time, valuable infiinnatjon with regard to 
I ml Inn traffic 

It has somc-timoa been alleged that tin- immediate <*;c*ainn of theformntion w*i>r, 
t-bv Levant Company, wan the loss of n vessel laden with Indian produce on 
i\itr Goodwin Sunr.K Tim arg(wj which u referred to, and i- thought to have ^ 

ivi ived the tuiuu-, common to all vessel* of ite class, from the town of Bagusa, 
in ltalmatm l ^loogwl to the \ enetLiJis, and sufficed to carry, at a single voyage, 

:ts much Indian produce as supplied the demand of die kingdom of England for 
a whole year The wreck of this vessel proved so di^iatrous, that the Venetian-* 
ceased thenceforth to pay their annual visit The English, thus cut off from the 
supply on which they hail Ikmhi Jirnustonied to depend, lm<i no alternative hut to 
scud For iJie goods which they could not otherwise obtain; and hence the forma- 
tion of the Levant Company. Sadi is the theory propounded; mid, in occur 
dance with it, it is added that the some cirotinisTJiucc which Jed to the formation 
lp i the Levant Company, suggested to Sliakapeai* the idea of the ' Merchant of 
Venice.” 

The I' ", of an argosy nit the G<nvlwin $about ten years before the date 
uwutdly assigned to the first representation of ShakspeareV immortal play, is a 
u.dI authenticated feet; and he speak* with nil the truth of history when Inc 
Raya (act it scene 8J 

" I tmmud with a Frenchman y<sti;rJny + 

Who told nw, in the narrow anus ihui port 
The French and EngiLdi, there unseamed 
A vessel uf chit country, richly fraught .* 

And again net iii. scene I) 

xL The Goodwin*, I think thvy cull tiic pi nee; n vers- dangerous flat.” 

Unfortunately, however, for the theory, it is impossible to connect the loss of Ac^tuw 
the ovgosy with the fmmlutiori of the Levant Company without committing » 

I ilpd-le jinadirnnifim The charter of the cuznjuutv was gmnted in 1583 ; the 
nrginy was nut lost till 1887. If the Venetians sent no more aagosies after ibis 
date, the feet was probably owing, nut to any horror of the narrow seas that 
[mi the [■ rench ami English/' for they were well inured to brave far greater 
dangers, bent to their inability to derive any profit from a traffic which Wttld 
never lmv* k tnum very lucrative after the Portuguese had fairly entered the 
European market, and in which they bad recently l.wen brought into emnpjtb 
tiou with n native eumpiny powerful in ii -elf mu] enjoying the special favour 
of the crown The retirement of the Venetians was only one of the signs from 
which a sagacious merchant might have inferred that the Indian trade had 
diverted tU ancient dmmmk and that England bad become too well acqnamted 
wtth it* nature, and too much alive to its irnporuiuoe. to allow it to bo anv 
longer iiuiiiopdized by Spaniards mid Pmtugnestf churning the tnnnnpoly OH 
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the ground. not so much of priority of discovery, ns of u brutum pitmen issued 
by the execrable jKi|»e, Alexander VI. 

Queen Elizabeth had early struck at the root of all claims to mono|>olize the 
navigation of the ocean by declaring, in answer to the couiplninU of the Spanish 
ambassador against the English for navigating the Indian seaa, “ that the ocean 
was free to all, forasmuch os neither nature nor regard of public use do permit 
the exclusive |icwsesdnn thereof; and again, “that as to Drake sailing on the 
Indian seas, it was as lawful for her subjects to do so as for the Spaniards; since 
the sea and air are common to all men' This lntter declaration was inode in 
1580; and evidence was soon given tlrnt. instead of l»eing maintained merely 
as an abstract principle, the justice of which could not be disputed, it was hence¬ 
forth to bo carried into practical operation. In the third volume of JlncUnyt, 
pp 754-757, there is a paper dated 9th April, 1582, and entitled, “ Instructions 
given by the right honourable the Lordes of the Counsell to Mr. Edward Fenton, 
E^juire. for the order to be observed in the voyage recommended to him for the 
East Indies and Cathay." 

It appears from these " Instructions, which are twenty-four in number, that 
the direct, and. indeed, the exclusive mute, intended for this voyage to “the 
East Imlit^ and Catluiy," was by the Caj>e of Good Hope. The ninth Ihutrtto- 
tion is as follows .—“ You shall use all diligence possible to defmrt from South¬ 
ampton with your sayd ships and vessels l>efore the last of tliis present moneth 
of Aprill. and so goe on your course by Cape de Buena E^XTaru^t, not puaring 
by the Straight of Magellan either going or returning, except upon great 
nccamon incident that h hulI bee thought otherwise good to you, by the advise 
an<l consent fif your savd assistants, or foure of them at the least" The tenth 
Instruction, following out the same route, says, “You shall not passe to the 
northeastward of the 40 degree of latitude ut the most, but shnll take vour right, 
course to the Isles of the Mulucos, for the letter iliscovery of the north-west j ms- 
sage. if without hinderance of your trade; and within the same degree you can 
get any knowledge touching tliat jwssage, whereof you shall do wel to l* inqui¬ 
sitive, as occasion in tliis sort may serve 

It does not exactly appear to what extent government hail furnished the 
means of this voyage, but the language employed clearly implies that the Ion Is 
of council jxwsessed the entire control over it Thus, at the very outset, they 
say (Instructions I, 2, 3):— 

“ Kimt, too shall enter or captaine-generall fate the charge nud government of these 
ahijrpes, the fairc galiion, the Edvard Hofuurntun, the harke Frundt, and the am all frigate, 
i>r pinnrase. Item, you shall appoint, for the furnishing of the vemls, in the whole to the 
number of 900 able persons, aocompting in that number the gentlemen and their men, the 
tuiniaters, chirurgiaua, factor*, &c., which *ayd number U no tray to lie exoeeded, whereof a* 
many as may be to be sea-im-n; and ahall diatrilnite them into every vessel*, a* by adriae Urn? 
Ix-fore your going ahall be thought meete. Item, for the more and better circum§jx*ct execu¬ 
tion, and determination in any waightie cause* incident in this voyage, wn will that yon ahall 
take unto yon for assistant*, • nptaitie Hawkins, C'aptaiue Ward,*' and six other |trr*ona 
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tunned, "with whom you <1 ia 11 fwniult uid conferrf in oil cause*, matters, anil action* of im* 
portauee, not juviviiltxl for in the*e Instructions, touching this service now in Ami in 

all nui’h mat ten *o bundled, orgued, uni debated, wee thiuke that convcnycnt alwaye* to lie 
executed which you shall think nice test, with the axsent also of any four of them, the mutter 
having Hr tie debated and so assented unto in the presence of your mid asd-tnuU.* 

The sixth Iuhocdan jxroceeds in the same penmptory style:— 

“Item, you shall not remoove CspUiiue William Hawkins, your lieutenant; Master-cap- 
tninr Luke Ward, your vice-admiral, or captaine of the JSJwrJ linnrrnturr; uor Captaine 
Carlile from his charge by laud, whom we will not to refuse any such service as •hull be 
appointed to him by the geoerall and the council!; nor any captaine of other vowel* from the-m 
charges, but upon just cause duolv prooved, and by consent of your assistants, or of four of 
them at the least.* 

From the appointment of a military officer, of course having soldiers under 
liim, and in regard to whom it is added (Instruction 23). M in all occasions 
and enterprises that may fall out to bee upon the lnndo, wee will that Captaine 
Cariile Alnill have the general! and chief charge thereof,' it might be supposed 
that the government had undertaken the entire responsibility of the expedition. 
This impression is strengthened by Instruction 24. which show’s that clmjK 
lains had been apjx>inted by public authority. With reference to them, it is 
said:— 

"And to the end God may bless* this voyage with happic and prosperous success*: you 
ahall have an especinll care to see that reverence and respect bee luwl to the ministers 
Appointed to accompanie you in this voyage us appertained! to their place and calling; and to 
•re such good onler as by them shall be set downe for reformation of life and manners duely 
obeyed and perfourmed, by causing the tratwgrewmm and contemners of the same to be 
severely punished; and the ministers to remove sometime from one vessel! to another.* 

It is plain, however, from other Instructions, tlmt the exjiedition partook 
of the character of a mercantile adventure. Tims it is said (Instruction 8):— 

•* You shall make a just and true envontorie, in every ship and vessel! appointed for this 
voyage, of all the tackle, munition, and furniture belonging to them, at their wtting foorth 
hence, and of all the provisions whatsoever; ami one copie thereof under your hand, and 
under the hands of your vice-ad mi mil and lieutenant, to be delivered to the Earle of Leicester, 
and the other to the govermmr of the companie for them, before your departure hence; and 
the like to be don* at your returns home of all thing* then remaining in the sayd ship- and 
vessels, with a true certificate how* and by vrhat tneanes any pareell of the same shall hare ben* 
-pent or lo*t." 

The mercantile character is still more fully brought out both by inei- 
•lental mention of mervlunits ami factors in various passages, and particularly 
in the following Instructions, in which equity, sound policy, ami worldly 
prudence are so happily combined, that they seem not unworthy of being 
quoted entire:— 

** 12. Item, we do nightly enjoin yon, and consequently oil the real employed in this 
voyage in any wi«#», and m you and they will onawere the coutrruy at your comming home by 
th* lawe* of this realm*, tljat neither going, tarrying abroad, nor returning, you doe spovle or 
lake anything from ajky of the queen’* majesties friend* or allica, or any Christian*, without 
laying ju*tlv for the same; nor tlmt you use any maiier of violence or force against any 
*uoh« except in your owne defeoce, if you shall he *et upon, or otherwise be forced for your 
owno -afrgnrd to do it. 
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* 13. IttttLi, W*e n'lU tha.L you iteole jdtogOtirer ill dain- voyage like good .itiil Imttnt mer- 
chriiiL^, tmfficfcLu" till 1.1 SXChiOgiag Wort? f-.'r wiuv, with -ill raurcafi£» 1-- tiqo UAljutin you jdlOU 
4tEklu wit] i, el- 5 woU Etlmiks as otlwra; anil for lliai qLuueyuu aIulII Instruct all llusfiw i-li l i ^U^J] 
EM with } 'll', ihflt wbeneodrer you, or any of you, aliall happen to come in ruiy plsw to eon 
Jituolv wiili Lhe [.isHiplu of those parts, that in nil your riflings :lu«G (licir*, ymi ,m,| they ;->-i 
l.N-bav^ rnuneltu towards the aayd pewpls m may rather procure ihtir frieml-iiij. 4nnl jr n - I 
liking low art) you hv eu un«se than to tonu' them l< > ufFuucfc or tiiis!ikmg| anil L-fjteLTially yon 
shall have great enjy i J thn |«rft»tiuiiuLV ui your word and to then] 

" 14. ltotn, wee will, that by tlic advk.- of your JuaLahuitii, in pin.*-., wherv you and tliey 
shall thinke menu lit, you If you tali. a. In-ginnin;: of u fun her nude to be had lieivufk-r; 
and from iwich places doe bring over with you some |We men iiml women if you may; and dn 
:dii.i leave some (me or two, or more, ha » yon ruui your treUtaitt* shall noon rsnvcuiml, of 
our untLim with them for pledge jiml xo leant the tongue and secrets of duo couutrey*, ha ving 
diligent cana that, in ihliriinng uinl taking of hostages, yon deliver not j^^rsonngt-F i.f more 
value then you rwelve, but rather deliver liirone persona under cokmr of mm of value, as the 
hill dels ilo for ih«- moat port us*, Frevided that von slay nut lunger to make vontin nance- of 
further trade, then shall be vxjK^ient for grand fidiaiigc of the w ire* pri-^ntly earned with 
you, 

■- 1 Jo. I tens, yon gtmlt Itave care, and give general! warning, lUut ny pcreoib of what rallitig 
roL-vt-r hee I*?, did I take up or keeps to himself or Ids private use, any =tOoe T pen-le, guide, 
tdlvj*!*, or Either matter of ttHUmoditia to be had or found in |dares where you shall come ; 1>iil 
he, the nuid pensijit,, mo wt-aied of rnich nkiue, pesrle, guide-, illver r or other matter of comiooditfe, 
eholi with all speed**, or -o same as lio ona, detect the tome, and make iirlivnHc thereof c-> 
your sel/e, or your viise-cultatnll, nr lieutenant, and the factor ajipoiipod for thin voyage upon 
ji.siise of forfeiture of all the- rvoouipc-iise he is to have for his st-wicn in this voyagu by d.iire 
or otherwise; ami further, to receive such prodsWeot as to you and your tt&t&uhi. or tin,’ 
IiiOn’; (iftrt of lhetEi t laluikll M*Uh' gdi^ and iithvrwi.se tn be puiiLflhttl lie re (it hk retume, if 
ncoohiing to the qualities of his tufetice it hUhN lie thought needful. 

** 16, Itom, if tliti caididufis, mervhntitB, nr any other, aluilL hav^- any apponcll, jewels* 
chaiuos, amour, or any otimr thing whaUMi er* wlddi may be deaired in wmid-rey-* whej-n 
they shall traflinue, that St iludl not Uu lawful for them, or any of tlirm, t-i tinfji<jua vt veil 
tiuj thing thereof for tlioir private aecompt; but the same p.hull l?e prized by the ns..vi pari 
of those that ehall be in comuii^iou iu the j places where tlw aniue ntny be r&tj aired, nted 
rn such value U5 it may bee reR-^nahJy worth in England; suitl then ijoSJq l>- the profits *A tbit 
whole voyage, and to goo as in adventure for tho*e to whom it d'jjnh appertain-*," 

Thin voyage, ns the first in which a direct attempt vena made I any Enrir 
|jean piwer to break up tin? Portuguese rattnopcly of naifigritiou h\ tlto L'npr •-:" 
O'wwl HofM-Mtottiriilly excitea u det|* interest; and hence even the iastructbuis 
to its oumionJer. from the ntiglit they give into the motives v-iih which ll»e 
Vttynge 1 .v;h undertaken, deserve sill the Space whidi Uaa j\hwe been allotted r*> 
them Hie voyage Euseif ought, of course, to have been still Juiora interesting . 
I *ilt imf irtiiuaudy the account of it written by Luke Ward, the vira-admiral 
is meagre in tLr- lottrcme, and dots tittle more than estoUish the fact that it 
proved a complete failure. The good sense apparent intlmwirg up the im 4 trm- 
tionn does not appear to have been employed in nuddiig the appiintaiajita; and 
the OS]>edition had not pnjcesled Fur on its way when Feilfnti, who fom 
mondet! it, appears to liavv betrayed, if not incoiujietenuy, at Joust mdc<'Jsion 

Tiiv four veasehi, cousin ting of tin- Beam, which I'bmigcfl it^ nnmf to the Li w- 
ter, the Edv.urd Bouaveniare t the FruntL, ami the Elhztih*.ff> on tin- 1st. uf 

May, Imt Jijient a whole montli l*_Tort- tbey fijudly quitted the English coast, aurl 
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launched out to sea. In the beginning of August, they reached the coast of at isat 
G uinea; and then the commander, instead of deciding on his own responsibility 
as to the propriety of taking in water, deemed it necessary to summon a forninl commaf 
meeting of his assistants, or council, and submit two points for decision—first, 
whether they ought to water at all: and secondly, assuming this was resolved 
upon, at what place f These points, it seems, occasioned long debates; and 
while all unanimously approved of watering, only a majority agreed in thinking 
that it ought to Ik* at Sierra Leone They accordingly proceeded for tills 
locality, but had gone so far out of their reckoning that they were several days 
in finding it; and the council was again summoned to decide, after long debate, 
in wliat direction they ought to steer. 

After leaving Sierra Leone, they appear to have acted ns if they had thrown 
their instructions overboard; for they are afterwards found tar south, on the 
coast of Brazil not considering, in terms of their instructions, how they might 
best double the Cape of Good Uojie, hut debating on the expediency or inexpe¬ 
diency of [tossing the Straits of Magalluiens, though this was the direction which 
they had been expressly forbidden to take. It seems, however, tlrnt they would 
have taken it. hail they not feared an encounter with the Spaniards. On this 
ground alone they almndoned the idea of prosecuting their voyage, and had 
determined to retrace their steps, when the vessels were obliged to part com- 
jiony. The Bomtventure was the only one which readied England; and this it 
did by sailing mirth wards to St Vincent, and then across the Atlantic: The 
blundering manner in which the expedition had lieen conducted, nmy j•crimps 
explain the silence which lias been kept respecting it; and yet it undoubtedly 
entitles England to claim the high honour of having been the first European 
state which entered into competition with the Portuguese on their jieculiar line 
of traffic, and sent a regular expedition for the purpose of trading with the East 
by the way of the Cape of Good Hope The failure of the expedition was not 
owing to its projectors; and. however much it is to be lamented, cannot derogate 
from their merit in having both devised the expedition, and liberally furnished 
it with everything deemed necessary to insure its success. 

Nine years passed awnv before any expedition intended to reach the East by rr*jw»iw«« 
the Gape quitted the shore* of England Thia apparent supineness, however, must 
i»e imputed not to indifference to the object or despair of being aide to accom¬ 
plish it. hut to political causes Philip II. of Spain was engaged in fitting out his 
1 toasted Armada anil Queen Elizabeth. in her heroic efforts to defeat him. could 
not spare a single seaman ; but no sooner was the battle of national independence 
fought ami won, than the determination to establish a trade in the East was 
resumed Accordingly, in October, 1589. the very year after the invincible Armada 
was discomfited a body of English merchants presented a memorial to the lords 
in council, in which, after a rapid survey of tlie Portuguese settlements in the 
East, for the purpose of showing that in the countries bordering on the Indian 
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CUhm new*, there weft many port* in which a trade iii English mimufaetxiriM 
mul Eastern produce might be luivantageously eatub] Idled, they prayed fur 
permission to lit out three ships and three pinnaces to employed in thin trade, 
’with the queen 'k License ami protection, ami subject to m otIter condition than 
the payment of the usual customs on their return. 

Before presenting this jictitiun, the uiomorinBida had frit so confident ot 
success that they hod actually obtained, or ot least luugained 'fur, possession 
of llie vessels whidi thoy imamt to employ: these art- he&ce mentioned in (lie 
memorial by their names isfche Royal Merchant, the and The Pi ■• r/ 

fioutiitfnf wre. These names are of soma consequence, aa, in the absence of any 
direct information m to the answer ghvti to tlte memorial ly tin- inch* of 
council, wo are enabled to infer that it was favourable from the fiict that, 
in April, 15H1 r less Limn eighteen months lrum the date of the application, 
three ships, of which two were the same as those tmmcsL sailed rm this very 
voyage, 

A- in the former wise the ?u vo mits sire very imperfect, and do little more 
tlmii prove that a second failure, though el< i-t so complete aa before, was experi¬ 
enced The leading ship, the P#n*l&p&, was comuumded by George KaVtumul, 
the Royal Mercha at by Abraham Kendal, and the Eduard BmniventitTe by 
■fumes Lancaster, They sailed from Plymouth on the 10th of April, reached the 
I :ujuries by the 25th. were off Cape Blanco on the 2d of May, parsed tie tm pie 
of fencer on the 5Lh, and continued with a fair wind nt north-east till the 
iSth, when they were witlun 8 ; uf the equator Hare they enroimlt red a gab 
which obliged them to iie oil and cm ill tin* sea till the 6th of June, when Uwy 
pnsacd the line, They had previously captured si Portuguese caravel, bound 
from Lisbon to Brazil, and loaded chiefiy with wine, oil, olives, and d i ■ 
!irau&4ul Inst are said bo have proved better to them than gold, iw 

many of the crew' had previously fallen sick. 

An E S E wind prevailing, carried them far west till within 100 leagues uf the 
roast of Brazil They had reached 36 south latitude, vino the wind, veering 
i ■ • 11 ' - i f j '! hi- north, enabled them to steer for the Cape of Good Hope, which they 
saw for the first time on the 28th <>f July, fitting prevented hy ocnitmrv winds 
from doubling it, tlst?veast anchor tm the \ a •>{ August in Sakhuiljn Bay. Here, 

»> 1-hi iuimlrt'1 .«f lutinls luid 1 -■■ j. > i i:> I ly -].-., ih... mi.u ti. ,,, hciving l.wn 

attacked .with scurvy, had become jneflficfeui it wan deemed expedient to ^nd 
hide the Royal J Itwhnjit with the »iek r and continue the voyage only with the 
Penelope and the Milmmt On reaching Cq>e Corn on ten, on tin- cast const of 
Africa, near the trope of Capricorn, a humcane arose, during which the vumela 
jmrtod ‘ -.tnpwiy. Tin Prodnpe wan never aftcrwanU heaid of; but Luiii'iistor. 
who continues die account, [jeisevered i n the voyage. After counting north wait}, 
ami Uwing a Surge part of liia crew by an attack of the Moons who rnmr sod. 
denly upon them while pttxmring writer, they sailed directly fat Cfcpt t umor in. 
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where they meant tu cruise with a view to intercept and capture the ricldv 
iudto veSMls from the Indian |wuiitfulo. Lnylun. Jlalaecu, tin? iiqluixm and 
Japan Tl ie smith-west 
monsoon having set In 
they found great illfli- 
culty in doubling the 
Uftpe. bill at length suc¬ 
ceeded in May 1492. 

Six days lifter, they nr- 
rived at the Nicobar 
(ctiaiiihi; and then, lifter 
[►lying oH' and an the 
const of Sumatra, pro- 
feiled U> tilt coast of 

,, . , ‘..iM Cavtiur, from Lifuj -L'ajiIJ-J -i r iji DiftleiL ■ Vie** in JrwUi 

-Unbtcca, where they de¬ 
termined to pa.s-i what Lancaster rolls the winter, meaning tlwseby the rainy 
season. They were now reduced to tldrty-three persons in all; hut. towards 
the end August. Iiaving espied tliren- vessels, each of a I: out twenty tons, they 
wt-ri’ In ltd enough to attack and capture the whole of them. Two of them they 
releoseil because they were the property of merchants in Pegu; hut the third, 
which they understood to belong “to certain Portuguese Jesuits. jihJ a hheuit- 
I«aker of the same nation was considered lawful prize, its cargo of ijepper 
wits transferred to the E<hwr>J. 

They next sailed for the Straits of Malacca, still bent on privateering, and 
made two important cup torts?, the one a Portuguese ship of -40 tons, laden with 
nee from NegapitlUn to Malacca, and the other a Malacca ship of 701) tons 
that come iVum (iox The tatter carried fifteen brass Gannon, and had on board 
.hit) men. women. and ehildmi but mode -carcely any defetto.- against J-uiusi- 
ter* m*T-‘ handful She was laden chiefly with wine and European goods 
hut laid no treasure, and thus proving not so rich a prize as won anticipated, 
was -tnt adrift n.fter the oboist goodw had l*e»?n taken out The alarm of their 
[‘rosenee being now spread they deemed it dangerous to remain longer in this 
locality, ami returned to the Nicobar Islands 

On the 2 3 it uf November they departed for the inland of « Vybni, and, 
anchoring at the Point de tjalh- waited in the hope of inteieepthig the Porta 
gutise tiuets from Bengal, Pegu. ami Tcnu^-rim, Owing, doubtless, to the 
irregular ami predatory life whs eh the crew had for some time Wn leading, n 
mutinous spirit began to a pjkiw; and advantage was taken of Lancaster's sick- 
ne-- to announce their detenuination that they would stay U0 longer, but lake 
their direct enurne for England Tluirw was no means of preventing them from 
doing us they plaased. and the vessel leaving weighed anchor, set sail home¬ 
wards, returning as it hud come by the Cope of Good Hope. Here the weather 
Vol. i. as 
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was sr> stormy thnt four weeks were spent in doubling tin- I "ape In April ttaev 
arrived at St_ Helena. On lowing it they were carried westward to the coawt 
uf Brazil, Find kept wandering for a time under great hardship*, iirst in the (Saif 
nf Pari a, mid afterward simony the West India Islands. The Lieu having 
. thro^Tj off all subordination, did as they ples^-d. At last. • a the 15th he' 
November* 1£93, while the captain and sixteen of the crew were ashore seandE- 
ing for provisions the carpenter cot the ship'll cable, and she drifted a wav with 
telly five men amj a boy in her Lancaster and his j*fiple ftejevrrikal Ink parties, 
a> the only means "f obtaining even a scanty sustenance. Ultimately, he and 
six others got off in a French vessel, which took them to St Domingo Here, 
leaving the rest to follow, he embarked with his lieutenant in another French 
vessel for Dieppe, Having reached it in safety, he crossiai over to Rye. where 
he landed. dLth May 153L. Hr had been absent three years and si s weeks, 
Tht Dutch. though they dhl not attempt the passage by the Cape of Good 
Hope so early hs the English. up^ar to have Wn more cartful in preparing 
for it and were accordingly rewarded with inure abundant smvrta Their 
liisst voyage, undertaken by a munW of merchants who had assumed the 
name of die Company for Distant Countries, sailed from the Tesel on the £ri 
■ f April. 1 595. The exjiedition consisted of four vessels—the Jfourtw, «-f Luo 
tens, carrying twenty cannon and eighty-four men; the JfcUo ‘1 nearly iff 
the same size and strength ns the Jfiiurict:; the Amsterdam, of ; -l.ni.it 200 tons, 
carrying sxteen cannon and tifty-nine men; and a pinnace, of about SO re re, 
carrying eight camion and twenty men. Tins command of the vetwd* wna given 
fo captains of high naval reputation; hut the general ccnmumaal scpt-rmfifflideiu'e 
tvas intrusted to Cornelius Hout inarm, at whose suggestion and on w Lju-o- in for 
mation. the voyage Is said to Imre been uadertekeiL He had spent some time 
in his! mu acquainting himself with the nature of the Pcrtitguese truihe u. the 
Kwt. and. In the course of Ids wqjttitiea, hud incurred the auspidriTi of the 
Portuguese government who impo&ed a heavy tine upon him, mid imprisoned 
him till it should be paid. He had no moana of doing so; but, having managed 
to communicate witli some merchants of Amsterdam, induced them re pay the 
£ne mid obtain his release, m cotuudemtiun of the valuable iufonirntbu which 
he would he able to communicate. 

On the 15th of April, the four vessels readied the Canaries and m the Hth 
of June they crossed the line. They had previously fallen in with several 
Portuguese vessel* which they might bare taken m lawful prizes ; hut, with 
a moderation in which much good policy was ccmibhied, they met and parted 
like friends They now begun to long anxiously for laud, m the crews were 
suffering much by scurvy, and readied it on the ith of August They had 
pii^Wfl the Capo of Good Hqjhs without seeing it, and had anchored in buy 
called the Agnadu do San hnwi, situated ubitit forty-five leagues lievotid it. 
After wme intercourse with the natives, they continued their voyage on the 




Chap, IX.j EXPEDITION UNDER HOUTMANN. 219 




Nth of Augury but were again obliged, by the ravages of scurry, to seek 
refreshments on the co&si of Madagascar They Imd uuwc difficulty in ubLahu- 
ing them anil, in the meantime, were so reduced by sickness, Owvt they could 
a.“tp:‘tdy muster twenty men tit tor service, while they had actually lost seventy. 
Buying somewhat recovered by means of the fruit and fresh provisions which, 
they obtained ashore, they again set sail on the Hth of December; and, after 
various ad venture- not jtoesessed of much interest, directed their course towards 
die ^'dtWn islands of the Haidive 
group They were thus curried be¬ 
yond the Indian peninsula, and first 
saw land on the 1st of thine. 1596, 

They were off the coast of Sumatra. 

Continuing southwards, they arrived, 
on the 11 th, at the entrance of the 
Straits of Sundn, and proceeding 
through them much Impeded hy wu- 
Lrury winds and currents arrived at 
Bantam, on the norQt-weat extremity 
of Java, 

On their arrival they were™ted 
hy .six Portuguese, with their slaves, 

, , - , , PlIHUtMl rii^vcrn it Ikir^i 1 

who assumed the character of depu¬ 
ties, sent by the governor and people of Bantam to ascertain, the object of their 
visit The previous navigators from England, particularly Cavendish and 
Lancaster, hud Spread great ahum; hut the Dutch endeavoured to dissipate till 
fear, by declaring that commerce was their only object Under tliLi impression 
a £rionfby intercourse commenced, and a full cargo of pepper, at a very 

moderate rate, might- easily 
have been obtained; but 
Huutmunn. determined to 
do everything at the cheap¬ 
est, was induced to wait for 
the new crop, which was 
represented to him as so very 
abundant that It would lie 
obtained at almost nominrd 
prices, This injudicious 
delay gave the Portuguese 
time to prepare a series of 

ISuufr-cri Til* uf IIapta *, 1 

intri^Uiea, by means of which 
tbe good underst,!tilling with the natives was on the point of being broken up 
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Ultimately, however, a treaty, offensive and defensive, was formed with the 
natives, though sufficient evidence was given, that whatever friendship the 
Portuguese might pretend, nothing but enmity in even' form, secret or open, 
was to be expected from them Tlie immediate consequence of the treaty was 
the establishment of a Dutch factory at Bantam. 

Houtmann. still continuing to wait for the anticipated reduction in the price 
of pepper, Wgun to dispose of his merchandise, to lie [mill for in [>epper, at the 
price which it should liear when the new crop should be delivered. On these 
terms he found ready purchasers in the governor and several of the other officials 
of the town. Meanwhile, the Portuguese continued their intrigues, and very 
plausibly maintained, that the irrational course which Houtuuuin was pursuing, 
could only be accounted for by assuming that commerce was only a pretext, and 
that his real object was to make himself thoroughly acquainted with the loca¬ 
lity. with the view of nfterwurds returning and taking forcible [lossessiou of it 
The effect of these insinuations soon became apparent A pilot, who laid all 
along manifested great friendship fol* the Dutch, was barl-urously assassinated, 
and the pepper due on the purchases which had been mode was not delivered 
The Dutch, after uttering vain complaints, had recourse to menace* These 
were not lost upon the inhabitants, who immediately took all possible precau¬ 
tions. All the Java vessels in the harbour cut their cables, and ran ushore 
At the same time, the Butch were startled by the nlanning intelligence that 
a large fleet, destined to act against them, was Wing prepared in a neigh tann¬ 
ing harbour. 

Houtmann. though thus put upon his guard, had the rashness to go ashore 
with only seven attendants, and pay a visit to the governor. The result which 
might have been foreseen immediately followed; and the whole party, as soon 
as they entered the palace, were arrested. The Dutch immediately attempted 
reprisals, by seizing the governors interpreter and a number of Ills slaves. 
Houtmanns jiositiou was now precarious in the extreme; nud he only saved 
himself from the death with which he was threatened, by sending a letter to 
the Meet, ordering the interpreter to be delivered tip. Five.of his com|*uiions 
wer? accordingly released, and an appearance of trade was resumed, though he * 
hinttelf still remained in captivity. 

It was impossible that matters could long remain in this position; and 
it was therefore formally resolvent at a council hcM on board the Maurice, to 
intimate to the governor, that if the captain, Houtmann, and ail his [leople with 
everything belonging to them, were not delivered on the following «Uy, the 
utmost force which tliey [»ossessed would forthwith la? employed to obtain 
redrew No answer having Wen returned by mid-day, tlie four vessels drew 
near the town, and anchored in three fathoms. On tlie first news of this 
proceeding, the governor in a mge, ordered the arrest of every Dutchman in 
the factory Tliey were all carried off, Houtmann along with them, to the place 
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of |-(t> .Hi. ■ volition; and nothing but extra dating deaths were looked ibr P when i u m, 
the governor, whu had begun to calculate the consequence*, recoded frmn them, 
find proposed negotiation 
It wit.- so Kjmii out that 
the Dutch once more hint 
patient and comim-nced 
hostilities, iu which thei) 
superiority soon became so 
apparent that the governor 
saw the necessity of yield¬ 
ing Many delays were still 
interposed, but ultimately 
an Airruigerncm wae come 
to by whidi the Dutch Qmm ** *** n si fipjfo ,** 

agreed to pay a considerable 511 m of money for the damage they had caused, 

■loiI Houtmarm and hi* companion^ regained their freedom. 

1 ‘ HeUfMup seemed about to be re-established. when a Portuguese deputy 
arrived from Malacca with a large present to the governor. And the promise ] Ti Stern!:.:;, «, 
01 one feti]] more valuable, provided he would shut the port Agrunrii all commerce 
with the Dutch. The bribe was too tempting to be resisted 1 and an order wjis 
issued by the governor which left no doubt ns to his hostile intentions Hout~ 
inaniL convinced that negotiation was now useless, hastened to remove with all 
lii-s people and their effects Immediately after, it was decided by a council 
lie Id oti board the Mmrlte, to give full scope to their rebutment and take a 
-■!_iEi:d rev-nge Second thoughts proved better, and reflecting that rm tiling 
could be gained, A] id much uiiglit l*e lost by the mdisr ■rimbiate eant&ge which 
they bn. | contemplated, they weighed anchor, and proceeded eastward along the 
rt.iist of Java After a fearful encounter with the natives, in which many 
lives were lost on both jsi&k and all hoped of iwia bliahfng a friendly intercourse 
wi-re destroyed, (lie voxels quitted the north-west coast, and misled north to 
fin >de of Lubok, which they reached on the 9th uf December, They now 
E’h.i i iged I heir course to west, but. on l b 25th. after they hud beaten a bout, 
obstructed by contrary winds and currents, they were astonished to dud them- 
bcIvo- still within sight of Llie island, Here as they hud only ninety-four men 
remaining, many t*t them unfit for service, it was resolved to nbmidon the 
iimefcvii'am. which had become an leaky that she could with difficulty be 
kept Afloat 

On the 12th of January. I $97, anchor was again weighed, and the vessels 
proceeded for the eastern extremity of Java On the ISfch they rann* in sight 
..f an active volroni. and a few day after entered the >trait widt h separates 
Java from Edi After some friendly intercourse with the inhabitants of the 
kilter iiilaud. they turned their fiftfr hotnownnlH on the 26tli of Febnirwy, and 
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began 10 Ibr the- Gape of Goni Hope. Their vessels, oa already mentioned, 
Jjttd been reduced to three; and of the 349 men who had quitted Holland only 
eighty-mne now survived. Besides those, however, they had with them two 
negroes taken up on the coast of Madagascar, a Chinese, two Milalmrs, u native 
of Java and a pilot, who was said to lie originally from Gujerai, and had 
volunteered to make the voyage to Europe. Sailing by the south of J ay,. 
the coast of Natal was reached on the 2 kh of April, St Helena on the 25th 
ol May, the island of Ascension on the 2d of June, the Azores on Llie L2th of 
July, the English Channel on the 5th, and the port of Amsterdam on the 14th 
of August. 

, Though the results of Hm]unnan s voyage were l.y no means brilliant, his 
arrival was hailed with bud Jedamfciom He had susxssgfully performed si 
voyage in which the English had twice failed, and made it plain that, with due 
cirvuiiispoetinii. a direct and lucrative trade with the East, by the way of the 
Cope of Good Hope, might easily be estnhlLshed Tli-- Portuguese would 
doubtless threw every possible obstacle in the way; but their power of mts- 
uhief was greatly abridged by the loss of their independence, and more was re 
loe Imped trom the victories which might lie gained over them, tbjui feared from 
{.lie injuries which they'might lie able to indict. The native powers, too, had 
evidently no love for the Portuguese, of whose tyranny and bigot it thev had 
too g Hjd reason to complain, £tnd were djsjsssed to form friendly connections 
witli any foreigners by whom the Portuguese supremacy might he undermined 
,j r iinally overthrown;!. Even the returns by H out man ns voyage, though ob- 
i; lLiilhI under the iiiijsl uufavnurabl, dreuimumces, nearly covered the expense: 
and there wjis therefore every reason to hope, that in proportion as the navi 
guiiun and the nature of the trade came to be better miJerst,nw|, great profit* 
would l >e regularly realized. 

Influenced by these and diniinr considerations Houtmann s return was no 
soone^annotmeed than all the principal parts of ILJJnnd w ere eager to share in 
the new Indian traffic; and various companies, having that object in view, were 
formed As before, the Company for Distant Countries, which Lad seal out 
Houtmami, bujk the lend, and made all haste to lit out four ships. Other tV.| E r 
u-eiv fitted nut by n rival company The leading merchants iu both, ufhicl if 
the injury which they might inflict on each other, by appearing in the Indian 
market as cpnipeliturs. proposed and effected an nimdgnmntioii The eight 
veffiehs thus fitted out at the expense of private individual*, but provided with 
cmiutm by the government, salted in 15J8 Four -if them made a voyage 
remarkable f>r its rapidity at ttiat early period, ami m the course of fifteen 
mouths returned from Buiiaim with a vahial.de cargo of pepper; the other four 
Occupied more time, hut appear to have turned it to good account; and after 
visiting AmlHiyna. Banda, and lernute, come home laden with rich spices, 
which yielded an immense profit During another voyage fitted out by Middete 
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^ l,r t also in I .>11$, Houtmonn, who had been intrusted with tin. 1 coro- 

xujmd, was again unfortunate, and lost bis life hy im net of gross fraidifiiy on 
tln j part '4 the King of Acheen, iu the island of Sumatra. 

1 lie Dutch IvLvt India trade might now k ixinsiJ^rwl ka fairly i^taliliditiL 
It liad originated iu private enterprise, and had the time, been peaceful, might 
have been atiooesafully carried on by the same means ; but the Spaniards arid Por- 
lu^uein; liiitTDg loft no doubt of their detenu tnatiou to cling to their monopoly 
at id I h.i.'.:nM, it became lor the Dutch to provide themselves with 

ihc menus of repelling force by force. At first the States-geisend contented 
themselves with gristing the necessary authority for this purpose; but it won 
appeared that sejuimte companies, pursuing different, and it might by also 
iidverso interests, could not well co-operate in repelling a common foe. In these 
circumstances* two courses lay open to the government. It might adhere to 
the system generally followed in Europe, unJ, while permitting individuals or 
associations full freedom of trade In every region of the East, provide fur their 
protection against foreign enemies by stationing shi|jy of war in every s punter 
where danger was apprehended; nr it might, by uniting all private associations 
int'i one great and exclusive company, enable it to acquire sufficient strength 
not only to uaiatmu its ground agiiiL't all who might assail it, but even to 
become in its turn the aggressor and make tiew conquests. The latter was the 
V 111 adopts ' : and on the 20th of March, IG0:i, a general charter was grante I 
incorporating the different companies into one great association* and conferring 
upon it the exclusive privilege of trade to the East The plan, whatever be its 
merits or demerits, wm not original for the model had been fiirnMied fifteen 
mouths before in n charter granted with n similar object by the crown of Eng¬ 
land, To this charter, and the preparatory measures taken to procure it, we 
must now turn. 

If those who took the lead in the expeditions of Fenton and Lancaster hud 
been deterred hy their failure from persevering in the attempt to establish a 
direct trade with India they must imve been ashamed of their piisdbminnt v 
when they become acquainted with the success of the Dutch; and at all events 
must have felt the necessity of immediately bestirring themselves if thev were 
ci<nt prepared to allow a rival nation to forestall them in what was then univer¬ 
sally, though uoL Very accurately, regarded as the most lucrative market in the 
world Die proceedings thus originated must, lie reserved for the next chapter 
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; N Se ptein 1 tr. 159 ft. don I it] eaa ofte r 1 n any | ire] i minn it 0.1 nfere nn.^ : lxj 
i* JUftucistiuii of merc ha nt advc-uturerN was Lnnued in London lur tlie 


purpose of prosecuting n voyage to the East Indie*. At first, thougih 
l a permanent Company waa evidently contemplated. only a jungle 
voyage was propqwd Accordingly, their contract simply purgKrrta 
to "The names of suehe persons as have written with there oww handcs, to 
venter in the pretended voiu.gr to the E&ste Indias 'the which* it mnie pious* 
t lie L ml 1 - 0 ) pftspor/ ami the monies that they will adventure, the xxij Sep 
turn her, 1511$.' The aggregate stun amounted to £30,133. 6s. 8J.. and repre¬ 

sented ID! odvcuiiirgs or shares, varying in urnunut from £100 to £3000. 

At the first general meeting, held two days after the dote of the contract, it 
vt:-ls resolved to petition the quean for her royal assent t.» a prefect u intended 
for the honour of their native country and the advancement of trade imd mer¬ 
chandize wilt iin the realm of England , mid to set forth a voyage to ihe Hast 
Ttfflieg anil other islands and countries thereabout'’ On the following day. 
when the fifteen committee rtier>. nr directors, to whom the management ]mi 
Ijcen intnijiteA held their first hi siting tin* petition wn* read and approved 
After .stating that "divers merchants, induced by the success of the vin-i- 
[lerfoniied bv the Duche nacion. and being informed that the Datuiiemeis 
prepare fur a new viage, and to tliat ende have Imught divers -hip-* here in 
England*;, were stirred with me 1 esse ufFecdi.m tu advtiiincv the trade of their 
native eountrie, than the Duclie inerdiaimts were to Ixm elite the ire cornmun 
wealths, and upon that tffbion have resolved to make a vbige b> ihe East 
India* they pray to be incorporated into a company, " for that the trade of the 
Indies being *0 remote could not be traded on font on a join to and united stock# 
They also prayed tr. tie jicrmiUrd to export foreign coin, or, in the event of a 
deficiency, to have bullion coined for them at the queen's mint. and, Jiiatlv, to 
1^ exempted for several yearn, ns the Dutch merchants were, from j laymen t .4 
export. or import duties 

On tin; 1 Glli of Uotobor, the queen having signified her apprulnition of the 
voyage the committee were exerting theni^tvcs to obtain permission for the 
vessels to proceed on their voyage without further delay, when an insurmount¬ 
able obstacle arose from an unexpected quarter Spain had sutihred so much 
during her lute wars dint she began to fed the necessity of peace Philip tl. 
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t<K> - whom higwtiy and atoilufciim ww die great nlwtadfci te it. had been called A.n u» 
!,l> hlo acummt; and negotiations weno commenced under circtuttttAiices which 
promised a favourable result. Were anything wanting to prove Unit England 
wjls fiSnctfre in the mutter It might be found in the retrograde step which 
government took in regard to the projected voyage to India Its tip proba¬ 
tion had been formally declared, and yct T under the impre&ion dint the 
voyage might giv»* umbrage to Spain, that ^probation was express! v with- '"‘ Nwtr '''“ 
drawn The committee of adventurers, fearing Hindi n insult, presented fi lung 
and elaborate memorial, in which they eadeavoiirtd to hr.w by a cureful state- 
ih.hhe >d all the h'-mUties in which the SpiiuumLs could, with anv abiw of reason 
rJtiiiiEi an exclusive right of triple, that the projected voyage would be so con¬ 
ducted uh not to interfere in the least with the progress of tin ponding negotia¬ 
tions; hut the ton Is of council answered that L it was more Wanthditll fur tin? 
geneiitll state of merchandize to eiitertayne a [x+ace. then that the suue should 
kindred by the standing with the Spanieebo ronrnusaioiitrrs, fur din mayn- 
E&yuing of this trade, to foregoe the oportunety of the concluding of the peac*." 

Tu this answer no effectual reply could In? made ; and th+- adventurers, “fearing 
I.-hI after they were dm wen into a clung, they sliuld be required to desist their 
viage, did proeeede iu>: further in tht matter for this yere, but did enter Into 
the pivpamdon uf n viage Liu next yere followiuge," 

The memorial uliove referred to, fumidiing an excellent summary of the u r 

gruiimls on whldi the adventurers chained un-l ultinmtely obtained perniisaimi 
tu cfitablLsli an East Indian trade, possesses, independent of its interest as an y,TiT * 
historical document, inteinsc merits which justify a very liberal ipiotatiutL It 
ri entitled "iJertaviM Ee,vuuiHwhy the English Merchants uaiy trade into the 
East lnrtiea, especially tu such rich kingdoms and dominions as are not rojh- 
jecte to the King of Spiyrn? arid Portugal; together witli the true limits of tlu 
Eortugiils' conquest and jurisdiction in those Oriental parti f and proceed* a> 
follows: — 


B lVliiKM, riyhi Inw'irubUf, upon a lr*.iti< of piiuc' between# tire etivwtu’s hi Englnml 
mui Speiyn# like to eawae, that is not to be doubted, hut that great# cxeoptiuu will be# talc tin 
jiyayiiHX the mtuudi-i vnycvpre of le-r tnajitnlt + » irubj«ti* inta the East T adit-s, by the C-a/v of 
Ihu-I :t : tbrrofore the fuhvtitllrvr* in tin.’ ibijiI Lutiunlacl voyage nn«T humbly crave. 

,c your honor* ktul^ltt lake perflate kj^owhhlfe of the® frwe onirideratione ancknsTitteru 
° Einu, they desire that it w .M phia* 1 your honor* tojja^c tin- fomwiiodoBeni of the 
Sputmlui paw to pot down# under their IiamR, ih# narnn of all aodb i«E*niln. ritim, tuwntsc, 
fdftcifti, vostcU, and fnttaaws, aj they on untiialiy, at th ii present, po«s«wed of, fmta the esyrt 
Cap^ of Buena ^pron^n. al-juu th« i\\&i yf Afrt'Tt, on the curt of Arabia, in tla? East ladies 
'lir- Maltti’fH, □iiii other toieuial pvn* i>f lhi> world . wfakli, if tliev iusv les Jranrne truli uni 
fivdjfaJly to pm liow&p, «u thiu woe tiaanal ho ulth, miuiifestlv, to prate the rontrarEe, ihtui 
■.vil wee In* cuntcnl, in rob sort, to di^tnrbc nor molest them* wherewvt'r they arv alrNidie 
rtHMSmuiJern and In ittiul tiuthuriiio, 

* £ .Sectnirlly, if they wil not, by any meanes, 1*00 drawn* to this ijmiuehv^ then wee, fur 
your lordthtppaa* Ltiitrmitcju tu this behalft?, wit take the payneii to line it for them 

Tlta( iimv pleiw vmir honora, tbenfore, to iindr?*hmd, Uial thrm- lies ol the [ilnmk mici, 
t r uL 1. ™J 
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a.D. UM. townen, place*, tsuttlc* and fortre***, whereof they be, at this present, actual comnumuthm*, 
beyond the Cape of Bucua Spcnuifa, eastwanl" 

After n list of Spanish and Portuguese possessions, arranged according to 
their positions “On the Coste of Africa. “In the Mouth uf the Persian Golfe,” 
and • From the Persian Golfe along the Costa of India, southward,” the memorial 
proceeds:— 


* Thirdly, All the place* which are under their government anti commauml being thiu 
uaa third exactly and truely put downe, and wee l*ing able to avouch It to be so, by uiany evident and 
in vincible proofea, and eorue eye-witnesse*, if new! require : that there rnuay tu-th that all the 
rest rich kingdom! and inlands of the Ea*t, which are in number very many, are out of their 
power ami jurisdiction, and free for any other princes or (teopie of the world to rejuiYre unto, 
wbome the aoveraigne lord* anti governors of those territories wil bee willing to adruitte into 
their dominionsa chiefe parte whereof are these here eneuinge." Here follows a catalogue 
under the title of “The names of the eh We knowue bland* and kingdom* beyond the ('ape <vf 
Buena Sfteran^a, wholr out of the dominion of the Portugalla and Spaniard*, in the cast, 
south-cant, and oorth-eaat parts of the world.* , 


-v As this catalogue furnishes, in the very terms employed, a vivid idea of the 
uumu ta brilliant results anticipated from the establishment of an Ea^t India trade; it 
*** tjU * is hen? subjoined verbatim:— 

“The Isle of Madagascar,or San Lnreuxo, upon the tackreidc of Africa—The kingdom* of 
Orix a, Bengali, and A reran, on the Gulfe of Bengnla—The rich and mightie kmgdome of 
Prgu—The kingdome of Juupdaon—The kingdoms of Siam—The kingdom* of Carabob— 
The kingdom* of Canchinchina—The mujU mighty and welthy empire of China—-The rich and 
gouiden bland of Sumatra—The whole island* of Java Major, Java Minor, and Italy—The 
large and rich bland* of Borneo, Celebes, Gilolo, and Oe Fapuas—The long trade of Not* 
Guinea and the Wee of Solomon—The rich and innumerable inland* of Molucca and the 
Spicerie, except the two email bles of Tidore and Auboyno, where the Portugal* have only 
two smal fort*—The large blonde of Mindinaa and Calatninev—The gouiden bland* of the 
greate and smal Lequeoe—The manifold and populos sylver bland* of the Jnponw—The 
country of Coray newly discovered to the north-east." 

Immediately after this catalogue, the memorial reiterates tlie statement 
tluit “ in all these, and infinite places more, abounding with greata welthe and 
riches, tlie Portugale* and Spaniards linve not any castle, forte, blockehouse, 
or oommaundement, nnd appeals in proof of it to numerous authorities, con¬ 
sisting of “ PortugaHe authors printed and written/* “Spanish authors printed 
in Spayne, “Italien* “Englishmen,” nnd ‘Hollanders.'* Tlie last two, which 
alone now possess much interest, include under the former head—‘ .Sir Francis 
AsUoriiui Drake men yet living, and his own writing printed," “Mr Thomas f ’andiahe's 
Company^ yet living, and his writings printed." “Mr. Ralph Fitches Travayles 
through most of the Portugal Indies, in print, and “Mr. James Lancaster's 
and hb Companve's voyage as fame as Malacca, printed;** and under the latter 
head—“John Huygen de Linschoten’s wurkc, which lived alxive seven veres 
in India, “Tlie first voyage of the Hollanders to Java and Bfclv, in prime,’ 
“The second voyage to Javn, in Dutch and English,' “The tastiinonie of 
William Pens. Englishman, with them in the sayd voyage," and “The third 
retunie of tlie Hollanders from the East Indies this yere" After this urrov 
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<»f Authorities, the memorialiiitA. confident that they had triumphantly established a d i»®. 
their case, continue thus:— - 

“ Fourthly, 1st these shewn any juste ami lawful rraaotui, vuyd of affection and nvtialitfe 
why they should l*rrr her majetfie, and al other Christian prim and state*, of the u» of the 
viwte, wyde, and infinitely open ocean sea, and of access to the territories and dominion, of *o 
many free prim**, kings, and piteutates in the East, in whose dominion, they have aoe more 
dovemigo eotnmaaml or outhoritie, then wee, or any Christian, whosoever * 

The point thus argued could not he rationally contested, and yet it was »*.— 
quiu? clear that the S{MHuirds would not consent to yield it They claimed in JST 
virtue of a Papal grant, which had arrogantly bestowed ujvoii them exclusive 8 f“ lu * nk 
right to «Q new hinds which might l>e discovered either in the East or West; 
nud hence, until this claim was set aside, or voluntarily relinquished, the 
memorialists, in so far as the question lay between them and such claimants, 
were doing little better tlian beating the air when they argued that every 
locality not actually occupied by the Spaniards and Portuguese was open to all 
the world. To every such argument of the memorialists, their opponents were 
always ready to answer, “ We claim not merely what we occupy, but the whole 
that we have discovered, or may yet be discovereil in those regions." A claim 
so extravagant could not he acquiesced in by auy Protestant government; but 
Queen tliaiWtli. though she laid doubtless determined that the maritime enter¬ 
prise of her subjects should have full scope in the East, dealt with the memorial 
m the cautious spirit in which she usually acted, and before deciding, caused a 
rejH.rt to be made upon it by the celebrated Fulke Greville, afterwards Lord 
Brooke In this report which was made to Sir Francis W.alsingluun, who had 
requested “ the names of such kings as ore absolute in the East and either have 
wan or traffique with the Kingv of Spaine,' Greville enters very fully into by 
detail, commencing rather superfluously on the coast of Barboiy, and proceeding 
first south to the Cape of Good Hope, turd then north to the mouth of the Red 
Sea It is here only that his nquirt begins to bear pnqiexly upon our subject 
Though lie acknowledges it to be merely a compilation from two or three 
authors, -having neither meanes nor tyme to aeak other helpes,” it is well 
entitled, notwithstanding several geographical blunders, to more than a passing 
notice. After tracing the east African const as fur os the C’ajK* of Gardafuy, he 
thus proceeds:— 

‘ A*, tli* -1 cape the Portugali. yearly Ive in wayte for the Turkish ship]*?., which 
lulventui* to Lraffiqtic without their licence, houldinge themselves the only comma undent of 
thr« was. From the cape to the mouth of the Red Sea are .bo many .mall dominions of 
white Mahometans, rich iu gnuld, driver, ivory, ami all kyml of victual!*: ami Itehind thes 
cun trie., in the mayne, lyeth the groat empire of Prwtor John, to whom the Portugoll* (n* 
wine write) doe y«*ri y «>ud eight shipped, hulas with all kyndo of uu-rchandwo, ami also furnish 
them wires with many «yller» out of his coast town*. in the Red Sea. In the bottom of 
thi. sea, at a place called Sues, the Torches build gallic, which secure all that coast, a* far 
as Mdin.de, ami everie rme annoy the Portugall. exceeding* much. Beyond the Red Sat. 

Arabia F*lix U governed by nmnie sultan, of ideate and al volute power, both by mb and 
laud: tippon tlir jiolnte thoret>f standrth the riche and struuge cittie Aden, w her both In- 
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<iuum, Persians Ethiopians, Turkey and Poriugain, have exeaulingc great? traffiqu*. Beyond 
the Gulf of Persia that king* pctttessetli all the cout, ami hath gnat tmlfique with the 
Portugal*, with jtearlea,' car|ietu t ami other rich commodities. The ile of Onniii lyetli iu 
the mouth of thi* golf, and li subject to the Persians, hut «o that the Portugal* hath a 
forte in it, and ther 1 * the staple of nl India, Arabia, Persia, and Turkic, whither Christian 
merchants do also resort, from Aleppo and Trijsdia, twy*e in the year.'* 

Continuing eastward he arrives at India uf which he suys:— 

u Beyond the Persian lieth the kingdoms of Camhaia, which is the fniilfullest of all Iudia, 
and hath exceeding? great? traffieque: tlie Portugal* |KMBtaoc thcr the towne of Dicu, arituate 
in an Hand in the mouth of the Indus, wher hr hath great trade with the Cnnil«uan«, and 
all other nations in these jtartes. Next is the cuntrie of the Malabar*, who are the beat 
souldiers of India, and greatest enemies of the Portugal*: it was once an entyer empier, now 
ditrided into many kingdoms; part is subject to the Queen of B&tiooia, who selleth great store 
of pepper to the Portugal*, at a towne called Onor, which they hould iu her state: the rest of 
Malaliar i* divided into fyve kingdoms, Cochin, Chananor, Cboule, Conlon, and Calechut; the 
lost was the greatest, but, by die assistance of the Portugal*, Cochin hath now prevailed 
above him. Beyond the Malabar* is the kingdome of Nandugn, whrr the Portugal* also 
traffiqae: thou the kingdom of Orixeu and Beugalen by the ryver Ganges, as also of Aracmn, 
Pegu. Tanassaria ami Qaeda." 

The latter jiart of the report ia less carefully drawn up, and commit* the 
egregious blunder of confounding Tapmbana, or Ceylon, with Sumatra. It 
continues thus:— 

** The iland of Sumatra or Taprobuna is possessed by many kiuges, enemie* to the Por¬ 
tugal* ; the cheif is the King of Dachem, who beaieged them in Malacca, and with his gallics 
•topped the passage of victualls and traffique from China, Japan, and Molucco, till, by a 
maync fleet?, die coast was cleared. Tlie Kluge of Spaigne, in regarde of the importance 
of this passage, hath often resolved to conquer Sumatra, but nothing? is done. Tlie Kinges 
of Acbeyn and Tor are, in lyke *orte, enemies to the Portugal*. The Philippinos belonged 
to the cruwnc of China, Imi, abandoned by him, were possessed by the Spaniards, who have 
traffieque ther with the merchants of China, which yeerly bring to them aUtve tweuty ahippem, 
laden witli all manner of ware*, which they carry into New Spaine and Mexico. Tliev 
traffieque also with the Chinois at Mackau, and Jaiian. And, lastlie, at Goo, there 1 * great 
report of all nations, from Arabia, Armenia, Persia, Gaxnbaia, Bengalis Pegu, Siam. Malacca, 
Java, Molucca, and China, and the Portugal* imfler diem all to lyve dier, after their own* 
manner* and relligkma; only for matter of justice they an? ruled by the Portugal] law. In 
the retire l,***-!, many ambnandora came to Goa from Pereia,«'arnbaia, and the Malabar*, ami 
concluded peace with the Portugals; 16 S 6 , the Arabians slew above W«l Portugal*." 

This report is dated the 10th of March, in the year 15911, according to the 
old, but 1600 according to tlie present mode of reckoning, and must have luul n 
favourable effect, as the queen’s appreciation of tlie projected voyage was shortly 
after signified; and a general meeting of the adventurers was held at Founders' 
Hall on the 23d of September, when it was resolved M that tliev would got* 
forward* with the voiage." The management wiw intrusted to seventeen direc* 
torn, or, as they were then called committees, who met for the first time on the 
very same day, and two days after made a purchase of the ship Sumih for the 
sum of £1600. The economical spirit in which the purchase was made appears 
in a stipulation by which the sellers agreed to take her bock at half-price 
on her return. The next day 26th) tlie purchase of two other ships, tlie Hector 
and Aecauftoi *, was agreed to; and a cull was made upon the subscribers for 



Ciur. X.j 


A It R AN G EM ENTS FOR FIRST VOYAGE. 


229 

I laymen t of a thinl of tlie whole stock on or before the oOth. On this (lay a a.d iuc 
I raft of the {Mitent of privileges, or elmrter, to be submitted to the crown, was 
read nnd approved. It laid been prepared by a Mr. Althain, who received a 
fee of 14. 

In the course ot these prvjutr.itions the directors were somewhat startled by ’H*"** 1 i*.„ 
:m application from the Lord-treasurer Burleigh, recommending the employment 
of Sir Edward Michelitorne in the voyage. The ground of the application is 
nut stated, hut various circumstances lead to the conclusion that the possession 
of court favour was Sir Edward s highest qualification. The directors were 
only petitioning for their charter, and must have l**en perfectly aware of the 
rivk they ran in refusing to comply with the wishes of such a statesman as 
L»jrd Burleigh. It says much both for their firmness ami their prudence, that 
they managed to place their objection to his lordships muni nee not »»n personal 
but on public grounds, declaring their resolution “ not to employ any gentleman 
in any place of charge." and requesting “that they might be allowed to sort 
tlieire business with men of their own qualitye, lest the suspiccion of the 
employment of gentlemen being taken bold upon by the generulitie, do dryve 
a great number of the adventurers to withdraw their contributions." 

Were the words gentleman and gentlemen here employed in the sense 
which is now usually attached to them, the answer would not only afford what 
Mr Mill thinks lie finds in it, “a curious specimen of the mode of thinking of ,01 ‘ krl, “ l,, 
the times, but indicate a narrowness and illiberalitv of mind sufficient to 
prove that the directors were unworthy of the honourable office with which they 
had been intrusted It is impossible to believe, that in laying the foundations 
of a company in which one of the leading objects contemplated was. to use their 
own expression, “the honor of their native emmtrie," they intended to lay it 
down as a general and inflexible rule, that a man. however well qualified he 
might l*e in other respects—however skilful as a seaman—however expert as an 
accountant—however shrewd aud experienced as a merchant—was to l>e deemed 
unfit for employment “ in any place of cluurge,' if he lioppened to liave been 
ls>m of a good family, and to {xkssess the manners and accomplishment* which 
entitled him to move in the first circles of society. However strange the 
language may sound its meaning evidently went no further tluui this, that 
in making their appointments the directors would l>e guided solely by profes¬ 
sional ability, and were determined to have nothing to do with those who, 
pluming themselves on being gentlemen and nothing more, would only draw 
die profit, without performing the duties of any office to which they might be 
appointed 

Though the charter was not yet granted, tins directors, having now no doubt 
of obtaining it. proceeded with their arrangements. The purchase of three 
vessels bus already boon mentioned On the 5th of October, n fourth, culled the 
Mnliee Scourge, and double the size of any of the others, was purcliosed from 
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A.D.IM 0 the Earl of Cumberland, after some higgling, for £3700 To these purchases that 
of n pinnace was added; and the whole expedition. as then projected, stood thus: 
—The Malice Scourge, whose name was subsequently changed to that of the 
Red Dragon, 200 men, 600 tons; the Hector, 100 men. 300 tons; the Atten¬ 
tion, 80 men, 260 tons; the Susan, 80 men. 240 tons; and a pinnace, 40 men, 
100 tons—in nil, 500 rnen and 1500 tons The investment, consisting of iron 
(wrought ami unwrought), tin. lead. SO pieces of broadcloths of all colours, 
80 pieces of Devonshire kerseys, and 100 pieces of Norwich stuffs, with smaller 
articles chiefly for presents, was computed at £4545; and the provisions for n 
twenty months voyage at £6600. 4* 10>/. Tlie remainder of the original sub¬ 
scription of £30,133, 6s. 8d„ under deduction of the purchase and equipment 
of tlie vessels and other payments, was to be taken out in bullion. These 
calculations could only be considered conjectural, and afterwards, ns will lie 
seen, underwent considerable modifications. 

On the 30th of Otober. the same day on which the charter was sent to the 

masting nf ' 

•a***- attorney-general for his opinion, a general meeting of die adventurers was 
held, and the important resolution wus adopted of increasing the number of 
directors from fifteen to twenty-four. That numlier was accordingly elected 
and their names, along with tliat of Alderman Thomas .Smith, who had the 
honour of lieing die first governor appointed, were ordered to lie inserted in 
the anticipated charter. Another resolution was that eacli adventurer should 
pay up Ills subscription On this subject Bruce, whose Annals of the East 
India Company furnish the only printed information, makes statement* which 
are very obscure, and apparently irreconcilable. In one passage (voL L p. 130) 
he *ays. “ It is remarkable tliat these payments were made by the whole of 
the adventurers, with the exception of four only, who withdrew dieir subscrip¬ 
tions/’ Immediately after he sfieaks of “ the funds of the society being thus pro¬ 
vided for;' and yet he afterwards quotes from the minutes of another meeting 

*“ h * cf1 r- of the adventurers, “summoned on the 8th of Decemlier. to make up the fund 

up, with which the voyage was to be fitted out," and at which ‘it was agreed 

that the whole of the sum subacrilied by the adventurers should he (xiid in by 
die 13th of tliat month; and declared, as the ships were now ready to proceed 
to sea tliat such of the subscribers as should not, at the preceding date, liave 
paid in their proportions, should lie held to 1* liable for any losses tluit might 
happen in consequence of die stipulated subscription not haring been made 
good by them ‘ These statements cannot easily be reconciled. If all die 
original subscript ions, with the exception of four only, were jiaid up, how 
could it be necessary to hold out a general menace threatening all defaulters 
with actions of damages? The most probable explanation is, that after the 
original lUtof 101 subscriptions was completed, other parties had been tempted, 
by die near prospect of obtaining a charter on advantageous terms, to come 
forward and put down U.eir name*. It is almost certain that something of thi* 
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kind must have been done, since the numlxT of persons actimlly incfijpjrated aak im 
by the dwrter is not confined to those of the original list, but am aunt* m ail 
to 213. 

Among other arrangements made previous to the date of the charter, m«v 
U 1 mentioned the appointments of Captain James Ijmcaster to the Red 
Dragon, with the title of general or admiral of the fleet, and of Captain John 
Davi* to thv second command, with the title of piEot-iaajnr Both of these 
offices bad previously made the voyage: the one Under Captain Raymond. in 
the unfortunate expedition which has already been descnlusl; and the other in 
1538, us a pilot, in the employment of the Dutch, The terms of agreement with 
the farmer are not mentioned; hut those with the latter deserve notice, in 
fumhdijug a good Heat of the spirit la which. the voyage was undertaken, and 
of the bopea entertained ns to its success. The terms were £100 wages, £200 
>>a credit sis an adventure, and a co mrittad on on the profit, rated alternatively 
at £5Q0, £ 1UOU, £ I ">00, or .£2000, according as the clear returns *m the capital 
sIh.juIJ yield two f r one, three for one, four for one, or five for one. The lead¬ 
ing object in this arrangement was to give Captain Davis & personal interest 
in the success of tile voyage: The same object was kept steadily in view in 
I, minting with all other parties Thus the factors or siiper^ugiies, thirty -six 
in number, were arranged in four different claus es of whidi the first received 
- I do Wiitn s, and £200 advanced as an nd veil Cure; the second £oQ wages, and 
£100 Adventure; the third £30 wages, and £50 adventure; and the fourth 

£20 wages, .. £40 adventure. Even the common seamen were treated on 

the aunt principle, and received four months' pay. of whidi the half only was 
paid as wages, wliiie the other half was advanced as an adventure. 

I lw charter was granted on the last day of the sixteenth centtuw 31st' 1 -" ,r 
l (itemtier, 1GIH>. Lib- all deeds of the kuuo kind, it is spun nut to such a 
length by verbiage and vain tautology, as to occupy twenty-nix pages of a 
printed ipiArto volume. It is, of course, impossible to give it at length. Por- 
tiiiuiti.-ly it is sd^i unnecessary, as everything of importance in it may be 
txmi| ►ressofI wi t kin compantfc i vdy narrow limits. 

Proceeding in the tpieena name in the form of letter*-] intent addressed ! *to 
all our officers, ministers, and tiubj*xts> and to all other jtetfpk, as well within J 
this oitr realm of England as elsewhere it begins with stating that f “0ur m$wt 
ik-jLr and loving cousin, George, Earl of Ghimlteriand, and <mr vrelL-beloved sub¬ 
jects Sir John Hurt, ‘'f London knight, Sir John Spencer of LuuJi-n, knight. 

Sir Edward ilicliefborne, knight William Cavendish, esquire. 1 nine aldermen 
of Loudon, and other iudmduttD specially uiuttcd. amounting in all to 218, have 
Intn petitioners unto us for our royal ament and licence." that they, "at their 
own adventurer coite, and chargee, as well m for the honour of our realm of 
£gland, a* for the inereose of our navigation and advancement of trade of 
merch undue, within our said realm, arid the dominions of the same, might adven- 
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ture and set forth one or more voyages, with convenient number of ships nml 
pinnaces, by way of traffic and merchandize to the East Indies, in the conn trie* 
and parts of Asia and Africa, and to as many of the islands, port* and cities, 
towns and places, tiierealiotita, as where trade and traffick may by all likelihood 
be discovered, established, or had; clivers of which countries, and many of the 

islands cities, and ports thereof have 
long since been discovered by odiers 
of our subjects, albeit not frequented 
in trade of merchandize.” 

In accordance with this petition 
her majesty, “greatly tendering tin* 
honour of our nation, the wealth of 
our people, and the encouragement of 
them, and others of our loving sub¬ 
jects in their good enterprises, for 
the increase of our navigation, and 
the advancement of lawful traffic, to 
the lienefit of our commonwealth." 
constitutes the petitioners a “body 
corporate and politick, in deed and 
in name, by the name of The Gover¬ 
nor and Company of the Merchants 
of London, trading into the East 
Indies," emjjowering them and their successors, in that name and capacity, 
to |>o.H.sess or dispose of land, tenements, and hereditaments, to have n common 
seal, to sue and be sued; and, in general “to do and execute all and singular 
other tilings by the same name," os fully and freely as “ any other our liege 
jteople." 

The charter then goes on to prescribe the mode of management of the 
affairs of the company, fixing it in a governor, and twenty-four other member* 
culled committees, who ore to have “the direction of the voyages of or for the 
said company, and the provision of the shipping and merchandizes thereto 
belonging, and also die sale of all merchandizes returned in tie* voyages;’* and 
in general. “ the managing and liandling of all other things belonging to the 
said company." Thomas Smith, alderman of the city of London, is nominated 
as the “first and present governor." and twenty-four other member* as the 
“ first and present committees" of the comjwiny: but as these nominations were 
to continue in force only for a year from the date of the charter, die mode 
of electing their successors in office is next pointed ont For this purpose 
the company , or a majority of diose u present at any public assembly, com¬ 
monly called the court, holden for the said company," the governor always 
being one. are empowered to elect a deputy to act in die governor’s nl»scnce; 
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ntui thereafter, everj year on the first iliiy of July, or at any time within six id i m >. 
Hays after that. day. to assemble and meet together in some convenient place," 
and, while so assembled, to elect a governor and twenty-four committee# for 
tlie ensuing year In the event of the death or deprivation by misconduct of 
any of the persons thus elected, the eomj>any f again met in court, are authorized 
to supply the vacancies thus owurring, but only for the time of office which 
remained uitexpired Not only the officials thus elected were to swear “well 
and truly " to execute tlie offices committed to them, but “as well everyone 
above named to l»e of tbe said company or fellowship, as all others to be here¬ 
after admitted, or free of the said company, to take a eoif)oral oath 1 adore the 
governor of the said company, or his deputy for the time Icing to such effect, 
as by tbe said governor and company, or tbe more part of them, in any public 
court to lie held for the said company, sliall lie in reasonable manner set down 
and devised. l>efore they sliall be allowed or admitted to trade or tmffick as a 
freeman of the said company. ’ 

In this last quotation the important point of meml*?nship is incidentally 
alluded to A more explicit statement occurs in a subsequent clause, in which 
" all tliut are or sliall be of the said company," and all their sons, “ at their * b ' p 
several ages of one and twenty years or upwards and all their '• apprentices, 
factorx or servants,' “which sludl hereafter be employed by the said governor 
and comjMmy, in the trade of merchandize of or to the East Indies," sire em¬ 
powered freely to traffic during the period and within the limits assigned to 
the company. The |>eriod is restricted to “ fifteen years." with the promise of 
an extension to other fifteen, if asked by the company and approved by the 
crown, but the charter might be recalled at any time after a notice of two 
years. 


The space over which the company might trade is of enormous extent; and. 
t hough sjx>ken of under the gvnenil name of the East Indies, is more parti oil- 
larly described as including “ the countries and ports of Asia and Africa," and 
“all the islands, fiorts. havens cities, creeks towns, and places of Asia Africa, 
and America, or any of them beyond the Caj»o of Bonn E*]icrniizu to the 
'freights of Magellan, where any trade or tmffick of merehnndize may be used 
or bad Within these limits the comj<my are empowered to traffic freely “ by 
****. in and by such ways and passages alreiuly found out ami discovered, or 
which shall hereafter be found out and discovered, as they shall esteem and take 
to lie fittest; the only restriction being, that " tile same trade be not muler- 
laken nor address! to any country, island, port, haven, city, creek, town, or 
place, already in the lawful und actual possession of nny such Christian prince 
or state, as at tills present is or shall hereafter 1 h* in league or amity" with the 
British crown, and '* who doth not or will not accept of such trade, but doth 
overtly declare and publish the some, to Ik; utterly against his or their good-will 
and liking." 

You. I. 30 
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Tiie more effectually to carry on this tnule. the company are authorize*! to 
meet from time to time, and make "such and so many reasonable law*, consti¬ 
tutions, orders, anil ordinances, as may seem "necessary and convenient for 
the good government of the company, and of all their factors, masters, mari¬ 
ners. and other officers; and for the better advancement and continuance of the 
trade ; and not only to make such laws, but to enforce the oW nance of them 
by indicting uj>on offenders " pains, punishments, anti penalties, by imprison 
ment of body, or by fines and amercements, *>r by all or any of them." it Wing, 
however, always understood that "the said laws, orders, constitutions, orders 
and ordinances be reasonable, and not contrary or repugnant to tin* laws, 
statutes, or customs" uf the realm 

The privilege of trade within the limits above described is declared to 
belong exclusively to the company; and all subjects of the English crown, '* of 
what degree or quality soever they he." are strictly forbidden, "bv virtue of 
our prerogative royal, which we will not in that W*half have argued or brought 
in question.” to "visit, haunt, frequent or tnule. tniffiek or adventure, by way 
of mercluinthsc, into or from any of the said East Indies, or into or from any 
the islands, porta, havens, cities, to wils, or places aforesaid,’—every person or 
penons presuming to tmffic in defiance of this prohibition "shall incur our 
indignation, and the forfeiture and loss of the goods, merchandizes, and other 
things whatsoever, winch so shall be brought into this realm of England, or any 
of the dominions of the same, contrary to our said prohibition, or the purjiort or 
true meaning of these presente, as also of the ship and shijis with the furniture 
thereof One-half of the forfeitures thus incurred is reserved to the crown; 
the other half is granted to the company. The offenders are, moreover, for 
their said contempt, to suffer imprisonment during our pleasure, and such other 
punishment as to us, our heirs or successors, for so high n contempt, shall seem 
meet and convenient, and not to be in any wise delivered until they and even* 
of them shah become bound to pay unto the said governor for the time being 
the sum of £1000 at the least" not to repeat the offence. 

These severe enactments against interlopers strikingly contrast with the 
huge discretion given to the company, who, in addition to an exclusive right 
of traffic carefully guarded against encroachment, are empowered, *' for the 
better encouragement of merchants strangers, or others, to bring in commo¬ 
dities to mu* realm." and "for any consideration or benefit to lie taken to their 
own use. to "give license to any |>erson or persons to sail, tnule, or traffick inti 
or from the said East Indies" To euhance the value of this large discretionary 
power, the queen gratuitously hinds herself, her heirs and successors, not to 
grant license of tmding within the limits of the cliarter to anv person whatever 
" without the consent " of the com|>uny. 

On the ground that the company " have not yet exjieriencetl of the kinds 
of commodities anil uiercliandizes which are or will be vendible' in the East 
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Indies, “nuil therefor© shall be driven to carry to those pvirta, in their voyages a.d. 1000 
outward, divers and sundry commodities which are likely to lie returned limnin'* 
into tl»r realm the export* of their four first voyages an? declared “free of 
custom, subsidy, or poundage, or any other duties or payments.” Un imports, 
during the whole |>eriod of the charter, credit of six mouths on the one half, 
and of twelve months on the other hall* of the duties exigible. Is to lie allowed 
after sufficient security for ultimate payment has been given; and because the 
eomjwtny “an* like to bring to this our realm a much greater quantity of foreign 
commodities " than can be required for home consumption, the duties which 
might have been exigible on the exp*>rt of such commodities as are afterwards 
reshipped for tmn.s|>ort to other countries are to l>e remitted. provided the 
n-shipment take place in English bottoms, and not later tlrnn thirteen months 
from the ilate of iwpwrt. Tl»e only other privilege necessary to l>e mentioned 
is the permission annually to expjort the sum of 130,000 in bullion or coin, of 
whiuh at least £0000 should previously 1>e coined at the royal mint This 
jtermission—which, owing to the crude ideas then generally entertained on 
die subject of the currency, was probably regarded at the time as the least 
defensible of all—was granted only on the express proviso, tliat uiler the 
tint voyage a sum at least equal to that exported should previously lutve been 
iin]M>rted. 

Though the original adventurers contemplated trading on a joint-stock, and ^wnpu.t 
several parts of the charter seein framed on the understanding that this m8at of 
origiual intention waa to l*e auritsl out, the subject remains involved in the 
greatest obscurity. The wonLs joint #to-:k do not once occur in the charter; and 
there is nothing in any part of it to indicate that the 218 individuals to whom 
the charter was granted ptogsessed any higher qualification than that of having 
signed the petition on which it proceeded It is known tluit 101 individuals or 
firms liecame Itound by their subscriptions to adventure oil an experimental 
voyage, sums which, in the great majority of cases, amounted to £200 each, and 
formed un• aggregate of £30.133. 6s. 8 d ; but whether these were the only sums 
subscribed at the date of the charter, or whether ull the new parties who con¬ 
curred in |>etitioning the crown had previously qualified themselves for member¬ 
ship by subscribing, are points which it is impossible to decide with any degree 
of certainty. The only clause in the charter which bears on these px tints Is one 
which makes it optional for the company to disfranchise those members who 
sliould fail against a certain day to jjay up their subscriptions. The clause is as 
follows:— 

•* Provided always that if any of tlx* person* l*fore named and appointed by these present*, 
to he free of the said Company of Mcrrfnuu* of London, trading into tA« foist Indie*, shall 
not before the going forth of the fleet appointed for this first voyage, from tho JH>rt of 
l/mdon, bring in and deliver to the treasurer or treasurers appointed, or which, within the 
ifwrtt uf twenty days from the ilate hereof, duill 1« apywuted by the said governor and 
company, or the more part vf them, U» reeeife the contributions and adventures, set down 
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by the several adventurers in this last and present voyage, now in hand to lie set forth, such 
sums of money, an have been, by any of the said persons by these presents nominated to lie 
of the said company, expressed, set down, and written in a hook for that pur]>oae, and left in 
the bomb of the mid Thnmaa Smith, governor of the said company, or of th** said Paul 
Banning, alderman of LoiiiW, anil subscribed with the names of the same adventurer*, 
under their hands, and agreed upon to be adventured in the said first voyage, licit then, it 
shall be Lawful for the said governor and company, or the more juirt of them, whereof the 
aaid governor or hi* deputy to be one, at any their general court, or general assembly, to 
remove, disfranchise, and displace him or them, at their wills and pleasures.” 

In order to finriiitate communication and friendly intercourse with the coun¬ 
tries which might be visited tinring the first voyage under the clmrter. the 
commander was furnished with duplicate letters, in which the queen addressed 
their supposed sovereigns in the following terms:— 

M Elizabeth?, by the grace of God, Queene of England, Fraunce, and Ireland, Defender 

of the Faithe, Ac.,—To the greate and mightie King of-, our loving© Brother, 

greeting©: 

** Whereas Aimightie God, in his infinite wisdom? and providence, liaith so disposed of 
hia blearing*, and of all the good things of this world, which are created and onleined foi 
the use of man, that howesoonfr they be brought forth?, and do either origiuallic grow*, ami 
are gathered, or otherwise composed and made, some in one countrie, and some in another, 
yet they are, by the Industrie of man, directed by the hand of God, dispersed and sent out 
into all the jairu** of the world, that thereby his wonderfull Ixwntie in his creatures may 
appears unto all nacions, his Divine Majestic having? so ordeyned, that no one place diouM 
enjoy (as Uie native commodities thereof) all things apperteyninge to man’s use, but that 
oue countrie should have nede of another, and out of the aboumlauce of the fruits which 
s»nte region enjoyeth, that the necessities nr wonts of aunther should be supplied, by which 
nieanea, men of severall and farr remote countries have commerce and Indfiqtic, one 
with another, aud by their entexvhange of commodities are linked togeather in amytie and 
friendshipp: 

“ This eonstderatiou, most noble king, togeaLher with the honorable report of your 
majestic, for the well euterteyuinge of strangers which viritt your countrie in love and |>ea. e 
(with lawful traffique of merchaundizinge) have moved us to geave licence to diver* of our 
subjects, who have beue stirred upp with a desire (by a long and daungerou* navigacion) to 
fioile out and viiritt your territories and dominions, Iwinge famous in theiee partes of the world, 
nud to offer you commerce and traffique, in buying* and enterchaunguige of commodities 
with our people, according? to the course of merchaunts; id which commerce and interchang¬ 
ing, yf your majestic shall accept, and shall receive and entertnyne our rnrrvhaunt* with 
favour, according© to that hope which hath encouraged them to attempt m> lung and daun- 
gereus a voiadge, you shall find? them a people, in their dealing© and eonversacion, of that 
justice aud eivilitie, that you shall not miriik© of their repair* to your domininu*, and uppon 
further couferenee and iuquisicion hail with them, l»oth of thoire kiudes of mcrchatindix* 
brought* in their riiippes, and of other nceesaaric commodities which our domminiont may 
afforthe, it may appear© to your mnjestie that, by their roeanes, you may lie furnished, in their 
next retourne into your port**, in better sort then you have bene heretofore supplied, ether 
by the Sponyard or Portugal©, who, of all other nacions in the** |>arl** of Eirnqie, have <mlic 
hetherto frequented your countries with trad? of incrrhantidize, and have Iwuir the onlie 
imjfdiraents, both to our subjects, and diverse other merehaunts in the partes of Europe, that 
they hav? not hitherto visited vnur countrie with trade, whitest the said Portugalea pre 
t.•tided themselves to be the sovereign* lorries and prinoes of all your territories, and gave It 
out that tliey held your nackm and people as subjects to them, and, in their stiles and title*, 
do writs thpumdvia* Kinges of the East Indies: 

“ And yf your majestic dial I, in your p#ncclic farour, accept, with good liking*, this 
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fir-^ repair *-'ai our Miovlutiiiiti unto vrnir e>untrw, rewrunge (better m i^^Mc \ D lot* 

amL iliid I Liiti-ruiiii'r! tUt ik'lr Hj-^t voiuge, an nu Introdiidiiii to a furthut contiimwniiLu* of 
frivntUlujipt' tw?tweern your imtjt-nLw and u», for i,tnnmi<Tce and iniercourae tatwtfiim your 
aii.l - I urn. wee have g^anui Order u» ilin, on r priud|mil merohaunl yf ronr iturja&iie 
«hidi 1»* jili.-a.-iei lliflrwith) to ieuve m your muniric wme such of our *:iid nitrckumte a& bo 
niuilE luako oboioo of, to reside in your ilommmiinw, ttlukr tour |urtn«li*r ami *afd ptv.itoian, 
uutilt th* r-tonnic at another ik-ete, wlaudi wt* shall feud iiau* you, wte may, in tin- uumne 
ivriy brume tin- language of yuur ticujulrie, und npplte lAwnr teituvigr, -- H way lx>t 
[ 4 > ronverw will; your iue.jtfitk-"-3 MiLjt>eLd T lu the tuid that amitli* si ml ffifhdjliipp being* 
i.uLcrt.iVtLL'tl and tegun, the t^uue nuty tin- tettor Ik ooatiiipwot^ when our peoplo to 
iibdntelcd bow to dlnret them^lvM according* to the fashion.! of your wtuirift 

^ And becuwwH T in tho eamkffcmiou ot the entmeyninge- of o«yut! and friendshipp, au l 
in this f»tAl>li«lLLage of nu mteiwar^e to bo fomine-wed iietwoeno u*j tter may be Tequii'tt! + on 
ymnr majestic a bebaulfe, *udi promuw ur enpitulneiona to it j*rf*iTwed by n», *hk-Ii wee 
enlmob iti. thecw our Lett™, toko fcnowteigo of P thtrefure pray your inojtalie to gcavo 
cure therein unto thiu Uou-vr, imd t« gcare him crttlitt, In whatsoever be ^biiii peomiac or 
ithdertakr in our name, ounc*rttfng?e our amity* and pntermutiw, which ptOttlW, n w 'Jot 
..ur pivrt« p iu the word of a prlnctu v. ill *t?e performed, and wilhe roadie gnUciullic to reunite 
.inii: low, kiudtiL— r or favour, (hat out -aid subjects -hull room vs at your um|wno» hamlt-s: 
pm? Lug* VH.nir unijestitr tlutt, for our batter so* Ufiwiw of your kiiule acsplniuite «:f thi-otii 
i lire and ntnyrto offered your lugteu«H. you would, by tin* iHsam, give ted^dotiiv tbensf, 
uv your princelie lottres, rtfjvvitil unto tin, in wliicli w« ^luJI tcceivt very ^sai cuutente- 
ttmni And thttv,” Ac, 
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< • interest which nuLm-idiy ;l r_c:i -' i■ - ■- the first voyage 

.iij.ii-i- :.ii F-i r In-::. ri*.-r 4-‘f 'L^di 

I H 'ijL [ than would l>e due to the incidents themselves, wlueh ^re 
l o»inj*;vmtivelv uninteresting. The /ftv/ Dragon, Iltchrr, 

■ ||v ^ |j Ascension, and already mentioned, together with 

the of 130 tons, added as a victualler, left Wool wich 
" ri the I3th of February, 1601, but were 0 long de 
;pr^^ tamed by contrary winds end the completion of uiTangemvnts 
vHfiF/ sit Dartmouth, that they were not able to ipiit the English mum till 
the 23d of. April when they sailed for the Canariesi While off the coast 
AS of Guinea they fell in with a Portuguese ship, outran3 bound, anil took 
V in.mi plundered her. Having afterwards unhrjuled the Guest of the victuals 
which they had been nimble to Like on board when they sailed from England. 
th*y dismantled her, broke down her upper works lor firewoiid, and left Ini- 
19 fixating hulk During their long delay in the English Channel, they had 
lost ili+j opportunity i-f making a <pikk. voyage; and began L* suffer &nm 
set my. which prevailed to snob an extent, Hint some of the vessels bad nor 
hands enough to manage them, and the merchants on board were oblige J 


to ai?t ns i -Mimon seamen, On the SHU "f September they murkedl SaUlmdiA 
Bay, where the sick rapidly reor-veivd : the previous mortality, however, had 
tMKm so great, that the number of deatfis amonobd to 105. or morn Liam a fifth 
of the whole craws On Sunday the 1st of November, the < ape wtm doubled 
and they pre needed northwaida along the east const of Madagascar. where a 
new utU k of scurvy again proved very fatal, aud obliged them to sjwntl -.Mine 
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time on ahum in the Bay of An tonsil. On continuing their voyage across tin- a ej iwa. 
Indian Ocean, they arrived on the 9th of Slay. 3 602, at the Nicobar Islands, 
without having seal any part of the continent of India Alter a short stay 
they set sail for the island of Sumatra: and, on die Cfch of June, cast anchor in 
the road of Aaheen, on the north' west extremity of that island. Hero they 
found a! m mt eighteen vessels from Bengal, Malabar, Giycrat and otlnT quara¬ 
ters, an 1 3 wore visited by two Batch merchants, who had l*een left to leom 
the lnrij;u'L^.' and manners of the country Everything gave indication of a 
ho«pitable reception - and a deputation was immediately sent ashore, to an- 
munee that the commander of the fleet was bearer of a letter from the most 
famous Queen of England to die most worthy King of AcheeU ami Sumatra 
The <luy after his amuii, Lancaster himself went ashore, and, having been 
conducted with great ceremony to the kings presence, delivered bis letter, find 
along with it a present of considerable value. 

The interview was of the moat amicable nature; and ultimately a treaty Fpt^ Ujk- 

ii 

was formed, in which the leading privileges obtained by the English were. acIwwl 
perfect freedom of trade, protection to lift and property, the power of admin* 

Entering justice among their own countryman according to English law, and full 
liberty -if conscience But while the natives displayed this friendly spirit, nil 
the proceedings of the English were watered with the utmost jealousy by a 
lliird |wirty The Portuguese had an aa&basaador at Acbeen, and it soon 
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became apparent that ho was determined to leave ru> means untried to pre¬ 
vent the e^teblbdmtent of a trade, which he naturally regarded its nu uujusti- 
ti-khft invasion of the Portuguese tnAo^>oiy Attempts t f1 prejudice the km^ 
having faded, he dgbenniiHtd on open hostility, and with that view d^pnteUed 
inoo-iengerH to Malacca, to inform the authorities in the Parttiguese settlement, 
there of the arrival of the English ships, and urge the necessity of immediately 
sending a suffix lent force to capture them Fortunately hfe [dans were <Us- 
covered; and his messenger having t**m apprehended, the T -rtugo se in 
Malacca were not even made aware that the English bad arrived. 

Lancaster detemiined to turn this ignorance to good account; and. having **m&. 
the Sum a which had been sent round to Priaman, on the south coo-d of the 
kkiid. to taka in a fctrtrgn uf pepper, set out with hie other three vessels, and u 
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Dmiili ship of about 2(H3 tons which hud obtained {icnnission to join him, on a 
priv.itejring - ruiy' 10 the Straits of Molucca Such an i x|.k.-iU« h-n was i.-i-t.-iulv 
little in RccorJjiiice with file purely mercantile spirit in which the voyage had 
been proftss<edly undertaken, and goes far to justify the account given Ly Sis 
William Alonso u, who sayy in bis Afaucii Truete, 1 that Limcawter employ¬ 
ment was its well to take by violence ns to trade by sufferance; and adds 
rlmt this was ° unworthy the name of mi boneat design, For the hand:' >.4" 
meTC-hun: - should not be stained or polluted with theft, for In such (.-a-r oil 
people would have Hberty to do the like upon them. The English ctiiina ruler 
wn-b not restrained by any scruples of this nature, and. when a large PurtugEieHc 
ship made her appearance, some what grotesquely expressed his thankfulness to 
Pravideiupe for having thus furnished. hint with the means of lading lib ship*, 
and supplying nil his other wants, Though the ship was of JkK) tons burden, 
and iiad above (100 persons on board. the capture was easily effected. It proved 
a isimiek, Umml for Alahiceii, from St Thomd, a Portuguese factory on ih- 
Coromandel csuist, and so folly freighted that Lancaster, after occupying all 
the vacant room iu. kis own vessels with Calicoes, pintados, and oilier inerchan- 
dir-e, was puzzled bow to dispose of the residue, which would have -affined t u 
hide :ls runny more skljid if lie tmd had them, Ultimately he resolved to return 
to AcUeen where he ingratiated himself -till further with the king by liberal 
presorts of tlie prize goods, and dt-j united what he could not take with him, to 
ji.wai.it the arrival of a new licet from England 

Du leaving Acheen on the JHb of Noveinl>er, the A$c *in which ail 
rite pepper, cmnsmuct and doves which hud previously lx.cn purch&fted were 
loaded, was despatched for England. The Dmi.tvn and fl^tor continue] their 
txturse in an opp.-dte dimrtbui idling the south roa.-u of Sumatra to Prim nun. 
where the Susan was found taking in her cargo. Leaving her with ordure tu 
-ail homewards as smiii us it w:i> compli'tod, Lancaster proceeded with the other 
two vessel* through the Straits of Sunda, mid, ins the 3 6th of freceiuber. arrived 
in the road of Bantam, on the nurth-west extremity of the inland of Java 
H> re, after the delivery of the queens letter and n hand&oroe prosaist, Ids 
reception was as fovonruble a* it bad been at Acheen; and In* found no 
culty in dbp-dng t«f bi> prize godb to such advantage, that lit bail soc.n ohl 
irsnre than would pay for the lading of both the ship*. By die IOt li of Feb¬ 
ruary full cargo*-* of j«ypj>er Were taken in; and on the 20th alter a najnlat 
factory had been established nt Bantam find a pi mutes despatched to the 
. i liwms for Else purpose nf attempting to secure .. trade which might i . 
available to the next whips from England, he took hi*- tinal depnrtufp. 

The voyage home wtw very stormy; and the Dm/fOi i, in particular. having 
lost her rudder, became so unmanageable. that Lancaster privately gave eotem 
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the if nr tor, wiiit.li hriri Uithertu kept hy him, t*i con Lin tie Ivr voyage ami ju> iota 
him to iik fate. It must be confessed, that in taking this step he dis* 
plfcyed (iinguLar resolution and devotadnejs. At the time when he gave what 
he believed feo In; bin final orders to the captain of the f/ctior, he tusBtily ad- 
rtreked n letter to HU employe® in the fnllrwying Ihiih:— 

11 Rig]it Worahipfnl—What ltath pk^ed in thin voyage, ami what trades 
I have nettlwi {br this Company, iim \ wbai OtllW events have lit fallen us, you 
shrill uDderatand by the kanrs hereof to whom (as occasion hath happened) T 
must refer you I will strive with all diligence to save my ship and Her goods, 
a* you may perceive hy the coarse 1 take in venturing my own life, and those 
that are with me. I cannot tell where you should look for my if you send out 
any pinnace to Heck mu, because I live at the devotion of the winds and seas. 

And thus fere you well; desiring God to send us a merry meeting in this world, 
if il be hie good will and pleasure—Y<>ur loving Friend, 

■ Jahes Lanc^^u 

The Captain of the Hedor, unwilling to leave his commander in desperate 
cireiinurfaitee*, still mimaged to keep him In sight; and ultimately, after 
redoubling the Cnpe of Good Hope during the storm without seeing it, both 
vessel* reached St Helena. Three months, after, ou the Mth of September, 

Ififi-I. they cast anchor in the Downs. The Ancemivn and Sii&irt had pre¬ 
viously arrived; and thus, though numbers of the crews had perished, all the 
vessck and their cargoes returned safe. 

Bnttj M a first experiment under the charter, and in a pecuniary view, the ***■ *»> 
voyage was eminently Hueecsaftd Two factories at important stations ha I been 
established under the most favourable cireuBlstances; and the clear prufita, 
estimated at ninety-five |x?r cent., were nearly as large as the whole capital 
ad vestured. It ought to be observed, however, that these profits cannot pro¬ 
perly he considered mercantile, as a huge portion of them Imd been obtained, 
not by legitimate trading, but In the course of a predatory mfiae 

Befure Deacaster returned Quean Elizabeth bad paid the debt of nature; 
but the deep interest which site took in the proceedings of the Company hail 
pre vi ously been manifested by a letter, In which she remonstrated with them 
for having allowed a second year to puss without entering into a new subscrip¬ 
tion l and plainly hinted tlist ,s in not ft)]lowing up the business in the manner 
tin? Dutch did, it seemed as if little regard Wits entertained either for her 
majesty's honour, or the Honour of the country/ Strange to say, the remon¬ 
strance proved unavailing, mid no prepare lions were made for a second voyage 
till the stieis»s of the first was uetimlly ascertained. 

In the Baeond voyage the same vesute were employed as in the first, bat 
the commands were different—Captain Henry Middleton sailing in the R*< l 
Dragon as admiral, and Captain Sufflet in the Htctor m vice-admiral The 
Mi.il-S. riptlon, which appear* t*» Imv* Wn run inly advanced 1 y Hie 80100 parin"> 
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n jijoi *ifl before, since both Tojages wb tifterW»nlH iu ' account, amounted 

to J?tiU r tjU. Of tMs Sum, the ropair, equipments and provision of the vesseln 
nbsorlted no has than £tS r l+0, whoreti* the amount carried out in goods was 
only £11 12; the remainder w*» bullion. The very paltry Mini uHawtd for 
r^ods may perhaps be accounted for by the large quantity of Portuguese prize 
^hkIs which Lancaster hud left for future Sate in the faetorkw of Ac]iecu mid 
Bantam. 

The vessels left Omvcffend on the 25th of Mi neb, I GO*; and by this curly 
departure avoiding the blunder by which they hud formerly lost the proper 
st-isoarrived safely in Bantam Road on the 2Uc.li of December following 
Here thev found six. .diijK and three nr bur pinnace Winging to the Dutch, 
with whom for a time a friendly intercourse wag kept up the Dutch admiral 
‘•ii.t r, dining drncird the [h-agon. At Bantam this intercourse rttnuim I undLstuH hh\ . 
and the liidor and Suma I taring completed their cargoe; about thr middle of 
Feb mar v. IflOa. sot sail for Englan d The Kid Dragon and jD«?wfton pro- 
cmled for the Molucca, from which the Dutch were then endeavouring to expel 
tlte Portuguese, In this having so fir succeeded as t-. ounptd the sumnder 
of thy caatle of A ml icy un. the Dutch immediately altered their tone to the 



AMbuTS" —Ckardbil • C*IN’ il*a ill 


T.’nutJ, 
Tkbtw. i&J 


English. and formally debarred them from trading to tint’ island. On gt-neral 
principle^ there in gw*! ground for disputing the uxulusivv title which die 
Dutch thus iim timed; but it seems imjK^ihk to deny that the Company were 
nut the proper parties to cull it in question, as they were expressly prohibited, 
by a clam-; in their charter, from attempting far establish n tm le at my plmv 
in the actual pi.wesdon of any friendly r liri-rtian power winch diould openly 
object to it But i.Ij-jv vivjv utbur iat&nda of the Molucca group, to wliu-li, op 
the Dutch could not pretend to be in possesion of them, the objection could not 
apply; mid the English vessels were only exereimug a right which uniluiih tolly 
!h dunged to thorn, when tiny endeavoured to canyon a traffic with TcnmUv 
TIdore, and Bon [.la, Circuuistuuees. however, were lmpropitious ; and the Dutch, 
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when thiy did not daw to use force, scrupled not to avail themselves uf intrigue 
and nikraprasgiitntioii. which were almost etjmdly effectual tn securing the great 
object of thdr run bi lion 
—n com pi etc monopoly 
of the spice trade 

The Ri'it DffVjmi 
mid ritfceiMfon, alter 
mnaining for same 
time iu the Moluccas, 
though not in company, 
met Again in die road 
of Bantam fr jin which 
they suited for Europe 
on the ffth of October, 
li-U5, Tin £n&a;i, which had sailed scene iantc liefore, was never heard of; 
bat the other three vessels, the Red- Dragon, Hector, and Ascension, after 
reudexvoitsiag in Sahhinhji Bay, proceeded homy in company, imd cant anchor 
in the Downs on. the 6th of May, Jfiliti Notwithstanding die loss ol the Sown 
the returns were favourable; and the two voyages, thrown, aw already mentioned, 
into tine account, nearly doubled the capital which lutd been adventured in them 
It is still necessary, however, iu calendaring the profit, to rememl K>r tliat a eon- 
aid cralde portion r.f it was derived not from trade, but from privateering; and 
that (he ninety-five per cent, said to have been returned was not realized in 
one year, but after a aerie* of yvfirs, partly occupied with the vqyugua, and [ciri.lv 
spun out in long credits allowed to ptaroluwisin 

In 3 60 i shortly after the vessels had aided on their second voyage. King 
James l. granted a license to Sir Edward Mkhelborns, whose recoiiuiiemhiiiini 
by Iv inl Burleigh for employntaht by the Company has been already mentioned, 
to trade to "fatbaia, China Japan, Corea, and Cambayn, Jfec. Those eemn* 
tries, though the 1 tun piny liad not yet ^^aUed them, are within the limits of 
their charter, and the license was therefore an interference with the rights 


oonfcmsl by it, It was not, however, indcthusilde as it is usually repre¬ 
sented Sir El ward waa a member of the Company. and was therefore entitled 
to the full use of oil the privileges which they enjoyed. The intention, no 
dtttbi was Lltnl a joint stock ahotild have been established, hut the attempt had 
h> vet failed; and the voyages hitherto made, though carried on in the name 
of the Company, were truly far the benefit only of mdividual adventurers In 
these rireurastmiceB, it might have been made u question whether every member 
was not entitled to claim a similar privilege in hU own name and for hh 
own behoof Even assuming that Lhe affirmative of tills < pi ration could not i»i 
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aix w*. maintained, another Important coiigidemicm mnnins behind The crown only 
renounced the right of granting % iicemte ,J without ffc'consent" the Ctan- 
pany; and before it can be said, wit.l> Brace, that “‘this license was a dimrt 
violation of the exclusive privileges grouted by Queen Elizabeth to the London 
East India Company,” it must be shown not only that the license was given, 
hut that Lite Company refused to consent The probability is that they were 
not ooiLiuIteJ on the subject] but, knowing that they had the power <<t object 
Ing, if from prudential caiurideratitms, they refrained from exercising it, they 
foreclosed tlieuiSalviy. and were not afterwards entitled to co mplain . The charter 
might l>e withdrawn at any time after twit years notice; and it hi not to be 
presumed that the Company would have ventured by withholding their consent, 
to oppose any -■!’ the wislies or even whims of the crown, and thereby imperilled 
their veiy existence. However, the Company may have felt they acted wisely 
in refraining from remonstrance, and allo wing Bir Ed ward Micbelborne to make 
the most of his license. Though he covered his design with the name of tnule. 
Ilia whole conduct allowed that his only object was to enrich himself by priva* 
tee ring, in this he so signally toiled ax t-► give the Company the best security 
that no such licensee would again l>e grunted, 

Thw The third voyage—undertaken on a subscription of £53,500, of which 

<123,560 was expended in equipping three skips, the Drayon, the /feetor, and 
the Consent; 17280 on goody, uid £17*600 in bullion—sailed m IbOT, under 
tbe command of Capelin Keeling The Consent, a ship "f 115 tons burden, 
commands 1 by Captain David Middleton, was first despatched* and made tbe 
voynge by hcreeif without afterwarvb joining her cemponiona. Weighing 
anchor from Tilbury Hojws on the I2£b of March, she made a. prusperouj 
voyage Lo the Cape of Good Hope, which was doubled on the 30th of July, 
and reached Bantam Hoad on the I tth of November. Having here lauded 
the iron and lead which formed the cargo, refitted lhe whip, and taken in 
some goods for barter. Captain Middleton sailed for the Moluccas, which he 
reached in t h ■ - beginning of January. If OS. After experiencing cutisiJerctbli! 
ntatrurtion from tbe Portuguese, who, ns a condition of trading, insisted that 
he should join them in their hostilities! against the Dutch, he set sail without 
having obtained a enrgo, but had the good fortune, while yfF the Likud of 
i r BotUong, neat the south-east extremity of the Cofebe* to fall in with it Java 
junk laden with doves from Amboyna The muster Lif the junk gifired hn§ 
whole cargo far sale, awl Middleton purchased for £2943, 15 a, a quantity 
which was nfterwards sold in England for t36.2&7. The object of ids voyage 
] laving been thus aecomplidicd, he liable lad hack to the factory at Bun turn, 
Landed the supercargoes who had tuxomponied him to the Moluccas, and then 
set sail for England, which he reached in December* 

The Dragon and Sector, the one commanded by Captain Keeling as m lmlr .il, 
and the ether hv Captain Hawkins, quitted tbe Downs on tin; 1st of April* 
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160? and eULtnuitaring very tempestuous weather, during which many of the 
erevr became diseased. took shelter in Sierra Leone, doubtful whether to prose¬ 
cute (Jie voyage or retrace their steps to Kiiglftml Tits bolder course was 
ultimately adopted; and, 
niter doubling the Otpe, t he 
voyage Wag continued north¬ 
wards along the east coast 
■ ►I" Africa ai far as the island 
of Socotra, where 2400 I l>s 
of aloes were purchased at 
the rate of 5 lbs. for a dollar. 

The two ships afterwards 
separated, Captain Hawkins 
iumceeding directly to Surat 
with the ifeetor, which was thus the first vessel of the Coni puny that anchored in 
a port of the continent of India; while Ca[itaiii Keeling, in the Dragon, pursued 
the track taken by his predecessor*, and after idling at Priivman in Sumatra, 
and taking in some pepper, passed the Straits of Sunda, and anchored in the 
nmd of Ban tain on the oth of October, It had been resolved that the Dragon, 
in consequence of lit-r iiTwctkf&ctory condition, should forthwith ho despatched 
to England with (die cargo which Imd been procured ; but before she sailed a 
vessel hove in .night and proved to be the Ufdor She had been rather unfor- 
i incite, for the Portuguese had attacked her, captured eighteen of her crew, 
i unhiding some nf the factors, and s eiz ed her good* to the value of 9000 dollars. 
Captain Hawkins, however, had found the pmsfiect of opening n trade at 
Herat so promising that he bad preferred to remain ashore, and send forward 
the vessel under the command of his first officer. The arrangement wna$ -*o far 
ppcMt ime thur Captain Keeling, who, by the departure of the Dragon might 
haw been left without a command. immediately assumed the command of the 
LItrior, and proceeded with her, on the 1st of January, 1609, for the Moluccas. 

The Dutch were now carrying on their trade with great spirit, and made no 
secret of their determination, as soon na they should establish their supremacy 
in the 'Spice Islands to exclude all others fnmi trailing to them. Captain 
Keeling in im single vessel found it unppraihle to resist their arbitrary pro- 
eeediugs, and was obliged to curry on a precarious trade under a kind nf 
ignominious sufferance lit- succeeded, however, in obtaining a cargo of pepper, 
cloven and nutmegs, and, returning to Bantam, prepared for the homeward 
voyage Before departing, he placed the factory there ttpOR a more regular 
footing than before The salaries allowed strikingly illustrate the ecountuicftl 
and oven sordid spirit in which the Comjurny mode their first arniogem£nt&, 
Augustine Spalding, lhe factor, received £50 a year. The. other officials were 
paid mail tidy, as billows. —Francis Kelly, surgeon, £2, 5a; John Parsons, 30®,; 
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A.D. wo. Robert () Neill, 29s.; Augustine Ad well. 24s.; Etheldred Lampre and William 
Driver. 20s. each; William Wilson, 22s.: William Lam well and Philip Bad- 
neilg. 16s. each, Frandsco Domingo, 12s.; Juan Seram and A < Irian, IDs. each. 
The Hector reached the Downs in safety on the 9th of May, 1610 Before she 
arrived, two other voyages had been titled out. The one, which is ranked as 
the fourth of the Company, had a subscription of £33,000. and was confined to 
two vessels, the A tee union and the Union. It proved a total loss, the former 
vessel having been wist away in the Gulf of Cambay while attempting to make 
*ojK^ ,lt ^ ur *^ urat » a,1 ‘l the hitter, after arriving in the East, and trading with some 
success at Acheen and Prinman, luiviug been wrecked as she was returning in 
the Bay of Biscay. The other voyage, asually classed as the fifth of the Com¬ 
pany, though properly only a branch of the thin] already described, was more 
fortunate. It consisted only .of a single vessel, the Expedition, for which the 
subscription was £13.700 It sailed on the 24th of April, 1609, under the com¬ 
mand of Captain David Middleton, who had previously made the successful 
voyage in the Convent; and after reaching Bantam on the 7th of December, 
continued onwards to the Moluccas, where, notwithstanding the opposition of 
the Dutch, he managed, with considerable dexterity, to obtain a valuable cargo, 
and bring it safely home to England This voyage, thrown into one account 
with the third, yielded the largest return which the Company had yet obtained, 
the clear profit <ni both voyages being no less tlian 234 per cent 
ouueu. to The result of these experimental voyages imide it impossible to doubt tluit 
tommwd. under the Company’s cliarter a most lucrative trade might be established There 
were, however, several formidable obstacles in the way. Among the Eastern 
islands the Dutch were attempting to establish a supremacy, under which they 
evidently meant to exclude all other nations from any sliare in the spice trade; 
while the Portuguese, by their conduct at Surat, had shown that Wore the 
English could ho|>e to traffic with any port on the continent of India they must 
be prepared to repel force by force In future, therefore, it would be necessary 
for the Company to carry on their operations on a larger scale, and employ 
vessels which, while mainly adapted for mercantile purposes, might at the same 
time be able to maintain their ground against any enemy that should presume 
to attack them In order to accomplish this, additional subscriptions were 
required; but it was doubtful il these would be forthcoming so long as the con¬ 
duct of the monarch left it doubtful whether he considered liimself bound by the 
cliarter which his predecessor Imd granted. Ills conduct in giving a license to 
Sir Edward Michel borne justified suspicion; and it was therefore almost vain to 
hope that new risks would be run until assurance was given that he was pre¬ 
pared to recognize the validity of the cliarter by adopting it as his own personal 
^ Accordingly, in 1609, when of course six years of the original fifteen 
were still unexpired, the Company succeeded in obtaining from King James a 
new charter so nearly identical in its terms with that of his predecessor that a 
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pepnrafo analysis of it Is altogether superfluous. The only points deserving of a d. mo 
notice are, that while the number of members specially muned in Queen 
Elizabeth s charter amounted to 218, in that of King James it is increased to 
276; that the provisions against interlopers nre rendered more stringent, by 
an authority given to the Company to seize and confiscate the ships and goods 
of contraband traders in any places, whether within the British dominions 
or not, provided they lie places where the “Company, their factors and 
ministers, shall trade and traffic by virtue of these our letters-juitents •/' and 
that the duration of the privileges of the charter, instead of being restricted 
to fifteen years, and a conditional renewal for other fifteen after the former 
should have expired, is made perpetual This last clause loses much of its 
apparent imjiortance by a subsequent provision, in which full power is reserved 
to the crown to recall the charter at any time “after three years' warning." 

In the preamble to this charter, King James declared that he had found •»<*«—« 
by certain experience, that the continuance of the said Company and trade will tp-w n— 
not only lie a very great honour to us, our heirs anil successors, and to our realm '** rWr 
and dominions, hut also in many respects profitable unto us nnd our common¬ 
wealth. In tills declaration, as well us in the provisions of the charter itself, 
there was certainly an additional security that the exclusive privileges of the 
Company would not be rashly infringed. To this it may have been partly 
owing that the subscription for the sixth voyage was tin* largest that had yet 
l*»on made, amounting to £82,000, Three vessels were fitted out, one of them, 
the Tfades Increase, of 1000 tons burden; and the command was given to Sir 
Henry Middleton, who had made the second voyage. He set sail in the spring 
of 1610, arrived in Sa lda n ha Bay on the 24th of July, and, after doubling the 
Caj»e. sailed northward** to the island of Socotra. It would seem that the Red 
Sea, and not India, was the original destination; for the commander, instead 
of continuing his course across the Indian Ocean, left the Pepper-Corn, the 
second largest of his vessels, at Aden, and then steered for Mocha, where he 
was induced to believe a ready market would l>e found for all his merchandise. 

At Alien he luid been unable to procure a pilot, and had ventured for some 
distance within the Straits of Babelmandeb without one. At last two Arabs Pro««iii*» 
came nlioanL professing great skill in navigation. Having l»een intrusted with 
the pilotage, they ran the Trades Increase on a sandbank shortly after the 
town of Mocha had been descried The subsequent proceei lings leave little 
doubt that it was wilfully done. 

Sir Henry Middleton seems to linve been Utile qualified for his command 
\Y hen the ship could not be got offi the most valuable port of her csirgo was 
sent ashore with the view of lightening her. He afterwards landed with many 
of his people without taking any precautions for safety, and as soon as the 
Aral** had completed their treacherous preparations, found himself a prisoner 
in their hands. Ultimately, after losing many of his men and remaining a 
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considerable time in captivity, lie obtained Ills release,, recovered his sliipuj. and 
sailed for Surat, the rood of which was reached trn the 26tli of September, 
161L Here lie found u Portuguese stjuivlroix consisting of seven frigates 
lying outalile, and of thirteen Etnaller vessels inside the bar, They had heard 
of his arrival in the Bed Sea, and, though the English were not then at war 
with Portugal, now made him aware that they disputed hi* right to trade 
at Surat, ami would not even allow him to communicate with the Englkhjneu 
who had been left there by Captain Haw king. This arbitrary proceeding the 
Portuguese admiral justified on the ground that he was invested with the office 
of captain-major, an office which made him guardian of all tin- pruts in the 
north of India., and warranted him in seizing all vessels which presumed to 
trade with arty of them without his carta or permit, Arrogant as t-Eiia claim 
appears, it is not to lie denied that the possession of it by the Portuguese had 
long been recognised even by the native courts; and tlmt therefore the captain- 
major, whose income was chiefly derived from the fees paid for these permits, 
had, if not justice, at least prescription on his side, when he insisted that the 
English v.-.-ek should retire if they could not produce a letter from the King of 
Spain, or his viceroy at Goa r authorizing them to trade. The peace existing 
at this time Letween Spain, Portugal and England £0 far from weakening 
rather strengthened, the captain-major's didm, l*ecause the charter of the 
Company exp ready prohibited them fin >m encroaching on the rights actually 
posseted by friendly European powers. On the other hand, it may be argued 
that the prohibitory clause in the charter applied only to the actual possession 
of place.#, and never could have been meant to recognize a rigid which, pushed 
to it* extreme, would have warranted the Portuguese in excluding all other 
nations from traffic with any [mi of the continent of India Such a right 
would have nutde the Company's charter little better than waste paper; and 
we cannot therefore wonder that Sir Henry Middleton at once declared his 
determination not to recognize it 

In the correspondence which ensued lie told the captain-major that he had 
been sent by the King of England with a letter and rich present to the Great 
Mogul, in order to establish the trade which his countrymen had already com¬ 
menced; and flint, as India was a country free to all nations, and neither the 
Mogul nor his people were under vassalage, he was determined to persevere, at 
all hazards, and, if necessary, to repel force by force. When be gave this 
answer hq was in the belief that an extensive and lucrative trade had been, or 
was about to be established by the Company at Surah but the information 
which he shortly after received convinced him that, for the present, all idea, of 
establishing such a trade must be abandoned. 

it has been already mentioned that Captain Hawkins, who eDinninmhd the 
Hector in the Company's third voyage, had, on arriving at Surat, found the 
prospect so iluttering that he gave up the command to Ids first officer, and, 
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ordering the vessel to proceed for Bantam, revived to leawm for the purpose of 

establishing n fedsmy. He hud brought a letter fom the King of England to-” 

the Great Mogul, and bettered lie could not do better than proceed to Ag tu and 
deliver it in pemon. 1'Jie character in which he proceeded was somewhat, 
atol iigiiuufl; though he speaks of himself as an ambassador, he does not seem 
to have been iurmshed with liis powers. HLs credentials, however, wore deemed 
sufficient; mid his reception at court won so gracious that lie was soon regarded 
oh one of its leading favourites The reigning Mogul at this time was Selim, 
the eldest son of the great AJcber, whose latter days had been so embittered by 
his induct that he had made nn ineffectual attempt to disinherit hinv On 
njuTmting the throne iu I G0A t Selim had assumed the pompous title of Jehangir, 

OT Conqueror of the World hut did nothing to justify iL He was, in fhet, jl 
isipricious tyrant, of low* dissolute hiihite, who owed his continued possession of 
tlu 1 crown, not to any talent or virtue in himself hut to the respect entertained 
ii>r Jus fathers memory* and the good order which* during his long reign, had 
I fecit established in every part of the empire. 

Hawkins, who must have had some previous knowledge of the Mogul's n " ti|w 
chiLmcter, anil ronld not have been long at court without obtaining a thorough 
insight into it. ought to have been upon his guard; but, elated with the bum- jiV^a 
llarity to which he wae admitted* he deluded himself with the idea that he was 
; 1 out tn make his fortune. Not long after bis arrival* which took place 16th 
April, 1609, Jeliaagir, after promising to grant all the privileges of trade which 
he naked fur the Company, proposed that he should remain permanently with 
him* as the English representative, at a salary which was to begin at £3200 and 
imren-i- yearly. The bolt was tempting* and Hawkins at mice * wallowed it 
HL* motive* are best explained by himself in il tetter addressed to bis employers* 

1, trusting upon Jus promise, and seeing it was leneficiall Wit to my nation 
ami ii tv.--he, being dispossessed of the benefit which l should have reaped. if 1 had 
gone to Bantam, and that after ladle n douron of yceres, your worshijuit would 
send another iwm of sort in my place, in the mmne time I should feather my 
m-rtflt mid do you service; and further* pemciving great injuries offered us, by 
reason the king is so farro from tin ports, for all w hich causes s!h>Vc Rptsified, 

I slid not think it amiss to yield unto his request n 

^ ben lie hud thus yielded, he began to feel some of the inconvenicners of 
court favour. Being regarded as a mere upstart. Ids elevation gave umluwgu ten 
tunny of tin- nobility* while sevend Portuguese Jesuits, who piissei&ed oonai- 
dciuble influence m Agra, intrigued with the greatest Bf ft l mul pensevt mnee 
lor the purpose of defeating the great object of his mission* In these intrigues 
they were flo unscrupulous that Hawkins thought be had sufficient proof uf u 
conspiracy to jhiIsoii him. Being still high in favour, he stated his team to 
Jehnngir, who proposed ft rather curious remedy, "The king," he says, "was a«>^* 
very earnest with me Lu take a white may den out of Ids palace/ promising that iwui. 
Vol, L 32 
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He J< would, give Lor nil tilings necessary, with slaves, 1 ' that “ shee should tome 
Christian,," and “Iv tiiis iiitmies niv iHtMtM and dniikts should hfl luokfid ini 1 * by 
them, and I should live without feare Hawkins objected U> the maiden pro- 
poted, ,f iii regard she vm a Moore,' 1 hut he added. M if so bee there could bee a 
Christum found, 1 would accept it Jeluingtr took him at Lift word, ami pro¬ 
duced the orphan daughter of an. Armenian Christian, a captain who liad been 
highly esteemed by Akbar, W I little thought, says Hawkins. f a Christians 
daughter could bee found f but now, M I seeing she was of so honest a descent* 
]saving passed my word to the king, could not withstand my fortunes. AN litre- 
fore- 1 tooke her; and for want of a minister, before Christian witnesses 1 mar- 
ryed her ; the priest was my man Nicholas, which I thought had beene lawful!, 
till I met with a preacher that came with Sir Henry Middleton, and lsee 
shewing mee the error, 1 was newly marryed AgKUte; sc ever after 1 lived 
content and without feare, slice being willing to goe where 1 went, and live as 
I lived." 

i'n-r-Mi ■ This marriage, though entered into under unpromising dnuimstances, appr-ars 

-,r rUwUj.u to have proved happy, if so, it was the only good thing which Captain Haw¬ 
kins obtained at Agra Instead of being able, ns he had hoped, to feather his 
nest, he ultimately found that he had only been building castles in the air. The 
salary promised him was never paid; and courtiers, bribed, by the Portuguese, 
having succeeded in convincing Jebnngir that a breach with them would prove 
more pernicious & league with the English promised to be beneficial, the 
tickle and mi principled monarch cauetdled all t be premised he hud made of con¬ 
ferring commercial privileges on the English, and left Haw kins to find his way 
to the coa&t as he l>est coni'L 

Hrtoflirf Such w as the information which made Sir Henry Middleton despair of being 

‘J L kl !r> l Sl able to establish a factory at Surat. If he had continued to have any doubts on 
the subject, they would have been dissipated by the natives themselves, who, 
while they assured him of their anxiety to trade, COtlihafled that so long the 
Portuguese retained their ascendency, they durst not venture to incur their 
displeasure Their advice therefore was* that the English vessels should quit 
Surat for the port of Gogo, in the Gulf of Cambay, where, it wu said, the Por¬ 
tuguese would be less likely to interfere, Sir Henry Middleton hud another 
plan In view’; and. after sncceeding in taking on hoard Captain Hawkins 
and lih§ wife, who had arrived from Agra, and the Englishmen who had been 
left at Surat, called a council tor the purpose of determining their future course. 
At this council, says Sir Henry, Ji l propounded whether it were best togoe from 
hence directly for Priaxmm, Bantam, &c, or to return e to the Bed Sea, there to 
ineete with such Indian shtppes as should be bound thither; and tor that they 
would not dcale with us at their ovme doores, wee having come so far with 
commodities fitting their countric,nowhere else in India vendable, 1 tinitight we 
should doe ourselves some right, and them no wrong, to cause them barter with 
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us—wee to take their indioocs atuI other goods of theirs as they wore worth, \ d. im, 
and they to take nms in lieu thereof" The latter proposal, though currying 
injustice find spoliation cm the very face of it. was mmriimcmsJy preferred by .the **>*■“* 
council; and die ship of a Company, invested by Lite crown with exclusive 
privileges for the purpose of carrying on a legitimate trade, deliberately set out 
on a marauding expedition which virtually mode every man connected with it 
a pirate 

While Sir Henry Middleton was thus detaining and riding all the vessels 
fnun India which were so unfortunate as to fall Into his hands, other three 
vessels —the Cfavt?, mid Thamas —fitted out under the auspices of the 

Company, sailed from England on the ISth of April, 1611, under the command 
of Captain John Saris, Like those which Sir Henry commanded, their first 
destination was the Red Sea As a means of securing a favourable reception at 
the different ports with which trade might be attempted, a firman or pass had 
been obtained from the sultan at Constantinople, by the intervention of the with» 
English ambassador there. In this document, addressed to all tlie 41 great vice- ^2^* 
roys ami begierbegs who are on the way (both by sea and land), from my most 
happy and hiqiertnl throne, to the confines of the East Indies," they are strictly 
enjoined " kindly and courteously to entertain rind receive the merchants and 
subjects of Great Britain, coming or passing through or bv any of our dominions, 
with a view to trade to the territories of Yemen, Aden, and Mocha, and the parts 
adjoining, by assisting and relieving them with all things necessary for them¬ 
selves, their men. anl shipsand. in general, by yielding unto them “such offices 


of benevolence and 
humanity as shall be 
meet and convenient 
to be yielded unto 
honest men and stran¬ 
gers undertaking w 
long and painful a 
voyage.” 

Fortified with this 
recommended on, Ga p- 
tnin Saris had. antici¬ 
pated little difficulty 
in ripening a traffic 
with the subjects of 
the sultan in the Red 
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yen, and was therefore mortified when, on arriving at the islan d eJ Socotra, he m* 4i»^ 
received a tetter which had bofln left by .Sir Henry Middleton, acquainting him iS"!^ 
with his proceedings and warning him against Turkish treachery. Though his , ^ T M t4 
hopes of peaceful trade were now faint be determined to test the ufficaey of his 
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IU ' im* firman, and with that view sailed directly fur Mitclia Hh reception was 
Hieuuraging; ami, byjttdirious management and the exercise of forbesLnince, ]-ast 
jealousies and fairs might have lieeii forgot ten; but there seem* to have Wen 
little sincerity on eitherside, find Sari* on meeting with some ol ■atim-tn ms, hastily 
<|uiu^.-il the port and returned to the Straits of BabeLnumdeb. Here bo found 
Six Hen] v Middleton engaged in pillaging, and instead of re pud biting his pro¬ 
ceedings, wn« tempted to become u nlmrer in them. Sir Henry’* account of the 
'-‘rwwffi^ir 1Et!Wnr ^ , y tfOmpnct for roniagiiig the Indian ships" is as follow*;—-"At last wc 
JJ* 1 aud sealed it in writings intcrdmngeahkv that he should have one-third 

part of what should }>e taken, paving for the same ns 1 did, for the service of 
his three ships in the notion: leaving the disposing of tiiu ships afterward to me, 
who had snstayned the wrong*" 

U hen, by means of those violent proceedings, flimflQy disguised under the 
name of barter, the depredator* had possessed themselves of a sufficient quantity 
* s f Surat doth* and other Indian goods, for which a ready market could be found 
in the Eastern Archipelago, they set sail In that direction Sir Henry Middleton 
was again unfortunate; and after learning that the IWe* htcwle, which he 
hail ordered to follow white lie went forward with the Pippin Com. had been 
wrecked hn a coral reef, died broken-hearted at the isle of Mndtian one of the 
Moluccas Oaptjdn Saris, after spending some time in the same group, sailed 
2K? fiir tht isl '^ nf Jn P an ' wbere tlu) Company had resolved to establish a factory. 
j,p«i. On the 11 th of June, Hi 13, he cast anchor near Firarida Though he found the 
Dutch already i nwto fl ed , and disposed, not only to watch, but to thwart hi* 
proceedings, a letter from the King of England, and a valuable present to the 
emperor* procured him a favourable reception, and he had little difficulty in 
making Arrangements for permanent trade, 'Hie voyage commanded by Sir 
Henry Middleton, nofcwitbstenrling the loss of the Trade 4 /m-m-ryielded 
121 per cent, that by Captain Sari* 21$ per cent But it is evident fre m lL, 
above account of their proceedings, that these returns have no title whatever to 
be classed, ns they usually are, under the head of mercantile profit* 

S5f Ak>,lt the ™ e llaw wheo 'M'rtji Saris set out on Ids voyage, a single 
mm™- ve88e1 ' Hie 01 oU [m l been despatched from England, under the ctunmaml of 
Capteiii Anthony ffipfjon. Her coarse, differing considerably from that which 
kvl hitherto been followed, deserves to be traced After touching at the Puint- 
d^Gnlh, on the intend of Ceylon, the Globe, instead of pnaseditig Erectly to 
Bantam, turned northward into the Buy of Bengal, and followed the line of the 
Coromandel const, which wars thus visited by a Company ship for the first time, 
though it hod long before bean frequented by both rimPortuguese and Dutch! 
On arriving at Pnlicat, Captain Hippon. with the sanction -if the native 
authorities, sent some of his people ashore, and was making arraagemeqte for 
trade when the president of the Dutch factory, producing a document said to 
have been executed by the King of Gokoudu, and inferring the exdnrive 
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privilege ul trudu on tlio-wj who lm> 1 iwival L'riiiiv Maurices permit, piTemp- *_p, 151 * 
torily ordered them to depart Captain Hippon, though little dispel to vieM 
obedience to ttiis arrogant mandate, waft nut in a etmijitioti to dispute it, more 
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especially as ho waft anxious to take advantage of the approaching monsoon. 

Htr therefore proceeded north as far aa Manulipatam, leaving some of his people 
®3 the nucleus of a factory at Feta [Kill, situated on the coast at some distance 
siaitli of that town, and then shaped bis course for Bantam, which was reached 
on the 26th of April, 1612. From Bantam the Globe proceeded first to Patuiiv, 
rm the east coast of the peninsula of Malacca, and then to Sl ant, establishing 
fachtries at botli. U 11 the hotnewnrd voyage Hasulipatam and EVlicnt were 
again visited In this way, though in very humble beginnings, a foundation 
was laid for that intercourse vritli the Bay of Bengal which w.u* afterwards to 
be so largely developed, and to yield such magnificent results* 

The efforts of the Company, which had hitherto lnvn of on experim ental anil 
very desultory character, had certainly dnne little to justify their title to a in*ki-j a* 
charter width invested them with the exclusive privilege of trading so nearly 
thmj quartern of the globe* In the Eastern ides, to which they had at first 
resorted, they were complexly overborne by the Dutch, and were barely able 
to maintain a precarious existence!; in the Bed Sea, in which, without any great 
temptation, they had rather invidiously endeavoured to carry off n share of the 
tniJlic which properly belonged to the Turkey Company, they had not only 
failed, hut recklessly ilaniaged their mercantile character hy exhibiting them* 
selves a? lawless depredators; and on the whole continent of India there was 
not it si ng le port at which they hud obtained a permanent £ w il ing. Hud Queen 
Eliza lie til lieeu spared to reign, the uflhirs of the t 'ompaiiy would in all proba¬ 
bility have presented n very different appearance, She had exited, in granting 
the charter, that the Company would at least rival, if not outstrip the Dutch; 
and, before the result of the first voyage was known, had, in n letter from which 
we haw already quoted, upbraided the directors with their sluggishness in not 
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prep;iring for a second, Such being her feelings, slic wJuld doubtless have 
insisted that the Company should either cany ou their operations on a grander 
scjde. or resign their exclusive privileges. Had they chosen the funner alter¬ 
native, she would have hacked them with all the power of her government, 
fmd they would have had no reason to complain of unredressed injuries by 
Dutch or Portuguese. Very ditfereut was the conduct of King James, whose 
ptttdDiiniinHy only encouraged aggression, and left the Company unaided to 
battle with their formidable opponents To this cause, doubtless, is mainly to 
lie Ascribed the unsatisfactory progress which the Company had yet made. In 
almost every' port which they visited, they found European rivals prepared tJi 
nmlermine Lhem by intrigue, or crush them by open violence. 

The course which the Company ought to have taken m such drcu instances 
is very obvious, though it was long before they summoned, courage to adopt it 
[Extend of sending out a few struggling vessels, which were unprovided with 
the means of repelling insult and outrage* they should have fitted out a fleet, 
And armed it fully with all the munitions of war Some such resolution appears 
ui have been adopted in prewiring for the eighth voyage, w hich consisted of the 
Djitfjon and Ho$e<tnder. or Osiandtt', afterwards joined by the James and 
Solomon, and was commanded by Captain Thomas Best, The two first vessels 
sidled from Gravesend on the 1st of February, 1612, and arrived in the Smdly 


or road of Surat in the 1 beginning of September. Notwithstanding the di.n- 
conraging account given by Captain Hawkins. little difficulty was found in 
opening a communication with the town; nnd Mr. Kerri Age, who npptara to 
have been a factor in the Os{':mdft\ was soon able to put Captain Best in 
possession of a sealed certificate giving the English authority to trade. As it 
wanted some of the requisite formalities, some doubte were entertaintd .*f its 
validity, and before these were solved the Portuguese again made their appear, 
mico. Besides an immense fleet of merchantmen, numbering 200 sail, and giving 
a striking idea of the extent of trade which the Portuguese musl then have 
carried on with the north coast of India, there were four war galleons, which 
had cam e with the avowal determination of expelling the English, Captain 
Best was well prepared for them, and deeming it mmeoeasaty to wait till he 
was attodfced, at once assumed the offensive. On the 29th of November, placing 
IhmseEf in the Dmgon, about two cables' length from the Portuguese vice* 
admiral, the depth of water not allowing him to go nearer. “ I b^an,” he says, 
"to play upon him with both great and small shot that by an houra we had 
well peppered hint ’ The following day the fight w;^ renewed, and with still 
more success on the part of the English, who again defeated the Portuguese, mid 
drove ■* three of their foure ehippes on ground on the sands thwart of the Barre 
of Surat" These having again been got off. the Portuguese attempted repeatedly 
to repair their disgrace* but always with the same result 
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fikr more effectual tlinn their previous attempts at negotiation* and Jebangir, 
becoming aa mixiuiis to secure their ahi&tice as he hud previously been indif¬ 
ferent or nverse to it, entered into :\, treaty in regular form. The principal 
clauses in this treaty were:—That the English aliould Lave full freedom of trade 
in his dominions; that their persona, while ashore, should be protected from 
tiie Portuguese; that their imports should pay only 3| per cent as customs; 
that in cases of death no fees should be dmminded, and the gpculfl of the 
deceased should be delivered up to the first English ships which might subse¬ 
quently arrive; that in cases of wrong, redress should be speedily obtained; and 
i hat nn English ambassador should be received, and permitted to reside at the 
Mogul court. This important treaty was finally delivered, with much formality, 
to Captain Best at Sw&fly, on the 6th of February, 1613. 

A great object had now been gained, The Portuguese claim to control the 
trade had been expressly disowned by the Great Mogul himself and a permanent 
footing had been, secured in several Large commercial emporiums, where consi¬ 
derable a des of English goods could be made on favourable terms, mid an 
unlimited supply obtained of the goods best fitted both for the home market 
and for bitter siguinst the spices of the Indian Archipelago. The affaire of the 
Company thus assumed a more promising appearance than they had ever 
presented before, and capital for future investments l*cgnn to flow into their 
coffers. It was scarcely possible that, in these circumstances, the desultory 
mode of management hitherto pursued could be continued; smd in the determi¬ 
nation announces 1 by the directors to abandon the system of separate adven¬ 
tures, and trade in future on a joint stock, we set* nothing more than a necessary 
result of their altered and improved |.position. 

The resolution to trade in future on a joint stock, under the immediate 
management of the Company, must have been favourably received, as a sum 
of -£429,000 was raised for the purpose, and apportioned in fitting out four 
voyages, which wore to sail successively in the years 1613, 1614, 1015, and 
i6I0. The fleets wore larger than bad l een previously employed: the first 
two consisting of eight vessels each, the third of six, and the fourth ->f seven 
The voyages themselves possess little interest; but the results, though not so 
extravagant ns when they were swelled by the spoliation of native ships, were 
mi the whole satisfactory, as the average return of profit was 85"i per cent 
The must important incidents which occurred during the porfomumce of these 
voyages were—a now encounter with the Portuguese in the road of Swnlly* in 
January, 1615, when a large fleet, under the command of the Viceroy of Goa, 
in person, having wantonly attacked the English, was signally defeated, with 
the loss of 350 men ; & declaration of war between the Portuguese and the 
Great Mogul and a consequent strengthening of the English alliance with the 
latter; and the arrival of Sir Thomas Roc, invested with full powers to act as 
ambassador from the Ring of England 
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This embassy, undertaken in aceoreUmec with on® of the stipulations in the 
treaty above mentioned, had the interest of the Company iiminly for its "hjeet. 
anti was therefore maintained entirely at their expense. Sir Thwakfl Hoo 
arrived in the end of ]<315. and continued to be ft resident at the Mogul court 
till the end of iClft, Though Iris recognized character, and the judicious, 
manner in which he acted, gave him much more influence than I lavvkims. it 
is imjressabte to read his journal without being satisfied that the Company, in 
employing an amhiu&adur hi all, had committed » blunder Points of etiquette 
which his position as smibiissador would not allow him to yield, were apt to 
bring him into eullLiiuii with the Mogul himself, or the higher members of his 
court; and he gave it as his derided opinion, that as the object of his mission 
wins only mercantile, a native agent duty authorized, and maintained at an 
expense of 1100 a-year, would secure it better than ten ambassadors 

While thus candidly condemning the p dice which Imd mode him ainbassi 
dor Sir Thomas Roe lost no opportunity of furthering the interests of the 
i .Viinpany ; and on severe.1 u.-ttarions. by counterworking intriguers, and obtaining 
redress of grievances, undoubtedly uonteiInited to place the English trade on a 
stable footing, ami prepare it for the Larger development which it in last 
received Still, it most be confessed that the most valuable service which he 
rendered, was in writing a journal which makes ns intimately acquainted witli 
all his transactions, and contains a most graphic ikscr5p.tii.UL nf Ji.-Ljigir and his 
court The subject has been already alluded to when mentioning the adven¬ 
tures of Captain Hawkins; but the- info nidation of the jouttwd. jl* well ns that 
derived from other sources, will justify some additional details 

Jehangir, after succeeding bis father in 1605, made great professions of 
moderation, hut his fad habits soon res urn -1 their ascendency ; and In the second 
year of bis reign, on the suppression «>f n rebellion, headed by his eldest son 
Khusroo, ’who claimed the throne an tlitj nominee of Ids grandfather Akber, lie 
gave full scope to his h-rueity, by ordering 70 l) of the captured rebels to he 
impaled in a line leading from the gate of Lahore In the sixth year uf hta 
reign : 3'61 lb be contracted n marriage with JS'ur JeliAii, a celebrated beauty, 
whose husband had perished in ddetidlqg his honour ngaiimt Jdmngirs in¬ 
triguer This event gave a colour to his future reign. Her ascendency over 
him. was unbounded, and was employed by her less unworthily than might 
have been anticipated In early life he had become excessively addicted to wine 
and opium, and while Hawkins resided at his court, was so completely endaved 
by tills vicious lmllit, tlmt his daily routine m described a> follows:—■■ His 
prayers being ended, foure or five sorted of very well dressed and routed meats 
are brou^t him, of which, as he pleased, he cateth a hit to stay his dtouuufat 
drinking once of Ids strong drinke Then he cometh fortlie kite u private 
rKune, where none can coma hut such as himself noniiiuitetk In this place 
he drinketh other five cupfuls, which is the portion that the physicians alot 
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him This done he eaterth opium, ;md then he urheth, and being in the height ad. iriir. 
of his drinks lie laycih him down® to sleep, every mun departing to Lis owue 
home; and after he hath slept two Injures, they awake him and bring Ills 
.supper to him* at which time he is not able to Iced himselfe, hut, it is thrufite 
into Ids mouth by others- and this is about one of tlie docks, and then he 
sleepeth the rest of the night/' 

The government of such a disgusting drunkard could not Ini well conducted; " 

and though the admi nist rati vo fcaJenta of his wife, Nur Jchan, and the military 
prowess of his son. Prince Khnrmm, afterwards better known by his title of 
Shah Jehan. prevented the confusion which must otherwise have taken place, 
the court was a scene of constant intrigue, ami corruption was rampant in 
©very brunch of the public service. Such was the state of matters when Sir 
Thomas Roe arrived. On HrA landing at Surat, he found the governor enrich¬ 
ing himself by seizing the goods of merchants, arid insisting on their being sold 
to him at prices of his OWH living On advancing into the interior, he was 
everywhere struck with signs of devastation and neglect; and on his read dug 
the court, though tie could not but be struck with the magnificence which 
surrounded the monarch, as he sat on liis throne all covered with diamonds, 
pearls, and rabies. Ids admission to the drinking parties above described, when, 
with the exception of himself and a few grave personage^, scarcely an individual 
remained sober, soon convinced him how little dependence could be placed on any 
arrangements that could be made with one who wag so little master of himself 

Even at the time of Sir Thomas Roe's residence, Jehangirs sons, convinced JUi«wsrt 

iLiB."h 

that bis drunken habits must speedily terminate his life, bad begun to intrigue 
for the succession; 
and yet, such was 
the strength of his 
constitution, that 
his reign was pro¬ 
longed for other ten. 
years, and did not 
terminate till 1627. 

During part of this 
time, indeed* he 
could scarcely be 
Wild to possess the 
throne, as his sons 
were openly at war 

either with him or with each other; anti the year before be died, he was some 
months a prisoner In the hands of one of his generals. On regaining his liberty, 
he set out on bis annual visit to Cashmere, but had not long arrived lie fore he 
was seize'1 with a violent illness* mid died on the way back to Lahore. 

Vol, I* 



33 




HISTORY UF INDIA, 


l Booe lit 


A.U. HUT. 


UiSimiiiin tj 
IfStllL 


TJiiff 
eUaliuai In 
1 'x-nix 


CGQuir* 
with Um 
Partnpt^** 


25s 


CHAPTER II. 

Frojivsi fcf the Cam pinny's trade - Froc^lin^ in ill" P'.t-l;ui Gulf—Xev,- J^>1 fi t nlijtk—Arr-J L r inent 
wtth lisa Dutch—The council of defence-^The niaEsacrts of Aciboyna. 

0 V the treaty with the Great Mogul the Company had not only 
gained full access to the continent of India, hilt been nablod to 
arrange a regular coarse of interchanges, from which a great 
increase of mercantile profits was anticipated At Surat, though 
the sales of English iinports were limited, reasonable purchases 
emit! l«‘ made of the cloths and other goods which were in great demand at 
Bantam ami other stations established in the Indian Archipelago, and could, in 
consequence, he advantageously exchanged against pepper and other apiece, 
wJsieh were at first regarded a$ the most important staples of the Eastern trade 
With the view of extending these exchanges, other stations along the coast of 
India were gradually adopted, and the of the Company began regular! v 

to frequent sdl the leading porta In it Ex on the Malabar and the Coromandel 
coasts and still farther north to the months of the Ganges. 

The ample scope for traffic thus afforded was more than sufficient to give 
full employment for all the capital which the Company had yet been able to 
raise; but their ambition appeals always to have been larger than their mean* 
and they resolved to turn their attention to Persia. An important trade with 
this conn try had long been carried on by the Levant Company, but war had 
l*Cgun to i“igc between the Turks and Persians, and the usual clmnneJ of inter 
eoui^ti being thus interrupted, it was resolved to take advantage of the t-Lrcum 
stance, and endeavour permanently to transfer the trade from the Levant to 
the Persian Gulf The attempt thus to interfere with the monopoly of another 
British bartered company was rather ungenerous- and it may have beta partly 
tm ibis account that Sir Thomas Uoe not frrdy dwidedly disappinved of it. but 
endeavoured on his own responsibility, to prevent it from being earned into 
effect. The fluttering representations of the fnctois of Surat, however, pmwfled; 
and a vessel wan despatched to the port of Task, situated a little east of the 
entrance of the Persian Gulf with a small sum of money, and a fiftrgu ofEngUob 
broadcloths. kersey* lead, tin, iron, cutlery. Ac, to by exchanged f_.r PerAxm 
sfibi. The adventure proved Bnecessftd; and ultimately a regular trade was 
established between the Persian Gulf. Surat, and Bantam, 

It had been foreseen that this trade could nut be eafcabl idled without yomlhg 
into fierce coSision with the Portuguese, who had long possessed it us an exdiT 
slve monopoly; but the signal successes which hud been gained over them when 
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they attempted to prevent the csta bliHlmumt uf on English factory at Surat Vp. «ir. 
appear to have satisfied the Company and fchifir agents that Portuguese hostility 
wait rather to he courted t han feared, as, in ail probability, a rich harvest of 
pri/,^ would be made The event proved os had 
been anticipated The Portuguese, now in a 
state of rapid decline, made pretensions, mul 
endeavoured to support them bj* hostilities, which 
<idy led to their discomfiture, and they had the 
mortification of seeing the English m i-t on lyse™ red 
m their trade, hut in high favour ai the Persian 
court, and formally leagued with its monarch in 
an offensive mid defensive alliance. 

The favourable aisjHsct which the affairs of the 
Company now bore had a viable effect in filling 
up the subscription to n new joint str^k, which 
started in 1617 -IS, with the large capital of £ 1,600,000. At this tim* the Afc,w - L - t 
number of proprietors of stock amounted to 9S+„ and the number of ships 
possessed by them is stated at thirty-six, of 100 to 1000 tens burden. The capital 
subscribed was allotted to three voyages, the first consisting of nine, mid each ul 
the other two of eight ships. Before the last of these voyages was undertaken, 
t\ rein ar kali L change took place in the ammgementa of the Company, 
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In the Eastern islands the Dutch not only claimed supremacy, but lead ' 
actually established it. They had, however, tacitly acknowledged the Company a Oaui. 
right of traffic, at l&Lst to a limited extent, and nutmegs, mace, and doves 
formed part of the usual returns imported from the East into England The 
larger scale on which the Company 1 a ojorations- were now about to la carried 
on hairing afforded the Dutch a pretext for interfering, they plainly intimated 
their detensumdion to reserve tlio trade in the finer spices as irn exclusive 
monopoly. They rested their claim on the fact Llu.it they had conquered the 
Spice Islands from the Portuguese, and being in actual possession of them, had 
a right recognised by the very charter of the London East India Cumjany to 
debar all other parries from frequenting thrum So satisfied were they with the 
validity of this chum, that, instead of regarding themselves as unlawful aggres 
Bars in the violent steps which they had taken to exclude the English, they 
assumed the character of comp]amors, and in 161 & presented a memorial to 
King James, in which, after stating what they called their grievances, they 
prayed for redress of past. and a prohibition of future encroachments The 

„ , ratppIlfBU. 

London Eiiat Indio Company told a very different tale; and after enumerating 
the various forms of nl igtruction and oppression to which they had been sub 
jected in Lurrying on their trade at Bantam, v, here their right of factory could 
not be disputed, and hi endeavouring to extend it to islands over which the 
1 Mitch could not pretend to have established any exclusive authority, they 
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besought the king to interfere In their behalf, and protect them against a. violence 
which, though unprovoked, hail become intolerable. 

It. was impossible that matters could remain as they were; but King James; 
in accordance with his usual policy, only temporised by engaging in a course 
6f intricate and protracted negotiation. Ultimately, n kind of understanding 
w m arrived at, and an agreement, acquiesced in. by sdl parties, was IbniiJilly 
concluded at Londun on the 7th of July, 161$. Hue leading stipulating were, 
that all excesses on either side should br forgiven; that the ships and property 
which had been sebied should be mutually restored; that each nation should 
have the free privilege of trade to the East, without any limitation as to the 
capital which might be employed; that both corn panics should strive to diiniiLisIi 
cusfc >ms and other exactions; and regulate the market by purchasing at prices 
previously arranged by common agents; that. in sharing the purchases thus 
made, the ]«pper should he equally divided between the companies, but only 
a third .if the finer spices should lie apportioned to the English; that the forts 
actually built should remain with their present possessors, but that all future 
forts acquire i in the Moluccas or elsewhere by the common industry or common 
force should be possessed and garrisoned jointly; and that attempts should be 
made at the common expense to establish trade in new places, and cspedaltv 
in Chino. In order to give effect to this treaty, which was to best for twenty 
years, a special machinery was obviously required. Accordingly, a "Council -f 
Defence* was instituted It consisted of eight members, four from each company; 
and to make the equality still more complete, the members of each company 
were to preside alternately. To this council large powers were committed 
Twenty shills, furnished in equal portions by each company, were to be main- 
t«ned for war purposes* and not permitted, except under special circumstances, 
to be employed in the transport of merchandise. These ships, and more if 
necessary, were to be placed under the immediate authority of the council of 
defence, which was empowered to distribute them at different stations, and pro¬ 
vide for the maintenance of the sailors and soldiers employed, by lianding over 
the proceeds of the dues and customs, particularly in the Moluccas to the 
treasurers of the companies, When the vessels employed sustained damage bv 
storm or similar misfortune, the loss was to be bom* by the company to whidi 
they belonged ■ hut when they suffered in the common cause* as in war, a 
different rule was to be observed, and reparation was to be made at the common 
expense, To prevent the disputes which might thus arise, each ship, when 
placed on the station, was to be valued, in order that, at any future time, the 
amount of deterioration produced during its employment on active service might 
bo easily ascertained AU questions arising between the companies were to be 
settle by the council of defen®, and in the event of their being equally 
divided* the sovereigns of the companies were to act as arbitrators. 

Had m treaty been honestly and candidly acted upon, It would nut only 
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!uiv-l- given the Dutch and English a complete bviprejax&ey in the East, hut pro- a d. nsa. 
y id eel equitably for their amputate interest^ The two-thirds of the finer spices 
allotted tii the Dutch could scarcely he considered more than their exert iu ns in 
rooting out the SpunUh and Portuguese entitled them to expect; and the 
English wlin saw themselves in danger of being ex eluded altogether, might 
have been satisfied when they were secured in a certain portion, which could 
not be diminished. The management, too, was fairly adjusted; and it is not 
easy to see how it was possible, under such a management, for one of the coni* 
panics to overrule the other. Such, however, was the charge brought against 
their colleagues by the English, who complained that everything vague in the 
treatv was interpreted to their disadvantage, and that their funds were seized 
and appropriated to purposes in which they had no special interest The truth 
see i to to be, tin it though both companies professed to acquiesce in the treaty, 
neither of them wbf satisfied with it; and hence bath, while eager to avail 
themselves of nil the advantages which the treaty conferred, had no scruple in 
endeavouring to evade the obligations which it imposed The Dutch, who 
believed that they could easily have driven their rivals out of the Molucca 
trade altogether, grumbled at being compelled to cede a whole third of it; while 
the English, who hod never at any former period fitted out ten vessels on a 
single voyage for mercantile purposes, found it impossible to curry on their 
trade, while the larger portion of their capital was required to fit out vessels 
fur war purposes only. The interest of the |iart:ies being thus apparently 
adverse, it b easy to understand how their former rivalry revived, and their 
enmity, instead of being sup¬ 
pressed. became more invete¬ 
rate. This fact was soon to 
Sw demonstrated by a fearful 
tragedy. 

In the island of Amboyna 
the English, under the autho¬ 
rity of the treaty, had estab¬ 
lish ed n. factory and several 
agencies The whole power, 
however, was in the hands of 
the Dutch The strung castle 
of Amboyttu. which they 
possessed at the date of the treaty, remained muter their own entire control; 
throughout the island they far outnumbered nil other Europeans, and in its 
harbours were ships of war as Well as merchant vessels, On whose assistance 
they could confidently calculate in any emergency, In such circ umatauces 
there was no external force from which they could seriously apprehend any 
danger, and yet, on the ground that a conspiracy had been formed for the 
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A-T. ksl purpose of wresting tile island from them, the Dutch autliuriLin-^ j.ii\mild, in 
t lu* t mru e of law and justice, but in gross and manifest violation i.f 1x>tb, to 
perpetrate an Atrocity which lias left a stain on the luiiivicil character, 
iBUMcrr According to their own account, of their garrison in the cattle or 
Am-myna cutisLsted of natives of Japan. < Inc of these, baying incurred suspicion 
by the minuteness of his inquiries as to the state ami defences of the place, was 
apprehended, and on examination divulged u plot, into which other tight of his 
countrymen and the English in the serv ice of the London East India Company 
laid entered,, for the purpose of seizing the castle of AinLoviui, and thereby 
making themselves masters of the island The Japanese, whose names their 
OOUntrvTuau Imd mentioned while under torture, were first, apprehended, am3 
being subjected to the same horrible process, not only' confessed their min guilt, 
but implicated the leading members of the English factory. After a abort 
interval the English thus denounced were seized; and, portly under the terror 
ot being tortured, and partly under the actmd application of 3t, confirmed the 
statements of the Japanese, On the evidence thus extorted, a conviction was 
obtained; and sentence of death was not ottly pronounced* but actually iudieted 
-Hi nine natives of Japan, one Portuguese, and twelve Englishmen. Among the 
Just were Captain Gabriel Towerson, the English agent at Amboyim, and several 
of his factors and assistants. 
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In endeavouring to defend tills preceding, the Dutch dwell gmrticukiriv on 
the uniformity of the confession made by the unliappy sufferers; but they omit 
to mention that, at the time when torture was inflkted, the answers desired 
to be obtained were actually suggested, and the accused, instead of being simply 
culled upon to state the truth, were asked, while writhing in ngnnv or three- 
toned with it, whether they had not entered into the plot with which thev 
were charged—^vhetlicr such and such proposals had not been made— whether 
such and such pirns hud not been amnged—and whether n portfodur day. 
als-.i named, had not bean fixed for carrying them int.. execution, In this wav. 
not by to interrogatories but by a aeries of leading questions, the answers were 
made to assume a degree of consistency well calculated to concetti or disgulsi 
the monstrous nljsurdife which the whole charge carried on The face of it U 
ought also to be borne in mind, that the confessions which had been extort* l 
were afterwards solemnly retrace d hi the interval between the sentence :md 
the execution, and that nil the victims died protesting Llieir innocence. 

Even admitting that the suspicion of some kind uf plot was not altogether 
groundless, tlie extreme measures adopted hy the Dutch authorities ure utterly 
incapable of vindication The danger, if it ever existed, vanished the moment it 
was discovered \Vhvm, then, was the necessity of hurrying on the trial while 
the accused remained without the means of providing a proper defence; or 
of executing if, without allowing them the opportunity uf bringing a sentence 
which they held to be iniquitous under review f Tlic- Council uf Defence, to 
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wiiidi all cpiest-kuis affecting the interests of the ci unpaiiles had been specially m 

referred, was still in existence Where wua the danger of a delay which would- 

have submitted the jwlament to its revisilr These are qmaftfcnft which the 
Dutch have found it impassible to answer; and the bloody iked of Amboyna, 
jerpetrated on the 27th uf Eebmurv. JG23 r therefore renmina to thk dnj jostly 
branded an a ma^icra. 

\\ lien tidings ot the nmssficfe reached England, the public iudigiKUimii was io*Ustt*u<* 
■nibiuicd to such a pitch l ied nil idea of amicable arrangement was abandoned; 
mid even King ■Jamas, forgetting his lethargic and mean-spirited policy, Ix-gan 
lt ' talk openly ot war. He had even issued letters of reprisal, authorizing the 
injured parties to .seek redress at their own hands. and seemed bent on measures 
still more derisive, when his Inglorious career was brought to a close. The Dutch 
dexterously availed themaelv^ of the opportunities afforded bv ft new reign 
m protract negotiations, ami managed to spin nut a series of Years, making 
fair pransiaes of giving redress, but always evading the performance of them. 

Mi is crafty line of policy was only too successful, in consequence of the emb&r- 
msstnents in which (‘buries I, wfts soon involved. The seeds of a civil war 
hud been thickly sown in England even during bie fathers lifetime; and nil 
other questions became com pirntively insignsficnnt when once public attention 
begun to l>e fixed on the great contest which was to deride the fate of the 
English monarchy. 

While this dispute was pending, the affairs of the Company were often at a iaaniam 
veiy tow ebb. In the Indian Arcbipeligo, station after station was abandoned a^«*j 
iu order to escape from the oppscesaion of the Dutch; and in various other 
quarters so many untoward events occurred. Hint the Company; tmnble to pro¬ 
secute any regular System of trade, were obliged to nest satisfied with drifting 
expedients, sometimes auece&ful, but often er productive only of dhappointraent 
Their stock in ex>nsequoncey instead of commanding a premium, could with 
difficulty lie sold at & consdembla discount it cannot be denied that, amidst 
these dkoonragements, much perseverance was displayed Every opening for 
trade Was eagerly embraced. When that with Perak threatened to prove 
unproductive, the Red Sea wns ngnin resorted to; and when misunderstandings 
witli the Mogul endangered the factory’ at Sun it, new stations were found on 
tin- npprtfite coast of the Indian peninsula. Hera for some time the principal 
factory had its seat at Mosul! pa turn; but the extortions if the goM^mor li living 
becorne intolerable, a new locality wan obtained, in 1 62$, at Armegon, .situated 
■•it the Coromandel coast about seventy miles north of Madras, The factory 
established at Armegmi was substituted for that of Maxulipatnm, and U remark- 
ablv as the first station on the continent of India which the Company wen 
^permitted to fortify. The advantage which it thus jmse&sed promised ;it- one 
time to in like it a great emporium; but the situation pi- wed inmnvenkul, and 
the governor of Masulipatam, anxious to recover the revenue which he Imd lost 
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by the withdrawal of the Company's trade, offered terms so favourable, that 
they were again induced to make that port their principal station. 

During these transactions the Dutch question continued open, rind many 
attempts were made, by commissioners appointed for that purpose„ to obtain 
an equitable adjustment. In proportion, however, as the domestic difficulties 
iif the king mereased. the Dutch were emboldened to refuse redress; ami the 
Canq&ny, losing {vstience, took the remarkable step of placing tbemstlves in 
direct commimication with parliament. Hitherto they had existed merely os 
creatures of the crown, and on several occasions bad been made to fed bow 
little dependence was to be placed on its countenance and support King 
James, at the very commencement of his reign* virtually ignored Queen Eliza¬ 
beth's charter* in the license by which he empowered Sir Edward Michel beam© 
to trade within the prohibited limits; and on a subsequent occasion, even [dter 
he hud made the charter his own by renewing and conti truing it. be leagued 
with his worthless favourite, the Duke of Buckingham, in arresting the ship of 
the Company, for the purpose of extorting a share in the prize money which 
they were alleged to have gained when assist Lug tlit Persians against the 
Portuguese in the capture of Ommz. Ah yet. King Charles had not lieen 
unpllcated in any overt attack on the privileges or interests of the Company; 
but the sluggish manner in which he urged their claim to redress for the injuries 
sustained from the Dutch must have satisfied them that* at the best, he was a 
very lukewarm friend. It is not surprising, therefore, that when, in 1628, the 
great struggle between tin- king and the parliament assumed a definite shape by 
the presentation of the celebrated Petition of Eight* the Company, impnLieut of 
the interminable delays to which tiiey bad been subjected, took the bold step 
of withdrawing their case from the exclusive cognizance of the crown by bring¬ 
ing it directly under the notice of the legislature. Their memorial, prepared 
with this view, besides enumerating the hardships under which they laboured* 
founded their claims to public support on. the benefits which tin y bid, as a 
company, conferred on the nation The question as to the expediency uf the 
pie.'uiiar privilege which their charter conferred was thus fairly raised, and 
would doubtless have been fully discussed had not tie parliament been sud¬ 
denly dissolved before the memorial could be taken into consideration. 

The memorial implying, els it obviously did, a censure on the di In tori ness 
of the crown, and amounting to what many regarded an an interference wdt.lt 
the royal prerogative, must have been very offensive to the king; but more 
urgent concerns engrossed bis attention, and lie so far concealed his displeasure 
na nut only to leave the chartered rights of the Company unimpaired, but occor 
siomvlly to issue proclamations in their favour. One of these proclamations 
dated 10th February. 1(131, deals with an internal abuse, and gives a striking 
manifestation of the helpless, or at least desponding state into which the Com¬ 
pany must have fallen before they deemed it necessary to seek the protection 
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of this king; against their own servants, The plan originally adopted of giving aj>. i«ai, 
an interest in each voyage to all the persons employed in it had never tieen _ 
abandoned, and accordingly even common soldiers and sailors had been |jer- 
mitted to trade on their own account in certain specified articles The quantity 
of spare allowed to each for this private tmde was n dbe?t 4 feet long, I A foot 
wide, and 1J foot deep. Under the cover of this permission, -it appeals t H^t 
snuggling wa a carried on to such nu extent as both to defraud the public 
revenue and diminish the Companys legitimate profits. The proeknmlion 
specially tlirt«tal against this smuggling. “ whereby the jjoiJ Company's general 
affairs are of late much declined and decayed, and the act venturers therein much 
discouraged,' intimates that in future greater vigilance will be exercised, and 
calk upm all afliccra to exert themselves to the Utmost against those who, not 
tabs lied with the specified amount of licensed traffic, and u the extraordinary 
great wages which they (the Company) are accustomed to pay in their employ- 
tnents. " were ungratefully and u ngenerously undent l ining their employers by oftbe 
"driving » secret underhand trade." The abuse thus denounced was surdv ' 
one with which the Company themselves ought to have been fully prepared to 
deni, and it is almost piteous to see diem virtually confessing their Into in- 
petency by calling in extraneous aid to assist them in their internal manage- 
meat. Kveu without the aid of government, it could not. have been difficult to 
strike at the root of the evil by withdrawing the license w hich made its 
detection almost impossible, and declining that in future all the aen jints of 
the Company would lie paid by fixed salaries and wages. The very opposite 
course was adopted; and the proclamation* while denouncing the evil, proceeds 
very prepstin>usly to increase it, by anno uncin g that the license to canyon 
private trade, instead of being prohibited, would remain as before in the case 
of ibe lower classes of servants, and in the case id' the higher dosses would be 
extended. *> as to give many of them double tin" quantity of private tonnage 
which had previously been nlluwed. 

It would have been strange if the Company, while proclaiming their own cbHtimwi 
incompeteney and sanctioning gross mismanagement, could have prospered even 
under favourable eirvumstaiavs; and unfortunately at this very time a series of 
events took place which placed their tifiaira in great jtupnrdy. The Dutvh had 
made good their footing at Surat, and greatly reduced the profits of the trade by 
a formidable competition. In the Persian Gulf where, in addition to the ordi¬ 
nary profits of trade, the Company had obtained a permanent punt of half the 
customs levied at the port of Gotnberoou, tlieir position was endangered not only 
hv a new succession to the throne, but by an attempt of the Portuguese to 
recapture Ormm In the Eastern Archipelago the spice trade hail been almost 
extinguished, and the factory of Bantam, which, as It was the earliest, hail 
l "ng held precedence of all the other stations of the Company, become so unim- 
jH.rtant as to be reduced to an agency dqy+ndent on Surat, which alone was 
Vol, I, 34 
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a n iim now governed by a president and council, While tints beset with difficultiiM, 
the trade of the Company was brought cdmost to a stand in India by the 
devastation of a large portion of the country by a famine, followed as usual by 
a pestilence j and in England by the state of ferment into which all minds were 
now thrown by the Spproaeki ng civil broils, 

ivmn-ermmfc The best thing that con be said for the Company during this gloomy period 
is that they never abandoned themselves to despair, and even while losing 
ground, wen? always on the alert to take advantage of any favourable opening 
which might occur. In this way their success wfis often greater than they 
could Lave ventured to anticipate,, The new Persian monarch, Shall Sophi, 
Issued firmans reinstating them in all their former privilege^ including the 
grant of the customs of (loinberoon, which, in 1 613-5, yielded ns the ' 'lunpi'toyA 
share 55 O tomanda, u sum equal to £1650 sterling, Jn the same year the 
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factory at Masulipntam* which hod been abandoned in consequence of the extor¬ 
tion and oppression of the governor, wits re-established <*, favourable conditions 
by the express authority of the King of tiolcondu, to whom the territurv 
belonged; while Annegon, though abandoned as a commercial enipimtm, 
acquired new importance from the additional strength given to its fortifica¬ 
tion* A secure asylum was thus obtained within the Bay of Bengal, to which 
the attention of the Company was now more especially directed 

s ■mir, Litiv'ti Diitii)^ *Sir f \ i on tit* Boo tj cm1 assy to the Gitst Mogul iTebaiiLrir iv firman 

of iiie 8 i tutg III ■ 1 # 1 ■ *■ + ^ 1 

-a*Betn*!-bad been obtained* in general terms authoming the English to trade in Bengal 
The importance of the permission thus granted appeal* not to have been appro¬ 
bated, find no use bad been made of it when Jchangir s reign terminated bv Ida 
dcatii in 1627 During the reign of bia son Slab Jehan, whose favour the 
English generally eqjoyed the idea of a Bengal trade was revived; and hi 
1631 a finnan was obtained, which threw the whole trade of the province open 
to the Company, subject to the restrietlun that their ships were to resort only 
to the port of PIply or Peipley, This place, situated oil the Soobunreka ten 
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mites above Its mouth, and within a abort dbihmee of die estuary of the Hooghiy* id isas, 
had a very indifferent hmbuur, but possessed the important advantage of 
giving immediate acces* to n country of almost inexheustible resources with 
an immense industrial popuktbm, from whom an indefinite supply of the line 
white chi tbs suited equally for the English, the P endue, and the *otith- eastern 
markets, might at nil tinier le obtained The prospect of a revival of trade 
seemed in consequence so promising, that now efforts were made; Lind Bnntarn 
with the view of being again made a central emporium between the Indian 
j>eninmila and the Spiee Ihlnmls, was once more restored to the dignity of a 
presidency. In the midst of this apparent success an event took plat:* by which 
the very existence of the Company wiis threatened. 


CHAPTER III. 

Trtn.-i! wilti U10 PortDgiwMe— EalnJjtubmi?it of & H?jl| tomjinor-ScUl^nt with the DutcL— Stata of 

tku Cotnpany tinder Cromwell 


the contests carried on between the Company and the PorttJ- ivuucj* 
gutsse had long been productive only of mischief to both, a 
mutual desire For arrangement was felt. While they were wast¬ 
ing their strength the Dutch were continuing their successful 
career, and thneatening to involve them in a common min. In 
these circumstances little difficulty was found In opening a friendly on mm uni- 
cation with the Viceroy of Goa, and forming a, truce which, if approved by their 
sovercign.% might afterwards Ite converted into n permanent treaty. Under 
this tmee, wh i ch gave each of the contra'ting parties free access* for nil com¬ 
mercial purposes, to the ports and factories of the other, the Company naturally 
anticipate] a largo extension of traffic and hud begun to make the necessary 
preparations with that view, when they were startled by the information that 
King diaries had granted license to a new body of mercantile ad venturers, for 
the special purpose of appropriating the advantages* which the truce wm expected 
to confer, 

This evtmordiuLLry proceeding; which took place in 1635, was probably the 4 CTmni 
result of a variety of cause's. It may be that Charles, while hr concealed hLs pmuoii, 
displeasure at the memorial which the Company presented to parliament in 1(128, 
hud never forgotten it. and was therefore not unwilling to avail himself of the 
first opportunity winds offered to take Isis revenge. The very bitter terms in 
which (lie pud conduct of the Company is stigmatised, certainly wavoiug of vin- 
dictivone&j. On different occasion-’ his majesty had borne strong and willing 
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i.D.m testimony to the honour and benefit which the Company had confoTe* I on tb} 
nation at large, whereas the establishment of a rival association is now justified 
expressly on theground that " in idl t-liis lime, mnoe the erection «»f the said East 
India Company, notwithstanding the manifold privileges granted to them, they 
Lad neither so settled and plants! trade in those part*, nor made any such fortifi- 
iL-iition or place of surety, ns might give assurance or encouragement to any, in 
future times, to ait venture to trade there ; nei tiler had we received any annual 
benefit from thence (as other princes did), I ■ v reason of the said Com] may's 

'',-inja* neglect in fortifying.'' 1 They “bad merely intendr-d and pursued tlieir own 

i^rurji!, thfC ’ " + ii i" 

■ Cii.i-.u-t: pre-tent, profit and advantage, without providing any ssilety or sctiledncs-i lor 
CfitablLdiitig of tniftlck in the said Indies for tin - good of posterity, or for longer 
time than it should please the natives™ inha bitants there to permit the con¬ 
tinuance thereof" The conduct of the Company in this respect is conti-asted 
with that of the Portuguese and Dutch, who “had planted and fortified them¬ 
selves there, and established a lasting and hopeful trade there, for the good of 
[Kwsterity; and by advantage thereof had not oidy rendered our subjects abiding 
Lii those parts subject to their insoleucies and apparent injuries, hut, in a 
maimer, wrought them out uf trade there, which we found, not only by the 
complaint of divers of the adventurers in that society, but priruBpitily by the 
daily decrease of our customs for goods imported from thence, which wu could 
impute to nothing more than the slid Company's supine neglect of discovery and 
settling of trade in divers places in those jvarts where they had a plentiful stock* 
and fair opportunities to have compassed and effected it" 

v*s wMir TIjv charges thus lavishly brought against the Company were not wholly 

.LcfiLuuiKi un j- (mtl ^ et p They had commenced with experimental voyages, and shifted about 
from place to place, wandering over the whole extent of the Indian Ocean, from 
the Red Sea to the isle of Japan, without having secured a single station which 
they could call their own, and to which they could resort as a. secure asylum in all 
emergoncies. They thus existed merely by sufferance; and wlien attacked. suc¬ 
ceeded only in a few rune instances in maintaining their ground. Their conduct 
in this respect was not dictated by motives of policy. Sir TLoms Roc, it is 
true, had cautioned them against the erection of forts, us incompatible with their 
prosperity as a mercantile company, and declared that ■' Lf the emperor would 
offer me ten I would not accept one. 1 ' But the Company had never adapted this 
view, and would gladly have fortified if they hod possessed the means. The 
great difficulty was in the wont of funds, which at no time sufficed for more 
than to furnish the necessary investment*, They wt-re thus very much at the 
mercy both of native princes and European rivals; and when subjected to injus¬ 
tice, were obliged either to overlook it, nr to confine themselves to chuqorrnui and 
unavailing supplications for redress. Claiming an exclusive right to the com¬ 
merce of more than half the globe, they were bound to have achieved fur 
themselves a much more dignified position. 
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Admitting that the Company were thus fur in fault, it dote not follow that 
Charles wu> justified in the method which be took to aupplimt them, Tfcev 
were entitled, at uU events, to a three years notice., and therefore ought not to 
have lieen tlireatened with violent extinct inn before even a single note of warn¬ 
ing had been given The truth is. that Charles imd now l>een brought into that 
unhappy position from whidi he thought himself entitled to iieek relief by tiny 
mentis whidi promised to be successful, however much they might be nt. variance 
with honour and equity. He was engaged in the fatal experiment of attempt- 
tug to rule without a [Mirlhunant ; and tiaviug thus excluded himself fn.ro the 
only means of obtaining money by legal taxation, was ready to snatch at any 
eXjxMlienfc for replenishing his treasury There can he little doubt that the 
license granted to rise rival adventurers, afterwards known by the name of 
1 f Courten's Association," was one of those expedients. The truce recently con¬ 
cluded with Portugal was represented as about to open up new sources of wealth, 
and the king, consulting only tils necessities, was deluded into the belief that, by 
moons of a new body of adventurers, a large and permanent addition might be 
made to Ids own revenue. Sir William Courten, a wealthy London merchant, 
had the principal share in the new company, and has hence given it its name. 
He had lent large sums both to the king and his father, and may possibly have 
cancelled part of the debt, or granted a new loan, in return for the royal license 
It is plain, however, from the language employed, that Charles 

bad mure tlian on indirect tn- . /y^v) bereft in the success of Curteiis 

association. He speaks of the { \ first voyage as Lav ing Ijeen partly 

andertnken "at and bythe charge adventure of u% and of our 

trusty and faithfnl servant, En- / dymkm Porter, Esq . one of the 

grooms of our bedchamber," and ~~ authorizes the ships/ ns an ensign 
that they were specially employ- ed by us, ' 1 to carry the J ' union 

Hag which our own ships, and none but the ships employed in our particular 
service, usight to bear." 

The old Company, naturally alarmed at the special favour thus shown to the 
new jii I venturers, and the open infringement of the exclusive privileges guaran¬ 
teed to them by the charters of Queen Elizabeth and! King Jamea, presented an 
earnest remonatrrtnce; but though they succeeded so far as to cause a new pro¬ 
clamation to be issued, in which the rigid, of "traffic conferred on the asso¬ 
ciation was restricted to "such of those parts and places before named, where 
the saiil East India Company hud not settled factories and trade before the 
12th DeramWr, i 6115/ they were so far fr mi gaining their main object, that 
the license, originally gmrfted only for a single voyage, wm extended to five 
years, nnd declared to stand good against all who might be disposed to challenge 
>t. “liny charters. lettere-jiritents, grants of imxirporations, or of any liberties, 
p'.-wera, jurisdictions, privileges of trade or traffiek, or any act of jiariiatueat, 

! Sell susiS liy Sir WillliLi Comkii'a iuceiiliim. —MS. tuL. Peter Itansiip Travel*, in Lib «f E, 1 Hon*, 
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statute, ordinance, proclamation, provision or restriction* or other matter or 
thing whatsoever. to the contrary hereof, in any wise notwithstanding” The 
passage now quoted E=s curious, not truly ns evincing the ting s determination 
strenuously to support the new association, but m displaying the extent to 
which he wus prepared to stretch his prerogative, and to set at nought till the 
other powaiH of the state when they were supposed to interfere with any of 
his favourite projects 

At the dute of the second proclamation, the ships fitted out, for the first 
voyage of the association were already at sea When they arrived at Surat., 
the president and council, who bad not previously been informed of the ]icon $v 
which hud been granted, were surprised above measure, and utterly id , a loss 
how to proceed. They had been preparing to take advantage of the arrange 
ment winch had been made with the Portuguese, and had partly completed their 
investment with a view to it Now, however, they found themselves tbresirdled, 
and virtually excluded from their most hojiefid market This disappointment 
was the more severely felt in consequence of the general stagnation > if trade, 
which hud been produced by the recent famine and pestilence; imd a ho of a 
very violent proceeding on the part of the Mogul emperor, Shah Johan, who, 
on learning that a vessel bearing his flag had been plundered by a pirate under 
English colours, had imprisoned the leading members of the Surat factory, and 
refused to release them till they ongngod to pay a very heavy fine. Under 
these dr.-umstuncos, trade was for rt lime almost entirely suspended. While 
thus overwhelmed by adversity, the Company had file additional dissatisfac¬ 
tion to learn that Courtens vessels had made a prosperous voyage, and arrived 
in England with cargoes which would yield the adventurers a very profitable 
return In a letter addressed to their servants ut Surat, the governor and 
Company thus express themselves:— "Wee could wish that wee could vindicate 
the reputation of our nation in these partes, and do ourselves right fur the lussi: 
and damage our estate in those partes have susteyned; but of s|] the*- wee 
must I -.‘el re the burthen, anil with patience wilt still, until! we may find these 
frowning tyoies more aiLqiiejous to us and to our alFavres. ’ 

For several subsequent years the Company remained in a verv depressed 
state At one time the rivals hip of Courten's association, at another time the 
encroachments of the Dutch—who, no longer satisfied with their ascendency in 
the Eastern islands, were ambitious enough to aim at the establishment of it 
in all the leading ports of India—absorbed :dl their thoughts, and formed the 
subject of various petitions in whidb they implored the government to inter 
fere and save them from impending destruction. Their importunity ut last 
obtained u favourable hearing; and the privy council recommended, the 
most effectual remedy, that the license to Courtens aasodatkm should be with¬ 
drawn, on the understanding that a new joint stock khonld be f irmed, on a 
scheme suflitfcntly large and liberal to promise u great extension of the trade. 
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In accordant)© with this reoomm<■ ndaticu, the Company proceeded to take the a d i«a 
DBiw-iairy steps, and issued a prospectus embodying the following proposal*:— 

1. That tins sHbescription should be payable, by instalments, in four yeans; and 
that It should be left to the majority of the subtciibens to determine in what stt«wp*ta 

* * fiiartn & fceW 

njiumer, mill by whom the business should be m imaged. ± That the suWrip- 
tion should be open to all persons, as well foreigners m English, till the 1st of 
May, 1610, 3. That, on all past due instalments I h per cent, per month should 

lit levied. as a fine, till payment 4. That the minimum sul ascription should be* 
by an Englishman £51)0, and by a foreigner £1000. a. Hint, in buying any 
ehure after the IhmiIcs were dosed,, an Englishman should pay £20 and n foreigner 
£40 for his freedom. 6. That the old Company, nr adventurers in what was 
called the third joint stock, should be allowed ^sufficient time for bringing home 
their property, hut be prohibited from sending any more stock to India <>n their 
former account 

The above terms are. fair and reasonable, and, under ordinary circumstances, *“AUa« 
could hanky fad] to have been eagerly and generally accepted; but troublous 
times were at hand, and few who possessed capital were inclined to expose it to 
the risks which it would necessarily run during the struggles of a civil war. 

When the date fixed for closing the books arrived, the whole amount aubserilied 
was the paltry sum of £22,500. The proposed scheme having thus proved a 
rojtyplcte failure, matters returned to their 6 inner state; and the Company 
were again left to fight their battle single-banded. While thus engaged, their 
course was checkered by prosperity us well as adversity. I nder the former 
head, a first place must l>e assigned to the acquisition "4 a new locality an 
the Coromandel coast Tins locality' w as the nucleus of what was destined to 
swell out into the presidency of Madras. The acquisition was made in 1640, on 
the most favourable terms, the naik or governor of the district volunteering 
to builil a f>rt nt his own expense, at which the English might settle and carry 
on their trad# exempt from all customs. So satisfied wilb Mr, Day, a iiiemlxT 
of the factory of Moauli jmtam, who conducted the transaction with the naik T 
of the value of the offer which bad been made, that he immediately undertook 
the erection of the fort, which, in honour of the naik’s father, received the name J-imwai* 
nf Chennppiqoitan, nr Obenmi jmtan. still applied to it by the natives, though wniinu, 
Europeans from the first knew it only by the name of Fort St George. The 
importance of this station soon became apparent; and the decisive step which 
Mr. Day took in at once caimuenemg operations was incst fortunate, na it. after¬ 
wards appeared that the Company, if they had been previously consul ted, would 
have withheld their sanction under a belief that the state of their funds did 
not justify the outlay. Another circumstance, which at this time had a favour¬ 
able influence on the Company s prospects, was the overthrow of the Spanish 
rule in Pnrtug=d, which in consequence resumed its |jositImi as an indtqtcndcnt 
kingdom* By this event, the friendly relations already existing between 
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England and Portugal were drawn duser; and the Dutch, having no longer 
any pretest for con tinning hostilities armlnst the latter, were obliged to with' 
draw the blockades, which, though noraiftnJly directed only against Portuguese 
porta, hud initiated serious injuries on the English East India trade. 

Such were the leading events which at this time were ihvouralde to the 
Company, They wriv, however, more than counterbalanced by tho unfavour¬ 
able state of affairs both at home and abroad, and more especially by a h&ir\ 
pecuniary loss inflicted on them by the king, who, m order to relieve Id; 
necerwitii-s iu 1641, fell Upon the singular device of buying all the pepper in 
the Company's stores on credit, and selling it for ready money Tlw quantity 

pepper was 607,So2 hags, and the price agreed t<» be paid, at the rate of 

Id, per lb, amounted to £63,283, 11*. lcf,; but the sales, made at the rate 
of la &£ per lb., realised only 150,626. Tbe king tints sustained an apparent 
Joss of above 112.000 by the speculation, hut ultimately the Company were the 
sale suflerera. The bonds which they had received from the farmers of the 
customs remained unpaid; and the only sum which they appear to lmve 
received was £13,000, which they retained nut of the customs due by them 
Even tills sum they were not allowed to retain without question, as parliament, 
now lit open, hostilities with the king, did not admit that the bonds which hud 
been granted in payment of the pepper constituted an effectual burden on the 
public revenue. 

Luring the Civil war the transactions of die Company remain almost a 
perfect blank* The collection of money for investments could not be openly 
announced without endangering their confiscation by one or other of the con¬ 
tending parties; and the veaada yme fitted out and despatched with as much 
secrecy us if they had been engaged in an illicit traffic. Among the few facts 
of importance which may he gleaned from the history of this period, me the 
erection of a factory at fialasore, situated within the Mogul territories a Ikth 
to the west of Pi ply, which hud not realized the hope* at one time entertained 
of it; and n ccrnddenible extension of the trade of Madias, which, though still 
subordinate to Bantam, was rapidly outstripping it, and had already superseded 
Ma lUpiLtum as the principal fhetory of the Company on the tVoraandd coast 
For this prosperity Madras was mainly indebted to its fortiflratkiiis, which not 
only gave security to the servants of the factory, but induced many of the 
native merchants and artisans to settle in the town and die adjoining district, 
wdiere they could always be sure of finding protection hi times of commotion. 
All these advantages had been obtained at a very trifling coat, for in 3 645 the 
whole sum expended on Fort St George was 1229b and The estimate was that 
not more than an additional £2000 would be necessary to render U impregnable 
to any attack by native Ibrct;. 

Cuurfvn's imwiAtioO, of which the Company had lung omoploi™! the 
worst thorn in their si.les. rfter i short Connie of prosperity Wl rajMy 
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declined. The saiiie causes which depressed the Company mush have affected ajx m«. 

them in a similar maimer, hut their miflfbrtlmes seem to have teen far more . 

owing to their own misconduct After wandering a Unit without any fixed 
plan, and committing depredations which subjected them to severe reprisals, 
they resolved in HiM> to establish a colony at St. Augustine's Bay, on the 
island of Madagascar, The project, injudicious in itself was altogether levond 
their means, and proved a failure, In order to relieve the end iime-smeiits 
into which they were thus thrown they had recourse to fraud, end set up n 
mint, which they coined counterfeit pagodas and rials. The cheat was sonn 
discovered, and so seriously damaged their diameter that they afterward 3 found 
great difficulty in carrying on even n legitimate trade, Not long after this 
tnumdiLorj, u proposal was made that the Company mid the association should hi# «-«!»- 
forget their ijuarrels and amalgamate, Had the Company been their own c.^tiv 
masters, they would never have entertained this proposal: hut a complete 
change had taken place in the political state of the kingdom, and. in tl;e 
general uncertainty which prevailed, it was dangerous to demur to any pro¬ 
posal which had the sanction of the dominant party. The king was now a 
primmer in the Isle of Wight and the cause of the frlinmeiit was everywhere 
triumphant. 'The Conipany, trembling for their charter, endeavoured to meet 
the threatened storm by proposing a new subscription, in which they made a 
curious elFort nt conciliation In the prospectus issued, while the public gene¬ 
rally: were restricted to a certain day for tilling up the lists, an exception was 
made in favour of members of parliament, for whom the period of closing was 
prolonged that they might have an opportunity to consider the subject, and to 
become subscribers. The device is said to have succeeded; ami the plan revj«to 

« - ^ Uj|j g, 

obtained so much of the approbation of the commons, as to amount to a ammof 
virtual recognition of the rig]its and privileges of the Company, Accordingly', l * lESl ‘ s '“'' 
the council of state—tu which the questions at issue between the Company and 
l onrteD's association, which was how de-tgmted by the name of "'The Assada 
Merchants/' from their settlement on an island of that name near Madagascar, 
had been submitted — while declining to give any formal decision, strongly 
recommended uu simutgnnmtioTi. 

in aen>Rlance with this recommendation, various conferences were held ***&« 

bctlireni Urn 

between the managers uf the tw + o companies, mid it union was tin ally arranged. 

The leading conditions were—That a stock »<f 1300,000 sjinuld In* subscribed 
within two months, to be paid by instaJmenhi its four years', that a valuation 
should be taken of aU the houses, shipping, mid goods la b-nging to the (Amipony 
iu India; that the settlers on the island of Assada should be allowed to trade 
direct to any ports of Asia, Africa, nnd Americm hut not to trade from port to 
port in India ; that, on this continent, a fortified station should be fixed on f r 
both companies; that all Indian goods, spices, l'c, should he joint property'; 
that salaries both in England and India, should be reduced; and that, in the 
You L 3S 
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future management of tht joint trade, a share of at least £500 drool d be neces¬ 
sary to give ll vote, It was of importance to obtain legislature sanction to this 
arrangement, and a pdifcioa to that effect was immediately presented to the 
House of Commons. It was taken into consideration on the 3 1st January, 
1650; but though the Company appear to have hoped for a distinct 
x 1 ■ -1 j of their exclusive privileges the utmost they could obtain was Hte 
cautiously worded resolution, ij That the trade to the East Indies should he 
carried on by one company, and with one joint slock, the management thereof 
to he under such regulations as the parliament should t h i nk fit ; and that the 
East India Company should proceed upon the art-ides of agreement made 
between them and the Assuda merchants on the 2let .November, 16-49, till 
further orders from the parliament " 

Whatever may have been the politi^d predilections of individual members 
of the Company, they appear, m a body, to have been easily reconciled to the 
constitutional changes which followed the execution of the king; and, on the 
1 4iii of November, 1650, presented a petition, addressee! in the language and 
spirit oi the time^ to “the supreme authority of the nation, the high cuurt of 
the Parliament of England" The great burden of the petition wits the old 
complaint of ill usage from the Dutch, from whom redress, though hitherto 
naked in vain ** from the late king and his council, was now confidently antici¬ 
pated At this time the new government was evidently prejaring for n 
rupture with the Dutch ; and hence, as the petition was opportune, it met with 
such a favourable reception, that on the very day on which it was presented 
parliament adopted a resolution referring it to the consideration of the council 
of state- That the impression already made might, not be [lermitted to die 
away, the Company endeavoured to keep their case before the view of the 
council by a series of memorials. In the first of these, dated 9th ilav, 1653. 
after referring to their petition, they renewed their grounds of complaint against 
the Dutch, and drew up a list of their losses, which they estimated at 
£1,681,996, 15s. This was exclusive of interest, which it was alleged would 
amount to a larger sum than the principal In a second memorial presented 
in June, when the probability of a Dutch war was stronger than ever, they 
expressed their apprehensions for the safety of their homeward bound fleet, 
consisting of live ships laden with valuable cargoes, and particularly with 
saltpetre for the use of government; and prayed that ships of wur might be 
stationed off the Lands End for the purpose of conducting their fleet in safe tv 
into the Downs In a third memorial following dose upon the other, they 
took the balder step of praying that powem might be given, under the great 
seal of England, to their president* and councils in Indus to enforce obedient* 
on all Englishmen within tlidr jurisdiction, and to punish offenders coulbriuridy 
tr» the laws of Eughrnd On the 29 th of Jamuin , 1C52, they again imp..]-turn d 
tlie council on the subject of their claims, because, knowing that amfoussadoni 





CJiLAT. III. j 


PEAC E CONCLl l 'ED W1TJ1 THE DUTCH. 


275 


from tlit? States-genend were then in England endeavouring Co negotiate ji A.fttfiw. 
treaty, they fell that if they lost the present opportunity of obtaining compen¬ 
sation they might wait in vain for another, Ultimately, however, the negotia¬ 
tion having failed, and open hostilities between the two countries having been 
declared, their claims were again indefinitely postponed 

At the very time when the Dutch war broke out, it was apprehended that remr-sw 
the proceedings of Admiral Bloke at Lisbon, where port of the English fleet 
which had adhered to the Royalists had been attacked, might lead to a rupture 
with Portugal The Company were thus in the fterilous predicament of being 
attacked in India by two nations at once, while almost totally unprovided with 
the means of resistance; To add to their difficulties, a fierce war was raging 
between the Kings of Bejapoor am! Gobondn, to the great obstruction of their 
trade on the CottSmandd coast It is not to be wondered at, that in these 
circumstances the Company, yielding to a feeling < if i tespondency, refused to 
sanction an additional outlay on the fortifications of St George, though it was 
truly surged by the agents there that these formed the only security to the 
inland trade, and the principid protection to the shipping; and that, under 
certain finnans which had been obtained from the Mil oh of the Carnatic, 
authorizing them to purchase cloths and other goods without restriction in all 
parts of his government, the trade might be very largely extended 

The vigour and success with which the war was prosecuted by Cromwell, soon *w*iwte.i*v 
threatened the Dutch commerce in Europe with total destruction; but in India, it.n». 
where their maritime and commercial ascendency had tn*en long established, 
they completely swept the seas. Shortly after the declaration of war, they 
appeared off Swaliy with a fleet of eight huge ships, and might easily have 
annihilated the English establishment at Stunt, had they not been afraid i f 
pnn uking the hostility of the Great Mogul by carrying war into any portion 
•«f his dominions. Contenting themselves, therefore, with offering large bribes 
to the governor and other officials, to induce them to Harass the English by 
• detracting them in everyway, they set sail for the Persian Gulf, where they 
not only put a stop to the lucrative trade which the Company bud long carried 
on between Surat and Gondjeroon, but captured three of their ships, and drove 
a fourth on shore, where she was totally lust, These disasters, which might have 
lieen expected to dispirit the Company* seemed rather to have roused their 
courage, for they are found petitioning the government to lend them five or six 
frigates, which they would tnrm ami equip at their own expense, ami despatch to 
the East Indies for the purpose of making reprisals. This warlike movement 
appears nut to have been encouraged, and in fact soon ceased to be necessary, as 
the Dutch, now completely humbled, were eagerly suing for a termination of 
hostilities After a negotiation, during which the Dutch became sensible that r™ 
they would be obliged to submit to any terms which Ciranwell chose to dictate, “'***"** 
the pence concluded was ratified at Westminster, 5th April, 1654. 


IIJSTOjtY of INIJ9UL 


[Book. IJ„ 


VD llVrl 


R*1Ul|#l 

If' C1 L\' 

CottijaitT. 


Tl> LORiaiiifi 

i-^ljl :lh|til«| t. 


In the treaty drawn up on tULs occasion the claims iff the Company were 
not forgotten. By the twenty-seventh article*, it was agreed:—■* T|j ut the 
Lords the States ^general of the United Provinces shall take care t-hat Jtib- 
tioe lie done upon those who were partakers or accomplices in the massacre 
of the English ut Ambuyuii. as the republic of England is pleased to term that 
fact ; provided any of them be living/' By the thirtieth Mibb-, four eomnit*- 
rioners were to be named oh both sides to meet at London, and ‘ L fcn examine 
and distinguish all those losses ami injuryin the year Hd 1 and uitf-r to the 
1 Sth of M ay, H>53^ according to tin.- English style, its well in the Ess.st Indies 
as In Greenland, Muscovy, Brazil* or wherever else either party d 'cnplaina of 
having received them from the other; and the particulars of all those injury* and 
damages slmlJ be exhibited to the sai l comrikLssitmens so nominated liefore the 
a fores iid 18th of May, with this restriction, that no new ones shall be admitted 
after that day." Should the commissioners not come to an agreement w ithin 
three months, the whole case was to he submitted “to the judgment ami 
arbitration of the Swiss Cantons,’ 1 who were authorized for that purpi&e to 
delegate cotumLssioucrs, whose derision, given within six months should r d'ind 
both parties, and be well and truly performed/' At the first meeting of the 
conflnisaiouera, held on the 30th uf August, 1651, tin- English t.'ouipuny stated 
their damages at £2,695*939, 15s. Strange to sa y t the Dutch contrived i<< 
exceed this amount, rind stated theirs at -£2,9I9»&6], 3$. C kl. Butli statements 
were supiKjrted by a series of accounts; but the eotmmfesiniitra »nm became 
satisfied that little dependence, was to he placed upon them, and within the 
three months pronounced an award, of which the prmcxpnl findings wen* that 
the island i if Polaroon should be restored to the English, and that the Dutch 
Company should pay to the London Company the sum of 185,000, and to tin* 
heirs or executors of the sufferers at AmboyiUh tlie sum of £3615, 

It fleams to Ut admitted that the award was fairly made; and therefore, 
when the comparatively paltry amount of the compensation is considered it k 
difficult tit account for the loud outcry* which the Company bad continued 
without interruption from the tired years of their existence to make against 
the Dutch us the mean authors of all the inkmities which befell ih-iu Sun lv 
less clamour might have sufficed, when the object merely was to obtain redress 
for Inara which, spread river the course of nearly half a century, had ^iAv 
reached the aggregate amount af 165,000. When the sum was paid, many 
ijiie iti-ms arose m to the mode in winch it was to be apportioned among the 
proprietor of the different stocks by which the voyages of the Company had 
U-eii fitted out A protracted and urinous litigation might have ensued, had 
not Cromwell aknued all the clainmnts, and united them as in a common 
danger, by proposing that in the meantime the money should remain with 
him ra a km The Company pleaded the general state of their affaire, and 
the decreased dromes tances of many of the individual ekimank as rensotre 
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for in it- lending the whole Jiiim] and proposed to receive 135.0UU in hand, and a u i m. 
to express their gratitude to the Protector by lending him the remaining 
£50,001), on the understanding' that it wan to he repild in eighteen months 
by instalments The final apportioutneut of the sum among the eLumnntS was 
left t-i the decision of five arbiters speebdly appointed for that purpose. 

After the arrangement made wit li Com ten’s aasociatiott, the CVunmnv 
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Ijegjin to trade on what was called a united joint stock; and while contending i 
with inimy difficulties, made some arrangements whii-h contributed greatly to 
their ultimate prosperity. Among others; may be mentioned, the obtaining of 
a firumn which, in return fur a payment of 3(M)U rupees (£300), gave them the 
privilege of free trade in Bengal without payment of customs, These very 
favourable terms, which were obtained in 1651, they owed to the influence of 
ilr. Gabriel Bought* m, who, when English surgeon to the factory at Surat, hud 
rid the favour of Shah Jebaa by the cure of one of his daughters, and at a 
later period resided in Bengal its the mediod attendant of the governor, Prince 
Bhujrt, Shall Jehan’s sou. While new facilities for trade were thus ojiened up 
hi Bengal, the Coromandel coast was not overlooked, and in 1654 the important 
step was taken of miring Fori St George to the rank uf a presidency. Jn the >i. Ln-n 
use rtf these and similar advantages, the Company might soon have repaired nil ^■Uag. 
their disaster’s, and attained a higher prosperity than they hud enjoyed at any 
former period Unhappily new obstacles arose front within. The union with 
Caarteifs association had never l»een cordial; mid the members of the latter, 
necustamed to much more freedom of action than the more regular management 
of the Company permitted, became land in their complaint*. When the union 
was framed, the mode of carrying on the joint trade was left open. for future 
arrangement On this subject, the views of the Company ami of the Assads 
merchants were almost diametrically opposed. The Company, jealous of their 
privileges, and convinced that they could not maintain them without a joint stock, 
nduswl to cany on the trade on any other fitting. The Assada rmrehant?, nn the 
contrary, w hile admitting that el company was necessary, insisted that it should 
lie, not el joint stock, but a regulated company, in which the members should 
have Liberty individually “to employ their own stocks, servants, and shipping, 
in such way as the) might conceive most to their own advantage, 7 ’ To procure 
an iiUtlioritaLive settlement of the iinjwjrtant question thus raised, both parties. 

Iei the iaid of 1654, appeared ad petitioners before the council of state. 

The Company, m their [jetttinn, repeated adl the argument* which they hud Amt** 
l>een nmistomed to urge in favour of a joint stock- their own experience ^aarur 
wsqVHNl during a course of forty years—the formidable competition of the 
Portuguese and Dutch—the failure of Isolated voyage*, the exjtenses of equip¬ 
ment far exceeding the means nf individual ndventurers—the extent of territory 
over which the trade extended, the factories of the Company being -aetimlly 
rittmted ’in the dominions of not less than fourteen sovereigns'"and, nlHve 



a_u. Ml* 


Arnu;#- 

lUHIhtliu 
fjrutif .jf 
a. pejuLv.<jl 

EULU^BJl.T. 


iJfwnwdLl'l 

iiixiikiG, 


-73 HISTOEY OF IKDLA (Book If. 

all, ** tliT- engagements which the Company were under to the native powers to 
make good any losses which their subjects might sustain by tike depredations 
of Englishmen.'' even though these should not belong to their service On 
these grounds, they thought themselves, entitled to pmy that the Protector 
would be pleased to renew their charter, with such additional privileges :ls had 
been found necessary to enable them to carry on their trade; to prohibit private 
persons from sending out shipping to India; and to assist them in recmvriug 
their } position in the Spice Islands. Were thin prayer granted they had no 
doubt of bring able not only to procure a large subscription at present, but to 
establish the East India trade on a secure and durable bask. 

On the other hand, the Assjuda merchants alleged that management by joint 
stocks had not been so profitable cither to subscribers or to the public as tlmi 
of separate voyages would have been; and appealed in proof to the succeed, 
manner in which the Turkey, iTuscovy, and Eastland trades were carried on 
under free companies- Besides this appeal to experience, they argued the print 
at great length, insisting, in substance, that a free trade regulated Would eticour- 
iige industry and ingenuity, giving them full latitude arid scope for exercise. 
while each person, instead of standing idle and leaving others to act for him, 
lmd the ordering of liia own affairs, and rimst-rpn-ntly i ipparttmity to make u-■- 
of his own talents; that by increasing the Dumber of traders, it would destroy 
the spirit of monopoly, and, by means of active competition, lower the price of 
foreign commodities, to the great advantage of the public; that instead of restrict¬ 
ing adventurer* to a set time when the subscription list of a joint stock required 
l' i be peremptorily elided, and to the payment of ready money as the only mode 
Of investment, it left them at full liberty to choose their own time, and to invest 
in the mode which might be most convenient, not merely in ready monev. bat in 
good* or shipping; and, finally, that besides being less mepenrive in its manage¬ 
ment than n joint stock, it would be far more efficient, because the adventurers. 
*' bring whetted on by their own interest and the competition of others, will in 
reason turn every stone for discovering of new trades; 5 and thus have some 
advantage over the Dutch Company, who, having little control over their ser¬ 
vants abroad, make Holland the principal seat of their management 

While the subject of a joint stock or a regulated trade was thus keenly 
agitated, Cromwell at first maintained a strict neutrality between the contend¬ 
ing parties, granting authority to both to undertake voyages to India, and 
conduct them on their own principles. An authoritative decision, however, was 
necessary; and to obtain it, the whole question was submitted to the council of 
state in a writing signed by the Protectors own hand, and bearing date 20th 
October, 1656. The council referred the matter to a select committee. who were 
directed to report £< in what manner the East India trade might be best managed 
fbr the public good and its own encouragement" On ISth December following, 
the committee reported that, after taking means to obtain the fullest informa- 
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tion, by directing notices te be affixedto the Exchange, appointing a day for all 
[jersons concerned in the East India trade tit attend, and fully considering at I the 
argument* urged ©rally or in writing by both padded they had not ventured to 
come to tiny positive detenuinatiun, though their own private opinion was that 
the trade ought to be conducted on an united joint block. The council having 
the question thus returned upon them, summoned the governor and committees 
of the Company and the principal merchant adventurers to the East Indies to 
attend them; and after a full hearing on January' 28, iGoT, gave it a* their 
advice to the Protector, ‘That the trade of Eiiat Indy a t>e irmnnaged by a united 
jovut stock, exclusive of ah others,'' Within a fortnight thereafter, Cromwell 
announced hri determination to act on this advice; and a committee of the 
council Wiis appointed to consider the terms of the charter to be granted to the 
East India Company. 

It i* to be presumed that the charter thus virtually promised \va a actually 
granted; hut, strange to say, no copy of it Ims ever been discovered, and the 
1 1 elIv evidence uf its existence is derived from a reference made tu it in a 
petition which the Company presented to Grom well in 11x38, and from a fetter 
from Fort St George to the factory of Surat, in which it is stated that a vessel 
■ idled the Bhickmoore, which arrived from England on the 12lh of June in that 
year, had “posted away with all haste after bis highness the Lord Protector had 
signed the Company’s charter.'’ The Company were, of course, greatly elated 
with their success; and having again formed a coalition with the principal 
member* of the merchant adventurers, succeeded in obtaining a subscription of 
£786,000 to form a new joint stock. It was necessary, however, before acting 
upon it. to make an arrangemeut for the settlement of previously existing 


claims Under the original agreement with Courten s association, the trade had 
fur some year* been carried on by the funds of what wag called the “United Joint 
Stock." The state of its affairs, made up to the date of 1st September, 10.77 
throws light on the position which the Company then occupied:— 
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From tins account, it appear* that at its date the bnlnnee of the credit 
of the united joint stock amounted to the large sum of XI56.3) 7. 7*'. 8c/. lie 
1658, when the new joint stock was formed, this balance must have lwvn 
considerably reduced; hut as much remained us to nuike it necessary to settle 
lice terms on which, if not the whole, at least that portion of it which belonged 
hi what is railed dead stock was to be transferred. The terms, apparently 
very fuvonriiMc. were:—That “mi the new stock paying XXo.tMHV by tWO 
inMtalmentft, to the tmite l stock, the forts, privileges, and immunities in India 
and Perria should k- made over in full right, and the three ship' and XI k(J0il 
In bullion, prepared tor the voyage of this season, transferred at prime cost uf 
the new st<n'k, that on the arrival <d lL i-see 'ht|is at the Company- factories, 
the goods, furniture, and stores were to lie transferred to the new account, at the 
valuation uf 6-. bd. sterling per rial of eight; that the servants of die new stock 
should assist those of the united stock in recovering their debts; and that the 
united stock should he charged with the expenses iff the settlements and trade 
till the arrival of the shipping of the new stock, when the agents of this st.uk 
should tsdee charge, and 1>e entitled to receive the customs of Gombemm after 
the t*t Octoljer, 1653.' Another arrangement of some impn-utn.v wa -. that 
such peis«’i:S as had served an apprentieiisliijv tn the members of the joint -aock. 
should bo admitted freemen and members of the Company on paying u fine of 
X5; and that the persona who had been ]>oa3e&ed of shares in tl n - former trade, 
mid, on that account, had property in the Indies, ware not to lie deemed private 
traders, hut wciv to[ uired, after a specified time, to cam the amount ••i -is.-Il 
property to the account of the new stock. 

Having amicably settled these preliminaries, the Company proceeded to 
: 0 akc a new umingeinent of their establishments u broad, In future, the nther 
pn-d dearies and factories and more especially the factories and trade in Persia, 
were to be subordinate to the president and council of Surat; at the same time, 
the presidency of Fort St George was not only to be maintained, butt© have 
l control over all the other factories on the Coromandel coast and in Bengal, 
where the Company now had a principal ihctoiy at Hooghly, together with 
interior agencies at iWhn bazar, Buie-tv. and Patim. The insular factories 
and agencies were to be subordinate, as before* to the president and coundl 
of Bfttttank The abuse of private traffic by the Company's servants, which hod 
long Wu complained of and hud even, we have seen, been denounced in royal 
proclamations, again attracted attention ; and the appropriate remedy was 
adopted by issuing an absolute prohibition of such traffic, ant! compensating 
for the withdrawal of it by increasing the salaries of the presidents and wdlh 
bora . if .suited, tmd of the suiiordiimte servants. As rt n additional prntrcliirm 
against the ContmtJimce of the abuse, all officials were mjuired in ri_-n purity 
binds to sjwrilied aiunimta, to keep diaries of their proceeding, and annually 
transmit certified copies of them to the court in England, It in srareriy 
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net-^sui v t.j urljserve thiit these regiilatianM for tie suppression of private trade a d i«x. 
proved unavailing; and tlmt the abuse. Instead of taring, suppressed, kept pace 
with the progress, and in not a few instances, seriously damaged the interests 
and even brought el Stigma on the diameter of the Company. 

Scarcely hail these arrangements been completed when Cromwell was called 
to his final account, This event which took pin re in 165S, was attended with ^ 
so many important changes, tlwt all great interests, commercial aa wdl <ts 
political, were more or less seriously affected by it Having thus arriveil at 
what may Le considered a new era in the history of the Company, it will be 
proper, before continuing it, to bring up the history of the Mogul empire from 
the termination of the reign of J changir in 1627 
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EVERAL vein's liefbre the death of Jchangir, the im occasion to his e*tnprt±iiijii 
throne was keenly contested by different members of his family i 
Kbosroo, the eldest son, who hutl been the favourite of his grand- “ ? ’ ,n 
father Aicber, Jailed in mi attempt to seize the Crown when Akber 
died, and was in consequence subjected during the remainder of 
hi,’; life to a rigorous imprisonment Parviz, the sedemd boo, natnrally looked 
forward to the succession; and was confirmed in the belief that it \v:ts intended 
fbr bim, when bis Cither intrusted hhn -with the nominal command in the 
Deccan, where a great- contest for supremacy was waged 1 between the Mahome¬ 
tans and Hindoos. He proved unequal to the task assigned him, and was 
ultimately superseded by the third -<>n< Khurrum, whose abiliti^ were of si 
superior order, and whose military fume had been established by a successful 
campaign in Mu war. These alone would not have sufficed had ho not also 
enjoyed the favour of Nur Jditui, who laid established a complete ascendency 
over her husband Jchangir, and virtually governed in his name. Under this 
influence Kliunrnm. invented with ample powers*, and bearing the title of king, 
which amounted to a recognition of liim as heir apparent, proceeded to the 
Doccoil Here the first object was to recover those territories which had thrown 
off allegiance to the Mogul, and more especially the kingdom of Ahmed nuggar, 
which, owing to the great abilities of an Abyssinian. named Mullik Amber, prime 
minister to the king, ISizam Shall* had successfully resisted all attempts to 
subdue it Khurrum was again successful; and, in return for his success, was 
Vol. I. 3S 
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a.in. mode Viceroy of Gujerat, in which capacity mention is often nude ofbira in the 
journal of Sir Thomas Roe. 

White Kh mr anVg way to the throne was thus apparently ckfur, he utood on 
the inrink of a precipice. Hte brother Shehriar,. the youngest son of Jeliangir, 
hcul become the son-in-law of Xur Jehon by many i Tig SFair Afgan, her daughter 
Xut J«iuh j i by her first kiislmiiil. In consequence of this affinity, Nnr Jeliun was ttit on 
semiring the succession to Shehriur, and made no secret of her intention She 
had little difficulty in gaining the assent of Jdnuigir; 1 >ut KJmrram, deter- 
mined not to be excluded from the great object of his ambition, mist 1 1 the 
standard of revolt lie had married the daughter of Asoi" K him, Xnr Jehan s 
brother, and in him had a powerful supporter; but Nur Julian chose her 
measures so skilfully, that Kim mum soon found himself a fugitive in the 
Deccan- Haro he succeeded in forming a league with his old opponent Mtillik 
Amber \ hot misfortune still attended him, and bu was obliged to throw lnm.seIf 
on bis fatiier's mercy. It would not have availed him; but a new revolt, 
produced by the imperiousness of Nur Jehan, drew off her thoughts from Die 
vengeance which she was meditating, and he escaped. In consequence of the 
revolt, both Jehangir and bis queen became for a time prisoners in the kinds 
rtf Moh&bat Khan, a celebrated general, to whose military talents K hurraing 
previous discomfiture bad mainly been owing, Jehangir died shortly after 
obtaining his liberty, leaving a will which appointed Shehriur his successor Nur 
Jeliun attempted to give effect to it, but the death of her husband completely 
destroyed her inffoenea; and though she survived for many years, .she never 

again figured in 
public life, Sbeh- 
rkr. by ad sting the 
royal tivasure, was 
able to raise an 
army and light a 
1 a ttl e fur th e crown 
Kljiirntm, however, 
now supported by 
the leading parties 
in the state, com¬ 
pletely defeated 
him, and, with the 
usual cruel policy 

IsC”* 1 ' 1 ' nMse ' ^ >ut ' ^ 11111 1,1 dicing with two sons of another brother who lmd 

ijjLiLiiri.tii« joined Wm. All opposition now ceased; and Kbumun, on his arrival at Agra, 
M-nli l^li.n 2(ith January. 1628, mounted the throne under the title of Shah Jehan. 

Sbfth Johan, overjoyed at his noccRsiun after the many misfortunes whkh 
linfi befallen him, and which hail made him at one time despair of being able 
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to secure it, first testified Ids gratitude i>> Am if KJutu, his father-in-law, by jls. t m. 
making him Ins vizier, and to Mo! mint Khan by appointing him bis com- * 
inunder in-chief; and then begun to indulge hi* natural taste for nrngnifictEice 
by public works and splendid entertainments r In the latter of these he 

seined determined to outstrip all his predecessors; and on the first anniversary 
of lik accession, not satisfied with the usual ceremony of distributing ids own 
weight in presents of the most costly materials, caused vessels filial with 
jewels to be waved round liia head or poured over his person ua a supposed 
means of averting mkforttme, and scattered the contents among the bystander*. 

In the valley of Cashmere, where the ceremony via* performed, tiic value thus 
expended was estimated at <£1,600,000. 

Be was not allowed long to indulge in such lavish and ostentatious dfeplavs, lumnw 
Though hk cnsel poSey had extirpated all the members of his family who 
might have competed with him for the crown, in several quarters of Ids 4,tartl '“’ 
donumooa the materials for revolt were provided and ready to explode. The 
Uabek* endeavouring to profit by the uncertainties of a new reign, laid siege 
to Cnbool iind ravaged the surrounding country, till the approach of Molmbat 
compelled them to ratine. In Bundetcuud an insurrection, headed by Nursing 
Deo, the infamous murderer of Abulfuzl, was net put down without a serious 
struggle But-, as in his father’s reign, the Deccan was the great theatre of 
war. The conquest of it by Akber had never been firmly seeuml; and even 
after the Hindoos had been forced to yield, their place had been occupied by 
Mahometan chiefs, who had established the three kingdoms of Ahmednuggtir, 

Bejspoor, and Golcondo, which often refused to yield even a no minal supremacy 
to the Mogul, and were always ready to embrace any opportunity which pro¬ 
mised to free them entirely from the yoke. Such an opportunity was offered 
by the revolt of an Afghan chief of the name of Khan Johan Body, who had 
remit led important military' serviitsi in the time of Jehangir; but, taking 
umbrage at some proceeding* uf Shah Johan, suddenly quitted Agra at the 
head 4if 2000 veteran troops and, in the face of numerous obstacles, made his 
way through Bundeleund and Gimd w&nn to the court of Ahincdnuggur, where 
lie was welcomed by Mtillik Amber. 

The only chalice which the .Mahometan kings of the Deccan could have had 
of resisting the Mogul unit*, would have been by farming a mutual league and 
uniting uLi their force* against the common invader. Instead of this they kept 
aloof under the influence of old jealousies and tends, and allowed them selves 
to be crushed in detail The King of Gctfeondii appears to have been first, n,*irinc. 
intimidated, and volunteered tribute. Niznus Shah, King of Ahmednuggur, 

»"* long as he was guided by the counsels of Mullik Amber, offered fs strenuous 
resistance | but at hist made choice of a new minister, who proved treacherous. 

3wl made pence with the Mogul by both murdering tucking and sacrificing 
the in dependence of the kingdom. The most valiant struggle was made by 


HL&TORY OF INDIA 


[Boos 11, 


Aj). xm 


Ctjjaire i.»t 
IVrtTvpacM 
fafhnft c 
Hofsblf, 


P tlhli JullitL 
«m 1* nn 

nnDjr tQ 
IWkli 


2S* 


Mahomed Adil Shah, who after obliging M ohabnt Khan, the ablest general 
of the Mogul, to mise the siege of Bej a\ H>or, hi* capital, gained several other 
derided advantages. He too, however, finding the contest unequal wan obliged 
to succumb; and Shah Jehan, now acknowledged supreme over all the Maho¬ 
metan kingdoms of the Ueccau, returned in triumph to Ids capital, Hiring 
these oimpaigua the country Hiiifered dreadtolly frolic the ravages not merely 
of war, but of famine, which, caused by failures of tain during the two 
successive yearn of 1GS9 end 1630, depopulated whole districts, and inflicted 
calamities which it took nearly half a century to repair. 

During the campaigns in the Deccan, disturbances had broken out in other 
4 uortens They proved generally unimportant; and the only event in connec¬ 
tion with them deserving of notice, was a declaration of hostilities against rite 
Portuguese, whose fortified laetory at Hooghly, in Bengal, was in oonsoijiaencf' 
attacked by the Mogul governor, and captured after a siege. An event which 
gave Shah Jehun more pleasure was tine recovery of Kandahar from the 
Persians, by the treachery of All Mcrdou Khan, the governor, who, dissatisfied 
with the treatment which lie had received from his own sovereign, delivered 
up the place and took refuge at Del Id This important acquisition seem-. to 
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hivi - j i1 1 iL.r. I [he rmdjith.ni ii Shall Jeltun, whu iiinu l-iI hi'U?ly despatched an 
army into Balkh and Budtrkabiw* which were now in possession of Nazar 
Mahomed, younger brother of Imam Kouli, whose rule extended over all 
the territory beyond the Uxus, from the Caspian Sea to Mount Jnnm:-, The 
enterprise proved more difficult than had been imtkuputed; and, aft j.t u struggle 
of Severn I years, Slash Jcbim despaired of mi&ce& Not only Ali Merd&n found 
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liis eff.rts unavailing; but. two of the emperor* sons, Mumd and Auriingj^be, a.d, iMi 
sils tallied repeated discomfitures. Even idler an arrangement bud been made 
which Juft Nassar Mahomed in possession of more than his original territory, 
AunmgzeDc attacked by the mountaineers of the Hindoo Kooah, made a most 
disastrous retreat. 

SluiL Jelian, though much chagrined, still Imd some compensation in ike atc^nf 
acquisition of Kandahar; but even this was soon to be wrested from him In 
1648 the Persian monarch Shah Abbas 1L made his appearance before it. at the 
head of n large army. The time was well chosen, for whiter, which was about 
to commence, made it almost impossible to march an army from India to its 
relief Aurungzebe, however, undertook the tusk; ami, after almost incredible 
exertions. ordy arrival in time to learn that the place hart already fallen. He 
determined to attempt the recovery of it; but, four months after be had opened 
his batteries, was obliged to raise the siege. A second attempt, in which he 
was assisted by Sand TJUah, the vizier, having also failed, Data Sheko Sludi 
Jtdiim'a eldest son, obtained permission to make a third attack. His force was 
ajore numerous and Letter appointed than those which had previously been 
employed, and he set out in full confidence of success. Great efforts were made 
on both aides; hut, after several desperate assaults. Dam Sbeko was beaten off 
as Ids brothers hud been, and Kandahar was left in the undisputed possession of 
the Persbas. 

Shah -jt*hnil’s warlike energy seemed now expended; and he bad passed cimpaiB™ 
two yearn in tranquillity, when circumstance? ►M eurrrd which tempted him to dcku- 
in ter fere with the internal affairs of the Deccan, for the purpose of bringing it 
more completely under his sway, Abdallah KutL Shnh. King of Golconda, hud 
regularly paid the stipulated tribute The Mogul government, therefore, had 
n- claim ngain&t bun; and he was entitled to expect that the conditions of the 
treaty which he bad mode would, on the port of that government also, he 
faithfully observed He was soon taught the contrary. Mir J urn la, who had 
acquired great wealth hb a diamond merchant, and risen by his talents to he 
Abdallah's prime minister, having lost favour through the misconduct of bis 
son. Mahomed Ain in, entered into u correspondence with Annnagzebc. then 
in the Deccan, and lodged a formal complaint against his master. Abdullah, 
though tributary to the Moguls* was still perfectly independent in regard to his 
internal sdministnttfon,. and was therefore both surprised and offended un 
receiving a mandate from Shah Johan haughtily ordering him to give Mir 
Jnmla redress, So fur from complying. he sequestra tod his property and placed 
bis sun in prison. Tills was probably the very step which Shall Jehun wished 
him to take, as it furnished him with a plausible pretext for further interference. 

Orders were accordingly given to Aurtingzebe to employ force, if Abdullah 
stall persisted in disobeying his tuiuidaie. Acting at once on this authority, 
Ammgcehe, without any previous wand ng of hostility, set out ostensibly ou 
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a i/, ft visit fcj‘ lii-ia m;zl 1 ; and being brought in tlie course of bis journey within 41 
short distance of Hyderabad, Abdallah's capital, turned suddeidy aside with a 
body of troops iuid took forcible possession of it Abdullah, taken com pkb.lv by 
surprise, escaped with difficulty to tie hill-fort of Gukondn, Here, finding Ids 

ijuhjcupUon position dospentte, Ike was under Lite necessity of submitting to the* temis which 

rfOw r^' Aunmgzelje chose to dictate, Mir .Tiun];i, lit reward for his treachery, was 
taken into Awimgzehes tx>nfidence, ami become one of the main instruments of 
his ambitious desigzm The subjugation of Gulcondatodk place in I d5(>. In 
the biiine year Bejfipoor was subjected to amilar ireatiueuL Ahmedn uygur 
had before lo&L even the semblance of independence, and thus the authority of 
the Mogul seemed as firmly established in the Mahometan ijorliou of the Deccan 
as in any part of Hiodoostan. 

The conquests thus achieved gave great delight to Shah Job oil Had he 
known the use about to be made of them, his feelings would have been very 
different Aurungzebe, while professing the utmost dMnterestedness, was 
steadily pursuing ids own aggmmlizemynt, and preparing for the struggle which 
was eventually to give him the throm-, even before it became vacant. To this 
struggle it is now necessary to attend 

shOjJ.W. Slmb Johan, now far advanced in years. had iuvtr sons, Dnra Sht-ko, Sliuja, 

Aurnngzebe, and Murad They were ah of full, or rather mat tire age In IfijT. 
the period to which we now refer, the respective ages of tlie first three were 
forty-two, forty, and thirty-eight Dnm, recognized ns heir apjiarent, was resi¬ 
dent in the capital, where he enjoyed the ME confidence of liis father, and 
in relieving him from the cares, exercised the general powers of government 
Shuja ruled as viceroy in Bengal, Aunmgzebe, as has Wen seen, in the Deccan, 
and Murad in Gujerat They were all fired with ambition, and disposed to take 
adVantiige of the political changes which might be occasioned by their fathers 
death, but differed much in temper and character. Dam was open and generous, 
but so impetuous and hasty as to set at nought the dictates of prudence; and so 
liberal, particularly in his religious opinions, as to be obnoxious to the more 
orthodox Mahometans. Shuja possessed talents, but rendered them useless by 
giving himself up to pleasure, ami acquiring the habits of u. confirmed dninknrd 
Aurongzebe was a perfect adept in dtHduvolatkin, and was equally strccrasfiil in 
imposing on friends and foes His principles, if lie Leu! any, never stood iu the 
way of his interest; mid when he had an end to accomplish, he waa not to be 
deterred by an}’ amount of crime which might be necessary in order to insure 
success The only thing in which lie could he said to be sincere wub his religion, 
iu ’which lie carried fanaticism to its worst extremes, and persecuted with all 
the zeal which distinguished the earliest propagators of Mahometanism Murad, 
the youngest son, bore u considerable resemblance to Shuja in tastes and linbiU, 
but was rluller in intellect, and. if possible, still grosser in his pleasures. By 
the mother of these sons Shall Jrlmn laid also two daughter who, within the 
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reeewr** of the harem, exercised considerable political influence. Fuddiah .id. but. 
Begum, life elder, wbb her lather's favourite. and exerted herself to the utmost to ‘ 

Further the interest nf Dam, Rouahnnara, tlie younger, though not po ss esse d , 
either in person or intellect, of the fl^ompiishinentft of her sister, wurpusscil her 

Jl skill u! intriguer, and thus proved a. powerful coadjutor to Aurungzehe, to 
whom ehp W m strongly attached 

Sueli was the poBtttmi of Shah Johans family in 1657. when he was seized 
with a severe illness, destinfid apparently to Jirovc fatal Dora, that he might 
tie able to make the necessary preparations to insure the succession, endeavoured 4oiL 
to stop ah the avenues of cormnrmt cation through which his b rot Item might 
become acquainted with his fathers state; but the fact was of too pul.lie and 
important a nature to admit of concealment, and a very short time elapsed 
before tlicy were made thoroughly acquainted with it. Slntjn was the first to 
act Immediately assuming the title of king, he assembled a body of troops and 
liegan to march in the direction of the capital. Murad, in like manner, assumed 
the regal title, but instead of quitting his province, endeavoured to provide the 
sinews of war by sensing the district treasuries mtd laying siege to Surat, win-re 
he expected to find a still richer deposit Aurnngzcbe acted with less preeipi- 
tntL-iTi, anil at First rested satisfied with collecting Ins forces and encamping with 
them near his northern frontier. While here he had the satisfaction of seeing 
Dare and SLuja engaged in hostilities, which only wasted their strength. He 
.it last declared against Dare, but, with Jib usual dissimulation, endeavoured to 
disguise his real object by pretending to place his hostility to hh eldest brother 
on religions grounds. For himself if he had ever entertained ambitious thoughts, 
he had now laid them aside, and was desirous, ns soon as an orthodox successor 
to tike throne was appointed, to retire from the world ami spend the remainder 
"1 his days at Mecca Mured was stupid enough to be imposed upon l v this 
shallow pretence, and at once leagued Ids anas with those of Aunmgzcbe, in the 
belief that, in the event of their success, he w rus to be rewarded with the imperial 
crown. Ihim was thus exposed to two formidable attacks—the one from Shuja. 
advancing from Bengal, and the other from Aurungrebe and Murad, advancing 
from the Deccan, Against Shuja he sent his son Solinmn Sheko, who encoun¬ 
tered him near Benoits, and gave him a defeat which compelled him to retrace 
liis steps to Bengal Against his other brothers he seat the Rajpoat rajah 
Jeswant Sing. file encounter took place on the hanks of the Si pm, near 
Ijqjein. in Mol wall, and ended in Jes want's complete discomfiture. The gnJlantay 
ill Murad had mainly decided the victory; and Adrungzebe, not satisfied with 
complimenting him upon it, hypocritically humbled himself before turn as in 
token of the homage which he felt due to hia future sovereign. 

While his sons were thus warring with each other for the succession to the 
crown. Shah Johan himself, contrary to expectation, had nearly recovered his 
uhu&I health. Dam at once resigned his power. A very different spirit ani- 
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a p ima. mated the other brothers, who, when ordered to lay down tbrir anus. Intuitively 
refill They Imd m fact mlvanced too far to recede, and nothing not 
remained kit n further appeal to amis Shall Jetwm was deposed to take the 
field in |H-rscjij. buL allowed himself to be dissuaded, and leit the supreme com¬ 
mand to I>unL who mm w himsolf at the bead of an army wliich seemed 
suttScitiit to crush id! his enemies lit* might have lidded grtdtly ti its strength 
by waiting for the arrival of a krge reinforcement, which his son Solharm was 
bringing from Benares; but bis natural impetuosity urged him forward, and, 
contrary to the better advice of Shah Jchnn. he risked an engagement, by which 
all was lost. The buttle was fought ut Sainaghnr, one march from Agnu in the 
beginning of June, 1658 Many individual acts of heroism were performed on 
both shliss; and victory hung suspended till the disappearance of Dm, in con¬ 
sequence of his elephant having become unmanageable, so discouraged his 
soldiers that a general panic ensued. In the evening when lit* reached Agra 
in bie flight, he could only muster 2000 men, all the rest of liis army hud perished 
nr been dispersed Three days after. Antungiebe and Murad made their appear¬ 
ance, and took immediate possession of the capital. Dam was not in it for, 
oppressed with grief and shame, he had hastily quilted fur Delhi, but Shah 
Jeban web still tit Isis pa bee. 

A«irpne»i*» Aurungzabes course was already determined, but policy did not allow him 
all at once to throw off the mn-k, and he spent some flag's in sending humble 
messages to his father, justifying his proceedings on the plea r>f necessity, and 
endeavouring to obtain the sanction of them. His object, probably, woe to leave 
hL h. father ill nominal possession of the throne, while he retained all the j towers 
of government in his own bund. Shall Jelmn. however, was not to he thus won 
over Dare s mi- f».rtimes only gave him a stronger hold than evet on hi- aflec- 
tions, and he refused to concur In any proposal for disinheriting him. Aunmg- 
zebe, thus made aware that he could only possess the Crown ttsnn usurper, did 
not hesitate to make lib father a prisoner and iisatane the reins of government 
Murad, who had been dreaming of the crown, soon found that he was only his 
brothers dupe. As norm ns Aurungzehe had no further use for him, be invited 
him to supper; and, niter foisting him till he wm in a state of helpless intnxb 
cation. stripped him of hi» arms and placed Emu in confinement, 

<Trtra*.-«r Sludi Jeban was alluved to remain in his palace, where he continued to Ijn , =i- 
j .tw . for seven years, .Much outward respect was ah own Inin, but a strict watch was 
kept on lus movements, and he was entirely excluded from all share in the 
government. The energy and talent which he had displayed during the greater 
port of his reign appear to frave entirely forsaken him. and he nmde no effort 
to regain, his freedom. It h remarkable that no attempt at rescue was made 
from without. His reign had been long and prosperous, and his subjects had 
enjoyed a degree of liuppiness to which they had previously been strangers. 
His wnis. carried on for the most part on tin: outskirts of bis dominions had 
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brought few calamities on his own subjects, while his internal administration a.d. lwss 
had been smgcdnrly moderate and equitable. I t might have l>ecn supposed that — 
such a reign would terminate peacefully', or at lead; that no usurper would be 
allowed to extinguish it by violence, without exciting universal indignation, 
and stirring up hosts of adversaries in every quarter The fact w:i- otherwM, 
and nmy be regarded as a proof that the people had become indifferent to a, 
change of masters, and were now ready to submit to any yoke which might be 
imposed on them. In the interval between his dethroneiuent and. his death, 

Shah .Mian was almost forgotten. His public works, however, still speak fur MAfcun 
him, and prove 1dm to have Men, if not the wisest, the moat magnificent prince 
who ever held rule in India, At times his expenditure was not only lavish but 
childish, as in the instance of the celebrated peacock throne in the construction 
of which he is said to have spent above £6,000^00 sterling chiefly in diamonds 
and precious stones, A 
better splendour was 
displayed in the new 
city which he built at 
Delhi, and the noble 
structures with which 
he adorned both that 
city and Agra In the 
latter stands conspicuous 
above all the Taje 
Mahal the mausoleum 
of his queen Mumtaa 
Mahal, situated in tire 
midst of extensive gar¬ 
dens, on h terrace over¬ 
hanging the Jumna, and 
composed of a lofty 
marble structure, richly 
decorated with mosaics, 
and so chaste in design,' 
ami imposing in effect, 
ns not to be surpassed 
in these respects by any 

edifice in the world Notwithstanding hi* lavish expenditure, the revenues, 

1 “Til# ILtfbb So tba e<ustrai ipjrb&ttl j? admitted othenriK wdnLl hart been intolerable. A* It li, no 
fluty lliFDQgh double (gfttnfl of while mart]# trellis- words can tiprei tb« ebuteoed beauty cfltttn.1 
wc-rir, of ilie nut uqiuiltc di-s^ni one on theouter, chamber sc#n in the h>Fi ^Tijoeu oi the subdued Ugl-l 
Mid on* flu tbsInner finfeof thtwillt. T&«nrdStMte tfut rauA-* it through the cUafuaiiAd Iwlf-clG+cd 
thilwunU produce i!early eamplirtr divrturw; but in OpKitypi that lumUmi ll/’—FergnjKiWi Hand-fit*.* 

Inilii, and in » bnildtpg wholly compose*! of white of ArcMtaSnTL. “ToTcmier bo* Oil■ buildingb«}-uo 
niifhlti, lb La wu required to temper the plarc thai ild C hiilied, mild t*-LLe m it oetupird 29,000 p. tq fnr 
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without being oppressive, were so ably and eeoncmik-idly managed during Shah 
Jd inn's reign. that m addition to vast accumidatlons of plate and jewtlhiry, 

lie left to the value of 
about twenty millions 
sterling in coin. 

■O 

Aurungzebe was no 
sooner seated on the 
throne than he endea¬ 
voured to mute it secure 
by crushing his competi¬ 
tors, Dan, after a short 
halt at Delhi, had pro¬ 
ceeded to Lahore, and 
was busily employed in 
raising an army with the money obtained then' fmm the royal treasury, when 
he learned that Aurungzebe was already at his heels. Conscious of his inability 
to encounter him. ho quitted Lahore at the head of 4000 men, and made fbr 
Stand e by way of .WonltaiL He was raved from pursuit by the advance of his 
brother Shuju from Bengal, at the head of a force bo formidable that Amtmgxche 
thought his presence was immediately reqtdrai He accordingly returned to 
Gclhi, and, having nmde the necessary preparations, marched sauth-enst prat 
Etawnh, in the direction of Allahabad The armies met at Cujwah, about 
midway Ustwevn these cities. Slmja held a strung position which he was not 
disposed to quit, and several days elapsed ltefbre the decisive struggle took 
place. It was commenced by Shuja, who, advancing nt sunrise on the (ith 
of January, 1659, proceeded amidst it furious cannonade to dose action, The 
contest was manfully maintained till Aunmgzebc, who had repeatedly Let-u 
in himiiiiunt danger, succeeded in forcing the enemya centre. Sbnja was in 
consequent* completely defeated, with the loss of 114 cannon and a number of 
elephants* Closely pursued by Malumied Sultan, Aumngittl*-s sun, and Mir 
Jutiik, he etui tinned Ills flight, and never halted till he reached Bengal 

Dam meanwhile had arrived in Sdnde, where lie found iiis ranks so much 
thinned by desertion, that, to escape capture by a detachment which had hem 
fallowing an his truck, he had crossed the desert to Cutch. .Viter a short stay 
here he entered Gujerat, and by tire influence of Shah Nawaz Khan its 
governor, had lieeome master of the whole province, including the important 
towns of Surat and Baronet His prospects thus brightening, he opened a 

communication with the princes of the Ifeecan, and also with Jes want Shur 

*■ 
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the Bnjali of Joadpcier. In the latter lit- hu|ied to find an important coadjutor, a.d mho. 
but was dmppomtod, m the mjuh, after balancing interests, was sutudied lie 
would gain more > y giving his adhesion to Aurmigtobe. Dam, now at the ^>*1 ai* 
head of an unuy of El)>000 men, advanced into Ajjmeer, and took up a com- X *- 1 
man ding position. He bad not occupied it long 1 lefforo Atnrungzebe made his b ‘ 1 * 
appearance, After a mrinonade of three days a getwj*ul assault took phase, anti 
Dam snw himself once more defeated and cnmjttded to become a fugitive, A 
week of incessant toil and hardship brought him to the neighbour hood of 
AluneJuliaJ ■ but it was to meet a Litter disappointments for the gates were 
shut against hint His only resource was a new flight to Cntch, where lie 
arrived with a mere bandful of adherents His altered rimimstaitees produced 
i* corresponding change in the ruler, win. received him so coldly that lie resolved 
to pursue his march to Kandahar, The route brought I urn to the small terri¬ 
tory of dun. on die east frontier of Sciride. The chief, who was under great 
obligations to Dam, received him with much apparent kindness, hnt irptne- 
dbtdy meditated an act of gross treachery, and accomplished it by delivering 
I vim up to Ids enemies Aunmgzebe ws> so delighted with the news that he 
iv-hd.rated it by public rejo kings, Both Darn unri a son S+ytelir who might 
have proved equal Ev dangerous, were bin prisoners. The son was forthwith 
confined in the strong castte of (twolior ; the father wan reserved for more 
ha.i humus treatment The form of a trod was given him; but the eh urge wan 
not for any offence against the state, Lut for aprwtosy from Mahometanism. 

A liquid mid monstrous as the charge was, no difficulty was found in constituting 
a court which held it proven, mid pronounced sentence of death. After si 
hypocritical show uf reluctance. AurungKebe confirmed die iniquitous sentence, 
and Darn was executed 

During these transactions the war with Shuju was vigorously prosecuted by Miqjr* 
Mir Jumlii, who drove him from the different strong positions in which lie bad 
posted himself and compelled I tun, after a series of struggles, to seek an asylum 
in Arneon. Hie particulars iff bis subsequent history are not well known. 

One Account is that (lie ruler of the country, doubtless at the instigatum of 
AnrungiseLe, wris preparing to detain him tin a prisoner, and that Slmju, made 
aware of lib danger, endeavoured to avert it by betiding an insurrection. I 
thb account b true, he prcdutbly perished in the attempt to overthrew the 
Aim^in gpvcrmueiit: but the only tiling cerium b, that neither Shuja nor any 
member ot his family was afterwards heard of Tin- only immediate descendants 
of Shull Je!icm who could now give Aurcmgzebe any alarm were Murad and his 
oon, and Scdiman Sheko and Sejiehr Shako, the two sons of Darn. They were 
already within his power, being all prisoners in the fort of Gwalior Murad was 
put to death for a inunler alleged to Imve l«?en committed by him when Vigerov 
i'f Gujemt The others quickly disappeared by deaths which Auningzebe 
declared to be natural. but which were universally believed to have been violent 
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Auniiigzebe'e supremacy waa now firmly established in every part of Hin- 
doostan. In the Deeoau. uti the contrary, a Ht-\v [*>wer had appeared; and a 
struggle, alNjfnt to commence, was destined not to tcrmEnnte till it kid laid the 
M'lgol empire in mini A race of native Hindoos, allied Mahrattua, occupied a 
tract of the Deccan, hounded on the ma th by the mountain range which fortes 
the watershed between the hisms of the Nerbuddu and the Taptee, hv the sea 
on the west* by the ’VYtrnln on the east, and in other directions by a line drawn 
obliquely from the vicinity of Goa through Beder to Oumdak Within this 
fcmet the great physical feature is the range of the Western Ghauts. descending 
precipitously to the sea through the narrow rugged strip known by the name 
of the Coneon, but sloping gradually towards the interior, so as to form a 
lofty table land. This country. Studded over with natural f- .rtivso.% and 
rendered almost inaccessible hy forests and mountains, waa admirably adopted 
to be tho abode of a nation of marauders, Such tlie Mahrattas were, and had 
been from time immemorial Strong, active, and daring, full of craft, and void 
of honour, they were ever on the alert to pursue their own interest, while 
utterly regardless of the me&m. Descending suddenly into the [-lain- they 
spread devastation on every aide, and before they could be overtaken were 
hastening back laden with booty to their monnkiin fastnesses. The terror of 
their name was thus widely spread; and ninny of tiu-ir neighbours purchased 
exemption from their ravages hy annual payments The three Mahometan 
Hnverdgtu of Ahmedmiggur, Bej spoor, and Golaviidu, being by their position 
brought into frequent communication with the Mfibrattas, naturally endea- 
V'oared to turn their military qualities to good account by employing them as 
"OIdlers In this way not a few of them acquired distinction, and row to 
offices of trust Mullik Amber, the celebrated prime min is ter and virtual sove¬ 
reign of Ahmed nuggar, in particular, made great use of their services, and whs 
so well satisfied with them that not n few of his most distinguish ed officer*; 
Were Mahrattns. One of these, called Jadu Kao, hud attained to a command 
of 10,000 sueri Subordinate to him, and under bis immediate protection, was 
another Mahmtta named Molojee Brads. The latter, as he brought into the 
held only a few mounted retainers, could not have Wn a person of much eon- 
seqiwoc; but ho was one of those hold and dexterous adventurers on whom 
no opportunity k‘advancing his foritxtje waa ever thrown away. 

Mulujee, accompanied by his ^>n Shobjee, a boy of five years of age, was 
attending a great Hindoo festival when Jmlu, at whose house it was celebrated, 
giving way to the hilarity of tlie occasion, took up his daughter, n girl of three 
years old, and placing her and Skibjec on his knees, laughingly exclaimed. 
What a fine couple ! They ought to lie man and wife T No sooner had the 
words pai^il Ik lips tlian Mnlojce started up, and took the company to witness 
that bidtis daughter w$$ afiianced to Ids son. Jadu, who boasted of a Rajpoot 
. 1-cent, was indignant that one whom he probably regarded as a mere under- 
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ling should thus presume to place himself on a footing +jf equality with him, a.». icsr. 
and attempt to take advjmtage of a jocular expression for the purpose of 
claiming affiance with Ills family. A quarrel ensued; but H&lojee continued to 
1 tthat the affiance bad been mode, and ultimately made good his point by 
obtaining advancement which placed him on an equality with J;idu r and thus 
obviated the main objection to the marriage Shahjee, thus tn&oome the sondn- 
Jaw of Jadu, took a prominent part in the war which extinguished the indepen¬ 
dence, or rather closed the existence of the Mahometan kingdom of ALmed- 
miggur Though. on this occasion be belonged mit to the winning but the las tug 
party, he managed so well for himself as to become master of all the western 
portion of that kingdom between its capital and the sea Nominally this tem- 
L'iry now belonged to tine King of Beja]>oor p to wlioat share it fell when the 
Moguls made a partition of the kingdom of Ahjuednuggur. Srabjee, therefore,, 
was now in the King of Bejapoars service; and being sent on mi expedition 
l<* tike aoutb, greatly distinguished himself liy making ouiiqueMs in the territory 
of Mysore. He was rewarded for this service with a large jaghire, including 
within its limits the important towns of Sera and Bangalore. 

By his nmniage with Jadus daughter, Sludijee hiu.1 several sou^ The eldest s**ij«* 
accompanied him to Mysore, and died there' the second* bom in May, 1(127, 
and named Sevajee, had been left at Poo Hah with a Brahmin. Lhidtijee Condu, 
who, during ShahjeFs absence, managed hia Bejupoor jagfcnre The training 
whidi young Sevajee here received determined his future character. He become 
at ouct a zealous Hhiduo, and an expert and fearless warrior, Iiis principal 
associates were the horsemen retained in his father's service, or the muun- 
tnincers inhabiting tin.* neighbouring Ghauts Under the influence of such 
companiouship he soon shook off the authority of Dadujce, and was suspected 
of being in league with marauding partsei. Having acquired a body of adher¬ 
ents* and perceived bow carelessly some of the lull-forts belonging to Bejapoor 
were guarded, he made himself master of one of considerable strength, called 
Toma, situated among the Ghauts, twenty miles south-west of Poonah. It had 
previously t>cen under the charge of the revenue officer of the district; and 
when the government of Bejapoor complained, be succeeded by artifice and 
money in obtaining n confirmation of his seizure, Shortly after, when, by the 
erection of a new' place of strength in the vicinity, a new alarm had been ex¬ 
cited, the government mode their complaint to Shahjee, who immediately or¬ 
dered Ids son to desist from encr^iadjnieol Instead of complying. he threw off 
the paternal authority, m he hod done that of his guardian, and not only with¬ 
held the revenue of his father's jaghire, but seized two forte situated 

within it Hitherto he had feigned submission to the King of Bejapoor* but he 
now felt strong enough to throw off the mask. His first act of Open hostility u» «. 
was the plunder of a convoy of royal treasure in the Lunean Feeling himself ^ 

Hi us commit ted, he continued hb aggressions, and ere long was in possession of 
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Eve of the principal hill-forts in the Ghuuht New gttcee&es attended his anna, 
and the whole of the Northern Cuncan fell into h is huriJL 

The King of Bejapuor naturally susjieeted that Sevajee's conduct was con¬ 
nived at by his father, and therefore endeavoured to .strike at the root of the 
evil by making rihalijee prisoner* He asserted his innocence, but wart notwith¬ 
standing thrown into a dungeon, and told that if his son. did not submit within 
a certain time. the entrance would be built up. This threat* savage as it was, 4 
would probably have been executed, had not Sevnjcc, who had hitherto kept on 
friendly terms with Slrnli Jehan, H.btJiined Ills interposition in his father s behalf 

Having no longer 
any tears lor his, 
father* Se viij eo gave 
full scope to hid 
ambition t tuid not 
being rertfcttdned by 

” • »r 

any scruples of 
honour and justice, 
procured theii^i&si- 
n at ion of a Hindoo 
rajah and seized 
upon Ids territory, 
wldch conipreheiij- 
ed the whole of the 
hilly country south 
of Puonah from the 
Ghauts to the Lqj- 
per Kistmi- While 

be was thus extending his authority Aunmgzebt; nmved in the Deccan in 
Hbbb This event, which might have seemed fatal to Sevajees presets, was in 
the first Instance rather made subservient to them* as he had previously been 
recognized os n commander of 5000 horse m the Mogul service; and on pre¬ 
senting a submissive address to Aurungzebe was confirmed in all bin aeimsitioftti 
yet. however, lie was by no means satisfied; and on seeing Aunutgwbr 
occupied ill tarrying on war with the King of GolcOJida, amid not resist the 
opportunity of turning bis absence to account. For the first tame, therefore, 
be made an mroud on the Mogul territories His success fell fur short of hIs 
expectotlomi; and when Atmmgzebe suddenly returned after a rapid nr id sttccete- 
ful campaign, it requiriri nil Scvajees address to save himself front the fall 
weight of his vengeance. Very opportunely for him, Shah Jehan was adzed with 
the sudden illnt^s already mentioned* and Aurungzebe hastened off to prosecute 
Ids own Luni/itlourt sdmmesi Sevsjw tlms relieved from apprehension, renewed 
his attacks on Kejapoor, the throne of w hich wart now occupied by a minor 
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The lbrgynt of BejAp' Kjr. fully alive to the extent of the danger, raised a large 
army. And gave the command of it to it Mahometan nolle of the name of Afoul 
Khan. The selection ’was unwise, for Afoul Khan, full of Mussulman pride, 
despised his enemy, and considered hini^lf sure of victory. Sevajiv, wdl aware 
of the kind of opponent he had to deal with, twk his mwkaires accordingly. 
Pretending to he overawed by the very terror of his mime, he sent u messenger 
to siiy that he had given up all idea of resistance, and wad only anxious to 
amnge the terms of submission. After some preliminaries, it was agreed that 
a [jersonal interview should take place. Sevnjee mr an while showed great alarm 
lest some undue advantage should tie taken of him, and ns the most effectual 
means of dissipating his fears, induced Afoul Khan to meet hint at a secluded 
spot with only a single attendant Scvajee advanced with a timid, lies!Luting 
air, dressed in u cotton tunic. He was apparently unarmed, but wore beneath 
the tunic a coat of mail, together with a dagger concealed in Its sleeve, while 


within hi- clenched fist, and 
sharp I looks of steel known 
Afoul Khan, thrown COflt- 
Sevajee humbly implored 
-seizid by the daw* and staK 
which had si mad in his over- 
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attached to his fingers, were 
3 y the nameof Jj tiger’s claws," 
pletcEy off his guard while 
forgiveness, was in a moment 
lied to the heart. I fis army, 
confidence, was nt the same 


tim' attacked on all sides by Mahrottas lying in ambuscade, and either perished 
by the sword or sought safety in flight- This atrocity was perpetrated in 1 b59, 
the year after Shah Johan had been dethroned' ami owing to the condition 
both of the Mogul empire, where a civil war of succession was raging, and of 
the kingdom of Bejapoor, which was threatened with dissolution from external 
violence and internal dissension, was allowed to escape with impunity. In 
IGG2 when jieace was concluded. Sevajee remained in possession of territory 
stretching £o0 miles along the coast between Oca and Bombay, so 31 s to include 
th ■ whole of the Concan between these points, and also extending about I5U 
milt - above the Ghauts, from Poonah to Meemj near the hanks of the ffistna. 
Within this territory, notwithstanding the rtiggednesa and general infertility 
of the surface, he was able to maintain im army of 7000 horse mid 50.000 tbot, 
Aiinmgzebe after dethroning his father had eaofcitsd the vice royalty of the 
Deccan on hi? maternal uncl e Sliahta Kbaai, who arrived in 1(302, and fixed his 
residence at Auruhgabnd. Hostilities had cuima-neod 3-elween the Moguls and 
Mabrettas and Sevajee had carried his ravages into the very heart of the Mogul 
province. Slmlsta Khan in consequence put his force® in motion, anil, driving 
the Mulirafcfcas before him, gained pussesaion of Poonah. Sevajer had retired to 
the bill-fort of Smgnrh, about twelve miles to the south, and there lay watching 


4-n. iMi 


UKXKUJLlllSl 
till' il^nnfal 
ufllw KUifi 
■jE U<1 r 


ItetwMA lb ii 
J bifEua 9J>;t 
31 .JiralUu. 


1 ThLi wupan, Li Mill Tiy Sjr It. Mfvntk t.. have fuaMCdl tbrongt Um ring* at llitcmK tic if^dmtn 
btmj bj Pcioijc-c. Tie iQitrannijji a con- nprcHutd In otur enpavinf U in the museum uf i!ie 

rrtktal in lii.r tiic firii ami fourth finnan IwijiZ font hr I La Coin p«r, 



A I? »H 


KtmiurjL 

*oj- 

|irifc<L. 


SotaJh 

li’jmrti 
4 list. 


296 * HISTORY OF INDIA. [Book IL 

his opportunity. Being informed by spies of nil bis enemy s movements, he 
learned tlu.it Shuista Khan had taken up tils quarters in the house where St j vn- 
jgea early clays had been spvnt, Well u,ware of the Mahnittas craft, the Mogul 
commander had taken every precaution against surprise; and was living in sup¬ 
posed security, when a band of tinned men, with Sevnjee at their head rushed 
into Ida bed-chamber. He escaped by leaping fium a window, but not before 
lie hud lost two of Ida fingers by a blow from a sword. The Mahratta party 
luid gained admission into the town by joining a marriage procession, and hud 
afterwards availed themselves of their thorough knowledge of the locality Of 
penetrate into the house by aback entrance. Sbaista Khan n son. and most <il 
hi* attendants, were cut to pieces; and in the confusion, befora any steps could 
be taken. Sevnjee was again hastening buck in triumph t-0 his mountain feflt- 
nesa Though the exploit Failed in its main object, it wok indirectly the cause 
of important results. Sbaista Kban r imwilling to admit that he had been com- 
pletely outwitted, threw the blame on. the rajah. Joy want Sing; not hesitating to 
accuse him of treachery, though be bad only recently arrived to assist him with 
n strong reinforcement In the quarrel which ensued, the operations oi the 
Mogul army were so much crippled that Aunmgacibe interposed; and removing 
Shoista Khan to the government of Bengal, devolved the command of the 
Mahmttn war on his son. Prince Moazziui, agisted by the rajah. T1 1 o change 
was favourable to Sev&jee, who did not fail to turn it to account After an 
ineffectual attempt on Singuih, the Mogul army had returned to Aurangabad. 
It was now Sevnjees turn to retaliate. Having, by a number of feigned move¬ 
ments, deceived the enemy, he suddenly doited off at the head of 4000 home, 
and whs not heard of before he made his appearance at Surat, in the loginning 
of drum:irv, Itidt It possessed no means of defence, and, with the exception of 
the English and Hutch factories, which effectually resisted the attacks made 
upon thcm. was plundered without opposition during six days 

Not long after this achievement Sevnjee lost his father, Shabjee, who, at u 
very advanc'd age, was killed by a full in hunting. He thus acquired . con¬ 
siderable addition to Eiie territories; and, assuming the title of rajah, began To 
coin money in his own name. Hi* also turned his attention to naval atFiiirs; 
nnd collecting a fleet of eighty-seven vessels, manned with 4000 men, bmlc 
many Mogul ships, made descents upon the coast, and carried off much plunder 
fmm the parts and maritime tracts belonging to the King of Eejapoor. All 
these aggressions could not be permitted to pass unavenged. The rajah, Jei 
Sing, who enjoyed as much of the confidence of Aunmgzcbe os that emperor's 
suspicions temper allowed him to give to any one, arrived in the Deccan at the 
head of a large army. Sevajee made little resistance in the open field, and, 
"though his forts of Singurh and Poonindbur when besieged made an effectual 
resistance, became so desponding of success that, on being assured of favourable 
terms, he at once offered to make his submission. It is difficult to penetrate 
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lus mwivi'S, but his conduct on tins occasion certainly differs much from that .vi>, i&a. 
which he had been accustomed to pursue. Without any better security than 
Jei Sings promise, he arrived with only a few attendants m the rajahs camp, 1 
wid then making the hum blest professions of fidelity, readily accepted the terms 
winch were offered- Of thirty-two forts which ho possessed, he unconditionally 
surrendered twenty, with ;dJ the territory depending oil them; the remaining * 1^*1 
twelve and all his other possessions lie was contented to hold m a jnghire from 
the Mogul emperor. In return for all these sacrifices he received nothing more ^ UfUR4 
tlmn the nink of a commander of 5000 men in the Mogul service, fur his son, 
Samlcijcf, it boy of five years of age, and a kind of percentage on the revenues 
of the ihifereni ^strict* of Bej&poor. The hitter grant was valuable only for 
Ils indctiiLiteness, as. it afterwards furnished the Muhrnttas with a pretext tor 
making many unfounded claims. On the completion of this arrangement, Sevajee 
jolih-.l the Mogul army with, 2000 home ami 3000 infantry, in an Invasion of 
BejajHwr. The deference paid to him by Jei Sing, and two letters from Amttttir- 
zelie o-in pit men ring him on his services, made such an impression upon hiiu r that 
he >irt not with Ids son Saiuhajry on a visit to Delhi. His reception was morid- 
lying in the extreme. On approaching the capital, he was met only by an officer Vi *&* ixJki 
of inferior rank, and on entering the presence, was left Unnoticed to take his 
place among commanders of tin* third rank. Overpowered by feelings of shame 
ami indignation, ho slunk behind, and fell down in a swoon. What Aurting- 
sefee intended by this treatment es nut ven obvious. If he thought that the 
Mabmttn spirit was thus to be tamed, he was greatly mistaken. Sevajee only 
binned for revenge, arid, preparatory to it, began with all his usual craft to 
phut mi escape. He hod brought an escort of ,"00 horse and 1000 i-xnt, and 
lulled suspicion by asking leave to send them home, on the ground that the 
climate did not agree with them. He next feigned sickness;- und, by gaining 
ov€-r some of the Hindoo physicians who attended him, found means of com¬ 
municating with his friends without. Meanwhile he was constantly making J* t rcnri 
JtoSBHEtte ni *wvi-t meats and provisions to fakirs and other devotees These were 
conveyed in large baskets and hampers, which passed so frequently, that the 
guards set over him ceased to inspect them. Escape thus became com [smiti velv¬ 
ety 1 One evening Sevnjee was carried out in one of these hampers, and Us 
fjjiii in another, and us he had taken the precaution to leave n servant in Ills bed 
to counterfeit him, some time elapsed before the ei5eu|>e was discovered A 
strict, search was made in every quarter, and nil the avenues by which he might 
pas? to his own country were careful k watched; hut at length, after nine 
months of surprising adventures, he imidc his appearance among his own [people 
in the disguise of a Hindoo religious metidimnh 

It was nut Scvajees pul icy to come at once to u tin«d rapture with the ti-^M 
Moguls; and therefore, availing himself of n change of commanders m the 
Demin, he once more made hia peace through the mediation of Jeswant Sing 
Vww I. 3s 
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obtained a formal recognition of his title of rajah, mid, in addition to Hit* re¬ 
covery of & large portion of his old territory, obtained the grant of a new jng- 
hin; in Bemr. He was thus at liberty to turn Lis arms against Bejnptrar and 
Go iron da, both of which, unwilling to risk a contest, submitted to the humilia¬ 
tion of plying tribute. An interval of tranquillity followed, and Sevajee turned 
it to good account, by introducing many important internal reforms, and organ¬ 
izing, with much skill and success, a regular form both of military and civil 
government. 

The new arrangement made between Sevajee and the Moguls was not sin¬ 
cere nn either side, Aurungzebe only [Attended friendship tlmt he might once 
move obtain possession of Scvajcefa person, and thus save the necessity of the 
protracted war which must kte carried on, in order to subdue him by force of 
aims. A game of craft was accordingly played for some time, but so little to 
A unit ig^ebe’s advantage, that he at last threw off tlie mask and declared open 
hostilities. Sevajtie. so jhr from declining the contest, took the first active step 
by attacking and re-capturing his lull-fort of Singnrb. Other forts, together 
with the territories annexed to them, were also recovered ; and> in 1670, after 
again plundering Surat, he retired along the left bank of the Taptee into Can 
detail, where he set tlje example, for the first time, of levying —a kind of 

permanent black-mail, for which the Mahmttas afterwards became notorious, 
and which amounted to no less than one-fourth of the annual revenue. Heavy 
;Liid odious as the exaction was, many districts readily submitted to p ny it, 
in return for the exemption which it gave them from the other forms of M&h- 
ratta plunder. 

Sevajee's rapid successes w T ere greatly favoured by Aurungzebeb suspicious 
temper and persecuting bigotry. Ever afraid that bis sons might treat him as 
ho had treated his own father, be never Intrusted thorn with any important 
command, without sharing it with some other officer who might he able to 
neutralize any treasonable attempts. His war in the Deccan was carried on 
on this principle, and hence Prince Moazxim was not only crippled in Ida move¬ 
ment*, but obliged to divide hU forces so as to expose them to the danger of 
being beaten in detail In 1671 Auningrabe, under the influence of this suspi¬ 
cious spirit, left Moazzim without reinforcements, but at the same time sent 
Mohabat Ebon to act independent of him, with nn army of 40,001} men. Thus 
circumstanced, neither commander was able to cope with the enemy, and, after 
ft few unimportant operations, Die rainy season coming on, obliged both to 
retire into quarters. When the season for resuming operations commenced, 
Mohakit Khun, while eagerly prosecuting n siege, left 20,000 of bis men exposed 
to the attack of a large army which Sevajee had raised. They were, in conse¬ 
quence, completely defeated In this buttle, which wns fought in 1672, the 
tfAhrattas were fur the first time successful against the Moguls in fair conflict 
In the open field As may be supposed the moral influence of the victory was 




Caxr. TV ] 


REIGN OF AUKLNGZEBE 


-m 


jits greutci thnii the no turn! gain fii j ■ I loss of the cuml.atnnt#, the conquerors ah lst*. 
being fLy much elated as the vanquished were disheartened. 

While Aarungaabe was sustaining these losses in the Deccan, his Attention * 

' V ‘ M <'cctij fie 1 ! by disturbances iu the north-western provinces The A%Liiit? r 
nh\ 3iys restless and troublesome, bad for some time been kept in check by the di "***- t 
governor of CabooL Amin Khan, non mid successor of the celebrated JJir Jumlfc; 
hut in they defeated him in a pitched hit-tie, imd resumed their supe¬ 
riority After various attempts to subdue them, Aurungxcbe undertook the 
war in but with very indifferent success^ and after the lapse of three 

years, returned to Delhi To save his honour, he bad concluded n very imper- 
feL-t arrangement. His return was opportune; for a formidable iaatOrection, 
headed by Hindoo devotees, who pio&sessed great influence among their coimlay- 
meti, broke nut in the vicinity iif the capital Its importance was at first 
underrated, and the idea gaining ground that the nhcls were rendered in yin- 
ctljle by enchantment the Mogul troops could .si-smody be brought to face tlieni. 
Ultimately, however, Aurungzebe succeeded in inspiring liia Mussulmans wiLh 
u fanaticism equtd to that of the devotees, and the insurgents sustained n signal 
defeat The religious form which the insurrection assumed, gave new force to 
Atfrungzebe 3 bigotry, and lie commenced a long couras of persecution, with the 
revival of the odious or capitation tax ou Hindoos. The utmost discon¬ 
tent in consequence prevailed; and in the capital in particular, the streets wire 
ao crowded with clamorous suppliants, that one day, finding himself obstructed 
in proceeding to the mosque, he made way for himself by tram [ding down the 
niob with his horses and elephants 

iu the provinces the results of this persecuting system were soon manifested oii*iK"of 
The Bajpoots entered into a league for mutual defence, and the whole of the 
western paid, of I^Jpootana rose in arms. An exterminating war commenc'd, 
mid raged furiously for many years; but as Atmmgzebca resources far exceeded 
those of the insurgents,, lie gradually gained ground, captured the remarkable 
Aajpoot iortress of L'hitlxKsr—situated on a lofty isolate' 1 rr>ek. which, ihdug 
abruptly from its ha&e, lied for adrlitiomd security been scarped all round to the 
depth of nearly 100 feet—and by the terror of his devastations compelled an 
external submission from many who continued to hate him in tlivir 1 1 carts 
In the iJeecnn, every Hindoo now considering hU religion at stake, felt 
personally interested in the triumph of the Muliruttas- Sevajec, consequently, 
continual to prosper. In IfiT-b when a disputed succession in Bejapoor made 
conquest easy, he extended his sway over the whole of the Southern Ghicud, 
with the exception of a few isolated points; and beyond the Ghaut# pushed 
his boundary much farther eastward* Having now all the reality of a great 
sovereignty, he resolved to complete it in due form; mid on the fith of June, 

HiT'b was crowned with a pomp which imperfectly but ostentatiously imitated 
tile Mogul ceremonial on similar occasions. From tins period, regarding himself 



HISTORY OF INDIA. 


[Boor II, 


lit I6T| 


SrT^Jw’i 

Million 
m1<i lira 
Stnnw 


300 

as the founder of a new national dynasty, lie lived in regal state, changed the 
name of hie officers from Pererian to Sanscrit and became strictly okv/rvant 

of all the rites of HitidoOtfOI. 
These proceedings must have 
given mortal offence to Aurung- 
zebe; and, accordingly, when the 
Mahruttas were engaged in 
making conquests from Eejapoor, 
the Moguls seized the oppor¬ 
tunity to make an incursion into 
their territory, Sevnjee deemed 
it too unimportant to require hia 
presence, and contented himself 
ivith retaliating by sending de¬ 
tachments which plundered Can- 
deish mid Bemr; and proceeding 
beyond the Nerbudda; which had 
never before been crossed by a 
Mahratta force, carried Ids devas¬ 
tations as lkr as Sumach. in 
Gujerat For some time his 
thoughts had been fixed on the 
south. There the jaglilre which 
his father acquired in Mysore 
was held by a younger hit Aker under the nominal supremacy of Bejapoor, 
It. properly formed part of Seynjees patrimony, and lie determined to obtain 
it either in virtue of lib legal claim ur by compulsion. The distance, huw-wer, 
was too great to allow him to set out fur it without hiking precautions. The 
territory of the King of Goleondn pertly intervened, and in order not to leave 
his tear exposed if was necessary to come to an understanding with him This 
was not -lifR-’ijlt. as they agreed in regarding the King of Bejspoor and the 
Mogul emperor as common enemic* After making overtures, which >icre 

jhvMimiblv received, Sevajee set out at the head of 30,000 horse and 40,000 f. h,l 
O n the way he halted at Goleondn, and concluded an affiance bv which, in 
return fur defence against a Mogul or Bejapoor invasion, a train of ari ilh'rv, 
and a subsidy in money, he agreed to share with the king nil the territory he 
should conquer beyond Ids fathers jaghire. Continuing Ids route, be crossed 
the Toongabudra at Kumool, proceeded south-east to Cuddapnh, then jossed 

1 TIjs! KiiE^mt Ktmuiip, or Terror of Ylatfflrj, nth «?I tbc fear f Me , ij fa bud 3* ft, j ;il fongth, 

w * et * 1 ia * nctary arm tie Xbum are m n << rtoriw. * n A on iLo it, tint, it if » enjou! 

comtiasd trmlw rf mdwiN iud Guj«nt hj H w* Tti wlu.Tg j, n M of tin* — 1 W T , r - 

KJll,,nlw ‘ Td*nwl in Mmswot, IflS-ft, It lUndi in white rasHilB, u,d rrjiiwDtins varipn^ 

on a Utmm&tl. «ii nr*i i! U ITCffc, id bright; ftiUl iati|«cti of ftlatai ajttafo r^-Thuratan rtai fndi<t 
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close to Madras, and finally turning south-weak presented himself before the a d. l- ■'•>. 
strong fort of Gingee. befongiiig to Bejapoor, He could not have taken it by 
force; hut haul previously made secure of it by bribing its commander, The 
heavy part of Ins army left, behind suoeteded in capturing Vellore, On arriving 
;U. bb father's jugbirc. lib brother refused to ltvdgn it: but ultimately, after he 
hail taken forcible jpOS&ession, he entered into an arrangement hy which he 
restored it to bin brother on condition of receiving balf the revenue 

The alliance with Goleomla had been short-lived; fur the king, shortly after tv^iis** 

111 (rolnjlMLfc 

Sevnjee’a departure, arranged with tint Moguls, and eunseqtiently forfeited u^um* 
all claim to any share in the conquests which had been made. The Immediate r “ c ' 
inducement to abandon the alliance was an invasion of Gdconda by the Moguls 
under a celebrated lender of the name of Bilir Khan, This chief, after his 
at tuck on Gulcondu, entered the territory of Bejapoor, anti, though his force 
was small, so dexterously availed himself of internal dissensiuiw tiuit ho Was 
able to lay siege to the capital itself in this extremity, tlie King of Bejapoor 
earnestly applied fur assistance to Sevajee, who was wlvanciug fnr this purpose 
when lie was astonished to learn that hi5 son Snmhnjee had deserted to the 
Moguls. His father had imprisoned him m a bill-fort for gross misconduct, and 
the youth having made libs escape fled to Dilir, who received him with open 
anus* Notwithstanding that domestic calamity, Sevnjec continued Lls exertions 
with so much vigour that all Dllir Khan's efforts were battled, and Bejapoor 
was saved As the price of this service, jSevajee obtained a large accession of 
territory, all the Beja]>oor districts between the Toongnbudra and the Kistna 
being ceded to Mm, 

Amid all these successes SevajeC wa> seized with an illness which tarried - f 
him off on the 5th of April, lfiSQ, In the course of nature, he might still have 
had a considerable career to run, as be had Only attained bis fifty-third year; 
but be had lived long enough to produce great pel itictd changes, and become 
the founder of an empire. Originally little better than n maraud mg adventurer, 
lie displayed wonderful sagacity in profiting by every opening that presented 
itself; and when brought face to face with tine most powerful monarch of the 
East, not only maintained un equal contest but often gained decided advantages. 

When Aurungaebt; entered upon his Mahometan misnde, Sevsjw met Ihni on 
his own ground; and taking Hindoo ism under lib protection, gave it once more 
a national ascendency. It i* nnt to bo denied, that in pursuing bis objects he 
wttH unscrupulous, and committed several atrocious crimes; but it may be 
pleaded for him in mitigation, that liis enemies were in these respects still worse 
than himself and that while their crime* were often the effect ot mere bar¬ 
barism delighting in deeds of blood for their own sake, he was never wantonly 
Cruel, and threw honour and humanity aside only when he imagined, of course 
erroneously, that sound policy required it 

Samhnjee was n very different man from his father, and possessed none of 
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his good qualities except coinage, While a mere youth lie had become a com 
plete debauchee; and when by hid misconduct he had subjected himself to con- 
fineoent, so little mtis his pitriotun thjit the first use he made of his recoveml 
treedoto was to desert to the enemy. He had again returned to his country, but 
so fat isom haying recovered his lather a good graces, was .a prisoner in the i" m 
ot Pumdla when his iattjer died As might have been expected in these circum¬ 
stances; some demur W'jis made to his Jiecflssiun, though he was the eldest non 
ami a party was f irmed with the view of placing a second son, Rajah Ram, ;i 
Vniy of ten years old, on the throne This party endeavoured to conceal the* 
news of Sevnjee's death; but Saiubajee got immediate notice of it, and was at 
once acknowledged by the garrison of the fort What had previously been a 
prixm was thus converted into a stronghold, where be remained secure till the 
putty opposed to him broke down; and he entered Ryeghur, the capital, as 
Lin disputed sovereign. 

Hix first acts justified the opposition which bad been made to hija Seva- 
jee s widow, the mother of Ram Sing, wan put to death, Ram Sing himself was 
imprisoned, several Brahmins of his party were thrown into chains, and such 
of his enemies as belonged to other castes wore beheaded The disaffection thus 
produced was greatly increased by harsh treatment of lus father’s minister, 
while be gave himself up to the guidance of a worthless favourite of the name 
of Cains ha, w’ho pandered to his vices. 


The first hostilities tn which Sainl ajee engaged terminated to Ids disadvan- 
tagh- The island of Jinjeera, situated on the west coast of India, a little south 
of Bombay, had long been possessed by the Hubeees or Bidden chiefs of Abvs- 
“' ri 111 who held it of Bejapoor on the condition of uiamtaming a fleet for 

the protection of commerce, and the safe conveyance of pilgrims to Mecca The 
island was strongly fortified; and the Stakes having the command at sea were 
able when attacked to offer a very formidable resistance, The proximity of the 
island to the Mnbratta capital would have made it a most desirable possession 
to that power, as St contributes to form one of the best harbour on the Indian 
coast J anil many were the attempts which Sevajee had made hi become master 
of ir He W!ts alwjl >* unsuccessful; and whife making large conquests hi other 
quartern, bad the mortification of seeing all hi* efforts baffled whenever he 
directed them again.,t this little spot, Satnhajee flattered lumsdf that he would 
be more fortunate, and no sooner felt firmly seated than he resolved to com- 


mener the siege nf Jinjeem One of his Operations was to Connect the inland 
with the mainland by a mound, and effect the capture fey means similar to 
those which Alexander the Great used when he took the city of Tyre, He 
preverl no Alexander; and after being compelled to raise the siege, was enraged 
beyond measure on seeing the Siddee, plundering his villages, and learning that 
they had defeated his fleet at son. In the midst of Ids wrath he would willingly 
have fixed the Wmim on any but himself; and on the pretence that they bad 
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assisted hi* enemies, made war on the Portuguese, and was with difficulty ad i**- 
rest ruined from attacking the English niso. 

A more formidable enemy than either immediately appeared, ami gave him WlL ****"**r 
full employment In the Deccan, the character of the new Mahmtta sovereign Tat X** 
had hoodl become manifest ; and the strict discipline which Sevqjee had main- 
hiined rapidly disappeared through the idleness and debauchery of \m atm. 

He had left vast treasures, hut these were Boon squandered, and the attempt 
to replace ihern by Increasing the land revenue spread general disaffection. 
Aurungzide. perfectly informed as to the change which had taken place,, had 
no sooner quelled the insurrection of the Rajpoots than be began his march 
southwards with the avowed purpose of making a final conquest of the Deccan. 

His army was so numerous! and well equipped that he never contemplated the 
possibility of foil lire, and therefore disdained to strengthen himself bv Forming 
any alliance with Bejapoor and Golcondu, This overweening confidence was 
bn find great fault; another, which looks like infatuation, was the announce¬ 
ment < if his determination rigidly to exact the Jezkt Even his military talents 
appear to have forsaken him, for he l:egan the campaign without siny properly 
concerted plan. While making a long halt at Boorhanpour, on the Tuples, he 
sent off two large detachments—one under Prince AzEm to reduce some hill- 
f ris of the Ghauts, and the other under Prince Mumtstim to overrun tin- Concsui 
and penetrate to the south of the Mahratta country A aim was partially .suc¬ 
cessful, though more by bribery tlian prowess. Moazzim threaded his way 
through the thickets of the Deccan without being opposed; and yet, when he 
arrived in the? vicinity of Goa, it was only to find himself in a worse condition 
than if he had sustained a signal defeat. Almost all his horaee and cattle hud 
perished under the hardships of the march and the want of forage, and even 
the men were beginning to suffer from scarcity. Samhajee, in the meantime, 
was not idle W Idle he occupied the passes through the Ghauts, his cruisers 
were semiring the seu. and capturing the Mogul vessels which were endeavour¬ 
ing to land provisions on the coasts, With the greatest difficulty Moozadni 
reached the country above the Ghauts with au army almoat disorganized, and 
spent the rainy season near Meeruj, where bis ranks were again ilrCadfolJy 
thinned hy an epidemic 

When the campaign was resumed, Anmngaebe advanced in person to Anme^ow 
Ahmednuggtir, idale Azmi and Muuxzim were? ordered to enter Bejapoor from dksul 
opposite direction* Sambajee immediately saw his advantage, and, assembling 
f body of hotacin the north o £ fcbeOonain placed himself suddenly in Aurung 
rashes rear, sacked and burned the city of Bonrhanpoor, and was again back in 
the Ooncan. leaving the whole country in a blaze. In Bejapoor the campaign 
was equally dusnstrou^ neither of the royal princes possessing sufficient strength 
to make head against the forces opposed to them; and, though both received 
reinforcements, no ddvmitage whatever was gained, except the capture? of Simla 
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poor, T«i this place AuninjpKrbtf advanced with hIs army. This movement fur¬ 
nished Samb&jee with the opportunity of making another plundering excursion, 
during which he devastated part of Gujemt and plundered die city of Baroneh, 
About this time he hud entered into un alliance with the King of CSoleoudo, who 
wros therefore now regarded as *m enemy of the Moguls, and his kingdom invaded 
by Aurungzebe. The army, commanded by Prince Mp awlm , made little progress 
till ihe Co ranmnder-m- chief a fanatic Mussttlmiut, why was attended at the influ¬ 
ence po^cssed by a Brahmin. turned traitor and deserted, carryirig the greater 
part of his troojKS along with him. Resi.sta.nce was now vain; and, while the king 
took refuge in the fort ofGuleomla, Hyderabad, his capital, was strixvd and Racked 
Having been reduced to the ooeessity of accepting whatever terms were ottered to 
him. thi: Moguls left Min efiecLimlly crippled, and next tinned their bums nguinst 
Byapoor. The siege of the capital was immediately commenced by Aumngzebe 
in person, it was successful* arid the Bcj&poor monarchy ceased to exist The 
s|>h-m h mr to which the capital had attained is still attested by its ruins Aurting- 
setor having thus succeeded probably beyond his expectations, appears to have 
repented of his leniency in having left the King of Golcandn even n shadow 
of indfiftendance. Little difficulty was found in devising a pretext fur breaking 
the peace, and the whole territory was speedily overrun The king. Abut Hasan, 
shut up in his fort, shook off the effeminacy for which he bad previously been 
notorious, nnd defended himself successfully for sewn months* Treachery at 
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last again did its work, and the Golcondn monarchy also was extinguished in 
1(587. 'The Mogul empire now- reached its utmost limits in the south The 
kingdoms of Ahmednuggur, Bejapoor, mid Goleonda were formally imorpomLed 
wltl"j it, aud even a considerable portion of the Mysore, ami nem i csqHviullv that 
[sart which bud tanned Shahjees jagldre, was held at least by military occupo- 
tion. Vencajee. whom Sevajee had left in possession of the jngtiire, w as obliged 
to confine himself to Tnnjore; and any other Mahraittas who had made acquisi 
tnjas in die same quarts were driven from the open country mid found no 
safety beyond the precincts of their hilt forts. 
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U hrie Aurmigtebe wu thud punning hi* vwtoriims career, Saml^jee seemed 

to 1» almost forgotten. Under tlie guidance of the despicable Oihistia, be had- 

been pursuing a shameless comae of drunkenness and dehaiieheir. The whole 
o.i the open country be hinging to the Uthnttiis waa in const q u euce overrun, 
nn i a systematic attempt wns about to be made on the forts, when a still more 
important object was gained by the capture of Swabujoe himseil lie WSS Mnibajw 
living in security at a favourite pleasure house in the Cowan, when Tokarrab 
Kiian, the Mogul officer at Kolapoor, acting on a plan which is said to have 
originated with Aumugaebe himself, set off with a small lx>dy of troop, crossed 
tlie Ghauts, and, after a journey of nearly sixty fallen, made Ids sudden appear- 
aiive An aJiiiin was immediately spread, and eseajje was still practicable, hut 
Satobajee Was in such a state of intoxication as to be unable to attempt it, and 
wiL- carried off In triumph, together with Calash*, to tlie Mogul head-quarters 
Aunmgzebe, deeming i t possible to use him jls a tool offered him Uk life on 
condition of turning Mussulman; hut he rejected the offer with scorn, and spoke ^rUno^T 
of Mahometanism in such contemptuous terms that an ordinary death was 
deemed an insufficient punishment, mid be was subject- I t-- Inn-id bar ban ties 
before I wing beheaded. 

Ihis execution, which took place In August, 168?, spread universal imligna- 
thui among the Mnhratta-s. Sfimbajet s worthless character was overlooked, 
and the heroism with which he had courted death sooner than abjure bis faith, 
made him be regarded somewhat in the light of a martyr The principal dbldk 
immediately on receiving tidings of his death, assembled at Ryegliur, ami 
acknowledged hie infant son, Sabo, us rajah Rajah Ram, Sambajee s 1 rather, ju» 
Wii-. appointed regent The task thus n&tigiied him was extremely difficult 
Aunmgzebe in person was at the head of an overwhelming force, and it seemed ‘"f* 4 * 
a.- if the Mnhmttas, more especially after the capital, and with it the vouru* ItaJiJu *** 
rajuh liimself, fell into his hands, would have no alternative but to throw them- 
selves on the victor's ruerey. In this extremity Rajah Rum fled to the strong 
fortress of Gmgec, in the ('amatie, after putting the forts of the Decant in r 
good static of defence, and ordering the troops to disperse in their villages find 
wait for better time*. I ’he leading chiefs, whose lauilrt might have been for¬ 
feited, made no scruple of making a feigne l submission to the Mogul, while 
they still kept up an understanding with their countrymen and watched for 
the first opportunity of joining any rebellion which promised to be successful. 

The subjugation of the Deccan being apparently complete, Auruitgzehe *tu.b»ti* 
despatched n general uf the name of Zulfikjir Kliau to reduce t!ingee. Rajah 
Elam, who had now begun to govern in Id* own name in. consequence of the 
captivity of hb nephew, prepared for a vigorous defence; and Zulfikar Khun 
had no Hjoncr reconnoitred the place than he saw that success was hopeless 
without strong reinforcements. While applying for these, he sent part of bis 
army Into Tanjore amt other southern countries to levy contributions Thev 
Vat, L ^ 1 39 
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were thus employed when they received an urgent recall. The Hahrattaa, who 
had never entirely deabted from [heir guerilla warfare, had become emboldened 
by partial successes and were mustering strong in various quarters Scarcely 
any district Eli the iJeccan was -soctjpB frum tlictr incursions; and whenever the 
chout was withheld, nothing was to be seen but fire and devastation. Two Mah- 
nitta lenders, Santujee Corpora and Danajee Jadu, particularly distinguished 
themselves By intercepting convoys* and attack Eng isolated de hid mien is, they 
spread such general alarm that Aunmgzebe felt the necessity of endeavouring, 
by decisive measures, to revive on.: spirit oi' his troops. Zultik&i Khan w*s -.ull 
before Gingee, and unable to make any progress because the reinforcements 
which he required had been withheld When they were at last despatbed, 
Auningxebc gave the chief command to ids son Camhakah, but lie the simc 
time, adhering to hia suspicious system, controlled his operations by sending 
along with him Assad Khan, Zultikitr Khans father. As niigkE Imve been 
expected, alt parties were dissatisfied with this arrangement Laiqbakz-di cm- 
] dallied that, while be bore the responsibility, the authority which he possessed 
was only nominal; AskmI Khan and. his Bon, on the other hand, complained with 
equal reason that, while the burden of conducting the war lay on them, all the 
fsune which in Eg] it be acquired was reserved for another, 

W Idle the leaders see re thus at variance, the combined operations ntccsKirv 
to insure Success could not be adopted. It is even said that Zulfikar Khan 
carried bin resentment so far as to enter into treasonable correspondence with 
the enemy, and furnish them with intelligence which ambled them to frustrate 
all the efforts oE the besiegersv Xo wonder that, in such cireumstanee:-:. the siege 
wa-i protracted for years. Meanwhile Santa]ee and Banigee, the two lenders 
above mentioned, were not idle. Their partisans were spread over the whole 
munfiyi and they could, on the shortest notice, gather thousands around their 
standard, Thus feeling their strength, they resolved to make a great effort for 
the relief of Gkgee, The force provided for this purpose amounted to 2h,'H>0 
chosen home. It was commanded by Saatajec, who came upon the besiegers so 
suddenly that one of their divisions was completely surprised An attempt to 
check Iils progress only led to a second overthrow, and the Moguls cut off 
from their supplies and confined within their intrenchioents, became, instead of 
besiegers, besieged. They adopted the best course wlddi remained to them in 
the owemptonees, and made an arrangement which allowed them to retire to 
WajKkvaah, about twenty miles distant 

During the greater part of the siege, Aurungrebe had remained in permanent 
c;i ntonments near Pun derpoor. on the Bran*, but on hearing of this disgrace, 
Advanced to Bejepoor, While strongly condemning the conduct of hift general^ 
he wuxumstently conferred the sole command on Zulfikar Khan, the only one 
who was truly to blame. After a number of desultory operations, the tiege was 
resumed, and again began to linger till Znlfikar Khun, aware that Aumngsebe# 
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were nrouaed, saw the naaadty of no longer dallying. Accordingly, iD .,™. 
alter allowing Rnj:di Riuii to escape, he earned on his operations in earnest, and 
soon made himself master of the place. 

This success wii* partiv owing to internal dissensions which had broken out jmiwhb 
•““I? tb|1 Mafcrethm Donajee and SanUjae, after acting m concert, had given ^' iD "“ 
way cm feelings of mutual jealousy, and come to an open rupture Saiitajee, <ls 
the stricter Jisdpliimnan of the two, was the less popular; and, after an attempt 
to main Li tin his position, found Ills party so weakened that he had no alternative 
hut flight He wan pursued, overtaken, and, notwithstanding all hh service, 
remoi'yelrftjjy put to death. At this time Rajah Ram hud taken up his residence 
in Satta.mli where he had not only succeeded in again organizing the government, 
tint Mnm found himself so strong as to be able to take the field at the head of 
the largest anny which the Mahx&fchs had ever raised Proceeding northward 
lie crossed the Gods very, levying the cJimti, and when it was refused, spreading 
devostMion a< far as Juutna, forty miles east of Aurangabad Here his progte^ 
was checked by a Mogul detachment, headed by bis old opponent Zuifikar Khan, 
wFto pressed closely upon his truck, and inflicted upon him several defeats. These, 
however, were soon repaired, anil the Mabraitas only dispersed for the time, to 
re-appear in another quarter rus strong as ever. On the whole, therefore, the 
MoguU, even, when they gained a victory, were seldom permitted to reap the 
fruits of it, and hence were gradually becoming more and more eshAuated and 
dispirited. 

Aumngzebe could not shut his eyes to the difficulties of his position; and Ca-Ttn» of 
though now Jar advanced in life, gave proof of indomitable energy in the efforts " lt1_ ' rLlj 
w ideh h - made to Improve it Quitting Id* cantomnenta cm the Beema, he 
suddenly appealed I* fore Sattarofa which was taken In April, 1700, after a 
desperate defence, which protracted the siege for Several montha. While it was 
fArried on, Rajah Ram hud died, and lieen succeeded by a minor son under the 
regemy i>t iiis mother, tarsi Bui, It is not improbable' that this event favoured 
the Moguls, as, in the comae of a few years, nil the principal feds of the Mah- 
rrut;ii* were wrested from them. The war, however, still continued, am i with 
every new success gained by Aurungsclie, seemed rather to enlarge its sphere. 

1 ■ mler the Mahrattn system of Jevimtition, the whole Deccan was converted into 
a desert, and districts which had previously escaped were thrown into consterna¬ 
tion by their meursiuns. MaJwah was almost overrun, and no part of Gujemt 
felt Secure. Even the forts, in the capture of which tlie Moguls had spent so 
much time and treasure, and lost so many lives, could not be retained, and 
began fall, one by one, Into the hands of thdr former possessors. 

To meet the dangers which thus environed him, all the energy which August- 
Aurangasebe possessed iu the meat vigorous period of his life would scarcely have 
sufficed, and this energy was now fatsaMtg him. Borne down by the weight 
of years be longed for repose, and was not unwilling to have purohrused It by 
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.i e itk setting the Rajah Salio at liberty, and even submitting to pay an annual 
percentage on the revenue of the Deccan. The Midirnttiis listened to his over¬ 
tures; but, conscious of their nd vantages, become so exorbitant in their donum da 
that nil attempt at negotiation failed, and Aunitigzebe. threatened oil every 
side, was compelled to retreat, He readied Ahua-dmiggur after a series of 
Anmuff d]masters and narrov personal escapes. Here Ida health cave way, and it soon 

jubt'i iJlruSM- * i-i 

became apparent that lus end was approaching. Tims brought fact to face 
with the la>4 enemy, he cowered before him, and trend 'led under both real and 
imaginary terrors None of bis crimes seems to have tilled him with su much 
remorse as the dethronement of his father. He feared that the game measure 
was about to be meted out to himself and hence saw Ids worst enemies in Id- 
own -sons, A suggestion by Prince Moazzim to make arrangements. for the 
future was interpreted into a wish to pluck (lie crown from his head Indore In¬ 
laid ceased to wear it; and when a letter from Prince A rim was read, requesting 
f>ermLssion tn come to Ahmednuggur boenuse Ids health was suffering at < hjjor it, 
fie exclaimed. Timt is exactly the pretext 1 used to Shah Jehan in his iUmW 
Nothing, indeed, could l*e nu ire melancholy than Aunnigzebos death-bed, A 
letter dictated to Arim in bis last moments gives utterance to Ids remorse and 
terror, and concludes thus:—" 1 Come what may, 1 have launched mv vessel on 

► I v 

the waves, Farewell' farewell3 farewell!' Another letter to Prince Cambakdi. 
Ida youngest son, is in the same spirit—"Wherever 1 look 1 *ee n--.thing but r I •- 
Divinity. . I have committed numerous crimes, and I know not with v. i at 
punishments 1 may lie seized. . , Tie agonies of death come upon me fast ' 

It was so; and on 21st 
February, J T07. Aiming- 

zebo expired, in the 

eighty-ninth year of ids 
age and the fiftieth of his 
reign. After his death 
a document of the nature 
'►!' a will was found under 
liLs pillow, giving the 
north cm and eastern pro¬ 
vinces of the empire, with 
the title of emperor, and 
the capital, Delhi, to 
iloaszim — the south¬ 
west, a nd sou tl i t incl wling 
the northern [uvrt of the 

DflOC&n, with Agrn ns a capital to Arim—and the kingdom of Golcouda apd 
Bcjupoor to tiimbiikslL The extent to winch these arrangements were carried 
out, mid the result, will afterwords he seen. 



Arcrwurm * Itrpi * 1 , -ruix jit I Vuwi m tb. 1'jut 






Cttif, v.) 


THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


309 


CHAPTER Y 


Kcaumpti^n of Hi® faktoiy of tHe East IchILi Codiijuny—New n-'oeraj charter hy Otar]« It.. —Con- 

vtjtu’.HiiiAl <[«rrti'Jii rawed by ill® Company'! proceedings—t'irant of the inland of Bombay. 


HE reigns of the Mogul emperojK, Shah Jehun and Anrangzebe, ad. toil 
together with the rise and progrew of the Mnlirott*^ are & o 
closely inter woven that tt was necessary to link them together 
in a continuous narrative. In tins way many years of the 
history the London East India Company have been left 
Ijehind It will now be proper therefore, to retrace oar steps and raura to 
the period of Cronwvell's davth, which took place in 1658, the very some year 
in which Shah Jehao ceased to reign. The effects, direct Or indirect, which 
both events produced in regard to the Com puny must now be detailed. 

After Cromwell, on the recommendation of his council of state, had decided 
that the trade to the East Indies should in future be carried on by one joint 
stock, the Company now united with the body designated sometimes as Assada 
Merchants, and sometimes as Merchant Adventurers, raised the large subscrip- i ' x * b *v- 
tirtU of £7811,000, and despatched five ships. three of them consigned to Surat. 

Persia, nml Bantam, one to Fort St. George, or SJatUm and one to Bengal 
Tiie civil war which the contending otaiirm of the sons of Sbrdi Jdhau hud 
produced in India had a most injurious effect on trade. At Surat hi particular 
the operations of the Company were almost entirely suspended, and the 
president and council were greatly perplexed as to the course which they 
ought to pursue: because, as they themselves expressed It, "it was equally 
ilnagerons in solicit or to accept of protection. it being impossible to foresee who 
might ultimately be the Mogul " In England similar results were occsfiionttI 
by the uncertainty which prevailed while the protectorate, Feebly ami almost 
reluctantly continued by Richard Cromwell, was gradually supplanted by the 
re-establish incut of monarchical institutions under Charles II- During tins 
anxious interval the servants of the Company al road were left very much 
to their own discreii on. When the homewnrd bound vessels were about to 
return, the coimdJ of Surat, after consultation with the different captains, 
endeavoured to provide for all contingencies by entering into an arrangeinent 
by which the captains agreed to sail as a fleet* and bound themselves under 
a penalty of £liG00 each to keep together us far us priacLstable. On arriving 
at Si Helena* which bad now become the Company's principal intermediate 
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h u t«s. station between Europe and India, they were to wait for intelligence from 
England, and in the event of its nut proving favourable, to direct their 
course to Barbndocs, and there remain till assured of a safe return 

Formerly the 
Company laid been 
averse to forL il [ca¬ 
tions, or at least to 
ibe expense wduch 
i t would 1 ke necessary 
tu incur in erecting 
and maintaining 
them; but it was 
constantly becoming 
more and more ap¬ 
parent from the po- 

S«wij»r HticaJ state of India, as well as from the lu’eijonderatinjx influence of the Dutch, 

fontfythjf. . ^ 4 1 D 

that without fortifications, and the absolute control of them, it would be im¬ 
possible to place the trade on a secure and lasting foundation. Accordingly w’e 
find the presidency of Surat, in acconiiUQce with in-stnictioivs received from homo, 
examining the west coast of the Indian peninsula, in order to discover come 
station which, strong by nature, might be made still stronger by art, so as to afford 
a secure asylum, and recommending for this purpose different -stations which the 
King of Portugal might be induced to cede, It is rather rannjknble that one 
of these was Bombay, which was shortly after to become the property uf the 
British crown as part of the dowry or the Portuguese infantix. On the Coro- 
i nun del i-uast the same necessity for strong fortification was felt, in consequence 
of the alarm w hich had been excited by the near approach of Sevnjee to Madras 
when lie was marching to his southern conquests. In the Femau Gulf w here 
the share of the customs of Gomberoon still formed a valuable branch of the 
Company's revenue- the Persian government had given so many indications of 
i‘ re S“ oJ hostility that it was seriously proposed to negotiate the occupation of Muscat. 
i.rWLivar It would almost seem that in proposing tliia occupation some objects of a verv 
questionable, if not piratical nature were contemplated; for among the induce- 
inenttf mentioned by the Surat presidency are not merely the beneficial effect 
it might have on their coast trade on the west of India, but the facility it would 
give to seize in retaliation on the Malabar jtmksi" In Bengal notwithstanding 
various acts of oppression by the governor, the hopeful charac ter of the trade— 
which seemed capable of lieiog increased to any extent and rendered peculiarly 
valuable on account of the fine qualities of the goods, particularly saltpetre, raw 
silk, taffetas, and other manufactures—made a fortified station jvirticularlv 
desirable; but it could not be obtained voluntarily, and the Mogul government 
still seemed so strong that the idea of attempting to gain it by force would, 
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if any tm 4 been bold enough to propose it, bjive been scouted at once as a d, wc, 
nnpractjcable and monstrous 

The restoration of Charles II., in I6£0, had at first a decidedly favourable tufertwiu* 

# + * Pr^ifi mluin. 

influence un the interests of the Company. Amicable relations were, al once 
re-estiiblished with Spain, the bonds of ftienftahlpwith Portugal were drawn 
doner by royal affinity; anil the Stutos-general, while CQOgritulatirig the king 
cm his return, not only proposed a renewal of frien dshi p, but gave a pledge of 
their sincerity by ordering the immediate cession of the island of Polnrmm to 
the Loudon East India Company. In regard to this cession it must, however, 
be added, that the Dutch governor of Batavia, to whom the order was issued, 
post poaetl it for several yearn under various pretexts, and at last obeyed it only 
It) the letter, while lie grossly violated it in spirit by previously destroying ail 
the .spice trees, so as to render the possession worthless Some of the other 
benefits which the Company owed to the Restoration were of a more nubstantiid 
nature. The first of these to which it is nectssary to attend was a new crown 
charter. 

This deed, dated 3d April, proceeds upon the following preamble: 
our well-beloved subjects, the Governor and Company of Merchants trading 
into the East Indies, have been of long time a corporation to the honour and 
profit of this nation, and have enjoyed and do enjoy divers privileges and 
immunities by force of several letters-patent and charters heretofore granted to 
them by our kite royal progenitors Queen Elisabeth and King James of blessed 
memory: And whereas we are given to understand that of late divers disorders 
and menu veint-uvea have Ireen committed us, well by our own subjects ns 
foreigner^ to the great, prejudice of the said Company, and interruption of their 
trade, whereupon they have humbly besought us to grant and confirm their 
said charters, with some alterations and additions, tending to the benefit and 
advancement of their trade and tm flick.' As it would be &o]>erfiuous to give 
any rmrdyrLs of the contents of this charter, in so for as it merely repeals ami 
confirms those previously grunted, it is necessary only to attend to the alterations 
and addition^ several of which are very imj>ortant 

111 regard to duration no change is made, Lhe only limit to perpetuity being, mwu* 
as before* a three years' notice; but an alteration affecting the very constitution 
ofthir Company b produced by a clause which, abolishing the right which every 
member had hitherto enjoyed of giving one and no more than one vote, provides 
that in future 11 every person shall have a number of votes according to his 
stock, that is to say, for every £500 by him subscribed or brought into the 
present stuck one vote;"' and that "any of those that have subscribed or 
brought less than £300 may give their respective sums to make up £300, and 
have one vote jointly for the same. 11 

By another series of still more important clauses the strictly mercantile 
character of the Company was revolutionized and lull provision made for the 
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large exorcLso of judicial nad even [ujlitical functions Tims- "all plantations, 
fortn, fortifications, factoritw, or colonies, where the said Company s fartories 
and trade are, or shall be m the East Indies, sludl l>e immediately and from 
henceforth under the power and command of the =su ii I governor and Company,' 
with “full power and authority to appoint and establish govemont ami uEI 
ottier officers to govern them/’ The extent uf the authority thus conferred is 
cx [ jlftiiiod by its being added, that in each factory or place of trade the governor 
and his council “may have power to judge all person* belonging in the said 
governor and Company, or that shall live under them, in all causes whether civil 
or criminal, according to the laws of tills kingdom, and b> execute judgment 
accordingly." As there might be factories where there were no governor and 
council, the chief factor and bis council in such places were empowered, when 
any crime or misdemeanour was committed^ " to transmit the party, together 
with the offence, to such other plantation, factory, or fort, where there is a 
governor and council, where justice may be executed, or into this kingdom of 
England, as shall be thought mold convenient " One can hardly help remarking 
bow very' absolute these powers are. and how very liable they must have Isecn 
to abuse- One of the most frequent forms of alleged misdemeanour must have 
been the invasion of the Cumjamys exclusive privileges. In nil such cases the 
Company were the complaining parties; and hence, tn violation of all recognized 
rules of judicial procedure—at least under governments not actually despotic— 
they were in fact constituted judges in their own cause. 

The military urn I political privileges conferred are, it' possible, s til l more ample. 
They include “ free liberty and license for the said governor and Company, in 
case they conceive it necessary to send either ships of war, men, or ammuni¬ 
tion into any their factories, or other [daces of their trade in the said East 
Indies, for the security and defence of the same; and to ckoote commanded and 
officers over them, and to give them power and authority by commissions under 
their common seitl or otherwise, to continue or make peace or war with any 
prince or people that are not Christians in any place* uf their trade or shall be 
most for tbe advantage and Inmefil of the said governor and Company and nf 
their trade; arid also to right amt reoompence theuiHelves uj>on the goods, estate* 
or people of these parte, by whom the said governor and C<na|>anv may sustain 
any injury, loss, or damage, or upon any other j^apls whatsoever that shall any 
ways interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their said trade within the aid places, 
territories and limits Authority. moreover, is givers "to emrt and build such 
castles fortificatiooB, forts, garrisons, colonies or plantations at St Helena, os 
also elsewhere” within their limits and bounds of trade, " na thev in their discre¬ 
tions shall think fit and requisite; stud for the supplying of such sis shall be 
requisite to keep and be in the same, to fiend out of this kingdom to the said 
costlea“all kind of clothing, pmriaimi of victuals, ammimiti m, and imple¬ 
ments necessary for such purpose, without paying of any custom, subsidy, vt 
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other duty fur the same; :ls also to transput and carry over finch number of 
meii T being Willing thereunto, jls they shall think fit" 

'Day invasion of the exclusive privileges of the charter by unlicensed, traders 
had occupied too much of the attention of the Company, and had too often tieeii 
the subject of petition arid complaint to the crown, to allow it to be overlooked. 
Severn! minute and stringent clauses are accordingly devoted to it Tims ‘"full 
power and In-wTul authority 1 ' is given fl to setae upon tlto persons of nil such 
EngHnh, or any other our Huljecte in the said End Indies, which shall sail in any 
India or English vessel, or inhabit in those ports, without the leave and license ' 4 
of tUe Company, “or that shall contemn or disobey their orders, and send them 
to England ' The only security against the abuse of these enormous powt+rs was 
an appeal but the exercise of it was attended with consequences which must 
have made it n mockery; for the moment, ati appeal was entered the Company 
were empowered “to seisse upon" the person or persons convicted and sentenced, 
"and to cany him or theiti home prisoners into England. As unlicensed 
traders were not the only persons of whom the Company were apprehensive* it 
was provided that "for the better discovery of injuries and abuses to be done 
unto the said governor and Company, or their successors, by any of their servants 
by them employed in the said East Indies or voyages thither, it shut I and may 
be lawful to and for the said governor and Company, and their respective 
presidents, chief agent, or govern, t in the said East Indies, to examine upon 
oath sail factors, masters, pursers, supercargoes, commanders of castles, forts, 
fortifications plantations, or colonies, or other perenn, touching or concerning 
any matter or thing us to which by law and usage an uatb may be adminis¬ 
tered ' in spite of all these precautions, it was still possible that by smuggling 
uf otherwise the exclusive privilege conferred by the eliarter might be invaded; 
and therefore, ns an additional security, custom-house officers are enjoined not 
hi 11 permit, any entries to be made of any growls nr merch&ndizfs nf the growth* 
production, or manufacture of the ports or places aforesaid in Asia, Africa, and 
America, above limited or uppropriit&ed to the trade of the said governor mid 
fVittipsiiiy, other than such as from time to time shall be allowed of by the .said 
governor and Company, or their successors, under their common seal, or the 
hand of the officer to he by them appointed to slit in the custom house for that 
] 111 r| MiBse. TFji. 3 ,- the GotUpauv who not many year* before Iwd been threat- 
ened with iiLier extinct uni , had obtained a charter in which the crown, for the 
purpose of malting fchdr privileges ay ample aht po-sdble, stretched its prero¬ 
gative to tire very utmost, and took every imaginable precaution for their 
security both at home and abroad 

At thk very time when the Company seemed about to enter on a new course 
of prosperity, a severe shock was given to their trade in Bengal by the rashness 
of their agent at Hoogldy. Irritated tayond measure at the oppression premised 
or Goimtenancud by the governor, he resolved to take the remedy into his own 
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jl hands, and scj&kI a country junk in the Otngefi with the determination to hold 

-it *l* ft security Mir J mulct, the celebrated Mogul genera], immediately threat- 

eued to retaliate both on the inland agencies and on their frotory at Hoogldy 
The agent, now terrified at the result of Ids own boldness sought counsel from 
the president and council of Surat, who directed him at once to repair and 
redeliver the junk; and in the event of this concession not being deemed 
sufficient to prepare for shipping all the Company's property and leaving the 
place, Iu sending these orders, the members of the Surat council put the agent 
on his guard against the wiles of the Mogul officers, who, they assured him, 
.u^TLi^i: ^ ■■ usually Offered civilities at the very moment when they intended to have 
i^tWfuwa rtiiouise to violence and depredation, The dispute was ultimately arranged, 

and the desperate measure of with¬ 
drawing entirely from Bengal was, 
of course abandoned 

While the Company were thus 
threatened in the east of India, their 
footing in the west was about to be¬ 
come far firmer than it ever had been 
before by an event to which it is now 
necessary to attend. In June, 1661, 
two months after granting the above 
charter. Charles IL married the In¬ 
fanta Catherine of Portugal, and 
obtained, as part of her dowry, ,l the 
port and island Bombay in the East 
Indies, together with all the rights, 
profits, territories, and appurtenances 
thereof whatsoever." The in bud of 
Ennibay, stretching eight miles from 
north-east to south-west, with an 
average breadth of three miles, hm 
an estimated area of little more than 
eighteen square in ilea Its value, 

however, most not be judged by its 
superficial extent. By hind-locking 
a deep bay in a central locality, it 
forms the very best harbour in India. 
The use of such a harbour had long 
l>eeu earnestly desired by the Company; and it was now secured in the liest 
possible f am by becoming the property of the British crown, and consequently 
not liable to be interfered with on any pretest by the native powers 

In March. IGG2. the English government despatched to the East Indies a 
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fleet of live me roof-war, uniter the command of the Enrl of Marlborough. On iD.i«s 
board the fleet wire :i Octroy from Portugal, authorized formally to complete 
the cessnai of the island, mid Sir Abraham Shipman, with 500 soldiers, to take 
possesion and thereafter remain as the first English governor. No opposition 
amwani to have lieen anticipated: but the Portuguese at Bombay, naturally f4> 

15 , , , ,, uf JlutiilnJ i 

unwilling to lie handed over to a foreign power, took advantage nt fiorni 
ambiguities in the treaty by which the Island was ceded, and refuged to deliver 
it. up. Hie English were themselves [tartly to blame for the unexpected oppo¬ 
sition, beoirnw instead of being satisfied with the “ port and island Bombay* 
which wits all that the treaty with Portugal expressly granted they insisted 
that this grant conferred with it n right te nil the Portuguese stations in that 
locality, and more especially to the island of Salsette, only separated from 
Bombay by a narrow channel The el a i rn was certainly extravagant, its Salsette, 
thus represented as an accessory to Bombay, has au area of 150 square miles, 
ami is consequently eight times larger than the principal 

The whole business was grossly mismanaged; and ultimately the English, 
prohibited from knifing, and unwilling or unable to efleofc it by force, were rfajf* 
obliged to look out for some oilier station where they might obtain refreshments, 
and ernplov proper remedies to diminish the mortality which, in consequence 
iif protracted oonfetoment in the ships, was now inn king fearful ravages In 
this emergency application was made to Sir George Osinden, who had Wen 
sent out hy the Company u,v praddent arid chief director of all their a flairs L at 
Surat, ami all others their factories in the north parts of India from Zeilon to 
the Bad Sea," for pennisrion to land the troops at Surah but oven this could 
not be granted for fear id offending the Mogul; and Sir Abraham Shipman 
was reduced to the necessity of landing the troops on the island of Anjedivah, 
fifty mill's south-east from (.loa, where numbers of them perished. Ihe Earl 
of Marlborough had in the meantime toft them to their fate, and sailed for 
England 

These untoward events seriously affected the prospects of the Company. They 
had hoped much from the presence of the ships of war, which they thought 
would have the effect of procuring them more respect from the native powers, 
and of intimidating the Dutch, who were now openly aspiring at an ascendency 
on the Indian coast as complete as that which they hod established In the 
Eastern islands. It had even been expected that the king’s ships might have 
been made instrumental in opening up new mercantile channels to thetoru- 
pany by receiving on freight Portuguese investments from Goa, and thus 
forming the commencement of a carrying trade which might yield lucrative 
returns. The failure of the expedition to Bombay disappointed all these expec¬ 
tation* ind for some time the Company appear to have done little more than 
employ their servants in giving effect to the new clauses in their charter for 
the limiting down of those whom tliey stigmatised ;ih interlopers, Indirectly. 
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however, the foilure of the Bernlhay expedition proved rather n gain than n loss 
to the Company, os It wk doubtless one mam cause of the transfer which the 
crown afterwords made to tSii‘iii of all the rights in India conferred by the 
marriage treaty, Indeed, Sir Abraham Shipman, while Ids men were waiting 
awov ut Anjediviih, made a voluntary offer of Bombay t" the Company. In 
this ho undoubtedly exceeded lib [xjwers; and Sir George Oxinden, to whom 
tile offer was made, was too prudent to accept a grant to which, even if the 
Company had approved, legal effect could not be given. At the same time, 
it might have been foreseen that the acceptance was only postponed. and that 
the crown, hardened with the expense which the possession of the island could 
not bat entail, would ere long require little inducement to part with it. 

During several subsequent years the transactions of the Company are very 
imperfectly recorded The reason may liave Iwcn because they were emapam- 
tively insignificant, The same Heet which had brought Sir George Oxinden ns 
president to Surat, had carried Sir Edward Winter as agent to Fort St George. 
Besides that locality and the stations connected with it, all the agendas and 
factories in Bengal were placed under his Immediate auperintond&ace; and he 
had exerted himself apparently with good effect in adjusting the quarrel with 
Mir dumb. Still, no idea appears to have been entertained of the mst <■>: 
pflXteioii which the Company's traffic was destined to assume in that quarter ■ 
and hmiCE 1 , while distant outposts were eagerly bought after, and the English 
monarch was import urn-] for letters to Ids royal brother of Bantam, whenever 
retrenchment liecmne expedient, and a contraction of the sphere of opgmtfoiiH 
was pmpnsi d. Bengal b almost invariably brought forward as the quarter 
where the experiment might be made with the least risk of injurious mu se¬ 
quencer In accordance with this view orders were given, In 1663, to discon¬ 
tinue the factories which had been established at Patna, Cossiiuluzar. and 
PjjJasiire, in order that all -sib's and purchases on the Company's account in 
Bengal might in future he made only at Hi uglily. When the Company are 
seen thus voluntarily withdrawing from tEje province within which the capital 
of their Indian empire was afterwards bo be established, it is difficult to refrain 
from observing how little they are entitled to take credit for foresight In 
fluff., they were not so much the architects us the unconscious instrument of 
their future fortune 

The year after the Company had thus begun, as it were, to turn their backs 
on Bengal, an event took place which produced general oanstemntiatL The 
Muhiutta chieftain Sevujee, dexterously out^manceuvring the troops of Aiming 
zelie in the manner which has already been described, hail advanced withija 
fifteen miles of Surat on thy 5th of January, 1664, before any tidings of tils 
movement* had been obtained The town was then surrounded not an nt 
present by a brick, but by a mud wall; and hence no effectual n.swtanw could 
1)C made when Sevajee entered it at the head of 4000 horde. The inhabitants 
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allowed themselves to be systematically plundered during six days—Sevajee, A t? im 
according to tlio account of cue Smith, an Englishman, who was taken prisoner ~ 
and carried before bint, sitting outside the town m bis tent ordering heads 
and hands to be chopped olT in eases where persons were supposed to be con¬ 
cealing their wealth. While the native* were thus pusillanimous, a better spirit 
was displayed by the inmates both of the Dutch and English factories. The 
English, in particular, greatly distinguished themselves. Having put tlieir 
factory in ns good ji state of defence a* the shortness of the time allowed, 
and called in the aid of their ships' crews, they met Sevajee's demands and 
threats with defiance; and when a number of Mahmttas, without venturing on tik KmH 
an a-.smlt, forced their way into an adjoining house, a sally wits made which 
dislodged them. By this valiant conduct the English saved not only their own ‘ 

property but that of many natives whom they had taken under their protec¬ 
tion. and rose high in the estimation of Aurungzebe himself who granted 
thorn ji finnan exempting them for ever from a portion of the custom.’ |>nld by 
otlicr nations, and also from all transit charges The visit of Sevajee, which at 
first threatened the Company with the less of all their property at Sur.it, 
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estimated at &KMJOO. was thus eventually the indirect means of procuring for 
them important advantages. 

In 166a. the politics ocf Europe again assumed a threatening appearance. A ' vl *^ ^ r ni 
Dutch war was evidently impending, The Compsmy. well aware that, in that w*tv**a.-. 
event the Dutch would sweep the ludiivn seas, scarcely ventured te prepare an T rWi°i ovm- 
outward voyage, and contented themselvea with instructing their agents in hllL ’' 
India to make all possible haste in completing their Investments, and despatdi- 
ing the homeward bound ships. Kor was a Dutch war the only source of tlieir 
anxiety* as new com|>eritor^ who were afterwards to prove the most formidable 
of all were about to enter the field- The French bad lung had an eye to the 
Indian traffic; and an exclusive company, sharing largely in royal patronage, 
and invested with important privilege*, had been termed This company had 
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Ijithertc rested antisifed with premising great things without attempting to 
perform them; but a u«W spirit having been ilifu.wd into it, it wciis now about 
to net in earnest, and on an extensive wakt On the very fii^t voyage eight 
vessels weil armed, so as to be equally prepared for war nail commerce, had 
been despatched- Made aware of the fact only by imperfect nuaturs, diu 
London Company were at first apprehensive. from the arming of the vessel 
that piratical objects might be intended ; and .sent out instructions that the 
liomeward ships should sail as a fleet, and be provided with the means of 
defence. On Wmg better informed, they deemed It necessary only to inculcate 
the ncecity of using caution, and guarding against misunderstaiHlings which 
uiight lead to tlisciLssiens betvv T eon. the two crowns, W Idle giving these jvkhciouB 
counsels the court gave evident indications ot uaefisiDCv, niul used language 
which might lie interpreted into nn instinctive foreboding of the great struggle 
which the two nations were afterwards to wage for supremacy in the En--.L 
lu tbs desire which the Company now felt for fortified stations, they had 
overlooked one clanger. Their object was to secure an asylum against estema! 
fijtsk, iind it seems never to have occurred to them that foes of a different kind 
might arise and tom the fortifications against their own employers A r- murk- 
able case of this kind now occurred Sir Edward Winter had, as already men¬ 
tioned* been appointed head of the Company » establishment at Madras, and, 
bv their instructions, had added considerably to the strength of i 1 nrt St George. 
HU subsequent conduct had not given satisfaction; and under the impression 
that he was endeavouring to enrich himself by private inide. the court hud 
superseded him, and sent out Mr George Foxcroft as his successor On that 
geuHeman’B arrival in June, Iflfio, lia was received witli all due respect, and 
took his place at the head of the council* while hm predecessor, agreeably U> 
his instructions continued, in the interval previous to departure, tn act as his 
second Sir Edward Winter, though his term for office was nearly expired, 
had been deeply offended at his dismissal; and while continuing to officiate in 
the council. Imd been constantly on the alert to detect some th ing in the conduct 
or language of his succour on which he might found a charge i-gainst liirn 
While under the influence of such feelings, he probably had little difficulty in 
finding what he wanted; and accordingly, Mr. Foxcroft, three months after lus 
arrival, was attacked and violently carried off to prison, on the extraordinary 
gruijnd hl if having uttered seditious and treasonable expre^ons against the 
kings government During the scuffle caused by the apprehension, a Mr 
Dawes, ti member of the council, lost his life, and Mr, Foxcroft himself, together 
with Ids and Mr. Sambrnoke* another member of council, was wounded 
After this outrugeous proceeding. Sir Edward Winter waa too far committal 
to l*q deterred by any other irregularity, and lie at once itnissimied the govern¬ 
ment It seems that he was not without supporters, for lit- suave--ded in 
forming a council, including among its members the lieutenant of the garrison. 
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laming- this internal strife, there was n<« small risk that the fort itself would U v .t n ^ 
lost to the Company, The Dutch, now At war with England—the Portuguese 
viceroy at Goa. offended by the course of proceeding* ut Bombay—and the King 
uf Goleamk—were sill anxious to obtain, [Hisaesaoil of it, the last had tvrai 
taken steps far that purpose, and was meditating an attack by one of bin officers* 
when be was called away for still more urgent service, 

Sir Edward Winter at first took credit for loyalty to hut sovereign and 
dunatoreited zeal hi promote the interests of the Company, and endeavoured to 
justify himself by numerous ktter* addressed to intiuentiid qiiarfcers; among 
others, k is said, to the king and the Archbishop of Canterbury, His conduct, 
however, had lieen too gross to admit of apology; and on finding that, with the 
sanction of government, force Was about to he employed against him, he 
managed, a Her persisting several years in rebellion, to obtain a iree pardon, and 
disappeared from the scene. ' The leniency with which he was treats! says little 
for the wisdom and vigour of the Company's management at tills period, and 
was doubtless an incentive to similar acts of rebellion on subsequent occasions, 

Sir Abraham Shipman, after making an offer of Bombay to the Company, 
jis has been already mentioned, had continued with bis troops at Aiijedivuh, r.rt.i*',.*- 
enduring the miscrv nf seeing them dying around him . At last, in hiM, he !Iuli.u 
himself became one of the victims Mr, Cooke, who had been his secretory, 
assumed the command; and, under the conviction that it was the only chance of 
savins the lives of the soldiers still surviving, entered into a convention with 
the Viceroy of Goa, by which he agreed to accept of the port and island of 
Bombay, according to the treaty as interpreted by the Portuguese. In one 
respect the terms were even worse than thme originally offered to the Earl of 
Marlborough, for, by an additional article not then mentioned, the Pnituguese 
resident in Bombay were, along with other liberties, to lie exempted from the 
payment of customs. When the -survivors on Anjedivah left for Bombay, their 
numbers did not much exceed 100; the expanse incurred by government for 
the pay and maintenance of the troopa, from the date of their embarkation in 
England, was above £13.000, 

Mr. Cookes convention with the Portugtteae was no sooner knenm in Eng- ,5 ^ 
land than it was disavowed; arid, with the view of canying out the cession as 
the English laid interpreted it, Sir Gervase Lucas was appointed governor of 
Bombay Before he soiled he drew up a report, founded on the documents 
transmitted by Mr. Cooke, and gave it as his opinion that the annual expense 
of the garrison necessary for the island would, without including csontingancies. 
amount i 11 at least £7371, and that, moreover, a large outlay for new store* 
would be immediately required This report appears to have made government 
doubtful as to the propriety of continuing to retain Bombay as an wnmediato 
posjgesaion of the crown. As yet it hud yielded nothing, though it had already 
Cost much, and was apparently about to cost more. The conclusion therefore 
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' VTJLS - tlmt in (-lie meantime '"it would 1 k» improper to incur any grea t expense 
upon it, un i that the whole establishment should foe placed on a very narrow 
and economical footing. 

Sir Gecvase Lucas dm veil sit Bombay on oth Xovernber. 1 666i, and, on 
•ssmmag the government, found mattem in u still worn state than Ids foundries 
be tore Jcavnfcg England lurid led him to anhospit^ XHe Mogul go ve rn men fc, 
wlitm they saw the English in possession of an island which they were prepuring 
to tirtily, and wlileli, by its t iritis ml position, might control the trade of Surat, 
became extremely jealous, and openly expressed their displeasure, especially 
after learning that nn invitation had been given to the native merchants to 
settle at Bombay under British protection, The ini.sunderstntiding thus am- 
mtuml w»b brought almost to an open rupture when Mr, Cooke, in order to 
compensate himself for some loss sustained during the pillage of Surat iy Se- 
vajee. took the unwarrantable step of seizing a Mogul junk which stress of 
weather had forced to seek shelter in Bombay krWot Tliis junk belonged to 
the governor of Surat, who instantly threatened to retaliate on the English 
factorjt Sir George Oxinden remonstnitcd with Mr. Cooke, who, in coiLscntipg 
to restore the junk, tonk occasion to inform Sir George that he considered him¬ 
self ns n. king's servant, in a higher and more independent position than «no 
wlm was the servant only of a company. The question thtis raised was at a 
later period revived, and led to considerable embarrassment Sir Lforvasc Lucuh, 
whihr condemning many parts of Mr Cooked conduct, agreed with him on the 
subject of precedence The misumkrstandmgH rmd jealousies which in cause- 
queiKSe arose, wen- injurious to the interests both uf the crown and the Company, 
To the latter, however, the ultimate result was favourable, as the difficulty of 
procuring a cordial co-operation between the two service must have been an 
additional inducement to the crown to shake itself free nf all further res-ponsi- 
liility in regard to Bombay, Before giving an account of the step by which this 
WHS dually accomplished, it will 1* proper to refer to several incident* which 
occurred about thin time, and are of sufficient interest to deserve 3|>ecbtl notice. 

I 1 lie first of these Is a celebrated lawsuit in which the Coni]winy became 
involved, in U3dl>, by the zealous endeavours of their servants to pur down 
unlicensed trading. Frederick Skinner was agent for the merchant adven- 
tu-reTs at Jaiubi, on the north-east coast of Sumatra, and, on the union of the 
companies, quitted the district, after making over his assets and debts to the 
united stock. His brother, Thomas Skinner, who had apparently entered into 
jXMStsaon of Frederick's effects, continued to trade :ls a merchant on \m own 
account A drip and merchandise belonging In him having been discovered hy 
the servants of the Company, was forcibly seized, by the aid nf the Sultan of 
Jambi. The grounds of seizure were apparently of two kinds—the one that 
the property hi question belonged not to him, hut to the < 'ompany to whom ;t 
had W or ought to have been given up by Frederick Skinner; the other 
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that, ns the vessel wag trading without license within the limits of the f'"ro- .m iwt 
I tuny's charter, both it and the goods found in it weiv fbrkned. In terms of the 
charter. the judgment thus pronounced was subject to review, and Skinner, on 
making his appeal, was entitled to insist that, for the purpose of curry mg it out. 
he should be sent home in one of the Company's ships to England, This, how¬ 
ever, mi refused, and he wan left to make his way to Europe as he best COtild, 
by an overland Journey. His complaint, presented at tirnt to die government, ^ 
vras referred sueOeadvdy to a committee of the council, and to the House of tiu»i 
Peers, The Company, when ordered to answer, declined, on the ground that the 
House of Peers bad no primary jurisdiction, and could only judge by appeal in 
the last resort. The lords found that they hud jurisdiction, and preempt*uily 
ordered the Company to plead On their continued refusal judgment was given 
against them, to the amount of CjQGO. The Company s plea raised a great 
constitutional ipiestion, which, on their pOfctioii, was keenly taken up by the 
House of CommniK and decided in tile Company s favour. 1 wo branches it 
the legislature were thus diametrically opposed, and carried on the dispute w itli 
mure temper than judgment. When Skinner attempted to enforce the judg¬ 
ment, the commons interfered and sent biui a prisoner to the Tower. The 
lords were not alow to follow this bad example, and imprisoned the- governor, 

Sir Samuel Huniadiston, imd three other members of the court Not satisfied 
with this, the_y declared the petition of the Company to the commons to he 
h lI se and re-anelalous, and the commons rctaJluted by resolving that any one 
who .should execute the judgment in Skinner’s favour was a betrayer of the 
rights and liberties of the commons of England The controversy threatened 
t», be interminable and was not settled till parliament had been adjourned seven 
timea At lust tlLe king held ft conference with both houses at Whitehall, and 
succeeded, by peraund persuasion, in inducing them to erase all the proceedings 
fn.mi their journals In one teniae tlii,^ gave the Company the victory, as the 
judgment against them was not enforced and Skinner remained without i Klrrss. 

The next event of thb period deserving of particular notice. is the gent'rsd 
peace concluded by the treaty of Breda, 31st July, IbtiT- f° this treaty 
Britain, France, Holland, and Denmark were parties. The bem-tit which com¬ 
merce in general derived from die Cessation of hostilities could not but be fek- 
by the London List India Company. It was not, however, without alloy, l’he 
principle adopted in framing the treaty was that of uti potfidtiis, which «d 
,.,, ur - feft i l,r purft* in ggttfd top* — mK esavily u* they stood at H* dit®. «M* 
In the vase of the Company, the effect Woe that they finally lost the islands of 
Ptxlurooii and Damm, because, in the course of the war, the Dutch had availed 
themselves of their naval superiority to capture them. The loss seemed the 
more grievous because the Company liad boon sanguine enough to expect that , 
by the possession of them, they might be able to secure ft share h the envied 
spice trade. So intent were they on tins object that, even after three islands 
Vol. L W 
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were wrested from them, they continued to maintain an unavailing struggle 
against the ascendency which the Dutch had ertabikdied in the Indian Archi¬ 
pelago. The only consolation which the Company received was, that the 
Ii kss winch they sustained by the Breda treaty wa* not so serious as they uppiv 
]lent 1 ecI w!ien (irst, made acqiintnted wLtli it- tonu> Dtiring 13ie iisurp iti■ hi - -t 
ftir Edward Winter at Fort iSt. (Jeorge, in format ion laid been received that !■ 
was in eorrniumi cation with the Dutch governor id" Ceylon, and contemplating 
the delivery of the fort Hud this act of treachery been complet'd, the rule 
iif uti poysid'jti* would have covered it. and tlms one of the three scats ot t (■-■ 
presidencies acquired by the Company would til all probability have been lost 
to them for ever. 

The only other incident of this p.-rind winch it is necessary to notice is of a 
strictly commercial nature; and yet, when its cotiseqncin.es are traced, it will l** 
found to have had a far mightier influence, not merely on tlie fortunes of the 
Company, but on society at large, than any single event military or |HjlitienJ, 
whidi occurred in the seventeenth century. In a letter dated i-ltli January, 
ld()S, and sent out with the Company's whips which made the voyage j it ih. : 
year, the agent at Bantam is desired “to send home by these ships 100 flja v right 
of the I test tey that you can gett" The language evidently implies that the 
article was already un.dershK.id; and it Is known that severnl years before, iui 
order had been given to obtain small quantities of tea as a present to lii> 
majesty ; bat this is the first instance of a public order, and an order given it' 
is presumed, for the purpose not of making preseuts of it as a mere curies t> 
but of ascertaining whether it might not become an article of lucrative invest¬ 
ment Within a century of the date of this older, the quantity imported by 
the Company approached 3,000,000 lbs.; and in 1834, tlie last yew of the 
Company's moniqjolv it exceeded 33,000,000 lbs., and paid duty to government 
to the amount of £3,580.301. Since then the import into the United KEngdum 
hits more than doubled 

1 >n the 27th of March, 1063, the grant of the port and island of Bombay, 
which government had been for some time contemplating, was completed hy a 
regular charter, issued as usual in the form of letters-patent addressed by the 
king to all his subjects. After stating the nature and extent of the fight, 
acquired by the marriage treaty from the Portuguese, eulogizing the ( riqwmy 
for having managed the trade to the East Indies 1 to the honour and .-l 
the nation,' and expressing an earnest itesire that the said governor and 
Company may, by all got d and lawful ways and means, be encouraged in their 
difficult and hazardous trade ami traffiek in those remote parts of the world, 
bi-i majesty bestows the island and its appurtenances upon them “iu as large 
and ample a manner, to all intents, construction*; and purposes; as we ourselves 
now Ufi and enjoy, or may or ought to enjoy tlie swine, by virtue and force 
of the said grant of our -aid brother the Ring of Portugal/' constituting them 
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tin; true and absolute proprietors of the port and island, rind premises afore- a u h>v 
itud, and every part and piimd thereof Along with the island were granted 
it theartillery, and all and singular arms, armour, weapons* ordnance; munition, 
jurtVilcr, dint, victuals, magazines. stores. anunuiiition + and provisions of war, Tm».<nii* 
and other provisions whatsoever; and all and singular ships, junks, vessel^ and k 
bouts, and nil manner of irip;rrtha. mli/ e t and wares, douthiiig. implements, burnish?,' 

Are., which shall be t*r remain upon within the premises nr any part of thereof, 
ami belong unto us at the time when the said [jort and island and premises 
-hall he delivered up into the possession L of the said governor and Company.'' 

Power was, moreover. given tin'in "to take into their service, at their > nvn 
coats and charges, sucfa and so many of our officers and sob 1 [era ns shall then 
'*. J in it r u]>uii Lhu said pat nr islan d, or within the territories and precincts 
thereof, as they shall think fit, and as shall be contented or willing to serve 
them either in the aajd port and island or elsewhere," 

The port and island thus granted were to ta la Id of the crown “as of the 
manor of East Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common socage, 
and not dr mpite nor by knights service, yielding and [raying therefore tons, 

"nr heirs and successors, at the custom-house. London, the rent or sum of ten 
pounds of lawful money of England, in gold, on the thirtieth day of Septembe r 
yearly, fir ever.” Tin* only restrictions and reservations of any importance k^u- e 
were that the Company sho ul d not " at any time hereafter sell, alien transfer, iw 
or otherwise dispose of the Said Island and premises, or any part or parts thereof 
tn any prince, potentate, or state, or other person or persons whatsoever, but 
such jlh ant or shall be tire subjects and of the allegiance of the British crown, 

.iijrl that *' the inhabit uiu- of the said island, ax our liege people, and sul jnzt 
mir imperial crown and dignity, jurisdiction and government, shall he permitted 
t" remain there, and enjoy the IV<e exercise of the Homan Catholic religion hi 
the same manner as they did at: the time of the said grant to uk made by onr 
s-'dd brother the King of Portugal as aforesaid, and that such order be ol served 
fur the exercise and conservation thereof in all things according to the purport 
and effect of the said article and treaty in that behalf; and further, also, that 
the sadd inhabitant and other our subjects in the said port or island dall and 
may peaceably and quietly have, hold. possess, and enjoy all their several and 
respective properties, privilege®, and advantages! whatsoever, which they or any 
of them lawfully had or enjoyed, or ought to Ituvt; had or enjoyed fit the time 
■ ■f the surrender of the said port and island to us ax aforesaid, or nt any time 

-'Llll'V. 

All the inhabitants of Bombay, together with all afterwards bom in it, 
within its precincts and I ini its, were to have and enjoy all the liberties and 
jsrivileges of British subjects under the government of the Company, who were 
t' have full power t*« uxdftise judicial authority by themselves, their ministers, 
nnd ngents. to repel force by force, by sea ant! land, in case of open hostiUtica 
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x.d jmd with foreign enemies; and u in eases of rebellion, mutiny, or sedition, of refusing 
to serve in WiVi^, fleeing to the enemy, forsaking colours or ensigns, or other 
uffbnoea against law. custom, and discipline military. Lei as large and ample a 
manner to all intents And purposes whatsoever os any captmu-geiiend by virtue 
of Lis office might do." 

The very literal terms on winch Charles IT. conferred Bombay on the G>m- 
pimy, and the very ample powers with which lie invested them for the purpose 
of governing it. justify a suspicion that the act was not quite m difiantereatef] 
mj- ., s hits been represented, and tlint the Company had already begun the practice 

UtUp»ut they afterwards followed of smoothing the difficulties in their way by the free 
distribution of money in influential quarter* They did this to an enormous 
extent, as will afterwards be seen, in the comparatively pure period which 
imme diately followed the Revolution, and endeavoured to justify it by alleging 
that it had lung been customary- If so, Lt is Tint, uncharitable to presume that 
Charles and Ida corrupt courtiers did not allow the custom to te forgotten in 
this instance. But whether obtained by a free grant or a corrupt bargain, the 
port utnl island of Bombay was unquestionably the most important acquisition 
which the Company had yet made. Even in a pecuniary view its value was by 
no means contemptible. According to a statement transmitted to the British 
government by the deputy-governor, Captain Gary, the year before the Conti 
jiany entered into possession, the annual revenue, derived principally from rent, 
produce, and customs, amounted to £6430* 17a 9tL It was understood that 
this amount might te largely increased; and consequently that in Bombay the 
Company had not only acquired a position which might be rendered impregnable 
by laud and sea. but a revenue which, duly husbanded, might meet nl] the 
outlay necessary for fortifications and other improvements The brightening 
prospect thus opened appears to have emboldened the Company greatly to 
extend their operations, and their investments became larger than at any former 
period, 
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>HBAY was at first made Bubordinah to Surat. Sir George 
Oxindt-n, though still continuing to reside and bold his position 
as president at the latter, was appointed governor and cum- 
man tler-in-chief of the former; but at the same tame authorised 
to send one of the memters of Ids council, m deputy-governor, 
personally to ad minister the affairs of the island. With this view n series of 
directions had been drawn up by tlie court in England, The fort or castle was 
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to be enlarged and strengthened; a town, m situated as to be under Its 
protection, ws l- to he built on a regular plan; inhabitants were to be in- 
rtuced to settle b3' exemptions 
from customs, and while the 
English were to ha preferred, 
ii. diets also were to be encouraged 
by the free exercise of their re 
ligiotL The improvement of the 
revenue, so fur as practicable, 
without imposing new and bur¬ 
densome taxes, was not to lx? 
forgotten. To foster mfinufue- 
1 1 ires of cotton and silk goods, 
loams were to be purchased for 
the weavers; and to give new facilities to commerce, a harbour and docks were 
to be constructed. 

Before much progress could he made in carrying out these arrangements, 
several untoward events took place, and new difficulties arose from various 
quarter*. The Portuguese, who liad never been reconciled to the cession of 
Bomljoy, endeavoured to reader it as little lucrative as possible to its new pos¬ 
sessors by taking advantage of their position at T&nm to impose heavy transit 
duties on all goods peasing through it to or from Bombay; the trade of which 
was in consequence greatly crippled, OS Tanna, situated at the head ti B"m 
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hay harbour, commanded the only proper line of communication with the main 
land While an important branch of traffic was thus in a manner interdicted, 
the trade of Surat was again suspended hy an incursion of Sevnjee. Tmm&- 
dlately after his former visit, a substantial wall of brick, Hanked with bastiom, 
had been commenced and was approach mg completion, but ox much still 
remained open as to make it easy for Sevnjee to penetrate into the heart ed the 
town and resume his work of plunder Besides the English and Dutch, there 
was now also a French factory. The Last showed no light, but obtained an 
ignominious exemption by giving the Mabrattw * free passage through their 
factory, and thus enabling them to obtain a rich booty by the plunder of a 
Tartar prince who had returned by way of Surat from a pilgrimage to Mecca 
The Dutch stood upon the defensive, and seemed so well prepared that they 
were allowed to escape. Tht? English, under President Aungier, who hud sue- 
ceeded on the death of Sir George Qxinden, distinguished themselves as before 
by beating off repeated attacks. On this ocoudon, however, they were not so 
fortunate ns to obtain Lite approbation of the Moguls Sevnjee, before he retired, 
bad opened a friendly negotiation with the English, and several conferences had 
been held with the view of arranging the re-e^iblkhmcut of the Company's 
factory at, Rajuhpore. Sevajee wtis anxious to secure the revenue which had 
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\ D hits, been lost by tbe witbdrawtol of the factory, ami the presidency at ^urrnt wok? 
disposed t-u consent, provided they could obtain compensation for past and 
security against future injuries. These conferences were not unobserved by the 
Mogul authorities, and gav® rise to -suspicions, of which the results afterwards 
becjisne apparent 

At tits very time when the bonds of amity with the Moguls were thus 
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APJll nlhilln' loosened. the politics of Europe had been undergoing a change which thren tent'd 
to expose T he {’oiupuny once more to an unequal contest with the Dutch. Hi '.-tile* 
ties were in Fact declared; but, at the same time, by the alliance of England 
with France, which had now a considerable fleet in the East, the inten d nf 
Lite Company were 1 letter protected than formerly. With, a wise precaution, 
however, they endeavoured to make themselves independent of foreign aid, and 
vigorously pushed on the fortifications of Bombay. They were thus engaged, 
but the works were bir from completed and very inadequately garrisoned, when, 
in February, 1(17 "b Hick toff van Goes, the Dutch Governor-general of ] ml in. 
mude his appeapince on the coast with a fleet of twenty-two $hi] s. having 1(HM 
regular troops on board Bombay was evidently the objec t of attack, and could 
sonavdy have resisted had it been made on the instant; but the Dutch l-i time 
by cm lea vi mring in vain to semure the cu-operation of a land force under Seva- 
jte. Mid when at last prepared for action, bet heart on seeing the kind of 
reception which awaited them. President Aungier, who fortmmtdy happened to 
in Bc«uilin.y at the time, exerted himself as Orme hyjierboUcsIly expresses it, 
with the calmness of a pliikisopher and the courage of a centurion." BtwTflm 
400 European mldiera, lie succeeded in mustering 1500 militia, chiefly Portu¬ 
guese and natives. Nor was he destitute of a marine fort* In the harbour 
lay two frigates, a Duteh prize fitted up as a ship of war, and three aimed sloops 
which had been lately built :ls a protection against the Malabar pirates; to tliia 
three n most important addition was opportunely made by the arrival of f OU r 
Freuvli ships, which, on being informed or the linger, had listened from Surut. 
Riddoff. under these annimstajices, satined himself with reeoanoitiw'. md 
then suddenly disappeared 

On the Coromandel coast the Dutch bad excited similar idarm, mid great 
fears were entertained for the safety of Fort St George, Here, however, the 
French again proved impotent auxiliaries, and bymeans of a powerful fleet not 
"tdy kept the Dutch in check, but made themselves master* nf Triucomulw in 
the island of Ceylon, and took St Timing by etornx Hie latter capture, m the 
place is situated only at a short distance from Madras, gave the < fcmpany more 
alarm than satisfaction, and they were therefore not displeased when, after a 
fchort tenure, the French were expelled and St Thonri returned to the paa*#* 
sion of the King of GolcOHila Another success of Him Dutch gave them denix-r 
“W 0,1 th * - 2d of ^73, the Dutch fleet engaged in the dage of 

^t, i home fell in with the Company*homeward boundship* ten in number and 
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rifitly laden* A running %bt eonmivnced off the curat to the south of Maiuttt- ^ o ier. 
11 a turn and issued in the sinking of OKu- tun! the capture of two of the Company s ~ ' 
vt's^k TL e others. 


though not with* 
out sustaining con 
siderable damage, 
found their way to 
Madras* In the in* 
dian Archipelago, 

where tin* Dutch 
suj leriority wasatilJ 
wore decided, it 
was impossible for 
tine Company to 

traffle with a av or]vantage, though they Were now ulive to the imperLuuce of 
carrying their trade still farther east, and endeavouring to establish that direct 
intercourse with China from which, in course of time, their chief, if not theii 
only commercial profits were derived 

Uie danger to which Bombay had Ijwui ejcptiscd from the Dutch ceased rL, '> v “ lh 

.. . „ _ -iLvi r „ . ' ' , ■ . IMIbjbI 

entirely in consequence *A a new whirl in European politics, by which, in 167h 

peace was concluded, mid shortly after happily cemented by the marriage of the 
Prince of Orange with Mary', i laughter of the Duke of York Another danger,, 
however, immediately succeeded The Moguls and the Mahiattna were con¬ 
stantly ut war; and now that the English, by llie pc&esdon of an island 
beldngtng to neither, were gradually beginning to assume the rlignity i)f mi 
independent Indian prayer, their alliance was naturally courted by both* The 
true policy of the Company in the mean tune was to maintain a perfect neu¬ 
trality : but the circumstances were such us to make this almost impossible. 

'I he Mogul fleet, commanded by the Skldee. sought shelter fr>iTii u storm in t ■ ^ ■ * 
Bombay harbour. To refuse it was imjiosHibie. without provoking the Mi ignis ; imviv M 
to grant it wus equally impossible, without giving umbrage to Sevnjee in this 
dilemma the Bombay government took the only <xrurse which lay Open to them* 
by allowing the ftiddtc to remain till the storm blew over, and then requesting 
him to depart He refused to obey; mid collecting his vessels in the channel 
which separates the island from the mainland, landed a number of armed men 
at the villages of Sion and Mazngong, and drove out the inhabitants, apparently 
with the intention of gaining a permanent footing on the Island This was not 
to be tolerated; and after desultory hostilities to the disadvantage of the Sldiliae, 
lie purchased permission to prolong Ids stay by engaging that no more than 300 
of his men, armed only with their a words, should la* ashore at one time, and thnt 
lie would make no attack on the Coriahs—a fertile district of the Conran, stretch¬ 
ing dWig ihe eastern shore of Bombay hartaiur. and belonging to the Mjiimittas 
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Sevajee was naturally jealous of this arrangement, and though, from hm 
anxiety to see tha Company's factory again established at Eajabpare, lie entered 
into a formal treaty with thorn, binding; himse lf to com|k-iisate them for all the 
losses which they bad sustained by Iris depredations, it soon became apparent 
that he was determined not to tolerate the continuance of a hostile fleet in his 
immediate vicinity. Hi.s first step was to send his general, Mono Punt, down the 
Ghaut- with 10,000 men, to occupy tjoUmnee or K&lliau, opposite to the island 
of Salsetle By this movement he accomplished two objects—he levied ebout nn 
the Portuguese, who had greatly offended him by a fanatieid attempt tu fierce 
the Mhhltltfas within tbdr territories to hewme Christians, and he overawed 
the Siddee, who, afraid for his Heed, made ail haste to depart Bombay liar- 
Lnii.ii' Li: l i.l. however, proved t» convenient a station that the Siddee licet, after a 
short cruise, during which many devastating descents had been made on the 
Mahmtta coasts, again returned. The Bombay government having again 
permitted it to occupy Its fbimer station, Sevajee was greatly incensed, and 
resolved to rid himself uf it at all Jlaycmis. With this view lie at first collected 
a large fleet of boats within his own territory, on the east side of Bombav har¬ 
bour , hut finding tits attack of the Siddee fleet in this maimer impracticable, 
he made application to the Portuguese at Tanna for penui&don to cross over 
to Salnette, from which he anticipated hide difficulty in finding access to lhun- 
hay itself Thin permission being refused, lie tamed his attention to on opposite 
quarter, and dexterously availed InmseLf of two small islands. Billed Kimnery 
and Henery, situated so as to command the southern entrance of Bombay har¬ 
bour, The natural strength of this position Imd hitherto been evadooked both 
by Portago ese and English; and when Sevajee had not only discovered it, but 
taken possession of Ktnnery, the Larger of the two bln in by and began to erect 
fi rtideations upon It. the greatest alarm prevailed [t was of no use to attempt 
negotiation, and therefore ad ion was immediately resolved upon, i’he plan, 
however, was very defective, and in the fir^t encounter the advantage was 
rather in favour of Sevajee’s party. A second attempt would have been disas¬ 
trous to tb& assailants had nut the 2fe vinge, the only English frigate ],resent, 
kept her ground, and, after sinking five of the enemy's vessels, compelled the 
w hole fleet of fifty to seek safety by flight The Mahnittos still kept possession 
of Emmery, and mounting several cannon, tired without much skill or effect 
Meanwhile the Moguls, informed of the hostilities, expressed a desire to share 
m them, and sent a considerable fleet to Bombay. Tit. didodgment of the 
Mahrattas might now have Itetn easy- bat the English, having discovered that 
the Siddee, if he succeeded in capbmug it, meant, to keep it to iiim.seIf with¬ 
held their aid, and left the two native powers to fight it out m they best could. 
The struggle was in consequence protracted, and was not finished when Scvajee 
died in 1680, 

Though war was thus raging in Its vicinity, Bombay continued to make 
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progress, and the propriety of eubetitutiiig it for Surat, an the seat of the western a n tt-t 
presidency, had become #o ulvioiw 11 a now to be regarded only as a question of 
time Its fortifications Imtl I H*en earned on for a series uf yeam without inter¬ 
ruption, and, as early as 1674, mounted 100 pieces of cannon ; its regular garri¬ 
son consisted of two companies, each of 200 men ; tliree companies of militia hud 
been regularly organized; and several well-manned vessels were [wnimneiatly 
stationed in its harbour. The progress would Imve been still more rapid liad 
not a deficiency uf funds induced the government to adopt rather questionable 
means of replenidiiiig their treasury. The inhabitants were burdened with new 
taxation in the shape of excise duties, and both imports and exports were 
charged with customs equalling, and in soma instances fur exceeding those 
which the Great Mogul, m the plenitude of his power, levied either from his 
own subjects or from atxangera On import^ including com, grain, and timber, 

££ per cent was to be levied jls custom, and 1 per cent to defray the expense u*J«ivrt». 
■ if fortifications,; on exports the customs alone waa fixed at B\ per cent Some 
articles of little bulk hut considerable value, as gold and silver, jewels, mmk 
and timber, ivere the only exemptions, while Indian tobacco and Indian iron 
imported, and, still more iinaccoimtuljly, the whole produce of the island (eoccut- 
mits, salt, iLsb, ) exported, were saddled with a custom of S per cent Smite 
of these impositions almost look as if the object had been not to encourage 
trade, but to extinguish it The only justification must be sought in the eager 
desire of the governor to show that the original estimate of the revenue from 
the Island wrw not overrated, and that it was able not only to pay its expenses, 
but yield a surplus. 

Wldle tlie governor was thus taxing his ingenuity in the invention of new 
•sources of revenue Captain Shaxton, Ids deputy, was, if not actively encourag¬ 
ing. at least conniving at proceedings of a mutinous tendency. The principal 
grou nds uf complaint by the soldiers were, that their period of service, which 
wits limited to three years, had expired, end that a month's pay. which had been 
promised them, luul been withheld. On these grounds they threatened to lay 
down their ium& If the complaint* were well founded, and it h to be presumed 
that they were, ns Bruce in Ids Annate commends the prudence of President 
Aungier in granting the demands of the soldiers, it is not. easy to see the justice 
of the praise which the name author bestows upon him for firmness in afterwards 
seizing the principal lead era and trying them, not by civil, but by martial law. 

The charter, it b true, authorized martial law, but it was surely both right am l 
expedient that, in having recourse to it tor tlie first time, the guilt should not 
only have been of a very aggravated description, but that, even after it wan 
proved, judgment should have been tempered with mercy. Nothing of this U 
seen in President Aungier* proceedings. The men were promised pay and then 
refined it; they had served (he full [>eriod for which they had enlisted, and 
xnafatted on their discharge If the justice of the complaint could not Iw denied, 
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-D'.ibtk. the retd fiuilt was mot in those who complained but in the government who 
made it iietrcssmy. At all events* there wan nothing in the conduct of the 
so-called mutineers to justify the sentence which condemned three >f them tn 
death, and which wua actually carried into effect in the case of one of them. 
This first exercbfc of martial Jaw in name of the Company took place on 21st 
1 >■‘lni»er. 1671. Captain Shasten, the worst culprit, if there was one, was next 
tried, and found guilty on several charges. Uut his station, though it i-nl\ 
aggravated his offence, protected him. and he was sent to England to lie dealt 
with :is might there he deemed proper, 

Cr:r fir uf The moat memom!ilc event in the history of tine Compnn in itiTfi wx- tb 
ciniiius^j formal adoption of the principle of sf'.m&rityns the rule of succession to ortii.v-i 
of trust and emolument In the letter of tin- court to the presidency nf Sum 
the mode in which the principle was to be applied is thus stated:— For the 
advancement of our apprentices, we direct that, after they have served for the 
first five yeores, they shall have £10 per imnum for the two last yeaned; and 
having served these two yeares, to be entertayned One venire longer, as writers 
and have writers' sallary; and having served that yeane, to enter into the degree 
of factors, which otherwise would have been ten ycares And knowing that a 
distinction of. titles is in many respects neea-sary we do order, that when 
apprentices have served their times, they be styled writers; and when writer* 
have served their times, they lie styled factors; and facts us having served their 
times, to lie styled merchants; and merchants having served their times, to Ik* 
styled sen for merchant’' By this arrangement many disputes as to advance¬ 
ment were obviated, and much ifiaconhstit in consequence suppressed; but the 
principle of seniority, except in mere matters of routine, when the most ordinary 

tpirdideations combined with a sufficient amount of practice may suffice, h ... 

in the extreme, because it removes all stimulus to exertion, and makes no 
account of either ability or industry. It is rather singular that in laying down 
thin ndc the court saw the necessity of departing from it in one very impr.-rtmit 
particular by holding out a kind of premium t>< military tult-nt. enjoin it ig all 
their civil servants to appl} themselves to acquire a knowledge of unMtun 
discipline, that, in the event, either of any sudden attack* or of befog found 
better ||nalitied For military than for civil duties, the\ might receive ccmt- 
mijaaions, and have the pay of military officers, till the pleasure of the court 
should be known/' 

lhTil hi the course of the war earned on between the Morals and the Mahmtta- 

JLl trfni pt» Dll m 

4 the Siddee had made himself master of Heneiy in the same way nsScvajee hud 
(Ut.is«nj« ol hennery; and thus by the negligent anil irresolute conduct which the local 
authorities had pursued* Bombay was excised to a double 'huger, and its pro*- 
jK-rity wits seriously interrupted The court at home, greatly perplexed at tin 1 
threatening aspect of affaire, seem not to have been e^yiuil to the emergency, and 
disregarding the danger of being ousted altogether, kept insisting on a number 
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ot'ptty ile.luL-di m-, which produced much discontent among their own servants, 
ii ml imposed various new burdens which were loudly complained of by the 
other t nimbi hints At the same time temporizing expedients became the order 
of the day; and both the Moguls and Mah ratios, emboldened by the pusil lani ¬ 
mous spirit in which their encroachments were met, set no limits to their arro- 
grmee, As it Bombay had been set up os u prize to be contended for, they were 
no# utiiy intent on deciding w I tether Siddee or Sevajee was be the winning 
party. It would almost seem that the Company were gradually making up their 
minds to some swell db&strems and ignominious result; for. in the face (f it-mim- 
stnances from India, complaining of the reductions already made, and distinctly 
'taiing that without additional expenditure and reiliforcements the idand would 
lie lost, the court intimated their final decision that the fortifications having: been 
the source of the heaviest expose, were to lie continued in their present state 
without further improvements — that tin. 1 mantling of the batteries wag to b< 
tedticed O'i the lowest scale possible—find that, with the exception of one small 
frigate, the armed ships stationed for guarding the lmrbour were to be sold. 
The letter of the court, after putting the island in jeojKirdy by these most 
improvident and niggardly injunctions, ludicTOuti-Vi or, as some would rather 
term it, jusuJtiugly, concludes with a recommendation to the governor to 
maintain strict discipline, ami haw the garrison always preitoreti for a vigorous 
defence. 

Tbenbow letter, addressed in the beginning of 1579 to Burnt, which, by the 
way, was also to furnish its quota of reduction, by Ixdng degraded from a presi¬ 
dency to the less expensive form of an agency t produced a remonstrance which 
made the c urt pause lielore proceeding further in their reckless career if 
retrenchment. Surat accordingly resumed its rank as a presidency, and Bombay 
"I 'mined some slight addition to its garrison. The change of poBriy thus ftidi- 
-vt-fsl unhappily proved evanescent: and though SttJnl>aje^ now at the head ef 
the Mahrnlfits, in cnitscipience of the death of 'hi- fatln-r was known to have 
iiggri'—ivo designs on Bombay, its garrbon, in January, 1683, could barely 
muster 100 Europeans, clamouring for additional pay ns absolutely necessary to 
furnish them with the means of subsistence. On ;l former occasion, when 
similar complaints were made, the only step taken was to tantalize the oom- 
p].liners by obtaining letrers-pateat from the prnwn for the establishment of a 
mint at Bombay* a measure which, however useful in itself >«idy increased the 
quantity of coin without giving them any larger share of it. Un the present 
occasion Hie complaints were similarly treated ; and the letter from home in 1684 
wns chiefly occupied with nnnntmeing the erection of a court nt ;n hit Entity, the 
j. ti« 1 uf which. appointed by royal uonuuission. was to have jurisdiction as far as 
the Company's limits extended, and employ it specially for the suppression of 
unlicensed trading In this arrangement Bombay was thus for interested, that 
it wu* not only to become the sent of the new court, but to be regarded in future 
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(L3 an independent English settlement, and tin- seat of the power anti trade nf 
the English nation in the East Indies 

White the court at home wore conferring tins magniloquent title on Bombay, 
itu event had taken place which threatened to render it a uiurbery. Captain 
Hi chard Keigwin, the commander of the garrison, in conceit with Emign Thwrn- 
burn and others, suddenly, on the 27th December, I6b& seized itr. Ward, the 
deputy-governor, and the members of council who a dhered to him, ami issued u 
proclamation annulling the authority of the Company, and declaring the island 
to tie immediately under the protection of the king of England iJissathdiietiori 
with the treatment which he bad received from Sir Joshdi Child and his broth* r 
Mi-., afterwards Sir Jolm Child, who had obtained a complete ascendency, the 
line as- governor of the Company and the other as president of Surat anti governor 
of Bombay, bad tempted him to turn rebel, while the general dbxntent ]u-.>- 
ducei by the paltry' J^eduofckos and other impolitic proceedings already adverted 
1. 1 . soon made the rebellion completely successful. With comparatively few 
exceptions the garrison and the inhabitants, when assembled, approved of hi* 
conduct and recognized him as governor The whole power of the island was 
thus in his hands. It is not easy to see on what grounds he could have 
imagined that his usurpation would receive any countenance in England. but 
as il he had been acting with the sanction of the crown, and with a siligk view 
to its interests, he required all the inhabitants £n renew their allegiance to it and 
proceeded to administer the government in its nr Line. Immediately on hearing 
of the insurrection President Child despatched three of the Company's boinewrird 
bound ships from Surat, having on bjard commissioners authorized to take 
measures which it was thought would prove effectual When they arrived 
the frenzy was at it-- height; end the crews of the ships catching the infection, 
so far from assisting in suppressing the revolt, began openly to fraternize wills 
the revolted. The commissioners, alarmed tit this new danger, were glad io 
avert it by allowing the ships to continue their voyage. In the meantime thev 
remained on boaid a country vessel. 

About a month after the insurrection broke out President Child arrived with 
three other Company* ships, and on tin dbg fmm the spirit which prevailed, 
both on the island and among his own orawa, that force was out of the question, 
made lavish promises of pardon and relre&s of grievances. Ke%wm Listened 
to hi* proposals, hut it wil- only to reject them; and after two mouths sjjeut 
in unavailing conferences, the president despatched the ships to England, mid 
with his commissioners returned creskfallen to Surat, leaving the revolters still 
timsters of the island Keigwtn, aware that appearances were entirely against 
him drew up a justification, which ho transmitted to the king and the Duke 
of York. His principal plena were that by the misconduct of the parties in 
trusted with the management of the Company at home and abroad, Bombay 
wafi on the point of king lwt, and nothing but the energetic measures 
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which tin had token cb uJ d have seeured its conriuumncc as n dependency of the a d. s«.;n.i 
liritish crown. 

On receiving inteiligifnee of the Bombay revolt, and of the attempt which 
KeigwEn tod nude to jEntity Ms proceedings the Company appointed a com- 
lnittoe of secrecy to rcimmumeate directly with the crown, and take whatever *** rwj 
other measures might seem expedient In a, report specially add massed to the 
king, they asserted that so far from act Eng penuriouriy with their officers and 
soldiers, their pay and eocouragements were superior to those which the Dutch 
granted to their troops T that their president and governor had given every 
indulgence to the garrison "compatible with the duty of rendering the revenues 
equal to the charges of the establishmentand that, since they had entered 
to possession of the island, they had expended the sum of 1300.0U0 on tbrtiii- 
entions, an excellent harbour, and other improvements In conclusion, they 
returned to an old complaint by blaming the interlopers m the main instigators 
to the revolt, endeavoured to arouse the jealousy of the king by reminding him 
that the revolt ere bad attacked Ids prerogative by questioning the right of the 
crown to give exclusive privileges of trade without the authority of the legisk- 
ture. and hinted that the revolt, so far from being caused by any undue use of 
their powers, wits rather owing to a defect in the powers themselves, which did 
not permit them to deal summarily and cfFeetiudly with delinquents 

During these proceedings in England. Keigwin continued not only to nutin- s*t***Me& 
tain his position, hut obtained a recognition of his authority from Sandiajee, nmtihi 
with whom he negotiated a treaty giving the privilege of I ret- trade within the 
MnhrnLEa dominions. More than this, Sambajee consented to the payment of a 
consilient hie sum dm- to the Company. This treaty and payment, together with 
tiie alleged Fact that the island was now entirely sup|>orted by its own. revenue, 
filmidled Keigwin with plausible grounds For maintaining Unit his proceedings 
had advanced the Interests both of the crown and the (Company. It was impos¬ 
sible, however, that he could be listened to ; and despatches were sent off from 
England, with a commission under the great seal, directed to the president and 
co until* at Surat and Bombay, and to the commanders of the Company^ ship?, 
to take the necessary steps for the recovery of the island In the event of a 
peaceable delivery, a general jtardon was to be proclaimed to all except Keigwin 
and other three ringleaders. As it seemed probable that force would tie neces¬ 
sary, President CMld was appointed captain-general and admiral of the Com* 
jinny's sea and iimd forces, Sir Thomas Grantham vice-admiral, and the senior 
corciniimibr the Company's ships rc-or-arlniiruL Though the revolt was the 
immediate mcasicm of these appointments, it will soon lie seen that ulterior 
objects were contemplated by them. Indeed, the necessity of these appoint* 
nirnt- fir a- related to tin- revolt had ceased Indore the knowledge nf them 
bad reached IndiiL Keigwin having in the interval agreed to deliver up the 
island to Sir Thomas Lininthaiii. on receiving a free pardun for himself amt dun 
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A,i- 100 Associates. In terms of this arrangement, tin. island w* formally surrendered 
on the HUh of November, 1684 In the beginning of the following year a new 
reign commenced by the death of Charles on 6th February, 1685, and the uives- 
-■'ion of James II. A great change in the policy of the Company immediately 
ti >ok place; but before tracing it, it will Lne proper to attend to the changes 
which had in the meanwhile been taking place in the other settlements of the 
Company. 

■■ •• Notwithstanding the numerous ohstructms to whidi the trade of tin* I 'om- 

hinaunji pEiny was subjected in the Eastern islands, it was determined still to ftvrsscvere. 
and Bantam, as the most convenient intermediate point, continued to engross, » 
considerable share of the unnuid investments. In the season, 1676-77 the shwv 
allotted to it consisted of eight vessels, amounting in the aggregate to 8180 
tons. The spice trail*.- was still the great inducement, but a new interest had 
Ifcien created by the prospect of establishing n factor y in Cliina. In that case, 
it wns supposed that Bantam would become the entrepot between China and 
India. Thai purpose it was already serving to some extent; and the agent «f 
Bantam was under orders to send annually, on the Company's account, tea of 
the best quality to the value of 100 dollars. In this season, however, n din ct 
intercourse was to be attempted, by sending a aruall vessel to Anxuy under the 
charge of a person of known prudence and intelligence Prom his information, 
the expediency of adopting further ste|is might he judged This hopeful exjeri 
ment was frustrated by cm atrocity. In April, 1677. Mr. White, the agent, and 
a number of the principal servants of the agency, while sailing up the river of 
Bantam in their boats, were w aylaid by the natives and barbarously massacred 
The king and his sons were Suspected of complicity, but denied It, and promised 
u* make every exertion to discover and punish the perpetrates Whether they 
(lid m hi very doubtful, but the promise was all that the few survivors could 
olitain. The effect was a temporary extinction of the agency. In the miW 
r^uent season new appointments were made, but they appear not to have been 
judicious Instead of attending to their proper duties the petrous appointed 
neglected them, and spent their time in squabbling with each other. In such 
circumstances trade languished, and before it could be revived the owning 
which had been anticipated at Amoy was closed by a Chinese civil war Amid 
these discouragements, the only favourable incident was an overture fu ns the 
Viceroy of Canton offering to admit the English to trade In more pn^proun 
times It would have been eagerly embraced, but the Company contented them- 
sdvtrd with returning a respectful answer, and requesting to know what privi¬ 
leges of trade would be given if an English factory were established at that 
port. 


Iu the reason IOTO-iSO, the prospect at ihmtnm had again. brightened; fur 
thi-e ships, carrying 1600 tons and u stock of £00,000, chiefly bullion, wen 
despatched tu it Tin* inducement do® not clearly appear; but from its being 
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mentioned in the instruction- 1 * that war was apprehended between the King of A J3 * *** 
BhiiLluh hurl the Du teli, it may have been anticipated that in the event of the 
king proving victorious, the Company, in pushing tlmir trade in that quarter, 
would no longer have to encounter their most fonnidahle eoxiq*etkom fn the *m 
4(iec-'niing seasons the investments to Bantam retained their importance, but 3 
from incidental allusions it may be gathered that it was not so much on account 
of that port itself art of the facilities which it afforded for forming connection 
with Chinn. Amoy was again nccesdHe, but its inferiority as a trading station 
to Canton had become more and more apparent Aw the viceroy of the latter 
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still continued to profess friendship, instructions were given in the season 
J 681-82 not, only to renew the oomm uni cation with him, but t>»make presents 
to him on a moderate scale, and assure him that, if proper privileges were 
granted, large ships with rich cargoes would annually visit hi* port 

Tim threatened war with the King of Bantam and the Dutch was now An 
about Ixj become a reality. It was probably with a view to it r and the hope uf un* d 
securing a powerful protector, that the king took the extraordinary step of ' ■ L " i 
sending umlmssadors to England, They arrived, and had interviews I -Dili with 
the king ruid Hie Company. The only recorded result Ls that the Cc>mpsmy T s 
ships carried out for him a present of 500 barrels of gunpowder. Before ft 
arrived the war had fi*een both begun and ended The Dutch, with their usual 
stgndty. had made the victory easy by exciting an internal dissension, mu I 
giving their support to the winning party. The king's own son bud been 
induced to take up arms against him, and in 1 (ib 2 cflwttHl a revolution which 
gave him the throne One of lib first stejie wws to take possession of the Cum- 
juiny s factory. This, we may presume, was done either at the instigation of 
ilc Dutch or to gratify them; but he had soon cause to see that while lie sup¬ 
posed Ijim-cli indebted to them for u tkrrme, they had only been using him 
tvs their bud. The whole power was already in their hands, and scarcely a year 
elapsed Indore they hnd proclaimed themselves absolute masters. The Company 
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vo i*n as on former occasions wf ft similar description, clamoured loudly for redress; 
and negotiations with that view were opened between the English government 
uiid the States-geiior: i i These, after promising much, proved abortive, arnl the 
Company's Connection with Bantom was finally closed. It had loafed eighty 
yeara 

r«ui» in ihfc About this time the Company's trade In the Persian Gulf was threatened 

iVriiuCnlf. , _ r v 

with similar extinction. At a very early period In their his ton,- they hud here 
acquired a permanent revenue, independent of the profits of trade, by a grant of 
half of the customs of Gomberoon ;is a re war' 1 for assisting the Persians 1 m 
expel the Portuguese from Ormuz. For li series of years they drew large sums 
by virtue of this grant, and at the same time carried on an extensive trade, 
making advantageous exchanges of English and Indian goods against the raw 
silkh jiiul other produce of Persia. Every new reign in that Country, however, 
endangered both their revenue and their trade; and they would often have 
abandoned the latter altogether had they not been aware that the moment thev 
ceased to cany it oil the former also would be forfeited. At last the revenue 
became still more precarious than the trade, and it continued annually to figure 
in the Company s bunks under the mime of arrears o-f customs at Gombynxm 
Again and again cmmmmlcations passed on this subject between the court ut 
homo and the presidency at Surat. 

The great question was how the Persian trade eotdd be most effectual! v 

jwi«t 4- ILEI - ■* 

■“twill'*'- revived, and payment of arrears obtained. At out time m-gouutiuij. ui another 
force, seemed expedient; and LLt Company hung, as it were, suspended between 
the two, 3timing sometimes to the one and sometimes to the other. In the 
season 1673-76, the warlike tendency Lad so far prevailed that two of Hie ddj 
consigned to Surat were aimed for sen ice in the Persian Gulf; but before the 
tinul plunge Was taken misgivings arose, and the conclusion arrived at w ns that 
could 3000 tomands, equivalent to £0000 sterling per a m urn, bu obtained fv 
treaty in lieu of the Gomleroon customs, it would be fur better to negotiate. 
This was undoubtedly a very judicious conclusion. Negotiation appears 
accordingly to have been attempted, but unfortunately without success; for in 
1(177-78, W e find the Company again agitating the question of peace or war 
with Persia, and again giving the preference to the former, though It was onlv 
Hoped that instead of 3000, I0GO fcan&nds might 1 ms recovered. Daring the 
following season the subject ap^ars to have been overlooked, and in that . f 
1679-80 it Is mentioned only to record the desponding resolution, that unless 
the trade at Gumberoon should lie more advantageous than it had proved for 
Severn] yearn it was to be relinquished The very next year the court murt 
have been agreeably surprised to learn tbit the arrears which they Imd thus 
begun to regard as a desperate debt Hod become the subject of a special firman, 
by which the King of Persia had ordered the payment of 1000 tomand* n. 
their share of the customs for the previous year, and that their agent was in 
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ps|rts,‘tfltion of receiving another 1000 tonumds the current year, It might *,p r isig- 
have lwn supposed thiit negotiation. which hed already produced such gretifv- 
ing results, would henceforth have the preference, suid yet, strange to say, the 
language of the court in regard hi Perak becomes more warlike than ever; and 
in 1.G8& while their agent at Gomberoon was informed of ^ their determination 
to adopt mope spirited measures, a remonstrance was presented to the King of Hu^nW 
PersitL himself The purport of tlik document, its analyzed by Mr Brace In his 
-duiuifo, is singular enough to be worth quoting. 'The court/' he says. “after 
stating their claims to his justice. which was proverbially fold iu Ettttjpe to l>e F ' T * L 
unalterable/ j roceeded to inform his majesty, “that contrary to this justice lib 
ministers or officers at the port at which the English factories were settled, or 
to which their ships resorted had obstructed their trade, in direct violate ■ n of 
solemn trcatira between the two countries; that though with respectful defer- 
enee they prayed for relief, yet, jmssessinga naval power which was unrivalled, 
if such relief should lie withheld by hk ministers and officers, they trusted that 
so great and so just a prince would, instead of considering that naval force 
which they employed for their protection as disrespectful to Ms dignity, view 
it only as a necessary expedient for restoring the amicable relations between 
Perak and England The high-flown compliment paid to the afodfo justice 
however undeserved, may pass as an orientalism; but nothing can be more 
ludicrous than the description of their naval power as ‘ unrivalled'' and their 
request that he would consider the employment of it against him ns only a 
" necessary expedient" for restoring l ' amicable relations/* 

For the unsatisfactory state of matters at Bantam and Gomberoon, the Pnvrflwaf 
I' 'i ripfiny had some compehartioii in the progress which they continued to make 
fit Madras and in Bengal, The attempt of the Dutch on Bombay had shown Mndrt ' 
the necessity of preparing for a similar attempt on Fort St. George, and the 
works had been so strengthened :ia to be capable of a vigorous resistance. The 
expense wan, as usual, a subject of complaint in the letter from the court; 
and iu Ittifi special instruct tons were given that no new buildings should be 
proceeded with, until plans and estimates were sent home and returned 
approved This was undoubtedly the regular coarse, but the emergency justified 
the neglect of it, and subsequent events proved that the expenditure on fortiti 
rations had been wisely made. Sevajee, during an irruption into the Carnatic, 
had parsed within a short distance of Madras, and there is reason to presume 
that nothing but its strength preserved It from treatment similar to that which 
Siwut had more than once experienced By liis capture of Gingee and Vellore 
lie had j►eruumontly himself in ltd vicinity; and nothing therefore could 

Itavc lieen more imprudent than to leave any portion of it hxgkfeed to an attack, 
either by laud or sea Indeed, in the very next season, the court had become 
twidi alive to the importance of Fort St George as a pfooe of security for 
their property and servants, that they virtually withdrew the tvnsure they Imd 
v«n. t. 43 
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a.d. iijtm previously passed* and ordered the commanders ol slups consigned t-i> the Loro- 
munJel cofiisl, 11 to take in iw many large stones at Johanna (one ot the Comoro 

I&ies; ns they could siuw, to be 
used for the building of the 
fort, that it might be placed in 
a sufficient state of defence 
against any enemy. 

Meanwhile the subject of 
revenue was still uppermost in 
the minds of the court, rind 
they never omitted an occasion 
of inculcating the necessity of 
increasing it, pjnl proposing 
plans for this purpose Among 
these the first which suggested 
itself was a house tax. with a 
view to which it survey was to 
ruN. r be made of all the houses at Madras* both in the Poitiiguese and black towns. 
j™r^r J In anticipation of the discontent which this tax, and a duty imposed on articles 
iif consumption, would produce, the authorities were instructed to explain that 
■■ those who lived under the English protection must contribute to the luirgc; 
by which that protection was maintained.'' There were two other plaits of 
Increasing the revenue* for which less apology was required. The otic was to 
obtain authority from the King of Go! con da to establish a mint m Madron 
similar to the one which had already* by the authority of the English monarch* 
been established at Bombay; the other was to institute a bank, nut, however, 
in the foil sense of the term, but merely to receive deposits for ft limited time* 
and to an amount not exceeding in ail £ 100,000, The inducement to depositors 
was the payment of interest at the rate of not more than six per cent ; and 
the abject of the Ccinj^my was not merely to procure the means of purchasing 
goods at the cheapest rates, but to form a stock which would enable the agency 
and Its dependencies to counterbalance the inthienec of the Dutch Consider¬ 
ing the very bumble scale of the propowd bank, it is difficult to understand 
how so much should have been expected from it. 

The progress o£ the Company s trade in Bengal was at this period consider- 
jihuyiD able The principal factory was still Hooghlv, to which Several others — Bala- 
sore. CoKombazar, Dacca, Mol da, and F&tna—were subordinate, In the fenson 
ISTT-To the whole amount of stock, principally bullion, sent to the eastern coast 
of India was X2O2,0tlU. Of this, £ Co, 000 was destined for Bengal It seems to 
have been suspected that it would prove insufficient, and accordingly the factors 
authorized to increase it by taking up £20,000 at interest. The invest- 
ment purchased was to consist chiefly of silks and taffetas of a fim quality, 
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it. n r | ssUijuftre Should any surplus money remuin, it was to he employed in 
pure)tasting white sugar, cotton yam, turmeric, nnd bees-wax, merely to till up 
spare tonnage. In the two following yearn the amount of the investment was 
nearly the same; but in 10 TF “ , 78 it rose to -£ 100 , 000 , and was still eoiiKiikivd 
far from its maximum , as the factors ivere permitted to increase it by borrowing 
lit 1680-81 it amounted to £ 130 , 000 . and m the following season to £ 230 , 000 , 
distributed as follows:—£ 140.000 to Cos&im bazar, £ 14,500 to Patna, £ 32,000 
to Balosore, £ 15.000 to Muhin., and £ 12.000 to remain at Hooghly. Hitherto 
Bangui had been subordinate to Fort St George, but it was now considered of 
sufficient importance to comtliuto a distinct and Independent agency Mr 
Hedges. who bad been a meuiijer of the management in England, was sent out 
with special powers to be agent and governor of the Company's aHhirs in Bengal 
His establishment, however, appear® to have been on a very bumble scale, a.' 
liisgnard, restricted to twenty soldiers under el corporal of approved tidelin 
and courage, were to perform in addition the doable duty of protecting the 
factory at Hoogfily and acting against the interloper 

In consequence of the erection of Bengal into a separate agency, vessek 
were despatched dii-ect from England to the Gauges, and on a scale which 
allows that the importance of tho trade? in this quarter wag now duly appiv 
dated. In 1688 83 , one of the vessels carried thirty gang; another was of the 
size of 7 d 0 tons, which was rather unusual at this period. The agent was 
empowered t.> borrow £ 200,000 n i = 1 .-B. with rh. unemployed stock art d credit 
of the farmer seiison, was expected to yield a present sum fur investment of 
£ 350 , 000 , and boj«s were held cut that the- stock of the on suing sl-ll-soti would 
an. amt to £ 600 , 000 , principally in bullion. These hopes, however, were nut 
realized, serious difficulties having arisen both at home and abroad — at home 
by the unexpected failure of several large houses which used to supply the 
Company with bullion tor export; and abroad by the loss of one of the untwiini 
bound skips with JtTO.OOU of bullion on board, the capture of Bantam by the 
Dutch, and the impMabion of new and heavier customs in Bengal, together with 
the discovery of irregularities in the Company's factories fit that province, In 
consequence of all these untoward events a panic began to prevail ami a nui 
tin >k plticc on the Company's treasury threatening it with insolvency. Instead, 
therefore, of providing foreign investments, the court resolved in the meantime 
to reserve all the produce of their sales for the payment of their debts, and 
neither to send bullion to India nor make any dividend to their proprietors till 
tliis-ic debt were Liijuaided. With tin view of (Itcililntiikir this process of liqui 
dathin. ;l|| the settlements abroad were placed on the lowest possible scale; an*I 
Bengal which had begun to act as an independent Agency, was again made 
subordinate to Madraa Somewhat inconsistently, at the very time when Bengal 
was thus shorn of its independence, the court were seriously contemplating a 
gnvd addition to its importance by endeavouring to acquire [nossession of au 
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kliunl in the mouth of the Ganges Could such an acquisition he made, furtiti- 
catioti_s wcte to be immediately commenced. Such -was the dubious posutioti of 
the Company's establishments in Bengal when Charles 11. died 


CHAPTER TIL 

cli*ngG ;n i.h? Company's policy OH tic acrauion of JuncA II.—Hostile Ivn’parations—War 
»“iih tilt Mogul—Diuctjoai reatiLta* 

Q HE Duke of York, now James II., had l>een a considerable 
shareholder in the Company, and was understood to be willing 
to employ all the power and influence of the crown in their 
favour. A new course of prosperity was hence anticipated, 
and it soon became apparent that the moderation and caution 
hitherto manifested were no longer deemed necessary, Hie interlopers were 
henceforth to be proceeded against with a rigour which, while admitted to be 
most desirable, had previously been deemed impolitic In England prosecutions 
were immediately to be commenced in the Court of King s Bench against no 
fewer than forty-eight individuals, who wore charged with violating the C m 
prmy'-H exclusive privileges, find several of whom, it was supposed, would hr 
unati]e to make any effectual defence, because the statements contains 1 in their 
petitions to the king were to be laid hold of ns admissions of guilt In Indhi 
thr judge-advocate established at Bombay was furnished with the code of martial 
law established in the British army, that it might become the rale of bis conduct 
in trying the commanded and uffiems of the interloping ships; and the president 
and council were specially enjoined not to perplex themselves with qurationa as 
to the legality- of the proceedings, but to be careful in providing that the sen¬ 
tences pronounced by the judge should be carried into execution. The Company 
must have been aware that the outciy which had been raised against them would 
tlius become more clamorous than ever; but they acted as If they bed Imlihvd 
the spirit of the last of the Stuarte, and were resolved, if they could not con¬ 
ciliate public opinion, to set it at defiance. 

In a similar spirit, the native power* were no longer to be addressed in sub- 
intsdve petitions, but given to understand that the Company would henceforth 
treat with them ns an independent power, and when aggrieved would, if neves- 
nary, compel redress by force of arm* To show that this haughty tone meant 
us much as it expressed, the Company obtained the king's patent, anthormng 
them to appoint their president, Sir John Child, *'captaln-general and admiral 
of all their forces by sea and land, in the northern parts of India, fbni Cape 
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Comorin to the Gulf of Persia.' To give effect to this appointment, be was to w. i«lv 
H s the sent of government at Bombay, while iiurut was to be reduced to a ehn pie 
factoiy; and he wax to maintain a kind of state, by the attendance of a guard 
' r English grenadier? under the curnmaiid uf an ensign witli the rank of captain, 

[t WU8 presumed that the removal to Bombay would give umbrage to ilie Mogul 
government, but under the new policy this was a very secondary mmri deration, 
ilh U"t only the Mogul, but Sanibajee and the native princes generally, were to 
be given to understand that the Company had now in Bombay an impregnable 
n?treat, from which they would be able to retaliate at sea for any exactions anti 
depredations to which they might be subjected on whore. This was no empty 
menace, for the same vessel which carried out the above public inatmetion-s. 
carried others of a still more important nature, tran^mitfed from n secret com¬ 
mittee with the approbation of the king, and intended not to lie made known 
till the moment for acting upon them had arrived. 

An armament on a far Larger scale than the Company had ever before fitted w*rfu- 
imi I inn ] siitled from England It consisted of ten ships, mounting from twelve 
bj seventy guns each, and carrying as many troops as, with those which were 
ordered to join them on their arrival, would make 10Q0 regular infantry, i us 
destination was Bengal. On arriving there, and forming, with the Company* 
hhip^, a licet of nineteen sail, it w*& to effect a landing at Chittagong, on the 
north-east ride of the Bay of Bengal, and take permanent possession of it, forth 
tying it in the best manner, mounting 200 cannons upon it, establishing u mint, 
jind levying live per cent, customs on the inhabitants. The possibility of a failure 
seems never to have been contemplated. The instructions* accordingly, pre¬ 
suming a complete success, enter into a n umber of minute Jet a its for the purpose 
■ d regulating future proceedings. Alter Chittagong was captured and made 
secure, and all Mogul ships of every description had been seized and declared 
Lawful prizes, the expedition was to proceed up the eastern branch of the Ganges 
against Dacca, Supposing, as a matter of course, that the nabob and his troops 
w ould immediately saw themselves by flight, |ieaee wsi* to be offered to him tin 
the following conditions: that he should cede the city and territory of Chlttu- 
gong to the Company, and pa\ T the debts he owed them; that he should allow 
the rupees coined at Chittagong to pass current in his district, and restore all 
privileges according to ancient firmans. Should he da mi restitution of the 
diipft and property seized, he was to be told that the partis were to hear their 
respective tosses and expenses during the war; and that, while these were the 
most favourable tonus which the Company were disposed to concede, even these 
would not be binding upon them, unless they were ratified and embodied in a 
regular treaty by the Great Mogul, 

As if a single war wore not enough at one rime, the armament was also to b\u* m ,im 
commence hostilities with the King of Siam* and seize his vessels bv way uf 1111,1,1 
compensation for the losses which the Company had Sustained in his dominions. 
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ii> X ui was liiis ei] j The Portuguese weft? to he ■ 1 ■ -rs3 1 with after a similar fashion ; 
and if they continued to exact cuatBans at Tunntt and C'amnjn, the president 
at Boinkiv w as no! only to refuse them. but to employ the fleet and military 
forces at itir- dispusd in seizing S&belLe and other dcpcndcncL-.'i,, w!isLl’3i it wj?s 
assarted that the grunt of the jrort imd i&LiUid of Bom lay ought tr« have Lurried 
along with it. 

Ktri-.-r.^- TBe exLmvagaiL.-r of tlieve schemes, sufficiently apparent in itsel£ was signally 

glfLClMrf 

lv • r.i proved. hy the result Mn the S 8 th October, 1 A 86 , in comsequenci itf n quarrel 
I between three English and some native soldiers in the bazaar at Hooghly, Los- 
tilitaea were prematurely commenced. The nabobs troops were defeated, amt 
Hocghly suffered severely by a cannonade of the Compilin's fled Before this 
event, Shaiatah Klian, the nabob, w.us disposed to compromise matters with tin- 
Company, or submit their differences to arbitration An amicable settlement 
was now impassable. and indeed was not desired by the Company, who Lad made 
up a list of claims exceeding in the aggregate £ 500,000 sterling, and were 
indulging the hope that by their warlike successes a considerable portion of it 
might he secured fur their treasury, though they must: have been aware that 
many of the items charged were fictitious, or at least conjectural A* a speci¬ 
men the fallowing may la* mentioned l—>’■ For detaining v* agent with y- silk 
at CiLShUmlunuir, 400,000 ruja'e*' (£ 40 , 000 ). “ Fur what extorted from us in 

i ■ i ■ senhs Ar c , 200,000 ruj tees ( £ 20 . i H I'D . - To deittor&ge ■ f si s ij .ping, 11 u ■ 11ir. ■ 

l ist years, 2 . 000,000 rupees 1 £ 200 , 000 ). For charge of 1000 men and twenty 
ship, for y* war, also 2 , 000 , 0 Oil rupees"(£ 200 , 000 ). 

ij. u uauh. Immediately after the attack an Hooghly, the Moguls, pretending to be 
intimidated, but merely with the new of gaining time, obtained a cessation of 
hostilities, during which the servants of ihe Company removed with their pro¬ 
perty from that town, and on 20th December, ItiSti, fixed on Chufctiinuttee, or 
t nleuttn, as a safer station while negotiations were [tending How these would 
issue soon became apparent; for the nabob, making no secret of his intention* 
seized upon the English factory at Patna, and imprisoned all the inmates. The 
prospects of the Company now became sufficiently alarming, Tlie premature 
attack had made the Moguls aware of what was intended - the subsequent delay 
had enabled them to complete their preparations, and it had become impossible 
to disguise the fact, that the armament which had been provided wils inadequate 
to its object Chittagong could not be attacked with any probability of success 
In proportion to the extravagance of the hopes which Itnd been entertained wo* 
the despondency pfoduced by failure. Mr. Gy third. the president of Madras, 
first took'alarm. Aunmgzebes army was approaching. It had already eon- 
ipiered the kingdom of Jjejapoor, that of Golcondn wils on the point of sharing 
the same fate. What then was to prevent it from ls utilining its victorious 
ttamer, and udvanqing upon Madras f Fort St George to reinforce the expedi- 
tino to Bengal. had been left almost entirely without n garrison and without 
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military stores. Thus unprovided with the means of defence, the prudent ai\v 
no safety for it except in negotiation, With this- view he opened a eommum- 
vntkmwith the Mogul, and by means ofvnrmas flinty excuses for the hostilities 
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m Bengal, humbly deprecated his dispt&cjiire. and prayed for a confirmation of 
the privileges which ilndms had so long enjoyed 

The court fit home, never dreaming of the gloomy aspect which aifairs had 
assumed, continued to busy themselves with their schemes of nggntndizejnent, 
and the various changes which might become necessary by the accomplishment 
• ■' r Emm. In imitation of the Dutch at Batavia and Colombo, they raised Bombay 
co the rank of n regency, and declared their wish that it should be fortified " as 
strong uw art. and money could make it." As the seat uf government, Sir John 
Child, who preHided at it, was to have unlimited power over all the Company's 
settlements in India. Madras, too, though subordinate to Bombay, was also 
raised to the mint uf a regency and at the same tame (1657 received a charier 
uf iiu-orpornfcion. Before this charter was granted the governor and deputy- 
gwexnor of the Company were commanded to attend his majesty at the cabinet 
council The subject of the intended charter W*S then largely debated, though the 
only question which appears to have excited muds interest was—whether the 
charter should pass immediately by the king, under the great seal, ur whether 
it should pass under the common seal of the Company. One member of council 
argued in favour of the former method, but the governor, when the king asked 
tils opinion, replied :ls follows—" What his majesty thought liest the Company 
would always think so; but if ids majesty expected the governors private 
itpiitiun, hr had ever been of opinion, tliat no person in India should be employed 
by immediate coromhvdoti from his majesty, because if they were they would be 
prejudicial to our service by their arregancy, and prejudicial to themselves 
hi^cause the wind of extraordinary honour in their beads would probably make 
them $o haughty and overbearing that we should he forced t<> remove them 
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a p. is.?-* This view of the matter s» far [rt^ iiilni. that the charter was made to pass under 
the common seal of the Company. Under tins charter the corporation was to 
consist of a mayor and ten aldermen (three Company's servants and seven 
native*), who were to be justices of the [*enee, and wear thin silk scarlet gowns, 
and of 120 burgesses with black si Li: gown* 

At the period when tins dbarter was granted, the papulation of the city of 
Madras, the town of Fort St George, and the village* within the Company > 
bounds was estimated at 300,000, The whole was held nf the King of Goleon'dit 
at a Quit*rent of 1200 pagodas, or about £430 The obligation to pay this aims 
coidil not be disputed; and yet, as if the Company under their new polkj Imul 
•considered themselves entitled to dispense with justice wherever force could 
tfleet their object they caused intLinrttiue] to be made to the king that their 
future payment to him would depend on hi* keeping St Tkomd in such a manner 
m not to became an annoyance to Fort St George If he would not let it on 
Icasl* or farm to the Company* the president. (t m representing un inch pendent 
power, was not only to refuse payment of the quit-rent, but to declare the place 
the property of the Company. For the grew fraud and violence thus proj >osed to 
bo perpetrated, the only justification attempted was that the King of GoWdnA 
power had been ,J ' much decreased by the victories of the Mogul, and his ^pul¬ 
sion from Maeulipafcam by the Dutch, and that "it u;ls impracticable to carry 
on trade, or ma i ntain a seat of government without revenue " Such were the 
Machiavellian principle shamelessly advocated by the court in their letters to 
Madras in the season 1037-33. 

When the failure of the expedition to Bengal was announced in England, 
«. the court, instead of attributing it to the tortuous pdicy which they hnd begun 
t o pursue, were ungenerous enough to throw the whole blame on their rervanb 
in India The agency of Bengal were censured for their timid conduct, charged 
with having selfishly pursued their oym ends, regardless of the honour and 
interest* of the king and Company who had confided in them, and threatened 
with expulsion from the service if, by their sinister schemes, the objects of the 
war should not I* accomplished. These ol jects the Company were not yet 
willing to abandon ; and therefore, when despatching a large ship, called the 
Defence, under the command of Captain Heath, and fL small frigate, 
armed, and carrying a reinforeement of 160 soldiers, to assist in tlKMvar, tfa-v 
intimated thek determiimtion that “uela* a fortification and a distiict tmumd 
it should 1^ ceded to lie held as an independent sovereignty, the clmrg^ of the 
armament he defrayed and pemussion to min money in Bengal, to pass current 
m the Mogul s and nabob * dominions, be grouted they would not consent to 
a peace, or send any more stock or goods to the Ganges, 1 ' These boastings and 
menaces become todicrom when viewed in connection with the actual [joaition 
nf atfuirs and only proclaim the ignorance, presumption, and follv of tbpse to 
whom the home management of the Company was at this time intrusted 
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ijjipiuiu Heath arrived in Bengal in Octolicr, 1688 . and. proceeding to act .vn. w 
nut mstnations which had become altogether inapplicable to the circumstances, 
embarked the Company* property at Calcutta, and then proceeded to Balasore 
Bonds. The membra of the factory there had been seized and imprisoned; but 
Captain Heath, though he opened u negotiation with the governor, was too 
impatient to wait for the result of it. Having effected n landing, he captured 
a. battery uf thirty guns, and then plundered the town. By thin proceeding he 
gained little* and threw away the only chance of obtaining the English prisoners, 
who wen? carried off inta the interior to endure a hofieless captivity. From 
Bnlasore he proceeded to Chittagong; hut instead of attacking it with his- well- 
equipped fleet, now amounting to fifteen sail, lie spent some days in fruitless 
negotiation, and then net sul for Amenn It was supposed that os the king 
was at enmity with the Mogul, a locality for a fortified settlement might be 
easily obtained The application, however, was refused; and Captain Heath* 
after run ineffectual attempt to secure his object by courting the alliance of a 
rebel chief, finally quitted the Bengal coast, and arrived at Madras on the 4th of 
March 1 689. On board the fleet was all that now remained to the Company 
of the wTeck of their once flourishing factories In Bengal 

Oil the west coast of India the results were not more satisfactory. The first Ttw*n--in 
intimation of the warlike policy of the Company was communicated by the 
secret committee in a letter to President Child* intended for his eye alone, luff 
marked to Is? o|>ea*ed in his absence by Sir John Vi'y borne* deputy-governor of 
Bombay, The president was absent, and Sir John not only opened the letter, 
but imprudently commmxh^itod th« contents to the co uncil- The secret watt nf 
a kind lint likely to Imj kept, and great alarm was felt lest it should reach the 
cars of the governor of Surat This was altogether contrary to the intentions 
<d rhe Company, who were bent on aim ing out a great scheme of fraud by' 
making sudden w ar on the Mogul in one quarter of his dominions, when they 
were deluding him with professions of friendship in another. ]n Bengal his 
territory was to be invaded, and bis ships mid those of his sul ijeets seized as 
lawful prizes, not only there, but in the eastern sens and in the Persian Gulf: 
while on the West const of India, and partii ulariy at Surat, a mask of friembldp 
was to be worn, and nut thrown off so long as concenlinen t might seem desir¬ 
able. This dc furious mode of warfare excited no scruples in the mind of Sir 
John Child, who at once entered inich the spirit of it, and discovered, as Brin e 
expresses it “ a high sense of duty, and a provident concern for die interests 
•if the Company,” by resolving not only to keep up the deception and avoid 
hostilities with the Mogul till the result uf the Bengal expedition should lie 
know n, but even “should circumstances oblige him to commence hostilities, to 
take the ir-.-piUksibility on himself " The meaning is, that he was to act as u 
screen to the Company* and enable them. should the war prove unsuccessful, to 
allege, in utter dlKregaid of truth mid honour, that he had acted with nut their 
L 44 
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authority, in tin- case supposetb therefore, IS it JcJm Child Me to lv treated 
app’.iventhj as it he had incurred the displeasure uf the Ci 'iu[nmy. and they were 
tu lulluw out the wretched system of tJuj dicritv by negotiating with the Mogul 
“for tiie reiteration of their privileges and trade, upon the Saint* Lists ns they 
were anterior to his appu rcnlly unwise punct-dings." 

At tli is game of deceit it was not easy to overmatch the Mogul, and the 
Company* expeiience ere Jong furnished a new illustration of the old adage, 
that *'honesty is the List policy. Sir John Child displumed consideialfe d extent y. 
At first ho despatched two of the Company's ships to Mocha and BmsomL and 
two others to China, with secret orders to seize all tbs Mogul nr Siamese vessels 
thev might 3 1 lE 1 in with. At tlw aanie time he dcsjHitehed a ship to Sumt to 
lie off the mouth of the estuary, and endeavour if possible to bring off all the 
members und property of the factory. Jhe governor of Sitrat vn - tin Well 
informed, a ltd too much on the alert to be thus imposed upon. Without pro¬ 
ceeding to note of violence, he kept such n .strict watch that the ,-^p> u f the 
agent and factor was impmeticabk Graft being thus unavailing. Sir John 
G'flild tried the effect of form and suddenly seized /lU the Surat shijje in the 
jKui of Bombay, The governor, affecting on intimidation which he did not 
toeh sent one of the English factor* to him with a complimentary letter, in 
which he expressed an anxious wish to come to un accommodation, and to know 
wlwt terms would satisfy the Company, and induce them to resume t radii The 
fiietoi rt-iumed toi Surat with n statement of grievances, comprising thirty-live 4 
mtides, mduding, inter alia, satiaftetion for stoppage of goods at the custom- 
house, fur the obstruction of Investments, for the demurrage of vessels detained 
t,,J ' |vr ’ : ' ,:1 f "'hh 1 ,.-! np;mMopra and their shi}fc. for theraisingof custom* 

fnan 2 to 3 | per cent, for the refusal of permission to rain money, for the impo¬ 
sition of arbitrary taxes, and the seizure of horses and goods for the Mogul’s 
use without paying for them. 

Before any answer was returned to these proportions, Captain Andrews, 
com mantling one of the ships winch had been sent to the Persian Gulf relumed 
to Bombay, bringing with him an interloping ship end six Mogul ve^k which 
were sailing under Dtiteh colours. These captures speedily becoming known* 
put an end to the trick of concealing actual hostilities, and therefor" wirhi.m 
W luitl " ] «fc disguise, Sir John Child despatched two large skips to 

Surat with orders to adze nil Mogul vessels Unit should be met wit 
to attack the SBddee* fleet, if it should attempt to cross the bar with the view 
of putting out to sea. During these proceedings a mw governor arrived at 
finrah and professed such friendly feelings that Sir John Child, ft t tkn in^nt 
reiptot of tlie agent, made hi* appearance off Surat, and Preceded, as be 
tliought, in negotiating a provisional convention on the buds of his thirty-five 
articlea Though these fell fur short of what laid at one time been anticipated, 
«L Company, now alive to the difficulty j n which their fraud and folly luid 
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involved them. Were ho delighted at the prospect of n treaty with die Mogul, is, JWt 
thnE they voted the president a present of 10(10 guinea as a mark of npprohu- ‘ 
tion for the wbdom of his proceedings daring the war, and for his genera] ser¬ 
vices The vote Was afterwards discovered to ham been premature The 
governor of Surat had merely begun to play his part in the game of deceit, 
ami in order to gain time had professed a willingness to accept of terms widely 
he was determined to repudiate No sooner, therefore, was Ids obj«jt secured, 
than Eju threw off the mast of friendship, again imprisoned the mend-era of the 
&3tory» confiscated all the Conqiaiiy* preperty, and offered a large reward for 
the person of Sir John Child, olive or dead. Hie president thus completely 
outwitted, returned to Bombay, and found no other ntCiuiH ..1 avenging 
thuii by capturing forty vusssb of n large fleet of Mogul merchantmeiL 


'Though the prospect of an amicable termination hud now Ijecome hopeless, ntapj»h*. 
one effort more was made by sending a deputation to Aurungaebo himself, who *“* 




was then encamped with his 
array at Bcjapoor. Mean¬ 
while, Sir John Child found 
luiLLseii m completely power¬ 
ing that he was unable to 
prevent the Siddee from 
making several descents 
upon the island. and oven 
tlireateiiiiig an attack up.m 
the castle of Bombay. Me 
had no spirit to face the 
gathering storm, arid died 
on the dth of February, 
i ti90. Had he lived a few weeks longer, he would have seen the Company in 
a more tunniliiLting position lIliiii ho had ever contemplated its possible; f»r 


shortly after, Auningzebes answer to tile deputation which bad been sent to 
him arrived in the form of a timinn, couched in the following terms:-— 

" All t he English having made a most humbly, submissive petition, that the 
crime they have done may be pardoned, atid requested another phtnint und. to 
make their Mng forgiven manifest, and sent their bilked# to the heavenly 
pal.tre, the most illustrious in the world, to gut the royal favour; and Ettunaimd 
C’aum the governor of SuratLs petition to the famous court, equal to the skit*, 
being arrived, that they would present the groat king with a fine uf laO.UCH) 
rupees to his most noble treasury, representing the sun, and Would restore the' 
merchants goods they had taken away to the owners of them, imil would walk 
by the undent customs of the port and behave theiuselves for the future no 
more in such a shameful mariner; therefore hh majesty, according to bis duty 
and favour to till the people of the world, bath jrardoned their faulty mercifully 
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forgiven them. and uut of his princely condescension agrees, that the present be 
put into the treasury of the port, die merchants' goods be returned, the town 
Hourish, and they follow their trade, as in former times; and Mr. Cliild who did 
the disgrace. 1>c turned out and expelled This order is irreversible. ‘ 

M bile the Company were thus, by a kind of just retribution, reaping the 
bitter fruits of their war policy, another calamity had befallen them. Their 
great jiatrou James 1L hud been driven from the tlirone which he unworthily 
occupied The Revolution, which saved the liberties of the nation from cavil 
and ecclesiastical despotism, was no doubt eminently favourable to trade, hut 
the Company unfortunately stood in a false position. They held a monopoly 
which a powerful party were bent on wresting from them, ami they had them* 
selves incurred much odium by the rigorous and despotic measures which they 
Imd adopted in maintaining their exclusive privileges. It would not have been 
wonderful if, in these circumstances, while they were regarded ns almost ideiiti- 
ti»sl with the dynasty which had just been expelled they had shared its fate. 

1 lie Company, though fully alive to the danger, did not lose heart, but resolved 
to leave no means untried that promised to avert it 

The spirit of freedom evoked during the struggle with the last of the Stuarts, 
was naturally taken advantage of by the opponents of the Company; and no 
sooner had William and Mary Wen seated on the throne, than it was boldly 
maintained tliat the crown had exceeded its powers in granting exclusive privi¬ 
leges of trade, without the consent of the other branches of the legislature. This 
question, on the solution of which the very existence of the Company evidently 
depended could not be much longer delayed It was not to be expected that, 
while thus existing only by a kind of reprieve, they would venture on any large 
expenditure in new and hazardous enterprises, or even continue their equip¬ 
ment* on their previous scale. In the season 1G8JM)0, they sent out only three 
ships, two of them destined for Bombay, and one for Fort St George At the 
same time, when they were thus curtailing their trade, they made streimous 
exertions to increase their revenue; and still dinging to the idea of Incoming an 
independent Indian power, addressed the presidency of Bombay in the follow¬ 
ing terms:—" The object of our revenue is the subject of our care as much ns our 
trade: tis that must maintain our force when twenty accidents mnv interrupt 
our trade: 'tis that must make ub a nation in India: without that wo are but 
ns n great nation of interlopers, united by his majesty’s royal charter, lit only to 
trade where nobody of power thinks it their interest to prevent us; and upon this 
account it is that the wise Dutch, in nil their general advice which we have 
seen, write ten paragraphs concerning their government, their civil and mUiDuy 
policy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, for one | M irngraph they write 
concerning trade. This language, which certainly sounds strange in a Company 
which professed to he established "on a purely mercantile bottom." may lie 
partly explained by the clrnnge which had taken place in Euro|»ean j*>litH> 
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The ' wise Dutch," whose conduct, after having been so often the subject of a n un 
bitter vituperation, is eulogized as a model, were now in close alliance witli 
England; while France, which lmd been rapidly acquiring power and inllueuce w*r *iUi 
in the East, hail become their common enemy. Whatever might be the ultimate r ”“*' 
issue of the hostilities, it was scarcely possible, while they continued, to earn' 

•'i* a profitable trade. J3otii in tlie East and in Eurojie. Frencli privateers were 
on the watch to make prizes of the Company's ships It was therefore easy to 
represent the curtailed equipments as the result of prudential arrangements, 
and to justify the resolution to make revenue a primary object The am>m- 
phshinent of tills object however, was attended with ccnsidexable difficulty. 

At Bombay taxation had already l»een carried to an extent which lmd produced 
insurrection. In Fort St George a similar result was threatened; but the court, 
listening only to their necessities, held that tlie additional revenue actually 
Obtained was *' by no means equal to what might have been expected, or drawn 
fmm a fortified town which could afford protection to shipping and trade, and 
that the amount might lie increased to £100,000 per annum, if a similar system 

of taxation should lie introduced with that which tlie Dutch had established at 

Batavia" 

Tlie opposition to the Company had now assumed a definite slinjie, by the fttftina «,* 
presentation of a petition to tlie House of Commons, praying for legislative 
sanction to the establishment of a new company, formed on more liberal prin- 
ciplcs. From the causes already mentioned, the petitioners found much favour, 
and a committee was appointed who, ufter fully hearing loth parties, refmrted 
on the Itith ol January, 1690, that, in their opinion, “the best way to mannge 
the East India trade, is to have it in a new conqiany and a new joint stock, and 
this to lx- established by act of parliament; but that till this was done, the 
exclusive trade should remain with the present Company.** Parliament was 
prorogued before this report could be taken into consideration, but in 1691 the 
resolution of the committee was virtually sanctioned by an address which the 
House of Commons presented to tlie crown. After this decided step, the Com- 
|mny became convinced tlrnt tlieir privileges would never lie secure until they 
wen? confirmed by statute. To this object, accordingly, their domestic |>olicy 
vrn# henceforth more especially devoted. In a jietition to parliament they set 
forth tLeir claims nt full length, and ultimately gained whut tlicv justly consi¬ 
dered u victory, 1 >muise the adverse decision pri-viimslv given against them was 
not refloated; and the House of Commons, aa if satisfied tliat they had hitherto 
octet 1 in the matter with some degree of precipitation, simply referred the whole 
business to the king This was just what the Conqiany deairad, for they felt 
assured that even if argument should fail, they luui it in tlieir power to conciliate 
the favour of government by the employment of other means of a more effica¬ 
cious nature What these werv will shortly appear; but in the meantime it is 
necessary only to mention the result—tlrnt, on the 7th of October 1693, the 
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'■p- ' N'mpnny obtained a new charter from the i-mwn. Before considering it* terms, 

it will be proper to glance at the state of affkirs in India. 

As already mentioned, the Company sent out only three ships from England 
iniii.. in the season 1 6S9-90. In the following season the same number tmlv was sent, 
ft ml not SO much for the purpose of carrying on trade at the great marts, which 
they enjoyed before their unhappy hostilities with the Mogul, as of picking up 
mix remains of traffic which might te found in localities not ofiteied by these 
hostilities Thus one of the vessels was >ent to Bmcoolen in Sumatra. where, 
as a substitute for Bantam, which was no longer aecesiible, a factory laid 
established and fortified; the second vessel, destined for Fort St Qeorjre was to 
load with coast goods, including thus.- which it might te possible to collect from 
Bengal; and the third, proceeding direct to Bombay, was to endeavour to obtain 
:i cargo by touching at the different stations on the Makbar coast In 1G92-HLi 
trade took a new start, and the number qf nldps despatched amounted to eleven. 
The main anise of the increase was the re-establishment of trnde within the 
Mqgid territories, on terms which, though humiliating, the Company w ere too 
glad to accept ; but something also may have teen due to the tetter prospect 
winch they now lutd of obtaining a confirmation of their privileges from the 
king The latter cauxo must have npemt,d riiil more powerfully in the ensuing 
season, and accordingly the number of ships sent out amounted to thirteen, 
which sailed aa two successive fleets iti Jimuniy and March, 

During the hostilities with the Mogul, the Dutch and French had tinned 
wthe blunder* of the Company to good account and, in a manner, monopubzi -1 
the Indian market The advantages thus acquired by the Dutch were net 
eventually of serious consequence, because the strict affiance into which they 
w ere brought with England prevented them from using these advantages, at 
lerL’.t openly. ter the purjKise of injuring the Company. The case was distent 
witli the French. While the Company were sacrificing all the substantial 
advantages which it had cost them the better pari of a century to secure, the 
Frt-iiL.h had n n t niiE^ estoblkhed iavtories at Surat on the Malabar const-, anil in 
the mouth of the Ganges, but had acquired a commanding settlement on the 
Coromandel coast at Pondicherry, eighty-five miles smith-south-wert of Jlndrn* 
Even when France and Englpod were allies, the Company could not refrain 
from expressing the jealousy and fear wldcli they felt at the rising prosperity or 
the French; imd now that the allknc- had teen broken tip, flT id the two nations 
w. re once more ape* enemies, one of the dirt instructions sent out to the preri- 
deney of Surat was to endeavour to secure the safety of tbdr ^ttlemcnts and 
trede by wresting Pondidieny from the French. Tins was fir more thm, the 
presidency could venture to attempt will, the feeble menu* at their disposal, and 
the Straggle which was finally to decide the ascendency between the rival estate 
lishment* was ncectearily reserved to a future period Indeed, at ilii* time, *» 
Ihr were the Company from being in a condition to undertake the siege of Pun- 
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^ tLut tIie >' «“W* t< J maintain tlwrmvr, ground flgh inrt» French xd .m 
t!-,t of four abi^, mounting respectively eixty-aiy sixty, forty, and twenty 
wbicb k,a m,uk ' its np|*eai*ance on the west const of India, and captured 
Dne of tlle CorneaBliijK within fifty nub* of Bombay This iocs^ .^ne- ***** 
what Ltiimterbalimeod by again on the east coast, where Tegmpatam, situated 
only about t hV 1 1 Vfc.i miles son Li t of Pondiehurry waa acq uired by purchase from a 
native prince, and immediately, converted into the strong and important settle- 
ment of t ort St David It in rather curious, that while the French, with whom 
W tf were ^ ien a * war « allowed the Company quietly to fortify themselves in 
their immediate vicinity the Dutch, our ahiea, manifest^ the utmost jealousy 
jitid ret used to reeognire the right which the Company claimed, in virt ue of their 
purchase, to levy harbour dues and customs. 


CHAPTER YIII. 


■ KeW ***** ffldiw of thr Hmim of CoaHnon^Utpt sik hnU-rj and BquuUou 

JAcIm ore**—Rival CampBjr eslalltibei] by net of p&rlfamatd 



j.OTH the disgraceful terndnation of the war in which the Com- 
pan>' had engaged with the Mogul, and the state of the public 


uiiml produced by the Revolution, gave great advantages to thefr 
enemies, who endeavoured, by a jadiriun which they presented 
to the House of Commons, to prove that nothing hut the eatab- 
13dintent |i i a new Company was able to save the East India trade frem l*fiug ruiUjuswn- 
entircly lost to the nation. The qtiestion raised by the petition was too Impor- 
taut nut to attract dqnsidenibk attention; and n cavunittee, appointed by the 
bouw < to take cognizance of it, began by requiring an exact state of die l.Vm- 
|muiv’h nocounts, an estimate of their stock, gornk cash, and debts, and a view 


ul tli l- c<d raspondcn.ee Imth at home and shroud, The Company nicim while met 
the jietition of then- opponents with a counterepetition. and both sides having 
been fully heard, resolutions were adopted, laying down a series of general pro- 
positions S3 to the terms on which the trade to tlie Bast Indies should in future 
la? curried on, r | he moat important of tlie resolutions were—“ That a sum not 
teas than i'l.-W.OdO, and not exceeding «£%0OO,GOO, was a fund necessary to 
curry on the East India trade in a joint stock-—that no one person should |x>s- 
scfS. any larger share than T50OQ, nor have more than one vote—that no private 
contracts should he made, but all goods be sold at public sales by inch of «mdle T 
except saltjietrc for the use of the crown, and in lots each not exceeding at one 
time the value of i J 50O—that all dividends be made in money, and no dividend 
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a D. 1H. made without leaving a sufficient fund to pay all debts and carry on the trade 
—that no ships, cither with permission or without, for the future W allowed tu 
go to the Ells! Indies, except only fttieh aa should 1 k- of a company, ov lie estaij- 
Hfihed by act of parliament—and' that the joint stock of a company to trade to 
the East Indies bo for twenty-one years, and no longer, 1 ' 

Though in these resolutions no express mention wa» made of thy existing Cant 
fetNitfM* pony, it became evident fmm other resolutions adopted immediately after that 

IhtlUIKh , . 

IMr the intention of pai lmment wiis to continue them in possession rif their mono 

poly; for after stipulating ** that [>er- 
sons having above the sum of f 5001) 
in the stdek of the present East India 
Company, in their own or other per¬ 
sons' names, be ribligtd to eel so much 
thereof as should exceed the sum of 
X'3000, at tile rate of out* hundred 
pounds for every hundred, 1 * and "that 
the members of the committee of the 
East India Company lie obliged to 
give security, to he approved of by the 
house, that the stock and estate they 
now had should be made good 
Jt'TMfOOth all debts paid, it was 
added, "that security being first given, 
an humble address be presented to his 
majesty. to mcorpomte the present 
East India Company by charter, ac¬ 
cording to the regulations agreed upon by the house, that the same might pass 
into nil act" 

o some of these regulations nn unnecessary or impolitic valid objections 
ril5 b f ht easily have ken made; hut the Company apparently resolved io waive 
' them ; for within a week, Sir Thomas Cooke the governor, and two other com¬ 

mittees of the Company, produced iheir proposals of security. They were not 
deemed satisfactory, and the house, after a short delay, adopted the following 
rasuhdion, dated 11th February, 1692—" That an humble address be present ,I 
to bis majesty to ibssoive the present East India Company, according to the 
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1 Tliii vjew ti frpm jin aid print. copied from a 
paiDtiau in Oin jwj-Msi-Dfi of Mr, ?alfijin, of the 
Ludii Htm», Tin iu-cripikem m ii R, ”Het HuR 
vati don do*t InJ.inc I n! C-Jkjj p^gcio &□ Loudon." A 
Liri eiT notice of t]nf lumicf used by l to Otatpany ti e.1 
foot uf print, whonM wa titract tLqi following t— 
Iru:n I6ti4 Jo 1 hiUt tile OTninoF the Compel iy uerc 
Lbicijjy tipaawSml nt the boom of liritrniur, 
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snent of Lho Company in 1 <R 1 *,« a ( Cro 4 ij £Ton«,, 
in BSnbispspittf Stmt, then b^goj^fig- to Lord Jter* 
thmupton. In 1538 flm Coiiifuny rcrooTiSiJ to the 
!ii,iinu of Hie CiimlMjiher Oitbrrcw. in Ll-stJ nihil] 
StreH, uttLat tinm gQTBmor; ud in 1 GkS pwiioTerE 
to the Iiouh? n?fnt-«,nled ebons, ^joining to Sir 
CbriiEopbetT In 1725 > new front «ru ninEo. uh[ 
njciaw Wldfac wap in pivjfnt*, which rtiuioed UlI 

I?* 1 *!, when tlio present utmcturt wu CttqtstMbdi 
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powers reserve-1 in their charter, and to constitute another East India Company a.d..im,± 
for the better preserving of the East India trade to this kingdom, in such 
mnnner as hb majesty in Ms r yal wisdom should think tit” To this address, 
which was ordered to be presented by the whole house, hi* majesty replied, 

* That it was si matter of very great importance to the trade of this kingdom, 
and that it could not be expected lie should give a present answer to it, but 
that he would take time to consider of it, and in a short time give them his 
positive answer. 1 ' The Company having reason to believe that they Imd more 
to expect from the king than from the legislature, bound themselves by writing 
to submit to such regulations as should be made. Accordingly, the committee s<ew 
of the privy council, to whom the whole mutter had been referred drew up an '.i™ 
eklxirate paper, entitled, “*Propositions for regukting the Erst India Company." 

The proportions, thirty-two in number, while retaining the spirit of the rcsolu- 
turns sanctioned by the House of Commons, entered much more into detail, and 
[lLho mode so me very important alterations and addition*. Instead of accepting 
them as they had formerly pronttfeed, the Company returned what they called 
the J1 Humble Answer of the Governor, Deputy-governor, and Court of Com¬ 
mittees of the East India Company to a Papier of Propositions for Population 
of the East India Company, ' In this answer the propositions were minutely 
criticized, and for the most j>art strenuously objected to. Some of the answers atyMtau 
are very quaint, and curious. To the second proposition, which was— <4 The ^^ lin _ T 
stock of the present Company to he part of the fund " (the proposed fund 
amounting to at least -£T ,500.000, and not exceeding £2,000,000), "and to be 
ratal at 1 7HOGO. if they can give security tbit it shall effectually produce that 
snm; or else at so much less, ms they will engage to make good after all debts 
]^dd. arid <Ltkfdctbu made to the Mogul and hi* snbjecta. against whose pre- 
tensions the new stock to k indemnified by the like security;"-—it was answered 
—“The Company, retommending their righteous cause to God and his majesty's 
known and famous justice in the whole course of lib happy life, sny that the 
value of everything b whnt it will sell for; and their stock, under all the cal¬ 
umnies and persecutions of their adversaria now tnrrrentJy sells for £150 per hun¬ 
dred ■ and they know and rail prove it to be Intrinsically more worth than that 
current price; but they know no law or reason why they should he dispossessed 
r f their tStato* at any less value than they arc really worth in ready money, ] y 
idl the measures anything is valued in any part of the world. They humbly 
say as to security, they know no reason why they should give security for their 
own estates, 1 hey affirm that they owe not a penny to the Great Mogul or an v 
of his subjects, other than their running accounts witli their own banyans ami 
broke re, which are changing daily, like merchant* running cash in a goldsmiths 
hntid. Although the Company owe nothing to the Mogul, as aforesaid, yet 
the hare mentioning any such thing by a public act of his majesty, would ho 
enough to pereuiide him to invent demands upon the Company for transactions 
Vat, I* 45 



3-H 


HISTORY OF L\1-IA. 


[Boo* H 


a n. tKi± an it pretences done In ages past, before any of tlie present adventurers were 
bom; Mid therefore that port of the proposition seems manifestly imptv^ihle, ;ls 
ivi-l] m unjiLst, neither the Mogul nor any of liu pubjeets having made any ooui’ 
(ilaint to his majesty of the Company's being in debt to him or tin-in; that 
being only a suggestion of tile interlopers and their adherente, not only now, 

I-ut fot many years past As to that hypothesis—if they can give security_it 

^■ilJ not become the Company to say what they might of their own ability, or 
the ability or disability of their adversaries; they are, on both sides, well 
known on the Exchange/' 

Tl,e ljt * ier answers exhibiting a siuukr spirit, were regarded by the king 
oinlu^i u ft>rxnu * rt 'j e<:tiu, ‘ by the Company of the charter which had been offered to 
them ; and accordingly, on the 14th November. IGfld he returned the following 
answer to the address which had been presented to him on the subject during 
the previous session of parliament;— 

“ d’he House of Commons having presented an address to the king to dLs* 
solve the present East India Company, according to the power reserved ill their 
cli&rter, and to constitute a new one, his majesty took into consideration the 
proper methods of complying with their desires, and "f securing effectually this 
advantageous trade to the nation 

■ But his majesty, upon examination of the charter, and consulting his judges 
and learned council, found that he omld not legally dissolve the Cotnjwim but 
upon three year/ warning; and tlmt during the three years after warning the 
Company must subsist, and might continue to trade; and ilmt although the 
king might constitute a new company, yet he could not empower such new 
company to trade till after three yeans, the crown having expressly covenanted 
nut to grant any such liberties. 

“Hereupon Ids majesty was veiy apprehensive of the ill consequences of 
giving warning to the Company, because they would then be less solicitous of 
promoting the true interest and advantage of the trade, whereof they could not 
tong reap the fruits, and that no new company could be immediately admitted 
to it; so that this very beneficial trade, which is already so much impaired, 
might be in danger of being entirely lost to the nation. 

“His majesty very desirous to prevent so great a mischief and to gratify 
tlie House of Commons in the end, since he could not do it without great hazard 
in tlie manner they proposed, resumed the East India Company to answer 
directly whether they would submit to such regubitloiw as bis majesty should 
judge proper, and most likely to advance tlie trade; and the Company having 
fully agreed to it, and declared their resolution in writing, his majesty ram- 
manded » committee of his pri vy council to prepare regulations; which they did, 
and offered them to the Company; hut the Company not^Uabm-iing thdr 
deduction of submission, rejected almost all the material particulara 

“So that his majesty, finding that what possibly the House of Common 
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might have expected, and indeed was nocessiiy to preserve this track, could not a,d,i». 
l>e perfected by bis own authority uJone. and that the Company could not 
be Induced to consent to any such regulations as might have answered the 
intentions of the House of Commons, and that the concurrence of parliament is 
nquiftite tn make a complete and useful settlement of this trade, has directed 
all the proceedings in this matter to be laid before them' and recommends to 
them the preparing of such a bill, in order to puss into an act of jvtriiament, as 
may establish this trade on such fmnuiationfl as are most likely to preserve and 
advance it,” 

The House of Commons endeavoured to act on this sagged Lieu, but finding 
that the apposition of the Company still continued, resolved, on the 25th Feb 
niary, I GUT, 11 That ait humble address be presented to Ids majesty, that lie 
will dissi lye the East India Company , ujk>h three years' warning to the said 
Company, according to the power reserved in their charter ” Hit king answered, 

* I will do always sill the good in my power for this kingdom, and T will con¬ 
sider your address.” 

A crisis was thus evidently approaching; but the Company, though they bud n* 
been huld enough to prov-ike it, became alive to the full extent of the danger, tliSTuLr 
and determined to leave no means untried that promised to prevent it Unfor- ' u " ri - 
tdnntely, however, at tlti^ very time, from mere inadvertency’ or some other 
cause which Iris never been properly explained, they incurred a direct, forfeiture 
of their charter fay failing to make payment of the first quarterly instalment of 
:i tax of fivr jher cent imposed upon their stock, by Act f Win. ..rid Mary ti 15. 

In this tut the stock was valued at iTi 1- 000, and consequently the whole sum 
exigil.de under the first quarterly payment was only i!)300. It is obvious tlrnt 
the nonpayment of a sum so com [Hindi vdy paltry must have been owing to 
oversight and not to inability; but the enemies of the Company were numerous, 
influential, and inveterate; and as the act, after ordering the first quarterly pay¬ 
ment to lie made on the 25th of March, 1G93, expressly declared, that " in case 
the governors and treasurer of the said repetitive companies' (the East India 
Company, the Royal African Company, and the Hudson'a Bay Company) '* shall 
make default in payment of the said several sums, or any of them respectively, 
charged on the stock of the said companies, at the days uml times aforesaid, 
according to the true intent of tins act, the charter of such company respectively 
ahull be, and is hereby adjudged to l>e void, 1 ’ it was seriously proposed to exact 
the full penalty The Company being thus entirely at the raerev of govern¬ 
ment, abandoned oil idea of resistance to any terms that might be offered them, 
and counted themselves fortunate when they escaped annihilation by obtaining 
new crown charters, which provided that the forfeiture, if really incurred, diould 
not take effect 

The first uf these charters, dated Tth October, 1693, after premising that 
" the governor und Company of Merchants of London trading into the East it* avwa 
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A.:i In* I its have been < t liiiig time, to tlm honour and profit of the nation, a ft>rpo- 
ration, and that Btitntj doubt tur question hath of lato bc-^n nwiw touching 
tlsr validity of the charter* of the said Company, and whether the eojinr lie not, 
in *LrieUlir-o oJ 1 tiw p void, by the not actual jutyiiient into the receipt of our 
exchequer of the first quarterly payment of tlie tax of i?5 per cent charge*! on 
s£, the general joint stock of the said Company*" proceed* a* Mori; " Mow know 
>' x ' W* taking tiie promiwu into mir royal consideration, and well weig hing 
wlmt dbordo* and iuconvenienoes would befall the said. Catnpuv. and other 
pursoa* concerned and employed in their trade, especially in the remote parts 
of ihe world, ii we should take advantage of the forfeiture aforesaid (if any 
u v- Wc ‘ being willing that the said governor and Company, or late governor 
an '^ Coiupmy of .Merchants of London trading into the Eiest Ind ies , and their 
suoctuswrH, shall have find enjoy all ouch and the like lawful lowers, privileges 
nod advantage*, and immunities; and m ns ample manner, to all intents and 
purposes, as if the said first quarterly payment of the a-ud tax hud been duly 
and regularly made according to the said act; of our especial grace, certain 
knowledge, and! mere motion," constitute and appoint Sit Thomas Cooke, 
knight, and various other individuals named, - and all and every other penjon* 
who wens member* of the said Company, or late Company of Merchant of 
Guidon Wing Into Hie East Indies, on the 25th day of March, now hist post, 
who have not since ported *5&th their stocks in the said Company; mid all and 
every other person and person* who, since the 24th of March last pest* by buying 
xtock or otherwise, have come into, and remain in a enpuaty of being members 

id the saill Company, lie /aid nhall be one body uorporate und jiolitkk in deed 
and in name," &e. 

TJ Z . WLne t™«lly MBtimm «B the rights and privilege previously en- 

"**“**■ joyed by the Company, the new charter contains the Mowing important pnj, 
visa;--*'If the said governor and Company of Honhuijto of London trading 
mt£> the East ludma, and limit Huccefflor* do not accept of and from time to 
titno, nnd at alt times hereafter, net nonmling to, and put in dm- Iul d ,-Hretual 
.'xniuLon, and submit and conform in nil things onto such onlere, directions, 

odd,turns Oterutioos, restriction* nod qualifications, renting to the - 

tion. cooflmuuu*, determination, rights, powers, or prfvjJegjsi „f the add Com 
puny, or the government thereof, or of the add governor nnd Company* or tin, 
encouragement. roanogetnent, regulatuuj, or advancement of trade ■ "or of tin- 
present nr future joint stock of the add Company; or concerning ', im - future 
mi BcnjiTions, to be made by tvuy of increase nr addition to the joint stock- or 
for ascertaining the true values of the add joint stock, at and during the times 
" an, each future sumptions; which, nod an «, our heire nr auoceaam. In¬ 
line advice of our or their privy conntdl, shall from time to time, at any time 
before the 23th day of September which shall be in the year 169*, thin/fit to 
make, insert, I,nut. direct, appoint, or express in or by auv further or other 
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charter. letters qxitents, or other writing or instrument, under our or their grant a i» w* 
Si.'al Lif Kivd and. then and in each and every of the eases uforeaiid, it yhall and 
may l.w la wfid to and for u\ our belts and imecessott, by letters-patem- under 
oiit or their great -seal of England, to determine, revoke mid make void these 
presents, mid Lin? grunt hereby luada. 

Tlie object of tilts proviso evidently was to bind the Company to die accept- 
mice of those conditions which the House of Common* had embodied in IV BBiet |ifcr»'^i 
of resolutions already referred to; and accordingly, in little more than a mouth 
after the date id the above charter, effect was given to the proviso by another 
charter in which, witii several not unimportant modification*. the ptsirliainentury 
resolutions were enforced In this new charter, dated Iltli November, ] fold, 
after a repetition of tin; proviso, and a preamble .stating, inter uf«i, the imjmit- 
am* of the traffic to tin? East Indies, and the desirableness of rendering it 
" more national, general, and extensive than hitherto it hath been," the Gom- 
pmy are taken bound to accept and agree to a series of propodlious, of which 
the most important are—that all subjects of the British crown, whether natural 
bom or “ 4 naturalized and endemzed." shall be entitled to 1 eonme members of 
tile Company ; that £744,000 shrill lx? added to the present general joint stock 
" by tin* new subscriptions of such persons who tdudl be mindu d to adventure 
any shore; that no person shall subscribe or hold more than £ 10,000 of stock 
in hb own or any other name; that the new Hubscriptaoiuy if exceeding iti the 
aggregate £744,000, >li;dl be individually reduced pro nrffci; tli&t every i'lQOO 
up to i. J 10,000 shall give a vote, thus allowing to the individual possessed of the 
maximum of stock ten votea in all; that the qualification for a committee shell 
bo i'HKKf and for governor and ilqaTty-govenior i ' HKW; that all dividends rimU 
l>e paid in money; that no private trade shall Ite permitted; that with the excep¬ 
tion of saltpetre sold to the crown, all sales shall be public, by bin'll of can die ; 
that no single lot of goods, except jewels, shall exceed £*500 in value; and that 
British produce am! inrimi fortunes should be annually exported to the amount rd 
£ 100 , 000 . 

These douses though binding the Company ho conditions which mud have 
prevented many of the abuses of which their previous management was accused, um- r.** 
not only fell far short of what their avowed opponent* had anticipated, but 
failed to satisfy the public mind; and the question hairing again ben keenly 
agitated, and brought specially before parliament by a petition praying fur the 
erection of a new East India Company, the House of Commons "examined the 
charter;] of the old Company, the book of new subscriptions, the fitiite of their 
present stock, and the ] edition above mentioned; and after mature deliberation’' 
resolved, on the 19tk of January. I 694, " thuti all the subjects of England have 
equal right to trade to the Eitst Indies, unless prohibited hy act of pn.rUament" 

The [joint thus summarily decided by one branch of the legislature was pro¬ 
perly a question of law; and several years before, under very different cimtm- 
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stances, had undergone a lengthened discussion in the Court of King's Bench. 
In the year 1683. when tiie crown was stretching its prerogative to the utmost, 
the East India Company, deeming the time favourable for obtaining nn authori¬ 
tative decision in favour of the validity of their charter, determined to try the 
question, and with that view brought an action against Thomas Sandys for 
attempting to trade within the limits to which they had, by their charter, an 
exclusive right Sundys argued that the Company was a monopoly, and being 
consequently struck at by the statute against monopolies, had usurjied |w»wers 
which, however sanctioned by the crown, could not la* legally maintained The 
ease, of which a full rejiort is given in the state trials, under the title of the 
" Great Case of Monopolies," attracted much attention; nnd lmving been fully 
argued by the ablest counsel at the bar, was not finally decided till 1685, when 
James IL had mounted the throne, and Jeffreys was lord chief-justice. Tlte 
decision, as might have been expected in the circumstances, was in favour of the 
royal prerogative, and found that “the grant to the plaintiffs of the sole trade 
to the Indies, exclusive of others, is a good grant’ The victory which the 
Company thus gained was more apparent than real. The decision was in their 
favour, but the argument was clearly against tin in; and the maintenance of 
their monojK>ly became in consequence identified, in the public mind, with that 
of despotism Hence, when the Revolution had made way for the establish¬ 
ment of constitutional freedom, their position became insecure, and every new 
discussion of their privileges seemed only to bring them nearer to the brink of 
destruction. The resolution of the House of Commons was indeed a virtual 
rej>eal of their monopoly, because it declared that nothing but an act of jiarliu- 
ment could make it valid. 

There was still, however, good ground to hope that .such an act of parliament 
might yet be obtained The king, by the charters whieh he had granted, had 
gone as far as he could safely do in their favour; and it was well understood, 
that while many of the members of the legislature were sincerely attached to 
their interests, liecnuse convinced that the trade to the East Indies could be best 
carried on by the preseut Company, there were others on whom, after argument 
had failed, another kind of influence might lie brought to bear What this 
influence was, and how unscrupulously the managers of the Company laid 
employed it BOOH l>ecame apparent. 

Severn! instances of brilieiy and corruption in the administration of public 
offices having been detected, rumours begun to prevail that the whole l* sly 
politic was corrupt Suspicion fell esj»ecially uj>on the city of London ami the 
East India Company; and on the 7th of March, 1695, the House of Commons 
np)M>inted a committee to inspect the IxK>ks of these two bodies. The guilt of 
the former was easily established, as the chamberlain a books contained an entry 
1 Hearing that 1000 guineas had been paid to Sir John Trevor, speaker of the 
House of Commons, on the 2241 of June, 1694, as a douceur for his |>aio.H about 
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a boll brought into pislmment under the name of tile " Orphan^ Bill. Tlie guilt ,vp. ick. 
of lint UtHupfluy was nut so wily establish tsl, though enough whs at 
ditto vered to *kow that bribery to un enormous extern t must Imve been carried 
mi. From an al^traet obtained from the Company’s books, H appeared that 
from 1638 to 148$ mdusive, #i0£02$ lift 7 d. hiad been paid in iswh Ibr what 
was called the 11 Comfnuiy « special service ’ In when Sir Thomas Cooke 
was gov- mor and Francis Tysstin deputy-govern or, the sum issued under this 
hfad TO d'Hj.+02. I2 J . %l Un Girdling for the orders Ibr this issn^ p IKp flrfhar 
i-'jjLjmittoi- discovered a minute of a court nf committee^ dated Lh-- 13th of 
April, 1603, and stating, hilar dtio, “The governor this tiny* netpmiuting the 
i"iurt with what proven lings had been made in their alEurs towards granting a 
new clifirtor, and with what had. been disburet by 1dm In prosecution thereof* 

Un' court approved of the said dmrges, and ordered a warrant to lie made out 
fur the Kime; and returned him thanks for ids great care, pains, and trouble in 
their service* desiring Idm to proceed in the perfecting thereof.’ 1 Two other 
minutes to a pmlkr effect were found* together with one dated the 23d of 
,V'Vri.ii" i L6$3, in vciiidi u us ordered that ihc cartrier-genernl do froatt t jun¬ 
to time make payment >f such sums of money fbr c&riying on of the Company's 
MerviLV as the governor shall direct, pursuant to the sense of the present debate," 

In regard to the disposal of the money, the committee reported that they ntutivy- 
liad I'Oeii tumble to obtain any further account than that it was f>r special l!.™Vlr 
service, and that n large punt of it had been put into the bauds of Sir Basil 
Fire brace, i m examining the Company's cash-book, tbey found a balance at 
their credit «ii l'\ - l k-19, 13& 10d.; hut on asking Air Pm rtmans, the cashier if 
he bad the same in <a,s]j, he answered that he bud nut, and in its stead | r duced 
tlte following voucher by Sir Thomas Cooke;—' Received, the 10th of Jami* 
rrn- 1603 [1691], of Mr Edmond Portmons, for account of the East Jni.hu 
Company, J?90 000; which 1 have disburst and paid for i'00,197 stuck, in 
tltc Luh(. India Company, for tlsvir account ; which £ promise to be accountable 
tur on !L' , '. , r>unt of the East India Company; and was by order of the Company 
the Xovcmljet, BHjMJ Xu such amount of stock bail beeti transJeived 

tu the CVunpany s account; but the committee., on examining Sir Benjamin 
Bathurst one of the Company s court of committees were t->kl hy him, that 
" finding so great a stun as J130,OW charged for secret services, he had some 
whim discourse with Sir Th tunas Cooke about it, to know how it, was dL&burst; 
but he refused to give Iiim any particular,, and told him he should remember 
he was bound by Ilia oath to the Company to keep their secrets." Sir Benj amin 
added, that ’about April. 1694, understanding they were In want of money, 
he looked into the cash-book; which carting up* he found n con si deni bin sui n 
In cash; and hiking some persons with him, discoursed Sir Thomas Cooke 
thereof, who said the X'9O,00O lie hml received was to gratify some persons in 
taise the bill siumid jmsx 
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Beside the above suspicious payment* the committee discovered a contract 
of a very singular description. It bore the date of the -6tli of February, 1694; 
and bound the Company to pay for 200 tons of saltpetre, to be brought home in 
the ship Seymour from India, the sum of X*1*2,000. together with £25 freight per 
ton to the owner* of the ship, besides all charges in England It seems that thi> 
saltpetre, for which X? 12,000 was to be paid, could be purchased in India for 
d 3 2000; and this sum was actually advanced by the Company for tluit ptupoae, 
ami not only so, but they also granted bond under the Company's seal for 
-fl0,000, as the remaining balance payable by a certain day. whether the ship 
should iirrive in safety or not The result of the contract is thus accurately 
explained by the committee:—“The Company runs the adventure of X 12,000 
for that which cost only X?2000, and mad consequently lose £1 2,000 if the 
ship miscarry; and on the contrary, the seller on the other hand gets i'10,000 
clear without disbursing or running the hazard of one penny; and what is yet 
more, a certain loss of A 3 9(XK) or X 3 10.000 w ill attend it if the ship arrive in 
safety." 

The report of the committee was made on the 12th of March. 1695; and 
on the 18th the House of Commons resolved, “that whosoever sliall discover 
any money or other grntuity given to any member of this house for matters 
transacted in this house relating to the oq>hans bill or the East India Com¬ 
pany, shall have the indemnity of this house for sneh gift" On the 26th it was 
ordered, *' Unit Sir Thomas Cooke, a member of this bouse, do give an account to 
the house how the 12* 3ii mentioned in the report w'as distributed” 

When examined lie refused to nnxw’er. and was committed to the Tower. At 
the same time a bill was ordered to lie brought in for the puqxise of obliging him 
to give an account So much were the house in earnest that, in little more than a 
week, the bill, though counsel was heard against it. was passed and carried to the 
House of Lords. When it was read there for the first time it was vehemently 
opposed by the Duke of Letsls, lord- president of the council, who commenced 
with a most solemn protestation of his cleanness and innocence, and laying lit* 
hand upon his breast, declared ujK'ii his faith and honour " thnt he was perfectly 
disinterestexL uml had no |uirt or concern in this matter, and therefore might the 
better appear against it Sir Thomas Cooke, being brought from the Tower lo 
the bar of the lords, declared himself ready and very willing to make a full 
discovery on obtaining an indemnifying vote; nnd as tl»e rejiorta of the jH*ri<xl 
express it, " bemoaned himself (weeping) that he was not indemnified at thnt 
instant, so that he might just then make the discover)' which was expect<*d. 
and wdiich he was so desirous to moke On being asked what he wanted to 
be indemnified from, he answered, “All actions and suits, except from the East 
India Company, whom, if he had injured, he w'ould lx? bound to undergo the 
utmost rigour.” He also desired, he Hud, to be indemnified from scandalums, 
which he explained to mean the action of scandal am magnatum. 
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The fords sisted procedure with die bill sent up from the commons, run I 
intmluoetl ti lilll of indefnarty, which was ultimately passed Tin- preamble 
amt leading enacting clause of the act are as follows;—' Whereas it appears, bv 
the book* of the East India Company, that Sir Thomas Cooke, knight, in the 
year lli£13. lining the governor of the said Company, did receive* out of the stock 
and treasure M‘.urging to the siuue, the sum oi i 77 and Lath algo received 
out of the stock and treasure" of the suid Company die further stun of £*9 0.000 
And whereas a true discovery of the distribution ami application of the said 
^veral suites if money will be of public use juid service, and is necessary to the 
vindicating the justice and honour of the government ■ und die said Sir Thnmas 
Cooke hath vi.iluntroily offered to make such discovery, so as lie may be imfom- 
ilifted in such manner ils is hereafter mentioned and provided: Be it lheretojv- 
enacted, by the king* most excellent majesty, by and with the ;ulviet- arid con¬ 
sent of the lords spiritual ami temporal, and commons, in this present parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that, if the said Sir Thomas Cooke 
idiiill, ou or before the £3d day of April, 1695, make A true and full discovery 
on oath, before a committee of the lords and commons, to be appointed by each 
house for that pm p .-=■ ! or und in what manner, and to what person or persons, 
atid to wlint particular un^ intend, and purposes, and on what account, the 
said sum of J?OQ,Q0O ami the sum of £/07,000, part of the said sum of T77 r ’T59. 
have been distributed pud, applied, disposed, and made use of then the said 
Sir Thfmias Cooke shall not. by reason or means id such discovery, be liable to 
any action or suit of any person or persons whatsoever, other than the redd East 
India Company, nor shall such discovery or confession be allowed or given in 
evidence against him in or upon any action or suit, other than as afore-said : and 
also shall be deckir-d pardoned n*l indemnified for any crime he tuny be guilty 
of in the distribution payment, application, or disposal of the said money, to 
any person Other than to himself/' 

When examined before the committee of both houses appointed in terms- of 
tbU act, yir Tbomus Cooke produced n v- ritten statement entitled " A true juhI 
full discovety, upon oath, made hy Sir Thomas i /ooke, to the best of hU know¬ 
ledge. Aa, . . which discovery is in pursuant* of an act of tliis present session 
ill |: .i huuieuL ' Tills statement contained the names of the various pirtie?-to 
whom cadi had paid to the amount of !, 18*. itf. and of others 

from whom Esist India stock, to the amount of £90*000. had Iwu bought ibr 
account of the East India Company. Among the cash i tenia were i’J 0,000 
14 delivered to Francis Tys-sen. Esq fm- the special sendee of the Compare^;” 
n0,000 l<> Mr. Richard Ackn, “ to defray the expenses of himself, and for his 
friends solkaling to prevent a new settlement of aft East India Company, and to 
endeavour tin- establishment of the old: £ 10.000 to-Sir Basil Fire brace "in 
recompense of hk trouble in prosecuting the Company's nihiirs, and m consider¬ 
ation of other losses he bad sustained by neglecting his own business, and by 
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i p wt nut. e n g ag i ng himself with the mtoiopi tj.lt chips' 1 An additional sum of £’30, cinq 
was set down as having Wji paid " to the &uid Sir Basil for £*50 per cent lo-,-. 
on stock 1 was obliged to accept of him at Cl 50 per cent on thn €nm jenny's 
rV • ' account On being interrogated with reference to the above statement Sir 
Thomas Cooke declared J ' that the first mm of J?10,000 above mentioned 
given In expectation to have the charter of the East India Company confirmed, 
nml new regulations thereto made/' and that ''it wnfr intended for the king, I nt 
he could not say the king had it, 1 though “he bdieves Mr lessen told him 
that lie delivered it to Sir Jodah Child, who delivered It to the king" He 
added that“ it was a cum ternary present, and that in King Charles’s and other 
former reigns, the like had heai done for several yearn" With regard to the 
C10,000 paid to Mx Acton, he declared that he bad given it with the privitv 
of Sir Jowiah Child. "who recommended Acton as a person capable uF doing 
the Company service^ having great acquaintance with parliament men, and 
others who had interest with them;' that "he could not particularize who they 
were, hut the end aimed at was to get an act of parliament r The -unis paid 
■ ■ 1 Sir Basil h irtbrace were stated to be in implement of an agreement. hv 
which the Company became hound, m case the charter paired, to take £60.01 >t> 
>toek of Sir Basil at jPISO per cent As the stock was then only C\ 00 p r 
cent, the tkanpamy hat £ 3 3Q,00Q by the transaction By another agreement of 
a HiBukr nature, they would haw been bound to accept a transfer jf f 40,000 
y toek on the anna terms, if an act of parliament in favour of the Company hud 
Iieen obtained. 

y™ I n following up the Inquiry, varii m other pern™ were exam i ned Sir Jo-Sn.li 

miiujEuii Child affected gmmtml ignorance of the matter, and said that “he never disposed 
of £‘30 of the Company's money to his remembrance.' He admitted, however, 
that “he did recommend Mr. A-ten ss living an honest man and tlwraght ho 
might do service to the Company in parliament because of his acquaintance^’ 
- ’ ,ut> He also recommended ‘ that u present of J050.0OO should be made to the king 
if ills majesty would so far waive his prerogative that an act of parliament might 
he pwsed for settling the Company; but Mr ly^n told him the king would 
not meddle in that matter" Jit- 11 - knew nothing of the i?40 000 paid to Sir 
Firehmce t but there wa& a kind nf a company or twenty-five | person* 
tiiat sut tie <lk In di.*m r to destroy the Company, and lie told Sir Thomas 
Cooke that he thought Sir Basil the fittest person to divide them " 

Sir Basil Fire-brew, when first examined admitted the payments an stated 
hy Sir Thomas Cooke, viz.—.£10,000 as a gratuity for losses, and =£30.000 in 
term* of contract. Both sums 11 were directly for himself* and for the use of no 
other person whatsoever; he paid no part of the same towards procuring a 
chfiiier or act of pariinntenh nor mode any premises to do bo, hut he had 
wverai discourse with Sir Thonua Cooke about using Im endeavours to procure 
° Iluw charter Being asked “ whrd particular services he did or was to du for 
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procuring charter/' he said *' that he wished lie might answer that at .same in ;ai 

other time, being not wdL, not having slept two or tlirte nighty and being much 
indisposed a> to his health; tlmt lie was unwilling to take too much upon him¬ 
self, but thought he 1 1 til great service to the Company in solicitation and other 
sendees." On the following day, having desired to be (allied in, he deposed, 

’"tlmt having hud h treaty with Mr Bate*, whom be thought able to do svrviee 
ill passing the charter, and to have acquaintance with ta-vend persons of honour/' 
he gave him two noted, the one far 3000 and the other for 25U0 guineas, pay- 
aide to Mr bates or l>e;mer, The latter note was paid niter the charter far 
restoring the East India Company passed , the ut!u. j r after the diailcr for regti- 
Uti'fu pissed. These note* were from Sir Thomas Cooke, who. he believed, 
did know howthey were to bo disposed of. In lint, Mr. Bates had introduced 
Sir Busjl several times to the Duke of Leeds, the lord-president, “who mudt 
Home scruples in [K>int of law," 

Mr, [kites deponed M that Sir Basil Eirelirai-e rlid apply himself to him to use in. eh<= 
hb interest for obtaining n charter n> the East India Company; 1 ' that " lie did 
«se his interest with the 1 ord-president who said he would do what service lie 
ronld that he received 5000 guineas, t-ald the lord-president of the fact, and 
urged the same ujH>n lib lordships acceptance but be refused it He admitted, 
however, that in regard lie could not toll money very well himself/' he "did 
li k Iisive of my lord dud his servant might tell the money/ His lordship gave 
leave, and accordingly Ids lordship's servant, M Robot," J did receive the money/’ 

At drat Bates alleged that M Robert paid irver the money to him , hat on u sub¬ 
sequent examination ho admitted that he had Lt not, and that it had remained 
v* ith Ruben dll within the lost few days, when Robert had brought it to him 
for the purpose of being given back to Sir Jknsii Firehra.ee His rea$<u for thus 
paying back the guineas was ,J the noise that it made, and that j H>ople might 
think he did not deserve them." More light was thrown on this disclosure by 
Sir Basil, who, when again examined, staled " that the East India Company - 
charter being forfeited, Sir Thomas Cooke was apprehensive that it stuck with 
the Duke of Leeds/’ and told him that " some way must he found out to the 
duke/’ Sir Basil thereupon applied to Mr. Bates, who, after a good detl of 
higgling, agreed to accept of 5000 gtdtieaa for hh friend, and 500 guineas to 
himself Sir Thomas Cooke sanctioned the agreement. remarking that if "it 
whs insisted nn it roust be done/' The agreement was that 11 if the duke did 
act in favour of the Company, he should luive 2000 and 3000 guineas, and Bates 
500 guineas for himself Sir B&si1 added, 41 that from the time tlie note* were 
given, they hud free access to the lord-president, and found him easy and willing 
to give them his JisstHtiuice'' 

Mr Tyssen deemed that ,£ Sir Tiiomns Cooke suid Sir Joshdi Child gave him Mr T^aea 
a note under their bands fur i J 5 0.000, which was intended to he presented to 
bU majesty if bin majesty would [Miss an net of parliament as they should desire 
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X.D. 1965. ami dial he &>:quninfod my Lord Portland with the ('ompnnv’a intention to make 
such si present ; who told the deponent that the king vrmM not meddle with it.'" 
On being asked "if he had uttered the &ime to Lord Portland, he denied that 
he hud so done, saying, if he had, ho must never have seen his fare mure" 
iBFikiii That bribery to an enormous extent hud liven carried on, there could now lie 

Imfti (if tlh» . ' ' 

i "lie < r no doubt, but list--, only ease m winch as y et, ii seemed euj«sibk of being proved, 

wna that of the Duke of Leeds, against whom, accordingly, the commons resolved 

to proceed hy impeachment, On the 
reading of the report of the committee 
in the House of Lords, the duke rose 
in Ids place iUid said that, " os lie liud 
formerly protested liimaelf to he frev 
in this matter, so he still denied, upon 
Uia faith and honour, that lie was 
guilty of any such corruptions as 
were suggestsJ against him. and that 
tf the whole truth were hdd open it 
would tend to his honour and ndvan- 
t ago.’' II es expla nati 01 \ was,' J that Mr, 
Bates intiitinced .Sir Basil Fircbmce 
to him. and that he had conferences 
with *Sir Biidi iEj>un the Htrbjcct of the 
EasL India Company, which fcsir Basil 

Trt*>KA Oak>>jsr v lhikc of Fmn print alter Sir P Wr , 

was concerned for; that some tune 
ti. *eilSl 1 , . idler Ms 1 . Bates came and informed him that- he wan tn have a Bam of money 
d Sir Basil, and desired his Innbdiip to lend him one of his. servants Ur, Bates 
keeping but a foUtman, to receive the money, and gn k lent him M. Robot; 
that hi* lordship knew nothing of the sum, but afterwards Mr, Bates come to 
him and told him he iiad received 5000 guinea*?, which he offered to him, telling 
Ids [unlihip that he laid been very obliging and kind to him, and that in acknow¬ 
ledgment of the many favours he had received from Lis lordship's hands, 3se 
humbly desired him to accept of them, which he refusing. Mr. Bates pre^I him 
oaniently to take one-half or a quarter, which he still refused, declaring hr- would 
not touch a penny of them: and told 1dm since he had taken them, he thought 
there was im need of returning them—they were Ids own, and he wished him 
good luck with them " While the duke was making this apology, or nether eon- 
fcsHU'ii, he got private notice that the commons were preparing to impend i him 
Startled at the news he hastened off, imd intimated, throngh one of the mem I 
hl-j desire to be heard. Permission was given, and he made a long and app-.u' 
ently rambling qx.-t.-ch, wit hunt making any fovnumblu impression, for the im¬ 
peachment wuh immediately carried up to the lonls, The first article, containing 
the substance of the whole, was as follows;—" Thut certain merehonta Lniding tn 
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tLi- I'liLbt Indies, having either forfeited their charter, or In-ing under an appro- At) im 
hea&ion that they had forfeited the some, and having made their hum hie uppli- 
eat ion to their majesties in council for obtaining a charter of confirmation : the 
said Duke of Leeds, being then president of their majesties' most honourable 
privy council, and sworn U> give their majesties true and faithful advice, did, 
contrary to his oath, office, and duty to their miycatiesi, and in bread* of the 
great trust reposed In liinij by himself, his agents, or servants, corruptly and ille¬ 
gally treat, contract, and agree with the said merchants or their agents, for 55GO 
guinea^ to procure the said charter of enuhrmution, and also a dunter of regu¬ 
lations or to use bis endeavours to obtain tlie ^mitc 

Bv some strange oversight the dukt’a servant, 31 Robert, whom the previous 

*" "i” jI Uj | ■ «-g jy. 

deposition had shown to be it moat important witness had not been examined, tif ah 

and when tlie necessary steps for the propose were about to lit taken, it was 
found that he hud disappeared A tardy prockmata^ u for securing him was 
issued, hut it proved unavailing; and thus an essential Link in tlie chain i-f evi¬ 
dence could not lie supplied- Tire Duke of Leeds, niov feeling confident Lhut 
the impeachment could n< it be nrnde good, began to use the language of injured 
innotrence. and to complain of the hardship and injustice of having u charge 
hanging aver his head, while uo attempt was made to prove, and no opportunity 
was given loin fcu disprove it, The suite of matters was however, well under 
stood, and his shuffling only served to confirm tlie conviction generally enter 
tamed of bis guilt Meanwhile parliament seemed fesolved to d- duty and 
as the leading witnesses were justly suspected of pct-vari ration or concealment, 
an act was [Missed fur imprisoning them, and for restraining them from alien¬ 
ating their estates Unfortunately, the steal manifested by parliament was not 
ponded at court. At a very early period of the inquiry, tlie king, tiller giving 
the fraud assent to several bills, addressed both bouses ns fellows.:—" 31 v lord ■ '* * 1 - ■ 

4 fellalrfwB lai 

and gentlemen. I take this occasion to tell you that the season of the year IS SCI par I- m>H i 1 
far advanced, and the circumstances of affairs are .-so pressing, that 1 very ear 
iH-tly rvCcmmend to you the sftteily despatching sildi busmesw m you dunk of 
most importance for the public good, Ivcc&use 1 must put an end to Ibis seasit b 
in iv few iLayn, From this significant hint, it was well understood that there 
was n strong feeling in hi gh quarters against} the exposure to which the parlia¬ 
mentary inquiry into bribery' and corruption threatened to lead. and in fact, on 
the 3d of May. within a fortnight after the bint was given, and while the L-suc 
(,[ the iri>|inry was still in suspend’, parliament was prorogued According to 
iluniel. "It woe in ten del to hang up the matter to anot he r aes-don; hut an act 
■ r f grace same in at the end of this with an exception, indeed, jus to corruption; 
yet this whale discovery wan lot fall, and it was believed too ninny of all sides 
were concerned in it: for, by a cOBauou consent, it was never revived" 

There cnnn< «t i-e a doubt that the Company suffered severely in public eati- 
1 nation by the diseh^urv. su far as it hud gone A dktiud.bn, however, ought 
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to be made between tin? Company and the imumgeruent This bad i>een uTudu- 
«liy monopolized by Sir Jusinh Child and u few wealthy individual, who, taking 
undue advantage of the mdimited power of purchasing atuck* md of voting upon 
it. Jiud succeeded in ousting must of the independent members of comtnitte^ 
mid supplanting them by their own wmtmetL On them, therefore, the chief 
blame ought to rest; more especially as the general court of propraetors, even 
before the parliamentary inquiry commenced, had been induced, in consequence 
ut tiie rumours which hod begun to prevail, to appoint a, committee “ to in- 
.‘qiwt into the affaire of the general joint stock under the uwutgmnent of the 
cQiirt of committee^ and of the sc vend transactions that had been had therein, 
fur the satisfaction or the ad venturer" The report of the committee thus 
appointed, had furnished most of the lending facts, which were afterwards more 
fully brought out by the parliamentary inve^tigutton 

Whil^ tlje Company were suffering eevundj' in public estimation from these 
shame fid disdosures, an alarm arose from a di hr rent quarter, Scotland ami 
England, though their crowns were now worn by a single monarch, were -.till 
Jk-parate and independent kingdoms, and there was therefore nothing to pre¬ 
vent the former from having its East India Company as well as the latter. 
Indeed, m early as 1(117, King James had given his sanction to suib a company, 
by granting letters-patent under the great seal of Scotland, to Sir James Cun- 
ni rig hum, of Gleijgarnock, appointing Is tin, his heirs and assignees, to be jt-i 
governors and directory with authority J t-« trade to and from the East ladies, 
aiul the countries or parts of Asia, Afiicxt, and America, beyond the t ape of 
IkaiQ S|htrrLiitin to the Straits of Magellan, and to the Levant Sea, and terri¬ 
tories under the government of the Great Turk, and to and from the countries of 
Greenland. and all the countries and islands in the north, north-west, and north¬ 
east seaa, and all other parts of America and Muscovy." Whatever niav have 
liecn tlic tiginal intention of this grant, it ultimately degenerated into a mere 
job for the benefit of die grantee, who sold it, and all his right* under it, for a 
valuable consideration. The purchasers were the London East India Company, 
w ko thus escaped the clanger of a competition, which in honest and ^kilfnl 
hands might have proved formidable, litis abortive attempt to give ScM- 
Jand a trade to the East appeal* to have attracted little notice; and other 
interests, of a still more vital nature, so completely occupied the public mind 
during the persecuting reigns of the Stuarts, that the better pari if a century 
chipset] before the subject wm again mooted The better era which commenced 
with the Revolution brought new desires and aspirations along with it* and a 
general 'hftii't wils bit by patriotic h^'bnieii to give their country as high a 
place in commerce its It had already attained in liberty, religion, and arms. The 
influence exerted with this view on the public mind, was soon manifested in 
parliament, which, tin the 14th June, lti!J3 r poised an “Act for encouraging of 
i ormgtie 1 rule, in which “our soYeraigne lord ami ludye, the king and 
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queens majesties, considering tow much the improvement of trade concerns a i> ik 
the wealth andwellfan? uf th..- kingdom, and that; nothing hath been found” 
more effectuall for the improving and enlarge in g thereof than the erecting and 
encouragerag of companies, whereby the same may be careyed on by under- 
tak rings to the remotest parts, which it is not possible for single persons to 
undergo, doe therefore, with advice and consent f f the estates of parliament, 
statute and declare, that merchants more or fewer may contract and enter 
into societies and companies for carrying on of trade, as to any subject ami sort 
of geodes and merchandice to whatsoever kingdoms, eountreyes, or parts of the 
world., not being in warr with their majesties, where trade is in use to bo, or 
niity he followed, and particularly beside the kingdoms and eountwy e* of Europe, f ^b fKn} " 
to the East and West Indies, to the straits and trade of the Mediterranean, or 
upon the coast of Affriea, or northern parte, or elsewhere, us above," By a 
subsequent act, dated 2titii June, 1695, John, Lord Bel haven, and various indi¬ 
viduals specially named. including beside Scottish, several English ami foreign 
merchants. 41 together with such others as shall joyn with them within the spfiev 
of twelve monetLs after the first day of August next,' were constituted “a free 
incorporation, with perpetual euOMsaiiWi, by the name of the Company of Scot¬ 
land trad ring to Adrien and the Indies." Half the Capital was to be allotted 
for Scottish men within this kingdom: but it was allowed to ''Scotsmen 
residing abroad or foreigner* to come in and subscribe.’ the least sum being 
£lG0 and the greatest £3000 In carrying on their trade the company were 
" Impvwered to equip fitt, set out. fraught, and navigate their own or hired 
ships in such manner as they shall think tiLt, anil that for the space of ten years* 
from tin? date hereof," and “ from any of the porta or places of this kingdom, or 
from any other ports or places in amity, or not in hostility with his majesty, 
in warlike or other manner, to nnv lands, iskiuils, count ivyes r or places in Ask, 

AfTrica. or America, and there to plant colloniac build cityes, touns, or forts, on 
or upon the places not inhabited, or on or upon any other place by consent of t he 
natives or inhabitants thereof and not possest by an European sovereign poten¬ 
tate, prince, or state f they were also fully authorized not only to defend them¬ 
selves by “ force of arms,” but 14 to socko. and take reparation of damage done by 
sea or land, and to make and conclude treaties of peace with the seweraigns, 
princes, estates*, rulers, governor- nr proprietors of tire foresail] lands, islands, 
l ountreyes, or places in Am, Affrica, or America." 

Bt-r-idf these extensive powers, wliieh were declared to be exclusive, no 
subject of Scotland being permitted without the company'* written permission pc,rfli * m ‘ 
to trade within these limits various extraordinary privileges were conferred. 

Among others it wan declared that “ all peredne concerned or to be concerned 
in thk company " were " to be fret- denizens of this kingdom," and that 41 ‘they 
with all that riudl settle to inhabit, or be horn in any of the foresaid plantations, 
co! Ionics, cityes, tonne, factories, and other plsu**. that shall tue purduust ai d 
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possesst by the said company, ahull to repute a* natives of thia king dom, and 
have the jtriviledgea thereof;' 1 and that for the space of twenty-one years, the 
company s dupa, goods, and other eliecis wli&tsover, wen- to Ia- 1 free of .ill 
manner of restraints or proliibitiona, and of all custom;- taxes cesses. supplies, in 
other duties imposed or to be imposed by act of parliament or otherwise f with 
the exception only of r.he duties an tobacco and sugar, not the growth of their 
own plantations This privilege is made still bn 'aider by a subsequent danse, 
which provider that M the said company; whole members; officers, servants, or 
others belonging thereto, shall to free, both in their persona, estates, mid good*, 
employed in the said stock and trade, from all manner of taxes, cesses, supplies, 
excises, quartering of soukliers, transient or local, or haivying of sonldL-rs, or other 
imposition* whatsoever;" and lest the power given to the company to redress 
themselves should prove inadequate, his majesty expressly promises, that If 
"ctmfemr to the said rights, liberties, privileges, exemptions, grants, or agree¬ 
ments, any of the ship*. good% merchandise, persons, or other effects whatsoever, 
belonging to the send company, shall be stopped, detained embazkd, or away 
taken, or in any sort prejudged or damnifYed," he will " interpose his authority 
to have imitation, reparation, and satisfaction made for list- daximage done, and 
that upon the pubiick charge, which his majesty dial! cause depurse and lav mit 
fur that effect.' 

The liberality which parliament had displayed in coutVrririg such ample 
privileges was fully seconded by the smutty at large In n short time a 
subscription lint, such i\a Scotland hud newer before seen. was tilled up The 
amount was £-400,000; and tlic list contained the names of 1 '210 shareholders, 
among whom wore most of the lending nubility, the public bodies clergy, 
lawyers, merchants, and a large selection of individuals of jlU dosses, thus 
proving bey ond a d™U that the formation of the company was the effect of a 
great national movement Liberal as the home subscription had thus been, a 
large addition was anticipated from other countries; and the managers among 
whom the celebrated William Paterson, the founder of the Bank ©f England 
b>ok the lead, <leapatehed commissioners to London, Amsterdam and Hamburg, 
with authority to open new subscription lists, and confer the privileges of the 
company on all who might be induced by these representations to apply fbr 
them 

The English parliament, on being acquainted with these proceedings imme¬ 
diately took alarm; and having their attention sproially called to the subject by 
a petition of their own Company proceeded, on the 13th December. 1605, to 
pre^nt n common address from both houses to the crown. ThD address pro¬ 
ceeds as follows;—" The lords spiritual and temporal and commons, in jHirlijinitiit 
assembled, having taken into our consideration the state of the trade of this 
kingdom, do hud that, besides many other disadvantages and difficulties it now 
lies under, an act of parliament that linth lately received your majesty s royal 
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:L-witt iii your kingdom of Scotland, fur erecting a company trading to Africa and a.i>. ixs , 
the Indira, is likely to bring many prejudices and mischiefs to all your majesty's 
subject* that are concerned in the wealth and trade of this nation." After 
quoting largely from the net in support of this allegation, it thus continues:— 

“ By reason of which great advantages granted to the Scots East India Com- 
[Miny. and the duties and difficulties that lie upon that trade in England, a 
great part of the stock and shipping of this nation will be carried thither, and 
by tbi.s means Scotland will be made a free port for all East India commodities; 
and eon.vcqueiitly those several places which were supplied from England will be 
furnished from thence much cheaper than can be done by the English; and 
therefore this nation will lose the benefit of supplying foreign parts with those 
commodities, which hath always been a great article in the hi dance of our 
(oreigu trade. Moreover, the said commodities will imrivoidablv be brought by 
the Scots into England by Stealth, both by sea and land, to the vast prejudice 
of the English trade and navigation, and to the great detriment of your majesty 
in your customs. 

The king was thus placed in a very awkward predicament Ho could not A^kwi 
question the competency of parliament to grant the act complained of without ILraV 
attacking the national independence, and disappointing what had become one of 
tin- iiLitioral hopes of Scotland; nor could he continue to sanction the act without 
placing himself in decided opposition to the legislature of England, and some 
of the moat strongly cherished prejudices of the English people. He therefore 
answered somewhat vaguely* ' L i have been ill served in Scotland, but I hope 
some remedies may be found to prevent the Lnconvcnicncies which may arise 
from this act;" and shortly after showed that he was ready dissatisfied with 
the management of Ids minivers in Scotland by dismissing most of them from 
office. The English parliament took at ill mure decided steps - r and on receiving 
the report of a committee which hod been appointed to examine the methods 
by which the act had been obtained, and the proceedings under it, the commons 
resolved, " that the directors of the company of Scotland trading to Africa and 
tile Indies, administering and taking here an oath <k hddi t and under colour 
■•'t a Scots act styling themselves a com piny, wore gut tty of a high crime mid 
laisdemoaconr, and that the Lord Bellmveu, William Paterson and uther indi¬ 
viduals named), be impeached of the some. ' This resolution, violent as it . 
undoubtedly was in ita nature, and offensive in its term?N w*is not beyond the 
competency of the English parliament; and therefore, however much it must 
have roused the indignation of the Scots, did not properly famish matter for 
formal complaint. Another step, however, was of a more objectionable nature. 

The Scots company liad. as already mentioned sent a deputation to Ham- 
bttrg, and had every prospect of obtaining a liberal subscription, when all their ** Uami " WT 
hopes were frustrated by hostility from an unexpected quarter. The nature of 
the hostility will he best explained by a memorial presented on the 7th of 
You L 47 
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jut lfflr. April, 1 £97, suid subscribed by hi* EritnimEt majesty's envoy extraordinary »t 
the courts of Lime burg, and bis resident In the dty of Hamburg. In this 
document, adlreased to the senate of this city, the memorialists express them- 
selves as follows;—“We, the subscribers, ministers of bis majesty the King of 
Omit Britain, have* upon the arrival of commissioners from an Indian company 
in Scotland, represented at two several times to your magnificences and lord 
ships from the king our master, that hi3 majesty, understanding that the said 

ircwrmi bj- commissioners endeavoured to open to themselves a commerce and trade in 

Ilw Jiritiih . r 

m iTup. these parte, by making some convention or treaty with this city, bad com¬ 

manded us must expressly to notify tu your magnificences and lordships that if 
yon enter into such conventions with private men his subjects, who have neither 
erudentifil letters, nor are any other ways authorized by Mb majesty, that I tin 
majesty would regard such proceedings us an affront to bis royal authority, and 
that be would not MI to resent it Your magnificences and kinLdiij s had the 
goodness to answer us thereto by your deputy that you would no way enter 
into commerce with the aforesaid commissioners, nor etio mrage them in any 
sort Notwithstanding whereof, wc, the aabscribera, do see with displeasure 
that, without any regard to the remonstrances made by us in tho name of 
his majesty, the inhabitants of this city forbear not to make conventions and 
treaties with the said commissi oners, who dare even erect a public office to 
receive subscriptions, as appears by the annexed print.. And it is nut very 
credible that strangers could so openly enterprise matters of such iioportanee 
without being supported by tMs governments wherefore we make tuir just 
complaints thereof to your magnificences and lordships, beseeching you, in the 
name of the king our master, to remedy in time that which is begun, and to 
do it so effectually as to prevent any consequences it may have, capable to 
disturb the friendship and good correspondenee which we would cultivate be¬ 
tween England and the city of Hamburg. \Ye wait your magnificences 7 and 
lordships' answer in writing, to be transmitted to bis majesty our master* 

■J"™ This memorial, which contains a giw mkrepreaentation of tin- diameter of 

M ‘.aii'.jjs the Scotch commissioners, and amounted in fact to a most unwarrantable inter¬ 
ference with the independent rights both of Scotland and Hamburg, having 
been transmitted by the senate to the Commcrcir, or general body of mer- 
chants, called forth the following answer:—“We look upon it as a very strange 
thing, tlmt the King of Britain should hinder ns, who are a free people, bo 
trade with whom we please; but are amazed to think that he would hinder ti* 
from joining with his own subjects in Scotland, to whom Lie had lately given 
such large privileges by so solemn an act of parliament" This answer unques¬ 
tionably placed the mutter in its true light; but the Hamburg merchants, 
though they signed for considerable sum* in the cam j any’s books, were too 
cuurii. tu.-. to commit themselves finally and appended a condition making their 
subscriptions void, “ if the company did not procure *ome declaration them the 



Chap, VTTT.l 


A SCOTCH EAST IN I'Ll COMPANY. 


371 


king that might secure them against the dues tenon ga and other infitn nations a-Ioioty 
contained in the memorial 1 ' 

It was now the first business of the Scottish company to endeavour to 

+ "" [ifiai e-dLLi‘,gi 

obtain the declaration for which their subscribera in Hamburg bad stipulated ; 
and ftccordingly, cm the fiSth June, 1697, their council-general presented an 
address to the king, in which, iifter enumerating their legal rights, and the pre¬ 
judice which they had sustiiined by the interference of individuals acting in his 
majesty's name, they applied, for the protection to which they wore entitled by 
u natural right and the privilege of all tnerebants whatsoever, even though they 
had wanted the sanction of si> solemn laws, and more especially for such 
declaration ra in your royal wisdom you shall think tit to render the senate and 
inhabitants of the said city of Homlmrg', smd nil others tliat are or may lie 
concerned, from the threatening^ or other suggestions which the memorial C"n- 
tain ed A* the king had evidently been brought into a false position, and 
could not- have justified the proceedings of the memorialists without throwing 
:dl Scotland into u flame, the Scotch Secretaries, after the lapse of more than a 
month, answered as follows:—" We are empowered hy the king to signify unto 
you tluit as soon as his majesty shall return to England he will take into COU- 
sddemtioii what you have represented unto him, and that in the meantime his 
majesty will give order to his envoy at the courts uf Llinehurg and his resident 
ai Hamburg not to make use of his majesty s name or authority for obstructing 
your cOfUJiaJiy in the prosecution of" your trade with the inhabitants of that 
city.' 

This answer, though little better than an evasion, promised more than was cniasnn 
actually performed; and new remonstrances by the company proved unavailing, ...ftbaaMtu. 
till the general dissatisfajetion which had begun to prevail, obliged the king to 3 113 5 ' 
to ply that the promise of Ills setreiaries had been f ulfill ed, and his residents 
abroad distinctly prohibited from further interference. Matters, however, ap¬ 
peared to ; «■ drawing to a citsLs, when the proceedings of the Scotch company 
freed the king from bis embarrassments and paved the way for their own ulti¬ 
mate extinction. They were expressly prohibited from attempting to settle mi 
nny territory belonging to a power in amity with Britain The sib' of the Isthmus 
of Darien, situated between the Atlantic and the Pacific, seemed so advan¬ 
tageous that all other considerations were lost sight of, and the first expedition 
fitted out by the company attempted to settle upon it. Sjsdn, which claimed, 
the territory, immediately remonstrated, and King William appears to have 
been only too glad to second their remrarstrance. The consequence was, that the 
Soots, instead of being permitted to estoblish a trade, found themselves suddenly 
engaged shigle-handed In a war with the Spanish monarchy For a time they 
fought the battle manfully, but disaster followed disaster. Of the 3000 men 
whom Scotland had sent out to the isthmus, only a a null remnant returned; 
and the company trading to Africa and the Indies, sifter exciting so many hopes 
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A-D-icsa. in the northern, and so many fears in the southern part of Great Britain, ceased 
to exist, 

Tfniacr:,-^ Thti dhcufieiona to which the establishment of the Scotch East India Coon 

w-Eniiui potir mul given rise, and the obloquy which the Louden India Company bud 
incurred by the nefarious proceedings of thoso who had usurped its manage 
nient, had made the English legislature fully alive to the inipoiiaiuM; of placing 
the trade to the East on a new and permanent basis. The shape which 
the measure might have taken, had parliament been left at, liberty to choose the 
wisest plan, would prhaps have differed mudi from that which was adopted ; but 
clrcnuwtances had occurred which rendered a new arrangement expedient, not 
only on it* account* but with a view to other purposes to which it might 
he made autservieqh Hie powerful coalition which Xing W illiam Imd formed to 
1 mat rate the ambitious designs of the King of France required an enormous 
expenditure, and the necessity of obtaining the necessary fimdft to meet it 
seemed for a time to outweigh all ether console ration* It had thus ln?come 
obvious that the question which hod long been keenly debuted between the 
existing India Company and the numerous party now leagued in opposition 
to them, would be determined not so much on its own merits us on mere 
}Hectiniary considerations. The government was m urgent want of money. 
U hat amount of contribution were the candidates for its favour prepared to 
tumLsh? On this low and unworthy ground the question of continuing the old, 
or of erecting a new company was now to be titled by act of pariiament The 
otter of the old Company was a loan of £700,000 at four per cent interest: 
their opponents offered £2*000,000, at tight per cent., and obtained the prefer- 
euoc. Considering tlie different rates of interest, the smaller loon was certainly 
the more advantageous to the public, hut the greater amount of present relief 
which the larger loan afforded, was eagerly grasped at and carried the day 
Ostensibly, however, the preference given to it was justified, not mere!* bv the 
amount of the loan, lmt by the terms on which it was offered The old Com¬ 
pany stipulated that the legislature should cumtiiui their charter, and continue 
them in pwsession of all their privileges as a joint stock. Their rivals repudiated 
the idea of a joint stock, and asked only to t>e incorporated, at least in the first 
instance, ils a regulated company, which would allow every member to trade in 
hm own name anrl on his own responsibility to the amount of his subscribed 
capital This arrangement lieing in accordance with the more liberal ideas 
which the Restoration had introduced was supposed to possess intrinsic merits, 
which, even if other consideration* liud been equal, would have entitled it to be 


preferred 

The resolution m favour of a new East India Company woa adopted by the 
"N** of Commons on 4th 5%, IG9S, and on the 26th a bill was brought in for 

the purpose of giving effect to it. It was strenuously opposed in all its stage*, 
the old Company Wing allowed to apijexr by counsel against it, but ultimately 
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passed both houses by considerable majorities and obtained the royal affiant 
The old Company* though powerfully supported, had lost favour with the 
public by the acts of bribery which had been proved against them; and even 
during the diseufflion uf the LIU whiijh doomed them to extinction, had -sustained 
new damage from the report of u parliamentary committed which had been 
appointed to examine their books; for in dm rejjort it was more than insinuated 
that by a kind 1 >f juggle the value of their stock law! been greatly exaggerated, 
and large dividends had beau paid, not out of profit, but out of capital gome 
of the statements in this rejw-rt throw so much light on the history of the Com¬ 
pany that 1 . 1 n»y deserve to be quoted The original stock of the Company, in 
1657, was £369,8111, 5s. The aggregate dividends on this st<xdc from October, 
1661. to April lj 1681, amounted ho 390} percent, or about 19,1 jm-r cent per 
annum. On 3d November, 1681, their funds were so lew that a call was mn.de 
on the adventurers fur the residue of their subscriptions ; and yet, on the 18th of 
January thereafter. iwcumBtences had so suddenly alt*-red that the call was 
revi iked, and instead of it, n dividend of 150 percent was declared Of this 
dividend, however, only 50 per cent was paid in money, while the remaining 
100 per cent, was retained, and held to be equivalent to a duplication of the 
original stock, which was according]}" henceforth stated at double its original 
amount On this doubled stock dividends Imd Ijccu regularly paid at the rate 

35 | ter cent These dividends were always made on the arrival of hips on 
general computations without the- help of the books, or a minute statement of 
the whole account; and hence, even at Hue time of making them, the Company 
were hampered by a large debt, which in 1680 exceeded £500.000, and in 1698 
amounted cm bond alone to £631,55 i, 1Os, exclusive of debts in India to 
an amount which could not be specified, hi 1 693, in fulfilment of the con¬ 
ditions of the charter granted them in that year, they opened a new suhscrip- 
tlon, and received under it £7+4,000. The only Legitimate purpose to which 
this mm could have been applied was that expressly specified in the charter, 
viz., to raise the stock of the Company to £1,500,000. The parliainentiiry 
committee!, after falling to obtain a distinct answer as to iho manner in which 
this sum had been dispose! of, consulted the Company's cash-book, and ascer¬ 
tained that a large portion of it hud been squandered in the system of bril-ery 
which lina already been exposed, tuid that of the remainder no leas than 
£335,565, &s r 4d, had been repaid on what ground is not explained) to the old 
adventurers. This report, given in at the very time when the Company were 
maintaining a desperate struggle for existence, must, have told fearfully against 
them. 

The net which founded the new East India Company ranks as 9 Wm I II. 
c. ft and is entitled, An act for raising u sum not exceeding £3,000,000, upon 
a fund for payment of annuities, after the rate of £S per centum per annum, and 
for (Settling the trade to the East Indies 11 It is of great length, and is entirely 
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a,d. i®s. occupied in Its first part irith regulating the &dt and ataiop duties, from which 
Ida majesty was to derive the annual sum of £160,000, necessary to pay- the in¬ 
terest or annuities exigible at the rate of eight per cent on the {$,000,000 ban. 
In regard to the loan ibelli the leading provisions are, that “it shrill and may 
Ik; lawful to and far Ills majesty, by commission under the great seal of England, 
Al ' ! JtV '' to take and receive all such voluntary Emotions jls shall he made mi or Vfnrc 
iii ■* urn the 29 tli day of September, 1698, by or for any person or persons, natives or 
foreigners, bodies politick or corporate (the governor and company of the Bank 
of England only excepted), of any sum of money whatsoever, not less thin £100, 
for and towards the raising and paying into the said receipt of the exchequer 
the said smn of £2,QQ0,[M>U." The whole Sura whs subject to redemption ; but 
during' the non-redemption Lis majesty might, by letters-intent, incorporate the 
subscribers under the name of the General Society entitled to the advantage* 
given by this act of parliament. Of the General Society thus incor^mted, the 
.sum total tT subscriptions was to form the prindjtfd stock, and every sub*' riber 
to the amount of £500 and upward was entitled to have one vote, and not more 
than one, in the election of twenty-four trustees, each of them qualified by the 
possession of not less than £2000 of the society's stock in Ins own rf dtt Tht- 
sul.iscrtbers, their executors successors or assigns* and the persons licensed by 
them, were to have the privilege of trading to the East Indies, each to the extent 
of Lis stock; or if, instead of thus acting individually, the whole or any number 
of them, or even corporations should prefer to manage their slune of the trade 
as n company or joint stock, they might be incorporated for this special purpose. 
In order “Or maintain such ambassador' or other inliiinb-rs" as the crown, at t Lie 
nomination of the trustees* directors, or managers of the General Society, or of a 
jomUstobfc company established as aforesaid, should - l ie pleased to send to any 
emperor, prince, or state within the specified limits, and to * defray any other 
, estrnordmary or necessary expense in earning on the said trade," a duty of five 
per cent was to be levied on all India goods imported, but should !iny surplus 
remain after these purposes were served, it was not to belong to the state, hut 
to be distributed among the shareholders. The rig]it of tending to (he Ea«fc 
Indies was in future to belong exclusively to the General Society-, subject hi 
ever to two moat important provisoes:—finst* that on three yearn notice after 
1711, and the repayment of the £2,000,000, all the rights granted by the act 
wire to cease; and, Second, that the old Company might still continue to trade 
as iHiforc, till th e 29th of September, 1701. This was meant to be an equivalent 
tTSST for ^ tt,ree notice to which they were entitled under their diarter, and 

o«u Ll ^ r - J *-t fell for short of it, as the true meaning of the charter undoubtedly was, that 
white the three years were r unning they were to enjoy the whole trade, instead 
of being subjected, as they now were, to a formidable competition The eqiii- 
v:dcnt. however, imperfect as it was* was not given without a grudge, and Lad 
something like a stigma attacked to it by a clause in the act, which express! v 
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stipulated that tile present East Indin Company should belwumd to pay ml] their 
just ilthU; and should they niuke dividends after &e S4th of June, lfii)S r and 
before their debts were discharged, not only would the estate of the Company 
continue liable, but the individual members receiving; such dividends would still 
be held bound in proportion of their shores, anti, moreover, be subjected to the 
penalty of double costs, The stipulation thus inserted strikingly indicates the 
general suspkina which now attached to the proceedings of the London Comjtany, 
Indeed the language el the legislature evidently implies a doubt, not merely mF 
their ability, but of their willingness to pay. There could not be any good 
ground for such a doubt; and yet it is impossible to deny that during the hist 
years of their exclusive monopoly they had done too much to justify it 

The mender* of the General Society, though they had originally offered their 
subscriptions on condition of being established as a regi.il meet, were soon fuund 
to be almost unanimous in favour of a joint-stock company; and accordingly, on 
the 5th of September, 1698, the crown in accordance with the authority given 
in the act of parliament, granted a charter, incorporating the vast majority of 
their number as a company or joint stock, under the name of the English Com¬ 
pany trading to the East Indies, The leading provisions of the deed arc almost 
idetitieal with three embodied In the charters of the old Company, and it is 
therefore unnecessary here to do more than refer to a few of the special clauses 
J rij jUL r lj tlie amount of their subscriptions to the £2,000,000 loan formed their 
proper capital, they were to have an indefinite power of augmenting their stock 
—one-tenth "f their exports was to consist of British produce and manufactures; 
every shareholder to the amount of £500 was to have a vote, and none, however 
targe his share, was to have more than one; all sales were to be l«y public auc¬ 
tion by inch of candle ; and no lot. except consisting of jewels, was to he of l.he 
value of more than £1000 , the tniLuageiuent was to be intrusted, sls formerly, to 
twenly-foui individuals; who were to form what was culled, not as before, the 
court of committees, but the “court uf directors ;" four general courts were to 
l«& held annually. Abroad, the same powers of judicature os had been conferred 
by previous charters were to In? exercised, nnd dome provision was made both 
for general and religious instruction, by the maintenance of a chaplain in every 
ship uf 500 tons, and of schoolmasters and ministers in all the principal Victories, 
With regard to ministers, in particular. it was provided that they should be 
obliged to learn the Portuguese, and “apply themselves to learn the native lan¬ 
guage of the country w here they sliali reside, the better to enable them to instruct 
tile Gentoo* that shall be Sennmta or slaves of the same Company, or of their 
agents, in the Protestant religion-" 

The urrangementg fur the establishment of a new East India Company dis¬ 
play little wisdom anil foresight The loan to government constituted i he only 
capital: but this was already absorbed, and the only fund on which the Company 
could rely for carrying on their trade. w:lh the annual sum of £160.000, payable 
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to them os interest This was wholly inadequate; and hence, at the very outset, 
their pecuniary resources began to FaiiL Their eulKHcription list hud been rapidly 
filled up, bat ns the instalments fell due, the defaulters became numerous, and 
the stock, which had at first brought a premium, wi th difficulty found purchaser 
at a considerable discount While th. mu Ci-rnpuuy was thus hampered, the 
old Cumpaav still kept the field with its resources unimpaired, and all the advan¬ 
tages arising from pre-occupation. Tin 1 remit of a competition carried on under 
such circumstancea could scarcely be doubtful; and it Is therefore easy to under¬ 
stand how the old Company, in addressing their agents abroad on the recent 
changes, instead of using desponding terms, speak almost with exultation of die 
approaching contest, expressing themselves as follows:— 

"Two East lnrlia Companies in England could no more siibskt, without 
destroying one y* other, than two kings at the same time regnant in the same 
kingdom. Now, a civil battle was to be fought between {he old and new com¬ 
pany; two or three yearn must end this war, m the old or the new must give 
way. Being veterans, if their servants abroad would do their duty, they did not 
doubt Of the victory ; if the world laughed at the pains the two t-umpiufc# took 
to ruin each other, they could not help it, as they were on good ground, and had 
a chatter/’ 

The confidence thus expressed, was founded, not merely on the superior advan¬ 
tages which they possessed in a trade which had long been established, and for 
the protection of which various fortified stations had been provided, but on tin- 
important interest which they hud secured in the stock of the General Society. 
The net of parliament left it open for them, as for any other corporation, l- 
become subscriber* to the £2.000,000 loan, and no less than £315,000 stood In 
the subscription list, in the name of Mr. Dubois, for their behoof The tonse 
quencc was, that Instead of being extinguished when the three years of grace 
allowed them should expire, they would still be entitled to trade annually to 
India to the amount of the above subscription. There was, however, one great 
difficulty. As the law stood, their existence as a corporation and joint-sbxk 
company would terminate in 1701, and they would thereafter be obliged to trade, 
not as an united body, but as individuals, each In proportion to the amount which 
he had subscribed to the loan. The first object, therefore, now, was to provide 
against tliis emergency by endeavouring to secure a prolongation of their cor¬ 
porate character. In this they were completely successful, for in the beginning 
of 3700 a private act of parliament was passed, “ for continuing the governor 
and Company of the mercimnte of London trading into the East, indies a corpo¬ 
ration. Tliis act, after referring Lo the privileges conferred on the subscribers 
te the £2,000,000 loan, and stating that - John Dubois, of London, merchant, 
hath, by the direction, and in trust for the governor and Company of merchant* 
trading into the East Indies, subscribed ami paid the sum of £315,000, a* part 
of the Kiid raiui of £2,000,000, in order to entitle the said governor uud Company 
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to die rteveral benefits of the stud act, proceeds to declare that they shall "ocn- vc. ito*. 
drrae at id be one body, corporate ;m>! politick, by the name aforesaid. sulyvet. 
nerarthde^s, to Ijv ilotenniaed ujwm redejoptton of tlie fond The re&aons given 
v»r the enactment are, that the London Company, though entitled to the benefits 
eonfem^L on the Hubscriljers to the loan, would, notwithidmiduig, he deprived of 
(hi'in ‘should they cense t>» be n cremation f imd "for that several hundred 
| eisons lire interested in the said subecri prion of £31 d.000, they cannot manage 
the name, and the benefit of trade oemiing thereby, but in a corporation/ 1 

Thus, by solemn acts of the legislature, two independent East India Coin- 
paiiies wore estabiiahed, without any pro vision whatever to prevent the evils &l-e ims. 
which would necessarily arise from theh rivabhip and collision. The gvogmr M| ' ' 
phienJ limits of the trade wc®e sufficiently ample for l>otli, rind each might have 
hern assigned u distinct field, within which it would have found ample scope for 
all its capital utid enterprise. Instead of this they were placed at once in hostile 
army, and commenced a system of warfare which, while it exposed them to the 
deritfiun alld extortion of the native rulers, COTlhl only terminate in their common 
ruin, So early was this perceived, that the new or English Lorajumy, afraid to 
lluv the difficulties which, from the very first, began to gather an Hmd them, 
nude overtures for a uni oil The London (Join puny were not disposed to listen 
Tb'-y had been forced into a struggle which they were most anxious to prevent ; 

1-i.it, now that it hud commenced. felt wj confident of victory, that when their 
agents abroad expressed their alarm, they spoke slightingly of the danger, and 
described ii **ts a blustering; storm, which was so far from tearing them up. that 
iL only a little shook the roots, and made them thereby take the better hold, 
mill grow the firmer, and flourish the faster." The language thus employed was 
more vainglorious than sincere; and when f be violent feelings which at the com- 
nienceiutLit of the struggle kept the companies aloof had Wit gradually mode¬ 
rated, o general desire for union began to l»e entertained. The king himself 
prebnhly convinced that the Legislature itself was to b lam e for much of the con¬ 
fusion which had arisen, openly dedans] in favour of a union, and ill particular 
wben. agreeably tu a practice then usual Eit passing u private net. a deputation 
i>f the London Company, consisting of the governor and committees, mid nlwiut 
EO<i proprietors, accompanied by the lord-mayor, sheriffs, and ten nf the aider- 
men nf London, obtained an audience of his majesty at Remington on the 8th 
nf Alnreli, 1700, to request tliat he would give the royal assent to the hilt far 
cum i uiiing them a corporation. lie tx»k the opportunity, while assuring them 
■T 1 1 is favour and protection, to recommend the union of the two c.ouprinies 
ii > thedr serious consideration,, on the ground “ that it would lie most for the 
interest or the India bade. 

Though the union of the companies v® not effected during the reign nf 

. . wlilali tin 

KLing William. lux reemniik'iidatLon had a powerful iTillucticc m paving the way ,c-Hig«f,i» 
foil At lirst, indeed. the Luiulon tVnnpnny, instead ■ f meeting its rival on 
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a footing of equality* eiulo&vouitod to gel rid of it altogether by making an uHi.-r 
to parlranient to advance, at a reduced Ehtfit.it, as much money as would imJlite 
to pay the whole of the £2,000,000 loan This offer could not have been accepted 
without a gross breach of faith with the subscribers to that loan, ami was tlier^ 
fore justly rejected. It won now felt that the union could Only he effected on 
equitable terms: and as the necessity for it become daily more and mure apparent, 
the deputies of the two companies. abandoning all attempts to overreach e;teh 
other, began in good earnest to arrange an umalgamaiioLL The result was 
embodied in a deed dated the 3d of July, 1703, and entitled Indenture Tri- 
[►aElite between her majesty Queen Anne and the two ICast India Companies, 
for uniting the said Companies,’ The leading object of tliis deed was to placet 
the companies in the very same position, by dividing the whole mm advanced 
to government into two equal portions. ami assigning one faction to each At 
the time of its. execution, the STib^ription to the £3,000,000 I ••an stood as 
follows :■— 

English fompany’i Bubwrii^tion, , £iv6G2,QOO 

London Coin] Aliy's subscription, . 315,060 

traders 1 subscript] on, , S3, TOO 

^OOOjOOO 

Leaving out f view the separate traders, who were so called because they 
preferred, to trade, to the amount of their subscription, cm their own individual 
responsibility, and not on a joint stock, the whole stun subscribed by the two 
eumpanies way £1.977.CHK) The share allotted to each company, under the 
new arrangement^ was the half of this sum, or £938,500; but its the London 
Company had subscribed orJy £315,000, it was necessary for them to make up 
tin difference by purcl lasing stock at par from the English Company, to the 
amount of £673,500. This arranged, the next object was to tix the value of 
what was called the dmd stock of the companies, or that portion of stock which, 
consisting of forte, factories, buildings, <£llv, could not be turned into money, but. 
behoved to be reserved in common tor the purpose of carrying on the trade. The 
whole of this dead stock was valued at £400,000, of which £330,000 belonged 
to the London, and only £70,000 to the English (Joinpuny. It was therefore 
necessary, in order to maintain equality, that the latter Company should make 
up the difference by paying to the former £130,000, During seven years, the 
companies were to maintain their separate existence, but the trade w*s to ho 
carried nn as an milted trade, for the common benefit of both, and under the 
direction «f twenty-four manager^ twelve "f them chosen by each company. 
At the end of the seven years the London was to be entirely merged in the Eng¬ 
lish C'unpmy, which should, ‘from thenceforth, for ever, continue the same 
corporation and body politick, with change of ite name, and be from thenceforth 
called by the name of ‘The United Company of Merchants qT England trading 

to the Bust Indies ' 
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Of tile s:ime date iu» the indenture tripartite, another was executed under .m ,;:... 
the name of +L (Juinrfiie-jmrtite Indenture of Conveyance of the Dead Stock of 
tin 1 two E8et India Companies' The inventory which it gives of this stuck is F'" il >" J 
of name interest, in m fir fit least ns rela&s to the original Company, as it not ^mti* 
only furnishes the names, hot also indicates the extent of the acquisitions which V- ■ 
it had made ill the East during the 100 years of its existence The various u,tu " 
places and subjects conveyed, in term* of the above agreement, nt the valuation 
of £330,000, are enumerated ua follow's;—"The ports and ialnm la of Bouibav and 
St Helena, with all tlieir rights, profits, territories, find appurtenances what¬ 
soever Under the pre- 
sidenoy of the aforesaid 
island Bombay, the fee- 
tori as of Surat, Swallv, 
and Broach, and the 
factories of Amadavad. 

Agra, and Lucknow (in 
which three last places 
the Company liave only 
lu ulscs and buildinga 
and some other conve¬ 
niences remaining, but 
they have at present no 
factors tijat reside there), On the const of Malabar, the forts of Garwar, 

J cJlicherry. and Anjengo, and the factory of Calicut In Persia > the fectories of i. r.^ 
i iombroon, Shiraz, and Ispahan, and the yearly rent, pension, or sum of 10(H) 
t-itjiaiid*, amounting fcothe yearly sum of £3333, §& s.f English money, gratified 
by the Sophy of Persia to the Said governor and Company. On the coast of 
* 'horomandei, Chinghee and Orix a, Port St. George, with the castle and fortifica¬ 
tions, and territory thereto belonging, upon which n large city i>s built, conaisttng 

of--houses, which are held of and pay rent to the said governor and < bmpany, 

together with the said city ami its dependencies; and also nil that fort called 
Fort St David (being a strong fort and factory), and about three miles compass 
of tlie dreunijneent country, uj>on which several small towns or villager are 
erected; the factories of Cud In lore, Porto-Novo, Fettipolee, Melchltpataui 
Ma»ulipatam), and Madapollam, and the fort and factory of Vtaagapatani On 
the island of Sumatra, the settlement of York Fort at Bencoolen* uud the fac¬ 
tory there, with a territory of about five miles thereto belonging; and the factory 
at lndm|Hjre; nl» l the factories of JVyuning anil Sidebar, and some other 
out'paywrs or factories depending on the factory of Ben coo let l In Cochin - 
China, the factory of Tooquin, in the kingdom - f Bengal; the Fort WilHun 
and the factory of ChuttormUee, with a large territory thereto belonging; the 
factories of Bslasorc. Comimbumr; Dacca, Hooghly. MouEda, Hujalmuiul, and 
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Patna. Also fibs right anil title of the said governor and Coinjwiny to Bantam, 
■■r any other settlements in the South Seas; and nil rents, ct^toni^ and other 
prntite. find ad privileges, graunts, and ph in ileus ads in Indue'' 

It must In; admitted that the subjects above enumerated were very m<xle- 
irately valued, and had not only ecat more, "but would have l*w*n rated far 
higher for an absolute sale. The object however, being to effect an amicable 
amalgamation, the Loudon Company lost little by ojnsenting to libe^d teitus, 
though the effect caiainly was to give an unfavourable view of the stafo nf their 
rdSairs, and countenance the allegation that :it the period when the arrangement 
was made, mjtwith&tanding the large dividends regularly declared, they were 
barely solvent. This would almost seem to have been their own impression, 
for though they had at first professed aversion to the union, they at bud 
became so urgent for it as once mare to ask in the aid of the now notorious 
Sir Bitsil Firebrace. and purchase it by die promise of an enormous reward 
M a compensation for his services, if they proved successful £150,000 of the 
Company stock wits to be transferred to him at £80. Assuming the stock 
to l>e at par, be was to make a gain of twenty per cent., or in other reward* 
receive si douceur of £30,000. 'Hie arrangement wa> not more extravagant 
than impolitic, because it led many of the English Company to imagine that 
they liad been outwitted in the bargain, and thus disposed them instead of 



tntenng into if cordisdly, to throw ..bsttides in the way of its completion. 
This want of cordiality was especially manifested abirad when- the servants 
of both companies disregarding the instructions which they received from 
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made binding on both companies by 
incut. 


home, seemed determined to carry un 
n kind of internedue warfare. Year 
after year tines pa—ed away, ami the 
process of winding up the Separate 
concerns of tin oouipsi Liie^, prepare- 
tory to the final amalgamation, inside 
little progress. The necessity of tak¬ 
ing some more decisive step for this 
purpose having become apparent, it 
was nt last resolved L- have recourse 
tn jt referee. Tills important nftin? wjis 
undertaken by no less a personage 
than Sidney. Ear] of Goddphin. the 
lord high-treasurer of Great Britain; 
niul in order that full effect might he 
given to his award* it was previously 
a special d si use in a n act of pari in- 


Tiiisnct of parliament Gtb Anne, chap. 17:, exacted a new loan of £1 200, UU0 
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■]'"in the United t ojupimy, thus making the ^he]i< amount of the advance to aj. itu- 
government £#,2(Hb(MiO r No interest was allowed on the fatter loan: but as the 
tormer find borne interest, at eight [per cent, the effect waa to accumulate bath c*i*t*t t 
loans mte one, bearing a common interest of five per cent. In return for the loan o^pm^ 
thus exacted, certain new advantages ware con fared Thu portion of the original 
loan- w'Meh belonged to the separate traders of die General Society, hod 
been reduced to £7200, and it was now made optional to die United Company, 

0,1 giving tbiw years' notice of their intention after 29th September, 1711, to 
pay off Lids man and incorporate it with their own stock, so as to put them m 
exclusive posRwsmn ol lIic whole East India trsaie, and leave them without even 
the shadow of a competitor It was aJso enacted that the erifitence of the 
Company, instead of beitig terminable by three years' notice after 1711, on 
repayment of the loan, should be prolonged under the same conditions till 1726; 
mid power was given them to borrow £1,5011,000, which they might either 
allow to remain m n bonded debt, or repay by means of culls on their share¬ 
holders, In this way the amount of capital, which would otherwise have 
ll * absorbed by the additional loan, was more thin replaced Lord Go- 
d-'lphiii’s award was pronounced on the 559tb September, 170S; nnd the 
arrangements consequent upon it being immediately completed, the amalga¬ 
mation wrw finally eilected. One Coiiijuuiy inly, bearing the name of ” The 
r "uited Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies/ 1 now nmw of 
existed j and preparations wen forthwith mode for currying on the East . "1 - 'um 
India trade on a larger stale than it had previously attained. The circum- 
stances were propitious: the charter uf the English Company on which the 
nade was in future to lw conducted could no longer be called in question, as 
it had obtained the direct ametion of the legislature-—the internal dissensions 
atnl animosities which at one time threatened U> I-ring ruin on both companies 
|j, f 4«l 1 wn suppressed—and the native governments, in consequence of the 
lK>litictal changes which Mowed the death of Aurongnbe, bad Imkoido less 
able to practise extortion and oppression. 



(i*sanm! w rm Qtu. 






BOOK III. 


a n in**. 


"i'll -iI 
wtdi tta» 


.1"(| 9 lull'll nil 
Uf ll.r 
■C™hp*irJ 

in 


FROM THE UNION OF THE 0031 FAMES TO THE ACQUISITION OF 
BfiXOAI* EEHAR, AND ORISSA 


CHAPTER I 


AatEtti pwieicm of it* Unitftl Company—Foluiail bUlLc of Imiis—The timnwliiat 

AdnttigZ’-bo —TLit Miluamu ud other native = Law*—Thu invaaLon of Kaalj> KLlsJj. 



d1 


lJIILE parliament was discussing the best mode of estab¬ 
lishing the trade to the East, the trade itself bad bean 
sJmrtft suspended, jmrtieuiiirly »m the west const of 
Inrlia. by an emWgo which Aurungzetitr bad laid on 
ah European ships in the harbour of Surat Ynrious 
act* of piracy hud been committed, and the Mogul 


w- j-jw instead of endeavouring to discover the guilty partiea, took the 

more compandintis method of throwing the n-s^yiLsiljilitv on tlic 
Ap different European nationit on whom be hod conferred privileges of 
tf ide An imperial nuindute accordingly was issued, otdiging the English, 
Dntcb, and Fn.udi not only to pay the damage which had been sustained. 


but to give security for the payment of any similar damage which might 
he sustained m future Remonstrant against this despotic proceeding proved 
unavailing: and the different com panie s saw themselves reduced to the neces- 
dty of living their We by submitting to injustice. Under an arrangement 
which bound them to dear the seas of pirate the Dutch engaged IV that 
purpose to cruise hi the Red Sea, the French in the Persian*^ ul£ and the 
English along the Indian coast. The hardship thus inflicted entailed ji serious 
the London Company, at a time when the threatening aspect 0 f their 
nffiiirs at home made rettenchmentand rigid economy mow than ever desirable 
It *ays much for their spirit and foresight, that in these untoward circum¬ 
stances they even ventured on a heavy outlay, in order to make a valuable 


aih-piLrition in /mother j^rt of India 

Urn acquisition is described in the inventory above quoted n* the Fort 
Wiibatn and the fhctitfy «.f Clwttaiiuttac, with a lairgo territory tlicretn bekmg- 
Tl,e ®w*«y of Cbuttanutiee had. it will he rtmiembW, been established 
mme years Wore, when, after the humiliating result of the w rashly ex 
into with tlie Mogul, an insulting permisaidm wu* given to re anno die trade- 
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hut the territory now acquired Included the three eurirr towns, or nither 
villages of t huttimuttee, Govindpore, and Ctd cotta—thus giving the Company 
a ferrite rial footing In Bengal similar to iimt previuuidy potetitecd at Madras 
and Bombay, Bengal was in consequence again raised to the rank of an hide- 
pendent presidency, and Fort William, newly erected, and so called in honour 
of tile reigning English monarch, became its capital. 

The United Company lind thins at the very outset three distinct presidencies, 
each governed by its own president and council, and entitled to act indepen¬ 
dently of the others, Madras was the oldest* Bombay tilt strongest, and Bengal 
txmmiereirdly die most bn portent, but no one possessed any recognized supe¬ 
riority; and die only controlling power which could give them unity of purpose 
action centred in the court of directors, who met in LcndenhnLI Street 
Th is court, as constituted by the new charter, laboured under several very 
obvious defects. Its members* twenty-four in number, were elected by the 
general court of proprietors* composed of all who possessed at least £5011 of stock. 
This amount, gave one vote; but, contrary to die provisions uf earlier charters* 
tditinnd amount of stock. however large, gave more votes than one. The 
proprietor of y.jotl and of £30.0(10 were placed on the very .same footing, and, 
constitationaUy at least, exercised the same degree of influence ia tire general 
Eii::rj;iy.‘Uf ut The object of rhN proviakm a pparentl y was to counteract the 
tendency to monopoly, and prevent the recurrence of tin- abuse which t llli 3 taken 
jilici 1 atari earlier period, when a few overgrown proprietors, with Sir Josudi 
Child at their head, usurped u selfish and injurious ascendency. If this waa the 
object tins means employed, were nut well calculated bo accomplish it. Common 
fu.iniL'ss required dint some pn^artlOO should have been established between 
the power of voting and the interest sit stake; and it is therefore no; surprlamg 
that the larger proprietors b.w>k the remedy into their own hands, and luul 
recourse to the obvious but not very creditable expedient of nuuiufiictming 
votes by sp litting tip t En/ir stock into £5tHJi shares, and conveying them to 
.■'■silbkiiLtd parties. who were bound tu vote at their *littsitinii. While no 
precaution was taken against, this practice* the evils produced by it were jmr- 
mitted to assume their most aggravated form. The directors held office only 
for n single year; and hence, as each ainuml election came round, it was not 
iinjioaHilJt- that the whole body t»r managers, and consequently die whole system 
of miuingemeut* WntdJ be changed- The electioneering curried on Under such 
dreumstonces waw not only unseemly but corrupt and the directors often owed 
their seats far leak to liieir qualifications tium to die mjpembtiiidaiiet 1 of their 
premises In proportion as the Company extended their operations* extensive 
nud vahmUe rights of patronage were acquired; ami die appointments which 
might he obtained in return for votes, induced many to pundinye stock who 
aired little for the tbvidendy which might be realized from it, The true 
interest of die Company wns te such voters a matter of secondary monnnit; 
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A t? ini- and tiieirrafluence was mrcurdingly often employed nut in promoting but in 
thwarting it A court of director* ejected on erroneous principles, ;tnd con¬ 
sisting of members who bud no certainty of refilling office beyond a wiiigle 
year could scarcely be expected to conduct the affairs of the Company on am 
legitbr imd permanent system This serious defect wa* aggravated by the 
constitution of the court itself Under the old charters provision was made fur 
the appointment of u governor and deputy-governor, who. by occupying the 
ekdr for a definite period, were able bo arrange the busmen and give some 
degree of ttnifexrmity to the proeeeihugs; but m the new charter this provision 
Imd been lost sight of, and lor several years, whenever the directors met, the 
occupation of the chair wivs determined by a new election made on the spur of 
The moment, The obvious inconveidenees of this arrangement were ultimately 
obviated by a by-law. which re-established the original practice The other 
defetAs however, remained; and more than half a century elapsed before any 
wriotts attempt was made to remedy them 

52JS3 ^ hi9t0l >' of the United Cippftny during the firat ymn s of its existence 

- *. i ^ fiirnis]les 5-w i n ,ddanta tfeserriiig . ?f spe- i ul noth^ The rivals w I to 1 m. 1 q u - 
tioned the legality of former charters with the view of securing a shore in the 
Emit India trade, fleeing themself excluded by express net* of the legislature, 
bud been obliged to quit the field; and encroachments on the axclusiw 
monopoly which hail kn secured, being now deemed hopeless, were no longer 
attempted All the commercial trat™tbus of the Conipmy were henceforth 
curried on according to n regular routine; and the record of t lie to would only 
present a dry detail of exports and imports, varying in amount from year to 
year, yet exhibiting on the whole a permanent and important increase. Tine 
pEv.fit also increased, though not always in the same proportion, the amount of 
dividend often fluetuaf% with the mto of affirirs at home and abroad lo 
170S. when the complete union of the compamfeg effected, the dividend was 
nt tb: ’ mt < <>f oidy five per Lent, in 170!) it was eight per cent, in 1710 and 
1711 nine [*?■ cent, and thereafter annually till 172a ten per cent A 
decline then took place, and the rate settled down at eight per ctmh In 
1 T 12 the exclusive privileges of t 2 „, ■ -mpany. previously terminal.IIn 17 'H 
wore prolonged bv 10 Anne, e S3, to 1733. By a subsequent prolongation, thin, 
yearn were added to this period; and finally, by 17 Gen H. e 17 , the exclusive 
tia-ie waa secured till the expiration of three years’ notice offer 17SIK 

While the Cornfjony were thus secured at home against any attempts which 
might have been made to deprive them of their piivSkg^ dangers threatened 
them from various other quartern Of tlw, the first in order, if not the nttofc 
alarming, was the state of anarchy with which the whole eomitiy seemed about 
*° overwhelmed, in coiwequeiSCC of the dismemberment of the Mogul empire 
Alb-r Ann,death in 1707 a kind of will was found under his pillow 
He Imd foreseen the contest which would be waged for his fltuceauon, mid enden- 
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vonred b> prevent it by apportioning his dominions among Im three sons To ad jt.-» 
.Hbiazsam, the eldest, he destined the northern and eastern provinces* with the 
title of emperor; and to Azina, the second son, all the province? to the south anti 
utli-west, Including the Deccan, with the exception of the conquered kingdoms 
nf Bejnpni«r nmi Golconda, These he left to his third son, Oambaksli. This 
iH-n|K>sfd ] liirr It.ei iel u Id id i „v n.dd have i-een injudicious under any circumstances, 
threw away the only chance which remained of once more consol! dating the 
Mogul power The Mithr&fctati had shaken it to its very centre—the lending 
Rfy pouts had made tliemndves almost independent—and many other tributaries 
were watching the opportunity to imitate their example, The confusion via-, 
however, destined to lie even worse than Aumcgzebes will would have made It 
The bothers, without laying any rcganl to that d^unotent, no sooner heard of 
lib death than they flew to arms. Azim, who was nearest to the capital, took 
advantage of fib position, and was immediately prodaiUMed sovereign of nil India, 
Cambaksh, instead of questioning his title, formally acknowledged it, and was y.i't " 
confirmed in possesion of the kingdoms winch lib father had allotted him 
Moazzim, though the true heir, was not indisposed to a compromise, and offered 
h on favourable terms; hut A aim. strong in actual posefisioii. refused to listen 
to any decision but that of the sword Muniz lt u accordingly advanced from 
Called, where he hail been residing ils governor, while two of his sons—the 
eldest from Moulton, and the second from Bengal—hastened to join him. In 
the battle which ensued Moazxim gained a complete victory, Aft i m , with his 
two grown-up sons, were slain in the field, and lib only other son, an infant 
was taken prisoner It might have been supposed that the struggle for the suc¬ 
cession was now at an end; but Caiubakstn who had submitted so readily to lib 
second, ruse in reUdlinn against Ins eldest brother. Mcwizzim, therefore, had 
no sooner mounted the throne in June, l"fl? under the title of Bahadur Shah, 
than he found It necessary to march into the Deccan at the head of an annv 
His good fortune again attended him, and in a battle fought near Hyderabad. 
lu February, 17 OS, Camboksh was not only defeated, hut foil mortally wounded 

On quitting the Deccan, Bahadur Shah conferred the vioeroynlty on Zul- i-in*. 

fikar Khan, who had earned it by an opportune desertion of Azlui, previous to 
the battle which decided his fate, Z rAfikar immediately endeavoured to effect 
an accommodation with the Mahrafctas. The circumsbuices were favourable 
Soho, the legitimate rajah, after a long captivity, had been set at liberty by 
Azim. mid had immediately laid claim to the Mahrattn sovereignty, He was 
resisted bv Tam Rid, the widow of his uncle. Rajah Bam, who claimed it for her 
infant soil Both claimants were strongly supported; and Zultikur, taking 
advantage of the disunion thus produced, had made considerable progress in 
a negotiation with Sabo, lie was obliged, however, liefore concluding it. to 
repair u* Delhi; but his deputy, Duoud Klmn Panni, following out his views, 
procured exemption from Mfiluatta forays, by agreeing U> levy the chouL bv 
Vot. I, %% 
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hk owa -Hiorak and pay Sabo tbe proceed* Tbk wns at the fetet u very 
limiHlLitiny nrmi.^i,i,ni. Imt the fortunes of the Mogul W trendy *» 

frir declined that any terms wet* dwmttf prdteible to the hoard of a ' Vv 
(druggie 

[n from the Deccan, Bahadur Shith was encountered by a new 

ecmledenuy of Rajpoots heeded by the Ran* of o, fev] ,*,r and the Rajahs ,■( 

Jyypo&r miii M&ru'ar. B*-- 
fiite he could rnLsh it, n nm- 
nliuTo broke out winch eh 
fi^l him. to comply with 
tlufeir demAnds, and in Gict 
nmkv then! independent In 
everything hut the name. 
TliO fib mi proceeded from the 
Punjab. where the SikJn-; 
origmnlly tin imigtiificftut 
reunions aeet, had risen rapid’ 
ly into importance, mid wore 
now avenging themed ves on 
their illis.su1 1 iimi pereecutafci 
hy fearful devaatetiniui, and 
wlmtesnlB tn&sg&crav Hie 
iiuiurrection wjjii detun'd for¬ 
midable enough hi demand 
Jtiji..:- -Fun* ii.tnc.itf. i- 1 ikIh soit jtt, l» linubint; rod Mie (rmperor’s personal pre- 

Th»I> I i j| PN-ll *4 h t i+flf 

stntx-, and Was only inutiidly 

snppra-sed when he '.lien I suddenly at ... in February, 17T1 1 

As usual, till- succession was disputed by his four *«hl. Arim-u-Shan, the 
—■■Hiil Min. was the favourite kith with the nobility urn I the army; .mil, In a 
r.jli.l mare), ftwu his governmtfit of Bengal, where lie had for several years been 
pnHddrag himself with the sinews of war. gamed so much upon hi* competitors 
11,111 m&Unce seemed all but hopeless. The other three brothers, seeing that 
iLur only chance of success was to unite against him as a common enemy, 
t heir forces, and. tinder the aide guidance ol'Zidlikar K1i.n forced him 
to action under circumstance. diaadvantageoiu, that after « short atnigglc 

I." I"st both the battle and Ins life. The questina of precede . uinong Ole 

remaining hrothere still remained to lor determined; but Zulfikar tfh.n jetted 
i. i y a very summary proeast Moia-u-din, who, as the elded, had the best legal 
title, .seemed e.sdud.d by incapacity ; hut to Zulliknr this ™ hi. Mrong-t 
raxm" Lion, in tin n. He lied .letenuiimd to use him as a tool, and rhen-ti.re 
topoutang his cam*, fotmd little difficulty in seating him on the titrate, under 
** W* 1,1 MmnA " ** «ln«* « a matter of !■■ came 
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vizier, unit wielded all the power of the state, while the pageant emperor gave \,t> km 
kuma-lf tip tii ftiOy aiiii liceratiomsiies*, 

thie iif the first acts of dir hew reign Imd been to sdsae and murder nil wfau h r= *f 
illicit have lieoorae rind claimants to the throne. Some of them, however, not 
withstanding th«- ramoLwJc-*sTUips with which thi- lxirbaroii'i judky wiih rairied 
nut had escaped Among them was Fuiokfhtr, son of the second brother, 
Aanjoj'Slum. who, when tw sd mu f 4 i i-. .intend for the succegsdoti, had left him 
to govern Bengal as hK deputy. The incapacity of Jehaurlur Blmh, and tln- 
airogance and tyranny of X ulfik nr Khan. having produced general discontent 
Faroksliir saw his upputmiity, and resolved to uhpn>ve il SttpjxrUM by tw- 
lii'ihthris. A In loll ah Kluih nnd Huhcii All. who, as Seyeds, or descendants of the 
Prophet, were held m reverence by the Mahometans. while their possession of 
the reajiective governments of Allahabad and Beluur placed a jxnverful fn&v m 
their vuiiuimiid he raised the standard of revolt and advanced to tlic vicinity 
nf Agrn There Jehamlar and Zuiftkar i.neountete I him at the head of 70,000 
ineii. The IutLite was so fiercely contested that the issue was hmg d-iuhtful 
Ultimately the imperial troops, who had little ginwhwill to the cause for which 
they were fightings gave way and Jehumlar, fleeing in iljsgni^ to Delhi, left 
ZulfikiLT to follow with the remaining troops as he best could Faroksbir wns 
clu.’te upon hLs heels. and learned with delight, that instead of lieing obliged to 
wait the tedioiB process of a siege,, the capital w.is already in bis piwvr Zul- 
fikar met him us he approached and delivered Jetundar a prisoner into his 
Kaadfl. Tljis new act of perfidy did not save him. and both ho and lits master 
were immediately put to death 

Fnroksbir having thus mounted the Mogul throne on 4th February 17111. a-^n * 
nat it rally inferred the highest offices of the state on the two SeycLi Aldal 
lah. tin elder, was made vizier; and Hosen All, who hud almost miraculuiLsIy 
rt-isiVL-j'H-i] after living h.Tt for dead on the lit Id. became Ameer-uFOuirali. or 
cfjjnOjaiider-m-ohiiT Pluming di.-ih-.-lv.--, on Lite iiii[...rianr ^rvives which they 
had rendered, the brothara were disposed to rt-jieat the game which bad bevn 
played hy Zulfikor Khan, hy leasing Farobdiir only the name of emperor whih' 
they really governed. The t4isk proved more difficult than they find amiei 
lilted. Farokdiir. though of a feeble and inenulute diameter had a high idea 
of hU own qualitkfctioiLs fnr reigning, and was xurrouinh-d by wortbtefti favour 
ites, whose rapacity anil luuhition could not he satisfied while nothing but the 
shad i .w uf power whs left him Thu Sey^ls, aocorilliigh, mxrm found thenwdvc- 
thwarted in iln-ir arbitrary pivxxn.d ing* I a a strong court party who. without 
venturing tu provoke an open rupture, were unwearied in intrigue. The first 
scheme ffibt to get rid of the pros*!iu-e uf tiir^eti Ali hy exciting a war wliich 
required hi* presence In this there was no difficulty, as Ajit Slug. the power - 
ftil TUjab i if M Sir war, was again in rebellion, anil wa-v, m "reiver, uettLuUy Cnoour- 
in it hy the cuurt faction, who gave him to understand that uk^tmate 
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o i:i‘: resistance woold please the emperor more titan ready mi! tmsdon. The rajali, 
however, wjus too acute to play the game of Farokahirs favourite*; and, ft rifl¬ 
ing Hwen willing to grant him terms by which his own interests were Seemed, 
hastened to conclude u peace, 

^ ne "* ^ Je stipulations of this pence was that the rnjnh should give his 
i-on^-Lur daughter in nrarriiige to the emperor. What the attractions of the lady were 
I^n 7 i: - tmt mentioned. but Faioksltir seems to have felt oil the ardour and irm 
patience of a lover. Thera mis, however, a serious obstacle in the wav. The dis¬ 
sipated course of life wlifch lie led had undermined his health, and hr was labour- 
tug under a disease which did nut. permit him to marry. Fortunately, sit this 
very period tin? Company Imd sent a formal embassy to Jdellii to com plain uf 
the extortion and oppression practised upon them at their diffen;nt factories, and 
more i , spedmHy in Bengal They had been Induced to take this step in conse- 
luenoe of the favour which Furokshir had shown them while holding die 
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government of this province, and thair consequent hope that hr would protect 
diem against the basil treatment which they w ere receiving from Jafter Khan, 
his successor. The embassy carried with them presents to the value uf about 
i MJOO, intended partly for the emperor himself and partly for the favourites by 
nr I torn he was surrounded it is not to Ik? doubted that at a court where intrigue 
prevailed and all things had become venal, these presents must have smoothed 
down many difficulties,; but the ultimate success of the embassy was owing not to 
them lmt to a cause on which they hud not calculated Hr, Hamilton, the phv- 
siekn to the embusay had been called to court to give his profession a] aid 
■ifid succeeded sn well, that the disease of the emperor* which had refused to 
yield to native treatment, was removed, and Ills marriage, which had Wn vexa- 
tiously delayL-i was celebrated with unprecedented splendour. Them wa» In 
consequence no limit to the favour which Hi Hamilton enjoyed lie emperor 
publicly Attested his gratitude by bestowing rich presents up .ti him, in the ptc- 
'd Ji ^ bist courtiers, and was afterwards easily induced to comply with the 
petition winch the embassy had presented, by inning a firman which inve-o-1 
tlie Company with new and externa*® privSkgea Besides the three villages 
which they already possessed in the vicinity of Fort William, authority was 
given tijem to acquire cither thirty-seven on the same terms and m the same 
locality, For a time, in consequence of the hostility of Jafber Khan, this grant 
w:is rendered inoperative; but at last full effect was given to it, and tin Com 
thougli not without serious mi.-givings of allowing themselves to he 
’ emsinubered with much territory', acquired right to a tract cectcwilng nearly 
hm miles along both sides of tlm Highly, and completely commanding ita navi¬ 
gation Among the other more important privilege conferred by the finnan 
were the conversion of the duties previously payable at Surat Into a fixed 
animal sum, beyond wluoh no charge uf any kind ™ to be made; and above 
idl. the removal of one of the greatest impediments which trade hail experienced. 
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by exempting all goods protected by the Company's diuftiik, or passport, from a d mi 
stoppage or examination by the oftidok of the Bengal government 

At the very time when Faroksliir was making these eonceadone to the Com- w™i na* 
puny his own siliViirs were hastening to a crisis, While Hosen Ali was absent ^ 
with the army, the courtiers had thrown off part of their former caution, and 
by evincing a more uiidbguiaed hostility, famished him with n pretext h r 
providing tidihtioiiid securities for Ills personal safety. Pretending an alarm 
which it k probable they did not fed, the two brothers at first refused to 
appear at court, and then began to prepare for open liortilities After a period 
of general tores tcmati on, during which the capital was threatened with anarchy, 
Farokskir found it necessary to submit, and consented to become virtually a 
jprisoner in tire hamls of the Seyeds, by allowing the gates of the citadel, within 
which his palace stood to be occupied hy their guards, while an attempt was 
made to effect a reeondlhfctkBi- After varioua abortive proposals it was »t 
last arranged that Mir Jumbo the emperor's favourite and head of the court 
faction, and Hosen Ali, should both unit Delhi, the former proceeding tu his 
government of Behar and the latter to hk government of the Deccan, while 
Abdallah Khan should still retain his office of vizier. There was no sincerity 
on either side, and though the actual crisis was prevented, the course of In¬ 
trigue continued xis l>efortL 

During the confusion caused by the dissensions at Delhi, the Sikhs, after Tb -&ua 
su.T,tiJuing : series of r-. had iigniti I main' formidable. Theii chief, 

Bondu, who hud been made captive, had escaped, and suddenly issuing from 
hi', mountain retreat renewed his ravages in the level country. Fi.-eblo as 
the central government now was, the necessity of vigorous measures was h> 

> trough felt, that u powerful force was despatched into the Punjab under the 
command of a chief called Abdtisemed Khun, who conducted the campaign 
with consummate ability. After gaining repeated successes in the open field, 
he hunted the Sikhs out of their fastnesses, and made many of their leaders 
prbonfirft. Bandu himself was again among the number, and expiated his 
crimes on the scaffold at Delhi by a death in which all kinds of horrific tor¬ 
tures were accumulated. Numerous other executions followed, and the Sikhs, 
though still destined to play an important part in the history of India, were 

completely subdued, that many years elapsed before their existence as a 
nation again became discernible. 

In the Deccan the Mogul anus were lesssuccessful At. first,on Hoeen Alis rnmdiLp> 
arrival in 171-3, their employment was in civil warfare, said to have been instb 
gated bv the emperor himself Daoud Khan Panni, who, ns has been mentioned, 
was appointed by Zulfikar Khan to holil the government of the Deccan as his 
leptrty, and negotiated a peace with the Ahduattas, wi ls removed in 1713 on 
the accession of Farokciur, and was now governing the uni ted provinces of 
Gujerat and Candekh. His immediate successor in the Dcocan was Chin Kilidi 
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Khan, afterwards well known as the founder of tln j N i a flr u dynasty, under 1 a-i 
title of' Niaaua-uI-Mmilk, meaning Regulator or Governor of tin: State " To 
make wav fur Hewn All lie was removed to the cctaptrativelv insignifiermt 
government of Momdabcnl Both of these chiefs considering tTomselves aggrieved 
by the loss of their more important appointments, hated Hosen, and were dis- 
jHjsed to throw their weight into any confederacy that might be formed against 
him. Daocd, naturally the more headstrong jlihI impetuous of the two, was first 
worked upon; and m> aMiner learned that Horn's destruction would he hailed 
at Delhi as a deliverance, than lie resolved to attempt it, not covertly, but l»v 
open hostility. With this view, having mustered the forces of his own govern¬ 
ments. and increased them by levies from the Mahrattas and otter Deccan chid-* 

an mug whom he hud 
any influence, he at 
once made his npjasxr- 
ance in the field, and 
that there might be 
in» doubt as to Ids 
intentions sent Hosen 
1 1 is defiance. Tlic trial 
of strength thus pn ►- 
voked was speedily 
decided. Daoud* act¬ 
ing with hia usual im¬ 
petuosity, commenced 
tin? battle with a 
charge, before which 

„ those opposed to him 

MiELr^TT i —From Ftth*. OOatUl MullwLw; ainl UcLftiiiiU, L'tjkiL-, Prwflfaw. 1 1 

were fleeing panii- 

struck, when lie fell, pierced through the brain with a bullet. The fortune of 
the day wm immediately reversed, and Hoaen saw Ins threatened defeat con¬ 
vert o< 1 in to a complete victory. 


1 **T f ~ While Duoud Khan Panni and NizAin-id-Moolk governed in the Deccan, the 

Or MiJft - 

Mahmttas, either distracted by internal dissensions, or satisfied with the :nhnu 
tageous peace which they had extorted, gave little trouble. The aspect of att-iirs 
was now changed Hosen, offended at the assistant which they had given h> 
his enemies, and deeming himself strong enough to put them down by main 
force, wsis not at all dissatisfied when the proceedings of one of their leading 
duuh gave him good ground for interfering This chief, whose family name 
wil^ iMbari, by establishing a line of tbrtilied villages in Gandekfo bad Ixewraa 
the terror of caravans and tin veiled along the highroad leading from the Dw- 
mu to Surat, A strong detachment which Ho^n sent against him met with 
little obstruction, and marched on unconscious of danger til! if 1>ecame entunghd 
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in mvines. The Mahmttws.. trite to their mmfo of warfare, had |mss«ssed them- a.d. im 
selves of every possible outlet, and almost, every man of the detachment perished 
by the sword or was made prisoner. The whole of the Mabratta confederacy 
was now in motion, and Hosen, tearing that he might Vw involved in an iuter- 
minahle ami inglorious warfare, at the very time when his presence wad impera¬ 
tively tiHpured at Delhi, liastily concluded a peace with Sabo, which coniirtml 
him in the possession of a larger extent of territory than the Mahrattashad ever 
possessed before, and sanctioned the levying not only of the dtmit, but of the 
nr an additional tenth of the whole remaining revenue throughout 
the Deccan. The only return which riaho made for these concessions was an 
agreement to guarantee the country from future depredations* to furnish a con¬ 
tingent of 15,(K)U for the maintenance of the public tranquillity, and to pay an 
annual tribute often lacs of rupees (£100,000) 

Farnkshir, w'hile aware that his own intrigues had in it manner compelled n r< »e *™i 
Sown to conclude this disgraceful treaty, refused to ratify iL Hie quarrels 
which ensued hastened the crisis, Farukshir, had he possessed any degree uf !? } .^j£ 
steadiness and energy, might easily have found in the chiefs who envied or hated 
the Seyeds a combination powerful enough to free liiin from their galling yoke 
His fafchtT-indaw, Ajit Sing. Rajah of Marwar, -lei Sing, Rajah of Amber, Sirl.u- 
hiTid Khan, governor of Belwr, arid Nizam-uhMwlk. who, n>nsideriiig Imnaelf 
exiled at ^lomdaluul, was pining for higher cmployutent. were at! ready In>■ have 
lent their aid. Instead of taking proper measures to court it. lie only alienated 
them by the preference shown to unworthy favourites, and hence, when the 
period for a decisive trad arrived, found himself almost totally abandoned. 

Alarmed sit the dangers by which he was beset he now consulted only his fears, 
and endea voured by abject submission, to < btiiLn at least a res] site. Even this 
was denied ; and after some attempts at a rescue, by a few partisans who still 
adhered to him in the capital, the Seyeds dragged him forth from his hiding- 
place in the seraglio, and caused him to be pri vately put to death in. Fob, 171D. 

The brothers, Hosen Alt and AIxLiHab Khan, were now afoni] ute masters M(Lh,imwi 
of the government* and might sit once have put an end for ever to the Mogul ’ 

dynasty This wan probably fur themselves the safest coarse which they could 
have adopted ; but its boldness deterred them, and they set up first one young 
prince of the blood and then another. Hv a singular fatality both died it is said 
not by violence, but imturnHy, within six montha A t-lnnI was found of more 
robust constitution, and mounted the throne with the title of Mahomed Shah* 

TIk? Seyeds evidently contemplated a continuance of their arbitrary rule; 
but symptoms of opfmsLfcbu were soon manifested irs various h [Unrtors, and were 
rather encouraged than repressed by n timid and vacillating policy on tin? part 
of Lite government It would indeed seem from tile timid measures of tine 
brothers, that they were conscious of having fallen greatly in public opinion, 
and felt the ground dipping from beneath their feet With some of the earlier 
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f ik 1. urinal their authority, they found lifctio diJfieulty in effecting n cum- 
promiNg. It wm otherwise when XiEum-uhiionlk begun to bestir himself 
Hr had been in communication with Fairokshir'y party; but, on seeing Imu liltb- 
eouii k-ncL could !*■ placed in tliat fickle monarch, bad given in his aclhcdon to 
1 >'■ Seytiis He expedited that they would havi rewarded him with the govi m 
meni of the Deccan, and was much d'AsatMhd on rvoivipg only thru of Msilwnh 
Kvm here the Seyeda deemed him too formiduhk-, and they endeavoured to 
remove him h y pressing on his Acceptance any one of the four government* of 
AUnhabiuI Agra, Candeish, and Moidtan. Ho reftmed and it tin- r>itie- time, 
rrmsiijrring it ttime&ssaiy nuy longer to dissemble, jue|wired to resist a threat 
eto-Hij attempt to oast him by force An open rupture enhutsh and Sr/* i -nl- 
HiHjlk proceeded to execute a scheme which lie had lung iven meditating 
Instead uf remaining in Malwuk. he crossed the N'erbudda, gained pos*esa,ioii by 
fierce nr bribery of several important place*, ffigajdh defeated two armies that 
were sent against him, obtained the adhesion of many chiefs came to im under¬ 
standing with the and was soon virtually master of the whole Deccan 

His Jmecess had been greatly aided by a course of intrigue which had again 
*'''■niniencetl at the court <-t Delhi Mahomed Shale like hi* pixidewesor Fari-k- 
*lur, wits bent on throwing off tin yoke of thi- Seyeda. The r- v. li of Niiam-u] 
M'HjIk seemed to promise the means, ttnd Hurt ambitious chief was accordingly 
iiuidr aware that he could not do tlje emperor a greater service than by persist 
ing in the course which he hod so mvessifblly begun. The ScyetLs, 
ttWare sit tlke dangerous pmutiott in which they stood were perplesnd bow to 
;n t and lost much precious time before they wore able to decide. Tin- final 
resolution wao, that Hosen. carrying the emperor and several of the sitHpccted 
idmag with him, ahouj^ makefile campaign of the Deccan against Niaim 
iihMoolk, while Abdallah should overawe the disaffected by residing mid main 
turning a strong fore* in the capital 

Meantime a conspiracy. to which the emperor himself wan privy hud Wn 
Ibrmeii Its object WBfi to get rid of the Seyeda at all events by an means 
however nt radon* At the haul -if this conspiracy were Mahomed Ameer 
Klian. n nobkraan of Tnrki origin, who, while ostensibly opposed u the hh- 
p. rurs party, was deep lu Lis confidence; and Saadtrt Khun, who. originally « 
meivkint of KJn.msui, rase to importance by Ids military talents, and ultimately 
became the progenitor of the Kings of Otid* The mode hy which the conspim* 
torn proposed**) effect their object was » LarW-.u:< n^mdmition. h was tiol 
difficult u> find both an agent and an opportunity. Ah How n was proceeding 
to the Deccan in Lis palanquin; a Cohn nek, of the name uf Mecr IJ eider, up 
preached witli a petition; and while H..^n was reading it drew * dogger and 
stabled 3,im to tlie The whole camp was immediately thrown mtii c^tii- 

motjoa ami ultimately divided into two hostile bodieB-^hd one composed of the 
adherent* of i be Beyeds, and the other of the ndhmnU --I the conspirator v 
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Tlia latter, now openly countenanced by the emperor, wlm placed himself at Air ;t: 
their head proved victorious, and drove the former from the field. Abdallah, — 
who wtw only on his wav to Delhi when the intelligence reaelitHj hint endea¬ 
voured to niELinUiu the struggle by netting up a new sovereign; in the person of 



JHMX£DA||.>—feotii E-jitjn* Lr* UituKnu 


cue of the princes confined in the capital, and mustering a huge anu v. It w(i> 
however, in a great, measure undisciplined and when thy final encounter took 
place, offered little more than a diw of resistance. Abdallah was taken pri- 
but, contrary to the usual practice on such occasions, was not put to 
death; Mahomed Shah returned to Delhi, and, not at all abashed at the atn>- 
<auas meiiLi which he had employed, made a pompous celebration of his recovered 
authority. 

The. office of vizier, conferred at first on Mahomed Ameer Khan, as a reward : i - l!l 411 
f >r heading the ^nspirncy wiw, on Elis sudden death, reserved far iSizam-uI- , . 
Mwlk Li- was stiU in the Deccan, and found so much employment in settling 
Ita affairs, that nearly two years elapsed before he reached Delhi On hb arrival 
in January. 1722, lie found everything in disorder. Mahomed Shall, occupied 
only with bis pleasures, acted at the dictation of a favourite tiristres*, who hud 
mvpured siii'h an aseviideucy over him, that she was allowed to keep his private 
signet and use it for her own purposes. Hie principal counsellor were young 
m«i whose only qualification was com] ioniunship with their master in hi* re vela 
Nb:;Lfri'Ul-M',rfjIk. who still retained the austere habits acquired in the court *d 
Alining* I ■ . loan became disgunte-i. Not only were all kb reforms thwarted, 
but hb jMihi&iial appearance and manners, so different from thosuuf the youthful 
ixuirtiery, were held up to ridicule for their master's fipecial amusement He 
was not the man to tolerate those mde and insulting llberti** Jtud it was not 

v 
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long before the emperor am I fii> v iri n were nnmudly df^iroiH to part it in 
needles* to dwell on the plots and count* rpluts to which this feeling guve rise 
Suffix it to say. that in GirtoUar, 1733, tin- vizier sent in hU nvigiietinn and 

out for the Deccan. Ostensibly there wn* rto quarrel; for the emperor, in 
accepting the resignation, lavished on Xizajn-ul-Muolk the highi-t hnuoiim 
which it subject could ivtvive. Jt not long, however* before the enmity 
ninkling sit his heart was fully inn infested Mobariz Khan, the load governor 
-1 Hyderabad proceeding on iinstructions from Delhi, mlln r-*-l a powerful 
urniy for the avowed purple of extending hi*- own authority over the whole 
Deceati Nizam-ul-Muulk. whose skill tta a diplomatist was at least t^tial to his 
jmwess iim a soldier,* had recourse to negotiation. and having protracted it till 
hi** preparations wore complete, defeated Mobariz in battle, slew him, uni a steel¬ 
ing ignorance of the instigation width hud been given from Delhi, * nt his head 
to the emperor ims a trophy, 

W lien Xuraiu-uf-Moolk marched oH* to the Deccan he was in [x>session of 
the governments of hdth MaJwah and Gujerat, He waa tumidly removed from 
them, and took Ids revenge by encouraging incursions of the Mahrattas, who, 
notwithstanding partial repulses* had during the rajahship ef Salio, continued 
to make rapid progress, The main instruments of this unav^ were the rajah > 
two ministers—dm. B&lujee Wiswnnat* who originally the accountant of u dw» 
tuvt ol the Concnn. ltecaiuo the founder of the Brahmin dynasty of iVbhwn," 
-iiid next, his non Bajee Rno, who, after Sevajee, ranks a.* the ablest leader whom 
the M ultra tLa nation has produced Boiajee, before Ids death in 173 G t hud 
obtained from Mahomed Shah a rati fiction of the treaty made with Hoifcii 
Mi during the reign of Fnrnksiiir; and Bajee Kao. fj Mowing in his father's stej'i 
jiad m»t only consolidated the Eights nf chout and djrieamnlri previously ac¬ 
quired. but introduced them into provinces where they hud never h.-fore l^een 
levied 

Ihh extension of Muhratta power had, as already observed been [ .inly 
owing to Nwom-uDMoolk, who, in revenge for his removed from MjiKvah and 
Onjenit, had encouraged the Mnhmttas to invade them Ills policy in the |J. i;- 
can. which he now regarded iw \m own independent kingdom, wire dictated hy 
opposite motives, his great object here being to confine the Mnhmtt-a power and 
influence within ns narrow limits u>. pcadbte U itD tftfo view short K ;,un his 
VKtojy over M-Uriy. in 17>h hr dexterously availed himself of the disputed 
succession by which the Mnhrattn counsels had long beau distracted Raho* 
tinder tht; able minwDy uf Bajec Ru>, bad established a* complete ascendency 
v, r hh rival Si&tfc and Confined him to n comparatively iorignificant district 
Iring near the western coast to the south of Srdtarah. Still* however. Kandn 
wim equally with Balm liimHelf recognized as rajah; and there was at least plau* 
r-diiy m the answer of Xizum-iiUModk, when without denying hi* ubHjgatkm 
W ( ‘ !,out un<1 -diilesinuki for the D nau, he Jisked which of the two mjnht 
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liml tlir legal right to it, iiuii culkd u;< hi them it} exhibit their rcg[iectivGr claim*. 

I ,■ i. fodig itunh at the very suggestion uf u doubt, uu such ti subject, diarkhied 
ti> rrivt- Jiny explanatiim, stud «ent Bajee Riio nt the head of a numerous unny 
to couii^usob_' himself by plunder for tin? more regular revenue which was 
withheld Nbam ui- 
Moolk lmd prepared for 
thin result and along 
with Samba, who had 
now openly joined him. 
advanced to tin- relief 
of BocFtluaipoor, which 
wjl* threatened by |5njfee, 

Thr (ir*t effect of this 
advance was to amid the 
Mnliratta- into Gujmit 
.After a short time spent 

in pBlngifig it. they »»««*«,.. u»ew 

again suddenly made 

[.heir apjieanuice ill the Deccan, mid ultimateh reduced -\3%mi - id • Moiilk h > 
mioIl $fcraita> that he wsa glad to buy them off by loimiliating concessions. His 
experience of the kind of enemy he had to deni with, left him little inclination 
to ptuvukv a renewal uf the content: and though he did, on more than our 
n.iudon, endeavour to Weaken their power by storing tiiasenfcioits among 
them, he come at lust to a thorough understoiiding with Bnjee. and entered 
into a formal agreement, by which be undertook to protect Rajees mteretts 
in the Deee&ic while the hitler was ravaging Ibdwnh and extending hi- 

authority over other 
|K>rtiun& of the Mogul 
dominion:* 

Bajee Kao easily 
found a pretext for this 
invasion. The grant of 
ohout in Gujerat bad 
I icon revoked, and Sir 
hulftud Klrnu, who had 
consented to it. wa> 
reculied from the gov 
eminent to make wav 

/oupciHit - ?r-iui tliilil'* ,1 till tit uf ftaiitiihaii 

for o successor in Abhi 

Sing, ttnjiih of Joodpoor. Tim Mogul court, iu making this appointment in 
fftvmit nf a rnjah who. to other infamies, had reOently added that of murdering 
her A jit Si ill' wtw inflilMMifl chiefly by the expectation that his own 
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am it? i resources would enable Iiira to make Uesd against the Mn-lirntton He wm (hr 
iriom to i tilling this expedition. The Mabsto Pilajee Uuicowar, &nei!>ftor ><l 
the Guicowui family still ruling m Gujernt, resisted all hi.- efforts to expel him 
hut was Jit last, mt Abhk Sings basely assassinated. No tiling wm 

gained by the atrocity; for it only exasperated the Malmitto* to such a pitch 
(but. not satmfied with overrunning Gitjerat, they earned their ravages to Jowl- 
jHKn*. and made the rajah glad to cGmjpound with the loss of Gujarat for the 
safety of his hereditary state, 

^ ^ , ^ VV! ^ 1 vlwe the Muhrattaa were headed by Bajee Rao m person 
in.iiuiwiii. annn were equally triumphant; and tbe Mogul government, after several inef¬ 
fectual expedients, tacitly concurred In the surrender of the province to the 
F ftah w* in 1734. Tli is impcriant conct^skoj. op far fnun satisfying hie ainbi- 
tinn, only made it more grasping; and In projwrtion a s the weakness of his 
ftdveraarifis was disdo^ed, he rose in his demands and Insisted not merely ■ i 
h ’-ying the chout, but on bolding, in Mi right, as a jaghira, the province of 
MuIwaIi. and the whole county south of tie Chumbuh together with the cift 
of Muttra, AlluJinbiuL and Benares, Mahomed Shah, alarmed above niefl.- ; :ii 
by this new demand, evaded it for a time by temporizing, and endeavoured t- 
induce the Mahmtea to withdraw it by giving him a right to levy tribute on 
the RnjjjooiH. and to increase the amount of that already exigible from the Di>- 
cam This last grant cost the emperor nothing, and was regarded as a stroke 
"fgooit policy, because Its natural tendency was to set tin- Mahrattas And Nigmn- 
ill-Mouth at variance In this respect it wu* not altogether a failure, a b it drew 
N i yjun- ul - Moolk s attention to bis true position, and convinced him that be hud 
much mote to fear from the Mnhrattas than from the Mogul Under the inflow 
mice of this conviction, he adopted a new system of polity, run! resuming friendly 
communicatiofia with Mahomed Shah, undertook to employ ah hi* power in 
protecting him against the tnomachmeute of the Molirattoa 
-- r > This engagement was not allowed to remain long as a dead letter. In 17/17, 

at the von' time when it wm entered into, Bajee Run was advancing on the 
Mogul eapiteL Hie Only Check he- sustained was in the defeat, by Sa.-.tot Klein, 
governor of Oude, of Malhur Kao Holkar, toe founder of the Holkar fionily, who 
with a marauding party was ravaging the country beyond the Jumna. This 
■lefmt elated the Moguls, who magnified it into u discomfiture of the whole 
Mabratta army, which wo® represented os in full retreat to the Deccan, When 
Ikjec Ran was informed of these vain boastings, he simply remarked thnt ho 
would soon sliow the emperor ho was still in HindooeUiL He was as good as 
his word SuchMy quitting the Jumna, and leaving the Mogul army which 
had been sent to oppose him inactive before Muttra, be hastened on by totted 

mnrcl,e8, ftti | ,1Lvtr he patented himself before the gntes of Be Ml 

I ho iixpttiituju 1 bowser, appear* to have been undertaken rather in a spirit 

" bmVatiD ihsw with m f **™ }m "f attempting the capture of the city 
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Ibr Jitter ii few days he disappeared and encamped at a conauternhle distance a,d. r.vt 
Meanwhile the c$tist«mftfciun prxloeed by hfe presence caused hasty messages _ 
t£» l«i ilesjifttahed to every quarter from which relief might he expected; and 
while the Vizier Kamr-u-din Khan, wku had formed si junction with Banditti 
Khan wm advancing from hU encampment at Muttra, Nizam-ul-Mioolk also 
hastened. from the Deecao Bajee R&o. true to the MuLmtta taetam it voided 
jin encounter, and by a precipitate retreat w«m placed [tie XerbmkU between 
himwif and his pnrsuers- 

Niznm-uE-MiHjlk, notwithstanding Bajire's departure tontiooed Ids march to 
Delhi, where on his arrival he was invested with fud powers to adopt whatever 
meiumres might he necessary for the safety of the empire ; and his eldest son. 
Ohazj-tulin, vafi appointed governor laith of ilulwah and < iujeroL So low bad, 
the Mogul resources now fallen, that after Ills utmost effort* the army under 
his command did not exceed 31,000 men. W ill i tEils army, und a reserve com-' 
ns an lied by the nephew of Baudot Khan, he set out in search of the Mahrothv<; 

:, U't I'rm-eeding Southward past Seronge. took up a position near the fort of 
Bhopuul, wldle Bujee Ran uro^«l the Nerbudda ami advanced to meet him. 

An Niaam nl-Moolk was ontntUnbered by the llidimitn.*, but possessed a power- 
tnl artillery while they were almost entirely destitute of it. he deemed it 
advisable to retain hii pisition anil act tm the defensive. With ftn oidinory 
enemy tfiis might have been expedient, but with the enemy with whom he had 
now to i leal H was a decided blunder. Hie Muliruttus, keeping carefully beyond 
lilt- reach of his artillery, corninenced their usual ay stem by laying waste the 
■ur rounding country, and cutting off his soppUea, This they did so effectually 
that no alternative! was left him but to eouijm-nw a retreat. As may be BH|i- 
i, it whs only a aeries of disastera; and he was obliged to make a peace 
by which he conceded all the demands of the Pcisfrva, and bound liimself to 
W him £500,000 .sterling. This humiliating peace, concluded in February, 

17 -hS, was only the forerunner of a far more overwhelming cel la mi ty. 

ilic Persia ii dynasty of the Sop Mb or Safaris. nfler existing for two tvntu- ruw^ 
ries. became *en degenerate xls to fall an rstwy prey to the Afghans of Kandahar i w^ 
in 17--, when, on the rupture of Ispahan, after a dreadful Siege, Sluih Hosen, 
file last Sophi. went forth with his principal courtiers in deep mntiming. a«ul 
with hii own hand placed the diadem on the head of Mahmoud, his Khilji 
conqueror, It hud been worn by the new monarch only for two years when 
he died raving mud, and vm* succeeded by hie nephew Ashref who was no 
iMinu r seated on the throne than he was called to struggle against both foreign 
and iatenad foes. The Turks arid Russians, leagued together to dismcmljer 
the kingdom and allure it between them advanced, the one from die west and 
the other from the north, witli powerful armies, while Tahm&sp, who hud made 
his i ^-jifa from iHpidian when his father Shah Ha^n wiu obliged to (survKubr, 
hud mustered u body of retainers, and announced hfe determination to make 
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a d ir ir good hi* cluiiii to tLt- crown wbMh hi~ amrest-ors IleuI so long wch'il Of tbe-s* 
vivrirniH combatants, it might have been supposed that the Turks find Bus^ir^ 
fnim the superiority of their discijjline, would be tilt* most fuxnjidabli j ft 
pripv. d otherwise A=href complied the Turk*, miter ne[>«ihh \ defeats. t< 
mlpoowledge his title; and. before he hud measured lib strength with the 
Russian*, had t!u* satistiietjoo to learn that the death of the C2pr had iudim-d 
them to withdraw. Tabmasp alone reimiinril and was not to lx* so easih 
dbjK^sed of In himself lie was not wn f fomiidnble, bid fortune hud drawn t- 
ir 'f?t*4rr his hUtidard ■ no- of the greats warriors whom Persia has ever produced This 
wiLi Xndir Jvnuli, who began life as the fiend of a bind of freebooters, and at 
In^t, after freeing his country from u foreign yoke, became the usurper nf in* 
thrum Victory scarcely ever Med to attend him; mid by dexterously phying 
the two leading Afghan tribes, the Khiljies and Hie Abkltra or Doomnais, 
ugninst each other, succeeded in crushing 1 otL Patriotism seemed fir a time 
[ ' 1 ■ 1,1 hj.i ruling pasdon. and Talinausp, a* the leg! Li mute monarch, ascended the 
Persian throne; but patriotism was eventually supplanted by ambition. and 
Nadir* unable to brook a superior, first declared the throne meant, and then 
t<»>k poweaaion of it in hh own mime in 1737, alleging that he bad been culled 
to it by the jM>pular voice. 

jJiiiV*™ Henceforth known as N’adlr Shah, he resolved to pursue Jus career of 








victory: and prooeeiiing eastward, at the bend 
of an amiy of *0,1100 men, laid siege to JC*m 
dfthiuv It origin ally lx hinged to the Persian 
monarchy, liui had been wrested from it, and 
was now in possesion of the Khiljies ft 
was valiantly defended, and stood .seivnd 
assaults before it was taken. The capture of 
Kandahar and conquest of the adjoining terrh 
tory made Persia conterminous with India 
N'adtr Shah, as lie locked eastward into the 
valley of the Indus, and beheld a might y 
umpire tom by intestine wars and loitering 
r ° its Fall. must have been strongly tempted, 
if not to become its conqueror, to uhfrim a 
diare in it*, spoils, He hail already 
ground of '|tiamd with its government 
]>uring the siege of Kandahar* not only had 
ftpultaititfi which lie made for the ddiveiy of some Afghans who Imd taken 
drill its territory been treated with neglect, hut even the validity oi 
ids title t - L)i t Persian crown had been called in question. Instead of wasting 
time in iinavniling roinonutrance, he bwk a more effectual mode of expn >dn- 
his resentment by seizing upon OebooL The court of In-llu ought now h> have 
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been fully alive to the danger, but months; jatased away, during; which Nadir wjifi 
left bj kittle his evmjuest and make new prepinitiiniK Tin- actual hivr&ion 
sewned indeed to haw hr cornu mi^.*db!e. At leant throne m-mii ; ibr the winter 
wa& approodaing, and it was never dreamed that he would commence a cam¬ 
paign which, in its very tirwt operations, would expose him to the rigours of a 
mountainous country-aud the assaults nf \U warlike in ha drams How great 
thin mutt have been the consternation when it was lenmrd that lull these 
sup]m-k*d imp I-isiliUltbs had been overcome, and that Nadir, after crowing the 
Indus by el bridge of boats in November, 173&, had advanced into the Punjab 
at the head uf a mighty army! 

Great as was the ilanger, so tardily were the meaij£ of defence provided, 
that Nadir for the riist time came in sight of the Indian army after he hud 
reached tile hank- of the J umnft and wa> within 100 miles r.f the Mogul 
capital. Here, in the neighbourhood of Cainoul, Nkaiu-ul-Moolk, to whom the 
chief command was intrusted, occupied n fortified camp Just at the time 
when Nadir was apj-.r aching. Smidut Khan arrival with a rekdbrvemnnt fr in 
Mode, and the battle immediately commenced. The Indians, consisting for the 
meat part of raw levies wen* no match for the Persian veterans, and niter litllu 
more than a show nf resistance were signally discotndted. Mahomed Shall, 
ilecluing Jill further resistance hopeless, sent. Nisito-td-Woolk tu make Ids sub¬ 
mission, and then repured in person to the Persian camp. He was courteouhly 
navivt.il. hut was not permitted to attempt negotiation, os Nadir Shall, toiLseirnis 
•: lumig complete master, had determined to dictate his terras witliin the walls 
»f Delhi Thither therefore the two monarchs proceeded, the ->m as a mber- 
ubh 1 1 -itj.tive the other us a is)iif|tierot in triumphant procession at the bead r 
tire victorious army. The entrant" took jJnoe in the beginning of March, 17SST 

Nadir Shah took up his residence with Mahomed! Slmh at the palace, and 
appears, from the careful arrange i£anta which he made for die niftmti-nauee of 
discipline and the protection of the inhabitants to have meditoU'd no greater 
severity than the levy of a very heavy contribution. This mild intention, it 
he had it, was frustrated by the mbahitaiats themselves On the very second 
day, hastily believing a rumour of Nadir Shah's death, they broke through all 
rc’stniinf. and commenced an indiscri inmate massacre of the Persians at their 
various isolated sUitioiLs throughout the city. Tin- shah w:e* furious, and forth¬ 
with issued orders for u fearful retaliation. From sunrise to sunset the city was 
given up to the fury of 20,000 sol diem, and lust, rapine, and du tighter raged 
in their i unfit horrific forma Tills was only a deed of vengeance Nadir s own 
.■hums dill remained to be aattsScd; and tbn work, of confiscation and plunder 

was oamed on for weeks witl.. interruption. Tin ' Peacock Throne fanned 

an important item in the npuik At the most moderate estimate, the amount 
curried, off in money, plate, and jewels, could not be less than £j0„Lktn.0U0 
sterling 
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u> 37, An, r Delhi during fifty-vi-hi days _VodirSli.iL depart*. I U*vh\g 

it n scene of wrab*edii*» and The terror of the wpltd had 

JS^ * JTlto tlu? l ,rnvni<to - tl,e go^nnMnt was paralysed* nod the penpk remained 
>imk in a kind of stupor The Mulmitbis ratglit now have completed thuir 
Conquest*, hut oven they ware overawed by the suddens nod extent of the 
general calamity. Bajee Kao, adverting to it expressed himaolf thus- o ur 
domestic quarreb are now insignificant, them is to one enemy in fflndoostan 
Hindoo and Mussulmans—die whole power of the Dto m must *^ 14 . • 
These filings of alarm soon tegto to fiobdd^ and the dements of dbnnloi. 
were again at work At the court of Delhi old animosities resumed aU their 
hmuer Litteraias. A powerful faction, composed of Turki, or m they were 
^ nobles, and to** by the Yiricr Karar-a-din Khan and Nto* 

ul-Moolk, endeavoured to absorb the leading offices of the state, and even hoU 
tl<e emperor ktoelf in objection t* their wish** while their were 

numerous and powerful enough to mtge a constant struggle for Ascendency 
Feebb and discordto w ere the musavy result, and no bond of union 

^I,ted union- the numerous dependertews still Motigiiig twuutialjy to the 
la |K>int of fact, the MnhmUa* ’were now the moat powerful 
iiiumu on the Indian continent and had the best prospect of becoming it. 
iitamate.masters Even they. however. were not free from difficulties Sal.,, 
the nominal head of the governments had been deprived of aU real itower aw] 
redm-e.1 to a mere cipher. Several of the chiefs who willingly acknowledged 
Ins author, tv. were not .fiap««d to yiddthe same sul.mia.ion to the usurpations 
” tlic TVlsll ' v; '- !,, " i ,tood “■% to avail themselves of the first &voumble 
opportunity of either rtestahfialiing the rajah or wanting their own indepen- 
"l. nce Bajee Kuo, well aware of the precarious position in which he stood. w:v. 
o hgeJ to regulate his poficy-accordingly, and often abandoned the com-.-which 
h.s judgment approved for that which his own immediate interest seemed to 

r»r.. B ' l ‘ lre llie M " sul e° vem ““ k recovered from the shock given to it 
l.y Jfa.hr Shah, he might easily have established the complete ascendency of Ins 
nation by mustering his forces and marching at unco upon the capital Instead 
ol tin, he suddenly withdrew into the Deccan, flu, only apparent ir.dacemcnt 
w=as that he might 1* able more effectually to watch the proceeding of hi. 
countrymen, Ragojre Bosh, and the Cuieowar of Gujemt. who were plnttina hi* 
to.. hr»w Of his feelings while thus employed he himself gave the following 
account: ■ ■ am involved in difficulty, in debt, ami in dhmppoiataente and 
, " * to 8W4llow H*™- *»* ■«j«b are my enemies, and shunld 

'“f -r7 <0 T™* Wil1 *"** «* ** - my breast i should 
if 1 «„,ld meet dearth." This eotann event was nearer than he 

" 1 M * hort b- *«". « 28th of April. 1740. as he was 

rriftifntug ttt HludixwbiiL 

Bo.ee Hao left three sons, the eldest „f whom, Baber Rao. succeed™) hun 


I maiIi uf 
liij-e Itao. 


* 


CttAI I | 


THE MOGUt, EMPIRE fN DAXOELI. 


401 


PeishfWR The succession would I Lave been disputed; but fortunately for a.u.iw. 
Inin. Bagojec Bask. Ids most formidable opponent, wm absent with hia army in 
the Camndc. on An ex] edition .>n wJddh Bajee Rim liad dispatched him, mainly 
for die pappose of preventing him from plotting tniadiief nearer henna On 
beating *»f Bajeds death, be Iw-vtened lmck t*i Sattarab: but m ht- oune v it bout 
his army, and found the 
Gufoownr anil tlit* prth 
a itih j , ij r delegate of tl ie 
iiijnfo on whose co-opera¬ 
tion he lunl ealeulatt'd, 
unprepared 4 u in i imposed 
to second him, be was 
obliged to nhiiiJon all 
thought of opposition, 
at least till a more 
fovound ile opjxartmi i t y 
should arise. The death 1 ““ ” f? ' " ' " 

,J l Rajet; lino, and the tine- mvcssaiy to enable Buhijee to secure himself in * :i '. 
hi* new seat giive Mahomed Shah a short respite from actual warfare It was 0- w . ii 
unly a respite; for the clouds uf another storm were again gathering thick around 1 ' ' 
him. and indeed from t*u many quartern, that it was dilluult to say from which 
1! was destined hist to ectne. On the one h£iiwl Biilitjet Ruo, &dvnni:iii^ in ft) 

Mai wall, insisted that this province should, in terms of the treaty which ku! been 
mnde with Nizam-til Moolk, but which had never received the imperial sanction, 
be formally conformed to him, uu the other hand tin Rolullas, a recent Afghan 
cbjiiy OHjqupylng the tract which few them still beam the name of KotiUeund 
bod luygurij under an able leader of the name of All Mahomed* to attune an 
idaruiing api^iinmec. In tbema lves. itulcod, the EohiLlas were not ho numerous 
^ to I* very formidably; but the)- belonged to the warlike race which laid 
repeatedly <i$Yastftted the Fairest provinces of India ami the danger apprehended 
was t luit in the event of a new invasion from the west, they would league with 
their countrymen. The idea of such :ui invasion was by no means chimerical 
Ever since the visit of Nadir Shah, who on retiring declared the Indus to W 
the e; us ton 1 tamidary of the Persian monarchy, it hnd teen threatened, and in 
consequence of recent political changes 111 Persia it was becoming a certainty. 

Nadir Shah perished by tile bamls of assas-dns in June 3747 He had i* =i, .r 
latter!) become a cruel tyrant, mot deserved hie fate; though it was not so much * 
bi> cruelty aa hi* form of MnJbometiirt faith Unit provoked it He was a Sun¬ 
nite, while the Penamu were zealous Shutes. The repugnance between them 
was therefore invincible, and his dentil was the work of Persian con*jnrutors 
But the sum- cause which 111,0h- the Pemians abhor hi* rule wav it* greatest 
rao 7 inmcudatinn t<- the Afghan* who like him were Sunnites mid devoted!) 
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attached to his service, According) y the Abtlalees, I (faded by their hereditary 
chief, Ahmed Khun, on 3 1 earing of the conspiracy, had luesteind to the rescue 
aini after find i ng that they were n duj, too late, fought tluar will through the 
hostile Persian* ami succeeded in reaching thehr own country. Ahmed Khun 
immediately declared himself independent, changed the name of hi* tribe from 
Abdulee 'in Dooranee, and before a year elapsed was crowned king jl! Kamlubar. 
Eie lung Buikh, Scmde. Cashmere, and other provinces, acknowledged Ids nwav 
tlin uud.itfon was not vet studied and he looked round for new fields of con 
quest Both the west and east lay before him, but various reason* induced him 
Ut prefer the latter. The left bank i the Indus was already in his purer. anil 
among other temptations toemss this river and commence an Indian campaign, 
was the fact that & civil war was raging in the Punjab in ootweqnninv if th¬ 
ru volt of it> Mogul governor. Little opposition mi* made; and Ahmed, .liter 
capturing many towns, Including Lahore, the capital arrived at the Sutlej, 
On the other side lay a Mogul army. commanded by Prince Ahmed, the heir 
apparent ud Ktunr-u-diu Klum, die virier. The Alxtaioe force, though nui 
iijtKiodiig ll <XK) men, crossed the river by selecting a spit which, from nut 
being fordable was not watotari; and, hastening on to Sirhiod, ntade » rich 
capture nf stores and baggage This bold movement so intimidated the ib guL 
that notwithstanding their superiority In numbers, they stood m the ikfonsive, 
imd even funned an entrenched camp. This course, dictated by excessive 
timidity, was. the wisest which they could have pursued. The Door&neen had no 
idtemntlve but to retreat, or h&zanl a battle under the must disadvantageous 
rinmiubtancis. They chose the latter arid sustained a defeat, hut took advan¬ 
tage of the night to escape. 

Tlse Mogul vizier had fallen, aid the Mogul prince was prevented fram 
following up Ids victory, by the intelligence that the succession to the crown 
tjiui <q**nd to him by the death, of LL Hither in April, 1748. Mahomed Shah 
tlm ended a reign, remarkable only for ita length, fluring a must disai-.t.rou- 
period. Prince Ahmed, henceforth known by the title of Ahmed Shah, iiunu- 
Cutely repaired to Delhi; mid kin Afghan namesake, now dwtingulsfai-il trim 
fim by tile name of Aiimed Shah Doonme^, instead of continuing hia retreat, 
topped short, and did riot quit the Punjab till he bad made it tributary Tkl- 
however, did not satisfy him After a short absence he returned, and inmated 
on a formal cession of the whole province, A* he was able hi take it Uv force 
it wm deemed good policy to make a merit of necessity. tmd give him all hr 
^ke<L Thin, eunceasion muy serve to characterize Ahmed Shaba short and 
inglorious reign The office of vizier, first offered to Nizam - uL Jlodk. who 
deelim-il it, and died almost immediately after, in 1715 , wait conferred on 
Sufder Jung, who find succeeded his father. Saadufc Kliuu. an govmuir of On do. 
He soon rave proof «f hk unfitness, by undertaking tw expedition again* l tic 
tfohilLis, and so mwiuumging it iw to allow them to penetrate to Allahabad, 
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and sat the whole Mogul power at defiance In this emergency he could dev be .vt* o> 
no letter remedy titan to cull in tin aid of the Mnlitttttns, who indeed drove - 
out the Rohilhtx but eom|inflated tliein>rtlve* by eitftblhdujig ft right to levy 
tilts chout over all the territory that they conquered After 31 rotuae of intrigue 
uud crime, Sill'd or Jung was supplanted in Lite royal favour by Ghazi-u-dln, one 
nf Nizam-ul-Aloo] kb grandsons, an unprincipled youth familiar with perfidy 
and murder, Like Snfder he ftaployed die llabrnttim to extricate himself from 
difficulties and ultimately succeeded by these m e ans , in July, 1754 , in seizing 
the person of hia sovereign, Aimed Sluth. mid mining to lb- throne a young 
prince of the blood, who assumed the title of Alurogeer, 

Alumgeer—or, m hr is often tailed, Alorogeer If, todistingniali liim from f u ■ ■' 
Aunmgsabe, who used the same title in all regular documents—usually denser 
till' lint of Mogul sovereigns who actually held the reins of government For 
this reason, mow than my other, he Is entitled to a brief notice When he 
was raised to the throne, Sufder Jung was still nominally vizier. On hi* 
death, which happened soon after, he was -luooeeded by his son Sbuja-u-Dowlfth 
in the government nf Oyde, but the viy.iershtp was immediately appropriated by 
(Jhazi-n-din, under wbx>se mismanagement nothing but additional confusion and 
disaster oqolil bo Anticipated By treacherously seizing the infant successor of 
the governor of the Puiyah. whom Alums 3 -Shsrli Dooranee had appointed, he 
provoked the vengeance of this formidable foe-, who, living crossed the Indus, 
did not hide till he hud made himself master of D elh i, and indicted on tills ill- 
fated city a renewal of the calamities which ii had suffered from Nadir Shall. So 
l.nv Imd the authori ty of Uje.sovereign now fallen, that Aluipgecr is said to have 
luiMouglir. Ahmed not to leave liim to the mercy of his vizier Accordingly, on 
departing^ ho endeavoured to provide a kind of counterpoise In giving the 
COmmnnd of the army to an able Kobilla chief of the mime of NlijilvU-Dowluh. 
(rhiLzi-n-din only waited till Alimed was (rat of India, and then endeavoured to 
-Siit Najib afddt.% Lu order to make way fur cue nf bis own cieaturex Meeting with 
a ojaiishince which he was tumble to overcome, be again culled in the aid of the 
Muhruttos, who advanced from iiulwidj under Ragoba, the second 5011 of B&jce 
Uao. entered Delhi, and after spending n month in the siege o£ tin- fortified 
palace, ^impelled Aluxngeer to reinstate Ghasri-u-din in all ins former authority, 

As usual, the Muhrnitas tuck good <*ire to be fully compensated for their ti >1 „ie 
nervier Feeling that m> effectual resistance could be offered, tiny -.-t no limits 1 
to their ambition, and openly talked of extending their conquests over the whole 
of IliinlixistaiL The Punjab first attracted their attent ion, and Ksigoba, foa m in g 
that It was feebly governed by Timour, n ui of Ahmed Shah Doo ranee marched 
at onoe to b.diore, gained possession of it in -May IToS. ami continuing bis 
pliant career, so Intimidated the Doanutoeia, that they retired beyond tlie 
Indus without diking a battle The Mnlimthia next engaged in ft si mila r 
Attempt to subjugate Chide, bui were mot with spirit by ShujamdDowhdi, win - 
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in league with the Kohillns, jTiflicbed ft seven: U>& on ;ui isoluhd detitelmumt, 
und drove it across the Ganges Batajee Seindm, the Muhmtt* in command of 
t)je main body, deemed it expedient to, come to terms, and a Joint of peace, not 
intended to lie Jong kept, was patched up. 

Unc main inducement to tJio peace wan the rumoured approach of Ahmed 
Shah Dfkimnee. When his son TSmour arrived from the Punjab, he was en- 
gag (:t | in ^oppressing a revolt an tong the Bdoocbeea Thi- delayed him tilt 
Sopti: ei■ ]1 1 59, when he comnmnttri n oaw Indian campaign by erijsfflbg 
rhe lmins at Peshawar, and continuing his course to SoJmrtmpjor, at some die* 
tan.ee IwyouJ the loft hank, of the Jumna, While ha was thus luivoueing, 
Gimsu u-din—remeiii luring how Almugeer had formerly obtained thy ptotectioa 
t*f Ahmed, anrl marly succeeded in expelling him from his viriemhip— w;l* deter- 
rained not again to nm a situiJitr risk, and followed the comae which Jib cruel 


nnd peril thou# nature dictated, by causing the unhappy monarch to Bmm. 
wnatoJ in November 1759. Shah AJuui the loir apparent, was then absent fo 
Ekngril, and the new prince whom Glmzi-n din seated on die throne wna never 
ret‘og l ii»HL There was thus no ostensibly sovere%nat Delhi . the Mogul empire 
had F ceased to exist. 

Whx * tht ‘ Mo ^ li «"^re was extinguished, the general expectation was that 
l!il '" r ' a Mahmttu empire would immediately arise on its niimt Originally confined 
kl 1 tiffed 'district in the Deccan, the MakraUto had established their ascem 
deney in every part of India* possessing immense tracts of territory in absolute 
right, and Joying heavy tribute from marly the whole of the reminder Ona 
gyatfc obs teclo to the estehlisbment ..fa consolidated Mahmtta empire hud been 
disunion among the member composing it* eoufodenicy. Saho, its nominal 
Imaxl, ha a been deprived of all retd power by the PrishwiL Latterly indeed. 
Jie was. unlit, for government, and died in a state of imJjectlitv, in 17 ± 9 , Thin 
event led te new complications. which were not arranged until many of the 
d.iefc hud rtqpfced n kind of mdcj^ndtnre and become the founders of 
minor dynastit* Among the more comjiiuiious 6f tl leae were Petejee Qid c .w , r 
in fhijcmt, Mulhar Ran liolknr, and Uutejee SeimJia, who, ly obtaining an 
alignment to nearly rIn whole revenues of ilidwah, secured the limmidoji.H widt h 
' rltt btW* their name md are possessed ly their deacon^aits, Othercbiefe who 
have not h-ft meh permanent traces of their authority ware equally powerful 
^ h:sV( ‘ 1 • li'-ady iiji i.Am-tlwi 

Rso BJmo, or simply 'the Bhao," u cousin of the Pebhwu BaUjec’ possessed 
gnat influence, hnt had been contented. while the -ifcher chiefs were puma, 
mg distent comjuate to remain in the Deccan a* Lom, minister and com- 
iijunder-in-clnef He was acting in thin papae% when lUgri* returned Iron, 
■is cnmpaigEi m the Punjab. Hi* succh» had m,i W*n obtained without a 
^ rv heavy Outlay and the Blum, on learning that \natem] of blowing any 
sum into the treamny-, he Imd nrnk it liable to tt debt ,*f nearly fHHHJ.OIlU 
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sterling, exprc^ed his dissatisfaction so strongly, that Hugubft was pnpicd. and 
toll] 1dm lie hud tetter conduct the n*.-xt ixjsdithm himself The Bhao. fluted 
by some reeent widcb had mmewltt increiised the Unhratta territory, 

and added I«ge3y to its revenue, was not disinclined tu avail himself i.f nn 
Opportunity of acquiring new distinction. TiratijigRngolin^ taunt ns if it bud 
Wn u serious proposal, 1 m* exeknged nit tin lions with him, and assumed ting 
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The only fomudabk enemy whom the ihdirattaa Lei now to encounter was 
rn tlo held. Ahihr-i I Shah Doonmee, after nearly umiihiljitiug two separate 
M; iiruLia dttaeiainenLs. the one oommainh-] 1-y llulkur and the other hy Sell alia, 
hud taken tip a pooition at Anojtflieber, situated on the right lnmk of tin* 
Ganges, severity-three miles sooth-VJUJt of Delhi. The filmo. ucCOfnfumie.:I hy 
WLrwist Turn, the youthful son and 
heir of l,he Peishwa, and the leading 
ilnhnitui. chiefs, advanced at the 
litiid of n niuuc roiis host, without 
encotmteriog serious opposition and 
having gnim-d possession of tire 
■ 'j i pi 14 l l. * iiSgn u x* 11 it inset f I y m [kw i tv, 

Ptalnras, tombs, and shrines were 
■Itsfewd for tlie sake or their rich 
ornaments, and the silver ceiling of 
the hall of audience tom down wit* 
iwtoed into rupees, to tin- amount, it 
k add, of seventeen Ijvcs iflT^MKHd 
AkuieJ, iu addition to his own 
DoomriWs, was cordially joined hy 
the Rotdii&&, mid mtlicr lukewarmly 
by Slmju-n - L?i wish, governor of 
i hide, who would willingly have 


fix. Ik.lSUi—|’t-.111 lujltjjllhtiillL ■ rnU-rl. 


remciimHi neutral and afterwards made tin- most of the event hy taking part 
with the winning side. As the contest however, had nsslimed a religious 
aspech the Hindoos being ranged on one side and Mahometans on the otter; 
he found it Impossible to withhold his aid from Ahmed who was considered as 
live representative of the latter 

Ahmed, as soon ns the raim permitted him lo move, listened to the Jumna, 
will i the view of relieving a fort on its tanks to which the hlaJuutta^ had laid 
siege. He arrived only in time to learn that it had fallen, but showed jsudv 
de.sjiORito dcteruiJmition, by effecting it pasrage of the river more hy swimming 
[him feinting, that his enemii> were intimidated and drew off to Pa input Hire 
the Bhau scamped with an «nay ^.insisting of 70*000 mvalry and Id.titH) 
hti intiy, of wbtm SOOO were disci[dined sepoys. In Addition to these were 
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' pHedatoiy and other followers to the tinmU'r of 200,000, In art Men- an arm 
of war which the IL-Jirnttas had at last learned to firm*. he was amply provided, 
and was aHe r after surrounding Ins camp with a broad and deep ditch, to mount 
S00 guns for its defence, Al need's army consisted of alunit 40,000 Afghans and 
Persians, and 50,000 J ndi+ms, of whom 1 &0CH) were cavalry. The armies were thus 
n*'t unfairly matched. In respect of available troopfi thev wore nearly erjiuii 
w bile at the ftftflne time each laboured under a great disadvantage—the Bhaoi in 
the ttceflaiyenumbcr of follower?, who, without adding to Ids strength, hnmpred 
his movements and consumed Ids provisions; and Ahmed, in an artillery an 
defective that it barely mustered thirty pieces of various calibre, and, furnishing 
iin proper means of attack compelled him to imitate the Elmo's example, and 
remain on the defensive. 

I nrler such eireimistani'cs, time rather than prowess was to decide the 
struggle; for neither leader felt disposed to force on an action so Jong ns he could 
obtain subsistence for his army from die siirroumtmg country. At tins mode of 
warfare the M&hraifas could not easily lie surpassed, and their foraging parties, at 

found no difficulty in bringing in abundant supplies. Gradually, however, 
the UooraneeS) by the rapidity and 1 Ktlcluess of tlicir movements, made foraging so 
dangerous, that the Hhiio, threatened with famine, saw the peril <a his j " bitten, 
smtl attempted to escape from it by proposing negotiation. Ahmed, who-> 
supplies Ifcsi'I also V.iegun to fait wbb urged by his Indian allies to come to terms 
ur risk a decisive action; but his constant answer was — i( Tlds is a matter of wm 
with which you are not acquainted In other affaire do ns you please, but 
leave this to me.” He was aware of the straits to which bis enemies Wtn 
reduced; and, even after they had begun in a kind of desperation to make 
rigoroua attacks npon his lines, seemed mom irclmed than ever to confine 
himself to skirmishing, in which be usually had the advantage. He was well 
***** °f which was approaching, and fully prepared to profit bv it 

The Bhao s supplies were completely exhausted; and after a last effort, at foraging 
wliich proved utterly unavailing, becoming convinced that he could no faiu^r 
maintain his potion, lie yielded to the urgency of his soldier*, and, with many 
progUD^acationa of disaster, kmed orders fora general attack. Tt was made 
with the utmost impetuosity. and no long us it was directs! against the RohilTas 
and other Indian sdiies of Ahmed, seemed hTesjstibte, The Daomnee chief 
endeavoured to rally the fugitives, but finding it impossible, ordered his own 
men to advance. This at once changed tb e f, rt im t < >f tf 1& ( fay By a dextcroi i ^ 
movement, while the main body attacked in front, a division wheeled round to 
the flank, and the whole Mahmtta army, pani^struck by this double onset, turned 
their backs and fled. As no quarter was given, the slaughter was fearfol 
Abont SOO.OOO are said to have Men Among the akin were tfce PmbIWs 
^ n Wiswos Thu>, the Blmo, recqgni^l only by wlist was supptwJ to be hies 
headless trunk, and many other great Sfohretta ddefa The dream of a Mali- 
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nitii empire haul v anishe d. The wreck of the army, abandoning the acquisitions ad. i-i- 
made in Hindoostan, retired beyond the Nerbudda; the Peishva, shutting him- 
.self up in a temple near Poo nidi, lhjd LJ f a broken heart; and the whole nation, 
souk in grief and liespumleiicy, became as it were paralyzed 

Strange to say, Ahmed did not profit much by his victory, for the Mah o m etan Appiwe&itf 
confederacy which he had formed having broken up, be quitted India, and never *w**Cf«i 
returned to take any share in its afthirs. The only two powers which then ^ 
seemed capable of wielding the sceptre, which had been wrested from the hands 
■ o' tin 1 .Mogul having thus been providentially removed, the work nf conquest 
passed to other hands. The two most powerful natrons of Europe, after they 
hud long been contented to play n subordinaie part in the contest, resolved at last 
to Wtilue principals, and France and Great Britain started as rival t-midiilaU s 
for tL j t- establishment of a new Indian empire The history of this memorable 
si niggle is now to engage our attention. 


CHAPTER II. 



Tin* progrw of the French in India —Wilt between France mJ England — Ni^st ami mJBtiry openstiuBit 

—Tbs cqniire of tbdM 

ROM the first the French East India Company, much more 

ILftlfifTPH *‘f 

than that of England, was the creature of the state. All the the IYt-juIi 
> influence lT the crown was employed to obtain suhstribera to 
^ their funds■ and no unimportant part of the eorrespan- 

deuce of n commercial nature, during the ministry of the ctles 
bra ted lA-lbert, relates to solicitations employed tor this purpose. It is very 
questionable whether the prosperity of the company was much promoted by 
this state patronage, but there Cannot be a doubL that they were able in j/onse- 
q nonce uf it to escape many "f the dangers which might have beset them ut the 
outset, and to start at once as a body able not only to repel aggression but to 
become :iggre-ssive The alarm which their presence in thy F*j«t excited in the 
1.hitch and English companies must not be ascribed exclusively to commerckl 
jealousy. As mere traders they could not appear very formidable rivals, but from 
their dose connection with government their trade might easily be made subser¬ 
vient to political purposes, and become a dangerous instrument of intrigue at the 
native courts Iu thin way Louis XIV, not satisfied with disturbing the peace 
of Europe by his ambitious schemes, might be tempted to extend them to India, 
and by engaging in wars of conquest make the operations of trade impassible. 
Knowmg the diameter of the French monafeh, it was not uncharitable to 
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a u. 1:11 suspect him of such iutcntiona It must be confessed, however* that the 
company estitbUshod tinder his auspice* continued tor the greater ]*an of u 
cenliiiry to ss tithed with commercial opcrutiuns, mid the erection of such 

factories a* seemed necessary for conducting them wifcli cuse and -atetv- The 
most important ot tlie localiti^ on which they had thus fixed were tho*e of 
(.hmiilcrmigon?. situated* like the Dutch factory of Chirwumli, near the town of 
Hotgtily* nn the river of that name in Bengal, and Pondicherry on the Gm* 
mnmkd oou*t, 1 he latter was the Heat of government, and had gnirluaillv 
bcocune^ by the Wgtibmty of its buildings and the strength nf itfi fortificatiozix 
worthy of the honour thus assigned to it though, like Madras and nil other 
places ‘ >u it lain mn.Ml under the ^leat disadvantage of luiving im 

proper harbour. 

'ISuLi ^ ll t!]L ‘ - y,>ar the office of governor nf the French settlements in India 
was oonJtrrad on Joseph DupJeix The son of a wealthy former-general and 
31 director of the company* be htul ft l n comjtiirativdy early age obtained the 
npjtoin Lment of find member of council # Pondicherry. After ten ymsd service 
iu tldrt eipncity* he was, in 1730, made head of the factory of Chandemogorc 
Hue by engaging in private trade he accumulated a large fortune: and nt the 
same time, by the ability of Ids public management, rose so high in the oonfU 
d f*“ ot ‘ hh foyers, that in 1742* as already mentioned, they made 
him governor Tints recail^l to Pondicherry, he entered on the duties of his 
new station in the possession of very superior advantages To natural talents 
ui 0 (w added a thorough acquaintance with the maimers of the 

inhabitants. anil with the political carcuiiwtanoes of the country, The^i- 
m] vantages both vanity and ambition disposed him to improve to Hit- utmost, 
nod he was no sooner installed in office than he began to entertain schemes with 
a view to the ultimate e*tablLshutent of French ueoendeiicy in the East It way 
Vain to exjiect this from the oomtnoreial operation* of the company. In these 
it had been found impossible to compete succeK-diiliy with the British and the 
I>utdi ; hut another course was still n [mh and Dupteix was determined to put 
its practicability fairly to tile test 

!£.*£». Tl “' *PP«*“t.iog dismemberment of the Mogul empire ws* M «w manifest 
Its srahnhdnrs or governor were almost openly firing to iadapo-i..— nl „i 
**** lll, ' ir eoltoidhiate deputies, or nabobs, were disposed to imitate the example 
Tin- parties thus funnel were often so equally balanced, tint neutrals .,f cmpa,,, 
tivelv feeble resources could easily, by throwing their weight into one of the 
opjiosite scales, determine the result. This ire* the plan on which the governor 
of Pondicherry began to act In onriying it out he fraud an able coadjutor iu 
hot own family. Madame Dupb.ix. though of European parentage, had been 
, a...! brought up it. India Many of the native languages were familiar to 

her, and by giving easy access to the natives enabled her t.. be the fittest medium 
of oomnumicatioh la-tween ... her hnsbaud i„ any course „f intrigue 
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In tills \va}- Ills measure* for extending the mfltitmce and territory of the French 
In India were carried on with espial secrecy inul stiecefca 

While Dnplcix was revolving plans of iiggraiidisemenl; and smoothing the 
way for the nccotnpliBkmenfc of them, the relations between Great Britain and 
France had if/ist-d to he friendly, and the war known as that of the Austrian 
succession wits declared in 171-4. The companies on both sides of the Channel 
supposed It possible that warlike aerations might bo excluded from the countries 
lying within the limits iff the Indian Ocean, and with tills view endeavoured to 
enter into arrangemente which would have left each as free os before to prosecute 
the Indian trade. Had the respective governments sanctioned the arrangements, 
the singular and not ud instructive spectacle might have been seen of two nations 
living [K'ju.’i.-fully with each other in one quarter of the globe while a fierce war 
was raging between them tn all other quarti m But without such sanction the 
proposed nrmngement, though Beriousiy entertained, was a dream. This seems 
ultimutely to have been the conclusion of ?ill parties, for it soon appeared that 
at flic very time when the proposal of an Indian jicntmlity was under disi'ussinri, 
the French government were secretly entertaining a. project which was to tliable 
them, jis -non as war was actually declared, to bring an overwlndming into 
the East., and strike a blow by which English interests there would be at once 
annihilated. 

The project referred to was suggested to the French ministry by Bernard 
Entruytis Mahd tie la Bourdounais, usu¬ 
ally designated for brevity as Lnt)mir- 
donnak He was bom at St Malo, 
apparently of humble parentage, in 1G9!), 
stmi when only ten years of age liegan 
life us a Bailor, by making a voyage 
to the Pacific, During a second voyage, 
made in 173 3, tn the Etist Indies.. he 
employed his leisure In studying unit he¬ 
matic*, under a Jesuit who hiippemd to 
lie r>n board, and kindly undertook to 
idvc him lessona After other two vov 
ages, one to the North and the other to 
the Levant, he in 1710 entered the 
service of the East India Company as 
•econd lieutenant, and had become second captain in 37-4, when he took part 
in an expedition to the Mnlnlmr coast, for the purpose of relieving the settle¬ 
ment of Mahd, which hnd for a considerable time been sntfrring severely 
front ji blockade by the natives. Tike success of the expedition was mainly 
'^wing to his ability; but from some ratsfr not explained, he shortly after 
'putted the company's service and engaged in commerce, making several wuc- 
Vcl, I. S 3 
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wssful voyages, froiu PomHdieny to Bengal and to Mocha m the R*d Sea 
lit the hitter locality he employed his influence in reconciling a serious difference 
whkh had arisen between the Ambfi and the Portuguese. His conduit in 
this matter was gratefully remembered by the viceroy at Goa, who, on & visit 
which Ijibourdomnus paid to that capital, mad* him such tempting offer* 
ttiat lie was induced to enter the service of Portugal The object intended at 
tin' time wns an expedition to Motnhaft, on the east coast of Africa; but tliih 
having been al andobefl, he did not find the scope for Ms talents which he laid 
anticipated, and returned to Franw in ] 733, The following year be obtained 
thr important appointment of governor of the Mauritius, or tiie Isle of France, 
and the Jsie of Boio-bcm, situated in the Indian Ocean to tbs east of .Mada- 
^* wvr - ides had early become known to the Portuguese, and were at a 

Liter period frequented by the Dutch, who gave one of them its name of 
Mauritius In honour of Prince Maurice of Nassau; hut their importance as inter¬ 
mediate stations for ships sailing to m East bad been first discerned by the 

French, who had regularly colonized them, and placed them under a distinct 
governor. 

When Lal>ourdoniiaia arrived at his government in 173a he found ev 
thing m confusion. The two islands bad separate councils, width, claiming 
equal jurisdiction, were constantly disputing ns to the extent of their powem; 
abuses of every kind prevailed, and the capabilities of the soil remained almost 
totally undeveloped The new governor at once saw the greatness and 
difficulty of the task which lay before him, and immediately commenced it with 
characteristic energy. Ere long the face of matters was completely changed. 

I he kiinls of cultivation best adapted for each island were rapidly extended ; 
lieu- towns and village* arose, harbours capable not only of supplying the wants 
of com max*, but of furnishing a rendezvous for ships of war, were tonstrocted 
and fortified; and, government no longer hampered by the selfish aims and 
unseemly quarrels of those who administered it became regular and effective. 

In wnyiIJ ^ an of retesm Labourdtemais often encountered an 

opjxwition which obliged Mm to stretch hi* powers to the utmost, and perhaps 
occasionally to exceed them, tto« who had profited by abuses were naturally 
hostile to the removal of them, while many from mere natural indolence were 
indisposed to great and sudden changes, even when they could not deny thmi 
to be mproyementa A spirit of hostility wps thus engendered, and continued 
tonumitevL Mf ly murmur, ■ "=>.]-k, ii, t . and niisrepresentatioiL These, though 
probably loudest In the islands, were not so effective there aa In France, where, 
the facte being imperfectly known, were easily distorted. The consequence 
was, that while LabourdmmuiPs wua labouring with the utmost zeal and dkin- 
terwtednesi for the public good, he wna generally stigmatised among his mini, 
trymen as little better than a selfish and capricious tyrant He appears nut to 
have leen aware of the amount of prejudice which had been raised against 
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Liui till 1710, when, having visited Europe in consequence of the death of his a.u ire 
wife, he Loti maple proof of the bitterness nncl nnflm ipulou>ness with which he 
was pursued by his enemies 

Labourdonnais took immediate stops to set hmooli' right with the ministry, 
the directors of the company, and the public at large, and succeeded so well that 
not only was Ms resignation refused, but new and important jjowers were com- j^.£ hllVB 
mitted to him. In the interviews wliieh lie had with Cardinal Fleiny and the “ ocodtIMX 
other members of the French cabinet, he (.lid not rest satisfied with ejiculj siting 
himself from absurd charges, but gave a full exposition of his views as to the 
course of policy which ought to be pursued in the East. Assuming t-liat France 
and Great Britain were about to be at open war. he endeavoured to show that 
the maintenance of peace between the two East India Companies wan impolitic 
if not unpoa'iiide, and that no time should be lost in providing a fleet., which, 
cruising hi the In dian Ocean, might be ready the moment war was declared to 
establish a complete supremacy. So satisfied was he of the valuable prizes 
which might be made by preying on the English company, that he offered to 
form it private association, which would tit out » number of armed vesseb at Its 
own expense, and be contented with the profits which might Ik* realized by 
privateering. 

The French gov ernm ent refused to sanction the private scheme, but revived uia 
to effect the same object by means of an expedition consisting of vessels belong- Em. 
iug partly to the navy and partly to the East India Company The command 
was given to LalmurdonnnH who set sail 5th April, 17+1, for the Isle of France, 

His fleet was neither so numerous nor so well equipped as be hud antidpfttcd, 
hut he was Ml of rosottroea in hims elf, and possesses! such a knowledge of naval 
and military attains as enabled him to repair ihe defects of the ships and give 
Liit necessary training to the iivws and soldiers, HLs object was to be ready as 
soon as the declaration of war should reach him to -strike the meditated blow 
In the meantime he hastened to Pondicherry, which was said to be threatened 
by the Mn lira tins j and On learning that the danger hud blown paat, proceeded 


m the Malabar coast, where Main? was once more indebted to him for deliverance 
from a formidable attack of the natives, On ng&bi arriving at the Isle of France, 
in 1742, he met with u bitter disappointment The directors of the French 
East India Company had been somewhat cavalierly treated by the govern¬ 
ment. who had mode all their arrangements with Lnbtftttdonnahj without giving 
tlicm any proper share in their deliberations. Their consent to hi* expedition 
i.idng therefore rather forced than voluntary, they were more disposed to frustrate 
than lu forward it Accordingly, still dreaming of a posable neaatndrtY between 
the etna punier, they easily found a pretext for issuing peremptory orders for the 
return of their vessels to France. Latourduiuuus did not venture to disobey, 
iind thus saw himself deprived of the main part of Ms fleet tit the very time 
when the period for action was to jdi appearance about, to arrive. His first 
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jL P. irid. feeling was again to tender his resigiLutiiH'i; but n. coumiimientiou from the 
French minister approving of his past conduct, mid pointing to higher promo 
Hon. induced him to remain at his [wjst. and make new efforts to assemble n 
fht'ce which might yet enable him to execute his original project He was thus 
employed when the war was openly declare*L 


JJSjf TJlt1 tiritkh government, well aware of what was intended by France, had 
not omitted to make the necemry preparations, A British squadron, eom- 
mju&dtl by Commodore Barnet, and consisting of fcwu ships of sixty, one of 
titty, and a frigate of twenty guns, appeared opportunely in tire eastern sea* 
At hint it cruised in two divisions, in the Straits of Sund* and of Malacca, and 
made several Valuable I' bench prize*. One of the vessels taken was immediate! v 
rendered available by being converted into a forty-gnn ship, bearing the mint 
id the Medway & Prize, The squadron having left the straits, arrived ora the 
OmmmM coast fa tit* &*t tune in July, 17+5, At this tim. ! I , n, h ftod 
1,0 rteet on the coast, and Pondicherry with its fortification* in an mdinLsberl 
stiite hud a garrison of only 436 Europeans It proudficd to be an ea^ capt 
l"3t wan saved by the dexterity of Duplcix, who, aware that force would nut 
avail him. had recourse to diplomacy, Pondicherry, though really independent, 
belonged nominally to the nabobsliip of Arcot This fact was turned to good 
ai-muiit hy the French governor, who, by flattering the pride of the mil il ami 
dniming hi* protection, induced him to intimate to the governor and council 
* J tluit. any attempt by land on the Prench settlements in Aleut would 

be treated as an act of hostility against himself It was represented to him m 
reply, tliat the commander of the squadron, lidding his conmmuon directly froiu, 
tiie King of Great Britain, wo* independent of the Company- but he could ma. 
or would not understand the dwtinctiun, und unly answered, that if his mtima- 
itom wa* disregarded he would bold the Company responsible fm the eonse- 
iiceuces, Ptie time had not yet arrived for treating such menaces with defiance: 
:uid therefore, mi on insurance Srom die nabob tliat he would ileal iinjuirtially 
tietween the C ompim% and issue a similar prohibition to the French, in tb, 
event id any meditated attack on the English settlement*. Commodore Barnet, 
at the earnest entreaty of the government of Madras, abandoned ail idea of land 
npemtionVand, after making a few additional prizes in the Buy of Bengal 
retired for shelter -luring the monsoon to tin- island of on the eastern 

^3i»re In the beginning of 1746 the squadron returned to the Coromandel 
*' and was reinforced from England by two ship* of fift y and a frigate el' 
twenty gnu* Thk however, did not make much addition to its absolute 


Htrengtii, as one of the sixty gim ships Jiaving become unfit for action war hoH 
home, and along with it the'! original feign to. 

TI ''-' E ”* 1M ‘«•"«»«! I>v Uie agreement wlucL b«l !«*,, u-itl, 
USES, , M **• ™ <™Ue »« effect anything ,,f ooweqmaK-e, 

"P 1 " 4 ™ Wnd *** COntinJimg ji cruise reworded only by a few palin' prizes, when intolli- 
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genet* arrived that Liljourdonn&b lu#J at bust effected hb object and sailed for a.d. it« 
India with a fleet which might be expected to pot British prowess to the test 
At tills critical moment Commodore Barnet die*3. at Fiut St Uavid, and was 
succeeded hy Captain Peyton, who was his second in command^ imd veiy im 
perfectly supplied lib place. The squadrons first came in sight of each other on 
thi 35tU <4 June, when the English were cruising on theCoramandd coast near 
Negnpatum lhe French fleet consisted of nine -hips, the largest of which, 
mounting seventy guns, of which sixty wits eightevn-pou riders carried Labour* 

.I'nmiLLs flag The rest of the skips were of much smaller *im and Lighter 
metal, and carried ilh follows:—one, thirty-six; iliree, tliirty-fuur; one, thirty; 
two, twenty-eight; and one. twenty-six guns; ulmnHt all twelve mid eight 
pounders These shi|is n however, were much larger Limn the number of their 
gun> indicates, as Lubotirdonnais, after exerting lumself to the utmi st under 
wry unfavourable cireinnrt&ttces, had been unable to give them their full comple¬ 
ment < Mi the other band they carried more than the usual complement of men, 
having on board 3300. of these 7Ob were Africans or Lascara, and about 300 
unlit fur duty frem sickness. The English had not above half the number of 
men; but, unlike the majority of the French, they were well disciplined; they 
Em I also fewer guns, but more than made u[i for the deficiency by superior 
weight 

All tilings considered, the English squadron had thus decidedly the advan- 
tngc. &« conscious indeed, urns Lulwurdonmus of his inferiority in real naval -,-u i n^.- 
strength, that his great object was to come as speedily us passible to close 
ijuarters, and turn his superiority in the in umber of men to account by buy ing 
recourse to bearding. In this object be wns baffled by the English, wIjosc vessels, 
besides tmiling ftiid mnnucevrifig better than lib, had the advantage of the wind, 
and suceisL*detl in frustrating all the efforts of EalHmrdonmm to deprive them of 
it From the long time spent by the one party in umking and the other hi eoun- 
t emoting those efforts, the fight did net commence till four in the afternoon. 

Owing t'> the distance maintained, it was almost entirely confined to the caiineu. 
xmil lasted till nightfall without any decisive results When the odmluntonts 
separated, it was apparently with the intention of renewing the engagement on 
tin- following day, hut Payton, after obtaining the sanction of a council of war, 
i tr'iiuinl it prudent to sheer off and virtually adcnowledging it defeat, without 
luivhig actually sustained it, made the best of hb way to Ton com alee in 
< 'ey Inn. The only reason a&rigned was the leaky condition of the sixty- 
gun ship. 

LiLlKiunh:muab, who was waiting to rtoiime the fight, wns astonished, when Owfsiv« 

Ujpo morning dawned, to find that he had already gained the victory. He could ■*) 

not pursue as the Wind w:l«+ against him ; and, ill fact, though lie s|ie:Lk* with ^ 

regret of the enemy having escaped him, was not at oil displeased with their 
departure, imismtu.-h :ls Ins loss had been more severe than theirs and hot It the 
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d 1 ' ' frtato of hi* -I lips and wnnt of provisions mast have compelled him speediJv to 
retire. Thanking; his good fortune, he steered directly for Ptindicheny. Imme- 
JLitely on ills arrival ills reception by the governor convinced him that ho had 
liulu to expect from ids co-operation. I>upleii r whose vanity and ambition were 
still greater than his talents, could not eonceal hid jealousy of Lnhounlonnais. 
He saw in him the person whOj m the event of anything befalling himself, was 
destined to be his successor, and lie was mortified to find that an ex [sedition 
destined to not within, the limits of wind he conceived to Lie Ids exclusive juris- 
diction, had been pieced beyond Ids control the only instructions given him 
Living to assist it with his advice and second it with Ids efforts, The feelings 
which rankled in his mind, scarcely disguised at the first, were soon open]v 
manifested, and led eventually to a course yf proceedings which nfined both 
Lubomtionnais ami Dupleix. isamrifietd the French interests in India, and saved 
those of Great Britain from impending destruction. 

jViter s short and unsatisfactory consultation, m which the only point settle I 
v«£Zuk ^ that I-a J ^wdonjiaw first endeavour must be to dear the const of the 
"ul,' ' Sfilludron lie W* «il with that view, and kid the satkfiiedon to learn 

that the danger apprelisnded from it was groundless Judging by wli&t the 
Englkh co mman der ought to lave done, he naturally expected that he would 
soon reappear, and even though too cautious or cowardly to risk a general 
action, would keep hovering on the coast, so as to keep up a constant alarm, and 
m£L ^ e il “Wfit hazardous if not impossible, for the Freach to disembark llieir 
ti"OOjys for the purpose of inuking an attempt upon Madras. This vvjis visibly 
tiie great object now in contemplation, and to prevent the execution of it the 
commander of the British fleet ought to have devoted hb utmost effort. After 
spending a month at Trincom&lee he did make Ins appearance, but it was only 
to repeat Ids former procedure, anti save himself by flight, because he had dis¬ 
covered or imagined, that while his force remained the same, that of the enemy 
,***** augmented by additional gum procured at Pondicherry. 

'.V ' Convinced that he had nothing to fear from the English squadron, Labour- 
***** returned to Pondicherry, and began to prepare in earnest f< r the siege nf 

Mudrna It was a prize worth fighting for, and to all appliance might ho 
gained without much struggle. Within the territory belonging to it, and form- 
ing a tract which stretched about five miles idong the coast and one mile 
inland, a population of ^>0,000 lind been gathered, but nearly the whole of i; 
consisted of natives, by whom it was known that no reaSstonce would lie offered 
Mndnuq itself consisted of three divisions, Farthest north was an immense 
assemblage of huts, huddled together without any order, and occupied entirely 
b> the lowest classes of natives; immediately adjoining this suburb, on the south. 
wm svUat was tiie Blatk Town, containing many good houses, whidi 

belonged to Indian and Armenian merchant and snrremided by a wail of *u 
™ height aQd strength as to be almost uaelesa for defence; south of this lav 
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the town proper, or Fort St George. It formal a parallelogramabout 400 yards i r 
long from north to south, and 100 yards broad It was indued by a slender 
wall, and defended by four bastions and batteries of defective const met ion 



Filin' St. Ciuiut, Niuui, )7ii — fr'ln A (rritil fry Yaii tEjtnl, IL-'j-aJ JjVrnrj, Srilub JIcLtrniji. 


T ,« tx ! were no outworks Within the in closure were an English ami a Roman 
Catholic church, the factory and buddings connected with it, and about fifty 
gi*nd houses, occupied by English, or other Europeans under their protection 
Their whole timber did not exceed 300. Of these 200 were the soldiers of the 
giimson. Few of the C omm on men and only two or three of the officers liad 
ever seen service 

As Lite danger which threatened the settlement must have been foreseen, it is 
impossible to exculpate the authorities from the chaise of gross negligence in i-ArEL 
not providing letter against it. If they trusted to the promise of the nabob to 
interfere fur their protection, as lie had for that of the Freach, they were soon 
made aware nf the folly of leaning on such a broken reed Their application to 
him was disregarded, either because Dupleix hud previously gained his ear. or 
they were ton parsimonious to make a liberal use of the ^nly means which could 
haw rendered it effectual; and Labourdonnais, after completing Ins preparations 
without iiiirmiption. cast anchor ou the 14th of Sep Umber, about four leagues 
snath of Mad rue, with nine shipa and two bomb-vessels On hoar ■<] were 2000 
European manners and soldiers, 400 Africans, 400 Indian natives, and ah the 
artillery anil stores necessary (hr the siege. The soldiers being immediately 
landed began to advance along the shore, while the licet proceeded to take up 
its station it? near Madras as it could safely approach. 

The Fort alone being capable of any resistance, Labouxdunimk naturally < ?-- 
directed his attack against it. and having erected a bakery of nine mortars, on 
an open space to the west, at the distance of 500 yards, commenced tbeWmbiud- 
nis-nt Defence was never seriously contemplated; but immediate surrender 
was delayed in the hope that the English squadron might make its appearance 
Its approach was at one time actually nmimirab and spread such consternation 
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171, 1 anMSl ^ tl » French, tlmt they were preparing to decamp. Unhappily for the 
besfegwl it pittved it JjlW aftmn, rtn l Ljilweidonnius, only urged by it to nn ire 
strenuous exertions, not only (opened another battery to the south, but began to 
cannonade from the sen. All slssc-i ult I uv 1 1 i. ,\v 1 «**mir inua hen t, a ii. J in .. i,. t 
to avert its horrors, a Sag of trace was sent from the town. The deputies who 
aceompanied it proposed a ransom, but Lai ourdonnaw at once declared, that 
though he was not unwilling to entertain smh a prepoBal, it could only lie after 
die rapture was completed by a surrender, Ultimately, after he hud given hk 
word of honour that the ransom would be moderate, Ins terms wm accepted, 
iijhI he entered the town in triumph. Though the siege lasted and the borabard- 
inent continued w ith interanpticms from the IStl. to the »5tli of September, so 
bloodless was it that not one Frenchman was killed, and only five Englishmen. 

..ij.nui^H, ^ ^ capitulation the whole of the merchandise and the moveable 

property passed at once to tin, captort, and aU the English became prisoner of 
WaT - ^ le important point of the nin^m remained to be settled, but the 
honourable and liberal spirit which characterized Lnl<ourdtuuude T proceedings 
made it impossible to doubt that it would lie fiiirly, amicably, and generondy 
arranged Suddenly it was whispered that a serious difficulty bad arisen. 
Etupleix, on the ground that Madras was locally within his government 0 f 
India, Claimed u right to dispose of it So confident was be of pWifog this 
ngbt, or at least so determined was ho to insist upon it, that on receiving* a 
letter from the Nabob of Areot. who had now, when too late, vodenvotired to 
inflict the French from laying sieg* to Madras, be had pacified him by pro* 
inismg that the town when taken would be delivered into bis hands From the 
suWrpierit proceeding*of Duplex it is plate that lie never meant to have fob 
m*l tJtLs promise. It fteniabed him, however, with a pkusibte pre text for 
sending a letter tu Lahminlommis, in which he desired Ibm not to consent to 
any terns „f radtom, and intimated for the firet time that he considered him 
self entitled to speak authoritatively on the subject, 

':SL. . &fore thb letter arrived, the capitulation, including the ransom „ ore of 

tts essential uuudmam, had taken place. As a completed not, Luboimkcu&S 
rouW not honourably rece-U. Nor did be wish it; for. so ft, from tamman* 
m the alleged right of Duplelx to dictate the terms of the capitulation he 
ragaoksl .t ms an arrogant assumption. at total variance with their re-.svtivc 
commissions, Instead of deviating from the comae originally «Wk«l out he 
proceeded to the the amount of tin- ransom. Duplrix now listened onlv to his 
psssmn. and even emleavrauwl to gain bis object by attempting to slim the 
is-raou of Labourdnraada, and tampering with the soldiers under l.is and 
At Pondufteny, also, lie entered on a course of intrigue* „ n d endeavoured to 
gum a kind of sanction to bin proeerih**. by inducing the French inhabitants 
u • 1-t.tme ami protest against the ransom as moat injurious to French intcresta 
labWrdoruuus remained unmoved, and intimated Ids determination not to quit 
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iliulras until every stipulation bo which hr bad consented should I-- honourably \ n. me. 
perfumed Violence having thus proved unavailing, Duplelx saw the necessity 
of changing Ins tuvtira, and while weaving new pretexts for delaying the actual 
restoration of II;i►Lins t ► tile English* solemnly bound himself to carry it into 
effect m soon as certain preliminary arrangements were completed. 

lairing the heat of the quarrel between the two French governors, three a*™< »r 
ships of war. one of seventy-two, and two of forty guns, with iSGfi men on 
Imartl arrived at Pondicheny. Added to the force which Lahnurdomr'-is al¬ 
ready possessed, they gave him such an ascendency as placed all the other 
English settlements in India at his mercy. To ell appearance nothing could 
Q&W save Bombay and Calcutta from sharing the fate of Madras. This petty 
quarrel saved them. L&bourdonnaia, detained by it, lust his tqqmrtunitv. The 
very day after the NUMOm had been fixed, by regular treaty at eleven lacs of 
pagodas. nearly £4 10,000 sterling. the monsoon commenced with a furious hur¬ 
ricane, by which six ships of the French fleet lying in the Madras Roads were 
driven out to sea. One of them foundered; four of the others, including the 
seventy gun ship, were completely dismasted. and otherwise seriously injured 
lit fact, the French marine force in the East was so completely crippled as to be 
afterwards incapable of achieving any thing of consequence. 

Labourslonnids, trusting to the promise of Dupleix faithfully to |perform all uiouni . T , 
the conditions of the capitulation, finally quitted Madras, committing the charge 
of it to a member of the council of Pondicherry. On arriving at tins place, lie 
left as many soldiers and sailors as, with those previously there, amounted 
to 3000 European* His whole fleet no a consisted of only seven ships, four of 
them in good and three in wretched condition. He soiled an the 2dth of 
Qctoluer, intending to proceed for Acheen with the whole; but, when at sea, 
changed ids intention with regard to the three, on finding that even if capable 
of reaching that port, they would lit? unserviceable, and steered with them 
directly fur tine Mauritius. He had quitted that island at the head of a powerful 
armament, with which he was confident of achieving glorious results. How 
mortifying must have boon the contrast presented by his return E Hw misfor- 
tuiKn however, were not yet ended- During his absence he had been superseded 
in his government, and nothing remained for him hut to return to Europe shorn 
of all his honours. The voyage was singularly unfortunate. After passing the 
Cape of Good Hope, he narrowly escaped capture by British cruisers; and, having 
been obliged to prut company with the other ships of the fleet, arrived in the 
West Indies. Here, as war was not yet declared Vtwcen France and Holland, 
he £ook jniisage in a Dutch vessel which t- >uched at Faimuuth. The officials 
there, probably acting on information which had been given them, recognized 
him mid he was carried to London as a prisoner of war. The reception given 
him was equally honourable to himself and to those to whom he owed it All 
das-*:* vied in testifying respect and showing kindness, and when he expressed 
Vol. i, *3 
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A.B.IT4" si wish to return to France, lie found, evt'ii among the directors of the i 'om- 
! i nj on whom hid skill ;nicl process had inJifctod such heavy lassea, n gmierous 
individual ready to become security for him to the whole amount of his fottutnr. 
The very idea of Entity, however, was scouted, and hh parole wns at once 
declared sufficient The short period during which Labour* Ion unis wad less the 
prisoner than the guest of England was the last during which fortune may he 
wdd to have smiled upon (dm The moment he reached his native shore, her 
persecutions again commenced He had perfonned services which entitled him 
to the highest honours Ids country could liestnw. Instead of reward, only a 
dungeon awaited him, and be was immured in the BastUe on the 2d of March. 
1748, Here lie was left to pine away twenty-six mouths before he was per- 
initted to communicate with the council. and though must of the charges made 
against him carried their refutation along with them* and the few which had 
any plausibility were proved to be groundless three vein's elapsed before Ids 
acquittal was pronounced. What could it now avail him? The judicial murder 
had already beencoaijnitted; and after a short straggle with disease and povertv, 
deatli came to his relief. The injustice of which he had been the victim was 
afterwards formally though very inadequately recognized, by a pension to his 
widow, the grant bearing on the face of it that he had died f< without receiving 
any reward fur so many tier vices, or any compensation for so many persecutions.” 


chapter III. 

IWrttling-a of Usa FrocA -il Madw—An attempt of the nalmt upon it ruptaUts! —'Tbe urnu of capita 
lation fllknicu-fullv Tiokt^l— IJnniceoacfiil Afcteraptfl tif tha Fnncb ujkhi Fart Si, D*vwi —Po»«tKofi 
Of tu Erglinli Hlhie under Admiral Boeuwan—-Siq;e of Ptmdkhnrry—Tho ot Al* la-GhapeJlr, 

T the time of Lidwurdonuius' departure, Dupleix stood pledged 
to the restoration of Madras in January, 1747, Meanwhile bin 
duplicity had involved him in a serious difficulty. When only 
anticipating the capture of the town, he hod neutralized the 
threatened opposition of Anwor-u-din, Nabob of Areot, by pro- 
™' A *£ U ‘ t* tl,iikK ' hilu & pteaeat of it- This premise served its purple at the 

^ mv> nti|1 thought no more of it; but the nabob w»a not to he thus 

duped, and on finding that it was nut to l#tj vnliiiiturilv surrendered to him sent 
hb son, Maplmze Khan, at the bead of an army of 10,00(1 men, to take it hv 
force. Dupleix was, or from policy pretended to be afraid, and proposed nego 
tuition. The effect only wm to confirm Maphusse K him i n tl te hd ief that h is amis 
were irresistible, Without listening to the two deputies who had been sent to 
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treat with him, lit) iniprif'cricd them, mu} proceeded to take tip his pu.-ition tie:!!’ a.d, um. 
the spot when? Ltvbourdnrmjiis hud erected hie batteries His subsequent opera¬ 
tions displayed considerable skill A shallow stream which run along tint 1 west, 
slide of the town, and readied the sen. about 700 yards below, wu& so dammed up 
at its mouth by a mound! of wand :ls to form a kind of wet ditchu Tn get rid of 
tliis obstruction, he employed a great number of men to make an outlet fertile 
water by cutting through the mound; and at the same time sent a strong party 
three miles to the north to hike poHsesion of the only spring from which thus 
ini ud hi Lints were suj ij >1 i ed w i th good water, T! i us 11 1 reatoned, Du j 3 ] etx opened 1 lia 
lire from the walls on the £lst of October. He had no idea, however, of sub- tli Nai-.i. 

id jlrnurc rtM 

mitring to the indignity of a siege, und therefore, on the following day, sent out jmu rn*a 
n IkhIv of tOD men to act on the offensive. They Lad with them two held-pieces, 
which they had concealed, and with which, when the enemy advanced with an 
appearance of resolution, they opened, a most destructive fire The Moguls, who 
had never seen artillery so served before, were 1 -onfounded, especially at the 
i -1 [ -i■ lity - of the discharges, turned their bVoiks, and fled with the utmost precipi¬ 
tation The French had not lost a single man. and remained masters of the 
wf'.'le tenand baggage. Muphuz:* Kliau seemed disposed, after collecting Ilia 
scattered troops, to make it stand In the neighbourhood, but oil learning that the 
French expected a reinforcement from Pondicherry, hastened off to St Thonid, 
situated on the coast, about four miles to the south. In this town—which, 
known to die natives as Mafia pur, owes its European name to a tradition of 
being the place where the apostle St Thomas suffered martyrdom, mid bud 
attained great splendour under the Portuguese, though it had again sunk into 
comparative insignificance—Maphuze Khan occupied »i position which, had he 
known to profit by it. would have cut off the communication between Pondi¬ 
cherry and Madras, This was obviously his intention, but he managed so ill as 
only to place himself between two fires, the reinforcement from the former 
advancing to attack him in front, while a detachment of 400 men from the latter 
attacked his rear. The detachment arrived so late that this part of the plan 
failed The reinforcement, however, persisted in their original intention, and 
after forcing a passage across a stream on the north side of which the enemy 
were advantageously posted, drove them back at the point of the bayonet, and 
fill lowing dose upon their heds into the town, where Ixath resistance and retreat 
were impossible, made fearful slaughter. Conspicuous among the fugitives, 
who escaped to the plain to the westward, was M&phtt&S Khan, mounted 
on an elephant, on which the great standard was displayed, These encounters 
with tlie native troops established a new em in Indian warfare The infinite 
superiority of European discipline was no longer doubtful; and from the valour 
displayed by some of the natives who had been ejtcreried in it, and fought on imj 

tlu j French wide, the important fact was discovered that a native army might be ,tn,w 
furmed. and so trained as to become the must effectual instrument of European ' ■ lUr| ‘‘ 
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A11 1 '' • domination l Lie first great ftXemplijfitaitioii, of this fact, if not the discovery of 
it, ia unquestionably due to Duplrix. 

^ bile ciiti^ tliese laurels, tilth governor of Poudiciierry was meditating 
lv ur,-. i an act oi gross iniquity, Hie law of tuition^ as well as isolemn pledges given 
to Labour I o nnaia , bound him to restore Madras in return for n ransom which 
had been stipulated* and the amount of wliich had been fixed by regular agree- 
ment. In Utter disregard of these obligations, he summoned a meeting of the 
inhabitauL"! on the 30th of October, anti there, while the garrison was drawn up 
in arms, caused a manifesto to he read, acquainting the English with the 
injustice which ho lmd resolved to perpetrate, and of which they were forthwith 
to be made the victims. This infamous document annulled the treaty of 
ransom, coiifi.scrited all the property oi the English, and offered them personally 
only the alternative of remaining on parole m prisoners of war till exchanged, 
or Of taring arrested and sent to Pondicherry. Several of them, to escape this 
disgraceful treatment, disguised themselves and found their way to Fort St 
David but the English governor and a number of the principal inhabitants 
were btiw&y carried under escort to Pondicherry, and ostentatiously paraded 
tk'lbre 30,000 spectators. In a similar spirit the threatened confiscation was 
executed with the utmost rigour* and many private famifiesi were utterly 
ruined 

Fm Si DitviJ - tl,H - important English settlement on the Coromandel 
8t u » Vk| coa - t after Minims, became, on the capture of the latter, the scat uf the preri- 
deney The tort situated 100 miles south uf Madras and fourteen south 
4l± Pondicherry was small but strong, and formed the nucleus of a consider¬ 
able territory, including within it the important town of Cuddalore, This 
town, which lies about a mils south of tin- f.-i t, at the mouth of the Penoar. 
was surrounded on Lliree rides by a wall flanked with bastions, and, though 
rn^irly open to the sea, was separated from it by a narrow belt of sand thrown 
up by the waves, and skirted on the north and east by a shallow stream 
The object of Dupleii being to banish the EnglEh entirely from the coast, hh 
Lisk seemed only half finished while Fort Sl David remained in their posses- 
riom No time, therefore* was lost in fitting out an expedition agakrt it 
The command was intended for a Swiss of the name of Parade who was 
recalled for the purpose from Madras, where he had acted as governor under 
Duplerix, and been the willing imetnunenfc of his infamous proceedings, He left 
Iras in the beginning ofDeemukr, with 300 European* and hod proceeded 
j+iiiitli about twenty miles* encumbered with ill-gotten booty, when Mfiphuze 
Klrnm who was burning to revenge hi. disgrace, suddenly mode hh appearance 
at the bead of 3000 borne and 2000 foot Great as was the disproportion of 
numk-ra, P-radia kept the enemy at bay and arrived at the Dutch settlement 
uf Sadraa, ton mile* south of the place, where he was attacked with the loss of 
only twelve men* who were token prisoner and paraded by Mapbmw Klim, ,es 
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proof lit his having obtained a victory, A reinforcement seat fruoi Pondi¬ 
cherry emblwl tin- whole to arrive there without further interruption. 

The foreo destined to act against Fort SL David consisted of IJOf) men, 
mostly Europeans, with silt field-pieces and aa many mortars, Before it set 
out the officer* refused to servo under Paradis, and compelled him by a kind of 
mutiny 1 .1 resign the command to M Bury, to whom it was considered to Ikd ang 
by right of seniority. At daybreak on the 3th of December, the Pemjor, which 
GUIs into the Bern about a mile And a half north of the fort, wu reached and 
immediately crossed, with no show of opposition 
except from a few native soldiers, who fired under 
cover from ti le surrou rid i ng tl tickets. A greater re - 
ststanne had been anticipated, as it was understood 
that the nabob had entered into dose league with 
the .English, and promised a large supply of troops. 

Assuming that lie laid rust fulfilled, and in all 
probability was not disposed to fulfil Ins promise, 
the French resolved to leave the fort behind, and 
make a sudden dash nt the town of Cuddnlore 
There seemed little risk, as the garrison of the 
fort mustered no more than 300 Europeans, and 
100 topa^se#. or natives of Portuguese descent; 
and the whole force without it. for the defence of 
the territory, consisted of a I tout 2U0fl peon*, or 
native soldiers, not disciplined according to the 
example which the French had already set, and sit imperfectly armed, that 
scarcely 300 of them had muskets 

A few of these peons had been stationed in a garden situated about a quarter 
of a mile from the place where the French had forded the river. It belonged 
to ft summer residence of the governor of the fort, and was inclosed by w 
brick wall. which* together witii the house and the court of buildings attached 
to it, might have furnished the means of a vigorous defence. The peons, how¬ 
ever, were not capable of making it, and were no sooner attacked than they 
abandoned the posh The French troops, having now no apprehension of danger, 
began to refresh themselves from the fatigues of their march, and Were sleeping, 
ur cooking, or straggling about without their anus, when n sudden cry arose 
that an enemy was approaeliing from the westward- It proved to be u body of 
13000 horse and 3000 lout belonging to the nabob, and led by his two sons, 
Muphuzo Khan and Hahomed All So great was the consternation of the 
French, that instead of attempting to profit by their position, they rushed out 
and made directly for the river, which, owing to the want of skill anti courage 
on the jiart of their assailants, they crossed without sustaining any serious loss 
except that of their baggage; The garrison of the fort perceiving their flight 
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silliwi out, and, joining the nabob's troops, continued the pursuit for six miles. 
The enemy, brought to bay, faced about and offered battle; but it was not 
thought prudent to attack them, and they were permitted to return unmolested 
to Pondicherry. 

Dupleix, grievously disappointed at the failure of his attempt, determined 
to renew it in a different form, and secretly despatched 500 men in ltoats, with 
instructions to proceed to Cudilalore, and bike it by surprise, by entering the 
liver, and landing on the east side, where it hail no defences. He had under* 
rated the difficulties. While the boats were pissing through the surf, many of 
the soldiers could only suve their lives by throwing aside their amis; and even 
after they had reached the river, were so overwhelmed by a hard gale from the 
south, that they thought themselves fortunate in being able to secure their 
own safety by putting back to sea. Again disappointed, Dupleix turned bis 
arms in a different direction, and commenced a war of devastation within the 
nabob's territories adjoining Madras, Mere passion limy have suggested this 
apparently wanton procedure, though subsequent events seem to prove that there 
\wis deep design in it. His knowledge of the native character made him 
{•erfeetly aware thnt the ualxib would dissolve his alliance with the British the 
moment he was convinced that it was not his interest to maintain it This was 
the conviction to which Dupleix was now labouring to bring him. He had 
little difficulty in succeeding. After a short negotiation, the nabob consented to 
throw his weight into the French scale, recalled his army from Fort St David, 
and sent Maphuze Khan to Pondicherry, where a most poinfious reception was 
given to him, and the new alliance was formally proclaimed. 

It now seemed as if the situation of the British on the Coromandel coast was 
desperate. They had lieen abandoned by their only ally, and after looking in 
vain for assistance from home, had alrmwt ceased to hope for it Ever since the 
capture of Madras the only relief which had reached them was by a vessel from 
Ceylon, which, on the 19th of February. 1747, brought a supply of £60,000 in 
silver for the exhausted treasury, and twenty recruits for the garrison of Fort 
St David. This relief, paltry though it was, could not have come more oppor¬ 
tunely, for on the id of March the French were again seen approaching. They 
were the same troops as before, but the former failure had sc, far humbled the 
officers that they liad been prevailed on to receive Paradis as their commander. 
On reaching the banks of the Pemmr. they were somewhat surprised to find 
that the passage was to be contested. The garrison, as if a new spirit had been 
infused into it, had marched boldly out. end stood posted on the opposite bank, 
with three field-pieces and a troop of horse, composed chiefly of volunteer* A 
cannonade commenced, and was kept up with some spirit till the evening, when 
the French effected a I mssage at a point out of cannon-shot, and the garrison 
deemwl it prudent to retire. By a angular coindJence the garden was again 
occupied, only to be precipitately abandoned. A numl>er of ships were descried 
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approaching the roads. The French only waited to satisfy themselves that they a d. ir«s 
were English and hastened off for Pondicherry*. 

It proved to be tire long looked for British squadron. It had remained Arrtroi.* 
inactive in Bengal, but had at length ventured out, under the command of ■tuuirvn. 
Admiral Griffin. w*ho had arrived from England with two ships, one of sixty 
and the other of forty guns. There was no enemy to encounter it; and partly 
by troops brought with it from Bengal, and partly by subsequent reinforcements 
from England and Bombay, Fort St David was garrisoned so strongly os to be 
beyond the teach of danger. The asj>ect of affairs had now completely changed, 
uud it was tlie turn of M. Dupleix to feel alarm. It soon appeared, however, 
tliat there was not much cause for it Admiral Griffin seemed satisfied with his 
acknowledged supremacy at sea without attempting to derive any benefit from 
it; and the whole season for action [Kissed away with no more important result 
than the destruction of n fifty-gun ship which had belonged to Labourdonnais' 
squadron, and was lying in the roads of 
Madras. On the approach of the October 
monsoon an attempt was made to remain 
on the const, but it wad found impossible, 
and all the ships were ultimately obliged 
to take shelter at Trmcomalee. 

In the beginning of 1748 the squad¬ 
ron returned to Fort .St David, and at 
the same time Major Lawrence, a British 
officer of distinguished merit, arrived to 
take the command of all the Comjxinys 
forces in India. For some months nothing 
of moment occurred In consequence of 
a rumour that Dupleix was alx>ut to renew 
his designs on Cuddalore, Major Lawrence 
formed a camp between the garden already mentioned and the banks of the *»jurUw. 
Penimr. Flere he had remained for some time, when the alarming discovery 
was made, that though not yet disposed to risk a new campaign, the French ltda" 
governor had. with characteristic cunning and duplicity, been endeavouring to 
prejiore for it by tampering with the fidelity of the native troops in British pay. 

The commander of a body of 400 sepoys sent from the English settlement at 
Telhcherrv liad promised to desert with them to the Freucli in the first engage¬ 
ment that should happen; and within the fort itself, an Indian, who had acted 
as interpreter and agent to the English governor of Madras, was ascertained 
to have long carried on a treacherous correspondence with the enemy, by 
communicating with Madame Dupleix in the Malabar tongue. The interpreter 
and an accomplice suffered death, and the commander of the Tellicherry sepoys, 
together with ten of their other officers, were banished to St Helena 
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a b. i7w. A more honourable warfare thin that to vrliich Dupleix hail thus stooped 
was now anticipated. A French squadron of seven large stupa and two souther 

A ^ f vessel^ which hud sailed from the Mauritius in the end of April, were seen on 

•>Louindr the IOth of June sailing in the direction of Fort St David The English fleet 
in tfiB roads consisted of three ships of sixty, three of fifty, three of forty, ami 
one of twenty guns, ami could scarcely have failed, if the enemy lied been 
brought to action, to gain a victory. Unfortunately the admiral mid several of 
his officers were on shore, and so much time elapsed before the shijrs put to sea, 
tlmt the opportunity was lost The French commander, aware of his inferiority, 
hud never into t id ed to light, and had only assumed the appearance of it, the 
bettor to dkguh# his main object, which was to land 400 soldiers and ££00,000 
in silver at Pondicherry. Having succeeded In this, he at omt quitted the 
coast, and left. Admiral Griflin, after u vain attempt to discover him, to reap the 
fruits of what he called his bad fortune, but many designated by a harsher 
umne, The latter wsia the view token by a court-martini iu Enghrad, and 
he was suspended from the service. 

n^CT' 1 ^ duct, while engaged in its fruitier search of the hostile 

s H Uiuiron bad !LJT riVfid at JJildim Fs om the state of wind, some days must neces 
saiilv elapse before it could return to Fort Si David; and an bent was Dupleix 
on effecting the capture in which lie had been so often bafiied, that he lie tor- 
mined to avail himself of t he i nterval in mu king another a ttack on Cmldulom 
Hie force employed consisted of 800 Europeans and 1000 sepoys who, by pur- 
suing a circuitous route from Pondicherry, arrived in the morning of the 7th 
of June at the hills of Band&polsm. Cuddnlore wiu only tliroe miles distant 
and the plan was to halt till the night, and then come upon it bv surprise. 
Major Lawrence, made aware of what was intended, determined to meet Anita¬ 
s' 1111 ly stratagem, and caused all the cannon to be brought from C uddatorv 
jjitoj the fort His object was to make the French believe that he had token 
this step because he thought the place untenable, and meant to abandon it 
without a struggle. The stratagem succeeded; and the French, advancing under 
the full belief that they Wore about to make an easy conquest, had actually 
applied their scaling-Udderu to the walk, when a fire of musketry from 
all the ramparts, and four or live pieces of camion loaded with grape-shot 
opened Upon them The cannon, openly removed by day, had been secretly 
replaced at nightfall, and the garrison had at the same time been reinforced 

Of these facts the French were ...tree ignorant, ni„l hence their cimsUruation 

was extrema The panic seized officers aa well as men, and the whole rushed 
off in headlong flight 

T1,e In,li,ln Sniggle lud hitherto attracted eomjuLmtivdy little untie- it. 
but at bat both the government and the Company bad awakened 
to a toll sen.se of its importance, and resolved to make adequate preparations 
A Iteot consisting of seven ski|>sof the navy, with a Iwmli-sbip and tender, and 
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eleven .ships of the Company, carrying military stores and 1400 regular troops, ad.itk 
sailed from England in November, under the command of Admiral Boscawen. ~ 

At the Cape of Good Hope it was joined by six shijis of the Dutch East India 
Company, having 400 soldiers on board, and after a considerable detention by 
contrary winds, proceeded for the Mauritius, which was seen on the 23d of June. 

It was expected that both this Island anti that of Bourlon would fall easy con¬ 
quests. but the difficulties proved greater than had been anticipated; and after a 
series of attempts rendered futile by gross blunders, it was resolved by a council 
of war that, as the capture, even if practicable, was only a secondary olject, the 
armament ought to proceed forthwith to the Coromandel const, which was its 
primary destination. It arrived at Fort St. David on the 2Dth of July, and 
being joined by tbe squadron of Admiral Grittin, whose sendees had entitled 
him to nothing better than a court-martial, constituted the most |K>werful naval 
force which had ever been brought to the East Indies by any European nation. 

It consisted of thirty ships, thirteen of them ships of the line, and none of them 
of less than 500 tons burden. 

The English at Fort St David were elated above measure, and felt full of rret«m.t., n 

“ ! t tl: 

confidence that they were not only about to recover Madras hut to avenge all iwti. 
the injustice they had suffered, by the capture of Pondicherry. They might chanT * 
well have this confidence, for they were scarcely less powerful by land than by 
sea, mastering in all, for service on shore, 3720 Europeans, 300 tojiasses, and 
about 2000 imperfectly disciplined sepoys. To these was to be added such a 
force as might l>e sent by the Nabob of Arcot, who, suspecting that fortune was 
again to change sides, had cast in his lot with the British. To strike at once at 
the centre of the French power and influence, Pondicherry was made the very 
first object of attack. The heavy cannon and cumbrous stores were transported 
in the ships, which anchored two miles south of the town, while the army con¬ 
tinued its course along the shore. 

The town of Pondicherry, situated eighty-six miles S.S.W. of Madras, occu- ondi' •* 

. „ afjlwdi 

pied a gentle declivity at the south-east extremity of a long flat hill, and cbm?, 
stretched, at the distance of about seventy yards from the si tore, rather more than 
a mile from north to south, and nearly three-quarters of a mile inland It was 
at this time one of the best built cities in India, and, when viewed from the 
sea. presented at once a pleasing and commanding appearance. For the latter 
it was indebted to several conspicuous public edifices, and more especially to a 
citadel which, though of small dimensions, was of considerable strength. It 
stood within the town, and, along with it, was inclosed on the three sides toward 
the hind by a ditch, and n wall and rampart flanked with bastions. The 
eastern side, facing the sea, was defended by several batteries, which were 
capable of mounting 100 cannons, and completely commanded the roadstead. 

At the distance of a mile from tbe walls, a large hedge of aloes and other 
thorny plants, intermingled with cocoa nut and other palms commenced on the 
Vol. I. R 
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A.D. iris, north at the sea-shore, and was carried round, for above five miles, in a regular 
curve, by the west and south, till it reached in the hitter direction the river of 
Arianeoopan. Tills hedge, imjienetrnble to cavalry, and not easily to be passed 
even by infantry, formed, with the river, which fell into the sea a mile and a 
half below, a complete line of defence. So carefully had this object been 
attended to, that at each of the openings made in the hedge for the four roads 
which led from the town to the surrounding country, there wjis a redoubt 
mounted with cannon, and near the |K»int where the hedge joined the river a 
small fort bearing the same name had been erected. 

Owing to the time which had been lost on the outward voyage, partly by 
contrary winds and partly by the injudicious attempt on the Mauritius, the 
season was far advanced when the besiegers commenced ojierationa Every 
day, therefore, was of the utmost consequence, and not an hour ought to have 
l>een spent* except upon some object which would contribute essentially to a suc- 
iv-iay I**,.™ cessful result. Unfortunately n very different principle of action was adopted, 
ouppn. and the troops, instead of proceeding at once to Pondicherry, stopped Hliort at 
the fort of Ariancooywn. From a very extraordinary neglect on the part of the 
authorities of Fort St David, no means had been used, though the fleet had 
long been expected, to obtiiin such accurate information as would lie needed 
wheu the siege should commence. Hence, when Arianeoopan was approached, 
no jierson could l*e found to give any accurate description of its works or its 
garrison An engineer sent to reconnoitre, was afraid to go near enough to 
make the necessary observations, and represented it as a place of no strength, 
though covered by an entrenchment, while a deserter re|)orted that it was 
defended only by 100 sepoys. This information was inaccurate, for the fort 
was a triangle, regularly fortified and surrounded by a deep dry ditch, full of 
pitfalls, and the gnrrlson consisted of 1(H) Europeans and JU)0 sepovs, under an 
active European officer. Admiral Boscaweu, thus grossly misled, ordered an 
immediate assault It was made with the greatest bravely, but with the most 
disastrous results. The storming party jiemisted, from mere shame, after they 
saw' that success was impossible, and did not retire till 150 of their number 
were struck down by musketry and grape-shot, and Major Goodere, the most 
experienced officer of the king’s troops, was mortally wounded. 

I'm*wMtoi This was an ominous commencement, but the next step taken was still more 

reprehensible. When it was seen that the fort possessed greater means of resists 
ance than had been imagined, there was no necessity for remaining before it 
A small detachment would have sufficed to watch it, and prevent any danger 
tliat could have arisen from its being left behind. All this was overlooked, and 
the siege of Pondicherry was postponed till this paltry place could be forced to 
yield. Tlie French were too skilful not to profit by the egregious blunder, and 
by holding the fort as long as possible, gained the incalculable advantage of 
stopping the entire progress of the besiegers during eighteen days. Even at last 
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it wus not so much token ns obiimioned, in consequence of the accidental esplo- m itjh 
don of u large quantity of gunpowder. 

The besieging umiy moved from Arisncoopan on the 26th of August, and 
jiroceixled, alter forcing the redoubt which gn.irded Lhe opening in the hedge 
leading t<» the north-west, to prepare for commenting operations in that quarter, 
the engineers liiiving selected it ns the mo*t eligible. To facilitate the cuinmu- 
niention between the fleet and the camp, the ships were moved tu the north of 
the town. In sieges, the first parallel J& usually nmde within SOD yards of the 
covered way, but so ignorant were the engineers of die commonest rules of 
their profi.-sdon, that when they opened ground on the 30th of August, it wns 
at the distance of 1500 yards. By dow and fek>rious steps, they kept creeping 
on dll they readied the distance at which they ought to have begun, and then 
onlv made the astounding discovery that they hod begun the siege from n 
wrong direction. Between their works and the town by a momss, which, 1>y 
means of a back water, had been flooded Wb u was now to he done? Septem¬ 
ber was already tar spent, and the ruby season would soon commence, To 
commence anew wjls impossible, and the only alternative which remained was 
to retire at once, or to persist in operations which held out little or no promise 
of success. The former part of the alternative waa the wiser, but sliamc 
mingled with other considerations to prevent the adoption of it, and by great 
csertion.% during which many lives were lost two Lotteries of eighteen and 
twenty Four j founders, tlie one of eight stud the other of four pieces of eanneo, 
were constructed on the edge of the morass; these were followed by tw o bomb- 
katteries. The fire, which would have been crashing at a shorter diidance, pro¬ 
duced little effects and was, moreover, returned double by the Riegers- A 
kind <>f diversion was attempted by the ships, which began to baiter the town, 
but,ns those of two tiers could not come nearer than HKH) yards, their fire never 
r hi According to the French account, the only person killed was an old Main- 
bar woman passing along the Street, 

The final result was now only too apparent No impression had been made ^ *»*•*- 
on the defences, sickness prevailed in the camp, and the rainy season hud com¬ 
menced The ships ran the risk of being driven off the const, pertmpa wrecked 
ujKin it; and the country would in all probability become so Hooded, that the 
removal of the cannon and heavy stores, though still practicable, would soon bo 
impossible. To ^rsist would therefore have been madness, and the decision <»f 
n council of war was scarcely necessary to sanction the order w hich was issued 
to raise the siege. Five days w ere employed in the humiliating process, and 
on the Ctli of October, the troops began their march back to Fort St David 
The mortality, by casualty or sickness, bid been very gnat, particularly among 
the Europeans, of whom HI US out of the oi-ighjal 3720, or very nearly a third 
r«f the whole, perished. The survivors* at Least those of them who were respon¬ 
sible for the OjHira lions, had not the satisfaction of thinking that they bad done 
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A-® i"+*- their duty; for die whole siege,, from first to Inst, exhibited nothing hut a 
tissue of monstrous blunders. 

^r f The French garrison, originally 1800 Europeans and 3000 sepoys, lost only 
200 of the former ilm d about fifty of tin* fatter, and were therefore well entitled 
to sing their Te Dtums. Even Dupleix may be excused for the ostentatious 
vanity lie displayed in sending hmdhastic letters to all the native princes, 
including the Mogul himself intimating how Variously he had triumphed 
There cannot be a doubt that, by the issue of this siege, the reputation of tin; 
1 it;neb for military prowess rose in India far above that of any other European 
nation, and that many years and signal victories were required to restore to the 
British the reputation which they had lost 

The British, notwithstanding the disgrace and lass which bad befallen them, 
were still more powerful than their rivals, niui might therefore bo|« for an 
early opportunity of regaining their laurels, Pondicherry was beyond their 
reach, but Madras remained to lie recovered That this would be the next 
object attempted was in itself sufficiently probable. Though captiittd fairly 
by Labourdannais, the retention of it wus a gross fraud Of this Lhrpleix him- 
stdf could not but Be conscious, and hence it is easy to understand bow 
unwilling he was, after incurring infamy in order to obtain the possession of 
it, to incur the risk of having it again wrested from him. His anxiety to 
retain thus eqmilling the eagerness of the original pc&sessora to recover, he 
-verted himself in strengtheniiig its defences At first, indeed, be acted m if 
lie had resolved to mzc it entirely to the ground and commenced the work 
of destruction by laying the black town in ashes. Very inconsistenth with 
tliis proceeding, he shortly after began to make improvements on the white 
town, and had rendered it much more capable than before of standing a siege, 
w hen he bad the mortification to learn that all bin labour was in vain, as Madras 
Was about to return tinramomed and improved to its former possessors. Hosfci- 
il 1^* Iitic * fcet,reei1 threat Britain and France had been terminated by the peace of 
Aix-la-CIwpeile, and possession was to be restored /is nearly as might he to 
the state in which it was at the commenrement of the wan It would he diffi¬ 
cult, and Is not necessary, to decide hew for the interests of tlie two rival com¬ 
panies were beneficially or injuriously affected by the treaty of peace. Tn some 
reflects both were gainers. The British recovered Madras; the French escaped 
frum the disasters which were evidently impending over them, in consequent 
of the maritime supremacy which their rivals had established. 

Non' that the sword had been sheathed, and there wax neither necessity nor 
pretext for keeping up powerful ami expmdve annammt* th,* nature I course 
f r all parties would have been to abandon nil schemes of territorial aggrandise* 
ment, and confine themselves* in accordance with their original profession, to 
the peaceful pttreuite of commerce. On the other band, there were strong 
temptations to deviate from tills course. The Mogul empire w E is only the 
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shadow of wlmt it had once been; in all quarters chiefs who had formerly been ad. i:«. 
subordinate were aspiring to independence, and, to all appearance, a general ” 
scramble for territory was a Unit to ensue. Under such circumstances, why 
should the two most powerful nations of Euro|»e consent to have their hands 
tied up. and to remain inactive spectators of a struggle in which their interests, 
l>erhups their veiy existence was involved? Why should they not become, if 
not principals, at least auxiliaries, and give—or, not to mince the matter—sell 
their skill and prowess to the party able and willing to pay fur them most 
liberally? Such thoughts bad long been familiar to Dupleix, whose imagina¬ 
tion was warmed, and ambitiou inflamed, while he contemplated the possibility 
of associating bis name with the establishment of a French Indian empire The 
su|>eriority of the forces which he could bring into the field could no longer l*e 
called in question. With a mere handful of men he had already put armies to 
flight Haughty chiefs who formerly despised him, had croucliingly courted 
his alliance, and he had only to temper force with policy, in order to compel or 
persuade them to acknowledge him as their master. In the English Company 
no individual had yet appeared in a position which permitted him to entertain, 
or pointed him out to others ns destined U> realize similar views; but there cau 
lie no doubt that, both ut home and abroad, territorial aggrandisement in India 
was by many contemplated as practicable, and longed for as most desirable. 

The question of aggrandisement being thus virtually decided in the affirmative, 

both by France and England, the contest for ludiun supremacy did not cease, Fm»i*»a4 

• • Bhtkk iii 

but only changed its form, in consequence of the peace; and the troops of the i w u* 
two nations, no longer permitted to turn their arms directly against each other, tUluPlL 
had recourse to the expedient of doing it indirectly, by taking opposite sides in 
native quarrels. To show in what manner, to wlmt extent, and with wlutt 
results this was done, it will now be necessary to give some account of that {*>r- 
tion of Southern India where this species of armed neutrality between the 
British and French was first exhibited. 


CHAPTER IV. 

The Carnatic—It* political state—Transactions in Tanjore — Early career of Clire—Siega of Trichinopoljr. 

HE Carnatic, anciently called C'&nara. properly denotes the tract iw-awas-. 
of country where the Canarn language is sjioken, but has long 
since lost its original application, and lias two principal mean- t ** Qin “* k 
ings, one more extensive, and the other more limited; the for¬ 
mer, including under it nearly the whole of the south-eastern 
]K>rtion of the Indian peninsula, from the Kistirn to Cape Comorin, and the 
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AP * attor adopting the same northern limit, but not descending further south than 
the country immediately north of the Coleroon, and nt the same time so con¬ 
fining it on the west as not to leave it an average breadth of more than seventv- 
five miles. In this hitter sense the Carnatic is nearly identical with the terri¬ 
tory which, under the Mogul empire, formed one of the principal provinces of 
the Boulxih or government of the Deccan, and was administered by the sou- 
balidar’s nal*ob or deputy, under the title of the Nabob of Areot, the whole 
nabobship taking its name from Arcot, the capital. The country' thus defined 
consists of two portions, differing greatly in their physical features, and ilistin- 
guished from each other by the names of BaUujhiut and Payeengha id, or the 
land above and the land beneath the mountain passes. The Balughaut. covered 
by a portion of the Eastern Ghauts, is elevated, and forms a kind of table-land 
not so much traveled by continuous ridges as broken up by isolated hills and 
mountains, rising in precipitous masses, and not unfrequently separated from 
each other by deep ravines. The Payeenghaut. on the contrary, is a maritime 
flat, little elevated above sea level, and traversed by the teds of numerous 
streams, generally dry during the hot, but filled to overflowing during the rainy 
season. Immediately south of the nnbokship of Arcot. and separated from it by 
a Ixiundary not well defined, were the two mjokships or Hindoo states of Tri- 
chi nopoly and Tanjore, which, though governed by their own princes, were so 
far dependent on the Nabob of Arcot, who levied tribute from them, not indeed 
in his own name, but as the deputy of the Mogul. 

. The ™l*>*>sl»p of Arcot was held from 1710 to 1732 by an able and popular 
«*utuia chief, of the name of Smlatulla, or, more properly, Saadut Oolla Khan. The 
office was not recognized as hereditary. It was held by commission from Delhi, 
but in the event of the Mogul not exercising, or delaying to exercise the right 
of nomination, a temporary appointment was made by the Soubahdar of the 
Deccan. Such was the regular inode of procedure when the Mogul empire was in 
vigour; but in the state of decay into which it had fallen, the imperial commis¬ 
sion was regarded as only a form, and the right of appointment was tacitly, if 
not overtly contested between the soubahdar and the nabob, the one claiming it 
us bis prerogative, and the other striving to render it hereditary in his family. 
Saadut Oolla haring no Issue, had adopted the two sons of his brother, and left 
a will by which he destined the nabobship to Doast All the elder, and the 
subordinate government of Vellore to Boker Ali, the younger. By the same 
deed he conferred the office of devxtn or prime minister on Gliolam Hussein, 
the nephew of his favourite wife Nizam-ul-MooIk, who. as has been already 
seen, regarded himself as independent sovereign of the Deccan, not having been 
consulted in these appointments, regarded them as encroachments on his autho¬ 
rity, but. owing to other political entanglements at the time, was not in a posi¬ 
tion to give effect to liis resentment 

1) '* urt ' Ali ttt the time of fc* accession, had two sons, of whom the elder, 
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Sufder Ali, was arrived at man's estate, and several daughters, one of whom a.d. irst 
was married to Murteza Khan, or Mortiz Ali, his brother's son, and another to 
a distant relation of the name of Chanda Sahib, whose daughter by a former Ix " t 
nuirriage was the wife of the above Gholarn Hussein, boast Ali s dewan. Chundu 
Sahib, thus son-in-law to the nabob and father-in-law to his minister, naturally 
jwtwessed great in Hue nee at court His ambition tempted, and his talents 
enabled him to make the most of it. Ere long, under a pretext of assisting his 
father-in-law in administering the office of dewan, he had managed to supplant 
him. Not satisfied with the civil power thus placed entirely in his hands, he 
aspired to military power also, and obtained it by ingratiating himself with the 
soldiers. 

The Rajah of Trichiuupoly had died, like Saadut Oolla, in 1732. and, like 
him, also without issue He had destined the succession to his first wife, but it poij 
was churned by a collateral male heir, who, by the support of the eomnumder- 
in-chief, pushed the mnee, or queen, to the desperate step of soliciting the aid 
of the Nabob of Arcot It was readily granted; and an army entered the rajah- 
sliip, ostensibly for the puq»ose of collecting the accustomed tribute, but with a 
secret understanding that it was to support the queen. It was commanded by 
Sufder Ali and Chanda Sahib, and gradually upproaehed the capital, where the 
queeu still held possession, but by a tenure so precarious, that the admission of 
a portion of the nabobs troops was deemed necessary to her safety. She was 
well aware of the danger which she thus incurred, and took what she conceived 
to be an effectual security against it, by requiring C’hunda Sahib, who con¬ 
ducted the negotiation, to take an oath on the Koran, that the admitted troops 
should be employed solely to re-establish her authority, and then be withdrawn. 

He took the oath, but liaving no intention to keep it, took it only on a brick 
wrapped up in the usual splendid covering of the Koran, and no sooner gained 
pjesscssioii than he mnde the ranee prisoner, and hoisted the Mahometan flag. 
Measures had been so effectually taken, not only in the fortress of Tridiinopoly, 
but at various other stations, that the whole country submitted without 
resistance to this abominable treadier}*. 

Sufder Ali returned home, leaving C'hunda Sahib as governor. The office Tnathery 
of dewan of Arcot having thus become vacant, was conferred on Meer AjssuU, 

Sufder Alia preceptor, who, well aware of Cliunda Sahib's ambitious character, 
quickly perceived the serious blunder which liad been committed in making 
him ruler of Triehinopoly. It was more than probable that he would be 
tempted to revolt, and then the tribute withheld would be the least part of the 
hws, as the independence of the nobobship itself would be endangered. These 
representations had their full effect on Sufder Ali, hut were lost on his father, 

Hoast Ali, who, besides being of an indolent temj>er, was disjKwed to judge 
Chunda Sahib more favourably, and refused to sanction any pnx.ve<lings against 
him The £uct, however, tliat such proceedings luul been urged, was not lost on 
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Cliunda Sahib, who immediately took measures for his protection, by putting 
Trichinopoly in a complete state of defence, and intrusting tried friends with 
his other most imjwrtant stations. 

Sufder Ah and Meer Asstid, unable to obtain the nabob's concurrence in 
their designs against L lunula Sahib, determined to pursue them without bis 
knowledge, and entered into a negotiation with the Malirattaa The plan was, 
that the Mahrnttas, under the pretext of levying the chout which the nal wb had 
withheld, should invade his territories, and then, when Clmnda Sahib came to 
his relief, as it was anticipated he would, suddenly unite their forces with Suf¬ 
der Ali, and make a dash at Trichinopoly. By this intricate and tortuous 
policy, they overshot the mark. Doast Ali, knowing nothing of underhand 
arrangements with the Mahrnttas, saw only that his territories were attacked, 
and, with more spirit tlum might have been expected from his age and liahits, 
took post with a handful of men in a pass which was supposed, though errone¬ 
ously, to be the only one through which the invaders could descend into the 
low country. He was here encountered, defeated, and slain. Sufder Ali wlx> 
laid misgivings as to the course which the Mahrnttas might pursue, retired, on 
hearing his fathers fate, to Vellore, while Chundu Soliib, who hud been 
advancing into Arcot with an auxiliary force, hastened back to secure his own 
interests at Trichinopoly. 

Hu* Mahrnttas, aware of the advantage which they had gained, thought no 
more of their engagements with Sufder Ali, and, as a means of forcing him to 
any terms which they were pleased to dictate, commenced their usual system 
of plunder and devastation. Sufder, anxious above all things to he immediately 
confirmed in the succession which had opened to him by liis fathers death, com¬ 
plied with all their demands, and purchased their departure by agreeing to pay 
them. 1 > v instalments, 10,000,000 rupees, equivalent to £ 1,000,000 sterling. This 
was the only part of the treaty made public, but there was another artick* 
kept secret for very obvious reasons, which handed over Chundu Sahib to their 

mercy, and left them free to appropriate as much of his territory as they could 
conquer at their own exjiense. 

On the first new., of the invasion of the Mahrattaa, the late nabob, as well 

“ Sufder M ' and Cl " mda their families and treasure to Pondi¬ 

cherry. winch they justly regarded as far stronger and every way more secure 
tlum any native fortress Clmnda Sahib, moreover, laid in a large store of 
gwam at Tnch.nopoly, which, if it could not be stand out. promised to with- 
stand any effort wluch tbe Mnlrrattas could make to take it lire Mnhnrttas 
seemed to be of tbrs opinion; for immediately on their treaty with Sufder Ali, 
they turned therr faces northwards, and commenced their journey, a, if deter- 
mmed to lose no t.me in regaining their homes It was a mere stratagem, 
fh > h„u calculated that Clmnda Sahib, as so,, os convinced that Urey were 

y g0 “’ WOulJ amslder llU “f grab, unnecessary, and turn them into 
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money. It. was so; and though they had proceeded 27>U miles north-west .f ,i_», 1:44 
Triehnrtipiily, they made sure of their pri&e by hastening buck, and completely 
blockading the fortreast Famine made defence impossible; and niter a siege .hf 
three months, it wilh compiled to surrender at discretion, on the 2 Gth of March, 

1711. The Mahrattas left 14,(100 men under Morari Row, to gtuml their eon- 
fluest, ami came-1 off iliunda Sahib, whom they confined in a strong fort in 
the v icinity of Snttarah. 

Snfder Ali, when relieved from the alarm which Chundn Sahib had given, ctnau.in 
bkw himadf threatened by a still more formidable enemy. Nizam-ul-Hoolk »£'b!L^m 
hud returns 1 to the Deccan, and had given him to understand that, as an imlis- 
pensable condition to Iiis being confirmed as imlsib, be must pay up nil tile 
arrears of tribute‘which had accrued since the death ' f Saadut Oolite His first 
step, *i\i receiving this intimation, was to remove his family and treasures to 
Madras He had formerly lodged them in Pondicherry, but circumstances had 
transpired to convince him that an imcloretanding existed between ClAtnda 
Sahib and Dupleix, and that us Ms interest wbs decidedly opposite to that of 
tike firmer, his true safety lay in courting an alliance with the only nation which 
seemed enable to counteract the- designs of the latter. 

Sufrter Ali niter he bad -secured his treasures in Madras, endeavoured to son™ jur. 
propitiate TCizam-ul-Moolk by pleading jmverty, The Jftdinittaa had impover- wuiTulkL 
iidiyil tlie country, both by pillage and the immenfie contribution which they 
had exacted; and hia finances wen hi canstK|tieiiro so depressed, that he had 
serious thoughts of retiring from the world altogether, and spending the remain¬ 
der <1 f his -lays at Mecca. It La not likely that Niman-nl-Mo Ik would have 
allowed himself'to be defeated of his purpose by ssidi pretences, but Su filer Ali 
was nor destined to feel the effect? ■-! UU resentment for he perished shortly 
after by the hands of an assafsin. The crime was generally believed to have 
been instigated by Mortiz Ali, who immediately caused himself to ln j pro* 
claimed nabob; but, unable to stand the storm of indignation which his atro¬ 
cious conduct raised, was obliged to save himself by flight. Mahomed Snaed, 
an infant son of Snider Ali. was immediately brought forward by the nnny. and, 
contrary to expectation, was confirmed as Ids father’s successor* by Nizam-ul- 
Moolk, who, at last; in 1743, made out Elis promised, or rather threatened visit 
ti- Arc-'t. by numbing into it with an army of 80,000 horse and 200,000 ft Hit, 

Hia presence was nut unnecessary , for the country was rapidly verging towards 
anarchy. Every petty chief \m affecting independence; and on 011 c day no 
IVwrL tl.iiu eighteen. individual-. b.s-iring the title of nabob, presented them- 
selves to do homage to Nizam-ol-Moolk, who gave vent to his surprise and 
indignation by declaring that he always imagined there was only one nabob in 
the Carnatic and tlmt he would whip any of Ills diobhtw, or gold^ticks-in- 
waiting who animmn^d an Individual under that title, 

O' 

Ab Niaam-ub lloolk whs bent on founding a new dynasty in the Deccan, he 
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A - I)1T “ probably judged it good policy to give an exemplification of the hereditary 
principle in appointing to the nabobship, ond was therefore easily induced to 
overlook “y irregularities in the nomination of Mahomed Saned At the 
same time, he made little sacrifice, as he retained possession of the person of the 
infant nabob, and administered the government by one of his officers, Khoj&h 
Abdulla, as deputy. After this arrangement, he inarched with his whole arrnv 
to 1 richinopoly to expel the Mahrattas, and succeeded, by presents and pro¬ 
mises. without being obliged to strike a blow. Having thus settled matters to 
his satisfaction, he returned to Goloonda. Khojah Abdulla, who laid accom¬ 
panied him. remained in command of the array till the spring of 1744. when 
he took tormnl leave, with the intention of resuming the government of Arcot 
The veiy next day he was found dead in his bed, without visible marks, but 
certainly not without the suspicion of poison. Assuming that he was poisoned, 
public opinion agreed in fixing the crime on the person who profited most by it 
*n W xLb ThLs was Anwar-u-din, who immediately stepped into the place which had 
«caw>c belonged to Khojah Alalulla, and lost no time in setting out for Arcot The 
young nabob, however, still stood in his way. It is almost needless to say that 
it was not long, and that another assassination, to which Anwar-u-din and the 
infamous Mortiz Ali were believed to be the instigators, made the nabobship 
once more vacant. Anwar-u-din was forthwith confirmed in the office, no longer 
as deputy but as principal. He was, however, most unpopular. The stain 
which was fixed on him as the supposed murderer or associate in the murder of 
Mahomed Saaed could not be wiped away by all his protestations; and the 
inhabitants of the nabobship could not be reconciled to one who, even if lie 
could be supposed innocent of the murder, did in fact owe his government to 
the extinction of their favourite race of native princes. 

11 lia ~ s Jtirwul - V been 8een how Anwar-u-din interfered in the hostilities 
between the British and the French, and pissed from the one side to the other 
according as he imagined that his interest might lx* alfected Owing to his 
uncertain and vacillating conduct, Duplelx appears to have become satisfied that, 
as he could never be useful to him as an ally, the true policy would be to cripple 
him as an enemy, by gi ving him full employment at home. The most effectual 
means for this purpose were easily discovered Chunda Sahib was still a prisoner 
with the Mali rattas. but had so many powerful connections in Arcot, that could 
he obtain his lil)erty, and be set up as a claimant for the nabobship, he would 
probably carry the national feeling along with him. In the event of his success, 
French interests might be greatly extended by express, stipulations previously 
entered into for that purpose; and even in the event of his failure, more oppor¬ 
tunities might occur of forming new and valuable connections with native 
powers. A scheme so much in accordance with the ambitious views which 
Pupleix had long entertained was not to be delayed, and he therefore began at 
once to give effect to it by employing some of the members of Chunda Sahibs 
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family, still resident in Pondicherry, as the medium of communication. Chunda ad. ito. 
Sahib, as might be expected, gladly embraced a proposal which promised at the 
very outset to give him his freedom. The Mahnittos were equally inclined to niUQ,u s* 
come to terms. So loug as Sufder Ali lived they had a special interest in detain- -*u«i \. y 
ing their prisoner, because if they allowed him to escape, the instalments to which 
they were entitled under their treaty would not be paid Since his death the 
case had xdtered; for Anwar-u-din, thinking perhaps that he could set the 
Mahrattas at defiance, positively refusal to fulfil the obligations undertaken by 
his predecessor. The Maliruttas, therefore, had no longer any interest in 
detaining Chunda Sahib, and readily struck the bargain by which Dupleix 
agreed to pay a very’ heavy ransom for him. The sum is said to have been 
700,000 rupees (£70,000). 

Chunda Sahib, attended by his son Aabid Sahib, a few friends who had clung !iui«t»o»a 
to him in misfortune, and a small Mahratta force, left Snttaruh in the beginning 
of 1748, and proceeded south by slow steps, hoping to be able gradually to 
rally an army around him On reaching the Kistna, the Rajahs of Chitteldroog 
and of Beilnore, then at open war, applied to him for aid. He gave it to 
the former; anil on the 24th of March a battle took place at Mvaconda, in 
which he was defeated and taken prisoner, and his son was slain. He was 
carried in triumph to Beilnore, but soon regained his liberty, and saw his for¬ 
tunes suddenly assume a promising npi>earanee at the moment when they seemed 
to have become desperate On the very day when the battle of Myaconda 
wns fought, Nizam-ul- Moolk died. Anwar-u-din thus lost his protector ut the 
tune when he stood most in need of him; and Chunda Sahib obtained powerful 
nasistauce from a quarter to which he had never looked for it It will be 
necessary, however, before entering on the series of events occasioned by the 
deatli of the Xizam-ul-Moolk. to attend to a transaction which occurred about 
the same time, and in which the English East India Company became committed 
to a course of policy at variance with that which they luid previously professed 
to pursue. 

Shortly after hostilities ceased between the British and French, a native tw Cm 
prince of the name of Saujohee arrived at Fort St David, nud applied for aid ,oiv™i 
to reinstate him on the throne of Tanjore. Seven years hod elapsed since he 
had lost it and yet, according to his own account, he was not only the lawful 
heir, but so powerfully supported tlint he had only to appear at the head of 
a small force in order to insure success. His application was certainly made at 
a favourable time. Peace hail been suddenly proclaimed, when the British, 
ashamed of their discomfiture at Pondicherry, were earnestly longing for an 
opportunity of regaining their laurels. A large body of troops was assembled 
and ready for action; but according to all ap|>eurance, from the mere want of 
an enemy to fight with, they would be obliged to return to Europe without 
having performed a single achievement It is not wonderful tlmt under sueli 
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\ d circumstances the application of Saujohee was welcomed by many. The motives 
which influenced them, however, were not such as the governor and council of 
the presidency could adopt, and their resolution to give assistance was placed 
on very different grounds. Besides endeavouring to secure the Company against 
loss by binding Saujohee if successful to l>ear the whole expense of the war, 
they also stipulated for the cession of the fort of Devicotta, advantageously 
situated at the mouths of the Coleroon, and of the district attached to it. On 
such low grounds, and for such selfish objects the Company were made to appear 
for the first time in the very questionable character of mere mercenaries, lending 
out their troops for hire, and sending them to spend their blood in a native 
quarrel with which they luul no concern. 

* The kingdom of Tanjore, in which this injudicious campaign was to be 

carried on, consisted of a tract extending from the Coleroon southwards aloug the 
coast alnuit seventy, and inland about sixty miles. It had fallen into the hands 
of the Mahrattas in the time of Sevajee, and was appropriated by his brother, 
Venkajee, who died after a reign of six years, leaving tliree sons. It passed to 
all of them iu succession in the order of their birth. But on the death of the 
last, us they had all left children, a number of rival claimants ap|>eared. and a 
civil war ensued, during which three irregular successions took place within seven 
years. The whole power of the government had been usurped by Seid, the 
commander of the fort of Tanjore, who set up puppet kings at pleasure. In 
tills way Saujohee, after wearing the crown for several years, had been set aside 
to make way for Pertaub Sing, his illegitimate brother. It is obvious from this 
account tlint the nctual possessor of the throne of Tanjore at the time when 
Saujohee made his application at Fort St David was an usurper; but this affords 
no justification of the conduct of the governor and council, who had no right to 
embroil the Company in a war for mercenary objects, and who had, moreover, 
on several occasions not only recognized him as sovereign, but courted his 
alliance. 

The force by which it was expected that Saujohee would recover the king- 
Capuia dom of Tanjore, consisted of 430 Europeans and 1000 sepoys, with four field- 
pieces and four small mortar*. The troops, accompanied by Saujohee, and com¬ 
manded by Captain Cope, set out iu the end of March, 1749; the battering cannon 
and provisions proceeded by sea in four ships, two of them of the line. Much time 
appears to liave been lost, for it was the 13th of April before the army encamped 
on the banks of the Valaru, near it* mouth at Portouovo, though the distance 
from Fort St David did not exceed twenty miles. Time, however, was not the 
most serious loss. The wrong season had been chosen. The change of monsoon 
from north to south took place on the very evening of their arrival, and was 
accompanied with a dreadful hurricane, which continued to rage till four o'clock 
next morning, and with such fury, that many of the draught bullock* and lioraes 
were killed, the tents of tire camp were blown to rags, and all the military stores 


Ga*p. IV ] 


EXPEDITION AGAINST TANJORE 


+37 


were much damaged At sea the ravages of the storm were still greater- The v u. ire 
Pembroke, a sixty-gun ship belonging to the expedition., was wrecked, only six 
of .her crew escaping It was in the same storm that the Namur, of seventy-four 
guns, on whkh Admiral Eoseavvn > dng was hoisted and the finest ship of 
her ssize in the English navy, perished with 750 men. 

A fter another delay, rendered necessary by a march to Porto novo to repair pnnwn*> 
the dun age which bod been sustained, Captain Cope reached the northern °** 
branch of the Colpooiu Here he encamped find entrenched, because he was 
afraid to advance till better informed of the kind of reception that might be 
anticipated. It soon appeared that Saujoheea representations were not to be 
confirmed Xg persons of rank declared for him, and not a single squadron 
joined Ids stimilard, while Porta nb Sing's troops were seen moving up and 1 m wit 
on the opposite bank as if to dispute the passage Captain Cope thought it 
Imprudent to put them to the test, and remained where he was, till he waa 
reinforced from Fort St David Vrith 10t> Europeans and 5(H) sqiOys, Hr now 
Ventured to proceed, and discovered that he might safely have done it Ijefore, as 
scarcely any resistance was offered Difficulties, however, soon multiplied upon 
him The line of march was through a tldck wood which exposed them to a 
gulling lire from parties of the enemy concealed in it, wlule the open plains were 
covered with hirge bodies of horse and foot moving on their flanks and rear. 

The position was really perilous, and seemed still more so because the English 
troops who had not before been brought face to face with an Indian army, milnr 
ally overrated the advantage which it derived from vast superiority "■f numbers 
A general :dami was consequently hit, an alarm which might have grown to 
a. fatal [ had not the steadiness of the artillery kept the enemy at buy while 
a retreat to the river was effected. Hero a council of war was deliberating 
whether to proceed or wait, when positive orders from Admiral Biwaweti to 
advance on Devi cotta at all events, left no alternative Happily a line of 
rood, leading through a compurativdly open country along the banks of the 
river to the sea-coast, was accidentally discovered by some of the soldiers. Pur¬ 
suing it without much annoyance, the troops, after a march of ten mile*, halted 
i n the evening a mile east of the town. 

The ships were anchors] near the mouths of the river, not mare than four Fniiu^ . r 
miles from the camp, ami yet imperfectly were the means of intelligent* pro- 
viiJetL, that, they were not aware of each others presence- Tlie excuse afterwank 
given was that the intervening ground was low and covered with tree* What 
was now to bo done? The battering camion was on board the ships, and the 
troops had only three days provisions, A sudden assault could not succeed, as 
thy walls were too high to be escahided; ;l proposal hi advance the field-pieces, by 
night, and gain an entrance by battering In the gates, was rejected, perhaps 
l whilst it was too rational for Captain Cope to approve of it; and the childish 
resolution was adopted of trying to terrify the place into a surrender by 
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_ throwing shells into it In two nights of this foolish work nil the shell* were 
exfiendetl and nothing now remained but retreat It was accomplished w ith 
much more difficulty and loss tlian the advance; and the troops, after a long 
and harassing inarch, returned to Fort St David, with nothing letter to detail 
than misfortunes and blunders. 

The presidency having undertaken the cnuse of Saujohee, had still two, and 
only two, honourable courses before them. 'Hie one was to persevere in his 
name; the other was to alwmdon the contest altogether. Declining both these 
courses, they devised a tliinl, which, though it enabled # them ultimately to gain 
their object* left a stain on their reputatioa They made no scruple of abandoning 
Saujohee. but felt a stronger longing tlian ever for Dericotta. It was deter¬ 
mined, therefore, to wrest it from its rightful owners, at all events, whether by 
force or fear. A new expedition was accordingly fitted out, and with much 
more prudence tlian before. It was commanded by Major Lawrence, the officer 
of highest reputation in India, and escaj>ed the fatigue and dangers of a laud 
march, by proceeding at once to the scene of action by sea. Six ships, three of 
them of the line, carried the Europeans, 800 in number, with the artillery and 
1 *>00 sepoys accompanied them in large boats used by tlie natives 
for coasting. Haring arrived and anchored in the mouth of the Coleroon, the 
troops and stores proceeded in boats up the arm leading to Devicofcta. and were 
landed on the t«ank opposite to it This position was chosen, both because the 
ground on the other side was marshy, and the Tanjore army lay encamped 
under the walls. 

The fort about a mile in circuit, formed an irregular hexagon, inclosed by a 
brick wall eighteen feet high, and flauked by square or circular towers. The 
attack was marie on the eastern side by four twenty-four pounders, and in three 
days the breach was pronounced practicable. The great difficulty now was to 
cross the stream, which besides being dangerous from its rapidity, lmd woody 
banks, from which the enemy were prepared to defend the passage. It was 
nltimateh effected by .John Moor, a ship-carpenter, who uot onlv contrived a raft 
ca]»ahle of earn ing 400 men, but swam the river during a very’ dark night with 
a rope, which was attached without being seen to the root of a large tree on 
the one side and to the raft on the other. By this contrivance the whole troops 
were transported, and soon succeeded in clearing the thicket*. The enemy 
luid not attempted to repair the breach, hut learning from it the direction in 
which the final attempt would be made, endeavoured to counteract it by forming 
an entrenchment, which stretched from the banks of the river across this side of 
the fort This entrenchment though not finished when the troops crossed, pre- 
sented a serious obstacle to further progress, the more especially that in front of 
it there was a deep and miry rivulet The attack, however, was resolved upon; 
and Clive, who had finally quitted the civil for the military service, and attained 
the rank of lieutenant volunteered to conduct it His offer was accepted. 
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and he advanced to the rivulet with a platoon of thirty-four Europeans and 700 ad. ir«. 
sepoys. The Euroj>eans and part of the sepoys having crossed without much diffi- 
eulty, Clive hastened on to take the entrenchment in flank at that part where 
it remained unfinished. The Europeans kept close by him. but the sepoys who cto!" ** 
had passed remained at the rivulet, waiting till their companions from the other 
side should join them. Clive and his handful of Europeans thus left their rear 
completely exposed. The enemy at once saw their advantage; and a party of 
horse, who had stood concealed on the south side between the projections of the 
towers, rushed out and were within a few yards of the platoon, before they saw 
their danger, or could face about to meet it In an instant, twenty-six of the 
party were cut down; only four escaped. Clive, reserved for greater t hing s was 
one of them. A horseman had lifted his sword to strike him, but he escaped 
the blow by stepping nimbly aside. 

On this disaster, Major Lawrence lost no time in advancing with all the cki*u»uf 
Europeans in a compact body. The trench was easily carried, and the Tanjorines, 1>OTkT * t * 
after attempting in vain to repeat the manoeuvre which had proved so fatal to 
Clive’s little band, began to save themselves by flight No resistance was 
offered at the breach, and the fort when entered was found completely evacu¬ 
ated The real object of the expedition being now accomplished, the presidency 
had no longer any taste for Tanjorine warfare, and only kept up a show of hos¬ 
tilities till they should be able to secure their new conquest by regular tn*aty. 

It was not necessary to wnit long, for the king, though naturally indignant at 
having been involved in hostilities with a foreign power which he Imd done 
nothing to provoke, had no inclination to continue them. On proposing terms 
of accommodation he was surprised and delighted to learn that the claims of a 
rival to his crown were not to be insisted on, and that if a pension of 4000 
rupees was settled on Saujohee, for the sake of saving appearances, effectual 
steps would l)e taken to prevent him from giving any further trouble. In short, 
the presidency, instead of continuing to be his protectors, would condescend 
to act as his jailers. In return for their generosity in thus sacrificing him, 
all they asked for themselves was Devicotta, together with a« much of the 
adjoining territory as would yield an annual revenue of 9000 pagodas (about 
£330), and also the expenses of the war I This last stipulation, all tilings con¬ 
sidered, was utterly disgraceful to those who exacted it; but the king was not 
in a condition to resist, for events had just taken place in Arcot which made liim 
aware that ho might soon be engaged in a deadly struggle with still more 
formidable enemiea 

As Clive was first brought prominently into notice during this Tanjore E*rfr ufc or 
campaign, it will l>e proper in concluding it to prepare for the remarkable career ai? ' L 
on which lie was now about to enter, by giving some details of his earlier life. 

Robert Clive, the eldest of a family of six sons and seven daughters, was 
born on the 29th of September, 1725, at the mansion of a small estate called 
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Styche, situated in the parish of More ton-Say, near Market-Drayton, in Shrop¬ 
shire. His father, Richard (.’live, possessed the alwve estate, and added to the 
rather scanty income which he derived from it by practising as a lawyer; his 
umther was Rebecca, daughter of Nathaniel tinskill, of Manchester. In this 
city he spent his childhood in the family of Mr. Baylev. who had married his 



mother s sister. According 
to this gentleman he was in 
his seventh year of a tierce 
and imperious temj>er, and 
“out of measure addicted” 
to fighting. From Manches¬ 
ter he was sen[ while yet 
very young to a school at 
Lostocke, in Cheshire, taught 
by L>r. Eiton. who is said to 
have predicted, that if “ he 
lived to be a man, and op- 
portunity enabled him to 
exert his talents, few names 
would l*e greater than hia” 
From Lostocke he removed, 
at the age of eleven, to a 
schcx>1 at Market-Drayton, 
where lie took a lead among 
his schoolfellows for mischief 
and flaring, and was one 

Bn»tirf, Li>u> Ctr*x—Fmin Um jrictare by Dum*. < uj.tu>c 1 in lliomillg SCCn SCfttcd on U 

XiMniUrfd*. 

stone spout near the top of 
its lofty steeple. A few years later he attended the Merchant Tailore’ School 
in London. His last school was at Hemel-Hempstead, in Hertfordshire, where 
he was in 1713. when he was appointed a writer in the sendee of the East 
India Company. 

His destination was Madras, which he readied late in 17**. The vovage 
was tedious, but he appears to have turned his time to good account for during 
a nine months' detention of the ship at Brazil he made himself familiar with the 
Portuguese language. His letters, written to his friends nt home shortly after 
he had entered on the duties of his office, display a kindly, thoughtful, manly 
spirit, and are so well expressed as to justify a doubt of the accuracy of the 
statement which has been made, that he idled away his time at school. and was 
in consequence very* imperfectly educated. To one he says, « I must confer, at 
intervals, when I think of my dear native England, it affects me in a very ]ar¬ 
ticular manner; however, knowing it to be for my own welfare. I rest content 
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and ^Hliing tins views for which my father sent me here nwy p in 

all rcapeote, be hilly n^vmpbdied” To a cousin of Ids mvn age be opens Ids 
heart more fully and write* its follows:—” X redly think the advantages which 
accrue to its lit re are greatly overbahuiwd by the sacrifices we make of our eon- 
stitiitions. I have not l>een unacquainted with the fickleness uf fortune, and 
muv saJ'ely say, 1 hare not enjoyed one happy dny since 1 left my native 
country, I am not acquainted with any one fiunity in the place, and have not 
assurance enough to introduce myself without being asked If the elate l nm 
now in will admit of imy happiness, it must be when J niu writing to niy 
inrnitU Letter surely were first invented for the comfort of such solitary 
wretches as myeel£" 

These extracts have a tinge of the melancholy to which he was constitu- C ’ t)v-J ■«« 
tiondly subject, mid which was doubtless aggravated not merely by the Well- 
ness referred to in them, but also by an employment to which be appears from 
tlie very first to have had n decided aversion. As yet the diameter of the 
Company was almost entirely mercantile, ami the writer spent his time v'ery 
nmch its ordinary clerks do In huge commercial establishments While thus 
employed Clive’s temper occasionally gave way ami the secretary tinder whom 
wnrers were placed on their first arrival was so offended at something he had 
anid or done, that he complained of him to the governor He was ordered to ask 
tlie secretary's pardon, and complied; but shortly after, when that gentleman 
with great kindness, wishing to bury the post in oblivion, invited him to dinner. 

In; tenevd the ungracious, surly, and half vindictive answer. "No, sir; the 
governor did not command me to dine with yon." Other intemperate acts 
luizaiilkg tint loss of his situation, are recorded; and hi is even said to have 
mads an attempt on his own life. The account given is, that an acquaintance 
calling upon him was asked to take up a pistol which was lying in the room, 
and tire it out .if the window. On seeing that it went off, Olive, who vm 
sitting in a very gloomy mood, started up. ils if astonished, and exclaimed, 

'Well, I am reserved for something! Thai pistol I have twice snapped at my 
own head The hist act of his life makes this story not improbable 1 , ami yet 
it cannot tie considered as perfectly authenticated. 

If wont of congenial employment was one of the main muses of this wild 
and reckless conduct, the remedy was at hand Inbouidmmidtf attack on 
Madras in 17Mi must, for the time at. least, have converted every servant of the lu,ri ' 
Company within it into n soldier. No record remains of the manner in which 
hlKe coni ported 1 1 i msel t, but it can scarcely be doubted that hail defence been, 
attempted he would hnveWen found among the foremost As it was. he only 
sliarerl the fate of his fellows, and was stall resident in the town ns a piuwoer 
of war, when Dnpleby by grossly violating the terms of capitulation, freed him 
from, his parole, and left him at liberty to consult his convenience or sdVtv 
in any way he pleased On this occasion he wjt* one of them* who es^iritd, cfo- 
^ot- I, 
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^ ™ 83 tmiwes, and succeeded in reaching Fort St David Herat shortly 

liis arrival, he became involved in a transaction which gave him more 
notoriety than fame. Two officers, who had won money at cank were strongly 
suspected of having played unfairly, but most of the losera were terrified into 
payment Clive, who was one of them, was not te be ao bullied, mid distinctly 
dedared that lie uould not jiny, -simply liecau.se the money was not fairly 
won. The officer whom he thus accused challenged him. The parties met. 
it is said without seconds. Clive having fired and missed; las antagonist «m.e 
uj\ and holding the pistol to his head, told him to aak his life " He did so, 
iitid Kras then told tbit he must also retract his charge of unfair play. He 
refused, and when the pistol wax again placed at hU head eacdaimed,*« Fire, 
a ud I k ^ -■ I Siiitl v ou cheated ; I sap so still, find I will never pay you, 

Tim officer, hi osteniskmenl, threw away Lb pistol, raying that Clive was mad 
11 k P mbahle that at Fort Si David Clive resumed Ids occupation as a 
writ ^’ l jut J t only as a temporary expeffienfc He had found his true ™»- 

tion, and in 17-17 obtained an ensigns couunisaioa. The hopes already enters 
tabcsi or him appear from the letter of the court of directors of this year te 
the presidency of Madras. After alluding to the c*|*«ra by Labourdonnok 
they say 'Be sure to encourage Ensign Clive in Ids martial pursuit according 
to his merit: any improvement he shall make therein shall be duly regarded 
by m" His first recorded servtea alter he obtained Jus oatnmkfiion was at the 
mismanaged siege of Pondicherry, where he attracted much notice by activity 
o " 1 gallantry. Strange to my t rumour at this very time charged him with 
an act of WTOdioa While pealed at a battery the ammunition failed and he 
ran (tff to ^ Tin a k instead of sending a sergeant or corporal An officer 
imilidoUHly instated that it w» not ad but fear that had made him mn. 

( five, the moment he was made aware of the insinuation, called upon the 
officer to disavow it, and on receiving only an uimtisfoctoiy explanation dml- 
kmgal b.m. While they were on the way to the place of meeting some 
irritating words passed, and he was struck by his opponent Their swemb 
wore instantly drown* hut some praams present interfered and prevented them 
from fighting. Their conduct was made the subject of a court of in-miry, and 
as the falsehood and malignity of the insinuation were easily proved the 
author of rt wo.s ordered to ask Clive's pardon in front of the battalion to 
winch tht$r both belonged. Here tin* matter ought to have rested, but as no 
notire had been taken of the blow* Olivo insisted that satisfaction wa* .till 
due. On ite.being refused, U waved his can* over the head of hk antagonist 
and branded fum as a coward 11 would seem that he re.-dly was so for ho 
submitted to the disgrace, and next dnv resigned bis commission. 

f } ** the narrative of Clivus life to the date 

of th, second Tagore campaign, in which he has been w volunteering to lead 
the assault on Unvote, and making a hairbreadth escape with his life during 



CttAP. IV.] 


THE AT FA IKS OF T AS JOKE. 


443 


the act of dating. The insight thus far obtained into his dm meter disposes ad ito 
us to regard him as a man of a gloomy cast of mind, and a hot, ini table temper; 
jeaLoua of his honour, and quick to resent an injury; bold even to fo-'lh&rdinesH, 
yet collected in the [Didst of danger; never losing Ins presence of mi mi hut 
always performing his jtart fearlessly, with indomitable energy and perseverance. 

Ah yet little opportunity lias been given for the display of these qualities, but 
they will soon tind a proper sphere, and make their possessor the hero of great 
events. 

in concluding the account of the Tanjnre CJuupiiga, it was- observed that the 
kings submission to the luirsh and unjust terms imposed upon liim was partly iii*- 

owing to the danger with which he was threatened from another quarter. The " 

events in which this danger originated must now be explained Nimiii-ul- 
Moolk left sis sons. At his death Glinzbu-dln, the eldest, was high in office 
at the court of Delhi, and easily obtained from the emjneror, Ahmed Shah, a 
confirmation of his succession to the soubah of the DeceaiL Other engagements, 
however, prevented him From attempting immediately to take possession, and 
rival claimants, taking advantage of Ills absence, began to contest the succes¬ 
sion. On the one- side, Nazir Jung, as the second sou of Nizam-ul-Moolk, pre¬ 
tended to have become Lawful heir by an alleged renunciation of his elder 
brother; on the other side, Hedayet Hohy~u-diti Khan, afterwards known by 
his title of Muzznffer Jung (Victorious in War), though only the sou of Nizam-ul- 
Mpolks daughter, claimed in virtue of an alleged will, by which bis grandfather, 
with whom he had always been a special favourite, had left him the soitbah of 
the Deocan and the greatest part of his treasures. Nazir Jung had the start 
h ■ f his competitor, and ga inin g possession of the treasures. possessed the most 
effectual means of securing the favour of the army, MuzziiHcr Jung's cause 
had in consequence become almost hopeless, when he was unexpectedly joined 
by Chun da Sahib, who, encouraged hy promises of aid from Duplcix, was pro 
paring to contest the right to die itabobehip of Arcot with Anwar-u-din. The 
union between MuzzufFcr Jung and Cbunda Sahib was founded not only on 
mutual interests, but also on similarity of fortunes, inasmuch as they were both 
claiming on n female title. 

The combined forces, firming a respectable army, immediately advanced to ^ 
the frontiers of the Carnatic, and were there joined by a powerful reinforcement 
froin Pondicherry ft co masted of TOO Europeans and 2000 sepoys, under the 
comm And of M d'Auteuil. who had been allowed by the blundering of the 
nabob to make their march across the low country without molestation. Seeing 
the aid given to bis enemies by the French, Anwar-ti-din's natural course would 
have been to strengthen himself by an alliance with the English; but whether 
he was bo confident in his own might that he disdained to ask assistance, or the 
tuLsemhle expedition to Tinjure tint! made them averse, or left them too feeble 
to afford it, he advanced unaided to the encounter. His army consisted of 
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12,000 cavalry ami 8(300 infantry, with which lie took up a position with 0134 ; 
Hiuii resting on the lull-fort of Aaiboot. ubout fifty miles west of Aloft, tur .1 
the ether on a hill boismling one of the passes into the Carnatic. If he ckiee this 

spot under the idea tl rjit it 
commanded the only prac¬ 
ticable entrance into hla 
territories, he wm mis¬ 
taken ; but the eneinv, 
though probably aware nf 
ilia blunder, did not attempt 
to profit by it. Their num¬ 
bers doubled his, and they 
doubtless deemed it more 
creditable to force his jkvsb 
Lion than to evade or turn 
it The brunt of the action 
■ ■is their port felt nn the French troops, wlu> gallantly carried the position, 
nfter they bad been twice repulsed. The content was now hopeless, but 
Anwar-uxlin continued it with great bravery till he was slain, lib two sons, 
ihiphuze Khun and Mahomed All, were both present, The former was taken 
prisoner; the latter Hed and took refuge in Triehino]>oly, nearly 250 niEIee 
distant from the scene of action. The victomufi army proceeded nt once for 
Aix T 4 >t. and entered it without deposition, Mnzz nfl fer Jung and Chanda Sahib 
imm edi a tely assumed the dignities which they had claimed; tlie one taking the 
title ot soubalidar and the other of ml nub. Much time wliich ought to have 
leen employed in giving a fin tailing stroke td the war was consumed in childish 
ceremonials; hut, as if this had not been enougli, Dupleli thought it right 
that his own vanity also should le gratified, and the new soubahdur and nabob 
rnnfle a pompous entry into Pondicherry, where they spent gome time vying 
with their entertainer in senseless extravagance. French interests nb the same 
time were not forgotten, for Chun da Salbij mode tine company a grunt In per- 
F tuai sovereignty nf eighty-one villages In the neighbourhood of their capital 
The ceremonials over, Dqplek, billy aliv e to the danger nf further delay 
urgetl the departure nf his guests* and laboured to Impress them with the nee**- 
aity of proceeding instantly agninst Triihinojx.lv They expressed cv>mplete 
■ 11 defence m all bin views, and set out aa if determined forthwith to carry them 
into effect No sooner, however, were they beyond the reach of hi* importunity, 
than they Mowed their own worse They did proceed with their army for 
the south, but suddenly changed the direction and turned from Tridunopoly to 
oiuke a campaign in Tanjore, Their motive was to replenish the treasury, 
which was nearly exhanatol Tun jure denied tlie far easier conquest of the two] 
and they had no doubt that, at tlie very worst, the king would gladly buy them 
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bjf a large contribution. Being thus undecided as to the character which they a p, 
ought to assume, they acted in the irresolute manner usually exhibited in such 
sreumsfcanoea, mid allowed themselves to be eafaupped into a negotiation which 
the king skilfully protracted till he knew that Nazir Jung had arrived in 
Araot, This wss a contingent which, though most probable in itself hud never 
once occupied their thoughts. Indeed, their first knowledge cf it was obtained 
by a tneftage from Dupkix. It lwd all the effect of a surpd^ and they t, h ,k 
the only course Open to them, by retreating with precipitation towards Pondi¬ 
cherry, 

While the French were taking a decided part in the great struggle which 
^ ns to determine tbi L future fortunes of the Deccan, the English knew not how !o. jq m i™ 
to act The presidency had, on their own responsibility, become parties to n pr ^ l, tK? ' 
war in Tan jure, but the result had disappointed them; and tlitdr interference 
pior seemed to them not & precedent which they ought to f dlow, hut n beacon 
whiili they ought to avoid. The success which Liul attended the French amis 
was as gall and woamwood to them; and they would fain have employed all their 
force on the opposite side, especially if they had felt sure that it was to prove 
the winning side. This, however, was very doubtful; and the result of inter¬ 
meddling. ttherefore might be to subject themselves to the displeasure, and 
ultimately call down the vengeance of the successful competitors for the scubah 
and nnhobship. These* imd similar cansiderationa, might perhaps have justified 
them in resolving to remain as mere spectators of the contest, but certainly 
ctfiild not justify the very ejctmurdiiiiLry course which they adopted. When 
Mahomed AH. who had shut himself up in Tridiinopoly anil assumed the title 
of nabob, earnestly implored their assistance, they at first turned a deaf ear, and 
afterwards, as if in mockery rather than in earnest, sent him a paltry reinforce¬ 
ment of 130 Europeans. By this net they committed themselves as much as if 
they had sent him 1000. They had chosen tlieir side and must maintain it; 
and yet, with monstrous and sniidda] inconsistency, they at tins very time 
declined Admiral Basra wen's offer to remain, and allowed him to depart with 
his fleet for Europe. So absurd did the proceeding appear to the French, that 
for some time they did not believe the departure to be more than ei feint; but at 
length, when Hntisfied that it was a reality, could m»t r efniin fruin openly mani¬ 
festing their delight 

After the British and Bfeendi had taken their sides, both were iiatureLIv twiktimi 
anxious to show that they had made the right choice, and given their support to 
Uj ow who had the best title, Qn this subject volumes were written, but to very I* 1 ,"”' 
little purpose, for two reasons: first, because were it worth the while, it could , i a “ Ilrl? ' 
easily be stiown that the titles of all the chum ante were absolutely bud; and, 
secondly, because it was mere hypocrisy on the part of the two companies to pre¬ 
tend that they were lighting for legitimacy, when it was well understood that 
the justice of the war was a matter of perfect indifference to them, and tliat their 
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A h - l?4> W to that of mammies intent only on the gum which tW 

btipuluted or might be nble to extort, m return for their service* The most 
fuvoumble view that can be taken of the mutter is, that the regular course of 
government had been completely broken up, and that, m the general crumble 
which hud ensued, the two companies were a* well entitled as any other parties 
to make the most of It, more especially m it to not impoeatblu Unit their 
important commercial interests might be com promised. 

W1, “ J“*>S fitst took On- field, Ji.ndi Jung Mcnifl to have 

j r ^* rJed 11 *> ««" than a youthful outbreak. wind., if it did not iu 

own punishment along with it. might at any tine be easily suppressed. After 
t!w buttle of Ain boor be saw reason to view it in a very different light and 
made Ilia preparation, accordingly. Appointing the celebrated fort of Gingce. 
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situated about thirty-five miles north-west of Pondicbeny, ns the m.neml 
P ace Ol rendezvous, he maned summonses, i„ hi, character of Sonledabr of 
be Deccan, to all its various dependencies, and soon saw himself furnished 
. contingents from all quarters, to sud, an amount that bis whole annv 
«■» ratituated at 300,000. Among these were a contingent of U000 homo 
furnished and commanded by Mahomed All, whose hopet of the nabofaship 
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were hound up with Nazir Jung's tetdliliHtmn'nt da sotibahdur; and a nintin- ,\_a. inn 
gent of KOO Europeans, furnished by the Company and commanded by Major 
Lawrence. The presidency, having satisfied themselves that the man who 
could master an army of *SfKU)00 men must be the real Houbalidar, had got rid 
ot all their doubts and scruples on the sahje t of his title, anil resolved mag' 
nnoiroouriy to .share ins fortunes At the same time it was thought prudent to 
fed his pulse, am] Major Lawrence, together with Captain Dsdtuii, and a mem¬ 
ber of council who accompanied them, were tn mmlfsioned to act as 21 trio, and 
rival with Nazir Jung on the interests of the Company, He received them 
with politeness, paid them oriental compliments, and weis liberal in bis promises. 

3 In- b reach endiwvoured to keep up the spirits of their nJlto^ mid along with 
them took up an excellent position, from which all the mighty host of Nazir 
Jung would have been unable to dislodge them. Tim only part of the force *“*J5*j. 
rc.atty fomii lahlo was the detachment under .Major Lawrence, E d'Auteuil " lJ - r Jurp 
endeavoured to bribe it into inactivity by sending a messenger to acquaint the 
major that, though their troops were arrayed on opposite aides, iL was his wifih 
tlmt- no European bbxkl should be spilled He therefore naked to know in what 
part of Nazir Jung's army tin.- English took post, in order that none of Lis idiot 
might come dint way, Major Lawrence, estimating this communicnticin nt it& 
true worth, replied that the English colours were earned 011 the Mag-gun of 
their artillery, and that, though lie too was anxious to spare Etu-oj^erm blond, he 
would certainly return any shot that might be sent him* M, d'Auteuil, in pro¬ 
posing a kind of neutrality between the French and English, had not given tlie 
true reason. ITis men were,in mutiny, and no fewer than thirteen of his 
officers hud thrown up their commissions in presence of the enemy. This 
unworthy proceeding was adopted to avenge themselves on the governor, with 
whom they had bad a hitter quarrel let'ore leaving Pondicherry, The cause 
need not be inquired into, but the effect was important- M. d’Autenfl, con¬ 
vinced that his men would not fight, ordered them to quit the field and march 
home without delay, Muzzuffer Jung, who had previously begun to despair of 
his cause, and been attempting to come to an accommodation with his uncle, 
thought that uot a moment was to lie lost; and on receiving a solemn assurance 
that lit* would neither H- imprisoned nor deprived of the government which he 
had held during bis grand tat hers lifetime, prtssed over to tlie enemy Th e 
pledge given him was violated without scruple. He was immediately thrown 
into fetters, and his troopa attacked and dispersed, were almost cut to ] lieras. 

Chanda Sahib behaved with more spirit, and Cured better, Accompanying the 
French at the head of his cavalry, he repeatedly charged tlie Malmittuo. who, 
led by ilomri Row, hung upon their flank and rear, and well nigh ,succeeded in 
cutting off their retreat. 

Tlie arrival of the troops in wretched plight threw Pondicherry into coaster- i*,pw* a-,* 
nation- Dupkux. though he pretended to make light of it, saw the full extent 
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° f the dia ^ ter ' nU(L M when fan* fulled, bar] recotra to diplomacy. It 
^ knmvTl *n* wsw considerable dki®*ctiim in Nazir Jnngs camp, 
Several chiefs, who bad pledged tlieinsdves for the- bunoomble trcutim-m of 
MiimitterJung, were indignant at hia captivity, and still more at tbc evasive 
answer* given to themselves when they applied to be confirmed in their govern- 
llieilU Bupldx, having obtained prammsion, after several rebutfs, to eml an 
embassy to Nazir Jungs camp for the purpose of negotiating n peace, employed 
In* deputies not only in aseertainhg the extent uf the defection, but in foment 
mg it Tbeir proposals were purposely so framed as to protract the negotiation, 
which, though it ostensibly failed, gained ail tliat Ihj sought by It He hud 
secured a party who. from belonging ostensibly to Nazir Jungs camp, would 
do letter sendee than if they bad been ranged under French banners 
Sgf 1 Ma i or who bad suspicions of the !■>-„,!, deputies, en.leavotir^d to 

x*TC' PUt ^ aZXr rmi ° oa *“* nnd obtained a personal interview for tins pur- 

^ pose; biiL m he wuM only communicate by an Interpreter, who feared to give 
to- tree manning of his words, the warning was given m vain. The major then 
endoav oared, along w ith the deputies who accompanied him, to obtain a cun- 
finiiMnon of a grant of territory near Madras. which Mahomed All, as nabob, 
had made to the Company ill return for the services of their troop* After 
much Jttfevaricatioii compliance was promised, provided he would accompany the 
^amp to Areot, to which tl*e soobohdar was eager to proceed, not for any 
t-igytiiHl i ii itose, lmi to indulge his taste for licentious [leasmm Disgusted 
at all lie saw. Major Lawrence refused’ and after speaking bis mind fmJv, 
returned with his troops to Fort Hi David 


of 

I'ittticJl. 


Lisivmg Nazir Jung to his degrading pleasures at Areot, we must now 
follou the proceedings of the French. who. having recovered from their canstcr- 
natjon. not only began to regain their lost ground, hut were emboldened to 
make new craujiiesta In order to avenge an attack which hud lieen made by 
Nazu- Jung's orders tlieir Ike tor,- at Masulipatam. situated at the months of 
the kistna. a detachment of £00 Europe,™ an,I 30U sepoys, with several pieces 
Of lettering cannon, were embarked at Pondicherry. in'two large slum in the 
beg, unnig of July. 1750. and landing in the night, took the city bv mirpri-ie 
wdh almost no ires It was immediately put in a position of defence and 
reserved to become the tredeusOf other eonqurete which were already meditated 

Uw ''" nrter ' IVir if not ro important in itself did 

more to redeem the credit of their arms About fifteen mile* east of Fort St 

Kayid stood the town of Trivadi, with a pagoda so rtronglv fortifieda* to serve 
as It* citadel It seemed to the French » dcsireU- ponesaion. both from its 
proximity to the British territory, and aa a station which might be turned to 
good account in „ southern campaign. It waa taken without rerdatonee, 
and garrisoned with only fifty Euro,leans and 100 sepoys. Mnlmmcd Ali 
to Whom ft prevtonsly belonged, justly inferring that the capture had beet, made 
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not for itself but for ulterior objects, took alarm ami resolved bo make an effort A d. ijw, 
to regain it With this view he mined an army, half of it drawn from the sou- 
bahdars camp at Arcqt, and by engaging to defray dl expenses, induced Major 
Lawrence, who was acting at Fort St David as temporary governor, to send him 
a detachment of 400 Europeans and 1500 sepoys. His whole force mustered 
20 r <XK) men, with whom, after encamping for a short time in the plain of Tri- 
vandiparam, a little west of Fort St. David, from which he was to receive two 
24-pounders and military stores, he mure bed along the south bunk of the Pemuu, 
jmd found the Frendi posted on the opposite bank, about eight miles east of 
Trivadi, The French were entrenched; tint! Mfchomed All; though strongly 
urged by Captain Cope, who commanded the British detachment to take up :i 
[►O&itiou which would force an engagement* was too cowardly to comply, and 
contented himself with skirmishes and a distant cannonade. After some time inL+ke. 
wasted in tliis way, Mahomed All prOfHJSed inarching off to the west, but 
Captain Cope refused to Accompany him; and on being refused payment of the 
expenses which had been promised, was ordered by Major Lawrence to return 
will] his troops to Fort tit David. They arrived there on the 1 5th of August 
and the French lost not a moment in taking advantage of their alist-nee. Mus¬ 
tering a force which amounted in all to ISOO Europeans, 2500 sepoys, and 1000 
horse, levied by l.humk Sahib, they brought the enemy to action, and gained 
a complete victory without the loss of a single man. Mahomed Alt escape. 1 
willi difficulty, and reached Arcot with only two or three attendants. 

Notwithstanding the consternation produced by this defeat, Nazir Jung still w c.,, 
remainsE inactive; and the French, left at full liberty to pursue their victorious i^T' 
career, were emboldened to attack Gingee, This celebrated fortress, in which 0toi * L 
we have already seen die Malimttns resisting, for many years, die whole power 
of the Mogul empire under Aumngzebe, is situated among the Eastern Ghauts, 
about thirty-five miles north-west ui Pondicherry. and eighty-five miles south- 
u ,J> - ^ Madras. It consisted of three steep and craggy hills, with an inter¬ 
vening In 1 1 low, the whole surrounded by u lofty wall tlikiikdl with towers, and 
i Dr lotting an area nearly three utiles in circuit The town ky in the hollow. and 
the hills were both crowned on their si mini its, and along their declivities, with 
f .rts and oilier works, rendering the whole place so strong, at least according to 
Indian ideas, ns to be deemed impregnable. How little it was really so was 
sawn made apparent. Tin: main body of the French army was comma ode.J hv 
M, d Autcuil, but was preceded by a detachment of 250 Europeans imd I20Q 
sep<)yH, with lour field-pieces, under M Bussy, who was rapidly establishing the 
reputation which he ultimately acquired of being the ablest French officer in 
India. His object probably was to take the place by surprise; but on coming 
in eight of it he found 50UI> uf tlm fugitives from Trivadi encamped under the 
walk He waited, therefore, till the main body COine in sight, and then attack 
ing. drove off the enemy with little difficulty One of the gates of the outer 

Vot. L 57 
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wjdl was next driven open by ft jietard, and the whole of the troops, artillery., 
anti baggage were lodged in the town before night. with the loss of only three 
or Four men. The real contest now began: the enemy tiring and throwing 
robots from their mountain heights, while the French answered them from 
their gun» ami mortars The miadiief done in this way by either side was not 
greats and prostrations were made for an as^mlt This honour was reserved 
^‘ldy for the European^ who attacked the tLret; MBs at once in seponte 
juirtie*. carried redoubt after redoubt, readied the summits, and had their dags 
flying triumphantly on them all by ‘lay break, with the leas of only twenty men 
If the French were astonished at thus easily capturing what was justly ern- 
shlered the strongest fortress of the Curtiatic, it is easy to conceive what fLrmmy 
the first intelligence of the event produced in the camp at Anx>t Nazir Jung 
■mls ;it last aroused fiv>ru ids disgraceful stupor. In the excess of his confidence 
lie laid allowed many of the chiefs to return borne with their contingents, and 
sent bads the greater part of hi* own troops to Goleoiidu Besides recalling 
these, he gave a striking proof of his fear by sending two officers to Pondicherry 
to negotiate. It wits now the tunj of Dupleix to be imperious, and he set n<» 
limits to th, extravagance of Ids terms. He well knew that they would tie 
rejected, and had proposed them with this very view, for the party which he 
had secured in the enemy's c&mp had organized a renspiniey,, and Nazir Jung's 
iiie wna hanging by a thread Totally unconscious of the danger impending 
" vt ‘ r him, he ceased negotiating, and began his march t -wards Ginger late fit 
Septenflier, 1750, Though many uf the troops absent on leave had failed to 
return. Ins force stilt consisted of 60.OtK) foot, 45,000 home, TOO elephants, and 360 
piews of cannon. Ifcluding camp followers, the whole army wax little short nf 
300,000. This vast and unwieldy body moved so slowly that fifteen days were 
H ( .ent in marching thirty miles. It was still sixteen miles from Gingee when its 
further progress wax arrested by the sudden setting m of the rains. Retreat was 
now the only i will lent course, but it was considered disgraceful, and after the lajwe 
-«f two or three day* became imp sribk The whole country was flooded, and 
the camp lay in dotted between two swollen rivers. Prevision* began to fail, 
ricknetis ns usual Mowed, and the prospect Wits gloomy in the extreme Narit 
rlung, m iw Jis anxious to quit the Carnatic its he had been fond of remaining i r ■ 
it, again made overture of peace, and expressed a willingness to submit to the 
terms which lately he would not even entertain, Duplex wax not unwilling to 
have two strings to Urn bow, and began to negotiate without losing right of Jib 
eonqHretom At the same time he found himsdf in a kind of dilemma. If lie 
made the treaty he must abandon the conspiracy, and, in all probability, sveri* 
See all the chiefs whom he had tempted to join in it; if he remained true to 
them they would do their bloody deed, and the treaty would be useless. Ulti¬ 
mately it was a mere ton* which of the t wo methods of settlement would he 
adopted; for at the very time he wn* pressing Nazir Jung* deputies to and 
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buck the treaty ratified, he sent onkre to M de la Touche, wlm oommaoded nt a d itsj 
G bigi?e f to march out to attack the camp whatever the conspirators should 
intimate to him that they were ready. This migration reached Gingce before 
the ratified treaty was returned to Pondicherry, and Xuzir Jungs fate was 
«»led. The French force, consist, lug of 800 Europeans, 30OU sepoys, and teis 
field piee^. arrived within sight of tin- enemy * cutup. It extended eighteen 
tuiles, u» every chief had a separate quarter. Where the space occupied was so 

enomimi-i. the French, left to themselves, would have been at il loss to choose re*. . 

tfndr point of attack; hut the conspirator had provided for this bv ending u N L JlUK 
guide, who conducted them to the 


locality immediately occupied by X mdr 
Jung He had ratified the treaty nnly 
the day before, and Would not at first 
believe that the French liad attacked 
him. When convinced of the fact, 
and asking bow the bit Lie went, he 
was astonished to learn that a large 
jjortion of his army remained motion- 
less an mere spectators, Enraged, he 
mounted his elephant and hastened 
off in the direction where they stood 
Tiie first troops he came tip to were 
those of Kuqia, and Nazir Jung think¬ 
ing, a*t it was not yet dear daylight, 
that the nabob who was at their 
head on his elephant did not recog’ 
ni^e him, raised himself up to receive 
hi* salutation, when two shots, fired from the nabob 1 a howdah, pierced hi* heart, 
and he instantly expired 

Muzzufter Jung wits immediately proclaimed as soiibahdnr, and accompanied Xasdhr 
fy ri large portion of the army which had just lieluiigej to his murdered prede- r iiu fJ-Tk. n- 
cessor, set out hi triumph for Pondicherry The governor and Churnfa Sahib 
received him in n tent without the gates, and a procession took place iu which 
none of the usual accompaniments of oriental ^tentation were Wanting. X" 0 
attune r w;lh he Mated in the pal ace than the new soubaLditr, ojieiiiug his heart 
to Duplcix, made him aware that, along with the honours, he had already l*egan 
to experience igotne of the perplexities of sovereignty. The Patau chiefs, b - 
whose treachery lie WB8 mainly indebted for his elevation, were determined that, 
lie should pay for it liberally. How to satisfy them was die puzzle. Their 
demand was that three years’ arrears of tribute, which they owed, should be 
remittedthat in future no tribute should l>e exacted from them, either for the 
temtorics which they psasessed, or Lb- large additions which they thought 
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a.d. tm t-bemadves entitled to expect; and that one-half of the contents of Nazir Jling's 
treasury should be distributed among them 

’jiurjic r DupJtix undertook the office of mediator, and, after several days spent m 

JuAgCMiJkn 4* ■ 

nu^n discussion, concluded an arrangement, which WM signed by all the partis, and 
with which all of them declared themselves perfectly satisfied Business wue 
naturally succeeded by festivities, and Pondicherry assumed the appvJi ranee of a 
gay and luxurious capital The most guigeoua of the ceremonies wbh the innUd- 
latiun of Muzzuffer Jung as soub&hd&u His first act, after it whs completed, 
was to d+dart- Dupleix governor for the Mogul of all the countries south of t he 
Kistna, AH the revenues due to the Mogul from these countries were, in the 
first instance, to pass through his hand: and no coin but whnt was coined at 
Pondicherry was to be current In the Carnatic From the terms used St is 
difficult to say whether it was meant that the aoubahtkr or Dupleix should in 
future take precedence;. but in the appointment of Chunrla Sahib to the nabob- 
ship of Areot and its: dependencies, it was expressly stated that be was to hold 
it under Duple ix ns his superior. To the French East f ndia Company the 
immediate advantages were the acquisition of tracts of territory near Pondi¬ 
cherry, Camcai in Tunjore, and Maaulipatam. producing a revenue estimated 
by themselves at 138,000, but probably not Jess than £50,000; the indirect 
advantage were unlimited, inasmuch as, under the titles ami powers conferred 
on their governor, they could make them anything they pleased. The treasure 
taken from Nazir Jung was estimated at £3,000,000 sterling, exclusive of the 
jewels, worth at least £500,000. Of the treasure, one-half belonged to the 
Patous, under the agreement; the other half, and the jewels, were appropriated 
by the soobahdar, subject however, to a deduction of £60,000 paid to the com- 
jtany, as the expenses of the war, £50,000 to the officers and troops which gained 
the battle of (imgee, and a present tin Dupleix, consisting, besides many precious 
jewels, of money fixed! at the conjectural amount of £300,000. 

. > MuzztifFcr Jung left Pondicherry for GolcOnda on the 4th of January, 1751, 

accompanied by his own troops, and also n French detachment, comtniinded i y 
M Bussy, mi consisting of 300 Europeans and 2000 sepoyu On reaching the 
territory of Kuipa, a quarrel ensued between some of the inhabitants and the 
iohlicns, ami three villages were set on fire. I lie nabob, professing great tndig- 
mithm at the kyuiy dona to his subjects; retaliated hy attacking that pint of 
M uzzufihr Jung's division where the women were placed According to oriental 
ideas, there could not be a grosser insult; and he was vowing to t;ike .summary 
vengeance when M Bussy interposed, and procured the nabob on op[ tort unity 
of explaining. He did so, but in such terms ns only to aggravate the insult. 
It now appeared that the whole affair was concerted. Tlie Patau chiefs bad 
never leen satisfied with the arrangement at Pondicherry, and had been on the 
watch for a favourable opportunity to give effect to their resentment Tim 
army was about to pass to a defile, and found it pre-occupied by the Putans who 
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had even plunk'd the posts loading to it with cannon, winch had been brought a_d n&n 
forward severed days before. A battle ensued, which was decided by the fire of " 
the French art ill cry, but the victory cost MuzziiflTer J ung Ins life. In pursuing 
the fugitives he cmne up with the Nabob of Kurnod, who, finding escape im¬ 
possible, turned at bay with a handful of troops Butli instantly prepared for a 
persomd encounter, and drove their elephants right in the fwje of each other. 

Muz^offer Jung had his sword uplifted to strike, but the nabob anticipated him. 
and drove the point of LlLh javelin through his forehead, into his brain. 

The French were returning with the acclamations of victory when they a^nu.iui 
learned, to their dismay, that they had sustained a worse loss than defeat M--TI l-L.I ,1 ..T 
M Bm)’ did tin- best that could be done in the drwmatances, bv urging 
the immediate appointment of a successor. There waa considerable room for 
choice, tor, la-sides on infant sou of Muzz idler Jung, tluree of his uncles, the 
brothers of Nazir Jung, were in the camp. Necessity dictated the t-xelusion of 
the infant, and the choice fed on Salabut Jung, who, as the eldest of the 
brothers, bud the next best chiim. it. Bussy, who had a chief share in his elee- 
fci"M took care that the interests of his company were not forgotten, ami 
procured from him tv confirmation of all the grants made to the French by his 
predecessor, anti the promise of still greater advantage* On these conditions 
Duple Lx recognized him us Houbahdar, and placed il. Busy's detachment at his 
service. 


CHAPTER V. 



In I rises of .UsJurme'd Ati— V eunclmit pf ilis Main* gavemiDetit —5jt'ge of Triciiiuoiwvlly— 

Cafi-Uirt of Arcot. 

vAHOMED Aid was in the camp when Nazir Jung was r*Tpi=*itv-* 
J Assfissmuted, nud fled for the third time to Trlchhiopniy, ail 
[ His prospects were now gloomy in the extreme. The Eng- 
Baht after sending him asastance, had withdrawn in disgust 
and left him to his fate, and it wsis nut likely tiiat Cl Hindu 
Sahib would allow him to escape, as before, by relating the blunder into which 
he fell when, instead of Laying siege to TlicJunopoly, he invaded Tunjore. 

Dupteix could doubtless control his movements, and would take care that they 
were conducted more skilfully. Mahomed Ali, while thus threatened and jfer- 
plexed. was incapable of coming to any manly decision, and folio 1 wed the true 
bent cj hh nature by waving an intricate web of piolky. White applying to 
every q carter from which any aid could be anticipated—to the Mnhmttasi, the 
Mysoreans* and tile British presidency—lie entered into secret communication^ 
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with the French, and adjusted. It Is said. the terms of u treaty, by which lie 
woa to renumnee liis alaims on the nabubshlp of Areot, and content himself with 
wune inferior appointment in tie- Deccan. The surrender of Triehinopnly, of 
course, formed n lending stipulation in such a treaty; and, when completed, 
would have fanned another most important link in the scheme of French 
aggrandisement, on which Dupbix was exerting all Ids energies with every 
prospect of success. 

Tim Madras presidency could not but l>e aware that the ultimate effect of 
the accomplishment of this scheme would Is? to drive the British and every 
other European rival from the field, and make the French absolute masters .4 
ill.- destinies of India; hat no little were they prepared to take the course which 
even self-preservation .should have dictated* that they voluntarily deprived 
themselves of the ablest ami meat experienced officer in their service, hv 
a!lowing Major Lawrence to sail for England- When they had thus weakened 
their hands they began to l>e alarmed at the consequences of their timorous 
policy, and wished that they lied not so hastily withdrawn Lheir aid fmm 
Mahomed AIL The best reparation they could now make, was to send him a 
new detachment, and endeavour if possible to dissuade him from the suiddid 
«tejt which lie wa.s understood to be contemplating -4' making a surrender of 
Trichi nopoly. The aid thus offered consisted only of im Europeans and 3011 
stijNiys; but he gladly accepted it, as his fortunes, in consequence of recent 
events, were assuming o more favourable as|wcL He barl been a steady 
adherent of Xarir Jung, and it to not unreasonable to suppose that Sakdnit 
dmig would rather confide in his brothers friend than in those who had been 
the main instmtoents of Ins nKsa-ssimtikn At all events, as he had removed 
with Ids army into the Deccan, it wees nut likely that he would soon return 
t > the Carnatic, Chundu Sahib would thus be left to fight his own battles, 
and there seemed no reason to despair of being able to muster n force equal tn 
any which he could bring into the tiekL 

The first campaign in which Mahomed All vr :m concerned, after he had 
renewed his alliance with the British, proved very disastrous. In addition to 
Tricbmopoly, he claimed authority over two territories or kingdoms; the one. 
Madura, lying immediately south, and the other, TmneveUy, lying Ipayond Mu 
dura and reaching to Cape Comorin. His power in these kingdoms wits more 
Nominal than real; and with tlw view of establishing it moire firmly, he fined 
out an expedition, and gave the command of It to his brother, who met with 
little uppish ion trotn the in habitants. hut w-jis paralysed by n mutinous spirit 
among his own soldier Their sympathies were with Chanda Sahib; and had 
not strong measured of repression been used, they would have declared in his 
favour. In Madura a .similar feeling prevailed ; and being fostered by a soldier 
of |Mrlll,lt who had once been in the service, anil was still in the interest of 
tliunda Sahib, gained a complete Cendant in the garrison of the capital 
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As the toss of Madura, by interrupting the communication with Taraevelly a t- itti 
from which Mahomed Ali expected a comadenible revenue, greatly crippled Lis 
resources Captain Cope, ww commanded the Company's debiduranit, vulun- **fo»<*r« 
tecr^l to recover it His means were wry inadequate'. He had only one SSS”'' 
filtering cannon, three field-pieces, and two coehoms; and with these lie set out 
;i( the head of 150 Europeans and GOO native cavalry, to lay siege to a city 
above two miles in circuit, and fortified with a double wall and a ditch. The 
deficiency of troops, so far at least as regarded numbers, was, however, sufficiently 
supplied, for on coming within wight of Madura he was joined by the army of 
nearly ">000 men which was returning from Tinnevdly; the artillery continued 
as before, and his whole success depended on the breaching power of a large old 
native gun which might at any moment hurst in his hands. The enterprise, 
though little judgment had 
been displayed in arranging 
it, seemed favoured by for¬ 
tune. Several large breaches 
already existed in the outer 
waif and the gim fired 
through ''Tie of them at the 
Inner wall for two successive 
ilays made a breach which 
was deemed practicable 
whth the aid of fascines. It 
w :ts now' resol ved to storm. 

The reader naturally asks, 
tt by not continue the firing for another day, and enlarge the breach, so as to 
make foaemes unnecessary l The answer is, It was impossible: the old gun 
I jiil expended nil its shot I The Storming party passed the first wall without 
resistance, but at the foot of the breach of the inner wall were encounter* d 
hi a trio of champions; “one of them, says OtJDt, “a verv bulky man, in 
complete armour, who fought man fully and wounded severe! of the forlorn 
[e ific before they were cut down. Meanwhile, bullets, arrows, and stones poured 
rhick from above. Nothing daunted, Lhe storming party gained the parapet, 
but there saw a sight which might well have filled them with dismay. On 
ertch side of the breach was a mound of earth, with trees laid horizontally upon 
it. yet leaving openings through which the enemy thrust their pikes, while ut 
rile bottom ot the nun part a strong entrenchment had been thrown up, and 
frum three tn four thousand men stood ready to defend it. The assault, in ^ 
which it would have been madness to persist, was abandoned, and on the fob 
lowing day Captain Cope, after blowing his old gun to pieces, because he bad [<T 
nm the menus to carry it away, returned eresb-fiUen to TriddDOpoly. It 
was indeed high time to be off, for the bad spirit of the Tiniuveilv armv 
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a b. 1-13 cotkM no longer be restrained, and 231)0 home and 1000 infantry went over to 
tlie enemy, 

ii.ratarie At the time when this reverse was SUStuined, news arri ved that Chumdi 

*f Dupkii. Sahib whs preparing to march from Ancct to besiege Triclunopoly. Mahomed 
All's applications to the presidency for aid became more urgent than ever, and 
he endeavoured to give weight to them by promising not merely to pay all 
expenses, but to give a grunt to the Company of a considerable territory 
adjoining Madras Tempting aa the offer was there is reason to doubt if it 
would have succeeded had it not found a powerful advocate in a very unex¬ 
pected quarter. Dupleix* ostensibly for the purpose of marking the boumkricH 
of his new acquisitions, though probably as much for the purpose uf tanttiiLring 
his rivals, bad caused small white flags to be planted in almost every held 
These flags were seen from Fort St David, which* ever since the capture of 
Madras, had continued to be the seat of the presidency* and naturally excited 
mingled feelings of fear and indignation. What was to become of the English 
Company’s trade with the interior if they allowed themselves to be hemiueil icl 
hy a rival company, whose boundary line would ere long be converted into uu 
impassable barrier by the imposition of heavy* perhaps prohibitive duties? Hie 
designs of Dupltix hud hitherto been only surmiseJ, hot he had now thrown off 
the mask and given them warning—the more impressive Wutiae of its insolenee 
—of wlmt they must l>e prepared to expect It would be madness? to hesitate any 
longer. Their own ruin was involved in that of Mahomed Ati, and tlielr only 
«ftfety was in BLi|qportmg him to the utmost of their power. Influenced by such 
considerations the presidency awoke from their lethargy and resolved on action, 
^till, however, not as principals hut tinder their old disguise of mercenaries 
or jiuxilhiries. 

l ^l iun la tiin beginning of April, 1751, a detachment was provided of 500 Euro 

’***■**■ of them <Ja Vidry. 100 Africans, and 1000 sepoys, with eight field-pieces, 

and placed under the command of Captain Giiigeu. who was to wait near Fort 
St David tlifi nirival of Mahomed Alls troops from Tridunopaly. After a delay 
of six weeks lie was joined by only (500 horse and 1000 foot, and proceeded 
south-west to Verdochelutn, a large and strong pagoda, garrisoned by 300 of 
Ciumda Sahib'a troops, who wiirrendered after being threatened with on assault 
Shortly after the lunnj Mas more than doubled by the mrival of 100 Europeans 
sent by Captain Cope, and 2000 horae and 3000 foot, commanded by Mummed 
Ali s brother, and set out to encounter Chimda Sahib in j*mori. lie was 
encamped near Vdcoada, situated thirty-eight miles N.N.VY. of Trkhinopoly. 
on the highway from that dty to Arcot. Its jrincipd defence was a rode 200 
feet high, and about a mile m circuit ut its base, wfckb was' washed by 
the Valarik It ^ inclosed hy three walk* one at the bottom, mostly cut out 
of the solid rock; another near, and the third actually on the summit The 
governor was summoned by kith parties but answered that he wished to see 
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the issue of a battle before he would yield it up to either Captain Gtngen* ad Ka 
becoming impatient, determined to force n surrender; and after posting his 
army so ns to intercept the approach of Chanda Sahib, should he attempt to 
interfere, sent a strong detachment to attempt the capture The town, inclosed 
only by a mutl wall, was easily gained; hut the rock, as should have been fore 
seen, could not be assaulted till a breach was made, and the detachment returned 
to the camp. 

Captain Gingen, while thus assuming the offensive, seems to have been 
ignorant or regardless of the fact, that fie was opposed by far superior numbers. lW ™' 
Chundn SaHb had an army of 12,{HJ0 horse and 5000 sepoys and was besides 
supported by a strong battalion of FrendL These it break of dtiy next morning 
vrem seen approaching along the bed of the river, which wag nearly dry. Instead 
of attempting to intercept their progress. Captain Glngeti and his officers were 
deliberating m a comicH of war whether they should fight or retreat Jt w m 
resolved to fight; hut meanwhile die French were near the foot of the rook, und 
tfifc resolution came too hitfc The troops, aware of the hesitations of the council 
of war. had no hope of victory; and, seeing sonic of their officers betray mg,symp- 
t'^nis of fear when the gnus of the fort opened on them, were seized with puidn 
Strange to say, it was at Hist begun anti for some time confined to the Ccmpanv's 
battalion, for not only did their own uffietre—Olive, now a lieutenant, among the 
number—endeavour to rally them, but Abdul Wahub Khan, Mahomed All s 
brother, riding up to them, and pointing to his own men, w ho still kept their 
gitrtmd, upbraided tlicm for tlieir cowardice. It was all in vain, and the day 
was lost Even after the danger was over, the fear was so vneqmvocaELy declared, 
that Captain Gmgen, to free them even from the sight of the enemy, commenced 
his retreat at midnight, on die road leading to Trichmopoly, and did not venture 
to halt till he hud reached the pass or straits of Oututoor. Gum da Sahib folk iwed 
slowly by the rauue route. When he appeared in sight some skirmishing took 
plan e and even a regular battle was talked of. but the spirit of the tramps was 
still such that Captain Gingen was afraid to risk it, and stole away with them 
in the silence of the night So eager were they to place themsel ves beyond the 
ranch of pursuit, that they marched eighteen hours without refreshment in the 
hutted season. Chun da Sahib following leisurely found them encamped on the 
northern bank of the Coleronn, within right of Trichinopoly Tim site of the 
encampment was now the only spot of ground beyond the Coleroon which 
Mn homed AH could call It is own 

A In,* ut five miles north-west of Trichinopoly. the Cauvary, after a somewhat Th " wun.i ,-j 
circuitous south-easterly course of 360 miles from its source in the Western 
Ghauts. divides* into two principal arms, the northern of which ia called the w * il * 
Coleroon. while the southern retains its own mime. For the first fifteen niilta, 
m far as the fart of Cniiady, the two arms run nearly parallel to each other, and 
again nppn?ach so near that they are only prevented from uniting by menus of 
vo w x. ’ a 
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■, r> ]t,m. :ti) artificial mound. The long ami narrow slip of land thus inclosed between the 
arms forms what is called the island of Seringh&m. Near its western extremity, 
where the fork begins, and at it short distance from the Oo! croon side, stood one 
of the most famous pagodas, ur Hindoo temples, in Hindoutitan* It counfeted <f 
seven s^uarefe, one within the rather, each surrounded by a wall twentyefive feet 
high and four thick, and entered bv four lofty tnrreted gates, facing the caixHtnd 
points The wall of the outermost square is about four miles in circuit. The 
pagoda owed its celebrity to die supposed possession of tin? very image of 
Vishnu avIucJi Brahma used to worship; and the myriads of pilgrims flocking (hi 
it .sufficed at one time to maintain -MUWO Ersihmins in voluptuous idleness, 
About half a mile east of tins pagoda, and near the Cun very side, stood another, 
also of large dimensions, but with one inoh^iire only. 

■■’»e 'Hie encampment on the north hank (if the Coleman was inconvenient for 

MlntlitTri- , . , ,, , * 

..ji.v obtaining supplies* and for tins reason, and also in? doubt because it was deemed 

safer U- have a river between them and the enemy Malmnicd Ali s army cre'ml 
over into the island of Seringham. The whole, in dud lug the English battalion, 
took up their quarters within the three first intfosures, and abstained at the 
earnest solicitations of the priests from approaching nearer to the sanctuary 
of the idol The post was wind rally adapted for defence* but a cowardly spirit 
still prevailed among the troops, and they would not believe themselves safe 
till they hud taken the last retrograde step now possibly and place themselves 
under the walls of Trichinopoly. * hunch Sahib gladly occupied the island rims 
evacuated It wils not, however, with the intention of remaining in it. The 
great prize for which he was contending was now full in his view. and leaving 
only a garrison in Seringhitrn, he crossed the Cauvery, and encumjicd on the eto 
of Trichmopoly, The main body of Mahomed Alt's troops were stationed on 
the south side, and the English battalion under Captain Gingen on the west. 
Captain Cope. with HKJ Europeans, remained within the walk 
u,"' Tiidunopoly. situated within half a mile of the amtli nr right bank of the 

rjBr ; nuvery, is in the form nf a ivimllelogroin, of which the east and west ride* 
have each a length of 3QOU, and the north and south a breadth of 1200 yards 
h is inclosed by a ditdi, 30 feet wide, an. I 12 deep, supplied with water more or 
less copiously according to the season, but never dry. and two walls flanked at 
regular intervals by pound towem The miter wrdl, only 1 H feet high, mid about 
s thick, him neither rampart nor parapet; the inner wall SO feet high and i‘-> 
feet opart from the other, is much Stronger in every respect, having :i mm part 
and a piirnptet 1 m>lIi of atone, tho former rising from a brood base 1>y large 
deCTearing stejis* so as to be only 10 feet broad at the top, and the hitter id .out 
7 feet high, loophojed iur musketry. Within the walls in the north part of 
Hie city la a lofty precipitous reck of wienito, commanding an extensive view 
of tl ie Karroo ruling country, 

8ndi win* the only place of strength now Monging to Mahomed AJi; and on 
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the Issue of the siege about to be commenced, depended nut only bhi tide, in v r» ith 
ibidtr from the wurtlij^ness of km diameter, no great interest could be felt 
hnt the decision of the momentous question, whether ji Fivul;!j or a British 
empire was to be 
estvhli4lK.ilin India. 

The presidency at 
Fort St David, now 
fully Lsimmitted to 
the war, were griev¬ 
ously disappointed 
at the series of dis¬ 
graces and defeats 
which had lieelisim- 
tuned, and eould 
nut look forward tu 
Ike siege of Trick i- 
nujHily, without the 
gloomiest forebod- 
ing’L They had no 

iileii. however, of abandoning the contest in despair, and began to display a firm- 
uesH and decision of which, it. must be confessed, they had previously given few 
examples. Mr. Saunders, the governor, though devoid of the versatility and 
showy tv'deutsnf Duplets, surpassed Jum in more solid qualities; and having now rJrv^T.i 
no doubt us to the course which the interests of the Company dictated, ptmmpri , |iLCUri - ,i1 - 
it with judgment and prscverance, His means, however, were very limited, 
mid his first reinforcement for Trickinopoly consisted of only eighty Europeans 
mui 30 U sepoys, cumbered with a huge convoy of stores The conducting of 
htidi a body through a hostile country was a mutter of no small difficulty, more 
especially, as VerdaeMuni which lay in the line of route, though it still held 
uLit against Chunda Sahib, was at this very time Itfaiegcd by a jHtlygar 111 hif* 
interest The removal of this obstruction was therefore the first object to be 
aeornphshed. The charge of the reinforcement was given to Mr. Figot, a mem 
lies- of connciL He was accompanied, it would seem not officially, but rather ns 
n volunteer by Clive, who, after the capture of Devicotta, bad resumed lit.’ 

[Njsition as a civil servant of the L’omjutiiy, though still closely connected with 
tlie amy, by holding tk#appointment of oommissaiyfor supplying the Europea ti 
tn»p with 1 jni 1 visions. It waa in this capacity that be was present at Votconda 
when the ignominious flight took place; and hence, though he h meutiuned &h 
having been present at the council of wnr which preceded, and was one main 
cause of that flight, he did not sharo in the disgrace of it, but returned to Fort 
St David 

i*igot and Clive, after reaching Verdacheltitn, ^nd relieving it by surprising 
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and defeating the troops of the pdygar, sent the reinforcement forward to ita 
destination through the king Join of Tanjore, nnd were on their return U< Fort 
St. David with twenty-four attendants, twelve of them sepoys, when thev were 
surrounded by the polygaars troops, and after losing the greater nrnnW of 
their attendants, only escaped by the tfeetness of their liOTBea Not long after, 
another rdnforeeniervt was despatched to Tridiiniiptly. Mkiis there were ntill 
in a most unsatisfactory state The British oflieera, were quarrelling among 
themselves instead of thinking how they might best sustain the- honour of their 
country; and it aeemed absolutely necessary to make an example of several uf 
tliEfQi hy dismissing them at a time when their places could hardly B- supplied 
fo meet tiie difficulty in part, { ‘live returned t-< bis true vocation, and set out 
for Trithinopnlv in command of the reinforcement It proceeded through the 
territory of Tanjore, the king of which still professed neutrality, and received 
fn in Devi cotta n small aoceaakm under Captain Clarke, who, as senior officer, 
assumed the command. The whole united mustered only 100 Europeans and 
(ilti, sepoys, with a field-piece. Tin.- French, who were in possession of the fort 
of Coikdy, detached a body of thirty Europeans and 500 sepoys to intercept 
them. A E*kirmish ensued greatly to the disadvantage of the French, and the 
dt t,d hment readied Triebinopoiy in safety, The superiority of the enemy was 
i^till very decided Clitmdn Sahibs troops were ten times more numerous than 
those of Mahomed All; and while the French battalion mustered 900, the 
English did not exceed G00 men. In pecuniary resources, also, the enemy had 
decidedly the advantage. The whole country either acknowledged their autJmr- 
ity or was suljeet to their exactions, whiK almost all the usual .sources of 
Mahomed All's revenues were dried up. The only thing to balance these advan¬ 
tage of the besiegers was the strength of the place. 

Captain Clive returned to Fort St. David in the beginning of August, 1751, 
and after representing the fata1 issue to which affairs at Trichinopoly were 
evidently tending, suggested as a last resource to attempt a divenaon by an 
uttrnk <m An. oh The bold proposal was accepted, and he was requested, or 
volunteered to undertake the execution of it After stripping Fort St David 
and Madras so ae to leave only TOO men m the one and fifty m the other, the 
whole force that could lie mustered for the expedition, amounted to 200 Euro- 

and 300 ^ Md-piecea Of Lh e offiara, eight in number, 

six had never seen service, and of these mx four were civilians, who, animated 
hy Glive'e example, quitted the desk for the sword. Starting from Madras on 
the 2Gth of August, they proceeded south-east to Cnnjeveram, where th 
arrived ou the 29th, and learned that the fart of Areofc was garrisoned by 11Q0 
men. From Conjevemm they continued their march nearly ike west, not far 
from the northern kmk of the Pallor, and on the 31st weft within ten miles of 
Aixv 4 Their approach was made known by spies, who had seen the detachment 
marching with unconcern in a violent storm of thunder and min. Tin- garrison 
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on hearing this report Inst all heart, and under the combined influence of super- a.d. uit. 
stitkm and cowardice, abandoned the place & few Louis before ilie detachment 
arrived. The city being without walla or defences was immediately entered, mid 
Clive and his 500 men, marching in triumph under the gn^e of 100,000 specta¬ 
tors, took possession of the fort. It was Inhabited by 3000 or 4000 persons, who 
were permitted Us remain, and contained goods which Imd been deposited in it 
for security to the value of £ 50,000. Tlie goods were judiciously and generously 
restored to the owners without ransom; the artillery, consisting of eight pieces 
of cannon, from four to eight pounders, and a large quantity of lead and gan- 
powder, were all that remained to the captors. 

Clive anticijmating a siege made it his first business to provide the necessary ciwt i tt 
stores, and then, in order to strike new terror into the garrison, set out in quest 
of them with the greatest part of Lis men and four field-piews. They were Ap * 1 
found about six miles to the south-west, near the fort of Tim cry, hut though 
drawn up a* if they meant to mfike a stand, they only continued tiring a single 
field-piece, managed by two or three Europeans, and made off for the tolls before 
they could be brought within musket-sJiot Two days after Clive again marched 
nut of tlie fort, and, as before, found the enemy, nov increased to 3000, within gun- 
nliot of Timery. They were posted in it grove melijsed by n ditch and a bank, 
and having about fifty yards in front a large t ank almost choked up and dry, 
with a bank much higher than that of the grove. As the detachment advanced, 
the enemy fired smartly from two fidd pieces, and killed three Eirropeaii*. On 
I his the detachment advanced rapidly, and the enemy, leaving the grove, hurried 
into the tank, where they were so well sheltered, that they indicted some loss with- 
em it sustaining any. Give removed his troops behind some buildings, and sent 
out two platoons to attack two sides of the tank. Both gained the bankit arid at 
the same instant let tiy a doable volley among the crowds within. They mode 
no attempt to return, and lied, while ( live gained possession of the prtt'ili or 
village under the walLs of the fort This he immediately summoned to sure 
rendci but the garrison, discovering tint Ur laid no lettering cannon, refused, 
and he had no alternative but to retreat, the enemy's cavalry hovering around 
him at a safe distance till he reached ArooL 

The next ten days were employed on necessary works within the fort; and respiminm 
the enemy, increased to 3001) men, acquired new courage and began to talk of 
is^aeging. They were allowed to lull themselves into security, and on the Hfcli AxroL 
of September, two hours offer midnight, were surprised m their sleep Clive, 
with the greater part of Ids troops, heat up their camp from end to end without 
the loss of a man, while tlie)' fled on all sides with shrieks and confusion. When 
day broke, not a man of them was to be seen. 

Two eighteen-pounders with some military stores had been linked from 
Madras, and were on the way escorted only by a few sepoys. In hope of 
intercepting them, a large detachment of the enemy occupied tlie pagoda uf 
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Ctrnjevemn; and, on being expelled by thirty Europeans and fifty sepoys Ii -n. 
Aiwt withdrew to a neighbouring fort. Here their numbers were cnntuumih 
augmented The convoy being thus endangered. Clive, nerving only thirty 

Europeans and fifty sepoys, 
sent out iill the rest of his 
troops to insane its safety 
Gu thi.^ the enemy with 
e> 'iihii lerabh► * lexterfiy sud¬ 
denly changed their tactics, 
and hastening to Arcot, sur- 
numded the fort with thdr 
whole force as soon as it was 
dark. A fire of Musketry 
was immediately ojoened 
upon the ramparts from the 
iidjiwetit buildings, while a 
liLi’ge body, horse and foot 
promiscuously, rushed towards the prinrijud gates with loud outcries ;md the 
nuise of martial music A few hand-grenades thrown into the mass so frightened 
the horses, that they galloped ofl£ trampling the foot beneath them; a second 
assault made in the Sit me manner was repulsed by the sa me mean* The fin' 
against the ramparts was still kept up and continued till daybreak, when the 
assailants fled prcci pi lately on seeing the approach of the detachment and cun- 
v.:>y. It is rath ;i singular, that during the attack on the fort, the inhabitant.- 
within it expressed no sympathy with their countrymen outside. S ine nun 
nee in this nothing hut Clive’s good fortune, bat others with more justice will 
see in it the due reward of the kindness and generosity which he ha l displayed 
in allowing them both to occupy their dwellings and retain possession of thcii 
goods 

The capture of Arcot produced the effect which W been anticipated; and 
the pressure on ! lidiiuojwlv' was etuis idem bly relieved hv the witlidm wid of 
tMOii of Chundn Sahib's troop* These, joined m their route by his -u Rajah 
SiiEiiti, with I ."><) Europeans from Toudicheny, mid the other troops prevhiii&lv 
collected in the neighbourhood, entered Afeot on the 23d of September Clive, 
unwilling to be copped up within the fort, determined to take the initiative, 
imd try whether he could not, by a vigorous effort, rid himself of the enemy 
altogether. Facing the north-west gate of the fort was n street, which, after 
running north for 70 yards, turned east to the nabobs palace, where J 
Sahib had fixed bid bead-quarter* From the palace imutlier street ran -outh, 
aiul was continued along the east side of the fort The space thus temndH 
Irv Htrpete on the West, north, and east, and by the north wall of the fort on 
the south, formed a square Occupied by buildings and impure* With the 
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ihU,ntion t,f ! l|ad '^ dl, ‘ enem y l^twetn two fire* Clive sallied cut from the AJ > l71t 
riMrtli-west gate with the greatest part of his troops and the four field-pieces, 

1141.1 advanced dong the street leading north and east; while Ensign Gkss was 
ordered to proceed from the east gate up the street leading north to the palace, 
winch was thus the common jxdut at which the two detachments, if they 
rewovetl the obstacles in their way, would meet Un turning east Clive saw 
the i tench troojjs, with four field-pieces, drawn up at the palace, ond a ran- 
nonnde oommmced at the distance of only 30 yard* A few minutes d eared S£ , " m 
the street of the French, and obliged them to hike refuge in the palace. Mean- 
wljl,( * Kj1 M troops occupying the Imust^ in the street, and sheltered 

\v them, kept up a continual fire, with so good an aim that fourteen nu n sent 
to capture find 1 ring away the French guns were all killed or wounded. To 
escape tins murderous fire, Ciive took ad vantage of a large ch&dtry or building 
lr,r i^ptiou of traveller* It was dtuatei on one side of the street, and 
having an open front supported by pillory while its other three bides were 
inclosed, afforded good cover; and at the same time, giving free ingress and 
egress, enabled the artillerymen to load and fire without much danger. In this 
way the guns were gradually withdrawn into the north street ; and the whole 
party which had sallied from the north-west gate were able to return by it 
into the fort, The platoon under Ensign Glass returned about the same time, 
after encountering similar difficulties. The whole attack w as a decided failure, 
ami gave Clive a lesson of caution which seems to have been, at this early 
stage of his military experience, by no means unnecessary. It cost him the 
lives of fifteen Europeans who were killed on the spot or mortally wounded; 
rt-| the services of sixteen more of bis party, who were disabled. Among Lie- 
■utter ™ Lieuiemrnt Revel, the only wrfciUary officer; among the former 
was Lieutenant TrenWith* who, by pulling Olive aside when he saw a sepoy 
ihming at him, ^ved his commanding officers life and lost his own* as the 
*P°y immediately changed the aim. and shot him Uirough the body. 

TI)m day after this affair Rajiih Sahib wm reinforced by 2000 men from Stow***. 
Veil are, commanded by Mortiz Ali in person, and commenced the siege by 
owntpymg nil the avenues leading to the fort Its defence must have Wn 
regarded, both by besiegers and besieged, as all but impossible Its walls, 
about a mile in circuit, and several of the towers flanking them, were in many 
places ruinous; the rampnrt, surmounted by a low and slightly built parapet, 
iv:Lfi too narrow to admit the firing of artillery ; and the ditch, choked up m 
hd ®°® * uc *d in other* was generally, even when it contained water, so 
shallow to tie fordable The only two gates—the north-west and east, 
already mentioned—were large piles of rmoenry projecting U\ feet beyond 
the walk and the entrance to each of them was not by il drawbridge, but a 
brojd causeway. This large, decayed, find m-eonstruoted fort bar! an efficient 
garrison of only 130 Europeans and 20ii sepoys; anil was besieged bv an nnnv 
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of above 10,000, composed as follows—-150 Europeans* 2000 sepoys, 5000 peons 
or undiadpliiied native infantry, and $000 cava try. As it was provisioned only 
for forty days, it was necessary to send away all the inhabitants except a few 
artificers, erne of them, a mason, who must fortunately knew of a secret subter¬ 
raneous aqueduct, by which j, if it had not been choked up m consequence of 
bis information, the only reservoir within the fort might have been drained nf 
its water. As many of the houses of the town were within musket-sIiot, and 
would give great facilities to the besiegers, an attempt was made to bum 
several of thenL It failed, because they were almost entirely of stone; and it 
was resolved to get rid of the two which threatened to be most annoying by 
eni ploying more destructive means Accordingly, at midnight. Ensign Glass 
and ten men, with several barrels of gunpowder, were let down from the wall 
by a rope. They got into the houses without being discovered, but made lElc 

explosion gOTTnakiUidiv' that the effect intended wjvs nut pmd. : \ . .. 

thin the only misfortune. The rope broke while Ensign Glass was ascending 
by it, and the fall unfitted him for further duty 

Fur a fortnight the besiegers, wlkile waiting for the- battering cannon, kepi 
up a 1 non I sard men t with four mortars, which did little damage. The fire of 
musketry from the house* Was more effective ; indeed, the 4 Lim was so sore that 
fl man could scarcely show his head above the parapet without being hit In 
this way three sergeants, accompanying Clive while he visited the works, were 
picked off. and several other persons Were killed or wounded Before the siege 
Ifegan in earnest, Mortiz Ali was tempted to try a stratagem Pretending to 
lie dissatisfied with RAjali Sahib, he withdrew with his troops to a different 
quarter of the city, and sent a secret messenger to acquaint Clive with hU 
feelings, ami assure him that if he would make a sully, he would support him 
with fill hk force Clive wns not to be thus caught, and cleverly foiled Horde 
All with bis own weapons. Instead of giving a refusal, he pretended to approve 
4 if the scheme; and by maintaining the correspondence for several days, induced 
ft Portion of the enemy to remain inactive Mortiz Ali, perceiving at 
last that he was outfitted, returned to his former place m the camp. 

On the 24th of October, two eighteen-pounders and seven smaller pieces 
arrived from Pondicherry, With these the French opened a battery to the north¬ 
west, and served it so well that the very first shot dismounted, and the second 
entirely disabled one of the eightecn-pound^ra in the fort The otlier eighteen- 
pounder there was also soon demounted, and removed to a spot not exposed to 
the fire from the battery, which, being tints scarcely answered at all, succeeded 
in six days Ln beating down all the wall between two towers, and making a 
practicable breach. The garrison, meantime spared no exertion. Immediately 
under the rampart opposite to the breach two tranches were dug. leaving a 
considerable space between them, which was covered with crows'- feet; and still 
tertlier hack, a bouse was polled down to the height of a breastwork, fwm 
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which palisades were curried along the ends of the trenches up to the parapet a,c i Ti i. 
One field-piece ’was placed on one of the to were Hanking the breach, and two 
i>n the flat roof of n house opposite to it The enemy, aware of the reception 
prepared for them, did not yet venture to storm, and proceeded to erevt another 
lottery' <>n the southwest. 

Tilt? garrison, in the meantime, more iti the spirit of bravado than the Jtamra-.it. 
imndj^tion of any important result* thickened the highest tower of the ^ 
ramparts* mid crowned it with a mound of earth. On the top of this mound, 
which commanded the palace, as it towered alcove the intervening houses, they 
hoisted up jut enamel us gun. said to have been sent from Mb* by Aunmgzebe, 
and transported by t 000 yoke of oxen. The iron holla belonging to it weighed 
seventy-tWO pounds. The very first of tlieee, fired from it with a charge of 
thirty- pounds of gunpowder, went right through the palace, to the no small 
terror of Rajah Sahib and hi* staff it was tired only duo- a-iky. and after 
lorn- dischargee hurst. The besiegers, wishing to retaliate in .similar stvh*. 
filletl up tlte interior of a Large house with earth well rammed down; imd 
having tiius formed a square mound, and raised it m high as to overlook every 
jimt i.-i the fort, intended it for two small cannon and musketry. The garrison 
allowed the works to proceed till the cannon were actually mounted, and then 
opened upon it with their reserved eighteen-pounder, and with stub good effect, 
tljjit in less than an hour it tumbled down with the fifty men stationed upon it. 

The perilous position of the garriwon being well known at the presidency, Au^rt«,, 
it was resolved to reinforce it; and, with this view, a party of 100 Europeans jawT 
and 200 sepoys left Madina under Lieutenant limes. After a considerable part 
"I the journey was accomplished, they were surrounded by 2000 of the enemy, 
mid were only able, after serious loss, to retreat to the fort of Rmamalee, 
fifteen miles west of Madras, Relief from the presidency having thus L^cOtne 
a|ipanmtly boptdfifes Clive opened a communication with Moran Row, the 
Mahmtta chief of Gcotee, who laid been encamped for some time with GOOD 
men among the mountains, thirty miles west of Arcot, fie had come aa the 
hired ally of Mahomed Ah, hut had remained inactive on seeing the desperate 
white of his affairs, Gives name, however, was now beginning to carry n 
damn along with it ; and Morari Ruw s answer was. that he would lose not a 
moment in coming to the assistance of such brave men as the defenders of 
Arcot, «whose behaviour had now first convinced him that the English could 
fight T Lis inteliigenco alarmed Rajah Sahib, who endeavoured to anticipate 
the arrival of the Mahrattas by sending a I Jag of truce to the fort, offering 
honourable terms to the garrison, and a large sum uf money to Clive, and 
threatening, if his offers were not accepted, to stonm immediately and put every 
mem to the sword Clive only disdained his bribe, and laughed at his threats. 

The reinforcement from Madras, slightly increased, and commanded by 

Captain Kilpatrick, was again attempting to advance; and a debudmerit of 
Vol. I, 53 
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ad: 1711. Muhrnttas had actually arrived in the neighbourhood, and captured a. ijuantity 
°f ammunition going to the besiegers Rajah >S;diib, now awake to the danger 
of further delay, and encouraged by the effect of hb south west battery, which 
had ninclo a still larger breach than that on the north-west, determined to 
Tiniua^Li. storm. The day selected wits, the J4tii of November, one of the greatest 
"i Mahometan festivals, commemorative of the murder of Hossein, the chief 
of the FatimitCR During its celebration, every rou of Moslem falling in battle 
against unbeliever, b understood to peas at cnee to paradise without enduring 
the delays and pains of intermediate purgatories. T akin g advantage of tlie 
enthusiasm which such a period excites, and heightening it by inebriating drugs, 
Rajah Sahib, ns >*OQn ns morning broke, gave the signal for assault. Every part 
of the fort was threatened; but the principal attack was made in four divisions, 
two directed against the breaches, and two against the gates Clive, after 
making his arrangements, had gone to sleep, and ou being aroused found the 
garrison at their posts. Hit ditch in front of the north-west breach was fold- 
able, and the division alio tied to this port of the attack rushed across it A 
Large number immediately sat down with great composure underneath the wall 
to act as a reserve, while the rest hastened up to the breach, filled it, and had 
even passed, before the defenders gave lire It was most deadly, and continued 
without a moment's interruption, those behind supplying loaded muskety to 
those in front ils fast as they could discharge them The two cannons planted 
on tlie roof of the house opposite the bleach did fearful execution, and the 
assailants were Forced to retire. Fresh bodies, however, again and again 
renewed the assault, but were driven off as before, Meantime, those seated 
tlnrler the wall were not forgotten, and a few bombs with short fusees thrown 
from above obliged them to decamp. At the south-west breach, the attack 
was made in a Afferent manner. The ditch under it not being fordable, tin 
ussiihmti brought forward a raff, which was large enough to cany* seventy 
mem These embarked upon it, mid, though fired upon by two field-pieces, one 
on each think, were nearly across when Clive, observing the bud aim of the 
gunners, took the management of one of the pieces, and in two or three dis 
charge* caused such confusion that the raft was overset, mid those upon it who 
escaped drowning swain back to the opposite aide 

Tlie “Sft“It had Listed nearly an hour. As soon as it ceased, the aesaflanis 
employed themselves in carrying off their death They might have been pen 
milted to discharge this duty of humanity undisturbed; but the fire .4' die 
garrison was not slackened, and they Were obliged to desist An act of heroism, 
on the part of a native, is not unworthy of being recorded The leader of the 
sepoys at the north briilge, after greatly distinguishing himself, had fatten 
He was greatly beloved by Ills men, and one of them creased the ditch for his 
body. Though the attempt exposed him to the fire of forty muskets, he bad 
the good fortune to escape uidmmied with his honourable burden The whole 
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loss of the enemy was computed at 400 men, iilmont alt natives; for the French, ajj.iisi* 
!ls if unwilling to encounter the English in tlu j deadly breach while the two 
governments wore actually at peace, had kept idoof, and been only spectators 
of the assault The loss of the garrison amounted only to four Europeans 
killed, and two .sepoys wounded. When the assault took place, so tnuny of 
the garrison were disabled by wounds or sickness, that the whole number 
engaged luListen'd only eighty Europeans, officers induce], and 120 sepoys. 

The-se, during the attack, served five pieces of cannon, and expended 12,000 
m aske C cartridges. 

Two hours after their repulse, the enemy renewed their tire both with n>i«i« 
cannon and musketry; and with the exception of two hours, during which they T “ k " L 
were allowed, at their own reipiest, a truce to bury their dead, maintained it 
till two in the lot lowing morning, when it suddenly ceased. When the day 
dawned the garrison were overjoyed to learn the cause, The enemy had 
evacuated the town; and the siege, after lasting fifty days, was dually nosed* 

In the camp were found four pieces of artillery, four mortars, and a large quau- 
tity i'f ammunition, showing how predpitate the departure of the enemy must 
have been. In the evening. Captain Kilpatrick arrived with his detachment 

Rajah Sahib's repulse had been the signal for the departure gf id l his Obi 
auxiliary chiefs, and he was left only with the troojis which his father Imd 
sent from TricMnopoly. W itli these and the French he moved west to Vellore, 
close to Lhe eastern side of which he inclosed himself within strung mtrench- 
ments. Clive, being now free to Etet, left Captain Kilpatrick in cOmmimd of thfi 
fort, and proceeded with 2 00 Europeans, TOO sepoys, :md three field-pieces, 
south to Timery, whieh surrendered on the Erst summons. His next move* 
incuts depended on the Mahrattas, who had promised to join him, but as usual 
employed themselves in plundering the surrounding country. Burin Row, 
whom his unde, Horan Row, had left in command of UKHJ horse, conducted 
himself so negligently when in the vicinity of Vellore that he exposed himself 
to a night attack, and was obliged to leave bis camp to the enemy. Anxious 
to repair the loss he applied to Clive, who set out with him, and was thus 
engaged when he lejiroed that a party of Europeans from Pondicherry were 
<-*i l ilit- way to Aniuu, n strong fort on the road between Aroot and Ginget He 
proposed to intercept them, and succeeded, after souie difficulty, in obtaining 
tin.- consent of Bilhih Row, whose objections were not overcome till lie {earned 
that the French were carrying a large mms of money to Rajah Sahib, Even 
ufier he gave his consent, he was unable to muster more titan GOU horse. These, 
when added to Clive's original force; left him far inferior to the enemy, whum 
Jit ilbcuVoted after a forced march of twenty milts, preparing to cross the river 
immediately to the north of Amec with 8U0 Europeans, 200U horse, and jfiOQ 
.sepoys. 

The enemy, perceiving their superiority, wheeled round anil determined to 
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A '■ iril _ gi Te battk Olive on Ills pint did n-ot decline it. and nwaited thp attack in mi 
ftdv;mtAgeouK posititju—the MuLmLkLs occupying a grove of palm tret-s on tile 
I- 1 ft. the sepoy 3 u village OT3 the right, and the Europe&as an open ground in the 
; i centre between the two In front wore swampy rice fields, with a causeway 
aVh.. leading through them to the village The French, with about J5IJ0 of them 
rtcjmysimit their aitiilety, advanced ulung the causeway, while the honse, with 
tire remaining sepoys mt«rspereed witli them, moved forward on the grove. 
Iltiif a spirited action commenced, and the Mahrottas displayed much grdJantryv 
making five miccesaive charges, though only to be repulsed The division 
advancing along the cause wav were more snceessfully opposed, and wero so 
gnlh-dj and end laded by the English held pieces that sill but the nrtiilervineii 
with the camion quitted the causeway and made for the rite fields. Their 
poaitiun was nut thereby impruvcd, and a general a]anil spreading over their 
wh " le ranks they commenced a retreat Clive followed dose in pursuit, but 
night coming on they made their escape with comparatively little logo, crossed 
the river and entered Amet So much, however, were they dispirited that they 
did not venture tq remain, and quitted it in disorder, followed by the Mahrattas, 
who, now entirely in their dement, overtook them and captured Rajah Sahib s 
militaiy chest, containing 100,000 rupees. In cynsequenoe of this defeat, many 
of the enemy's sepoys deserted and offered their services to Clive, who enlisted 
CtH) of those who were best armed 
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liiiriiif; tire siege of Arcot, tile French, by occupying Cimjcvenuii, lad inter- 
m l ,r,Nl Hie communication with Madras, and captured a party of disabled nan 
ivL, ’.i , , . proceeding thither. Some of them they are said to have atrociously 
murdered in their litter, but Lieutenant Revel and Ensign Glass, already men¬ 
tioned, obtained quarter, and were living as prisoners in Conjeventm when 
( live appeared before it and summoned it to surrender. The French commun- 
tier so far fiagot himself as to threaten that if lie were attacked, be would 
**P°“ tkeSB E,, a lis1 ' °®«*5 on the walla Olive paid no regard to this unworthy 
luernce; and on receiving two eighteen-pound era from Madras, begun to latter 
in breach at the distance of am yards. On this occasion ha mode another of 
those remarkable Imrhreudtli escapes, of which we have already seen n 
lnrtnnere. an <direr who accompanied him wldle reconnoitring Mug shot 
detni by hie .side. The breach would norm have Iwn rendered practically. but 
tl„- French commander, dreading the resentment which he knew he must have 
provoked, did not venture to stand an assault, and abandoned the place in the 
night, leaving bis two prisoners behind- After ruining the ,I,,tenets of Corijeve 
-am, Clive sent 200 European! and 500 sepoys to Areot, and returned with the 
rest to the presidency, to give an account of bis triumphant ronijiaign, 

Rujali Sahib's scattered troops, seeing the field again dear by tire departure 
Ml the British, re-uasembled, and moving down toward the coast, ravaged part 
"« wwpany's territory around Madras and m tlw vital*} of Ht’Thnuid 
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They next returned to Conjeveram, chaired the defence nf the pagnd*. garri- 
aotied it with 300 sepoys, and kept passeesiaa uf the open country ns far east as 
Pi uiauudee. The presidency, who had been employed in prejiaring a reinlbree- 
«lent fur Triehiaopoly, determined to employ it, in Lite first insUmje, in expel¬ 
ling these dangerous and troublesome intrudeni (.'live, appointed to this task, 
inarched from Madras in February, 1752. with u detachment which. when 
augmented by a remJbreemeni from Arcut, consisted of WO European* and 
1300 sepoyh, with nix field-ph.^ The enemy, though mustering klU Euro- 
]H-an*. 2000 eepoj’Si mid 2500 horse, w ith n large train of artillery, did not 
venture to risk an encounter, and removed south to VandaJonr, wla re, ra they 
strongly intrenehed themselves, they seemed determined on 21 stand On Olive's 
u[ipr*mc]i it looked us if their courage had ugmn holed lIlcIii, for they had not onlv 
■ duiti'luiitH 1 their camp, but disper^l as if some sudden terror had stniek them 
h soon appeared, however, that they were not obeying their fears., but following 
out 21 deep-laid scheme. When again heard of they wem united at i'onjaveram 
and preparing to move west on Am>L Aware that it had been almost entirely 
stripped of its garrison to furnish the above reinf orcement, they had deter- 
uuti -I Em full upon it suddenly, after they had tempted CUv* so far away as to 
make [r iliHicult for him to advance to its relief The stratagem nearly s-tio- 
ceeded, not merely in consequence of the feebleness of the garrison, but of 
t n udierv within it Two native sepoy officers had been gained over, and were 
to have opened the gates, Fortunately the plot was discovered, and the enemy, 
finding that the signals agreed upon were not answered, went off n* suddenly *8 
they had Appeared. 

Notwithstanding intelligence of their departure, Clive continued his march 
westward, and at sunset hud come wi thin sight of Covervpauk, when the van, 
advancing without suspicion, were fired upon from nine pieces of cannon at the 
distance of ouly 250 yards, The whole enemy were here lying in ambuscade, 
?mil the cannons were the French artillery posted in u grove, with 21 ditch imd 
bank in front, Gftve made his arrangements hastily, but with the greatest 
coolness. Ordering the infantry to take shelter in a water-coume immediately 
i-n the left, and the baggage to he moved bade half a mile, under the guard of n 
platoon and One of the field-pieces, he sent a detachment, with two field-pieces 
to oppose Rajah Sahib n cavalry, who were spreading out on the plain, and 
employed Ida other three remaining pieces to answer the tire tinm the grove 
Hie French xufkniiy advanced along the water-course in a column of ^ix men 
abreast, anrl were met by the English infantry in the *mrmi order. Neither 
Venture ! to come to the bayonet, ami an indecisive fire of musketry was kept 
up for two hour* by moonlight The enemy's mvnjry wore :dso kept at bay. 
and toiled lit several attempts on the Ijaggaga So fur the tight wus eqnaL It 
wrLi otherwise with the artillery dives three pieces were no match for the 
I ri ncli nine, and so many of bin gunners were killed or disabled, that he saw no 
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A D l l?a£ ^ternjitivt* but to take the enemy's battery or to retreat The former, if prae 
ti cable, was of tourso the more desirable, and was at once adopted, when a 
sergeant who W been sent to reconnoitre, returned with the informal kin tlmt 
the enemy had left the rear of the grove without any guard, A strong detach¬ 
ment was iumjedlately despatched towards the enemy’s rear by a long circuit 
Clive himself accompanied it half-way,. and returned only in time to find the 
troops he had left in the water-course on the point of giving way. He succeeded 
with some difficulty in rallying them, and had renewed the fight, when all at 
once the enemy's artillery ceased to fire. The attack on the rear hud been 
completely successful The detachment reached the grove unpercdv&j. ami gave 
a general volley at the distance of only thirty yards. The panic was instantan¬ 
eous, and the enemy tied without firing another shot Many of the Frenchmen 
who hud crowded into a uhoultry in the grove gladly accepted of quarter and 
became prisoners of war. Among the immediate fruits of the victory' were nine 
tidd -1 neves, three coehom mortars, and the surrender of the fort of Coverypauk. 

Clive continued his march to A root, and was next day on his way to Vel¬ 
lore. in the hopes of inducing Mortiz Ali to piy a contribution, or at least deliver 
up the elephants and baggage which Tiajah Sahib bad deposited with him. when 
lie received an order to repair with nit his force to Fort St. David from which 
it to determined to despatch him. in command of a reinforcement, to Trieluno 
Awwiiii poly. In inarching south across the country in obedience to this order, lie 
JtSS? passed the spot where Nazir Jung had toet his life, and where Duploix, to com¬ 
memorate the very detestable action which he heralded as a victory, had founded 
a city under the name of Dupleix-Futeabad* or the City of Dapleixs Victory. 
In its centre a cohmm, with a pompOU* inscription. in French, Tertian, and 
several Indian languages, was to have been erected. Clive did an act of jus¬ 
tice, :is well as sound policy, by levelling the wlwle with the ground. Though 
his route lay through a country still nominally in the hands of the enemy, no 
obstruction was offered. Their spirits and their force wore equally broken: and 
Mahomed Ali, who lately did not possess any spot north of the C'oleroon, was 
mainly by CUve’s exploits* put in virtual [Possession, us nabob, of a territory 
sixty miles lung by thirty broad, mid yielding an annual revenue of £ 150 , 000 . 
Three days alter Clives arrival at Fort St. David, Major Lawrence returnuiI 
from England and again assumed the chief military command. 
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Coatittmtlrai at tic of TrjeMnupoly— A nival of Mj^OT Lawrence wjih a ranton’ttrant— MidmtoeJ 

AI:"a tortuous proo?&djflpi^DTscantctu <rf hid allied—-Attempt* of lilt Frcocti to recover Ihelr lost 
proonil— CiiT? silts f ir Ensiaod —Slli imi l of Major La*nn«!—Xu* mtnjjueH of Dapkix, 

fTILE Clive was gaining hh successes hi Arcofc, Chimda 
Sahib continued to beleaguer Triebmopoly; The chief bur- 
ut the siege fell upon the French, who, having - obtained 
u train of battering artillery from their settlement of CarricnJ, 
erected their principal battery at the distance of 1200 yards 
the north-easi- angle -of the Jortresi Their heaxbquarteiE were fixed nts-;- f 
*“ Stance eastward, near the south bank of the Cau very; and in order to 
sive tli© trouble of connecting them by trenches, they converted the battery into ^ 
a t n ru!ar redoubt by induing the flanks and rear with a parapet and a ditek 
The battery was mounted with three eighteen-pounders and three mortarsj and 
on jl rock afterward* known m the French Rock, situated nearly due south of 
th e l.i£ktti-ry a t L 1 1 ah'nit 2H00 van Is from the south-east angle of the fortress, nvo 
eighteen-pounder were placed. Two guns were also posted on the north bank 
of the Cuuveiy, within the island of Seriugham. opposite to the northern gate. 

I fiese arningfinonh iin heated a great luck of engineering skill and enterprise, ns 
Ih.tli of the two gun-batteries were fur too distant to make any Impression on 
the walls. Accordingly, after they had continued for several days wasting their 
ammunition to no purpose, the troojK under Captain Gingen not only got rid 
of their former fears, hut ran to the Opposite extreme, and blamed him for not 
allowing them to be foolhardy Alt his caution, though it had formerly been 
excessive, was now necessary to prevent them from exposing themselves to 
disaster. 

meet the enetm, s attack the defenders raised up a glacis, leaving untiling 
lnit the parapet of the wall visible, opposite to the prinet]nd battery, flung tip 
an entrenchment opposite to the French Rock, ami mounted two ^ims close to 
the south hank of the Cauvery. to answer those on the opjmsite side In the 
idand or Sarmgbuu. A constant firing wm now kept up on both sides without 
any result Ibe time wasted, however, began to tell severely against Mahomed 
Ali, whose resources were much more limited than those of the besieger* 
Beanies maintaining hie own troops he was expected to subsidize the Coinpmy^ 
treopa This he feared would soon become impossible, and the consequents 
might hr that these troop* would withdraw mid leave him to his fete Very 
naturally, therefore, he looked about for new allies, and found one in Mysore, 
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a u. irsi. then the most powerful of the neighbouring states. Its sovereign was nt tills time 
on infant, and the whole piwer was concentrated in the hands of his uncle, the 
iltfutmy or regent, who listened to Mahomed Ali the more readily from the deep 
hatred whieh he bore to Chunda Saliib. At the same time, while grailfi, ing bis 
hatred, he did nut forget his interest, and sold the promise of his assistance at a 
very' extravagant mte. He wps not long, however, in beginning to fulfil iL fa 
the beginning of Or to her, 1751, a party of horsemen arrived from Seringaputam, 
the capital of Mysore. Their number was only Beventy but they brought with 
them what was of more consequence, in the shape of a subsidy of 50U,bho 
rupees (£6U ; UQ0), 

^ MiiiLi*fy Tills was only a foretaste of rite aid about to be fumiEhed by the dnlawav. 

furai ftuni, . “ 

’.O'.-.i'.\ for to the latter end of November he began to assemble an army at- Giruur, 

about forty-five miles W. N.W. of Trichinopoly; and not contented with his 
own troops, hired a body of 6000 Hahrattas* under the command of Momtri 
Row. We have already seen 1000 of these mercenaries, under Basin Row, 
co-operating with Clive in ArcoL A party of 500 seat to Tridbinopoiy dint in* 
guLblied themselves as soon :is they arrived by their activity; and both by the 
boldness of their charges, and their cunning devices in laving ambuscades, cut 
off a considerable number of the enemy. Unduly elated by this success, they 
were eager for a general engagement, ami on finding the English indisposed to 

risk if told them t “they wen* not the same kind of 
men they had seen lighting so gallantly at A root,” 
Mahomed Ali's prospects now began to brighten, 
for after some frivolous delays, the Mysore army, 
consisting of V£,0Ot> horse, of whom 4000 were 
Mahrattas, led by Horan Row, anil M000 foot, 
arrived ut Trid duopoly. The numbers appear 

much more formidable on paper than tbev were in 
reality, for at thin time the Mysorean troops were 
cowardly and undisciplined. Independently, how¬ 
ever. of their actual value, they had indirectly a 
powerful influence in inducing other neighbouring 
states to join the same side; and hence the King 
ol 1'jiTjj ore. who bad hitherto professed neutrality, 
no sooner learned the arrival of the Mysorean army 
than he declared in favour of Mahomed Ali, and 
rti x nt him an auxiliary force, wiiiaistingof S(HHI horse 
mnl tit h.kI font, nni.ler the command of his general 
Monaqje& The Polygar Tundeoum, whose country is Tanjqre and Madura, 
d ^- ! espoused ilie saitiv side, and ;x *eii [ a conaidenihle reinforcement, The army 

TLii PaljgaD duriied From Lnltubit' municipal r@ijTil»|jinii! tv tlw itintnutioB of 

iit£ lb* pollumt UT wWi ia the smUtem parij of tigtn ud oUior feroei&iu tauta.”-VmWa Tiiv*' 
FTfrMSwut*®, uq< 1 appear tv t*k*fi ttmr Hoc from e/. j ?l rienf A mti W A mumr. 
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of Mahomed All now amounted tvs 20,000 horse and 20,000 foot; thnt of Chunda 
SiihiE. 1 , increased from different quarters, wiis little inferior, since it had exactly 
tlto numlir of foot, and was only 5000 weaker in cavalry, 

Uie urgun^y ot the Mill imitate iini their other Confederates for action was 
nr)^ grrntb increased, and Captain Gtftgeii had much difficulty in re.-dsting 
thtir importunity, When he announced Mb determination to wait for the rein 
f >nvm,mt which wax exported from the nre hlencv, several of the native officers 
lost il!I patience, and Scrupled not to stigmatize his so-caUed caution ax mere 
cnwardioy. Su difi^tLsdcd, indeed, was Nusberaj, the Mysorean commander, that 
lw was more than once on the point of returning home with his army, and wait 
" nl y appeased when the revenues of all the districts recovered since hh arrival 
wen- made over to Mysore Morari Bow, equally offended, said less, but acted 
with the characteristic duplicity of Ida countrymen, by entering into a secret 
Mrrespondenee with the enemy. 

The reinforcement commanded by Major Lawrence* ably seconded by 
Captain Clive, was now on its way. It consisted of 400 Europeans and 1100 
sepoys. willi eight field-pieces, and was cumbered with a large quantity of 
military stores Both armies., aware of the effect which it might have on future 
operation^ were equally on the alert, the one to secure its safe arrival, and the 
other to intercept it On the 26th of March it arrived at a fort of the King of 
fan fore, t Inin twenty miles of rriebiiiojxdy, and there dej nisi ted such of the 
stores ns were must cumbcraome, M Law, the commander of the French 
battalion acting not merely ou bk own judgment but by special instructions 
fiom Dupleix. was determined not to allow it to pass without a strenuous effort 
to effect a capture The first struggle commenced at the fort of Coilady. It 
wns in possession of the French, who had here posted a strong Wv with urtil- 
lerv Major Lawrence, anxious to avoid the danger, ordered his guides to look 
out for another road. Instead of doing so they led him to the very spcht The 
erreu wax first (Hsitjvfrcd by the fire of six pieces of cannon fftmn the opposite 
wide uf the Can very. Great was the confusion, but both by good fortune and 
gwxl management the loss sustained wsa small, and the line by diverging to the 
left, was soon beyond the enemy’s reach A more serious contest was at hand. 
On advancing towards Elindnenim, a rock crowned with a fortified pagoda, five 
miles south-east of Trichiimpoly, Major Lawrence learned that the greater part 
of the enemy s army was drawn up in battle array between it and the French 
Rock, while the remainder ooaiipied the space between this rock and the village 
of Clmkleypolkm, on the south brink of the Cauvery. The object was very 
apparent lf;ul the major attempted to pnxs to the north of EUmkaremi he 
imiId scarcely have escaped being surrounded. He therefore passed to the .^lutli, 
and had only proceeded a short way, when he bad the satisfaction of being 
joined by 200 Europeans and 400 sepoys under Captain Dalton, and the greater 
port of Mahomed Alik anuy. 
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Scarcely half nn hour had Iveen spent by the troops lil taking refreshment 
when th>‘ scoots eamo in at fall speed to announce that the whole of the enemy- 
army was advancing- Olive, sent out to reconnoitre, observed that a large 
ehoultiy with same stone buildings in front of the French battalion remained 
unoccupied, and wa& ordered ^mnd us fast as possible with the first division of 
artillery, supports! by the grenadiers, re> take puesfessun of it The enemy, 
though nwnrvid' their object did not attempt to imt-vtrip i! nun, its they might and 
ought t- ■ have done, and contented themselves with opening a cannonade It was 
the hottest that hud yet taken place in India, the French riling from twenty- two 
pieces, and the English from ni n e, The latter, though much fewer, did more 
execution, because the English nut actually serving the guns were sheltered hv 
the choultry ctnd its buildings, while the French stood exposed in the open 
plain Tliia advantage warn to hi; and the enemy beginning to waver, iirst drew 
back their artillery, and then commenced a general retreat. Had the native 
tn mps on the English side done their part a decided victory might have Wen 
gained, but they had remained almost inactive, as if they hud heed not conre 
IhataiitSs but mere Sj>ecfcatnra. This is said to have been owing, not to any waul 
i't' bravery, but to the bad example set by Moron How, whose intrigue with the 
enemy was now 90 far advanced that he was unwilling to act against them 
Though from this cause the enemy escaped with a comparatively small h^s, an 
important object hud been gained; for the reinforcement, no longer interrupted 
in its progress, arrived in the course of tbe evening at I’m-hinopily. 

Major Lawrence, not to allow the enemy to recover from the terror inspired 
by their defeat, proposed immediate action, but met with so many obstructions 
from his allies, whose notions of fortunate and unfortunate days often Induced 
them to sacrifice their most favourable opivoTtunities, that he resolved to attempt 
something with his own troops on his own responsibility. His object was to 
surprise Chirndu Sahib’s camp, which lay to the east of that of the French, and 
had no entrenchments With this view he despatched Captain Dalton with 
ion men, with orders to make a long circuit, and commence hi> attack ■ i the 
east wide of the camp, beat it up, and set fire to it Owing to n blunder of the 
guides the expedition failed, but the mere fact of its haring been attempted so 
alarmed the French commander that nothing would satisfy him hut a retreat i<> 
the island nf Seringbam. Chundu Ssahil 1 remonstrated, but M, Uw carried his 
point, and with so much precipitation, that a part of the baggage and whole 
tnagrtrines of provisions were set on fire, to save tlie difficulty of transport or 
prevent the danger of capture. The whole proceeding loofca like infatuation. 
By retiring beyond the Cmivfery the siege wns truly at an end Why then 
re iiialu cooped up in an island, with the certainty of being soon prereed for sup 
ptieFs and the probability of being excluded from the possibility of egress 1 The 
only jihuHibb; wvmmt which lias lietin given of the enemy s withdrawal to the 
inland is. that c ’ they were afraid to fight, aud ashamed tu retreat'* 
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The English Host India Company, wliilc- naturally encouraged m& dated bv a i> 
the fiivoiiniblf' turn wluch. affairs hud taken, were suffering severely in their 
n;tTCantilc interest by the length and expensiveness of the war; and it there- 
lure seemed juetifiahle, evt-n at some risk of failure, to adopt any plan which 
premised to bring it with the least delay to a successful termi nation. Such a 
[(hut wjls suggested by Clive, and adopted by Major Lawrence. It was to 
ri*nu the army into two divisions; and while retaining the one south of the 
taiivay, to send (lie other to (he north of the Oolereon, Hazardous it certainIv 

■ vu>. for the defeat of one division almost necessarily involved the destracriwi of 
tjotli. A difficulty remained. To whom wan the command of the nitrthsm 
1 bvision to l.a* intrusted? Major Lawrence was anxious to appoint ( live, but 
several of the officers as his seniors. hnd a prior claim. The Maluraftns and 
Mysoreans removed the difficulty, by declaring that they would not allow any 
flf their troops to accompany the copedi&ion unless CHve bad the command of it. 

He was accordingly n^jpointed, <md after arranging to ehoo-e a ce ntral position 

■ •etween the Culeroon and the straits of Ootatoor, s«« as to be always within ti 
%oed march of Trichinopoly, set out on the 6th of April. 17a2, with +00 Euro- 
^KJLijs. 700 sepoys, 3000 Malmittas commanded by Imue Khun. 1000 Tanjorine 
li'Q’se, two battering camion, and six field-pieces. Having reached the north bank 
ot the Coleroou by crossing the island of Seriiiglumi three miles of the 
jjRgodaof Jumbakistna, he marched north seven miles and took possession of the 
village Samiavertiiii, w ith its two pagodas one < n each side of the highroad 
leading to Ootatoor* 

Ihipkix, alarmed at the critical position into which t hnndu Sahibs army 
foul been 3 rought by M. Law s injudicious retreat into the island of Scringhazn, 
sent M. d AuU-isd to superaed© him. Hi 1 was accompanied by 120 Europeans, 

>(KJ sepoys, with four field-pieces, and a large convoy of provisions and stores. 

Clive, on learning his arrival at Ootatoor, and Lutenti^n to avoid Eamiaivei^tn. 
by making a large circuit to the west, set out with the greater part of kin force niUlxtrim! 
to intercept Iuhl M d Autenil. informed of this movement* hastened back to 
Ootatoor T und Clive retraced his steps to Samiavemm. M. law* who knew uf 
Clive» departure and not of his return, sent a party of eighty Eunipeans and 

i SCpOyu ti* attack Ssjniaveraro, and make an easy prize of the few troops 
who foul been left in it. They arrived in the vicinity at midnight. and were 
informed by a spy of the return cf the force sent against JL d'Autouil The 
■Mmmanding officer reused to believe it, and pushed forward with his men. 

On I (ting ehallenged by the advanced guard of the English sepoys, an Irishman, 
who WTi3 in command of a body of deserters, stopped out and told them that 
Major Lawrence had sent him with a reinforcement. The sepoys, hearing some 
"f the other deserters speaking English, wore so fully satisfied, that they never 
thought of asking the counter-Word, and even sent one of their number to cmn- 
duct them to Iteud-quartern Thus guided, they passed without interruption 
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through part of the Maitfatta camp, and reached the lesser jtngodfl- Hi to they 
were challenged by the sentinels-, and answered by firing a volley. Olive, who 
wa* deeping in u neighbouring choultry, started up, and, imagining that it wan 
hid ow ei sepoyB who were firing in consequence of some alarm on the outskirts, 
hastened off to the larger pagoda for a body of Europeans, and retumc l with 
iOfi of them to the choultry, when he was confirmed in his first impression by 
finding a large body of sepoys drawn up facing the south, from ’which any alarm 
might be supposed to Lave come, and firing at random, Never doubting that 
they were his own men, be left his Europeans twenty yards in tlieir rear, and 
went in among them, upbraiding them for their panic His voice betrayed 
him to one of the sepoys, who instantly attacked him with his sword, and 
wounded him in two places, Clive immediately encountered his assailant, who 
took to his heels and ran off for the lesser pagoda Still uuctuisciotis of his mis¬ 
take, and enraged that he should thus Imve been attacked by one of hia own 
men, fie followed in pursuit, and firsL learned the rad state of matters by being 
accosted by six Frenchmen. With singular presence of mind, he at once 
recovered from his surpriffe, and with great composure told the Frenchmen he 
had come to offer them terms. at the same time bidding them look round and 
sea how completely the pagoda wna surrounded by his army. Three of the 
Frenchmen went back into the pagoila to acquaint their countrymen with 
the offer of quarter; the other three actually gave up their arms and followed 
him to the choultry, where he took the necessary stejHj to rid the camp i 4‘ 
intruder^ 

Clive's personal dangers were not yet over. The pagoda, desperately de¬ 
fended by the French and the English deserters, remained in their hands till 
daybreak As the only chance of escape, a sally was attempted It failed; and 
Clive, anxious to save further bloodshed, advanced to parley. Weak with the 
lu^ of blood and fatigue, he was standing with his hick towards the wall of the 
porch, and leaning in a stooping posture on the shoulders of two sergeants* when 
the Irish deserter, probably awore that, whatever ten us were made, he could 
have no hope of mercy, insolently advanced, and telling Clive that be would 
shoot him. fired his musket The bullet missed him , but passed through l!i- j 
bodies of both the sergeant*. who fell mortally wounded The escape looks like 
a miracle. It was afterwards discovered that, at the very commencement of the 
alcuiu, he had had another escape scarcely less wonderful The vpi y firet volley 
which started him from Ids sleep, shattered a box under his feet, ami killed si 
servant who wojb lying close to hinL Three hairbreadth escapes in a single day 
—the midnight volley—the sepoys sword—and the Irish desperados deudh 
aun—make it impoafUbU: to doubt that a -sjiecinl Pro vide net 1 : was watching over 
him and reserving him for great events. The 700 sepoys who had entered the 
camp, managed to quit it again during the confusion, mid were hastening kick 
to the Coleroon, when the Mnhrattns were observed m full pursuit They 
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attempted to escape by throwing down their urns and dispersing It was in \ t> jtk. 
vim; every man of them perished, 

Tbt- position of the two armies was now reversed. The besiegers saw them- f«»* 
wives besieged and m clanger of being starved out Their great hope was in ”™“ 

M d'Auteuil; but this hope soon failed them, for that officer, des]wtiring not 
only of reaching Seringham, but of mam taming his position at OoUtaor, made 
a rapid retreat h, Voleondn, after sacrificing a large quantity nf bis storm This 
ioani, and the dangers which threatened on every side, determined Chundu Sahiba 
officers to execute a design which they bud for some Lime contemplatt-d Ap- 
potfiebiiig him in a laxly, they announced their determination to quit Ills ser 
vice. Instead of upbraiding them, he told them that they had only anticipated 
a similar proposal from hini&uli. He was nimble to pay their arreaju, but assured 
them that they would not be forgotten should better fortune again attend him; 
and gave the best proof of Iris sincerity by making over to them at a valuation 
the greater pint of ids elephants, camels, horses, and other military effects 
Some of the troops thus set free returned home; others took service with tlie 
Mysoreans, Very few went over to Mahomed AJi; but Clive, at Smuiavemn, 

Whs joined by -000 of the beat horse and 1500 sepoys Chuuda Sahib was left 
with only -000 horse and -HHIO foot, who were lodged in the pagoda of Seriog- 
hom. The French battalion, with 200D sejx ys, shut themselves up in the pagoda 
of Jumhukistna, and gave out that they meant to defend theuiselves to the lust 
extremity As their only hope, they still kept their eyes turned towards M 
d Amend, who, on liis- part, so far from loving aide to bring them sjuccour, wrus 
entirely occupied with Ids own difficulties After various movements, which 
only entangled him more mid mure, lie was cooped up by Clive in the fiat of 
Vdconda. and obliged toooiue to terms. One of these was that deqerterg should stuHMter vt 
he pardoned. It seems strange that there should have been any occasion fur ' 
such a clause.; but its importance is perceived when we team the astounding 
fact, that though the whole number of Europeans under M. d'Auteuil was only 
IOOj no fewer than thirty-five, more than one-third of the whole, were English 
soldiers who had deserted 

The surrender of M, d'Auteuil left the French in Setingtuun without the tfumd* s*. 
least prospect of relief Preparatory' to u capitulation, it weuj thought desirable 
that an attempt should lie made to secure the escape of Chuuda Sahib. HI. Law 
was aware that tn the hands of DuplcLv lie might still he turned to good account , 
and he apjjeara, moreover, to have been sincerely desirous not to allow him to 
fall into die power of Mahomed Ali, who was well known to be thirsting flu 
his life. So completely, however, was the island now watched, tliat the only 
mode of escape which seemed practicable was to bribe some of the native auxi- 
liories to allow him a passage through their quartern Several were thought 
of—the Mnhrattic-, but they would sell him to . the highest bidder—the My¬ 
soreans, but they would employ him as :i hostage to obtain the performance of 
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A.P, the promise which Mahomed AJi hud made to them —and the Tiinj orbits, 
but they bore him an old grudge, ami would bo willing to take au opportunit y 
of avenging it It was known, however, that Mouaqre, the Tanjorme com¬ 
mander, was at variance with the prime minister, and might in consequence Le 
induced to pursue a separate interest To him, therefore, the overture was 
made. He gave his consent readily, and received a large sum of money in 
hand with the promise of much more, anti almost any advantage for which he 
chose to stipulate. The bargain was thus concluded, and nothing remained hut 
to fix the time of Ohunda Salnhs departure, when, on the Slat of May, on the 
arrival of battering Cannon from Devhmttii Major Lawrence summoned M. 
haw to surrender. Mtmocje^ now pretending zealous friendship, took advan¬ 
tage of the summons to urge Cliuuda Sa hi b to come over that very night, nod 
assure 1 him that every hour s delay added greatly to his riak. Some suspicion 
of trefldiery was felt, and Monucjjee was asked for a considerable hostage. He 
answered with great calmness; tliat if treachery was meant, no hostage could 
prevent it and that, moreover, the inert- giving of a hostage would he equiva¬ 
lent to a divulging of the whole secret, He bound himself, however, by an oath 
on Ids sword and poniard the most sacred of all obligations to an Indian tidier. 
t > send off Chimdu Sahib as soon an he came into his quarters, with an oseort 
'i horae to Camcah All this had taken place at an interview with M. Llw, 
whose suspicions were still further lulled by a Tanjorine talker who told him 
he was to command the escort, and showed him the poluupio and other [> re¬ 
parations for the journey. Chunda Sahib, who was waking to hear the result 
m 1 the interview, immediately placed hiutscll in the power of Monncjee, win 
first use of it Wtt to put him in irons. 

mX , l yi Lw * ***** concluding the armngement for hie unfortunate colleague in 

tmJiU, amw ' ^ m> !llte niative ft>r hiniBel£ Hewn* absolutely at the mercy of his 
antagonists, and had no hope except in the moderation of Major Lawrence 
The French, he said, were not at war with the English; and now that. Chunda 
HiihW, was a prisoner, and his army dispersed, he expected to be treated not as 
an enemy, but as the representative of a friendly power, and assisted to return 
in safety with lib tinny to the French settlement* Major Lawrence replied 
that he acted only as the interpreter of the intentions of Mahomed All, and 
justified the terms which he proposed to exact by producing a letter in which 
Duph-ix declared that lie would never cease to pursue him while a Frenchman 
remmined in Indio. The first summons to If. Law was to surrender at discre- 
tion; a second, hi more peremptory terms, demanded a decisive answer by a fixed 
hrair, and added that, if the batteries once began to play every man in the 
pagoda should be put to the sword. OUSroatety, nil evasions proving vain. 
M Uu resignt-d ].imp'll to his kite, and made am imoonditiomd surrender. 
The whole force under his command, and which thus became prisoner* of war, 
consisted of a battalion of *20 Europ.au> ntid 2000 sepoys. Ttelr nrtil lery were 
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«feven battering cannon, mostly eighteen-poimdm, twenty field-piece*, four xu.mii 
thirteen-kdi mortar and two petards ; they had also a large quantity of 
ammunition. stores, and carriages of all descriptions The native home and'foot 
within the pugfHht of Ser- 
iiigham were allowed to 
depart without molestation 
They all embraced the offer 
except 1 IKK) Rajpoots, who. 

I laving vowed to defend tin* 
sanctity of the pagoda, kept 
their station, and threat¬ 
ened death to any one who 
should dare to penetrate 
beyond the third inokaurc 
It was deemed unnecessary 
to disturb them. The only 
point still to be decided whs 
the Ihit; of Chun da Sahib. 

He wilh still the prisoner of Monacjce, who held him us his prize and refused end t^or 
to part with him, Major Lawrence proposed his safe custody in one of the ^.' U 
hnglisli settlements; bait the confederates were unanimous in rejecting this 
proi^i 1 They were, however, for from being agreed as to any other, and 
M-mtch- begun to suspect that his prisoner would eventually give him more 
trouble than profit. The Dak way of Mysore, Mahomed All, and Moran Bow 
were all equally Wnt on securing pasBesjsiou of his person; and It w m impossible 
to gmtify one of them without offending the other two. In these rireuin- 
stances Mouacjee took the course which his savage nature dictated, and rid 
himself of further importunity on the sulject of Chunda Sahib by putting him 
to death Mahomed Ali, now freed from u rival in the Carnatic, became nabob 
in reality as weU as in name, and will in future be mentioned under that title. 

bo sooner was tile surrender of tlie French completed than Major Lawrence Hakim*i 
utg.d the nabob to lose m> time in proceeding into the Carnatic at the head of ^'-Xl 
tli.: confederate army. The soundness of his advuje was readily admitted : still 
tlie nabob lingered and betrayed a mysterious backwardness to mom Major 
Lawrence Lnd no idea of the cause, till the Mysorean explains! it hy refusing 
Li> move until I fieiiinojHily ami its dejicudencitiii wore yielded tip to him as the 
stipulated recompense of Ms services The secret had been well kept; but now 
^k'N dissimulation could no longer avail, the nabob, when questioned on, the 
subject, readily admitted that he had promised all which tkv Mysorean asked 
Tina ought to have seLiled the question; and )«; the consequences what they 
might, the only bouse* course wm to fullil the promise. Nothing, however, 
was farther from the nabob's intention and it was easy to devise plausible pre- 
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:? kt- fnr t m«lijig tlit 1 - hligutiuii Trichitio] k> h w.l- u* 't lii^, ft K-loiigni to the 
Great Mogul; he was only viceroy, and might Ik* recalled at pleasure; Line My¬ 
sorean, when he took ad vantage of hid distress to extort the promise, must have 
known that it was not in liLs power to perform it' to give up Tricliinopoly to 
an Indian king would only he to involve himself and the British its his allies in 
a war with the whole Mogul empire. 

It would be useless to explain the negotiations which ensued, and detail the 
cunning tricks which the parties employed to outwit each other. The most 
important point ia that the Company, w hile recommending mutual concession, 
agreed to stand by the nabob, and so far to support him in his injustice by inti- 
mating to the Mysorean, that if he bad recourse to force they would rt[kl it. 
The effect was to patch up a hollow agreement, which neither party meant to 
keep By this agreement the dalaway was put in possession of the revenues of 
the id at id of Seringham and some ether districts, and promised the p<jsscsaion 
of Trichinopoly in two months; in return he engaged to assist the nabob with 
all his force in the complete reduction of the nabobship. When, in terms of this 
agreement the Mysorean wan ask ml to march, he made so many frivolous excuses 
;ls left no doubt as to his intentions. As the most effectual means of frustrating 
them. Captain Dalton was left in Trichinopoly with 200 Enreijhtu.ua and 1300 
nepriya This measure wna doubtless necessary, since the Mysoreans and Mah- 
rattas still retained their old encampment in the vicinity; but it greatly reduced 
tiie strength of the expedition Intended for the Carmtic, reducing the Com¬ 
pany's battalion to 500 men and 2500 sepoys, while the nabob was unable to 
accompany them with more than 2000 horse. Such was the whole army which 
set out on the 28th of June, to accomplish objects for which ten times their 
number would scarcely have sufficed. The first place of importance which they 
reached was VolconJa. the governor of which, though he refused to deliver up 
the ibrt, took the oath of allegiance to Mahomed A!i r as nalwjb, and, besides 
I saying $0,000 rupees as arrears, gave security for the regular payment of the 
revenue in future. From Voloonda the wdiob sent fiia brother, Abdul Wulmb 
Khan with 1000 horse, to Areot, appdnting him deputy-governor of the districts 
north of the Paliar, and proceeded with the rest of the troops to TrivatU, about 
seventeen miles west of Fort St. Bavinl Tu thi> settlement, now no longer the 
seat of government, which had been again removed to Madras, Major Lawrence 
repaired for the recovery of his health, leaving the command to Captain Gingem 

The reverses sustain c I by the French in the south produoed great (onstemn.- 
tion at Pondicherry. These, however, were somewhat balanced "by the successes 
of M. Busay in the north, After the death of Huzzuffer Jung, Salahut Jung, 
the mew soubahdar, npjx>mte*l by Buasy's influence, proceeded with him for 
KamooL, by the hand of whose chief MtUESuffer Jung had fallen, and barbar¬ 
ously revenged the net by massacring a huge number of the inhabitants, 
storming the furt. and putting the garrison to the sword. They then m&ttd 
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the Kistnft, and continued their tnard] northward in the direction of Uokonda an iraa 
Hut a serious obstruction was to tie removed before they could reach it. <Hiazi- 
u-din, tin.- oldest soli of Nizam-ul-M-mlk, hud never, its was falsely alleged, 
renounced ilis claim to tine sonlmlislnp. ami was now taking active steps to lUtur- 
Setiuns it With this view he had formed an alliance with the Ptiehiv,t B&kjee dljEtalil ‘ 
Rajee Kao, who stood ready with 25,1100 Mahrattna to dispute Sfdabut Jungs 
further progress. Negotiation was attempted, mid the IVishwa, aware that id ' 
presence was urgently required at Sattomh, made no scruple of changing wile- 
The ole&udc lieing thus removed* Sola but Jung accompanied by Hussy, more 
as his protector than his protdgil made a triumphant entrance into Golconda. 





Glmzi-u-dm had. in the meantime, set out from Delhi, and arrived at Aunin- 
gnhad, which now vied with 
it in importance, and was re¬ 
garded ns the capita! of the 
Deccan. As negotiatitin raid 1 
in it here avail, another device 
equally characteristic was 
adopted, and Gbazi-u-din was 
eat oft" by poison. The death 
of the chief was* ns usual, fob 
lowed by the dispersion of hi> 
amy. and Salnbut Jung, imw 
left without a rival* took hts 
seat on the mu-tmiwi at Au- 
niugabad* amid genera! re- 
joLdnge At such a season 
nod. besides reserving large 
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Hussy could obtain nnvthinjt he chose to nek; n™ Fhuks 
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pecuniary presents to himself and his officers, ‘•rilh .'’uLi 
arranged 6>r the future payment of his troops at a very extravagant rate. l "" u ' i±ls 
Dtiphrix also displayed the extent of his authority by disposing of the milioU* 
sliip of AtL-ot, as if it had been bis own absolute properly. First, he pro¬ 
claimed liimseSf nabob, nest be hud aside the title and conferred it on Resin 
Sahib, Chtinda Sahib's son; and when bis exhausted treasury required to be 
supplied, he set aside this appointment also, and made an attempt to dispose of 
it for money to Murtbc AIL This man* who had already seuhsl hia infamy by 
two atrocious murders, grasped eagerly at the honour, ami after advancing 1 a 
sura of alxmt JlSO.OOU. was formally installed at Ptiiulreherrv While there, 
however, having become acquainted with the views which DupL-ix had upon 
his treasures, he repented of Ids bargain* and, without explaining bis intentions 
made a precipitate return to his fortress at Vellore. 

Though greatly hampered by the state of his pecuniary resources, Dupldx 
contended manfully with fortune, and w;lh soon able to throw serin an nl istadv^ 
tti Mahomed AUh way. In tliis lie was greatly aided by the EUBConduct of 
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the nabob himself, whose dishonesty with regard to the cession of Triehinopoly 
had begun to tell strongly against him, While the larger part of hb force wa* 
detained there to counteract the intrigues of the Mysoreans and Mahrattax, 
scarcely a chief in the Carnatic voluntarily declared in bis favour, in these 
circumstance* it seemed dcsimhle to strike some decisive blow which might at 
once raise the sinking spirits of Ids followers and intimidate bis enemies. Hi* 
scheme was to effect the capture of (lingoe. Major Lawrenoe strongly disa|> 
proved of it. and paid a visit to Madras 1 r the purpose of dissuading the ] ivai- 
dency from entertaining the proposal His influence, however, proved less than 
it ought to have been; and on the 33 d (if July, 1752 i the nabobs application fur 
assistance was complied with, by sending under Major Kiuneir, who had lately 
arrived from England, a detachment of 200 Europeans and 1500 sepoys, accomt 
pamed by 600 native cavalry, on this formidable enterprise. The low country 
was easily traversed* but on reaching the mountains difficulties presented them¬ 
selves at every step. For ten miles round, Gingee is encircled by mountains, 
and acroiisiblo only by a few strong poswa These the invading force ought to 
have secured, but no troops could lie spared for this purpose, and the whole 
continued to advance. When GitJgte was reached, it soon appeared that the 
whr>le mart’ll hitherto had been labour in vain. The governor, when summoned, 
refused to surrender, and there were no means of compelling him, for, by a very 
iiUftCCOUntahle blunder, two pieces of battering cannon, on the way from Fort 
St. David, Ijju'I not l.ieen waited for. Meanwhile Duplidx, who Imd been on the 
rdert, no sooner learned that, the expedition had passed the mountains than he 
detached 3 lH) Europeans and 500 sepoy*, with seven Add-pieces. who took up a 
strong position at Vicravandi, near the pass through which Major Kiuneir had 
led Ills troops. No longer dreaming of the capture of Gingee, his object now 
w.i 4 to disentangle himself He bad the good fortune to succeed, and having 
not only got clear of the mountains, but. been reinforced hy above 1 IMKl of the 
nabobs horse, determined to give battle. He had not proper! v conn toil the 
cost, and sustained a defeat in which the Joss was not so great as the disgrace, 
tEie whole troops, not excepting the Europeans, having given way under panic 
Elated by this success, Dupleix reinforced the victor*, who, now must ■-ring 
Europeans, 1500 sepoys, and 5 Q 0 horse, encamped near the north boundary 
u3 the tem lory of Fort St David, rhe Company* troops after retreating to 
linvarli, retired still further, and took up a position at a redoubt in the bound 
hedge, about three miles west of the fort Here they remained inactive, waiting 
the arrival of two com|iatiies nf Swiss of 100 men each, who hud just arrived at 
Madras from England, lo avoid delay, one of the companies was embarked in 
the light boat* of the country, and were proceeding fur Forr St David by sen. 
It. had been assumed that on that element Dupleix would nut venture to violate 
English colour* The mistake vm discovered when too lute, for m soon as 
tliey were seen from Pondicherry, a ship set out and made them alt prisoner* 
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The was loudly complained of, us a violation of the peace subsist tog a.d naa, 

between Great Britain and France, but Duplex thought he bud a sufficient 
precedent Ln the capture of French troops at SeringhiiJiL 

To avoid a repetition of the loss* Major Lawrence embiuked with the other 
company of SwLns in one of the Company's ships, and brought them safely to 
Fort St David, on the I Gib of August. The next day be took command of the 
whole lores, consisting of tOO Europeans* 17U0 sepoys, and 4000' of she nabobs 
troops. The enemy immediately drew letch to Bahoor, and when still pursued* 
eactvmpftd between the hound hedge of Pondicherry and YiUenore, which thus 
became their advanced post. From this they were soon driven, but here the 
pursuit ended, because Major Lawrence, under instructions from the presidency, 
which, umhist overt acts ot war, still clung Lo a semblance of peace, refrained 
friiiit pressing the bound hedge. In this state of matters he determined., ils n last 
attempt to bring them to action, to pretend a precipitate retreat; and, as if he 
had in his return become afraid, hastened took to Bnboor. The stratagem, 
diuiiKy though it WW8, succeeded i and Dnplrix, only afraid that his. to emirs 
should escape, insisted on pursuit, against fbe remunatranees of M. Elrkjean, bis 
nephew, who commanded the French, They accordingly advanced witliin two 
miles of Bahoor. Major Lawrence lest no time in preparing for action, and at 
three next morning was in motion with his whole force The action com¬ 
menced with the sepoys on either fide, and did not become decisive till the 
British and French battalions met at the point of the bayonet After a. short 
struggle, two platoons of British grenadiers broke the enemy's centre, and his 
whole line immediately gave way. Had the nabob* cavalry done their duty, 
instead of gallophig off to plunder, few of the enemy could have escap’d. Even 
as it was, tbeir loss was serious in men, artillery, ammunition, and stores. Tins 
victory was still more important in ltd indirect consequences: Moran Eow had 
actually been gained over to the French and si detachment of 3000 Mahrattas 
was on the way to join, them, when they received intelligence of the aUlhir of 
Baboor Nothing more was wanting to make them change their route; and 
they made tbeir appearance in the nabob's rump, complimenting him on hi* 
victory, and lamenting their misfortune Lu not having been able to join him in 
sufficient time to shore the honour of it 

Major Lawrence having advanced Lo Trivadi, prepared to devote the remain- 
dei of the season, before the mins should set in. to the reduction of all the uoShfa 
country north wap 1 from Pondicherry to the Pidiar. It was fit the same time 
determined by the presidency, at the urgent request of the nabob, to attempt 
the reduction of the forts of Uhiugleput and Covclong, situated north of that 
rivet Being of great strength, they ocmiMOntted a considerable tract of country, 
and often sent out detachments, which plundered within the territory of the 
nabob and the Company. The only force which could be saved for the task of 
subduing them, consisted of 200 raw recruits just arrived from England, and 
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1,s,Jj apparently the very refuse of London, and 500 Bepoys, os ignorant of service ns 
tKe recruit*. The only hope of sucres was, that Clive had volunteered to com¬ 
mand them 

Heading these troops with four twenty-four pounders, Clive .set out on the 
10th dI September for Covdoug. It stands on the sea-shore, about twenty-five 
inilta south or Madras. and consisted of a fort Enclosed by a strong wall, fienkml 
with towers and mounted with thirty pieces of cannon. It hud a garrison of 
titty Europeans and 300 sepoys, and was in possession of Lhe French, who had 
sehied it in 175% by a very' disgraceful stratagem. A ship anchored in the 
riKtd, mliking signals of distress. The natives going on board, were told Lhat 
most of the crew had died of scurvy, anil that the survivors, still suffering from 
the same disease, and unable to navigate' the vessel, must ]jeriah if not allowed 
to go on shore. They were allowed, and repaid the humanity by making them¬ 
selves masters of the place. The Frenohmea* thirty m number, landed, only 
counterfeiting disease, and having umccnled arms under their clothes, rose- in the 
dead of the night and overpowered their benefactors. 

,., 11 .,, 1 ije tEiMjpy arrived in the evening at a height two- miles to the westward. 

Half of them remained, and the other half proceeded, during the night. In 
eliaigv of Lieutenant Gooper. U. occupy a garden 600 yards &uth of the fort 
At break of day, a party From the garrison, advancing to th^ garden, fired sud- 
■ leidy through some crevices of die gate. This aJumi, and the fall of Lieutenant 
1 ‘< J Oper by a shot, so frightened the recruits in the garden, that they immedi¬ 
ately took to their beds, nnd were running us fast as their legs could 
them, when they were met by Clive, advancing with the other half of the 
treojvij, and compelled by him. though not without difficulty, to return. Tin- 
nest day he summoned the governor of the ibrt. and receiving a very blustering 
mistier, Saigan without Inss id time to erect a battery at the distance of 300 
yard* from the walhc He at the same time placed a strong guard on an 
- rock An unlucky shot having struck it, and killed or wounded four¬ 

teen men with the splinters, nil the rest hastened off, and for some time could 
not be pewoaded again to exp cm themselves; Indeed, several hmm after, one of 
the advanced sentries waa found hiding at the bottom of a well 

Lhve tried to dm] lie I hem into courage by KUBtantly ^rpasing himself to 
tl ie hottest of the fire, and at last succeeded in giving them some degree of limi 
iioaa It wevs high time, fur n reinforcement was approaching from Ch ingle put, 
The very name of Clive, however, seems to have sufficed for on hearing that lie 
was IJ “ the **7 I*ia troops to give Cattle, It fed with precipitation. 

The blustering governor was as easily cowed, and, just so Lie buttery was 
finished and preparing to fire, surrendered at discretion. Besides the emmon 
mounted on the walls, fifty of large calibre were found within the fori They 
pro veil to be port of those captured by Labonrdonnms when he took Madras 
The dtt - v <lft * r ^e surrender a large body of troops were observed at daybreak 
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oruling a stream about a railo went H..f the fort They proved to k- a new and i n it .jl 
W ronger reinforeeimuit sent by tke govern* .r of 1 hinglqmt to make a vigorous 
effort for the relief of Covdong, They had no idea of the surrender, and were 
advancing in secro- 

v 


ity, when, from an 
ambuscade which 
bad been hud for 
them, n sadden tire 
was opened In a 
few minutes 100 
i nen were struck 
down, and more than 
half of the rest stood 
as if rivotfed to the 
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spot, till they were 

taken prisoners. The few who escaped carried back their consternation to 
Cllingleput 

lid* fort, situated about twenty miles south-west of the other, near the aim 
northern or left, bant of the Paliar, was. much stronger l>otli by nature and art, 
Allowing for some irr^ularities, it was nearly in the form of a jjamliclogmin, l " A 
about RMJ yards long from north to south, and 3.20 broad from east to west, 
and was nearly inaccessible on three sides, king surrounded by a lake on the 
we-it and nort h-west, and by swampy rice-fields on the east and north-east 
It wu naturally weak only on the soulIi. a-han- higher ground eoinnwniled it: 
but to compensate for this defect, the fortifications were much stronger here 
than elsewhere ; for while the parts washed by the lake were Inclosed only by 
a slender walk and those opposite to the rice-fields were but feebly defended, 
the south side had first a deep ditch faced with stone, and then a stone wall 
lb feet high, flanked with towers. Within these works another wall, continued 
pam del to them, formed a second similar inckeure, The cannon mounted were 
fifteen pieces, and the garrison consisted of forty Europeans and 500 sepoys, 
Clive made his appearance before the consternation caused by the defeat at 
Covdong had gqlwirled, and by means of It battery of four twenty-four pounders, 
placed at first at the distance of 500, and afterwards of only 200 yards, a breach 
was in four days effected in both the outer and the interior walls. Much 
remained to be done, and a stout defence might still have leen made, but the 
(■tlicer in command had no heart to continue a resistance which he was satisfied 
uniat lie ineffectual, and Mirren dered on condition of being jjenmttcd, to inarch 
away with the honours, of war. With these services Clive dosed the first part 
of Ids career. His health had suffered severely, and made a ■visit to England 
absolutely necessary. 

The nabobs affidra. while thus flourishing in the north, were becoming more 
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_ ■ rilkr ^ Cuore entangled ;it THdiinopuly* As is almost uwuiiabJy the case, the 
hunegt collide would Lave been the most politLx By performing hie promised 
Li> the King oi Mysore, he might nut only have secured a powerful ullv, but 
been able to make his whole three nvailalile tV?r the reduction of the Carnatic; 
by attempting a course of fraud and trickery,, he at once provoked and justified 
retaliation. He would not keep fkit li. and therefore onlv received his desorts 
wiihin it was not kept with him The effect of his double-’deidiiig lias already 
’ton seen in the attempt of Nmijeny, t Ely Mysore general, to take advantage of 
Itis departure. Ilia vigilance of Captain Dalton frustrated several conspiracies 
formed for the purpose of seizing the city; but at last all dis^Ofce vrsm thrown 
aiii le, and both Nuujeraj and Morari How entered into open alliance with Du- 
phix, who had all along beam active in fomenting their quarrel with the nabob. 
Open war being thus declared, a series of desultory affaire took place. lu some 
of these Captain Dalton s troops suffered severely, hut the mains of resistance 
which he still possessed convinced the Mysorean that if Triebinopoly were to be 
taken. Ills surest means was f a min e. He accordingly endeavoured to cat off’ all 
the suLiryrH of supply. For a time little apprehension was felt by the garrison, 
m. re especially as Kheir-n din. the nabobs brother-in-law, who had been left as 
his representative Assured Captain Dalton that the provisions in the magazines 
were sufficient to last four months. At last, however, when the blockade began 
to Ik- more effective, and provisions were sold in the city at an enormous price. 
Captain Dalton thought it necessary to ascertain the actual state of provision* 
by a persona I inspection of the magazine* Then for the first time he learned 
tiim Kheir-u-din had been selling the provisions for his own profit, and tbit the 
quantity in store was equal to a consumption of only fifteen days 

Appalled at this discoveiy* he immediately communicated it to Major Law¬ 
rence, who WAS then encamped at Trivudi So urgent did the case appear to 
him that, withdrawing all the troops, except a garrison of 150 Europeans and 
m «E M ^ be WSs 011 hi * Llie very next morning with all the rest of Dm 
troops. After a short licit at Fort St. David, to procure the necessary storey 
lie proceeded, accompanied by the nabob, through the territories of the King of 
Tj injure, and reached Trid duopoly on the fitli of May, 1753. Tim very day 
after, a detachment of $00 Europeans and 500 sepoys, with four field-pieces, 
fwmt by Dupleix. arrived at Seringham, under M. Astruc, ;ind joined the Myso- 
r ™ 7116 whofe fi ™ ^deli Major Lawrence could muster* inclusive of nil 
thr troops tlmt could tie spared from the garrison, amounted only to 51)0 Euro* 
peans, 20Gl) sepoys, and 3(H) 0 of the nabobs horsy. With the infantry only, 
the horse refusing fa, move because their pay was in amain he passed over inb> 
the island on the 3 0th of May, and was immediately attacked by great numbers 
f to* UytoHmu. Their infantry was eaeffy repulsed; their cavalry, gullontlv 
heaJul by that of the Mnliretta* gave more trouble; but were ultimately 
obliged to yield; the brunt of the battle was then Iwrue by the French, who 
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maintained their post arid kept up a cannonade till evening, when Major Llw .* d 17 aa. 
reuce deemed it prudent to repass the Cauvery. The operations of the day had _ 
convinced him that iL Astruc would prove ti more formidable opponent than 
M, Lrsvv, ami that instead of attempting to dislodge the enemy From the island, 
his most important business was to replenish the magazines of the city with 
provisions. Thin task was Attended with the greatest difficulty, ami kept loin 
inactive for five weeks. 

In the meantime Dupleix* fully alive to the important struggle about to be i^nos 

+ . . " m itmnifiy m- 

waged, kept bis eye fixed on Sermglmm, and continued to urge forward rein* iuahwI »t 
force meats, till the whole army within the island amounted to 450 European^ irctlt!l * m ' 
1500 sepoys. 3500 Mahrattfis, 8 tH )0 Mysore horse, and above I (.5,000 Mysore 
infantry of an heterogeneous and worthless description. To this anny Major 
Lawrence had nothing to oppose hut hla 500 Europeans and 2000 sepoys. 

Even of the latter TOO were constantly employed in escorting provisions. The 
enemy, confident in superiority of n umb ers, was now embt ddened to quit the 
island, and began to form u elm in of positions with the view of cutting off the 
oimnnuiications of the city with the surrounding country. In this tliey were 
so successful that previsions again began to fail. and even the most sanguine 
ceased to hope that the city could l>e saved To add to the general despon¬ 
dency, Major Lawrence was suffering from a severe illness, which threatened to 
withdraw him entirely from duty 

While the enemy were steadily pursuing their plan of gaining their object Btiiikm 
by starvation. Major Lawrence was most reluctant to quit any commanding a* react, 
position which it seemed possible to maintain, and kept a guard of 200 sepoys 
|tested on n rock about a mile south-west from his cninp and north-east from 
that of the enemy, Being thus equidistant from both, the possession of the rock 
was sotm contested- M As true determined to have it, at tacked it with a select 

iy, and supported them at a distance by his whole farce. Major Lawrence at 
firat endeavoured to support the sepoy guard by a platoon of only forty Euro¬ 
peans, hut, on perceiving all the army of the enemy in motion, took the bold 
resolution of leaving only 1 00 Europeans to guard the camp, and risking a 
general action with the remainder of Ins troops amounting; in all to 300 Euro¬ 
peans, eighty artillerymen, with eight field-pieces, and 500 sepoya, The great 
t> intention now was, which of the two armies should first reach the reck. il. 

Astruc was successful, imd carried It by a vigorous effort when Major Lawrence 
was only half way, "Uluii was now to be done ? Advance and retreat seemed 
c [U&lly desperate In such circumstances the boldest course Is usually the safest 
The order to advance waa received by the soldiers with three cheers, and while 
the grenadiers attacked the reck with fixed bayonets, the rest wheeled round it 
to engage the French battalion. Tiie grenadiers carnal all before them, and, 
with some sepoys who had followed in their track, commenced a deadly fire 
from the top of the took upon the French drawn up below within pistol-shot; 
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Ait it' tin? father troops behaved with equal gnlWitiv, nn>l reserving their fire till 
within twenty yards of the enemy's line, poured in suvli a volley that the French 
fled in ( irihtu-mati^n, Leaving tiicee pieces of cannon behind them The Mals- 
mttnjs* in endeavouring to cover the retreat of the French, and even to regain 
the day, were severely handled. Though the victory had been gained, tlie 
fftsnigLde wiL-: mif yet ended The victory were a mile distant from their crimp 
and in Order to reach it must |uiss over an intervening plain in the face of 
nearly 12,000 cavalry, who &tj>od ready to pounce upon them the moment tb cu¬ 
re Lrogr&de movement should begin, Nothing I ut the utmost, skill, coolness, 
and courage could have saved them. Fortunately the heroic band possessed all 
these i[Ualities'in sin eminent degree, and made the cavalry pay so dearly for 
attempting to charge them that they were at bet allowed to proceed without 
interruption 

I----.’I The enemv, ashamed aiui dispirited hv their defeat lost much time in 

Ml Hi 11 ii - „ * , * 

w fcim iih mutual reennii nation. The sepoys employed in forwarding supplies made dilb 
gent LL'i of the interval, ami succeeded in bringing in a r.tock of provisions r-utli- 
vient to lost for fifty days. The danger of famine being thus removed* Major 
Lawrence determined to march Into the Tunjoiv eormtry, with the doable object 
id meeting a reinfuivemcnt which he expected ft* m the presidency, and inducing 
the king to throw aside tin- neutrality he had irgua professedly assumed, and 
furnish a contingent of cavalry, which was very much wantetL To facilitate 
this negotiation tie- presence of the nabob was thought desirable ; but when lie 
prepared to sot out, an unexpected difficulty occurred, His troops, damouring 
for their arrears of pay, declared he should not quit the city till they wore slUs' 
tied Tliis lie could not os- would not do; and the singular spectacle was seen 
of 200 Europeans, with fixed bayonets, escorting the nabob, in whose cause tin 1 
Company had already expended much blood and treasure, because his own 
trrnpe, so Ihr from escorting him, were bent on committing outrage on his 
jwisom A few days after his departure the whole of these tittup*; repaired In a 
body to Captam Dalton, and intimated their intention to join the enemy Thus 
intimation they jwcompimied with the singular request that he would not fire 
upon them whlk they were marching off Glad bo l«* quit of them on any term* 
he granted their request. and they walked, off unmolested ut noon-day. 

3Jj to The enemy being now in complete possession of the whole omutiy around 
•to****** Tritliinopoly, the dty itself was the only object now to lie contended for and 
4i]niiy ijotli parties made their ftmuigenienfai The gwmson, m 4 mmtfcer uf 

stern necessity, reserved all the provisions which laid been stored up fur their 
own use. and the inhabitants, threatened with absolute starvation, hud no alter¬ 
native hut to quit their habitations. The whole population, estimated at nearly 
400,000, disappeared m less than a month, and nothing remained to fill up the 
Vdank but n garrison, wldch t including soldiers and artificers of nil description*, 
did not exceed £000 men Of these nearly one-half were native peons or unite 
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ciplined infantry, who, ludiig of no u^.- except to give an ultimo occupied the 
interval between the two walk - } the others, on whom die whole burden of tfoa 
defence lay. consisted of itlwjut 600 sepoys, who were stationed at intervals on 
the rampnrk, ami 200 EurojieaiiH, of whom part kept the gates, while the rest 
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tiiy on their arms every night, ready to start on the first announcement of 
ilonger. The besiegers, who had been contented with maintaining the blockade, 
now began to think that they might veil tore on more decisive m e asures Duplelx 
of the same opinion, and was constantly importuning M Brenier, who had 
succeeded M. Aatruc in the command, to attempt an escalade, To procure tht- 
information which was previously desirable, he suggested the employment of n 
French officer of the name uf Do Cattans, who was to 1 h i sent into Lin- town as 
if he had deserted, ami then act as a s| y, Lie Cat tans readily undertook the 
degrading and perilous office, hut by overacting his part excited suspicions which 
ultimately led Li> his detection. Captain Dalton seized the opportunity tu turn 
the devices of the enemy against themselves, and induced Do Cations by the 
]iminlstr interceding t’u iii:- pard'-n will] ilujui Lawivinv, n write ;i let ivi U 
M Brenier. recommending an escalade at a partUmlar spot which he pointed out 
It was in thet, though it did not appear so externally, the strongest, pint in 
the dty; and jmy attempt to escalade It must have resulted in the repulse and 
Vde,. 1. 62 
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v.p r. destruction of the party engaged in it M. Bremer, howtvur, would have laden 
into the snare, mid only escaped it in conaequcsice of being obliged to employ 
hi* troops elsewhere. 

Major Lawrence's approach, which had for some time been rumoured, wan 

[, r.r:! ,r q £( 1 ^ certain, flc bad received a reLufurcement from Fort St David of I7tl 

U*kl*El 

Fb.a u Kuroj^iriy mid 300 sepojra* and was moreover acxxnapanied by a T&nj urine- army 
<■1 MOOO horse ami 2000 matchlock-men, under the command uf Mouacjee. Dn 
the 7th uf August he arrived at a place called Dalaway'a Choultry, situated on 
the south bank of the Cauvery, about live miles east of Trichiliopoly The inter¬ 
vening plain was fto much flooded by the mins that it v fts deemed necessary tu 
strike to the south-west, along with a convoy of nearly 4IKMJ htdlrwT-k under¬ 
stood to be laden with provisions, though it afterwards turned out that only 
one-tent!i of them were thus laden, while the nabob and his officers had selfishly 
appropriated nil the rest for the transport of baggage and trumpery. On arriving 
within a mile of the Sugar-loaf Rock, situated two and n half milra south-east uf 
the city. Major Lawrence found it occupied bv the main body of the enemy; 
while the 1 loklen Sock, about one and a quarter mile due west from Hie Sugar- 
loaf was in possession uf n strong detachment, Instead of endeavouring to force 
the enemy’s j.Kidts r lie resolved to keep on the outside of them. With this view 
be caused the convoy to make a considerable timiit to the south-west, intend¬ 
ing himself to march round by tlie Golden Rock. This, however, was not po&- 
&il j 3c while that strong position was held by the enemy's detachment It was 
necessary to drive them from it, and this was the great difficulty, In fact bad 
11. Brcnicr supported the detachment ns he ought, it would have been impvs- 
silile. Instead of supporting be weakened it, by withdrawing the greater part 
..f the dL-tachment to assist in meeting n feigned attack on his main body. 
Having thus allowed himself to be outwitted, lie did not discover bis blunder 
Till it «scs too late to repair it 1 he Golden Rock had lieen canit'il by the 
English grenadiers and a party of *!Ji; sepoys, when the French infnntiy hasten¬ 
ing forward to relieve it hud reached only half way. Major Lawrence followed 
up the advantage he bad thus gained with tiigiid ability, and ultimately drove 
uff the whole body el the enemy in confusion. Had the Tanjorine horse por- 
'.ted as they ought to have done, instead of remaining mere spectators of the 
fl%ht, a decisive victory would have been gained. 

T he enemy, after their defeat, encamped in a -strong position at Weycondah, 
two n,il ^ veBtt lA * tbt - city; Major Lawrence endeavoured b> turn their own 
tneticfi against themselves by occupying the Five Beaks, situated about three 
miles farther south, and thus interposed between the enemy and the opes coim- 
tty from which they drew their supplies. He had frightened them away from 
M cycotidah to MootadieUinoor, on the south. hank o| the Gftuvgry, over against 
flic south-wc^t extremity of the Island of Sertngham, and wiw preparing to 
more decidedly when all offensive movements on hia part were suddenly arrested 
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TLtf enemy lied received a rehtferoarneai equal la strength to the whole English 
force. It consisted of 4tJU Europeans and -000 sepoys, with six guns, together 
with 3000 MaliKitta horse, mid n great Gum her of peons of native infant rv, 
under the command of Moran Bow, The Etttopeans of this reinforcement 
had arrived at P on di che rry in June. Had they been imme dia tely forwards I 
to Tricbinopoly they would have given the French such an ascendency as 
mast have been decisive of the c&Jiqiaign, Most fortunate^’ Dupleix detained 
them nearly two Months in the Carnatic for some purjFOse connected with tlw 
gra tific ati o n of his vanity, and thus lost a Most favourable opportunity fur 
decisive action. 

Hie Madras presidency on their prut were not idle; and on hearing of Du* 
pleix's mmfurceineitik, determined to strengthen Major Lawrence with ever) man 
t lmr. could be spared for the field. Having succeeded in mustering 237 Euro 
[leans and 300 sepoys, they sent them under Captains litdge ami Calliaud hi, 
sva to Devicutta Major Lawrence moved eastward to meet them, and after 
a sharp action, in which t lie French were decidedly worsted, the junction WU" 
happily effected. Bodi parties having now received all the reinforcements they 
expected were anxious for a trial of strength 

On the iFith of September, 1753, Major Lawrence drew up his. anny in 
order of Little at the Fakir’s Tope, a mile and a half S.S. \Y, of the city. The 
many, encamped lx;tween the Sugar- loaf Buck and the Golden Bock, and 
shivering a considerable space behind, showed no inclination to accept the chal¬ 
lenge. Major Lawrence determined to attack them next day, but concealed Ihs 
intention by ordering Lis tents, which, in expectation of buttle, he hud sent to 
the city, to be brought back and pitched in their former place. At night the 
teats were again sent back, and the whole army rested on their arms, with orders 
te be in readiness at four o'clock the next morning At this hour the army 
l» L gun to move in profound silence; and by n sudden obscuration of the moon, 
which had before been shining brightly, the first division arrived within pistol 
shot of the Golden Ruck before they were discovered. Their sudden tire ao dis¬ 
concerted those in charge of the ruck, that they hurried off leaving two field- 
pieces, which they had loaded with grape, mulish urged. Before the confusion 
thus caused in tlie camp could lx.- repaired. the British m three divisions kept 
advancing, with reserved fire and fixed bayonets, on the left flunk of the French 
liattnlkui stationed at the Sugar-loaf Rock, while Lhe sepoys attached to the 
divisions kept up* a. constant fire on swarms of Ah aorean and other fugitives, 
who Were fleeing in all direo turns The whole of the British battalion, consist- 
mgof 600 men, arrived in an unbroken Line within twenty yardsof their French 
antagonists. The latter were coranwaxded by M_ Astrue, who did the utmost to, 
bring them into order, and even prevailed upon them to receive the English 
fire before they gave theirs* In this encounter Captain Kilpatrick* who let! the 
first dlviyiou of English, fell desperately wounded. His place was taken by 
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' D 1: ^- Captain CalHnud. who, by dejctaunHly whaling round anti gaining the left 
Hank «d'mi entrenchment, lebiud which the French battalion was posted. | on red 
in a close fire. The grenadiers at the same time pushing on with thdrltaf* oneta, 
drove tkrn crowding upon their eontre A well-levelled discharge from the 
centre and left oi the British battalion in front completed the confuse m, and 
the rout became irremediable. The victory vias now gained: hat the TanjormcH 
* Jigain prevented it from being so complete hx it might have beeo, by ren mining 
to plunder the camp, when they ought to have been pursuing the fugitives. The 
loss of the enemy in Europeans amounted to 100 killed and nearly 200 taken 
priMonersj mnurtg the latter whs M- Atftnn^ ri guided as undoubtedly the best nf 
the French officers. On the British sidy not mtm than forty Europeans were 
killed or wounded. 

Ute enemy, though still mastering about 30,000 infantry of all soils, an ! 

#in rmfi- Iti.UUU horse, were so dispirited that they did not venture beyond Seringli&nu 
and aXLuwod provisions of all kinds to be poured into the my in such abundance, 
that a six months 1 supply was easily provided at a moderate rate. It was 
deemed advisable, however, in order not to encroach on this supply during the 
rainy which was now at hand, that the troops should quit the dty and 

bo curried into can to nm cuts. With this view Major Lawrence, after reinforcing 
the garrison, so as to make it strung enough with or dinar y vigilance for any 
attempt that might be made against it. removed tii- Coihidy on the frontiers 
of Tanjore, from which abundant supplies should he obtained, without the neces¬ 
sity "f escorting convoy* The Tonjdrims were permitted to return home, but 
not without great reluctance on the jjart of Major Lawrence, who suspected, and 
;ls it afterwards nppeartffl on too good grounds, tlmt the king would scarcely be 
induced to send them buck when the campaign should lie resumed. 

TMEhwr «f Tike enemy remained’ in the island of Seringhsun as inactive as if a cessation 

itw nmiii ... . , , , ° 

of hostuitics had taken place; and so far from endeavouring to bike advantage 
Of Major Lawrence's absence, allowed the market of Triebinopoly to be regularly 
supplied in abundance from the surrounding country. In the beginning of 
November they received a reinforcement of 300 Europeans, SOU topa>*es or 
chiefly of Portuguese origin, and 1000 eepoys. Even this did not make 
t hem more adventurous, and they remamed as if determined to attempt nothing 
fid Mujiir Lawrence should ugaiti appear and challenge them to encounter him 
in a new campaign. This apparent indolence arts part of a scheme. It had 
he«n conceived possible to bike Tridiinojoly by surprise, and tlie object now 
™ to lull the garrison into n false security The drcumstanco# wore nut un¬ 
favourable, Captain Bolton, whose vigilance and experience were successful in 
detecting and frustrating several plate, bad sailed for England; and Captain 
Kilpatrick, on whom the command had devolved, was still confined to bed with 
his wounds. 

Hie point selected for assault was Daltons battery, the same recommended 
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tn the letter of be t. nttans, who, of ter obtaining what wst* etjui vilen t to a pro- ^ d i:^l 
tube of pardon, hod been unjustifiably hung by Major Lawrence. It was situ- " 
sited on the ymt side, near die north-west angle of the walls; and bad once 
formed part of a gateway. This part, so far ns it jutted beyond the wall, bad 
been converted into a solid battery with embrasure «j the remainder retained its 
original form, and le i by zigzag passages inclosed between terraces to a gate in 
the inner wall. Lite enemy had touned, both from the letter of De Cat tuns 
ami from deserters, the exact mode of entrance, and must thus have l*een aware 
"f the difficulties which it would Ire necessary to -m mount, but they still ].re¬ 
ferred the buttery as the most, nin-*db|r point of^tbuk, because the ditch imme¬ 
diately in front of it was almost choked up by a rock on a level with die water 

On the night of the 57th November die greater part of the enemy’s army a— M i« — 
crossed over from the island. Tl® Mysoreans and M&hrattfcS were distributed 
in parties round the walls, and by approaching the ditch and making other ff ffi **' 
demonstrations, were to divert the attention of the garrison while the French 

battalion were carrying out the real attack, which was planum} as foikwft;_ 

At three n clock in the morning G0O of the Imttulion were to commence the earn- 
and the remaining -hO, together with a large body of sepoys, were to wait 
nt the outside of the ditch, ready to cross as soon as the escahuiers should have 
gained an entrance into the town. The battery was guarded by fifty sepoys 
and some European gunners. All these were present and on the alert when the 
rounds passed nt midnight, and yet the event proved that, three hours after, 
toe greater part bad al-anted themselves, and the few who remained bad fallen 
fast asleep, Owing to this gross breach of duty, the whole of the esedacting 
party were able to cross the ditch and mount the battery without causing the 
bn*t alarm. The sleepeia 1 icing at once despatched with the bayonet, the assail¬ 
ants began to move forward, intending not to lire till they were fired upon. 

Tills intention Was frustrated by an accident Within the battery, elo^? to a 
slight wall inclosing it at the back, was a pit thirty feet deep. Ft was not uf>- 
sened in the dark, and as several of the party screamed m tumbling into it, some 
shuts were let oft. This was alarm Hiifficient, and all the garrison were instant) v 
in nation. The F rend i, a ware that con era lie cut was now impt ™ 1>1 e, t umi'il 
the two guns which they found in the buttery, and fired them into the town, 
together with n volley of firearms, nt the same time endeavouring to strike 
terror by beating their drums and shouting Vive U Rm! Captain Kilpatrick, 
still unable to leave his bed, gave hi* instructions with great coolness mid pre¬ 
cision to lieutenant Harrison, the next In command, who not only executed 
them but improved upon t hem , and by tin; precaution of kecpiug up an inces- 
amt fire on the passage leading to the gate in the Inner wall killed the two 
persons who were hastening forward to burst, it 'open with a pdard. 

T]ie attack had now become almost desperate. From the mm parte and ter- »«*™ 1 - 
races commanding the battery the garrison assembled nt their posts -ymmeneed ' >llh -’* Sat 
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ttM a murderous fire, which the assailants nunly endeavoured to answer. Thus* 
vi’ho had got into tin- passages between Like two a volts, clambered Luck into the 
lottery with the view of effecting their escape, but the want of ladders made 
this impojidhle, except by leaping down a perpendicular height, of eighteen feet 
into the water of the ditch, nr on the rock on a level with it About 100 made 
thin desperate plunge; but the rest, deterred by wlmt these suffered, crept into 
the embrasures or any comer tfrnt. gave some kind of shelter, and ns soon os 
daylight appeared, naked and obtained quarter. The number avIio thus surren¬ 
dered ivaa d(f(J; the number of those found killed within the works wits sixty- 
.seven; and ol the 103 who took the frightful leap, few escaped without toeing 
kiih-d or disabled With the exception then of the 200 who bad remained m it 
side the ditch, the whole French battalion was in a manner annihilated l>y this 
fatal assault, The noise of the thing wnq heard at Colkdy. On being in¬ 
formed of the anise Major Lawrence reinforced the garrison, and shortly after 
followed with lib whole force. 

T3ie l ^ A[l uf the return of his troops, justified the fears which 

i*t Taiijsin... Major Lawrence had entertain erf by not only refusing to send them kick, but 
giving t]nctcpi. 1 a OcsJl manifestat-ioiis of hostile designs. lJupfeix mid ^Jinifemj 
ly working alternately upon his hopes and fears, bad completely alienated him 
from his alliance with the nabob; and he was cm the point of declaring himself 
openly, when the serious reverse sustained by his new allies in their attempt on 
Trichmopoly made him pause. Irritated at his vacillation, Dupleix determined 
to try the effect of force, and engaged a body of I2UD Mabrattas to ravage life 
temtoriea. The rajali, aaIio bud dtnuhscd his old Attend Monacjee, because he 
susps-cted him of being too friendly to tlie English, sent a new and inaijjaLk' 
general of the name of Goncbrow, who made life arrangements so unskilfully, 
llmt, the Midimttas easily eluded him, and continued their devastations with 
little interruption In this Way the whole of the eastern part of Tinjoit avo-. 
oonverted into a waste. 

l u£^T' T1,t ; ^ APP^ for assistance to Major Lawrence, who, in premislflg it 
**■ ^»npkincd of Gandemwe inefficiency and suggested tin- re-appointment df 
Mimacjet After considerable demur this suggcsti.m u as adopted, and Morracjee, 
shurtly after resuming the command, obtained a signal success. Piocetdiug at 
the head of 3000 horae, he found that the Mal.mttas, from ignorance of tfw 
country, had got entangled between two branches of the Can very, which a 
sudden flood had swelled so much ns to leave no moans of egre®, Motmojw 
encnniH at the point which he knew would find becunw fordable On the Falling 
of the waters, and before the Maiimttas deemed it possible, ™cd over and 
met them face to face. With their Waal gallantry, augmented by despair, they 
enrleavourad to cat their way through tlie Tanjorines* but were repeatedly re- 
V " 1 * 1 * lately 800 of them by dead on the field. Tlie survivors were 

reserved for a worse fete. In the spirit of a savage, Monucjee caused them to 
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L* impaled alive, Anti even extended Lie burlctriMJi to the dead by ordering their ,v p. us*. 
bodies to be suspended on the surrounding trees. This success did not produce 
the effect which might have been anticipated from it The rajah, satisfied that 
the immediate danger was passed, dismissed HoDacjce from his command with 
a few compliments] and instead of reinforcing Major Lawrence as he had 
promised* disbanded his troops as no longer necessary. 

While the mi bob's array thus received no accession, and was on the contrary iVmriBj 
diminished by the necessity of increasing the gnmsnn of Trichinopoly, III COIl- e l, j r la 
sequence of the great number of French prisoners detained hi it r the enemy, by 
means of rebifbrcement-q. was able to muster <100 Europeans, 400 tepasses, 0000 
sepoys* ami nearly 30,000 Mysoreans and Mahrattaa To meet these Major 
Lawrence was unable to I Ting into the field more than @00 Europeans and 1800 
sepoy a. Notw itbstanding this enormous inequality of force, the enemy were so 
dispirited by their repeated defeats, that they did not venture to cross to the 
south bank of the Cun wry. 

Tridiinopoly bad ho tong lieen the seat of war that there was not a tree left iwruiwiim 
standing in the plain around it, and the British could only procure firewood by dd* 
sending out detachments to a distance of five or nix miles. Their provisions, 
were obtained with still greater difficulty. These from what was called Toude- 
nian's Country were brought no far ther than the skirts of the woods, distant 
id stmt seven mil vs; while those from Tanjore were not brought nearer than 
eighteen miles, the merchants depositing them at Tkictapolly, a fort situated at 
that distance eastward on the banks of the Cauvery. The detachments employed 
in escorting the provisions from these distances were seldom less titan 15U Euro¬ 
peans and 500 sepoya Experience seemed to have proved that this force was 
sufficient, for from the loginning of January to the middle of February, 1754, 
seven convoys had been wifely escorted. The nest, convoy in readiness was 
larger than any of these. It consisted of military stores as well na provisions, 
and required no less than $000 bullocks. The escort was strengthened in pro¬ 
portion, and cotuptsed of the grenadier company of 100 men, eighty other Euro¬ 
peans, B00 sejKiys, and four pieces of carmine As not much less than a half of 
the whole army was thus required, the more prudent plan undoubtedly would 
have lxsen not to divide it, but to employ it all as an escort A more serious 
blunder was Committed in intrusting the command of it to an officer of little 
experience and less ability. 

The escort, which left Trietapolly on the morning of the 13th of February, sataud* 
reached Killy coital i, abend eight miles farther west* in the evening. The follow- 
tug morning it was journeying on in the some direction, without any appro- ' r EiLn1uil 
Innsion of danger, and I tad proceeded two miles beyond Killy cot tab, along the 
skirts of Tonde man's Woods, when several bodies of cavalry were seen moving 
on all nides among the thickets and underwood. The officer commanding the 
convoy had adopted the worst possible arrangement, fur he had no more than a 
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single platoon in his front and roar, white the rest of the troops were distributed 
in small ladies along the line of bullocks and out* JEost imprudent ns thn 
arrangement wa& ho made no attempt to alter it, and left hk troops exposed to 
the sudden and impetuous onset of Mysorean and Mohmfcta horse, t] li- 

| after commanded by Morari Row and Too HAS Khar, and the former by an 
nfiktu- of the name of Herri 8mg, and another, destined to future celebrity under 
the name of Hyder Ah. These cavalry formed only part of a detachment, which 
had been lying in wait for the convoy, and was composed, in addition to the 
cavniry, of FUO Europeans and tjOGO sepoys, with seven pieces of caimon. The 
issue was not for a moment doubtful The sepoys at once dung down their anus 
and ded The grenadiers, who had gained so many laurels in previous dglits. 
still distinguished themselves, and, with the other eighty Europeans, were selling 
their lives us dearly as possible, when the French Arrived, and much to then 
credit-, obliged the Mkhmttos to grant quarter. This was the severest loss which 
the British bad yet sustained during the war, Tile whole of these Europeans, 
were either killed, or wounded and taken prisoners The low of the convoy 
scarcely deserves to he mentioned along with that of the troops, and yet must 
have been severely fdt, Besides the whole of the provisions and military store- 
£7000 in money fell into the enemyh hands 

The preside ney of Madras, ou. hearing of the disust er x u i ud u an ex erf lo n to 
repair It, and sent a detachment <>f 180 men by sea to Devicotta. There, how¬ 
ever, they were obliged to remain till an opportunity should be found of joining 
the cump in safety. Major Lawrence, though his Europeans had been reduced 
in 41)0, still kept his position m the plain. It wns now Impi tsstbk*, In >wever to 
draw supplies In mi Tanjore, both on account of the distance, and because the 
rajah, again disposed to league with the enemy, discouraged his merchants from 
furnishing them, Tondenians Country being thus ihe only resource, 40G * poys 
wore do cached to collect them at Kill: move, a village in the woods about twelve 
miles distant The want of a body of horse was now severely felt, and the 
^residency, on the suggestion of Major Lawrence, sent ft deputy to the Rajah 
nf Tanjore, for the purpose of inducing him to send a contingent He wns too 
irresolute and crafty to comply; and without declaring for any party, renamed 
IlIs old game of neutrality. Whde the nabob and British wen? thu- left without 
an ally, a new danger was discovered. Treachery was at work in the city and 
the camp Though it was frustrated, the details are not unworthy of toeing 
recorded 

Mahomed Is*of, who hail enlisted into the British service under CUve, ex* 

fi 

celled fdibe in valour and stratagem, and gradually raised himself by merit to 
the chief command of jdl the sepov* In this jKodtion he rendered essential ser¬ 
vice to Major Lawrence. Not only did he possess a perfect knowledge of the 
country; and constantly procure intelligence of the enemyk inovriiirius but he 
planned all the marches of the Convoys, choosing his times and Ids iimtes with so 
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much dexterity, that <iitriI jjjj" time uiuiitti 1 ! nut one of the cuiivovu of provisions 
fimittg from Tondenmn s Wm kls wm intercepted The enemy wore most anxious 
tj> deprive Major La.w«nce of 1 ilh Berries but having no hope of corrupting his 
integrity by 11 bribe, endeavour*] to effect their object by a very base plot A 
brahmin. riiiiue 1 1 Poniapa. acting a* Indian LiiterpreUr to the British, necessariH 
[Niswiised much of their confidence, and became privy tit their most secret de- 
slyns. This confiden&j, of which he was altogether unworthy, he shameful] v 
betrayed by e nteri ng into a secret cforrespcaidence with the enemy, and nitt- 
mutely engaging to act entirely in their interest In the couth*; <«f this gmKfy 
mtercourne it raeolved by all means to get rid of 31 a homed Issoof; but, ft> 
hit was too much on Ills guard to be cut off by any kind of assassination, the 
iullowing scheme was adopted:-—A letter, addressed by the Mysorean. mummiider 
Ximjeraj, was purposely placed so as to l>e intercepted. Captain Kilpatrick. on 
obtaining possession of it, carried it to Major Lawrence, who caused Pt>flla}>a t > 
interpret it in their presence It desired Mahomed Isscmf and another sepoy 
officer to meet according to promise with some persons deputed by Nunjemy, to 
adjust the time and mode of l«trayitig Tiiddnopoly, promising him, if the pht 
succeeded, an immense sum in money, and various other advantages. Mahomed 
Issoof and the other sepoy named in the letter were at once imprisoned, but a 
short investigation established their innocence, and they were released. Sus- 
]deii in now Jell upon the pmper party, umi Poniupa, though refusing to the last 
to make any confession of Ids guilt, was blown from a gum 

The first symptom or a favourable turn in the affairs of the naljob and his 
British allies appeared about this time, w hen Moral! Bow, who had become tired 
of tlie war, picked u quarrel with I'vunjoraj, by making some exorbitant 
ihitnnnih Eitf money, and, on Inking refused, withdraw ing to an encampment on 
the north 1 mnk of the L'uleroom Another incident, which at fust threaten ml 
vet y disastrous results, terminated triumphantly On the 12tli of May a party 
of 150 Europeans and 500 sepoys, with two field-pieces, set out under the com¬ 
mand of Captain Calliuud, at four in the morning, intending to wait about two 
luik" south of the Sugar-loaf Bock, fora convoy of provisions which bad been 
ordered to advance from Tondnjuan s M ooda. r l he place where they meant to Imli 
w.i.s ito old water-tank, nearly choked up, though its mound was nearly entire 
They 9ia>I nearly reached it when Mahomed Issoof, who was riding in front, was 
surprised on iwoendmg an eminence, by the neighing of lib horse and t he answer 
• »l it by several others. On advancing to reconnoitre, he was fired at from the 
"tber Nidi* of the eminence by several French troopers. The presence of the enemy 
iri the very tank In which the party I ml determined to wait for the convoy was 
now certain, Captain Cultiuiid immediately prepared for attack, and by dexter 
««3lv moving the sepoys on the left, while the Europeans wheeled round to the 
right flank, placed the enemy between two fire*, and oblige! them to abandon 
the tank with precipitation. The day was only dawning when the action begun, 
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a d km. but there was now sufficient light to perceive that the enemy consisted k>l 250 
Europeans,, with four field-pieoes, KKjO sepoys, and 4000 Mysore horse. A smart 
cannonade immediately commawed, and both armies, attracted by the sound, 
immediately prepared to bike part in the engagement Captain Poller, com* 
mauding in, the absence of May t Liwrenoe^ whom sickness had obliged to retire 
Abriuiant Into the city, hastened forward with nil his remaining troops, while the rest of 
the enemy a army croeaed over from Senngham. When the two armies were 
thus pitched against each other, the inequality was seen to be enormous. On 
the one side stood the British battalion, mustering only .100 men, 1500 sepoys, 
and eleven troopers; ou the other side 700 Europeans, fifty troopers, 5000 sepoys 
and 10,000 horse; fortunately, from the cause already mentioned, none of them 
Mahraltaa With such odds a decisive victory was scarcely possible; and the 
utmost, therefore, which Captain Fuller proposed, wag to fight his way back to 
the camp The English, defiling from the tank into the plum, marched onward 
iti column, wlule the sepoys followed in a line at right angles with the rear of 
the battalion, and extending beyond it l oth on the right and left In this manner 
they proceeded, galled by the enemy’s seven field-pieces,, but suffering little from 
tht'ir musketry, which kept too far off to do much mischief and without halting 
reached a second tank about a mile nearer the city. Just as they reached this 
post, Captain Folier, who had previously been struck, received another wound, 
which so disabled him that be wm obliged to resign the command to t’apbiin 
Oalliaud The fight being now visible from the walk of the city. Major Law¬ 
rence, although very ill, ordered himself to be carried to the top of one of the 
gales, and there beholding how hk little army wag hemmed in, trembled for Ha 
fate. While the enemy ? sepoys and cavalry were drawn up opposite to three 
sides i .i the tank, the fourth side was menaced by the French A.-, the Ini ter 
advanced, the three British fidd-pieces, brass six-pounders, capable of carrying a 
huge quantity of grape-shot, and admirably served, did fearful execution. In a 
few minutes nearly UK) of the French battalion were struck down. The rest, 
dismayed at the havoc, showed signs of filtering. Captain Calliand seized the 
fus ouniLle moment, and sal lying out with nil the Europeans, gave a volley so 
well levelled that an indiscriminate flight immediately ensued, and continued till 
the fugitives were fairly out of cannon-shot, The rest of the enemy were not 
slow to follow the example, and the whole Listened bock for Seringham; the 
British, satisfied with their victory, did not attempt pursuit In the evening 
the convoy reached the camp in safety. Mure- depended upon its arrival tlian 
the enemy seemed to have Iwen aware of Had they succeeded in preventing 
it, mere want of provhaons would have obliged the victors to decamp for Tanjorc 
the very next day, 

^ 1JLmetl antl their disgraceful defeat sought to wreak 

*ru* their vengeance hi any quarter where it could be done without much danger, 
and fixed upon Ton denmf s Country, from wliich Tricliinopoly had drawn the 
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greater put of Its supplies oiler Timjore had ceased lo send them, Accordingly* .-lh. 
cm the very second night after their defeat, M. Maieoin,. the French commander, 
with all his Europeans, 3000 sepoys, rind 20U0 horse, suddenly entering that 
country', tHigri 11 to commit every species of ravage The Polygnr Tondeman* who 
hud some warning of their approach, hurl caused Ids people to remove with their 
eattEe and all their effects. into the depth of the forests, whither it was impos¬ 
sible to follow them. The invaders, in consequence, could do nothing more than 
gratify their impotent malice by burning empty villages. Disappointed of the 
plunder which they had anticipated, they carried their depredations into Tanjore, 

Major Lawrence, in expectation that the rajah, on seeing hie country thus ^ 1 ^ 0 * 
attacked, would apply to him for assistance, set out with his rainy in order that u»D»fa*» 
he might be at band to comply with the application as soon as it should be 
made, and thus bind the rajah by interest to an alliance of a more durable nature 
than any lie hail yet been able to form with him. He, at the same time, ordered 
the rdnlbrcement at Devicotta to effect a junction with ns little delay as jkjs 
fiible. The very nest day after his arrival, a message from the rajah arrived 
ui'ging him fca hasten his approach. The cause of this urgency was soon explained. 

The invaders, not contented with pillaging the country, hod been guilty of an 
atrocious proceeding, which threatened to doom a large portion of jt to perpetual 
barranufisa. It Iuls been already mentioned that at Coilady the Colerooa and 
Cauvery would agnin unite were the junction not prevented by au aiiiiiohil 
mound. At this paint the level of the Coleroon is about twenty feet lower 
than that of the Cauveiy, and the object of the mound is to prevent the whole 
From being precipitated into the Colcroon* when it would run waste to the sea, 
atnl preserve the Cauvery os a separate and independent stream, which, employed 
in irrigating the plains of Tanjore, renders them id most fabulously fertile. The 
invaders had cut across thin mound, and afterwards cannonaded the workmen 
sent to repair it 

Tide attempt to starve a whole population in order to compel their sovereign rmp^k? 
to adopt a cwlain political course, proved as impolitic os it was iniquitous j for rttbbw 
the only effect was* to inspire the rujuh with a deep hatred of those who had 
employed such abominable means to effect his nib, and convince him that his Uju Frer, - !l 
only security against the repetition of such malice was a close and cordial :dli- 
aitce with the British presidency. Another event, which took place at the same 
time, formed an additional inducement to this alliance. On the invasion of 
Timjore the rajah despatched GanderOw, with 1 o(K) horse, to Tricntupoly. Moran 
Row, who* after quarrelling with Nuojeraj, had lived himself at Pitdiandnh, on 
the north bank of the Culeroon, watching for any change of circumstances which 
ho might be able to turn to account, no sooner heard of the approach of Go.il- 
derow than lie resolved to encounter Iduc Tf he succeeded in giving him a 
defeat, one of twu> objects Would be gained. The rajali, already frightened by 
the Freud] and Mysorean invasion, would lx? glad to pay a large sum as the 
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[uirchaie of his retwit; ur if this were refused, the destruction of Ganderow ■, 
detachment would avenge the slaughter of tin; Mabnittiu^ and the barbarities 
practised oil those of them who hod been taken prisoners during i< funner cam¬ 
paign. Thus stimulated both by interest and revenge, Morari Bow, crossing 
the Coleroon and Cauvery by night, with 80ta! *d" his beat troops, surprised 

Gnnderow at day¬ 
break, and wi com¬ 
pletely debited him 
that only 300 of Ins 
whole force escaped. 
Major Lawrence ar¬ 
rived at Tanjore 
only two days after 
this defeat, ami was 
of nsequently able to 
negotiate with the 
raj alt under the must 
fanvonru 1 1 Ee ciitmm- 
stanees. The remit 

was that Mottflcjee was not only reinstated in his command, but appointed 
prime minister m room of Succojee, who had hitherto been the great obstacle 
to a permanent British alliance. 

Major Lawrence was again in possession of an army sufficient to enable 
him to cope with tlse enemy. The Company s force consisted of a battalion 
of I2m> mem some of them topasees* and 3HU0 sepoys, with fourteen Jield- 
j'h-.rs; to these were added 3500 Tangerines and 3000 infantry, under Altm- 
aejee, A considerable reinforcement hod id*:' been expected under Maphuzu 
KJaui. the nabobs elder brother As the legal heir of An war-u-din, his right U* 
the naliobahip was better than that of Mahomed’ but as he was taken prisoner 
in the action in which his tin her was. slain, lie was entirely Overlooked in the 
new Bnmgementa, and on obtaining his liberty found it necessary., after con¬ 
siderable hesitation, to recognize the validity of his brother’s title. H. hu b hi 
consequence, been placed at t he head of a body'of troops nominally belonging to 
the nabob, but made them entirely subservient to Ids own purposes, and found 
-" many pretexts for delay that the army was at last obliged to set out without 
him The whole troops furnished by the nabob, therefore, were only his own 
guard of fifty horse. On entering the plains of Triddttopoly, encumbered with a 
considerable convoy, Major Lawrence found that the enemy, who bud previously 
fixed their camp at the Five Recks, had quitted it and ml vanned eastward, to 
dispute 3its further progress Both armies drew up in under of battle ; and frmu 
thr apparent re.^jkttoti with which the French moved to the attack, a deceive 
engagement was expected. Suddenly, however, after enduring A destructive 
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ttumomtde with grunt stcndinr-s*, they •.■.heeled round before coining wit Inn a p j:.-j 
imiskeUdiot, and began to retreat with aotus appearance of confusion Major 
Lawrence traus preparing to puraue when he ascertained that the retreat of the ims**#* 
r ranch iniuntry was only a feint to cover im attack upon the convoy. The 
plan wm that while the British Uitfcalion were engaged with the imagined pur- 
fttiit, Hyder, at the head of the Mysore horse, should wheel round and fall upon 
the rear, where the Kiggage and pitjvkiom wen? deposited. Hyder a impetu¬ 
osity and eagerness for plunder frustrated the strata gem. By making his attack 
prematurely, he succeeded in carrying off only thirty-five carts, laden partly 
with uims mid ammunition, and partly with baggage belonging to the British 
otBcarsi Tills loss was more than compensated: by the result of the action. The 
Fiends, 1. 1 —-id.-- .-nis[ j lining a virtual defeat, had 100 of their battalion killed or 
wounded, while only eight of the British fell After proceeding to Triehhiupoly 
without further ititerru|.sti‘jn T and bulg ing the stores of provision in its mugu- 
zinrs. Major Lawrence made several attempts to 1 ring the enemy to a general 
engagement Instead of accepting Ills challenges they retired as he advanced, 
and finally quitted the plains on the south side of the Cauverr, to establish 
themselves once more in the iaknd of Beringhnm, The commencement of the 
mins prevented further military operations; and before a new campaign could 
W undertaken, a great change in French East India politics waa effected- To 
various occurrences which preceded and contributed to this change, it is neces¬ 
sary now to attend 
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ALABT T JT N G, indebted for Ins appointment of SouKibd&r of Fmtiub 
the Lieccan to French influence, na turally dung to Bossy, through 
whom that influence had been exercised, and made him almost 
the absolute disposer ol his fortunes. The French commander 
possessed bdutita which enabled him to take full advantage of his 
[Httitioia but found a Strong party at Sahib Lit Jung's court disposed to thwart 
him in all his printed! tigs. At the head of this party was Sc id Lnakax Khan, 
who though he hated Bu^V in hh> heart, was such an adept in cunning that he 
not only persuaded him of his sincere friendship, but had been invested with the 
"tike of dewan by Ids speck) recoromeiidttiou. Xo sooner, however, was he 
firmly seated In tins office than he threw off the mask and took open part with 
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those who wore jealous of $nlu hut Jung's French partialities, and disposed to 
tnko any steps that might seem necessary to counteract them. While they tv ere 
on tile watch for an opportunity. Hussy, worn out by anxiety and fatigue, foil 
sick, and departed by the advice ofhis physicians, to sequester himself from all 
badness at Masu!l|>:ii‘im, now become, along with a large tract of the adjoining 
territory, entirely a French possession. His enemies were immediately an the 
alert muI mode it their first business to get rid of the French troop and sejK-jys 
whom Bupy had left behind, under the pretext that they were the best security 
of SnLabut Jung's person anti authority itguibt both foreign mid intestine id,-.-, 
but really for the purpose of controlling his measures. The task thus umkf. 
taken by the dewun and his asaodafoa was delicate and difficult. S&lnbut Jung, 
who was deficient in personal courage and sagacity, was unwilling to part with 
the troops- and the troops themselves, consisting of an European battalion and 
5001) sepoys, all paid by Bussy himself imd acting entirely under Ms orders, 
would have resisted any overt attempt to disl and them. Unde rhand measures, 
therefore, were resorted ta First, the pay which had been furnished at certain 
regular periods was withheld; and when the troops complained. the reason 
assigned was. that Several of the provinces at a distance from Hyderabad, via re 
the soubahdar was then billing his court, bad foiled to replenish the treasury 
by the usual payment of ivvenue. As the most effectual remedy, it was suggested 
that the troops should be sent to enforce the collection of it, By this device 
they allowed themselves to be scattered over the count tv in detached parties. 

One important difficulty being thus overcome, the dewim nest j>erKUaded 
Salubut Jung that his presence was imperatively required at Aurangabad 
Here the mere distance from the French settlements tended great I v to diminish 
French influence, while the absence of the greater part of the battalion and 
«p £>yn removed ah apprehension qf danger from any opposition which they 
might have been disposed to offer to the removal of the court Mean tame the 
troops sent to collect the revenue made little progress, because thwarted by 
secret orders from the dew an hiraseLf and their pay in consequence Beaune more 
^regular than ever. Disappointment, dsmottr, and desertion had consequrntly 
begun to prevail, when Bossy, informed of the state of affoire, and the cause's 
which bad produced it, made his appearance in Hyderabad He had previously 
givers orders to all the scattered detachments to meet him there, find hence ■ -tv 
his arri val found himself at the head of 500 Europeans and K)G0 mjnya. With 
gome difficulty haring ap|*ftsed their discontent, and satisfied their most pressing 
Wonts, by money obtained partly from the treasury and partly on Ms own 
credit with native bankers, he took the bold resolution of miuvhing uncoiled 
with his whole fence to Aurangabad a distance of 30U miles. W\mt had now 
occurred might be repeated Mid he was determined that m future the pay of 
his troops would be drawn from some source over which the French Company 
had full and undivided confer'>1 
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After a considerable delay, catEfctL by the rainy mastm, he commenced liLs a.d. it^ 
tiLirck. Stdtl Ln.skur Khaji imd his adherents were in consternation, but many _ 
reasons inclined Bussy to act with moderation. Instead of advancing directly 
to Aurtmgabud be baited at some distance, to give an np|iortu.nitv for the * K *' ir - 
adoption of conciliatory mesas urea. SaLibut Jung, who still retained his French Mr ' Kyitt,,!tu 
partialities was ready at once to concede whatever might be asked ol'him , and 
the dewart, who bad at one time bethought himself of taking refuge in the 
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strong fortress of Dow- 
letabaid, waa delighted to 
discover that Ms peace 
could be made on terms 
which personally cost 
him nothing. Busey bad 
still more reason to be 
satisfied# for the object 
of bis journey had been 
fully accomplished. The 
payment of his troops 
had formerly depended 
on sources which mi'dit 
easily he cut ►H' by acci¬ 
dent or design' it was 

now secured by the allotment of a permanent revenue, not liable to be inter¬ 
fered with by native officials, but placed under the absolute control of the 
t rendi Lust India Comjiany. This revenue was derived from a tract of 
country called the Northern Circais, which, along with Mosulipatom and the 
adjoining district previously ceiled, made the French absolute masters of a line 
ui coast extending about d(Kl miles along the Bay of Bengal, from the iitoij um» 
mouths of the Kistna to die Temple of Juggernaut, near lat. 20*. At a niLHle- Fwi> ,1_ 
rate estimate the revenue of the whole could not be less than TSOI), 1)00 
sterling, Tins immense grant having been made with a special view to the 
maintenance of the french troops, was strictly shaking revocable the moment 
tlu^e troops should be withdrawn from Sul abut Jung’s service; but no such con¬ 
tingency wiis then contemplated, anrl it appears to have been perfectly under- 
stCNwl that, when the Frondi were established in possession, nothing but force 
would suffice to deprive them of it But how could such force be successfully 
employedi’ The dtnin of mountains bounding the Cireara on the west formed 


an iihu'-L impassable barrier to any invasion from the Deccan, while their long 
tine of coast made it cosy, if attacked, to employ all the resources of the other 
French settlements in their defence. This consideration bad not escaped the 
nciLice of the dewan, wbo endeavoured without success to tempt Bussy to 
exchange the Circam for an inland territory of much greater extent and value. 
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TIil 1 ambitions schemes which DupJcix bai l long meditated, and which aimed 
at nothing less than the establishment of French ascendency throughout the 
Deccan, seemed now in a fair way of being ocoomphshfth Hitherto, however, the 
waif in the Carnatic bad been a serums obstacle. It formed a constant drain on 
the re-sourvcs of the French Company; and what was worse, did not compensiuc 
for the cost by any adequate return. Beyond the Colcroon the podtian of affair* 
wus still mure unfavourable; anti after all the exeruiona which had been math 
the superiority remained decidedly with the BritislL Could it be possible to 
come to some arrangement with these Formidable rivals/ If they could 1 >• 
induced to quit the field a host of diffic ulties would at once dixapp.-itr. T1 j. 
m i' ricabllity of some such arrangement, and the advantages thru wooM natu¬ 
rally follow from it, had been repeatedly urged upon the attention of Dupleix by 
Ids employers; mid though he was little disposed to adopt a peaceful policy, he 
deemed it rx|*edleut so far to defer to their wishes as to tnake formal proposal 
of negotiation to the Madras presidency in the beginning of 17 Vk 

The English l "omjMiny, whose finances had suffered severely during the war, 
were still more desirous to temdante hostilities, and had repeatedly urged tlie 
presidency to embrace the first opportunity of securing so desirable a resuk 
There was thus little difficulty in making the preliminary arrangements for n 
conference, The place selected for this purpose was the Dutch settlement of 
Sjulrass, situated on the road between Madras and Pondicherry. Hae the 
deputies appointed by the two companies met on the 3d of January, and opened 
the business by mutually producing their proposed basis of negotiation. It was 
at once perceived that their views were totally irreconcilable. The English Com¬ 
pany insisted that Mahomed All should he acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic 
and the French tluit Sulabiit Jung should be acknowledged Soubahtlar of tin- 
Deccan; in other words, each insisted that the other should yield the whole that 
had been at issue in the contest As matters stood, Sakbut Jung and Mahourei! 
All were merely repri-i ntntlves of the two rival companies and the reccgnhi i. 
of either without any modification of their powers, or any effectual cheek on tire 
abuse of these, would have been to place the one company entirely at the ofchflri* 
mercy. Tills was too obvious nut to be seen. and yet the negotiation wa- 
allowed to proceed, though there was no common point from which it could 
start In the course of the discussions which followed, the French produced 
-even patent*, two from Muzzuffb Jung, four from Sakbut Jung and one fnun 
tlie Great Mogul Those from MtizzirfFer Jung and Salabut J ting, inter ali*i 
appointed Dnpleix commander from the K 1st rut to Cape Comorin, and gave him 
the whole territories of Arcot and Tricbinopdy after Chimdn Sahibs death 
The patent from tire Great Mogul in the form of a letter Confirming all tire 
gnuu^ which Salabut Jung had made in favour of Dnpleix anil hi* allies The 
English Company also professed to lie in poeaesrion ofjmtente from Nazir Jung 
Ghasd-inlitg euiJ the Great Mogul giving and confirming tin- nflhol>s|iip of llte 
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r artutfjc to Mahomed Ali. Though the patents thus founded upon were contra- in. nu. 

dietoiy and neutralized each other, it is not impossible that they may all have “- 

been genuine; for at this period of political confusion m India, there was little 
difficulty in obtaining any kind of document that aught be brushed, provided a 
sufficient sum of money waa paid for iL Several suspicious rircmastnnces, how- 
ever, matte the ge nuinene ss of the patent from the Great Mogul, which the r^IL. 
Fretiuh hud produced more than questionable. The seal was proved to be that 
oi a former reign; and when attention wsia called to the circumstance, Itoplehc, 
instead of courting examination, suddenly withdrew it and all hk other docu¬ 
ments, on the ground that those which Mahomed Alt was alleged to have in 
LLs possession at Triehiimpoly had been only promised, not produced. As the 
production certainly ought to have been mutual, the objectic n was so far well 
founded ; the absurdity, shared alike by both parties, was in hypocritically endea¬ 
vouring to give a semblance of legality and equity to acquisitions which had 
Originally been made in defiance of both, and were still only maintained by the 
sw ord. After a large amount of quibbling and tergiversation, the whole nego¬ 
tiation ended in smoke Much recrimination followed, and the only result WE 8 > 
to leave both sides mure exasperated tlian ever, 

in carry &ig on the war in India the English Company were placed at n great 
disadvantage in being left .to depend entirely on their own resources, while the btntmm. 
French Company w ere directly countenanced and supported by their govern¬ 
ment. Tftfey had therefore good reason for the remonstrance which they pre¬ 
sented to the British ministry, calling upon them to Lake the necessary steps 
either to terminate the war, or to furnish the resources by which it was to be 
carried oel The former alternative win* adopted, find the position of matters 
in the East became the subject of im earnest oorreqKmdenct- between the two 
governments. After various conferences in London, between the Earl of IIol- 
derne&t, fttihcipal secretary of state, and two deputies sent over from Paris, the 
British ministry, dissatisfied with the little progress made towards a settlement, 
began to prepare fir the worst, by equipping :i squadron of men-of-war for the 
East Indies. The French ministry, made aware by this decisive step that pro- 
uiusiination wrjuld no longer avail, began to act in earnest, and entered into an 
arrangement by w hich the disputes of the companies were to be settled on a 
footing of equality In order to carry out this arrangement, it was necessary 
tiiat commissaries should be appointed to adjust the terms. Had talent and 
experience only been required, the choice of the French Company would mu or¬ 
ally have hdlen on Duplt-ix; but tlm jwlicy about to be adopted was so opposed 
to that w hich he had ail along pursued, that some dt'gree of suspicion justly 
attached to him, and lie weih ciHL'Jjered i nelig ible, But if ineligible to be 
appointed a commissary, to adjust the terms of u settlement, he was obvioufll v 
undt to be employed in giving effect to it, and could no longer 1 *? permitted 
to hold the government of Pondicherry He was therefore superseded by 
Vol, I, 64 
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a.d. it, u. M- Godeheu, Et director of the French Company, who arrived on the 2d of Align:-*!, 
1754, invested withabsolute authority aver all the French settlements in the 
DsiiJd*«- East Indies It is easy to conceive how futorly Dnyk-ix must have felt when 
t,T thus compelled to resign. Even when deprived of the substance of ] lower he 
dong to its shadow, and was permitted during the two months which elapsed 
before he took Iuh final departure for Europe, to gratify his vanity by wearing 
the dress and parading the streets with nil the insignia belonging to him in his 
imaginary’ capacity of Nabob of the Carnatic. The fact of Iiis being gratified 
by each an exhibition proves him to have been devoid of true dignity of 
character, and makes it impuesihle to take much interest in ids future fortunes 
Yet his fate was hard He had not only spent ids life, but embark til Ids win'Ip 
fortune in tbe service of the French East India Company, From them, there¬ 
fore, he ivm entitled to generous treatment So far from tin-, they would not 
even do him justice, and he was obliged to seek it by a law process which wa- 
stilL pending when lie died, ruined and broken-hearted. 
x+mmmt Immediately on his arrival, M, Oodelieu entered into communication with 
i-.. rt ap. Mr .Saunders, governor of Madras, and gave proof of his good faith and anxiety 
1 ll " for a settlement by releasing the company of Swiss soldiers who had been cap 
timed while proceeding in country bonta for Fort. St. David. A favourable 
answer was returned, but meanwhile both parties continued their warlike opera- 
tinnst Tl to French received a reinforcement uf 12U0 men, of wlioiii COD were 
Jnissni :- under the command of Fitsehoi', a partisan of e^me reputation; a stil l 
larger accession of force was made to the British, by the arrival of the squadron 
above mentioned. It was eummunded by Admiral Watson, ami consisted of 
three ships, of sixty, fifty, and twenty guns; together with n sloop of war and 
several Company a ships, having on board the 49th regiment of TOO men, under 
command of Colonel AdIerL-n.ui, forty royal artiHerymem and 2QQ Company re 
cmita file superiority was decidedly with the British, and probably had some 
effect in inducing M, Godeheu to propose terms so reasonable that they were at 
ouce acceded to, so far as to justify a Buapension of hostilities,, on the 11th of 
October, 1T-f4 Its duration was fixed at three months; but before the^e 
expired, the terms of a treaty, conditional on the approbation of the twn cum 
]nellies in Europe, were actuated, and Wiiine the basis of un eighteen months' 
lu ivmu. trace- The leading principle- of the treaty WHS, that, on the east const of 
India the two companies should be placed on a footing of perfect equality. With 
this view it was stipulated that they should for ever renounce ail M&oririt 
government and dignity, never intolihre in qua mis among native princes, and 
restore- to them all places mid pnftcssiotLH except tin.sc which the treaty, when 
made definitive, should expressly reserve; that in Tanjoro the English should 
retain Itevicotta, and the French Carrico], with the districts at present attachd 
b' Cadi ; that on the Coromandel coast the English should retain Fort St 
George and Fort St David with their [(resent districts, ami the French Bondi- 
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cherry, with either nn adilitional district or a new settlement between Nizam- jlo i-m 
f>ntiiin and the Ci rnidlft ca tna , to compensate for the deficiency of the settlement - 
-if CarrU-id compared with those of Dev-icottft and Fort St David; that at Moau- 
Iipfttitm u district should be formed equal in extent to tin* inland of Divy in 
the vicinity, and then a partition should be made by mutual agreement, 
giving the district to the one company and the island to the other; that to the 
north \v*r<l of Masnlipatfirn, and within the Northern OircaiE, cadi company 
dumld have Four or five subordinate factories, merely as places of trade, without 
■uiy district attached to them, and so situated res not to interfere with cadi other, 
l'i]J the treaty was made definitive by it.-; rutideation in Europe, existing pos- 
x-aaiim should Lie retained by both companies in conformity with the principle 
■ it nti potent-: tit, hut during the truce no new acquisitions should be made, and 
die allies should either lie bound to act in accordance with it. or be repelled by 
the troops of both companies in the event of their making an attack upon either, 

Itt this treaty the French Oouqmny apparently made the larger sacrifice- Amhimitto 
Iheir revenues within the territorial limits over which the treaty extended Lad 
been augmented during the war to at JeEtsi E70QAHH) per annum, while those 
acquired by the English, Company fell short of £1410,000. By consenting to an 
• quality of possession, they renounced an income nearly equal to the whole 
•lifterence between tbesf two sums. Such at least accms to be: the plain mean¬ 
ing of its leading stipulations* and yet it must have l*eeu understood differently, 
for Bugsy's connection with Salabut Jung underwent ng change in consequence 
■f it; and, as if in direct defiance of the very first article, be continued to fight 
Ids kittles as before. It may be alleged that it was impossible for him to do 
otherwise, ns this wits the condition on which the Northern Ci rears had been 
made over to him, The moment the troops were withdrawn, the Circara would 
have reverted to the ruler of the Deccan, and thus the principle of ntipo&tttltlis, 
which, nccovding to another stipulation, was to be maintained so long m the 
treaty remained only conditional, would have been violated, to the manifest 
damage i>f the French Company. Tn point of fact, then, ihc suspension of hoas 
duties WHS only partial; and while the English Company were specially excluded 
from attempting anything in the Camatie. there was nothing to prevent the 
French Company from endeavouring, through the intervention of Busy, to 
extend their influence, and pave the way for the establishment of a complete 
ascendency in the Deccan. Lt soon appeared that this was not the only serious os* 
flaw in the treaty. The allies imd been made parties to it without being cun- 
-ulted, and could not understand why they should be obliged to follow in the 
wake of foreign mercenaries, and make peace and war at their dictation. Nun- 
jeraj, in particular, continued to linger in Seringham, and openly declared that 
he would never quit it excepting for the purpose of making himself master of 
Tridhinopoly, The nabob on Ills part was equally warlike; and having little 
fear of the Mysorean, now that the French were under nu obligation not to 
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assist him, begun to meditate m expedition against Madura mid Tlnucvrlly. 
Strange to sty, the Madras presidency, as if they had already regarded the treaty 
a$ a dead letter, were no sooner applied to than they agreed to furnish 500 
Europeans and 2000 sepoys for thin expedition. The French remonstrated 
against this proceeding as a violation of the trace; but as the} were tihemaelvi-i 
setting a rfnular example in the Deccan, little attention was paid to their 
remonstrance. 

The nabob and hU brother, Maphuze Klian, who was now acting as his repre¬ 
sentative in the countries south of the Goleroon, joined the expedition with 
1000 horse; but the detachment was commanded by Lieutonant-cnlouel Heron, 
un officer lately arrived from England Major Lawrence had previously left for 
Madras with the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the kings service—an honour 
which, so far from rewarding him according to hie merit, did not even compen¬ 
sate fur the marked slight which he received when Colonel Adleraron, as his 
superior officer, superseded him in the chief command of the British forces in 
Indio. The expedition set out in the beginning of February, 1755, and, after 
some detention and loss among the CoLleiies, one of whose pnlygars made a 
vigorous resistance, gamed undisputed possession of Madura. TinnevdJy made 
no resistance, and all th e surrounding country professed submission to the nabob. 
It was soon found, however, that the submission was only nominal. The tri¬ 
bute promised was not paid, and the whole amount of revenue realized ME far 
short of the expenses of the expedition. In consequence of this unexpected and 
most unsatisfactory result, a rigid inquiry was instituted, and Colonel Hunter, 
convicted of Iiaving increased his private fortune by presents obtained at the 
sacrifice of his public duties, was dismissed the service. 

During these transactions the Mysoreans, who had continued to linger at 
Seringham, in the hope that force or intrigue might yet put them in possession 
of Triohinopoly, suddenly marched off to meet a double danger wldeh was 
threatening their own territory. Bulnjee Rao had appeared on the frontier* 
with his devastating Mobrattas, and at the same time Salulmt Jung was advan¬ 
cing at the head of an army to exact alleged arrears of tribute. Bart of this 
army consisted of the French battalion headed by Bony, who in consequence 
found himself in a very awkward position. By the terms of his service he could 
not refuse to Mow Saiabut Jung on any expedition which it pleased him to 
undertake;, and yet how could he, os the avowed servant of the French t .’ompany, 
take part in an expedition against the Mysoreans, with whom they had hag 
been and still were in alliance? From this dilemma Bussty relieved IMmadf by 
dexterous dipl.nnacy. By acting as a mediator between the parties lie induced 
the Mysoreans to accept Sahibut Jung as a protector against the threatened 
Miihmttu invasion, BaJajee Rao, thus intimidated, was easily bribed to desist 
fnm his intended invasion; ruid Saiabut Jung, after encamping under the walls 
of Seringapntaim, consented to an arrangement winch gave him u large sum in 
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payment of past nrream, and a promise of punctuality in the future payment of A .u. m& 
tribute. 

The British squadron under Admiral Watson, having no prospect of active irrfiiiwr 
employment on the Coromandel coast while the treaty between the two com- 
panics subsdsteil, returned in the beginning of November to Bombay* Here a 
considerable number of troops had recently arrived Irani England, for the pur¬ 
pose of acting in concert ’with Balajie Rao ill an expedition which lie bad agreed 
to undertake against Aurangabad, the capital of tlie Deccan It was hoped 
that Salabut Jung. thus attacked, would be frightened into a compromise, and 
induced to break ft!' Ms connection with Busyy, as the oxdy effectual means of 
securing Ills own Kjifcty. This expedition had been planned in England before 
the conditiorml treaty with the French was known* :end the presidency of Bom- 
Invj, faking the change of circumstances into ccnsideration* resolved to abandon 
it Clive, who had arrived with the troops with Use rank of coland in the 
kings service, and the appointment of governor of Fort St- David* W*s of opinion 
that the expedition would not amount, to a violation of the treaty* and urged 
that no time should lie lost in carrying it into effect Hi® Opinion* however, 
was overruled} the more easily, perhaps, that the original command of the ex¬ 
pedition had been destined, not to him, though he was unquestionably best 
entitled to it, hut to a Colonel Scott, on whom ministerial influence more than 
merit had conferred it. By Scott’s death, indeed, Clive had nctmlly succeeded to 
the command, but the presidency were not to be moved from the view they had 
at first taken; and it was determined to employ the whole naval and military 
force then at Bombay on another expedition, as to the justice and expediency 
of which int doubt could lie entertained in any quarter, 

11 l-- west const of India had long been infested by a tnxly of pirates, whoi^^t™ 
preyed indiscriminately on the vessels of all nations, native and foreign, and v "**” 
carried on their depredations so baldly, systvtnafcjcaily, and successfully, a> to 
have become in fact a formidable navrd power. Kanhojee Ang rin, under whom 
they first acquired importance, was at one time commander of the Mabnittn 
licet, and in this capacity held the government of Sevomdroog, a strong fort 
situated on a fmudl rocky island close to the coast, about seventy-eight miles 
south from Bombay, fn course of Lime, finding himself strong enough, he 
aspired to independence, and having gained over a large portion of the fleet, set 
his old I musters at defianca, A war ensued, but the results were so unfavourable 
to the Mahmttas, who were not only worsted at sea, but so vigorously encoun¬ 
tered on shore, that they at last, in 17FT consented to a peace which, in return 
for n promise of allegiance and tribute, left Kanhejee in jKJsseiision of ten folia 
and sixteen places of less strength, with their dependent villages. It Is not to 
ln. h tiup: osed that when he had thus succeeded in reaping the fruits of his depre¬ 
dations, he would forthwith desist from them- On the contrary, lie was unlv 
emboldened to extend them, and continued to levy w hat he called his ehuLit by 
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the imiisciimiimte plunder of all ships that emae within ids reach, Along the 
whole coast, from the vicinity of Bombaysouthwan la to that of Gun, h» vessels, 
protected by fortes and sheltered within creeks and the mouths of the numerous 
email streams which descend from the Western Ghauts, lay ready to pounce on 
any hapless vessel that might chance to heave in sight In earning on their 
depredatiuna the pirate* derived great facilities from the nature of the naviga¬ 
tion The sea and land freezes blow alternately in the twenty-four hours, 
dividing the day between them. The Lind breezes however, do nut reach more 
than forty mile-s out to set, and hence vessels, in order to profit I v them, must 
keep within that distance from the coast They were thus obliged to ran into 
the very (Linger which they were anxious to avoid and fell a frequent and easv 

prey to Kanhojec s fleet of ymU 
at id <ji illi ra U. These t wo dasaea 
of vessels, which, fur melon nti!e 
purposes, arc still in common 
use on the Malabo? coast, were 
adnnmbto adapted for predatory 
w arfare. The grabs, varying in 
burden from SOQ to I 50 tons, and 
made broad in proportion to 
their length, for the purpose of 
drawing little water, aimed n 
mnnlx'r of guns, two uf them 
front nine to twelve plunders, placed rm the main deck so as to tire through port¬ 
holes over the prow, and the rest, usually six to nine pounders, fitted to give it 
broadside The gallivatu, which never exceeded seventy tons burden, combi net! 
the double advantage of sailing and row boats. Besides a very large triangular 
sail, they were provided with forty to fifty stout ohis, which etiabjed [hem to 
net as tugs to the grabs, and pull them even*m a calm at the rate of four miles 
an hoar. Thus attacked, it was scarcely possible fora merchant vessel to escape. 
Her enemies keeping at first at a safe distance, plied her with shot till they Imd 
dismasted her or thoroughly damaged her rigging, and then, ns she lay helpless* 
in dm water, eiliter compelled her to strike, or boarded her by sending forward 
a number ofgallivafo, each with from 200 to 2{n» men. 

The East India Company tried both force and negotiation with Knnliujee. 
After oil ineffectual attempt to coerce him in 1717. Mr. Charles Boone, then 
governor of Bombay, tried the effect of a written remonstrance, and In Novem¬ 
ber, 1720, received a long and rambling, but very characteristic answer, in whirls 

^lii i* a 0(ip ^ eeU Ujthh? mint*,* pcinl*d prew* Jrt * Ttfif early Tfafl. point*! prow wtich 

wl * SiowMjjrSt. Its unsw constats -of i ■iirafaror tiutir^uLihei tbo ^riL I-n-lcn# lo the Hindoo coji- 
cn >r jtj|in * aiuf a lew dorib-j or ^loorult uilorr. Tim atruction, atari it cot met with in any other ttntuirj. 
jfrtW m bant 4t Bowboj, who* Ik appear* that Uni I'critc^ise luv* LoiUteii it b ifceir iuJUm 
wii hrimukt to *oau e decree of perfection iltipe.—Soli yii, Let Hlndoiu* 
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Kanhujee, instead of seeking to disguise or jwillinte the principles on which bo aj>. i?*s 
acted, says: " J As touching the desire of possessing wlint is another's,, X do not 
tine] the merchants exempt from this sort of ambition, for tins is tin; wny of the 
world; for God gives nothing immediately from himself lent Hikes from one to 
give lei another. Whether this in right or no r who ifi able til determine? It little 
Ltehoves the merchants. I am sfim:-, to say our government is supported 1 y vim 
E-itiee, insults, and piracies, forasmuch os Muh&nja which Is Sev&jee). making 
War against four kings, founded and rataldished Ins kingdom. I'll is was our 
introduction and beginning, and whether or no by these ways ihis government 
hath proved durable, your excellency well knows, so likewise did your prede¬ 
cessors/ 1 In 172:3 the British and Portuguese, the latter fimus|ung Uw land c ' llf,rrwit 
forces, and the former three ships of the line nnrler Commodore Matthews, made 
an attack on the strong fort of Kolftbah. at that time the chief seat of Kanltojees ' 
power; hut bis usual good fortune, or the cowardice of the Portuguese, saved 
him; in 17-1 the Dutch, with seven ships, twu bomb-VCssels, ami a body of 
troops, made an equally unsuccessful attempt on Yizindruog or Gheriah. These 
ignominious failures strengthening 31 prevalent belief that the forts attacked 
were really impregnable, the reduction of them was abandoned as hopeless; and 
a the only otJier alternative, the Company were reduced to the necessity of 
giving convoy to their merchant ships by menus of a naval force, which, was 
maintained at an annual expense of £50,000. The expense of thin expedient 
was not the worst part of it Humiliating res it was, it proved nn a vailing' and 
Kanhojoe. only emboldened by the ineffectual resistance opposed to his ravages, 
continued them with more [hiring, and on u more extended scale. At Ills death 
in the end of 1728, tie was p06888SCd of immense wealth, a powerful Ilett- mid a 
territory stretching 100 miles along the coast, mid backward to the mountahoSL 
K nihojee Angria left two legitimate and three illegitimate som The former 
were recognized aa his successor^ and fixed their resilience, the one at Kolaboh ■h.!'i- J ’' 11 
and the other at Sevemdroog, Ultimately, after various changes, produced * 
parity by domestic dissensions and partly by foreign influence, the succession 
Inissed to one of the illegitimate sons, called Toolajw, who made Gheriali his 
capital. It was against turn that the squadron under Admiral Watson and the 
troops under Colonel CUve were now about to be employed His depredations 
committed on nil ships not bearing his purport had been severely felt, as wed 
ly the llahrattas ns by the Bombay presidency; and both a a early ns 1?ol had 
come to it mutuid determination to put him down as a common enemy Actual 
sI*|h, however, were rinL taken till 1755. The very year before, the pirates had 
given new proof of their formidable power, by attacking at once three Dutch 
fillips of fifty, thirty-fax and eighteen guns, burning the two tirat, and capturing 
the !:tst; end it was resolved, at the earnest entreaty of Balnjee Bajee Kao, the 
Peishwa, to attack Tookjee Angria both by land and sen. At this time neither 

f fHtir• of tkt MaAnmat, mL f. j>, 4 SB. 
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Admiral ’Watson'g agnadrna nor the troops from England had arrived. The 
kind forces were accordingly furnished entirely by the Mabrattaa who of course 
retained the command of them; but the ships, consisting of the Cnmpanj's 
marine force, the Protector, of forty-four guns, with a ketch of sixteen guns, amt! 
two bomb-vessels, and a Makraita fleet of seven grebe and sixty gallivats, were 
placed under the sole command of the Catnprmy's chief naval officer, Commodore 
James. This great armament must have made it almost impolitic to dimht 
of its sufficiency, and yet such was the exaggerated idea entertained of the 
strength of Angria's forts, that tlie presidency instructed the commodore to con¬ 
tent hlmstli" with blockade, instead of risking the safety of his vessels by attack¬ 
ing them 1 1 such were the fears of the presidency, we can hardly hi juiio the 
Mahrattas for being still more timorous. On anchoring fifteen miles north of 
Scvemdroog, and disembarking the troops, in number lOjUXb to proceed the rest 
of the wji v by land, Commodore James learned that the enemy's fleet was lying 
securely at anchor within the harl our of Svvemdroogi and might, by stealing 
upon it during tJse night, be so effectually blockaded, ils to make escape impos¬ 
sible, He made ^arrangement* accordingly; but the Mahratta admiral, afW 
pmmimng liberafy to second him, soon found that he had promised more than 
he was able to perform. His officers refused to stir before morning; and thus, 
as muck perhaps from treachery fhun cowardice, appeared in sight only in 
time to alarm the enemy, and enable them to put to sea with all their ships 
Commodore James, after a chase, continued till the approach of night made 
k fruitless, returned to Severndi-ocg. Beside the fort of this name on the island, 
there were three other forts on the maiidjind, within point blank distance of it 
These, though origin ally built for the purpose of keeping ii in ebtsdc, had after- 
wards fallen into A ngrsa's hands, and now formed part of its defences. On 
resuming dispirited from the chase, the commodore found the Muhrattu army 
engaged in laying siege to the land forte Such at least was the name which 
they gave to their operations ; but there could not be a more ludicrous misnomer, 
for they were firing only from a single gun, a fjur-jwumder, at the distance of two 
m^es To keep up a blockade for the purpose of assisting such besiegers would 
have been worse than futile; and it wag therefore evident that, if the instructions 
which the excessive caution uf the Bombay presidency had dictated were literally 
ob-'.-rved, this expedition /igainst the Angria pirntes would necessarily prove, 
like the others which had preceded it, a complete faitnm . Rather than expose 
himself and his employers to such disgrace, Commodore Janies determined to 
net on his own responsibility* and try the effect of a bombardment The result 
soon justified his decision. In the course of a single day Sevemdroog, which 
imaginary fears had magnified into nn impregnable fortress, hung out n flag of 
truce and the land forts almost immediately followed the example After this 
brilliant exploit the fleet and army proceeded north six rniles^ find attacked the 
fortified island of Bancoote, which yielded, almost without a show of resistance. 
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Ilie Muhrntta commander \vm so elaited by a success which fair exceeded his a t» 1755, 
utmost hopes, that he endeavoured to tempt the commodore by an uffer of 
ItH),000 rupees to continue hfe career of victory, and complete it by the capture 
,,r ^ahul another of Angina's strongholds, situated ou Use const about eight 
miles further south. The wmmodorea own wish would have been to comply 
with this proposal, but having already exceeded 3 a is matin rtions be did not ven¬ 
ture to act without express sanction. In the hope of obtaining it he hastened 
off la the Pnjteetor to Bombay. Here, however, notwithstanding his unex- 
I ifted achievements, the presidency were still haunted by doubts and fears, and 
lie was reluctantly compelled to desist from further operations. 

Such was f.h+> state cl matters when the Bombav prtRdtncyj by the arrival t« uj.^ 
of Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive, found themselves in possession of a ^^.u. 
powerful force, for wliidi, from their determination not t . employ the troops in 
the Deccan, as originally intended, they had no immediate rccnaoiL In these 
i ircim!fltancc% the work which Commodore James had so ably begun, naturedly 
suggested itself, and it was determined to strike at the root of Toolajee Angela's 
l H,wer hy attacking Vizmdroog or Gherinh. Tins place, situated about 17<P 
miles south of Bombay, was very imperfectly known by Europeans, and figured 
tn tlieEr imaginations as a fortress built, like Gibraltar, on am inaccessible rock, 

;ifid at least cquii I to it in strength. So prevalent to ti e idea, that it was 
deemed prudent, lielbry actually undertaking the expedition, to reconnoitre. 

With this view Commodore Jnmea proceeded with the Protector and two other 
diips, rind, undeterred by the fleet which lay crowding the harbour, advanced 
sufficiently near to the fort to obtain a full survey of it His report was, that 
i dioririh, though undoubtedly strong, was very for from being impregnable Its 
site was a rockv jiromoutory, connected with the mainland by a narrow belt 
of sand, ami stretching south-west about n. mile in length by a quarter of a mile 
in breadth I he face of the promontory all round, where washed by the sen, 
funned a continuous precipice about fifty feet high Above this ruse the fortifl- 
cationH, consisting of a double wall flanked with towers. Tito sand v isthmus 
contained the docks where the grabs were built ami repaired; and immediately 
teyoud, on the north, was the liar hour, partly formed by the mouth of a stream 
which descended from the Ghauts 

Commodore James returned from his survey in the end of December* 17 
r m\ nearly six weeks were afterwards sjient in making preliminary arrangements 

*.. of these related to the terms on which the Company and the Mabmttas 

were to ro-opemte, and it was expressly stipulated, that while the former were f llf ' 
iif obtain rSitncorde and five adjrfining villages in [kerpetuity, Gheriali, If taken, 
should belong to the Utter Another arrangement related to the distribution of 
the spill which was expected to fall to the actual captors. With this the two 
government* could not well interfere; but It is difficult to understand how. in 
making this arrangement, the undoubted title of the Malm bus to a fair propor- 
Voti. I. gj 
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'.I' l lion was altogether overlooked Without paying the least regard to it n com 
mittee of ten officers, representing the British naval and military threes about to 
be employe*! met at Bombay, and made a distribution among themselves of the 

MnpuwcE- whole anti ciliated prize-monev. Jn thus excluding their nllies the British were 

gnnlLfrj; tJw- B 

■ijMMKiiiiu guilty “fau act of premeditated injustice, Su mercenary, Indeed, was the spirit 
which they manifested, that the two services were on the point of quarrelling as 
to tlit* principle of division adopted Clive's rank us colonel entitled him only 
to the same share of prize-money 11 s a naval captain; but it was contended on 
the part “f the army, that hid position as their coimimrirler-in-chief entitled him :u 
least to share equally with Rear-admiral Foeockfi, who was only second in com 
maud in the navy As neither service would give way, the quarrel would have 
proved serious had not Admir al Watson succeeded in terminating it by volun¬ 
teering to make up the difference churned out of Ids own pocket. There was, 
doubtlesa, generosity in the sacrifice thus offered by Admiral Watson, ait] gene* 
roskv also in the conduct of Clive, who, when the actual deficiency, amounting 
to £1000, was afmnvanLs tendered to him, refused to accept it; but it would have 
been more creditable b< themselves individually and to the sendees over which 
they presided, had they in the first instance recognized the just claims of their 
allies, and afterwards, instead of countetUmcing, sternly rebuked the higgling 
and raytacious spirit mnntfestod by their subordinates On a review of ihe 
whole transaction, it hi difficult to agree with Sir John Malcolm, who thinks it 
“pleasing on this occasion to record the conduct of l*>th the imvnl and the mili¬ 
tary commanders, though at the same time he cannot refrain from censuring 
‘ that spirit- of plunder, anil that passion for the rapid accumulation of wealth 
which actuated all ranks," 1 

4 

The expedition, consisting of four sliijis of the line, and other vessels. 

• Hi-null, amounting in all to fourteen, having on bnud a battalion of 8fHi Europeans and 
1 1100 sepoys, sailed in the beginning of February, 175®. The Mshratta uiinv. 
under ‘Ramajee Bunt, had previously advanced from ChotiL, n town and seaport 
twenty-three mllea smith of Bombay. On the nppe&ruicc of the fleet-, Toolajee 
AngrifL in alarm, left the defence of the fort to his brother, and repaired to the 
Mahmtta camp, where he endeavoured to avert ids bite, by pro]w»hig terms ol 
a- cdumiorktiem Had he succeeded, the Malmdtas, on gaining possession. would 
doubtless have amply compensated themselves- fir the meditated injustice of 
excluding them from a share of the plunder. The British, convinced that thb 
ww their intention, and perhaps conscious that their own conduct afforded ton 
good n justification of it-, saw that. n<i time was to he lost The morning after 
their arrival, Admiral Watson having summoned the fort without receiving any 
answer, gave orders to prepare for action The fleet, drawn up in two parallel 
divisions on the north side of the promontory, opined on the fort at the distance of 
only fifty yar,k with 150 pieces of cannon ami the mortar of live bomb-ketches 

1 Tl;r Lift ^f Jftftrrf, L»rd €firt f rot, I. Ji, 78ZV. 
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l.v :l shell, and ilk- whole of the political licet, which for fifty years had been 
tin- terror of the Malabar conet, was in flames. Before night set in, the enemy * ^ 
firt: was silenced, but no surrender wm ottered There wok litdJa doubt that tile 
fort would he obliged to succumb, and the great question now was how to secure 
tlie spoil. Accenting to the report of a deserter the Mahrattaa were to Ik 1 put in 
jf^isses^ion oi the place i m Use fnlJowhg day. What would then become of the 
priHMnmmy, about the distribution of which the two services had been prvmn- 
t urely quarrel] mg at Bombay? Once fUKeaftjUc to such dexterous pillagers, every 
vestige of it would speadiJy disappear. This was to be prevented at all hazards; 
amt therefore, as it the capture of the lort had l«en only il secondary object, ui' 
ity d the MaUrathiS, to whom the delivery of it in the event of its capture was 
gucminteetl by treaty, had no right to take possession, Clive landed Ids troops, 
and took up a position commanding the only approach to the fort by land, The 
Mahratta co mmander , finding himself outwitted by this manoeuvre, made secret 
overtures to (. aptuin Buchanan, tlio officer on picket, find offered him a bill on 
Bombay tbr 8l>,UU0 rupee? (£8000) if lie would permit him end a few of his 
[KM.iple to puss 'Jim bribe, which would hove rendered the receiver infamous, 

W!iH indignantly rejected; but, as Duff remarks, 1 '* it b a eiretimxtnncv worthy 
of notice as elucidating the character of the times, that the Bombay government 
tlaought common honesty so rare, as to present Captain Buchanan with a gold 
medal in consideration of Ids extraordinary good liclmviuur.” 

The Midi rat ta.-* having been excluded access to the fort the bombardment 
was renewed, and at length, on the afternoon of the second dny, on an intinia- 
tiim by the garrison to the advanced guard of the troops on shore, that they 
were ready to surrender,, Clive marched up and took possession, The captum 
hatl reason to congratulate themselves on their good fortune. Though the can¬ 
nonade laid destroyed the artificial works, the rock still formed a natural bul¬ 
wark, against which, If it had been valiantly defended, nothing could have 
availed line regular approaches on the land ride. Within the fort were found £00 ro-™ii 
pieces of cannon, six brass mortere, a great quantity of naval and military stores r " 
of all kinds, and value in money and other effects to the amount of £120,000. 
l ids suut was divided as originally arranged at Bombay. The Mahrettes ,t 
nothing, and when they complained were told that whatever claim they might 
kad was forfeited by (die treacherous attempt to bribe a British officer and 
obtain possession tbr themselves, i t tuny be so; but, in considering the justice 
"f the msejt b necessary to remember that those who now accused them uf 
want of good faith had been the first to set them an example. It has been 
already mentioned, that in terms of a treaty made between tlm Company and 
the Malmifcfew* the former obtained possessioii of Bancoote, with *>me depen- 
tlcudefv and the latter were, in the event of its capture, to obtain possesion of 
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vr> r 1 Jheriak Strang* tu any, the Company now showed great reluctance to fulfil 
their port of Lhe agreement Glicriab, it was thought, would be a moat valuable 
acquisition to the Bombay presidency; and Dmreforc, whtm deliveiy was asktd 
1-y tl» Mahmtta^ Mr, Bourchier, the governi -r, endeavoured to evade the obli¬ 
gation on plea# so frivolous as to be diagram fuL At first u compromise was 
attempted, and Bancoote was offered to the MaLrattas in exchange for Gherinh 
Wt©* this was indignantly refused, a list of grievances was concocted, and the 
Malirattas were told that they hod failed in pafoming their part of the treaty 
—they had not properly fixed the limits of the B&ncoote cession—they had n,"t 
delivered up tlie person of Todajee Angria—and the Peishwa hod contracted 
foi a supply of jjfflMh from the Dutch. The Jnst grievance, though evidontlv 
regarded its the worst of all, had nothing to do with the point in question, and 
tlie other two were frivolous pretexts which scarcely deserved ex onri nation 
Mr Bourdiier himself ultimately seemed ashamed of them* and the Mahrattas 
w'ere put in possession, of Ghermii. Pending the dispute the British ^ pun Iron 
urn] troops remained to infl ue nce the issue Pud did not return to Bombas* til] 
the beginning of April Shortly after, they sailed for Madm which was 
reached on the 12th of May. Cflire’s.ultimate destination was Fgrt St David 
where, by a Angular euinddenct, be entered on the duties of kb office on the 
i J EPth of June, 175«, the very day on which Calcutta fell into the bonds of Snmjah 
Dowdah, Nabob of Bengal This event, with the causes which led to it and the 
momentous oanseqasncm by which it was followed, must now lx? traced. 


CHAFTER Till, 

Sunt of Efcignl-Adminirtration uf Jm&v KUnn, St, Khin, Serf*™ EUit, Ml d 

All YenJy Khan. 

ENGAL, united m it usually was with Behar and Orissa, formed 
st, important a branch of tin Mogul empire, that tlie government 
of it became an object of ambition to the lending member* of the 
imperial family, and the aspirants to the throne of Delhi were 
more tlum once indebted fur their snows to the sinews of wot 
;; ; i ir,:-! . ,i by ; t . wmm ^ «• »w * *uc™ un whidi ™ wogid uu the 
[>f Aunmgrebc. Bahadur Sluh, who, as the drk-u undoubtedr 
U» best title, would in nil prebabUity have found it unavailing, hail 
'* n,,t p™ opportBMlr famistuid with the menu of carrying ™ the contest bv 
tbe mwl 0 f bis son, Aaiin-u-Shuo, with tlie treasures which be lmd 
” \ 'ceroy t,t Bengal. At a Inter [leriiKl, when, un the dentil uf Bahadur Shah, 
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Aiam-u-Shiin made an ineffectual attempt to aeiai LIl l throne, to the prejudice 
°f Ills elder brother, who succeeded and reignedfbarn short period under the title 
u( Julian Jar Shah, Fnraksldr, Arim u Shaus son, found on osyhuu in Bengal, 
where he had For a time, nominally at least, held the office of viceroy, and where 
>■* remain^ sectm- till he waa able to issue at the head of a force which proved 
victorious and placed him on the imperial throna These, however, were the 
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List instances in which ihlitl Way be said to have received its emperors fmiii 
Bengal. Vast political changes were m progress. and the time was evidently 
approaching when the authority of the Great Mogul, though it might still con¬ 
tinue to be formally recognised, even in distant provinces, would cease to have 
any mil existence- The causes tending to this result in Bengal were not m> 
visibly manifested as in the Deccan, hut they Imd long been at work, and bad 
made its governors virtually independent 

As early as the time of Auningzebe. a governor of Bengal, who afterward-i k. ... 
at^qiiircd celebrity under the name of Jaffier Khan, had begun to cherish ambi 
tioii^ designs. Hu was the J-on of a poor Brahmin, and spent the early part uf 
his life at Ispahan, In the service of a Persian merchant, w ho had purchased him 
as a slave, and educated him aa a Mahometan with his own children, On the 
death o 3 the merchant he ol 1 tai ned his frtetlom, and returned to India, where lie 


™ cm ployed in a subordinate .situation by the Dewan of Berar. II is expertn m* 

In accounts and general bumncaat habits brought him under the notice of Auning> 

Kdie, who made him dewan successively of Hyderabad and Bengal The latter 
position gave bitu full scope for the display of Ida talents; and by the into. 
chiLtion of various improvement* he ad Jed greatly to the amount of the revenue. 

He thus lose high in the favour of AurungKobe. but at the same Lime incurred ie<> oo.r! 
the hatred of the viceroy, Azim-u-Shun, who was so offended by bis interference 
in all pecuniary transactions tJiat he sanctioned a plot against his life As 
much by his courage as Ids good fortune he escaped the daggers of the assassins. 

:md afterwards proceeding boldly to Azim-u-Shane palace, upbraided him m 
thi" author of the crime, The viceroy cowered Is fore hiiu, and made solemn 
protestation of Ids mnoocuce, but Lhq drnvan was not to be duped, and took the 
j!Ur>f. idlectual inca-surcs lk>th to manifest Ins suspicions and guard against a 
repetition of the attempt Besides ttUunutting nil autheutienter] statement of 
the whole eireuinstances to AurungKcbe, he quitted Diuw, where the viceroy 
redded, and removed, with all the officers of the dewany, to Mixnfchodn b nd, which 
in COU3CC|ueneo ultimately supfjlrinteJ Dacca as the capital of Bengal. In return 
t<ir the dangers he had run new honours wore conferred upon him; and at the 
time of Aurungzebe'a death he was not only do wan of the three provinces of 
Bengal, Beliar, and Orissa, but also invested with a large share of military 
authority 


Fortunately for Jadier Khan the contest for the succession to the throne 
called ft way Ardm u Slum from Bengal, and thus delivered him from the enemy 
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,v D J r]1 - ^ Torn whom he had most to fenr, Ffuvkdur, indeed, was left to nci na his father's 
deputy, but bis authority, never continued at Ddhi, was easily svl at nought; 
lim[ d&llitr Khan, living, among other lofty titles which Aunjngzebe had coti- 
tuTtmuait. fcrred upon him, that of tntwab, or nabob, continued to extend and cohstdidate 
his |bwer. All important and confidential situations were filled by his own 
relations and dependants; and though he lead many enemies at court, he was 
able to render ail their machinations powarieaa, by the regularity with which 
he transmitted the revenue, increased by bis exertions from £ 1 to 

£1,300.000 sterling. To a court so needy as that of Delhi, there could not he a 
greater recommendation of the merit of a provincial governor than the punctual 
amvnl of long trains of bullock-carts laden with boxes of ireafium. StiU more 
to conciliate favour, the strong military escort which accompanied each train 
brought with them, as presents to the emperor and hb ministers, numbers of 
elephants, horses, antelope hawks, shields made of rhinoceros hides, i^ord- 

blndes. Sillict mats, 
Dacca muslins, Cosshn- 
I >azar &.[lks r and various 
articles imported by 
lion-.perns. 1 The nabob, 
well aware how much 
his favour at court de- 
pended on these trails- 
missions, was careful to 
make! them as widely 

tutiEkr 10 BLiiflKciiii 3 -r»iii suivjii, ai iiimjcm known rw possible, and 

gave them nil the ap- 

pearance of great public events- He himself accordingly, attended by bis 
principal officers, accompanied the convoy some miles from .\IooreheJabad; ami 
besides intimating its approach Ip y regular despatches to the vizier, caused it to 
Ije recorded and published m the royal gazettes. By this publication he not 
only relieved himself from responsibility in the event of the convoy not reach’ 
ing it# destination, but gave the necessary infonrirition to the govern ora on the 
line .it route, ami Jell them without excuse If they failed to provide for its tede 
transport through their territories, 

Jufiier K hrm. presuming on the importance of the service which he thus mo 
dereth and being by nature strongly inclined to arbitrary measures, often stretched 
his authority to the utmost, and was guilty of many acta of oppression towards 
both natives and foreigners. The desire to increase the revenue furnished him 
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witli n pretext for numerous exactions, ilt was loo cl cw-sighted mat to pti - ,\ o trji, 
ceJve 1,1w ymtJl foreign wi»mfiree contributed to the gemmil prosperity of the 
country, and he was therefore disposed to deal liberally with Mogul and 
Arabian merchants, strictly prohibiting the custorudjouse officers from dcmand- 
m Wre than the prescribed duties of 2\ ( ^r cent and the regulated fees The 
Europeans, on the contrary. he regarded with the utmost jealousy nrtd would 
Ldri have exjjelled them from the country altogether He hated them with nil 
the rancour of M^dtometou bigotry; he behoved them to be pollticrdly dangerous, 
ami he could not understand why the English in particular should be exempted 
from duties which all others were obliged to pay. Under the Influence of such 
feelings, he soon made them aware that they uinsi either forego this privilege 
or compensate for it by presents renewal m often ns he chose to intimate that 
he expected them, The system thus pursued, proved so capricious and oppres- m ynwi< iL 
she, that the East India Company resolved to bring their case under the notice Juii to 
of the emperor, by ending a deputation or embassy 'to Delhi, The mult of this L ^ 
r mhii^iy. which took place during the reign of Farokshir. has been already men¬ 
tioned. That rmmardi influenced, partly by the magnificence of the presents 
which the ambassadors brought with them, partly by die grudge which he bore 
the nabob for having not only trotted him supemlfonsly when lie was nominal 
A icerqy of Et-nguh hut abo openly set him at defiance when he would liavp 
supplanted him In his government; and, above all, by gratitude to the surgeon 
of the embassy for effecting a cure on his person after all the native physicians 
find foiled—granted the demands of the Company to their utmost extent In 
l*dnt of fact, however, their success was only partial The nabob, without ven- 
tnring to * location the authority which conferred the privileges, put his own 
interpretation upon them, mid was thereby able to render some of them inopera 
tile. Still u very decided advantage had been gained; and Portuguese, Arme¬ 
nian, Mogul. and Hindoo merchants, fixing their residence lu Calcutta, in order 
to enjoy the protection of the English flag, added rapidly liotli to its population 
nml its wealth, 

During the troubles which preceded and immediately followed the deposition 
and death of IWkahir, he quietly looked on, ns if lie had been an unoonceiticd t^T 
spectator; lint as unit as Mahomed Shah seemed firmly seated on the throne, Ite tWk1 ' 
resumMl his intercourse with Delhi, and by sending his usual escort of revenue 
jun.1 presents, found no difficulty in obtaining a confirmation of lus gDVffDmmt 
IhU, hoveier, va_s now of eonijwimtively little consequence to him jicrsonnlly, as 
he was far advanced m years, An object nearer his heart waa the continuance 
of the government in his family He bad no son, mid wished to give the suc- 
resnion to Surfera* or Suffrage KJuui, Ida grandson by an only daughter. Her 
husband, Shujali-u-din Khan, was still alive, and thought himself better entitled 
tM the government tJmn lm own son, who indeed had no chum to it except what, 
was derived from the fondues of a doting grandfather. He therefore intrigued 
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. 1 tp irs. nt Dt lIn. and suecesufullv thwarted the dcaigiiB of Jnifier Khan, who, tumble to 
obtain the government for his favourite, did all lie could to compensate him by 
Idjvering to him on his dc&th-bed the key of tdl his treasures mid valuables, 
and appointing him by will both his public and his private successor. 

^.. Immediately on the death of JaJhcr Khun, in 17-o> Shujuh Khan and his 

sauiw fwjn. who appear previously to have kept etch other in the dark as to their real 

IkukgikE . . » 

intentions, came to an uaderetanding. The former accordingly ttH?k (juiet pos- 
sessiEm of the government; and the latter consented to wait till the suoeeadon, 
now assumed to he hereditary, should ojien to him by course of nature. At 
the time when Shujuh Khan thus seated himself on the musmul of Bengal, 
he was and had long been deputy-governor of Orissa. Shortly after he had 
tixed his residence at Cuttack, the capital of this government, u jierson named 
MirKfi Mahomed, related to him by marriage, arrived with his two sons, and 
were alt admitted into his service. The two sons—the elder named Haji 
A limed—tin? younger Mirzn Ms homed All, hut better known by the name uf 
Ali Verdy Khan—were men ot talent, and tduuitifjii, and mode themselves 
uscdid to Slmjah Khan, that they obtained a coin plete ascendency over him. As 
a matter of course they accompanied him to Bengal and became influential 
members of hi* government Serfcraz KJinn, in implement of the agreement 
made with his hither, became Dewan of Bengal; but all the real power centred 
in a council comasting of the above two brother, and two Hindoos — the one, Key 
Alum Chund, who, under the name of comptroller of the hoiLsehold, performed 
nlE the duties pertaining to the office of dew an, while Serferaz Khan only 
nominally held it——and the other the imperial banker, Juggirt Seat 
H1 * F< t tt time tln? mildness ami eqtii ty t if Sin ij al i Khan's govern meat rant rnsted 

EiLD.ffllt a ■ • *4.1 1 ■ ftra 

tavmuauly with the seventy and injustice which had too often characterized 
the measures of Jrdfier Khan. All his council wane men of talents, and without 
having recourse to the oppressive exactions of his predecessor, the revenues were 
Sl> well man aged, that lie whs a file even to increase the custom an' sum sent to 
Delhi. IU thus stood high in favour at that court, find not only ohtoinedj with 
runny honourable titles, « confirmation of the government of Bengal and Orissa, 
but n rc-annexation of the province of Belmr, whkb bad been difpevcred from it. 

This apparent incr e as e of power ultimately proved the ruin of his family 
The government of Beluir ted vacant, and the nabob committed the fatal mis* 
Tike of conferring it on Ali Verdy KW This r‘rally and to lented fitvourife 
7 ZZ^ T WMttJed to Patna, the capital., mid at the very outset assumed 

being aotxmpanted by an escort of 5000 traqjft The troubled 
of the country was tin- pretext; hut there cannot be a doubt that at this 
^irly period he was meditating the design* which ho after™] carried into 
execution. Shortly after Jus Arrival at PaUmi, he took a body of Afghani! into 
hb service. These, far superior in native courage and discipline to the ordinal? 

I Indian troops r ,it him in poo*mon of a power which could hardly fdl to give 
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him the victory when the HLruggle which he contemplated should come to be ajj it - 
decided. Meanwhile,, Sbujuh Klian ceased to fulfil the early promis*- of Ids 
government, uud exchangerl its cares fbr indolence ami luxury. He was thus 
governor only in name, and left all important affairs to be managed rh icHy by 
the mthoonce of Haji Ahmed. The two broth an were t law enabled to play 
into each other’s hands, and nuke all necessary arrangements for an emergency 
which wits expected soon to arise. Tbey saw that Slmjah Khan's life was fast 
drawing to a close, and they deemed it unnecessary to disturb L tn in his pos¬ 
session. Towards Ids son, however, their feelings were very diffc rent, and they 
In id already set on foot a course of intrigue, by which they hoped to gain over 
tin- court of Delhi to their interest, and set the claims of Serferaz aside. Before 
their schemes were matured, Del Id itself was in tire hands of the Persian con- 
i|Utmr s Nadir Shah, and Shujah Khan died All Verily Khun Lad previously 
secured his nomination to the government of Bel tar, free from any dependence gw, 
on Bengal; but the higher objects to which his ambition pointed laid not lieen 
secured, and Serfemz Khan took undisputed possession of the government in 
acconhince with his father’s will, which , while it appointed him lair, bound 
him to act in nil affairs of moment by the advice of Haji Ahmed, Roy Alum 
Cliimd, and Juggut Beat Serfemz, though he promised compliance with this 
condition, could not have been sincere, for he had already become aware that 
Haji Ahmed was leagued with his brother Ali Verdy in plotting his over¬ 
throw, So far, therefore, was be from intending to bike him into his council, 
that lie was l>ent on destroying him, and only waited for an opportunity. It 
was necessary, however, to proceed with caution. The person of Haji might 
easily have been seized, as lie resided tn Hoorshedabail; but AH Verdy being 
at Patna, could not be reached, and would certainly break out in open revolt 
the moment imy hostile proceedings were adopted against Ids brother. Had Ui* *no-* 
Serferax Khun possessed common prudence send discretion, he would have kiLli 
secured lnmsdff against the designs of the brothers, by courting the esteem and 
att achmen t of the other two members of bis council Instead of this course, 
winch good Feeling as well us sound policy dictated, lie insulted both, and con¬ 
verted them into implacable enemies. When Alum Cliund, after obtaining a 
private interview, ventured to use the freedom of an undent couiiadlor, and to 
remonstrate with his new muster on the notorious licentiousness of bis private 
life, and his total neglect of all serious public business, bis counsel was scorned, 
and he only cal led forth a volley of ignominious abuse and invective. The 
treatment of Juggut Seat WHS still more outrageous. The faiue of a lady of 
exquisite beauty, whom the hankers son had married, excited the nabob's 
curiosity and be insisted on seeing her According to oriental ideas there 
could not be a grosser insult; but Serferax Klein, acfustomed to listen only to his 
pas-dons, which bad been indulged to such an extent its to impair bis intellect, 
was not to be dissuaded, and the lady, after Juggut Seat had implored in vain 
Vet. I. GO 
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for the honour of his fiwnily, was camtil to the place in the evening No 
violence was offeree! her: but even momentary exposure to the rude giuse of the 
licentious nabob wis dishonour which wan not to I e effaced, and could onlv be 
avenged From this moment Secfocws Khan was left without a sincere friend; 
mid those who, for his father's sake, were once disponed > have stood like a 
shield around him* entered eagerly into a conspiracy to effect his ruin. 

The primary object of the conspiracy was to make Ali Venly Khrtn Nabob 
of Bengal To give some colour to the proceeding, application was made to the 
reigning emperor, Mahomed Shah* who, having never confirmed Serfernz Khan 
io his government* was easily induced to regard him as an usurper, mid set him 
aside to make way for one who, while lie for surjta&ed him in talents, promised 
to enrich tlie Delhi treasury by the present payment of £1,000,00b sterling, the 
transmission of Serfemz Khans confiscated proj^rty and effects—valued at 
several millions more* and the future delivery of the revenue with ail the punc¬ 
tuality which had been ■ -bserved liy Jatlwr Khan. The contemplated revolu¬ 
tion thus obtained a kind of legal sanction, and stcured the sup|xirr of many 
who probably would have stood idoof if it hod continued to wear its original 
form of conspiracy ami rebellion. Every thing being now prepared, one obstacle 
remained to mi rmi Hinted. Hsiji. with his family, wns still at Muoi-sliedabiul 
and completely nt the mercy -f Serfemz Khan, who, the moment tht- conspiracy 
was unfolded, would certainly make them the first victims of his rage and ven¬ 
geance. By means A' a aeries of dexterous and unscrupulous manoeuvres the 
nabob Wo> d-d mb d into the belief tlrnt Hiijis absence would prove Ins test 
security, and he allowed liim to depart with his family For Patna. Ali Vcrdv, 
lew free t .. act, at once commenced opr-nitions* and advanced with such rapidity 
that his movements were nut known at Moors!] edajbnd till he had stmnotmte l 
the difficult passes of Terriagully and Sk-klygully, uniong the Eajnmalial Hills* 
where Ids progress might have bcr-ri arrested, mu| about to penetrate into the 
very heart of Bengal Serferoz Khan, confounded at the intelligence, looked 
about in vain for (he counsel and aid of which lie had deprived himself by ids 
grOKn misconduct. At last,, however, after wasting some time in unavailing 
negotiation, he l-egan to display an energy of which lie had not previously been 
deemed capable, and hastily collected an army of 30,000 men, with which he 
encamped on a plain near Comm, about twenty-two mile* north of lile capital. 
Though superior in mimhers. Iris troops were no match for Ali Verdi h Afghan'-, 
who sped lily decided the fortune of the day. On seeing that nil was lost, Ser 
feraz Khan refused to join the fugitives, and rushed into the thickest of the 
enemy, when, after he had nearly expended Ion whole quiver of arrows* lie 
fell pierced through the forehead by a musket-ball 

Ah Verdy. following up his victory, entered Momriiedahad without nppntit- 
tioa and seated himself on the musiiud Tfje odious government of his ppede- 
made the change generally acceptable, and nil ranks hastened to eongra- 
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tulnte and do homage to the new nabob Hit proved not unworthy of it. aj>_ ith 
Contrary to the usual practice of eastern conquerors, lit* displayed no tliirbt for 
blood, and not only spared Serfemz Khans sous, hut jHuudmacd them, and went 
them to reside with some degree of state jlL Dacca. The only quarter in which 
the new government met with open hostility was in Orissa. Ilero Muorshad 
Cooly Khun, n hrother-in-fnw of the late nabob, was governor. Being well 
aware that it was intended to dispossess him, he at first endeavoured to make 
terms, but the utmost he could obtain was b> tpiit the province with his pro¬ 
perty and litiiiif ly without bang subjected to molestation. As he was not of a 
warlike temperament, he would probably have submitted had not a bolder 
eoun4* lieen almost forced upon him by hm wife and the hading members of 
his court. Having determined on resistance, he at once robed the standard of 
revolt and Ali Verdy n letter i rf delmoce. The example might soon have tmaku* 
spread, and therefore Ali Verdy, without lining a moment, left his brother 
Haji in charge of the government of Bengal, and hastened fonvrud at the head 
of his troops to commence the campiign flic ultimate result n mid hardly bo 
doubtful, though the struggle proved longer and more formidable than had 
been anticipated. Instead of waiting to be besieged in t attack. Ids capital. 



LTTTah'A, Jl UM.ii Sll nL^ip — FpW 4 JrnwLng HU f&iL | puli’) 

Moordaul Cooly moved north wauls to Balasore, and a little beyond it occupied 
a position wlrnie his camp, besides being fortified and defended by 300 cannon, 
was rendered almost inaccessible by a river and surrounding forests Had the 
snuir wisdom been displayed in maintaining this position as in selecting it, Ali 
Verdy would have gained no laurels. Tlie population, attached to their nwn 
governor, refused to furnish him with supplies, and his army began to melt 
away l>nth ly famine and desertion. The impatience and rashness of Mirza 
Boker Khun, the enemy’s general, brought on ll battle at the very time when 
he ought to have avoided it, and the mibib gained a victory m complete that 
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Moorahrui CooTy, finding no safety within the province, was glad to- seek an 
asylum in Vlasulipiitam. 

Ali Verily, believing that the insurrection was at an end, gave the govern¬ 
ment of Orissa to Syed Ahmed his brothers second son, and set out fur Bengal 
He was scarcely seated in the capital when intelligence arrived which left him 
no alternative Lot to retrace Ids steps, Syed AhmAh by profligacy and vimlie- 
t ] Yen ess, had rendered himself so obnoxious that a new insurrection, headed I 
Bbker Klein, had broken out, and made Min prisoner. Ihe fame of the nabob 
as a warrior wee now so widely spread that his mere presence in * Rissa sufficed 
to dissipate the revolt Delighted not more at its suppression than at the reco 
very of his nephew, he again settled the province, which. as it was no longer to 
be governed by Syed Ahmed, hut by an officer of experience, was expected t■> 
give no further trouble. In this belief. Ali Yerdy disbanded the greater part 
of the troops he had brought with biin j f and, escorted only hy about 5000 IvJttst. 
proceeded by alow stages for Bengal, amusing himself on the way with hunting. 
After passing the [rentiers of Orissa lie had entered the district of Midnnpore, 
und wjis encamped near its capital, when be was startled by the intelligence 
that Bo.sk er Punt, in the service of Ragojrt 1 Bhonslu, a Mahratta chief who had 
esrablLihed hims elf in possession "1" Berar, had arrived in Bengal, at the head 
of a formidable army, with the professed object of levying the chout, but more 
probably with the hope of making a permanent conquest The nabob had not 
been unaware of the intended invasion, hut expected that it would he made 
from the north-west through Behar, ami at so late a period as would give him 
ample time to reach Moorshedabad and provide sufficient means of defence. 
He was therefore taken completely by surprise when he learned that they had 
entered by Orissa and were following dose upon his track. He immediately 
hastened northward to Bunlwan, expecting that he might be able there to 
deposit hLs heavy baggage in safety. He h ad only reached it. when the arrival 
of the Mahrattas was announced by smoking villages and the helpless inhabi¬ 
tants fleeing in terror before them, The MrdiraMa commander, with the usual 
policy of his nation, avoided a genera! action, and after several skirmisher 
endeavoured to induce the nabob to buy Idin off by offering to withdraw on 
the payment of a heavy contribution. St-ill hoping t“ be able to reach his 
capital, AI3 Yerdy refused to submit to the humiliating terms, and made an 
effort to continue his retreat. With this view he gave orders that the heavy 
baggage and camp-followers should remain nt Bunlwan, but the terror had now 
become so general that the orders were disobeyed, end the confusion became 
inextricable. The greater jiart of the baggage, artillery, and tents fell into the 
hands of the enemy. 

The nabob would now gladly have escaped by paying the contribution first 
demanded. It was nu longer in his option Busker Punt, who would have 
l>een satisfied nt one time with ten lacs of rupees (£100,000 , was too well 
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aware of the advantage In? hud gained, and refused to take les^i than a crore \.d u*» 
{£] ,000,000), together with all the elephants Desperate os the case was, any 
risk was better than this ignominy; and after a straggle of fmr day*. during >Ubnat* 
which new losses and hardship* were endured the nabob succeeded in placing n^ pi, 
the Bhaganittee between him and Ids pursuers. Here Xttarish Mahomed, the 
eldest son of his brother Hop, joined him with a considerable nniforeement. 
oiul he tonud little difficulty in obtaining sufficient supplies it was now Bos- 
ker Fonts iuru to take alarm. The rainy season, had commenced, and the 
whole country was becoming inundated ft seemed madness to remain, ami he 
would have departed had not a bolder spirit than Ids own interfered An Arab 
by origin, of the name of Meer Hubbeeb, was Dewan uf Orissa when Mocnaliad 
Cooly governed it, and made no scruple, when satisfied as to the winning side, 
to abandon liks old muster and take service under Ah Verdy. His only object, 
however, was to serve himself; and having been taken or rather, perhaps, 
alioweil himself to be taken primmer by the Mahrsttas, he ingratiated himself 
with their commander, and was won the most mtJuential, as lie was certainly 
the ablest of his adviser*. From his thorough knowledge of the country he was 
able to Lurii every circumstance to advantage, and when Busker Punt spoke of 
retreat, pointed to the defenceless shite of Moorshedabad. When Busker Pant 
hesitated, he volunteered to surprise It, and was provided with a detachment 
for that purpose The nabob obtaining intelligence of his departure, tiled to 
outstrip him. He was a day too late, Mwr Hubbeeb had already plunderer 1 
the suburbs, and extorted from the banker, Juggut Seat, a sum which has been 
cslimated at £2,500,000 sterling. The success r>r this expedition induced Bicker 
Punt to nh&iidi ih the intention of returning to Bemr, and lie encamped for the 
rainy season at Cutwnh, on the Hooghly* 

Though the season made operations on a hirge scale impossible, the Mahrat- 
tas made repeated incursions, and were at Inst masters of the whole of Bengal 
west of the Ganges* except Moorshediibad and its environs. Tlie nabob, con¬ 
tented tn the meantime with the possession of his capital, continued strength¬ 
ening its works and making preparations for a decisive campaign. His 
resources on the east of the- Ganges were still unimpaired* and Ids troops, 
pieced in cantonments and abundantly supplied with provisions, suffered few 
privations* It was otherwise with the inhabitants of the districts overrun by 
the enemy. Plundered of their property, and pursued by fire and sword, multi¬ 
tudes fled across the river, carrying their terrors along with them, and sought 
shelter and protection in Calcutta Even here the alarm became general; and 
an entrenchment, afterwards known by the name of the Mahmttu Ditch, was 
commenood it was intended to carry it round the territory, and form an 
inclosure seven miles in extent; but os the Muhmttas did not attempt to cross 
die river, and were believed not to possess the neces^uy means, the work was 
abandoned when scarcely iudf the distance was completed At the same Lime 
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a p tr*± when due ditch was hiegun, permission w:is obtained from the nabob to fbrtifv 
the Company’s factory at Oosmaliazar, by surrounding it with a brick wall 
ihmked with bastions at the nm'di's 

.^iivunii As soon as the dry season coramoTiLfd, Ali Vrdy boldly e^aumed the offen 

mfE pin iV-.s, 2sJ.1i by crossing the Bhagaruttoe on a bridge of boats. Another stream which 

M|*| |i 'H 'ikS - ■ j r ■ I * 

i- ti r,tki 11 necessary to unm m order to coin* to dose quarters with the cueinv, 

was bridal in tlie same manner; and though a seriutth loss sustained by the 
sinking of a boat near the centre, when scarcely a half of t he troops had passed, 
the Mah ratios were so inti mulcted on seeing themselves about to \m attacked 
tliat they fled with the utmost precipitation, seeking to gain the passes which 
led through the forests of Padiete into Behar, The rapidity of the pursuit 
having frustrated this intention, they suddenly doubled upon their track, passed 
eastward through the forests of Btabenpore, and gamed the open country. The 
iitdioh, thus out-manreuvred, retraced hU stojis. Fitmi some cause not easily 
explained, Brake r Punt changed his tactics, ami instead of continuing his flight, 
advanced to offer battle, Tim encounter took place at Miduaiiore, and resulted 
In tiie complete defeat of the Maluattas, who at once evacuated Bengal, and 
made the beat of their way hick to Berar. 

Afi Verily returned in triumph to his capital, but not to enjoy a long rep. 
Kagojcc BbonsLi, disappointed and enraged at the defeat of his gen end detor- 
liihied to take the field hi person. Fortunately for the nabob the Muhrattas 
were at this time divided into two powetM foctfona The object of contention 
V.-(H, the L'dioe of Pcishwa. who. ils the jsajah had 1 ecu reduced to a mere dpbnr 
w:is to nil intents the kjaI Lead of the Mabraita confederacy. The rival elnim- 
nnts were Ragpje* Bhousla and Bakjce Rna Tim latter proved successful, hut 
the ^ no sooner entered Bengal in one direction 

than Bnlujee mode his appearance in another Ali Yeitly’s course of jhjIIvv was 
plain, and be lost no time in purchasing the alliance of Brdujee, who at once 
t-xik tlie burden of the war upon himself and drove hi* rival countryman 
bebre him without Iwrng obliged to strike a blow Ragojee BhmisLi, notwith¬ 
standing this second failure, clung tenaciously to Ids purpose, and the very next 
year after be had been ignominiously chased from Bengal, sent Bosker Fimt 
once more into it at the head of 2tt,U00 cavahy. His aims, however were 
somewhat lowered He had on# been sanguine of conquest, but he would now 
lie satisfied with money. Bctsker was accordingly Instructed to offer peace in 
return h*r such a contribution as Bnkjee was supposed to have received All 
Yerdy bud hitherto been contented to meet 1 m enemies in the ojk-u field, but 
as defeat after defeat appeared to have no effect, be resolved to get rid of them 
at all events, though it should lie by means of an atrocity. Taking advantage 
'? 7 which had been so uncquhoeally displayed, be profesml 

. . ** fc ™ rf y for a termination of hostility and sent two of his 

pnnci[Hkl officer* to the Mahmfcta camp, will, instruction* to tempt Busker Punt 
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tu iiii interview, by promising to concede whatever be should a*k Atowdmgly, , vD . 
wJjlil be demanded heavy contribution lie was told that he had only to pay 
the nabob a visit in order to obtain them. His avarice blinded him to the 
dangt r. on a fixed day. moving out with the greater juirt of his tinny from 
Cutwnb, where it had been encamped, be drew it up in order of battle, mu] 
advanced ^vifcli hie principal officer and attendants to the tent where the nabob 
mi * waiting to give them audience. The rest is soon told A band of assassins 
had been concealed within the screens around the tent, and only waited a sig- ^' rt 
uni to commence their horrid butchery, When the Mahrafeta officer^ entered ^ 

.Ui Verdy eagerly asked which was B^kei Punt, and on Ids being pointed out, 
cried aloud t ut down the in tide I! In au instant Bunker and irinetecn eliicfk 
^ li0 ]lild awonlpanietl him were despatched To complete the atrocity, Ali 
Verrly put himself at the head of his troops, and without any note of warning, 
charged the Malirattn lino, which immediately gave way and tied in confusion. 

Ali V ordy gained little but infamy by this abominable treachery, As it 
juai retribution, his principal general, Hustnpka Khan, to whom he was in¬ 
debted lor most of his victories, rose in arras against lain; Ins brother Hnjt, 
offended at being refuted on unreasonable request, retired in disgust to Patna, 
to waste the residue of a long life in sensual indulgences; and hk favourite 
grandson, whom lie had destined lor his heir. and KjKjilmi by excessive indul¬ 
gence, becoming too impatient to wait for the succession, endeavoured to seiae 
it by force. iNor were the Hohr&ttos slow to avenge their murdered country- i 
uicit. \ear after year Kagojee Bhonria headed mi invasion of some part of iiTs,^’ lS!'- 
Beng&l, and when lie died. his son and successor, Janojey continued the warfare 
with the same indomitable energy The ultimate resutt was, tlmt Ali Verdy, 
m'tn out by years and Incessant fatigue, and broken in health, vug obliged to 
compound with his relentless enemies by ceiling to them the whole province of 
Orissa, and agreeing, moreover, to pay twelve hies of rupees annually This 
was truly a recognition of the claim to levy ehmit in Bengal; but to save the 
nabobs dignity, that obnoxious term was not used in the treaty which simply 
dedartsl that the payment was to he made w on condition that the Mahmttes 
slmnld not again set foot in LU highnessb territories, 'Hint there might be no 
iloubt us to the limit thus fixed, it was added that “ die river Soonamooky, 
which mas by Bulnsore, should be considered as the boundary between the two 
dominions; and that the Mahrattan should never cross that river, nor even set 
a foot in ibf waters." 

Before the nabob consented to this treaty, he had been rendered almost x^k-j 
broken-hearted by the tragical doaUis of ids brother Haji and bis favourite 
nephew, Zyn AddeeiL The one, as already mentioned, had retired to Patna 
In disgust, aiui the other was residing in if as governor of Bchar, when the 
nabob, having discovered that two Afghan chiefs. Shams fleer Khan and Seidar 
Khan, were intriguing with the Muhrattna, dkniksed them and their followers 
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from Lis servfcfe, The whole, numbering about 8tK)0 men, arrived in the vici¬ 
nity of Patna. Their presence could not be viewed without alarm, and it win* 
deemed necessary to get rid of them by some means, foul or fitin Haji is said 
to Lave proposed a scheme for assassinating the leaders, but Zyn A^leen, who, 
though the youngest of the nabob's nephews, was expecting 1 to succeed him, 
thought it good policy to conciliate the Afghans, whose military prowess would 
give him a decided Btfperiority over all rival ehiimants. The nabob is said to 
have preferred iussaxsinution as the safer policy, but at last, overcome by the 
urgency vf his nephew', who represented tlmi they were anxious to make tilth 
submission, he authorised him to receive it. The new terms of serince having 
been adjusted, Zyn Addeen, anxious to give the chiefs a proof of his confidence, 
and obviate any fears they might have of treachery, received their visits of 
ceremony, on being restored to favour, in the absence of his guards and presence 
of only a few* household officers. The first day given to Svrdur Khan, pa-.- -1 ■ ff 
quietly. The second day was.i i Hutted to Shtttasheer Khan. His approach wts 
announced by ilie arrival of nearly 1000 Afghan infantry, who arranged them- 
selves in the square of the palace Immediately rifL-r Lhe hall of audience was 
entered by a chief named Morad Sheer Khun, and a. crowd of ofbeen^ who 
pressed forward to present their offerings. While Zyn Addeen was intent on 
the ceremony one of the Afghans aimed a blow at him with Lis dagger. It 
missed, but Morad Sheer Khan immediately followed it tip with his sabre, ami 
the governor fell dean I on the pillow of his hiusulkL Haji was the next victim, 
but Was not permitted to die so easily He was known to have nccutnujnterl 
vast wealth ; but. when drugged before Shumsheef Kh an refused to discover it 
Every kind of torture and ignominy failed b« overcome his firmness, and at 
last, after seventeen iLays of indescribable suffering, death come to Ids relief! 
On searching his house, seventy lace of rupee;- £700,0011. beside jewels and 
other valuables to a great amount, were found buried. The insurgents gather 
ing around them all the discontented spirits of Bdiar, gained pa&e&acii of the 
entire province, and were even able, by leaguing with the Muhrattas, to threaten 
Bengal The nabob, however, roused by the strongest of all motives, displayed 
even more than bis wonted ability and intrepidity, and gained two vicb ncs 
in a single day. in the one avenging his murdered kindred by defeating and 
slaying Siiumsheer Khan, and hi the other, not ar« much defeating as terri¬ 
fying the Mahrattas, who, after they bad drawn up fur the encounter, tied in 
confusion, without venturing to risk it 

After the treaty concluded with the Mnhmttaa in 1751, All Verily enjoyed 
some respite from the toils of war. He was suffering, however, both from age 
and disease, and died of dropsy in 1756. He hail attained his eightieth year. 
Death al such a period of life can scarcely l>e said to have been hastened by any 
adventitious cnist', nnd yet it b thought that he might have lived longer had 
he not been visited anew by domestic cabuiuties. His ,viu family conatsfcod 
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onlv of three daughters, whom he married to hits three ntphewa. Flit tragical A t> *' w 
ileatli of the youngest at Patna has already 1>een recorded Hit* eldest, Xliazish 
Mahomed, who was governor of Dacca, and the second, Syed Ahmed, who for 
many years had been governor of Fuimali, where by good conduct he recovered 
the character which he had lost by his disastrous government of Orima, died of 
fever, within a few months of each other, just before their uncle was sci/ahI With 
hb last fatal illness The only surviving members of the nabobs luniily were 
hb eldest daughter, Gheseety Begum, the widow of Moorish Mahomed, and two 
grandsons: the one Shokut Jung, the sou of Syed AUned, whom he succeeded 
In the government of Pumeah. and the other Kuny-ad-Dowlnh* or, as he jh 
usually called, Surajah Dowbh. the son of Zyn Addoon, and the successor to ^ 
the nabobship. This youth, who has already been reen ungratefully taking up 
arms against his grandfather, was stained with man)' other cnmcs, faevcral *mm: 
assassination!! were known to have been perpetrated at his Instigation; and 
there was no kind of vice with which he had not grown familiar, Ali Verdy 
was not ignorant of his real character, ami truly described it on his death-bed, 
when, on being asked by some of his women, to recommend them to the care of 
jiis jsucctissor, be anx we red with a ghastly smile, that " ii he should for three days 
behavC dutifully to his grandmother, then they might entertain hopes of lus 
tenderness/' 

The irrational partiality which All Verdy entertained for this worthless 
youth woa his greatest folly, and the iniquity of appointing him to succeed him 
in the government, while aware bow incapable he was of discharging its duties, 

U one of the blackest stains on his memory. The inhabitants of Bengal, though 
shocked at the crimes which the nabob committed in usurping the government, 
and in ridding himself of his enemies when they threatened to te too strong for 
him. felt that on the whole he Iind ruled there wisely and justly, and w ere sin- 
Lvrt-ly attached to him. It was a pdor retu m for their at tad i ment to place them 
til the mercy of an ignorant, rapacious, heartless profligate 

During t!u- sixteen years of AU Verdys government, the East India Com- 
pfiuy had not much reason to complain, Like the inhabitants generally, they 
buffered by the unsettled state in which the country was kept by intestine &b- v,ro T 
tensions and Mabratta incursions i but their privileges were respected. and the 
few irrcrnilar contributions exacted from them amounted to so small a percen¬ 
tage on their investments, as not seriously bo affect the profits. Mi‘ e have seen 
dint during the general alarm produced by tin? Mahmttas, AU Verdy allowed 
the Malimtta Ditch to be dug and the factory of Cmambazar to be put in some 
-tata of defence He was not disposed however, to permit any encroachment 
3l l jjjg prerogative, and peremptorily prohibited the British and French, when 
llt war froiis carrying on any huriiliries within his dominions. It would even 
=cem that he eyed the progress of the European companies with a degree of 

suspicion, and had a presentiment of tbc ascendency which they were destined 
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to establish. On one occasion lie sail, " lu- feared that after \m death the Eum- 
P cwls would become maatets of many parts of Hindoostajif and on another 
<*«™i when Urged by Mustapha Khan, who was thtm his most inHuentioJ 
counsellor, "‘to expel the English from Calcutta and seise their wealth;' he 
gnvr no answer tiEI Mustapba had retired, nntl then observed to one or his 
nephews, who hud seconded Mustapbu s iniquitous propesal, 4 < My uhiJd. Musta¬ 
rd Khan is a soldier, and wishes m to be constantly in need of bis sendee: 
hut how I'suue yon to join in his request! What have the English done agnh&i 
llie ' ^ lLl ^ ^ should use them iff? It is now difficult to extinguish lire on huui; 
but should the sea be in fiames who ran put them out? Never listen tosudi 
advice m his, for the result would probably be fetid." This distinct allusion u> 
ohaoI warfare shows that he had formed a just conception of the main ami of 
Lmisii power, and deprecated collision with it as at once unjustifiable and 
fiertious it would have been well for Surajah Dowlah had ho enteral into tin- 
enlarged views which dictated this advice, and acted ujk>h them 
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T the time when Ali Yerdy W&S appointed to the government of 
Behar, one nf his daughters, who was married to his youngest 
nephew, gave birth ton soil Uit event seemed so auspicious 
that lie declared his intention to adopt the 1 *>t and make him 
IiIh heir. iliraa Mahmood, ns he was originally called before he 
assumed the title of Sumjah Dowlah, received the kind of training which was 
considered suitable to bis prospers All his washes were gratified, all his fault, 
overtook*! and lie never knew what it was to be refused or contradicted The 
natural cruelty of his temper appeared in the amusements of his childhood No 
bird or animal within his reach ww safe from torture. Ah might be antici- 
bin vices ripened with life year* and the cruelty which he had practised 
m tlir brute creation was transferred to lib own specie* To everv virtuous 
feeing he seems to have been an utter stranger. His only cdujmnions were 
infamoiLs profligates, with whom he used to pafade the street* of Moorehedu- 
I tad, and commit every form of indecency and outrage. With his other vices he 
jesses**] a certain degree of low conning, which lie employed in concealing 
some of the worst porta of hh conduct from his grandfather, who, it is chnrb 
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titlik to J oip pose, though libs general character was well known to him. must s B. i?a. 
laiVi- \mn ignorant of his worst vilkniea, when, in ITa'A he placed him on the 
riuTnitd and required all the courtier* and officers to recognize him as his sue- 
msm!*. Fn>rn that time Ati Verdy, without censing lo hold the reins of govern- 
merit, threw a targe share of his authority into the hands of Suraj&k Xtowlnli, 
who of course perverted it to the wor^t ol purposes. 

Nourish Mahomed* as the eldest nephew, naturally thought himself best 
entitled to the su Bte&fctK and twit no pome to conceal Ids dissatisfaction. He x™™* ^ 
iiiLii for some vents, tJiougli resident at Muorsheda-biid, held the govern incut of .-i.-.hm .m. 
Dacca, and from its revenues acquired enormous wealth, which enabled him to 
keep jl huge body of armed men in his pay. In him^li; as he was possessed of 
verv moderate talents, ami had nothing warlike in hie disposition, he was not 
dangerous. His two leading ministers, however, an uncle and a nephew, the 
one named Hosseiii Cooly Khan and the other Hossein Addeen, were men ol 
capacity, and it wits deemed necessary to remove the in. file uncle resided at 
MoottSiedahad with bis master, the nephew at Dacca, where he acted as deputy 
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governor. Ali Verdy wished to act warily in the dismissal ol these oltieers, as 
be feared that Nuarisk, if alarmed by any hasty step t would at once retire to 
Dacca’ and assert his independence. Surajuh Dowtttk bod no idea id tempo¬ 
rizing, and having no scruples as to the atrocity, determined to rid htmseH o! all 
fems by taking the nearest road, His hired assassins entering Dacca, stabbed 
Hossein Khan in the dead of the night ; and a few days after, HusseinCoolj c-.^kmh 
K han was assassinated in open day in the streets "i Moorntifedaljad. In uarisL 
and his brother Syed Ahmed, who. m they were both aspiring to the nabobs 
,hi r bad hitherto acted independently of each other, now saw the necessity of 
muting their interests, and leaguing against Surajali Dowlah, as their entuhton 
enemy, A civil war was imminent when they both died suddenly, os hue been 
already told. 
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D^iths which happened so opportunelj for Sumj;Ji Dowlab might., without 
unchmit&bJfioess, have been attributed to his agency, but all writers agree m 
regftrdmg them as natural. Their effect was to allow Liiu to take the benefit 
of all the tiiorngomenta which All Verily bad mode In lik favour, h won 
appeared, however, that IiIh title to the nabobsliip was not to remain undmJ- 
lcngeri Gheseety Begum, Ali Verity's daughter, bad succeeded to the wealth 

° f lier kk ' hus5)ftnd and saw- no moans of saving it from the rnpacitv 

ot the new nabob, except by placing herself at the head of » powerful party, 
Her sex made it impale for her to claim the government in her own name, 
anil she therefore fact up a competitor in the person of an infant two years 
olJ, the son of h deceased brother of Sumjrth DowtoL Another oompdalor 
appeared in the person of his cousin. Sbokut Jung governor of Pumeah Gould 
ice have witeteded, the inhabitant of Bengal would not have gained much by 
the change as it would have been difficult to choose between them, ao doeely 
they resemble each other in ignorance and profligacy. The title of the 
claimant set up by Gheseefcy Begmn was evidently kid, us the lather of the 
infant waa only a younger brother. Not only, therefore, had Sw*jah Bowkh 
on in, side when ho rented the Begum *s attempt, but he was also fw- 
ncflhtd witha plausible pretext for the measures he adopted against her. As 
luf 0WiJ mmt AU v< - nl >' 3 daughter, she was certainly entitled to be treated 
with, nil the leniency consistent with safety, but it U not easy to condemn him 
01 '“Sp^seamig her of a palace, where all the discontented spirits of the capital 
would have rallied around her, and depriving bar of treasures which had been 
and would m all probability continue to be employed in secretly undermining 
° r openly assidling his government 

ii„m-j u- A IJ ' ndm - of the name of Kajbulltib, who had become dcivnn to Nuazist, 
; Lft ' jr Ip “*•<"«* of B**& t' «ly Khun. and made comma, ,,„ w ^ 

B 7^ w ; 'ry ew ™ * «* i,™ s „. 

rojah Dowlnh, had resolved, even before Ali Verdy-g death, to provide r ;,e tk . 
.lonjfer by removing bis finally and treasures The difficulty wan find a place 
™ they would be beyond the nabob s reach. They were then in Gaccu. and 
the plan lie adopted was to send them a way in the charge of bis son KhwiuLe* 
under pretence of making a pilgrimage to the celebrated Temple of Jumrenmut 
on the coast of Oriat* I„ printing this intended pilgrimage, Ki^enJass 
pr,™cded with several loaded boats down the Ganges, ns if to enter the Bay 
of Iky by one of its mouths, but stop|*U short, and sidled upwards till he 
reached the JeUmghee, by which the Ganges communicates with the Hoptrhly 

H 1T y MU1,lM *° entfr Bo latter river. Tlds was in fact the preU- 
oorted Kherner tor ha real destination was not Juggernaut, but Calcutta. Hi. 
fattier had prevailed with Sir. Watte, the chief of the Company's factory at 
Cornua barer, to apply to the presidency for penaimion to Kissendare and' his 
' ‘ Mt f0r SOI " e ^ m CtJuut ^ It J«* not ajijiear voy distinctly 
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whether M_u Watte was duped by RajhuLLuU into the belief that nothing more aje. era* 
tlmii a hall was intended, or whether he Was aware that the real object was to 
jjtKarre permanent British putectioir Be this as it may, Mr. Watts’ application 
in behalf of Ktesendafis wils successful, and be arrived in Calcutta, where be 
was hospitably received by Omichund. an extensive Hindoo merchant, who had 
large connections at Momshedabad, and y$w naturally inclined to conciliate the 
good-will of m influential n person as RajLullub. 

The arrival of Klsaewkm. and the reception given to him at the British 
preddcatcy, filled Sur^ab Dowlah with rage. Not only had large treasures, on 
the confiscation of which he had confidently calculated, escaped, but the very ^-.-^ 1 ,- 
ulea that a body of foreign merchants, whose settlement in the country existed 
only by sufferance, should protect any party whom lie had marked out as a 
victim, was galling to his pride. He immediately proceeded to the palace, and 
gave utterance to his disappointment mu! indignation, exclaiming, that the 
suspicions which he had long entertained of the English were now confirmed 
mid tliid they were evidently in league with the faction which meant to contest 
hi* succession to the nabobdiip. Ali Verdy, now on his death-bed tunned to 
iLr, Forth, surgeon of the factory of Gossimhazar, who was attending him pro- 
ffsaionally, and put a Variety of searching questions to turn, asking. How many 
soldiers were in the hdtoty at CoRsimbaziU*? Where the English fleet was—whether 
it would come to Bengal—and with what object it had route to India? The 
answers satisfied him that the British, in the expectation of a war with Franca, 
tiad already sufficient work upon their hands, and were in no condition to pro¬ 
voke the hostility or even risk the displeasure of Hie Bengal government 
Surajnh Dowkih was silenced, but not satisfied, and was so little cuiciul to eon 
ceal his feelings, that his determination to .sack Calcutta and expel the English 
was openly talked o£ 

This ominous circumstance and the previous conversation with Mr. Forth, t*™** 
is said not to have been communicated to the presidency ; hut sufficient warning ar*unw 
was given them when a letter, dated two days after the death of All ^ erdy, 
wild received, demanding the delivery of Kisseudjissajiil his tivufluren. fhc- letter 
purported to come from Sumjitb Dowlah, and seems to have borne sufficient 
evidence of its genuineness. The governor and council, however, learning that 
the bearer of it, a brother of Ramremsing. the bead of the spies, had coma in a 
umadl boat, landed in the disguise of a podler, and proceeded in the first instance 
to the house of Ouuchund, chose to conclude that this was an invention of this 
crafty FI indue, who, having by some recent changes in the mercantile arrange- 
irunt of the Company, ioet some of his importance, had devised this curious 
method of endeavouring to regain it This extraordinary conclusion once 
formed, it was gravely resolved that both the messenger and the letter were too 
auspicious te be received, ami Baffiramsing's brother vvius hurried back to lib 
boat, and turned off with insolence and derision 
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vD17 Hi presidency, after they bad thus committed themselves, appear not m 

have been perfectly ejitbdied with the propiety of their proceeding, and in- 
u-'j^i'jy s * TUCta ^ Watte to give explanations which might prevent any evil conse- 
queued He was thought to Lave Succeeded; for, when his; vaquei] or agent 
appeared at the durUtr, imd stated the groumh on which Hamrarosings brother 
iiad been treated as an impostor, Surej&h Dowlah gave no sign of emotion or 
displeasure, He acted, Indeed « if the mutter hud passed, entirely from Ids 
-mud, and made no further comma ideation to Mr W atts or tiio presidency 
rejecting Kissendass and his treasures. 

At this very time letters arrived from England stating a rupture with 
France was inevitable* and ordering the sett lenient tv Lie put in a state of 
defence. The work was immediately commenced; but as the fort was in such a 
dilapidated state as to make it necessary rather to rebuild than repair it, a 
considerable number id' labourers were employed, in the first instancy to repair 
n line of guns which were placed along the brink of the river opposite fco tine 
'.vest side if the fort When the*.- repairs were begun Sutajah Duvvlah was 
proceeding at the I tend of an army of 50.000 men for Pumenli, to encounter Ids 
cousin and rival damiant,. Shukut Jungv It was known that he had a number 
nf Hides in Calcutta, and though the presidency had used every effort to discover 
and expel them, enough still remained to carry tidings to him of the openstinns 
in which they were engaged. Their nature and extent were of course exag¬ 
gerated, and a letter arrived from the nabob in which, after stating that he had 
been informed that the English were building a wall and digging a krge ditch 
around the town of Calcutta, he peremptorily ordered them to desist, and restore 
the fortifications to the state in which they were before. Mr. Drake, the gover- 
^rfkutf n<Jr 5lIlSWeml tl,is ^itli more candour than good policy; ht- explained the 
.r-^umu full extent to winch the operations had been carried, and tlie motives which 
as they origimilly dictated their commencement, rendered it expedient to continue 
and complete them. "The nabob;’ he said “had been misinformed by those 
who had represented to him that the English were building a wall round the 
town; they hud dag no ditch since the invasion of the Mahrattas, at which time 
such a work was executed with the knowledge and approbation of Ali Verdy; 
in the late war between England and France, the French had attacked and 
taken the town of Madras, contrary to the neutrality which it was expected 
would have been preserved in the Mogul's dominions; and that there beiug at 
present great appearance of another war between the two nations, the English 
were tinder apprehensions that the French would net in the game manner In 
Bengal; to prevent which they were repairing their lino of guns on the bank of 
the river;' 

£5£T ThirJ Al ™ r ™ reeved by the nabob on the 17th of May, at RajnumLnl, 
and threw him into a transport of rage, which aatemshed even those of his 
attendants who were most familiar with the violence of his temper, It is not 




ClIAl’, IX-j 


srEAJAH DOWI.AU 


535 



Rcik* of zm UjJiw'i FiULi'x, IIjuuiuie.il 

... . * *J Jinntij miilih. *irl i r.orii Byi nrlll. 


easy to see why it should have bad such an effect. His dignity imiy have been ,% u. itm 
offended at the very supposition that European* should presume to make war 
within his territories without lit.'? sanction* and still more at the assumption, 
that if they did so, the 

party'attacked would be " 

obliged to trust to their ^ .7 

own resources. Instead of 
leaving it to him to repel 
and punish the aggressor. 

Beyond this, there \rtis 
nothing in the answer t > 
provoke an outburst of 

passion even in the 
proudest and most sen- 
id Live of tyrant* The 
rage, if real and not 
inertly assumed to give 
a colour to further pro¬ 
ceedings, W3iS probably provoked by perceiving that a plan which he had long 
been meditating, and a revenge which was rankling in his mind were In 
danger of Wing frustrated. Were Calcutta put into such a state of defence 
ax would enable it to resist the attacks of the French, whose skill in siege 
operations had been rendered famous throughout India, by the capture of for¬ 
tresses previously* deemed impregnable, how could be be able to make himself 
master of it, and rille it of the fabulous wealth which was believed to be treasured 
up within Its precincts? Xnw, therefore, was the decisive moment Calcutta, 
if not forthwith attacked, would set him at defiance, and both the fame which 
he anticipated as its conqueror, and the plunder on which bis heart wzm set, 
would be I tied to him for ever. 

Instigated by some such motives its these, the expedition to Puraeak was tk- f-, -..n 

. 1 dfluiCta 

immediately postponed, and the army begun its march back to Mooiriiedabad 

Its movements were too alow for the nabob s impatience, and a detachment of ’ 

300Q men was pushed forward to invest the Company's factory at Ccssirobazar. 

Though the garrison consisted only -if twenty-two Euro| leans and twenty 
topiases, no attempt was mode to curry it by a sudden onset, and the detruih- 
meat were contented to remain for nine days after their arrival, merely watch¬ 
ing it so as to preclude either egress or ingress. 

On t!if 1st of June, the nabob came up with the main body of the army 
The klun of resistance seems not to have been entertained, as the fortifications 
undeserving of the name, consisted only of a brick wall, three feet thick, with 
small bastions at the angles, but without ditch or palisade. Part of the curtain 
fanned the outer wall of a series of chambers looking inward, and affording, by 
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■ yJ ' their roofs, a terrace resembling ramparta Tlu-.se, however, were completely 
overlooked from without by buddings at the distance of only 100 vurel& The 
««« wer>? dtin more defective than the works, most of them bring hoaey- 

•■r it* comberf and the ammunition was sufficient for only 6011 charges. The nabob 
immediately on nrriring, sent a message for Mr, Watts, who obeyed, after 
obt aining assurance of peraouAl protection. He was received with insolence 
and invectives, and ordered to sign a paper, importing tlmt the presidency of 
Calcutta should, within fifteen days, level any new works they had raised, 
deliver up nil government tenants under their protection, and refund whatever 
die revenue might have lost by the granting of duxtufo or passports of trade 
to parties not entitled to them, Mr, atts, dnrniwl for his life, signed the 
paper, and the two other members of the council being sent for, imitated bis 
example. No terms of capitulation were made, and a party of the nabob's 
troop? took possession, of the place without opposition. Their orders were to 
seal up what effects they found- hut they disobeyed, and stole the greater f mit 
Tlte soldiers in the factory, after enduring three days of such contumely, that 
tEic ensign In command of them went mad and shot himself, were imprisoned 
at MoorsheduWl One of the members of council, and the junior servants of 
xhe factory were allowed to retire to the Dutch and French factories; but 
Mr. Watts and the other member, instead of being sent, ns they expected to 
communicate the nabob's resolves to the presidency, were detained in the erunp. 
find told that they were to accompany the nabob himself to Calcutta. Tina 
was the first intimation they received his determination to attack it 

r Hie extreme violence and injustice exhibited by the nabob at the very outset 
mU8t U a,mast P%*Me to tho minds of the presidency that nothing 

lea than the complete destruction of the settlement was aimed at; and yet. in 
the vain hope of deprecating his wrath, before the final step was taken, fatten* 
were daily despatched to Hr Watts, instructing him to express their readiness 
to demolish everything that could he considered a recent addition to their forth 
fieationa The letter were probably intercepted by die nabob, as they never 
readied Mr Watts; but the president, while writing them, could not well net 
at variance with the offer they contained arid thus nearly three weeks passed 
away without any preparation against the coming danger. Hail a proper use 
been made of this intervening period, ^applying for reinforcement* to the other 
presidencies, and making the most of the means of defence at their disposal, tin 
governor and council might have set the nabob at defiance, and given the first 
example of what a mere lumdfol of onr ooimtiymen can achieve, when true 
heroism inspires them, against myriads of native Indiana Unfortunately 
neither the European soldiers nor civilian., m Bengal were, at that period, uni- 

^ hy ^ hkh iri tim** has been so illustriously displayed. 

When, at length, the struggle arrived they were for less disposed to face it than 
to flee frnin it. 
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The letter which fitted the nabob with so rattcli rage, and was the ostensible aj itm 
cause of his abandoning the expedition to Furneah, waa received by hint ut 
Rajamahul on the 17th of May, and chough his intentu n then announced was 
never revoked and he from that ■ lit y continued his marc Ik southwards, evidently AppH^*- 
bi nt on mischief, the 7th of June waived before the fiitft note ol alarm was nuto, ^ 
despatched to Madras and Bombay The passage by sea, as the south monsoon 
(vis then blowing, was impossible, and an overland message could not he carried 
In leas than thirty clays. It was therefore evident that long before any answer 
could be received the nabob would have ample time to do his worst- Conscious 
of the desperate predicament in which they were thus placed, the presidency 
applied to the Dutch at Chinaurah. and the French At Chandeningure, and 
endeavoured to persuade them tlmtthey ought to unite their forces as In a com¬ 
mon danger. The former simply refused—the latter, a 1 * ir in mockery, proposed 
that they should abandon Calcutta- find place themselves v 1th their effects under 
their protection. Wliat that protection would have bean may be Inferred fram 
the fact that the nabob in passing L'lmiuleniagore was propitiated by a prtte&it 
of 2(KI barrel a of gunpowder. The presidency, now thrown entirely on Uieir 
own resources, Ijcgan to display some activity. Works < 1 defence, such as die 
shortness of the time would admit, were erected, provisions were laid in, ami 
the number of Indian matchlock-men was augmented to loOO. The regular 
ginrison consisted of -(it men. and the inhabitants enrolled as militia amounted 
to 2ri0, forming an aggregate of 511, but oi these two-thuds were topasses, 
Armenians, and Portuguese, on whom no reliance could be placed, and ol the' 
remaining third, mu,storing In all 171, nut more than ten had seen sen ice. 

With such feeble resources a successful defence was more than doubtful and 
[ L i. .-reforp the attention of the presidency was, first of all, directed to the means i^at 
of t-scape. On the opposite side of the river Hoogbly, about live miles below 
Calcutta, the native fort of Turns, mounting thirteen guns, commanded the 
narrowest part of the channel. The necessity of securing this fert> s*> as to give a, 
free outlet to the sea, seamed so urgent, that it was determined, while the naiad' 
was only advancing, to ti-ssmue the offensive and endeavour to gain possession c.it 
it. Accordingly, on the morning of the 18th of J une, Lwo vessel# of 300 tons, and 
two brigantines anchored before it, and opened a lira which at once dislodged 
the garrison, consisting of not mere than, fifty men A party immediately 
landed, spiked some of the guns, and threw the rest into the river. It it w;ls 
intended to retain tlie fort, the true plan would have been not to destroy the 
guns but [joint them #o as to repel any attack on the Land side. The mistake 
was soon apparent, for tin very next day a detachment of the enemy, 2000 strong, 
arrived from Hocglilv, drove the few Kuropesns and l&sc&xs within the fort to 
their boats, and resisting an} attempt to dislodge them by a cannonade, oblige-1 
the ships to weigh anchor and return to Calcutta. 

The same day when the ships sailed against Tanna a letter was intercepted, 
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' n l " w ' to Omichund, by the hem! spy. and advising hint to put his dfecta out 

of danger. This confirming the aoapioicm previously entertained, Umidmnd 
SSL was mediately put under strict confinement in the fort Kisrendass was. in 
1]k " Ui ' limit - T ' l: but when an attempt was made to apprehend Qmidiund* 

, nt^ brother-in-law, a serious fmy took place IL Uw | concealed himself in t f j e female 

apartment^ and not only did all the peons and armed domestics in Guild m mis 
service resolutely resist n forcible entrance into them* but file person at their 
head a native of high caste, to save the women from the dishonour of being 
exposed to strangers, rushed in* slew tliirteen of them with his ovm hrmd, md 
then stabbed Inmseli Meanwhile the nabob was hastening forward with such 
expedition that many of his troop ,lied of fatigue and sun stroke. On the 1 5th 
ct June ht- reached Haughty. and immediately after transported Ids unnv to the 
Calcutta side* by means of an immense fleet of hoata* The militia and militwy 



flu ftru 


immediately repaired to their post*, and all the natives took to flight with d... 
es«j)tmu of about SOOO Portuguese, whoso claim as Christians we- ... racog- 
maed «s to procure them admission into the fort 


At noon of the ICfcli the nabob mm seen approaching from the north. Em 

S ”7 Sh<m ' e ‘ 1 ^ ,te IumJ DOt tttJten m to acquaint himself 

with the locality. Had In- tinned eastwnrd he would have arrived where the 
JIaliruim Bitch had not been completed, and met ait], no obstacle. Instead nf 

*® h / “T in f ™‘ * « rivulet, where it entere tlie Hooghly, 

end formed „i itself » strong n defence as to render the ditch unnecesearV 
There was indeed a bridge over it, hut this was defended by a redoubt, which 

7 1 t T ati f l ““ a *** L ^ «“ “pproad. to it was, moreover, flanked by a 
ship oi -aghteen gnus, which had been stationed there for tlml purpose. When 
he point of attack eras perceived the greater part of the Company's nurtcUoek- 
rn™ were posted near the banks of the rivulet The first of life „bol.\ o,,- 
'™ S to Sen,:1 forw8rd il ^tochment Of WOO men, with four pieces of 
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cannon, into the adjoining thickets. Here, from three in the Afternoon till 
lurk, n n incessant fire Was kept up by both sis! ts without any result At mid¬ 
night all was still, and Ensign Piscbard* who commanded the redoubt, suspeddpg 
from what lif had learned on the Coromandel coast of the Indian mode of war¬ 
fare, that the enemy were buried in sleep, crossed tie? rivulet with his party, 
seized and spiked their four guns, cleared the thickets, and returned without 
the loss of a man. 

On the following day the nabob changed his tactics. Omiehnnds chief peon 
hail not stubbed himself mortally; and, still breathing indignation and revenge, 
!md caused Ihmsdf to Ire carried to the enemy 's camp By his advice the attack 
•in the north was abandoned, and an entrance was easily effected from the east, 
through various passages where there were no defender* The suburb were 
[bus in the lumda of the enemy, who set fire to the great bazaar, and took jk>s- 
session of the quarter which had been inhabited by the principal Indian mer- 
dismts. An unavailing attempt was made to dUh dge them, and the space left 
to the defenders became gradually more and more contracted, Had the fort 
been considered tenable they would probably have at. once retired into it, and 
hv thus concentrating tlu-ir efforts made them more efficient Fort William, 
however, like that of Co&imbnznr, scarcely deserved the name. It- stood near 
the river, About half-way between the north and -onth extremities of the Com¬ 
pany* territory-, and formed nearly a parallelogram, of which the longest sides, 
ihe east and west, were each 200 yards; the breadth on the south side was 130, 
and on the north only 100 yank The walls, not more than four feet thick, 
formed the outer side of rharnkrs, and were in several places pietoed with 
windows ■ the terraced roofs «.f tliesft chaiulurs supplied the place of reunpurtu 
The four bastions, one at each angle, were each mounted with ten guns, but the 
two on the south side were rendered useless to each other by a tine of ware¬ 
houses winch hud bean bttilt contiguous to the wall The roofs of the warehouses 
were, however, strong enough to bear the firing of tltree-pooudcTa, which were 
mounted on them. The east gateway, forming a considerable projection, was 
mounted with five guns, three in front and one on each flank- Besides these, 
which formed the proper works of the fort, a line of heavy cannon, mounted in 
nnbrasuresof solid masonry, was placed outside, on the brink of the river, under 
the svisit Wiitl. 

It is plain from tit 1s description how very little engineering drill had been 
t-mployvd in the construction of the fori In addition to other disadvantages it 
was overlooked by the English Church, opposite to the north-east Icc-dlon, and 
several other houses belonging to the English town, which consisted for the most 
part of spacious detached inclosures, and occupied the ground GUO yards towards 
the cast anti half-a-mitc to the north and south of the foil Taking elII these 
tilings into consideration, it is easy to understand the reluctance of the defenders 
tn allow themselves t^be cooped up within the fori, and their consequent anxk-ty 
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A D i:vi tlJ dia P ut * «*«y ind* of ground as they were obliged to recede, They ticcoitJ 
iugly erected three batteries, cadi mounting two dgfcteen-pouAkni and two 
titlil-jiieces, one at the distance of 300 Varda from the east gate, so as to com¬ 
mand the principal avenue Lending due oast frem it to the Mriiratta Ditch; the 
second iu * Rrcct commenring about 200 yards north of the fort, and continuing 
in that direction with one of ltd sides bordering on the river; and the third 300 
yanls to the south of the fort, at a point where a road leading north and south 
™' lirif V d ovcr passage to a rivulet The principal approaches kin* 

thm breast-works with palisades were erected in the smaller inlets, and 

trendies were dug in the more open grounds. 

It won appeared that the defence of these outworks required a far greater 
free than the garrison could a Hurd Even had they been sufficiently defended, 
many points remained by which the enemy could penetrate; and. availing them 
Mdves of the houses and inch* urea, advance, with cut once luring shelter, near to 
the walk. The contest thus became too unequal to he long successfully main 
tninetL Post after port was necessarily abandoned, and the whole three bafctenes 
were taken the Very first day they were attacked This result spread general 
consternation, and, with the exception of the comparatively few Europeans, all 
were Stopped with fear. The enemy were of course proportionally emhohb 
vmri, and not only kept np no incessant firing, hut made attempts to escalade. 

I 'n one of these attempts, made at midnight, the governor ordered the drums to 
bent the general alarm, but the summon though thrice related did not 
hnng forward a single man except those on duty. In such a shite of matters it 
Wfus impassible for the bravest and most sanguine not to feel that a fatal issue 
could not be long delayed It was some consolation, however, to know that, if 
the worst should happen, the means of escupe Lad been provided. A ship, and 
seven smaller vessels, and numerous boafe, with the natives who plied them 
were lying before the fort. As night approach*] all the European women were 
embarked; and at two in the meriting a council of war, to which all the British, 
except the common soldiers, were admitted, met. to deliberate whether mm 
to the ships should take place immediately or be deferred to the following night 
l ,e f 0 *® bmke u l’ “J formal resolution; hut, ns the Imme&fr 

nbandoJttnent was not carried, the natural conclusion was that the other alter¬ 
native bad been adopted 

ST , ti,e “*** wileI * U ™ to emluirk the Portuguesewomen and 

T"™: “ **“ of inexWrable confusion arose. Many of the boats had deserted 
“ L ' “ ght * II1 " 1 not 11 tev of those which remained were upset by overerewding 

he tnem T “ the *«* W* Haring gain,-,) potion of all the 

nlld ' aclosaKa ™ tlle hants of tllt river, they shot down ll.e hell,less 
fugitives end endeavoured to bum the ship and cither vessels by means of fire- 

"r™ lu tl,C * I*™ 0 1Tllidl l ‘ e g" n to prevail many became more intent on 
heir own personal safety than on any united effort for the general benefit Two 
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ineiubera of council attended by several of the militia, in superintending the a.p m* 
embarkation of the European women, had accompanied them to the ship, ami for¬ 
gotten or l►een unable to return. Nor was this the worst The ship suddenly 
weighed author, and the other vessels, following in her wake, sailed down to 
Govindpore, about three miles below. Many of the militia, believing themselves " 

nl ihdoned, rushed to the t« wite and quitted the shore. Not long after Mr. Dro 
the governor, seeing only two boats remaining at the wharf, and (several of bis 
m-qualntanre preparing to escape in them, followed the disgraceful example 
Hr wii indeed only a civilian, and might have some shadow of excuse when be 
entirely forgot himself under the influence of momentary terror; but what can 
be said for Captain Mimduh, the military commander, who, valuing his own 
precious pareon more than honour and duty, sailed off in the some f ont with 
the governor f Can wc wonder that for a time those thus foully and merdlfiSfil}' 
abandoned could do nothing but vent execrations against the fugitives? 

The soldiers and militia• within the fort now numbered only 130. On re- 
covering iri some degree from their astonishment and indignation. they pro¬ 
ceeded to deliberate. Their position, though fearful, was not yet altogether 
desperate, and it might therefore be possible by acting with prudence and energy 
to keep the enemy at bay till they could provide themselves with some means 
of escape. Their first step was to appoint a new governor. Mr. Pearkes, as the T ^‘ |: 

eldest member of council present, was entitled to the office, but lie waived his - a* ■ 
right, and Mr Holweil w j\s appointed The task which thus devolved upon him 
was difficult in the extreme, mid he appeal's to have performed it with judgment. 

On the return of two or three boats to the wharf betook the precaution of 
Locking the western gate, in order to prevent any more desertions At the same 
time he ordered the ship, which was originally stationed opposite to the northern 
redoubt, and stall r emain or! there, to come down immediately to the fort, and made 
preparations for can ti mi lug a vigorous defence till it should become possible to 
get on board of her, The ship immediately weighed anchor, and all wore buoyed 
with the hojje of a speedy Fescue when she struck on a sandbank, and stuck * 
fast that the crew at once abandoned her. This was a fearful disappointment, but 
there was still Another resource. The vessels were still at Govindpore^ and it 
was not to be imagined that the highest civil and military authorities on board 
of them, after feeling themselves secure, would not recover from their unmanly 
panic, mid leave no means untried to bring off their abandoned eonipimons 
Indeed no great effort was required, for the ship; once again before the fort, could 
easily have repelled any attempt of the enemy to prevent the garrison from 
end dirking. It was strange that the anticipated relief from Govindjiore was nm 
volunteered ; and still stranger that it was not in a manner extorted by all the 
sigiials of flag* by day, and fires by night, w hich the garrison conLinuiillv tbrevv 
out With a cowardice and heiirtlesaness almost unexampled, the skips at Govind- 
jK>re beheld the -signals unmoved, and the garrison were abandoned to their fate. 
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' J '' ^ ie l3j« shameful desertions fnun tin? gnrri^-ii took pha* thp 

enemy wfirmly attacked the fort, but were so vigorously met that they tle&i&ted 
"-SS.* 11 n ^ llt IKK>h - “ad contented themselves during Lint iv.^t ef the Jay and the hut- 
eeeJiii^ night wifcli setting tire to nil the adjAwnt injures, except tlmse which 
gave i hetn a c omman d ot the rmnpjLrte. On the falluwiiig morning their efforts 
Ijccuii 1 .' more dc tenui ned tluiu ever, while the in.etujs of resistsuc© were i%■ |• i• 11v 
becoming feebler and faebler. \\ bile some of tJiv defenders were resisting with 
tile cottmge of . Impair, others were entreating or c huiitmring for a capitulation. 
To vdm the latter class Mr, Holwell caused Omiehuud, who was stiJ] a. prisoner 
in tlie tj ° write a letter to Mmatlraml the governor of Hooghly, who wm 
coEomanding a conaidemble body of the besieging army* and threw it uv»-r tin- 
walL This letter requested Mm to intercede with the nabob for a cessation of 
hostilities, as the garrison were ready to submit and were only resisting In order 
to preserve their Eves and honour The only answer the letter received wits a 
determined attempt to escalade, It was repulsed, but at a fearful loss. In the 
■Nurse of a few hours twenty dire of the garrison were killed or desperately 
wounded, mol seventy more had received slighter hurt*. The common soldieis, 
moreover, hud intoxicated themsdv^ by breaking into the arrack store, mid were 
*!£. no nnder control Mr. Holwell prepare! another letter of similar 

addressed tei Bqyduilub. and threw it over the north east tation, and at the 
same tune hung out a flag of truce, in answer to one with which a man was 
advancing on the part of the enemy. A parley ensued, and was not finished 
wlien tut fort was taken. Tito drunken soldiers, endeavouring to escape hml 
forced open the western gai$ Part of the enemy when they saw it owning 
rushed in, while ethers gained admission by , scakding the wall where, by » 
moat absurd arrangement, it farmed the abutment of warehouses. Further 

resistance was impossible, and the garrison surrendering their nriiiii were made 
prisoners. 


Sb Tlie “P 1 ** **“* thus effected „n the SU of June, the nabob, at five in the 
■- *«. afternoon, entered Fret William, and seating himself it, state, surrounded by 
™ tenoral, Mew Jaffier, and his principal officers. received their congratulation* 
u “ tlK ' S«»t achievement which he had performed. Omichmid and Kissendass, 
on being presented to him, were received with dvility. Mr. Holwefl was then 
sent ibr. and. tiller a severe reprimand for the presumption which had been 
uiajiifwied m even daring to defend the fort, was told tu divulge the 
where the wealth of the Company was concealed The treasury had atreodv 
lava searched, and. to the nabob's infinite disappointment. only 50,000 rapes* 

■ fSOOO) had I,ecu found in it Could this he aU whirl, he was to'receive instead 
of the countless sums which had inflamed his imagination and provoked ids 
rapacity i In two other conferences which lie had with Mr. Holwell before 
~ vet, o'clock lie returned to the same subject, and then dismissed him with 
" ]Mud assurances of personal safety. Mr. H..lwcli. from whose narrative the 
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of the sidiseqi lent catastrophe m derived, 5 lielieves fcJmt the nabob did & d. it>-. 
not mean to violate his word, and only gave a general order that the prisoners 
.should for that night be secured/' 

Mr Hoi well rm ri: turning Found Ids fellow-prisons8 surrounded bv a strong 
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guard who as soon as it was dark ordered them to collect themselves and sir 
down quietly under a verandah, or piazza of arched masonry, which extended [ ^ r 
mi each side of the eastern gate, in front of the chambers already described as 
it butting on the wall, At this time the factories* Loth to the right and Left 
were in flumes, anil parties were aeon moving about with torches, and wnw of 
the j risoners imagined that it was intended to suffocate them between twi 
i ire-s Tit is was a mistake, for the toivh-bearers were only searching for a place 
in which to confine them During tins search they were ordered into that part 
of the verandah which fronted the barracks, along which was a huge wooden 
platform fir the sohiiers to sleep on The prisoners readily obeyed this order, 
for it now seemed that the worst which was to happen to them was to spend a 
night on the platform, at a season when all the nir which could reach them 
through the openings of the piazza was required to temper the excessive heal 
No sooner, however, were they within the .^.maoc in front of the barracks than the 
guard advancing, antue with |x>inted muskets, others with clubs and drawn scimi¬ 
tars. forced them back into a rt Him at the southern extremity. It was tlie soldiers 
prison, or, as it was generally termed, the Black Hole. The v, hole formed a 
cubical s|>ace of only eighteen feet, completely inri^sed by dead walls on all sides, 
except the west, where two windows, strongly barred with iron, furnished the 
nidy supplies of air, but gave no ventilation, as nt this time no breeze blew 
except from the south and cast. Few. were aware of the nature of the horrid 
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place tilt they found themselves crammed within it ami had the door shut 
behind them. Their whole number was I IG, 

It was about eight o'clock when they entered, and in a very few minutes 
the dread fill consequences began to appear. Attempts were first made to force 
the door, but it opened inwards and could not be made to yield. Mr, HoLwell, 
who had secured n place at one of the window?., seeing an uld officer ,f wht* 
seemed to carry some compasuion in his ooimtemmce/ 1 offered him 11)00 rupees 
to get them separated into two apartments. He went off hut soon returned 
spying it was impossible. T3ie offer was increned to 2000 rupees* but the 
answer was the wunc, The nabob, without whose orders it could not be done, 
wan asleep, and no man durst awoke- him. Mo;, awhile suffocation was doing 
its work. First, profuse perspiration, then raging thirst, and lastly, in not a 
few instances, roving madness followed, before death relieved the sufferer. The 
genera] cry Was—Water ! Witter! and several ;-kins of it were furnished by 
the natives outride, some apparently from coin passion, hut others from brutal 
merriment, holding up torches to the windows to enjoy the desperate Ktruggh-s 
which took place among: the unhappy prisoners as each supply wim handed in. 
From nine to eleven this dreadful scene continued After this the number who 
hud already fallen victims was so great that the survivors began to breath more 
freely. At sue in the morning an order arrived to open the prison It wits not 
easily executed, for so many dead bodies were K ing behind the door that 
twenty minutes elapsed before it could be forced bark so as to leave a passage. 
Of the I t(J who hod been thrust into the dungeon only twenty-three came out, 
and these more dead than alive. Strange to fifty, one of these was a woman, a 
native of India though of English parentage, and of sudi personal attractions 
that Meer Jrdfier carried her off as a trophy to Ins harem. 

Surajah Bowlali must have been well aware of tin- Imrbarity i^rpurutvd, 
at least in his name, if not by his authority, mid yet was so for from showing 
any signs of humanity and contrition, that when Mr. Hoi well, still unable to 
stand, was carried before him. he ruddy interrogated him sis to concealed 
treasures, threatened new injuries if he refused to disclose them, and ordered 
him to be kept a prisoner; be was accordingly put in fetters, along willi two 
others of the survivors who were supposed to know something of the Imaginary 
treasures; the rest were wet at liberty. Most of them, unwilling to remain 
within the uabol/a reach, proceeded to Govmdpore, but found guards stationed 
re prevent any communication between the shore and the Compass vessels still 
lying there Two or three, however, managed to get on board, and brought 
tidings which must haw wrung the hearts of those who had lieen iustrumental 
in bringing such a catastrophe ori their comrades by a double cowardice—first, 
by deserting them, and then leaving them to perish unsueeoumi. 11 Nem, 
perhaps. as Mr Dime justly remarks, 1 Jl was inch an opportunity of performing 
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a heroic action 90 Ignominimisly m gteeted; for a single sloop, with fifteen brave 
men on board, might, in spite of all the efforts of the enemy, have come up, and, 
anchoring under tlie fort, lLave carried away all who suffered in the dungeon," 
The plunder of Calcutta fell lur short of the nalmibk expectations No 
treasure* were forthcoming except those of Qnvtchund, who, iu consequence of 
the hard measure dealt out to him 
by the presidency, had not been 
permitted to remove them, and b 
said to have been pillaged of £4iM'KHt 
in money, besides many valuables. 

Even the quantity and value of the 
Company's merchandise were less 
than might have been anticipated. 

The capture had boon made at the 
wrong season. The investments 
provided had been shipped off before 
the previous April, when t] j e mon¬ 
soon made navigation impossible; 
the imports of the past year hod 
been moatl v disposed of anil no new 
Cargoes laid yet arrived from Eng¬ 
land, Owing to these causes the Company's loss in goods was estimated at not 
mure than £200,000. Even of this only a small portion escaped the hands of 
the soldi ere, or the embexzkriient of the officials, who should have accounted 
for it to the treasury. The nabob therefore had made, on the whole, only a 
barren conquest, and consoled himself for the disappointment in the manner 
suitable to his character, by pompously changing the name of Calcutta t" 
Aliuagore, or f/un Port of GoJ r in commemomtion of his victory, and by mal 
treating Mr. Hoi well and his two companions, who were sent as prisoners to 
Moorshedabad, and subjected to much hardship and indignity, 'file nabob, 
(kttoring himself that the British would never dare to show themselves again 
in Bengal, left Momchund hi oomntau-1 of {Vd-ntta, with a garrison of 3t)0Q men. 
mid proceeded homewards to carry out the expedition against Furneah, which 
lie had so suddenly abandoned. After crossing the Hooghly with hitt army be 
determined to make the Dutch ami French factories ieel the weight of lits dis- 
pleasure. In parsing southward he had imperiously ordered them to join lik 
standard with all their forces. They declined; and lie now nent a message 
threatening them with extirpation if they did not forthwith send him n large 
contribution by way of fine. Ultimately the Dutch compounded for £45,000* 

1 Tku oI«e]uk wu e«Ud tj Omeniur Uetvtll. Unten’ Gulldki^ «fn> u h^IW fr^m btiiij iht 
in E7Mk 31 ls net and curving nf notice, tint Mr. rtiidiLDCfi gf tlae j citiigr □Jlteffrii gf llit! Eiu-t 1 smIla Cti il 
P uLw#U luu lhI f nrrivd the«tntro[rtiamorn I:im jkiu.j. I untiedLatcEv IwynruJ this (niific* U tlta alt 
fwrej jwi, cu|.J died ml7I&, a^inl ^Lti-^re^ Tlw cwrt-fcCiWMU tbi< nnil lead* ou to Ltiu I^IE B-uaxr. 
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™ d *•' French ^ £3^.000, The difference in favour of the latter was probably 
made m consideration of the present af^tfijppwder already mentioned 
'iaSth* ^ Jt? vea9& * 3 ut CJovintlpore laid not remained there with the intention nj 
n ‘ mIcrillg iLn >' to the Gdcutta garrison. On the contrary, yielding 

only to their fi»r% they had continual to sail down the river, and would wul 
inuly hav-e quitted it- altogether, had they not chin filtered a new danger, which 
frightened them so that they were glad to return to their former tmchodige. 
When they were endeavouring to pass the fort of Taima the cannon, with 
which it had again been mounted, opened upon them, and drove two of the 
smtdtar vessels ashore. Tins sufficed to spread a panic through the whole fleet. 
lhat the danger was magnified hy excessive timidity was proved a few days 
after, when two ships from Bombay came up the river and Sustained the fire 
of the fort Without injury-. Tims reassured the fleet again weighed anchor, 
passed Tmma without any loss of the least consequence, and reached the town 
of i uite, rlie station of all the Butch shipping. Here it was determined to remain, 
at least till the monsoon should change, provided the nabob did not mteifem 
?fot long after their arrivjd they were joined by several other ships, and the 
:igMita from the subordinate factories of Dacca, Balaam^ &t, who naturally 
anticipated a rimikr fete to that which had befclkn Coadmbazar and Gafaato. 
In this opinion they were not mistaken, for the nabob had no sooner readied 
Moorehedabnd than he issued orders for the confiscation of idl the English pro¬ 
perty within his dominions, 

TUoaglitlif nabob did n.,t molest the fugitives at Fulta their sufferings were 
“ “* ov4r - Ever dreadiB ff U“t they might be attacked they did not venture to 

deep on shore, and crowded the vessels, where they lay. most of them on the 
decks, without shelter, exposed to the inclemencies of one of the wont climates 
m the world, during its unhealthiest season. Numbere were in 
carried oft' hy malignant fewer, which infected the whole fleet The evils thus 
produced by natural, were greatly aggravated hy moral causes. Many, conscious 
of the light in which their conduct would generally 1* viewed, and unable to 
reflect on it without shame and remorse, endeavoured to exculpate themselves 
at the expense of their neighbours. Mud, time was thus spent to no purpose 
m mutual recrimination, and no oounw of united action was pw-nible. At Inst 
however, after a course of wrangling, the authority of the governor and the 
other members of round] was acknowledged, and one of their number, witli 

a military officer; set out for Madras, to represent their condition and solicit the 
necessary assistant. 
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CHAPTER X 

D,rdWi«U «t Madras- A mi urae j«t mO. for CikntU-Kml aaJ miEtLAf y 

□jwniliaM-TWj *f [HW with tte iwbA-O^to* of Ltu- F^cti fitrtwy al CbuHroue*^- 
EecGrainttm.JUttnl cif boftUitl«—Coa^ptl^ to U) S twiboti—'The battla X>ta nsey. 

JE first intelligence of the danger impending over the Coin- u>, it« 
panys settlement* iu Bengal niched Madias on the loth of 
July, It was not sent off till after tile capture of the factory 
at Casrirnb&Ear t and consequently left room only for conjecture 
m tu ^bnt might have happened subsequently to that event 
Judging by what had happened on other occasion* the Madrid presidency did 
not view the matter in a very serious light Native governor had repeatedly 
threatened as much, and even done more viofrnee, and yet allowed themselves 
t-i bought off at hist by a sum of money before proceeding to extremities. 

W hy mjgbt not the Same thing be repeated now! These and s imilar mush 
derations had the more weight at Madias because that settlement laid then full 
employment for the force at its command. An application had been made by 
iSidaliiLt Jung for uosistaitce to throw off Ida connection with the French, and It 
had been resolved to grant it, A war with France was nltiu regarded as inevb 
table* and it was known that the French government in the prospect of it were 
preparing a powerful armament for the Bast In such an event Admiral Wat- 
son's sepadren, then lying in the road*, would scarcely l.e able when united to 
maintain It* ground, anti therefore nothing but the direst necessity would justify 
the despatch of any portion of it to Bengal The same argument applied to the 
laud force. It was Impossible, however, after the intelligence which had I jeon 
received, to ignore it entirely, :i nd a detachment of 230 men. mostly European^ 
wyw despatched tor Bengal in the Company s ship IhUiwurt, winch hud recently 
arrived fruin England. It Soiled on the 20th of July, and arriving in the 
Tf^ighh mi] the 2d of August, found the fugitives pining away at Fulta. 

St.-Uy and dispirited as they were no co-ofKiration was to be expected from 
ihi.HL and the detachment, far too feeble to venture unaided on offensive ope¬ 
ration* f no alternative but to encamp in the vicinity of Fulto, whose deadly 
swimipa soon mode fearful havoc among them. 

On the 5th of August the full extent of the Bengal catastroplte became 
kmwn at Madras. There was now no room lor conjecture. The nabob had not 
been bought off as many hod too readily and complacently assumed, but had, ' lpaa ' 
uiidtr ciremnfltancss of ineffable barbarity, iiidicted on the Company a heavier 
blow than had ever Wn sustained 1 I *fore. The most nourishing and productive 
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v *»■* t3ie presidencies was, in fart* aimihihitotl. and nothing but its recovery 

tmiM save the Company from min. It is rather strange tlml, with tills fact 
be tore them, members of the iliulne- council were found to argue that the 

claims of Sob hut Jung should still 
have the preference, and Hint the 
c laim* nj Bengal would be satisfied by 
sending a fifty-gun tdii|x and deputies 
to treat with the nabob. Tibs view, 
absurd as it now appears, would have 
been adopted bad not one of the mem¬ 
bers, possessed of sounder judgment 
-Li id more enlarged exjHjrience, pul the 
matter in its true light, and succeeded, 
after a long w ar of words, in bringing 
over the whole etmndJ to his opinion, 
Tlie resolution ultimately adopted, and 
assented to by Admiral Walston, after 
obtaining the sanction of a. council 
of war, was that the whole squadron, 
having on board an adequate land force, should proceed to Bengal 

Before the armament could srtil several perplexing [mint.'? remained to be 
Wl» should command the land forces ? What should lie the extent 
"f his authority both in acting and in negotiation? In wlmt relation ought he 
to stand to the late governor and council of Calcutta ? Was he to tie subject to 
them, or to act independent of them i The last of these questions was first 
considered. The members of the late Calcutta council, not satisfied with 
wrangling at Fulta. had each sent separate letters to the Madras presidency, 
;md deemed it necessaiy for their own exculpation to charge such other with 
t]ie grossest misconduct Taking the matter m they represented It, they hud 
proved unworthy of the authority with which they hod been invested, or wore 
HI divided by mutual imimasttks as to I** incapable of exercising it, Still, what 
right had the Madras presidency to sit in judgment on them t The three pre¬ 
sidencies were co-ordinate, ami accountable only to the court of dim-tom So 
long, therefore, a* the appointment of Lite Calcutta counril remained uncon celled 
Tlieir jurisdiction within their presidency, notwithstanding tlie violence which 
had deprive*! them of it. was unquestionable. Mr Pigott, the governor of 
Mhdraw, proposed to solve the difficulty by proceeding in person to Bengal with 
rhi‘ united powers of cotnmandcr-m-ohiof, and generui repp -*eii tative of the 
Company in all other affiura This was mere extravagance. How could his 
■ ainril invest him with such power*? IL nd if he had them, what kind of a com- 
mmider was he likely to prove, when his uidy qualification was the npfrutm ha 
l ad id his uwn 4 efficiency f This proposal bavins? fallen to the ground. a kind 
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of middle course was adopted by acknowledging Mr. Drake and bin council as n m w. 
presidency, with full powers in civil ami cominercuU affairs, anil reserving to 
themselves, or Die officer whom they might appoint, independent power in all 
tilings military. 

Tin- next point was the choice of the commander, to whom this independent ei.- o » 

^ rJ m^nWl T U"f 

power was to Ijk* intiustcd There were only three persona m the presidency 
on whom this choice could fall. Colonel Adlemxm. as the first in mnk. had the 
iui ‘,->l legitimate claim, and was by DO means disposed to forego i*. Tu liim, 
however, there were strong objections. He had never seen service in India, and 
tut n kings officer, not dependent on Lhe Company, allowed little deference to 
dieir ageuta It seeirn, however, from kb letter, inserted by Sir John Malcolm 
in his Life. 0 / OUm fvoL i p. 137. 138), that the presidency had at one time 
requested him 'Ho undertake tkb service with the whole of his majestys 
troops, and pressed him "to give the neoesewy orders accordingly/ A change 
i»f iniml afterward took place, and they justified it mainly on the ground that 
“he could not engage to return hither upon our request, and that the Company 
should not have any part of the plunder that may be taken,, towards ram- 
hursement of the immense loss they have sustained/ Colonel Lawrence had 
alt the Indian experience which Adlexcron wanted, and had, as we have seen by 
hb exploits in the Carnatic, proved both an able and a successful warrior He 
deserved the utmost confidence, and had he obtained the appointment would 
undoubtedly have added to his laurels. It may have been fortunately; but the 
unceremonious manner in which he appears to have been set aside, required a 
stronger justification than Orsne adduces, when he rays, "Tin- dimate of Bengal 
was so adverse to an asthmatic disorder with which Colonel Lawrence was 
affected, that it was thought lie would Le disabled from that incessant activity 
requisite to the success of thb expedition, of which the termination was limited 
to a time/' 

After Adlermm and Lawrence were rejected, Clive, now installed ns governor &b**i 

1 jwntotii 

of Fart Si David, was the only officer whose claims were worthy of a moments 
CiJiisithmiUoiL He had early brought them under the notice of the presidency, 
who had probably from the very first turned to him as the most eligible com¬ 
mander. The following letter, written to the court of directors. October 11 tit, 

175th after his appointment and arrived at Madras, gives so good ati account f 
his feelings when preparing to set nut on the expedition which waa destined to 
crown Ids own fame and found the British Indian empire, that it deserves to l«s 
1 quoted entire:— 

Honourable Gentlemen, —From many hands you will hear of the capture it ■ r ---" 
nf Calcutta by the Moors, and the chain of misfortunes and losses wliicfa have 
happened to the- Cumpany in particular, and to the nation in general; every 
breast here seems filled with grief, horror :md resentment; indeed, it is too sad 
a tale to unfold, and I must beg leave to refer you to the general letters, eon- 
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Hultatiotus, mid coiBinittees^ which will give you n Full account of this catnstrophe. 
Upon this melancholy occasion the governor and council thought proper to 
summon me to this place As soon as an expedition was resolved upon, i offered 
my service, which was at hist accepted, and 1 am now upon the |h>uh of em¬ 
barking on hoar.3 his majesty's squadron, with a fine body of Europeans, full 
r.f spirit and resentment for the insults and barbarities inflicted on so many 
Britudi subjects, I flatter myself that this expedition will not end with the 
taking of Calcutta only and that the Company r s estate in those parts will I .o 
settled in a better and more lasting condition than over. There ls less reason to 
apprehend a check from the nabob's forces than hum the nature of the climate 
u v l country* The news of a war may likewise interfere with the success of this 
cx|sedition ; however, should that happen, and hostilities be commenced in 
India. 1 hope we shall be able to dispossess tile French of Chaiidernngore f and 
Jenve Calcutta in a state of defence 1 have a true sense of my duty to my 
country and the Company; and i beg leave to assure you that nothing shall l>e 
wanting on inv part t«. answer the ends of an undertaking on which m very 
much depends. Success on this occasion will till the measure of my juy r as it 
will fix me in the esteem of those to whom 1 have the honour to subscribe, with 


great respect R CuveT 

In another letter to a director he says— A few weeks ago I was happily 
w-ated at St Davids, pleaned with the thoughts of obtaining your confidence 
ami esteem, by my application to the civil branch of the Company T 9 allairs, and 
"I improving and increasing the investment; but the fatal blow given fee the 
Company s estate at Bengal has superseded nil other considerslions, and I am 
now at this presidency upon the point of embarking on board his majesty* 
with a vtry considerable body of troops, t> attempt the recovery of 
Calcutta, and to gain s a tisf a c tion from the nabob for the losses which the Com- 
paii 3 r have sustained in those parts. The recapture of Calcutta appears no very 
difficult task, but our further progress fur reducing the nabob to such terms jls 
the gentlemen i if Calcutta may think satisfactory, is precarious anil doubtful, 
from the prospect of a. war which may not allow time for such an undertaking 
You may l* assured I will never turn my hack to Bengal* if not ordered from 
thence, without trying my utmost efforts towards obtaining the desired success 
Two months having l>een spent in debate, the expedition did. not sail till 
iwaf.Nrr the lfithuf October. The squadron consisted of the Kent, of sixty-four, bearing 
Ai] mi ml Watson's flag; the C>t. mbcrland, of seventy. C-oring Adiuind F. ,rki- 
flag, the Tiger, of sixty; the Salktmry, of fifty; the Bridf/ctPOUr, of twenty 
guns and a fire-sliip; together with three Company's shijvh, and two smaller 
vessels an transport* The land force* under Colonel Clive, consisted of 9CH> 
Europeans. 250 ot them belonging to AJbrrroiiH regiment, and 1500 sepoys. 
r Uke ui.strnction.H ix-commended the attack of Moorabedabad itself Lf the nabob 
ri'tust-.l redress, and the capture of Chan dernagore if war with France should 
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Itc declared. Tfi-e lateness of the season nearly proved fatal to the tie ft. Tlie a i*. »t> 
northern monsoon wns sotting in r and the currents from the north wore hi 
strung dint during the first twelve days, instead uf making progress it. was 
carried, six degrees (if latitude to the south of Madras. As the only practicable ti» ■> ay*?* 

[lOS&igo it was nece^ury to cross the Ray of Bengal, and then prueeedmg 
north along the eastern coast, where the currents are less felt, recroga when 
opposite to Ikdasore, and thus gain the entrance to the Hooghly. The tire-ship* 
unable to stem the violence of themonsoon,. I ore away tn Ceylon; the 
b&roitffh , sailing heavily, fell behind; and the Chanberiand and Stdidturij, in 
making for Ralnsore Roads, struck on a sandbank, which stretches out several 
miles from Point Palmyras. Roth got off, but the Cumberland, unable to 
continue her e-ourse, was driven south to YEzagnpatnm. Ultimately, on the 
20th of December* more than two months after leaving Madras* and exactly 
half a year from the day when Calcutta was taken, Folta was reached by the 
whole squadron, except the Cumberland and Marlborough, Their absence 
was a serious loss, as 250 of the European troops were on l*oard the one, and 
most of the heavy artillery had been shipped in the other Little addition to 
their strength was obtained at Fulta. for half of the detachment under Major 
Kilpatrick were dead, and the remainder so sickly that not more than thirty were 
tit fni- duty. Some degree of order, however, had been restored by a despatch 
from the court of directors. appointing Mr. Drake and three other members of 
council n select committee for the conduct of all political and military affairs. 

Major Kilpatrick* previously associated with them, and Admiral Watson, and 
Colonel Clive now added, Increased the whole number to seven. 

Letters bad been procured at Madras from Ml. Pigott the governor, Mahomed 
AJi Nabob of An-i.it, ami SaUhut Jung. Eoubnlular of the Deccan, exhorting < Knu “““" J 
Surajah Dowlnh to give retire-s for the WTOngU he had inflicted; and these, 
along with others, written by Admiral Watson arid Colonel Clive, were sent 
open to Mimieliund, governor uf Calcutta. On receiving for Lis answer that bo 
durst not forward to his master letters couched in such menacing terms, it was 
resolved to commence hostilities forthwith. Accordingly the whole fleet, includ¬ 
ing 1 he vessels previously at Fulls, quitted it on the 27th December, and next 
day anchored ten zuiles below the fort of Budge Budge. This fort, situated on 
a commanding point oil the same side of the river as Calcutta, and Only twelve 
miles south-west from it by land* though double that distance by water, was the 
first object of attack. It was nut, expected to offer any resistance, and the only 
anxiety felt was to make prisoners of the garrison while they were making their 
escape With this view an ambuscade was devised. At sunset Clive landed 
with 5G0 men of the battalion, and all the sepoys, and proceeded, under the 
direction of Indian guides, amuse a country full of swamps, and interacted by 
numerous deep rivulets The mere march must have been full of hardship, but 
Uds was greatly increased by live neglect to proride any bullocks for draught 
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or burden Their place was necessarily supplied by the men themselves, who 
lu "l to drag along two field-pieces and a timbrel of ammunition. They Bet out 
ait four in the afternoon, and did not reach the vicinity of Bodge Budget till eight 
next morning. The whole march by km I looks like a blunder; and, indeed, Li 
m dtoicteiized by Clive himself who -says. in a private letter to Mr Pigoit. 
that it was much against his iudination, and that lie applied to the admiral fur 
boute to land them at the very place where they arrived, idler suffering " hard¬ 
ship* not to lie described’ 1 This blunder, therefore, wns not his; hut there was 
another of a still more serious nature from which he cannot l>e so easily oxetd- 
] ttr d Tile place occupied on arriving was a large hollow, probably a lake in 
the rainy season, as it was ten feet below the level of the plain. It was a mile 
a nd a half north-east of the fort, a mile from the ri ver, and i m l f a-mi It* east of a 
Jdghnwd lending to Calcutta. The eastern and part of the southern bonks of 
The hollow were skirted by a village, which seemed to have been recently abun- 
doned The two field-pieces were placed on the north side of this villng^ TV 
plan of the ambuscade vm.n ss foil™:—The grenadiers ami 300 sepoys were 
detached to take possession of a village on the bank of the river adjoining the 
wal! of the fort 'flic company of volunteers were ported m » thicket on rim 
west aide of the read Clive with the rest of the troops continued in the hob 
I jw, It was expected that when the garrison in the Fort discovered the troops in 
poattaiott of the village adjoining the north wall, they would mistake them fur 
the whole of the attacking force, and under that impression endeavoured to 
eacape l,y making for the hlghreiul While they were hastening along it the 
volunteers, opening upon them from the thicket, would drive them towards the 
hollow, where their slaughter or capture would lto easily effected 

The idea of danger to themselves seems never to have entered the mind of 
the commander or Ids sold lets. They were all worn out with fatigue, and to 
make their rest more easy were allowed to quit their arms. Even the ordinary 
precaution of stationing sentinels was neglected, and in a few minutes they 
were all anVp Not so the enemy. Tho previous day Monichnnd l*d arrived 
irom Oafetifca with 3 5011 borne and 2000 feet He was now enemn|>ed with 
them vmthin a d Vance of two mifcs, and having hymens of spies made himself 
acquainted with all Clive's arrangements, was only watching the upporfamity to 
turn them against himself T! u troopa, huddled in the hollow or scattered in 
the village, had not lain down al*m an hour when n volley from the east ride 
of the village suddenly brake their dumbeiu The soldiers rushed in aknn to 
tlrnt part of the hoi low where their anna were grounded Had a retreat out of 
the reach -of the enemy’* fire been ordered ft fetal p :mie Would [)r ^ Uy i]fivv 

endued: hut Clive, whose presence of mind never forsook blng made his men 

, hn "‘ ^ detftdled tw * platoons which forced their way into the villa™ at 
th, pamt of the bayonet Tl.ia gave time to the artilleiymia. who on the fin* 
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ulumi had rushed into the hollow, to regain their guns ami open a tire, under a.d i; 
which Hmt of the enemy noon ^defined Fortunately for Clive, Mcmichund 
w m a coward, and on receiving n boll through the turban wag so frightened 
that he thought only of flight. According to Orme, “had the cavalry udvraeed 
and charged the troops in the hollow at the same time that the Infantry began 
to lire upon the village, It is not improbable that the war would have been 
tttndnded on the very first trial of hostilities’ 1 This is questioned by Sir John 
Malcolm, who says that, owing to the thick jungle. Cavalry ' had no means 
of Advancing, except through openings where they must have been seen, and the 
'!litv i'i surprise defeated Sir John, from his profession, must lw ad¬ 
mitted to be the mote competent authority of the two; but, in his jseal to 
defend the honour of lik hero, forgets the time arid manner of the surprise If, 

?ls he ml mitts there were openings through which cavalry might have penetrated, 

Imw cotdd they have been seen in the dark, and by men who were feat aaieepf 
A grosf, mistake was undoubtedly committed; and though Clive did all that 
could done to repair it, it cannot be denied that his access on this occasion 
wan due fur less to conduct than to good fortune. 

Immediately on Alamdiond's retreat the whole of the troops were marched C'^-Ui ■!, 
to the village adjoining their fort and there found the Ken t, which hod outsailed 
the other vessels, anchored in front o! it. Ttie si.^suull was deferred till next day, 

Lind to assist in it 25^ sailors were landed. One of these, who had got drunk, 
straggled up to [he ditch, iTosssed it, scrambled over the rain part, and Htvlng no 
sentinels, hallooed to tlie advanced guard that he had taken the fort It was 
indeed evacuated by the enemy, who had only waited till it was dork enough 
to conceal their retreat, 

lbe impression produce 1 by the affair at Budge Budge was somewhat Rn-in*..r 
singular. J he British, astonished nt the resolution displayed in venturing to 
attack them, begun, to think tiiat they had underrated the Bengal troops, and 
even CJive was dispirited In the letter to Mr. Pigott. already referred to, he 
sjiys. ‘ \ou ‘Will timI by the return that our loss* in the Arrmlflh near Budge 
Budge was greater thou could well be spared. If such skacmishea ware to lie 
'iften repeated, he afterward adds. w l cannot Luke ujkiti me to give my senti¬ 
ments about our future success against the nabob in the open field; the little 
:ithiir :iliove ineiitioimE was attended with every disadvantage mi our side. 

. „ - Indeed, j fear we shall labour under many of these <lisadvantages 
witeii attacked by the nabob; imd 1 lake it for granted he will Is? down 
before tiie Cumberland and Marlborough can arrive," 1 On the other hand, 
Momchimd, who had funned rather a contemptible opinion of the British, from 
the facility with which Calcutta had been taken, now m*gnfffr4 their prowess 
in order to palliate his own defeat; and no sooner readied Calcutta than he 
quitted u leaving only ">O0 men in the fort, and proceeded northward to com- 
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To prevent the fleet from coming up the river, Mcnidmnd haul prepared a 
number of ships, laden with bricks, eaten 1 ling to sink them in the narrower ■ 
I^ rt of the channel near Tanna. The appearance of the ^oop-of-warfrustmto l 
the execution of this scheme; and the rest of the fleet, having Budge Budge ,m 
tlie -'SOtli of December, iincboitd on Xew-yesirs Day opposite to Tamm. which 
wli* fvbftadooed without firing a dint The next morning LW, with the 
greater part of the troops, lauded at Align ir, a fort opposite to Tunnu, and 
advanced by the highroad on Calcutta Admiral Watson, with the Kent mid 
Tiger, arrived l>efore him opposite Fort William, and bv the force of their can¬ 
nonade compelled the enemy, in little mom than two hours, to evacuate both 
the fort and the town, A detachment sent ashore, under command of Captain 
Cnote, immediately took possession. When Clive arrived he naturally expected 
t> be recognised as miliriuy governor of Calcutta, and was mortified above 
measure whan Cuote showed a commission fian Admiral Watson, by which he 
W1LS himself appointed governor, and specially instructed not to deliver up the 
pliLcr/ till further ordera. 11ds wap another of the many instance of collision 
ai kEng from jealousies and misunderstandings between his majesty's and the 
C' mi]Kt]i_v h officer* At fmi. neither ]■ Iw~u].| grivumy, the affair u^ui.l- : 
n v «rjr threatening appeafpoce- Clive, admitted into the fort, Insisted on retoim 
ing the command of it, while the admiral threatened If be did not evacuate to 
fire upon him. Before such extremities were resorted to explanations took place, 
and a compromise was effected, by which Clive warred bis claim to the command 
nn the trance that it would afterwards be given him In accordance with 
tins arrangement Admiral Watson remained in possesion, and the next day 
delivered up the tort to the Company's representatives in the king* name, 

Thb last proving thn.iv* sumo light the ipiurrel.-and sliowa that 

more was involved in It than at firet flight appear* From the very first, bellm- 
] t wax kuown what view the court of dnutti would take, Mr. Brake and but 
colleagues insisted that, notwitlifltiuidlng the km of Calcutta, their authority 
remained entire, and henoe Mr, Mfumingham, the member of council whom thev 
hud sent as their deputy to Madras formally pretested against the independent 

V° w& ™ witL w}dch 9 Hvft ™ invested by this presidency The case was still 
stronger now, for a new eommi^ion had arrive! from England expressly em¬ 
powering Mr. Brake and tliree of the council to conduct all the political mid 
militnrv- affaire of the presidency. It h not to be ropposed that if the govern^ 
meut of Madras Imd been aware of this commission they would have made Clive 
independent of it, and therefore it waa not unreasonable to expect that when 
, ari u>>1 rtnmd tkm re ^ ]lar| y installed in office, he would either remgu 
!,1S “7^^ V*™™, or at least keep them in abeymboa Such was not his 
v:ew, but it seem* to have Wn Admiral W&tWs; and hence their quarrel. 
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which limi nothing personal in it, originated in a .determination on the purl of ail 1 : 57 , 
tin- one to uphold the authority of the Calcutta committee, Lkitil on tile part of - 
the other to give effect to the instinct lolls which he had received at Madras, 

How bitterly Clive felt at the treatment lie had received appear from several 
jmsBHige« in a private letter to Mr, Pigott.— 11 Between friends. ’ he sayB, lr 1 in*** 1 ®- 

r ■ r ■ A a 1 I ijT T» l l liitn 

cannot help regretting that I ever undertook this expedition. The mortifications 
J have received fn>m Mr. Watson and the gentlemen of the squadron in point 
nf prerogative, are such that nothing hut the good of the service could induce 
me tu submit to them ' Speaking e*F the commLssioii granted to Captain Coot#, 
he duiraeterhfcH it as a < J dirty underhand contrivance. carried on in the most 
secret manner, under a pretence that I intended the same tiling, which, 1 declare, 
never entered my thoughts.' Again, referring to the true cause of all the mis- 
understandinga and heartburnings he observes “The gentlemen here seem 
much dissatisfied at the authority 1 am vested with. It would be contradicting 
my own sentiments, if I was not to acknowledge that I stall possess the opinion 
that the gentlemen of Madras could not have taken a step more prudent, or more 
consistent with the Compands interests; for. I am sorry to say, the loss of private 
property, and the means of recovering it, seem to be the only objects which take 
up the attention of the Bengal gentlemen. Farther on he gives utterance to 
the same opinion in still harsher and even nmeorouis terms — u I would have 
you guard against everything these gentlemen ('an say ; for. believe me, they are 
bad subjects anti rotten at heart, and will stick at nothing to prejudice you and 
the gentlemen of the committee; indeed, how should they do otherwise when 
they have not spared one another? 1 shall only add, their conduct at Calcutta 
finds no excuse, even among themselves; and that the riches of Peru and Mexico 
should not induce me to dwell among them.” Clive could nut entertain an 
opinion without acting upon it; and therefore, when the committee sent him a 
letter, demanding that he should place himself under them, lie answered, “ 1 do 
not intend to make use of my [lower for acting separately from you, without 
you reduce me to the necessity of so doing; but. as. far as concerns the means of 
executing these powers, you will excuse me, gentlemen, if I refuse to give these 
up; 1 cannot do it without forfeiting the trust reposed in me by the select com¬ 
mittee of Fort St George” 

Intelligence having been received that the recapture of Calcutta had thrown ak*-v n 

4 m 0CB[riiJjr 

the enemy into great eonstemation, and that the nabobs army would not hue 
ready for some time to march from Hjoorsjiodabad, it was determined to take 
advantage of the internal by assuming the aggressive and attacking Hooghly, 

Tliis place, situated on the right bank of the river, twenty-seven miles above 
Calcutta, was regarded as the royal port of Bengal, and had thus an adven¬ 
titious importance in addition to that which it derived from its wealth and 
population. As the object now was to bring the nabob to terms an speedily as 
possible, the rapture of it was gmxl strategy", as nothing seemed better aikiu- 
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l7i ~ hited to convince him of the disaster* which he might bring upon himself b\ 
oontunimg obetatKktfe The town, though open, was guarded by 3000 men, and. 
moreover, defended by a fort with a. gairieon of 2000 men. Considering the 
importance of the means of defence, the force employed in the attack seem* 
very inadequate. It consisted of only a twenty-gun ship, a sloop of war, and 
Ihree other vessels. Jiving on board 150 Europeans and 200 sepoys, under the 
command of Major Kilpatrick and Captain Coote It w*m expected to reach 
Hooghly in one tide, but a delay of five days t>.njk place in conBuMjueiicv of the 
sftip having struck upon a sandbank The intended surprise ™ thus a failure 
and the enemy, fuse warned, had ample time to prepare their means of resistance, 
Such, however, wna their pOsUlnnlnUty or disomy, that the 3000 men in the 
town only saw the British troops landed, and then made ofT without riskin'* an 
encounter. The fort was battered by the vessels till night, and then attacked 
in two divisions; one of them by feint on the main gate, while the other ixm- 
risting of a party of troops and sailors, under Captain Conte, stormed at the 

’KS- f brfiwk T,w e*™ 5 ™’ assaikals on the ramparts, fled out precipi- 

tcttely at the lesser gate These easy successes made the British over-confident, 
amt Captain Coote, who had proceeded three miles to the north with only fifty 
Europeans and 1(H) sepoys, and destroyed several granaries of rice, narrowly 
escaped as he was returning, from being overwhelmed by the fugitive troop- 
Jjo, unknown to him, were lying in the neighbourhood watching hh mm>- 
ment- By singular good fortune and dexterity be disengaged himself without 
tin- loss of a single man. It. as Mr. Mill gratuitously asserts, without adducing 
utiy authority, the capture of Hopghly whs undertaken “solely with a view to 
pi under, 1 the result must have been disappointment, us the value of all that 
was obtained was estimated only at £15,000 

owTr Durin S the expedition to Hooghly. intelligence arrived tbit the long 

Tj^ **!"*& war between Great Britain and France was actually declared. The 
ntate Of mutters in Bengid thus assumed an ominous appearance. The French 
had 300 Europeans and a train of artillery at l Imndemagore. and it was feared 

tkLt ihe y would at the nabob. In that case the British would in all 

probability be overmatched The whole force then in Bengal would seated r 
cjuilde them to keep the field, and to nil appearance the larger part of it was 
aJxmt tn *» withdrawn* as the Madras presidency, alarmed for their own safety 
liad directed Clive to return us early as posable with what troops could he 
spired. A vigorous and successful prosecution of the war against the nabob 
Wing, in consequence, deemed hopdes* the tone of the Bengal select committee 
was immediately lowered, and they resolved to lu.se no time in endeavouring to 
negotiate a peace. With this view they opened a communication with 'the 
fomkvi, Juggut Scat, and condescended to request him to mediate in their 
behalf The nabob s fear* had formerly inclined him to come to term*, but the 
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Attack oil Huoghly made him furious, and his army was rramediatdy ordered \ d m: 
tu mdrch southward and avenge it, Juggut Sent, aware that the time tor nego¬ 
tiation Ijrn.i passed and afraid to implicate himself by interceding in behalf of- Jli:,5U i n h 
those whom the nabob had again doomed to destructiven ventured no farther ^ui u L - 
fchnn to instruct Runjeet Roy, his ablest agents to accompany the army, and nt 
the same time eorresjamd with Clive, Qmichund was also in the italiob's train. 

During the nnbobship of Ali Wrdv Khun, be obtained tJie far largest share of 
the contracts by which the Company provided their shipments This lucra¬ 
tive employment he had lost, been use the Com party, imputing a deterioration 
in the ijiinlity of the goods to his avarice, had determined, instead of employing 
V mt meters, to deal at tiisrt hnuil with the pnHluoera themselves. Hi- offence :\i 
tlii- change was the main ground i f the suspicion by which the presidency 
thuiight themselves justified i u 'imprisoning him, and preventing the removal of 
his goods from Calcutta* when it was attacked. His fortunes had in conse¬ 
quence been shattered, for beside* the large sum of money found in his trea¬ 
sury, bis Joss by the destruction of houses and other property was immense. 

His whole thoughts and efforts were now employel in obtaining compensation. 

For this purpose the favour of the nabob and of the Company were equally 
necessary to him. The former he hail secured by ingratiating himself with 
ilotmn Loll, the principal favourite at the court of Mooruhednbud; the latter 
he now hoped to recover by aiding their endeavours to procure a peace. The 
Company has thus two influential agents in the nabob's camp. For the time, 
however, they seemed to have failed, and the nabob continued to advance. 

In the eagerness to negotiate the necessity of providing against the only t^i^r 
alternative had not been overlooked About a mile to Die north of Calcutta 
and half that distance from the bank of the river, a camp had been fortified 
The epot was well chosen, for having the river on the west, and a large lake ami 
extensive marshes about two mile,- beyond the Mohratta Ditch on the east, an 
enemy from the north could not enter the Company's territory without coming 
in sight of iL The artillery, which had hitherto Ixeeti the great want, had ai 
length been supplied by the arrival of the Mit/rthorottgL On the 00th of 
January the nabob's army tagaii to cross the river, about ten miles above 
Huoghly, Very fortunately it had not been joined by the French,, who threw 
away an excellent opportunity of crippling, if not crushing their rivals* by 
reviving the chimerical idea of neutrality 1*'tween the two companies, udiili 
war waa raging between lheir respective nations. Even without the French it- 
auxiliaries, the nabob seemed ao formidable that even after his army had began 
h* cross, proposals of peace were forwarded to him He received them with 
great apparent cordiality, and at the some time continued Ids march. C>n the 
3d of February he proposed a conference with deputies, but foiled to keep Ills 
promise * if sending them possporta. The very next morning the van of hU 
amiv was seen advancing at full march from the north-east Freni the nature 
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A 17J7 - (it ' the ground their program might easily have been stopped; but dive, unwill- 
ni£ either to divide his force or to commence hostilities while the least hope 
ul accommodation renamed, allowed them to pass. Most of them spread them- 
sekes along the ground outride the ditch, but a predatory horde, armed only 
with dubs, entered the Company's territory, and were engaged in pillaging tlie 
houses of the natives in the north part of the town* when a detachment |*»3ted 
at Perrmgs Redoubt sallied out and expelled them New bodies of the enemy 
continued to arrive, and coolly began to entrench themselves in :t large garden 
midway between the head of the lake and the ditch, and about n mile and a 
hah from the British camp. This insult was not to be borne, and vet the indy 
punishraent which it provoked was an ineffective cannonade. 

N^Mtar* ^ T ext morning the main body of the enemy appeared, following the direction 
,'r ^, : " ( tl]e but so eagerly wee the hope of a possible accommodation still dung 

*idtvUfe. bj, t hat on the nabob again proposing a conference at n village six mi lea to the 
worth, two deputies were sent. On arriving they found, as might have been 
anticipated, that the nabob hiul started some hours before. Thev followed an 
his ttfli:k, -uni found him seated in quarters which he had taken up in OmidLiundb 
garden, in the north-east port of the Company s territory, within the ditch 
it is difficult to account for the inertness manifested by Clive on this occjo 
k ’ L, ' n ^he advantages derived from his fortified camp were apparently h^t 
without any attempt to turn them to account* and at least part of tin* 
enemy had without molestation interposed between him and Calcutta. The 
deputies might now have considered their business at an end. The n*1n>b by 
lias tuning on with his army, without waiting far them, had given the most 
*ignibeaut intimation of his designs. They were determined, however, not to 
Ik? balked of an interview, and succeeded in obtaining it Ecydullnb, the 
dewnw, on their introduction to him by Runject Roy. deemed their application 
for iiw interview, under the circumstance^ so etrouge, that lie siiRjieeted them of 
being assassins, and insisted on having tlieir sword* They refused to be m 
insulted, and were conducted to the durhnr or council Besides the nabob and 
Ills principal officers, many others; of inferior degree were present. These hail 
apparently been selected for the hugeness of their stature, and the ferocity of 
them muntenanoei To give them n still more terrific appearance they were 
droned m t hick stuffed dresses, with enormous turbans, and kept scowling at 
the deputies, as if they only waited the signal to murder them. After expoutu- 
biting with the nabob for entering the Compmy h limit- while amusing them 
wstJj oilers of pence, the deputies produced a paper of proposal The "nabob, 
nfter reading them and referring to the dewam dismissed the assembly. Tin? 
deputies on leaving, were whispered by Gmichund la take care of themselves. 
Akmi e ,l before, they now set no limit* to tlieir fears, und T ordering their 
mkndanta to extinguish the lights, that the path they took might not be seen, 
tiaatened off without waiting to confer with the dewam 
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Tilt? report of tins deputies left no room for further negotiation arid Clive xi> ra; 
determined to attack the nabob's camp in the morning. His Ibree consisted of 
B30 men, forming the European battalion, 100 ajtilk*rYTuen with six fidd- 
piecee, 800 ^popa, and ti(K) sailor-, who had been landed at midnight, and abkh* 
armed with firelock*. The enemy mustered about 40,00(3 man, most of them ' 

encamped between the ditch and the lake, but a eo arid r mbit* part with the ^' tp 
general, Meer Joffior, within the ditch, to protect die nabob in ids quarters in 
Omiclmnds garden. The attack w&a made, hut proved far lew successful than 
had been anticipated Clive, in a letter addressed to the were! committee at 
home, gives this summary account of the mutter:— +f About three o’clock in the 
morning. 1 marched out witli nearly my whole force, leaving only a few Eiiro- 
[vciins, with 20U new raised budfcwnreea, to guard our comp. About six we 
entered the enemy's camp, in a thick fog, and crossed it in about two hours, 
doing considerable execution. Had the fog cleared up, as it usual]y doea about 
eight o'clock, when wa were entire masters of the camp without the ditch, the 
action must have been decisive; instead of which it thickened, and occasioned 
our mistaking the way.” The loss Oil Ub part was severe, amounting to TliJ 
Europeans, HHI sepoys, and two field-pieces; and his troops ivere not only 
dispirited, but blamed the attack as ill-concerted. Omit* Ls decidedly of this 
opinion, ami says that “the men ought Lo have asembled at Perring* Redoubt, 
which b not half a mile from Oraktrund's garden, to which they might have 
tnarebed in a spacious road, capable of admitting twelve or fifteen men alireaot' 

Tlib seems plausibly hut an obvious objection is, that, by that arrangement 
Facility of attack would have been purchased by leaving the nabob an easy 
outlet to join the main body of hb army, and thus escape. By beginning with 
the main body, and proceeding gradually towards the nabobs bead-qitsrteis, he 
t JM, k the best meads to secure hb jhusoh, and, to all appearance, would have 
+iiatt i ik‘il but for a natural event ol unusual occurrence, and therefore not 
anticipated. The moral effect, however, was as great as if the success bad 
been complete. The nabob, having received a practical spedmffli of the kind 
of enemy he had to deal with, was much more disposed to l>e pacific. 

The very next day after the attack be employed Eiinjeet Bov to write a tt* 1 
bttci containing proposals of peace, and under the pretext of proving j,b *^2^ 
sincerity, though probably more with a view to bis own personal safety, retired ,te "“ 
with his whole army, and encamped a 1 unit three miles north-east of the lake. 

Here, after nuions messages of negotiation brought and carried bv Runjeet 
Roy and Oinidinnd, n treaty was concluded on the Oth of February, its load- 
jug terms were—that the nabob should restore the Company's* factories, but with 
only suck of the plundered effects ns bad been regularly brought to account in 
the books of his government—permit them to fortify Calcutta in any way they 
timuld think expedient—exempt alt merchandise witli their dustukx from fee 
or custom—and confirm all the privileges granted bo them since their first 
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\ r> i, -'T. arrival in the country. The nabob, now as anxious lor friendship as lie had 
previously been bent on hostile measures, thought the treaty did not go far 
enough, and, only three days after concluding it, proposed an alliance offen¬ 
sive and defensive against all enemies. This was exactly what Clive wished, 
and the new article, brought by Onuchund, was returned by him ratified the 
same day. 

^-rth The treat - v did not meet the view's of all forties at Calcutta While it w as 
iiie tuiboii. under consideration. Admiral Watson, with characteristic bluntness, cautioned 
Clive against trusting to the nabobs promises. “ Till he is well thrashed, don't, 
sir. Hatter yourself lie will be inclined to peace. Let us, therefore, not be over¬ 
reached by his politics, but make use of our arms, which will he much more 
prevalent than any treaties or negotiations. ’ Many, moreover, were dissatisfied 
with the terms, and expressed their disappointment that no compensation lmd 
heen provided for the losses of private sufferers, not a few of whom had l*eeu 
absolutely ruined by the pillaging of Calcutta. Their case had not been over¬ 
looked. ami Clive had brought it sj>ecially under the nabob’s notice. On finding, 
however, that he gave only promises, but refused to come under any formal 
obligation on the subject he could not permit the claims of individuals to stand 
m the way of what he believed to be “the interest of the Company." In a 
private letter to the chairman of the court of directors, he states the grounds on 
'tutalir which he with g«at force and dearness“If I luid only consulted the 
Interest and reputation of a soldier, the conclusion of this peace might easily 
have been suspended. 1 know, at the same time, there are many who think I 
have been too precipitate in the conclusion of it; but surely those who are of 
this opinion never knew that the delay of a day or two might have mined the 
Company’s affairs, by the junction of the French with the nabob, which was on 
the point of Wing carried into execution. They never considered the situation 
of affaire on the coast, and the positive orders sent me by the gentlemen there, 
to return with the major part of the forces at all events; they never cashiered 
that, with a war upon the coast and in the province of Bengal at the same time 
a trading company could not subsist without a great assistance from the govern¬ 
ment : and, last of all, they never considered that a long war, attended through 
the whole course of it with success, ended at last with the excuse of more than 
hfty lacs to the Company/ These views are well expressed, and prove tlmt Clive 
was a statesman as well ms a warrior. They fail, however, to meet oue verv 
obvious objection to the treaty. It provided no guarantee of any kind for i Is 
observance, and thus left the nabob at full liberty to disregard it whenever he 
might think he could do so with impunity. It was therefore merely a promise 
and what this was worth from such a quarter Clive himself tells us in the amne 
, ^ Lesa >' S: -" It cwmot l * “Pmed that the princes of tills country. 

* ,0Se h<ld,t ’ V 18 lUwn ^ U ‘ SU8 P ect ^ "ill remain firm to their promises arid 
engagements from principle only. It is, therefore. >>ecome absolutely necessary 
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up :i c^j -ei Tfiblt force in this province for the future.” If so, it follows *.a kjt 
fti- oft obvious inference that. in treating with such princes, obligations written 
or verbal are in themselves worthless, and that, to give them anv value, they 
ought always to be accompanied with a material guarantee, which would operate 
as. n penalty in die event ol their being violated. It will be seen that Clive at 
a later pc-riot] of his career both saw this necessity ami acted upon it 

lS"e.vt to penr>- with the nalhnb, the object nearest Clives heart was the 
destruction ol the French interest in BengaL It seemed to follow from the terms ciuimi«i 

■ ■[ the offensive and defensive alliance against all enemies, that the nabob could J ’ 
no lunger continue to give any eouuterwJlce to the French; and therefore, on 
die very day when the alliance was ratified,, Clive told Omichmid to sound laliu 
°n the subject, and endeavour to obtain big consent to an Attack on Cbitnder* 
figure. Hu detected the very idea, and with gin>J reason, for not only did the 
revenue gain conEridembly by the French trade, but good policy dictated thnt 
die rival companies might be employed as mutual checks on each other, and 
prevent the danger to which the native government might be exposed, if one 

s them were allowed to gain on entire ascendency. The nabob therefore made 
uo secret of Ids unwillingness to withdraw' his protection from the French, but 
as he only temporised, and did not expressly prohibit the attack, Clive detcr- 
miueil to carry it into effect, With tills view, on the ISth of February, he 

■ rossed the river with hU troops, a few miles above Calcutta. The French had 
no difficulty in penetrating; Ids design, and immediately claimed the nabob's 
protection. Their messengers found him on his return homewards at Auga- 
deep. about forty miles south of Moorsheduhad; and having succeeded in ctm- 
vindng lum that, their destruction would endanger bis own safety, induced him 
tn write a letter, peremptorily forbidding the attack. Not satisfied with thus 
interfering in their behalf, he made them a present of 100,000 rupees, gave 
orders to Nun coin jit, now governor of Eooghly, directly to assist them if his 
proliihitiuQ was disregarded, and even made preparations for sending Iwaek 
Mc^/t Jaiiler. n iih hall his army, to entrap at t.']inndenmgore. On seeing the 
LUiboh thus; decided, Clive made a merit of necessity, and, iu conjunction with 
Admiral Watson, gave both verbal and written assurances that the nabob's 
wishes m the matter would be strictly attended to, and that the attack would 
not be made without Ids sanction As it thus appeared tlitit the Freudi were 
not to be crushed by violence, the next best thing was to secure their neutrality^, 
and with tliis view, not only were negotiations resumed, but a treaty was 
actually drawn up, and only waited to be signed when at file last moment n 
demur took place. The French commififiloncrs, when the question was put to 
them, admitted that they were acting only in their own name, and could not 
land the government of Pondicherry. Though it must tie admitted that a treaty 
made under such circumstances would have been futile, the conduct nf the 

British was not ingenuous It ts difficult to be Have that they were not from 
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A.D. the first aware of the defect of powers which they now pretended to have 
discovered, or that they had ever intended to do more than amuse the French, 
aiLapu«. wfl * le ^ey were employing all kinds of influence to overcome the nabob's 
reluctance to the proposed attack. In this intrigue the principal parts were 
PtocL performed by Mr. Watts, who had become the Company's representative at Moor- 
shedabad, and Omichund, who, having succeeded in effacing the suspicions under 
which he suffered so severely at Calcutta, was now become one of the Company’s 
most active and confidential agents. So zealous was Omichund, that when the 
nabob—suspecting an intention of attacking Chandernngore, notwithstanding 
his express prohibition—indignantly asked him to answer strictly whether thev 
intended to maintain or to break the treaty, he answered, that the English were 
famous throughout the world for their good faith, insomuch, ” tliat a man in 
England who on any occasion told a lie was utterly disgraced, nnd never after 
admitted to the society of his former friends and acquaintance.” After thh 
rather apocryphal declaration, he called in a Brahmin, and took what was re* 
garded as a most solemn oath, by putting his hand under the Brahmin's foot, 
and swearing that the English would never break the treaty. 
ii£S. 1,Ie injure brought to bear upon the nabob by intrigues with his minister 
An<i favouriu * was much increased by an alarm which reached him from a 
different quarter. Ahmed Shah Abdalee, having again invaded Hindoostan. 
had entered Delhi, and was understood to contemplate an incursion into the 
eastern provinces. 1 he nabob was, in consequence, more anxious tiian ever to 
secure the British alliance, from which he anticipated important aid, in the 
event of an Afghan invasion, and became less and less decided in his refusals 
to sanction the attack of the French settlements. Taking advantage of this 
feeling, Admiral Watson thus addressed him :—“You are going to Patna. You 
ask our assistance Can we. with the least degree of prudence, march with you 
and leave our enemies behind us? You will then be too far off to support us, 
and we sliall be unable to defend ourselves. Think what can be done in this 
situation. 1 see hut oneway. Let us take Chandeniagore and secure ourselves 
from any apprehensions from that quarter, and then we will assist you with 
every man in our power, and go with you even to Delhi, if you will Have we 
not sworn reciprocally that the friends and enemies of the one should be 
regarded as such by the other? And will not God, the avenger of |>eijurv, 
punish us if we do not fulfil our oaths? What can I say more? Let me request 
the favour of your speedy answer.” The answer was not speedy; and proof 
1 laving been obtained that the nabob was intriguing with the French, the 
admiral assumed a harsher tone, and sent a letter concluding with the following 
menace:—“I now acquaint you that the remainder of the troops, which should 
have been here long ago, and which I hear the colonel told you he expected, 
will be at Calcutta in a few days ; that in a few days more I shall despatch a 
vessel for more ships and more troops; and tlrnt I will kindle such a flame in 
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your country as all the water in the Ganges shall not lie able to extinguish. 
Farewell! Remember that he who promises you this never vat broke his word 
with you or with any man whatsoever.” 

This wits rather strange language to address hi an ally, nu independent prince, 
with whom a treaty offensive and defensive had been concluded only a few 
weehii before. The nabob, however, was a coward at heart; and, though ibnming 
with rage, sent two letters in rt-ply, In the one, quietly pocketing the menace, 
he contented himself with excusing the delay which had taken place in the 
payment of the compensation due under the treaty; in the other, rather evading 
than facing the subject of Chandernagore, he used the Following expression 
41 You have understanding and generosity; if your enemy with an upright 
heart claims yonr protection, you will give him his life; "hut then you must be 
well satisfied of the innocence of his intentions; if not, whatsoever you think 
right that do." This expression, which may be variously interpreted, becomes 
still more enigmatical in the work of Mr. Orate, who gives it thus:—"If an 
enemy comes to you and implores your mercy, with a dean heart., Ids life should 
be spared; but, if yuu mistrust- his sincerity, act according to the time and 
occasion,' 1 At this time Clive considered himself and tike admiral so completely 
bound not to attack Ch&ndaruBgnre "contrary to the expressed order of the 
nabob, that he says they could u<>t do it without being "guilty of a breach of 
faith;" and yet, with no letter authority than they managed to extract from 
the alnve dubious expression, they felt relieved of all their scruples, They 
might at least, in a case of so much dubiety, have asked the nabob to give his 
own explanation. They retrained, and it must have been purposely, for when 
they were proceeding with their preparations the explanation arrived unasked, 
and amounted to an expressed retractation of any assumed previous assent. So 
far, however, from giving effect to the prohibition, they treated it as "an. indig¬ 
nity." 1 Perhaps the best explanation, of the resolution to proceed at all hazards 
may be found in the hurt that three ships had just aiTived from Bombay, having 
on Ward three companies of infantry, am i one of art then*, and that the Cum- 
beriand, which parted from the squadron on the voyage from Madina, had at, 
length reached Bala&ort Roods. 

Tiie capture of i'lumdemugore was an enterprise not nnatteuded with diffi¬ 
culty. The settlement, situated on the right bank of the river, and a htLle smith 
of the town of Hooghly, extended two milts along the bank, and a mile and a 
half inland. The fort, standing about thirty yards from the water, and nearly 
equidistant from the south and north extremities of the settlement, formed a 
square of about 131) yards, inclosed by a wall and rampart, with a bastion at 
each angle mounting ten guns. Several more gums were mounted on the ram¬ 
parts, ond eight on a rove tin on the bonks of the river opposite to the western 
gateway. Beside these cannon, which were all from twenty-four to thirty- 
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*' PI7 ”- twn P°“nJ«ra, six of less calibre stood on tbe terrace of a church within die fort 
and overlooking its walk Tbe French, on learning the declaration of war had 
m we have seen, endeavoured to ward off the danger to which it exposed then, 
by pro,swing a neutrality, but, with much more wisdom and foresight than had 
ken exhibited at Calcutta, continued in the meanwhile to make the best use of 
the time in strengthening their defences They demolished the buildings within 
lot) yards of the walls, using the materials to form a glacis, and began to ,lig a 
ditch. Neither of these works was completed, but their defects were in some 
measure supplied by batteries without the verge of the glacis, and in positions 
commanding the princi,ial streets and approaches by land The approach hv 
water had not been overlooked for not only had a battery been erected abou't 
1..0 yards south of the fort, to command the narrowest part of the channel, but 
a number of vessels had been sunk in it Tbe garrison mustered «00 Europeans 
ot whom only a half were regular troops, and 300 sepoya Some assistance was 
also expected from Nuncomar. who was encamped with a body of troops in the 
vicinity; but Omiohund had succeeded in bribing him not to interfere 

Clive, having ken joined by the Bomliay reinforcement, commenced hostilities 
on the 14th of March. To avoid four batteries facing the south, he made Ids 
approach from the west along a road lea.Ung to the north (ace of the fort The 
French made the most of their position; and by mean, of detachments placed in 
the thickets, continued skirmishing till three- in the afternoon, when thev retired 
into a battery under the protection of the north bastion. This proring un¬ 
tenable, consequence of a fire of musketry kept up from some adjoining 
louses, they spiked the cannon, and retired into die fort The abandonment of 
:"“y “ voIved that »f those to die southward, as thev might 

^ Cked m ’ n ‘ eir defender » therefore recalled next morning. 
All the batteries without the works had thus been rendered useless except tin- 
one-in the brink of the river The loth was employed in effecting a I,rig. 
ment m-ar lie sou hem esplanade, by taking potion of the adjoining boZ, 

Tl -1 rtl L " ‘ tr , T beSiegera 5ufftraJ 1 “ Ue fr»n> the fire of thetarrison 
U„ M , was employed in bringing „p the artillery and stores, and die 17th 

from d r fk " OCC " ,> " :<1 b> th * * waie S er8 in keeping up n fire of musketrv 

iDS f ° rt &0m “ thirteen-inch mortar and some 

^f r,W anTtr *° W6Ter ’ ~ the loth, the ships 

nmlriT , f “ ^ a very difficult navigation, and 

Zl Wn '’uiT “f ^ 1,he »""» in which the 

umit f i n “ OW * m T ^ “ the - thev remained 

“ u °„ f l C ° Uld "" ^ hortunately it was ascertained by dili- 

gent soundings, and the information of u deserter that ui ’ 

still remaine.1. It was therefore detanninedXthe^ffel TT 

tic -ov„w I” T" , * re >y ^hiy was attended with 

e ” ser ' for the ,ulbob - on ® n <iing that remonstrances lmd proved 
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unavaitlng, was no longer satisfied with sending threatening but had \.u un. 

actually sent forward part of his tinny, as if lie had at last resolved to make 
common cause with the French. RoyduUub, the dewan, advanced with this 
detachment within twenty miles of Houghly and would have been in time to 
attempt the relief of CTimdernagore had not Nunooraar treacherously assured 
him of the contrary, 

Tht attack was fixed for the 24 tk At sunrise on that day two batteries Aiu=k*-„i 
which had been completed on shore opened their fire. The fort returned it ■ L»ni r ,- 
vigoruiisly, ami for ai time established a decided superiority. At seven o’clock, 
when the shifts were first brought into net ion. a marked change took place. 

The Tiger, in passing to the north east bastion, which was her station, and 
where she finally anchored at the distance of only tidy yards, fired her first 
broadside at the ravelin with such effect that that defence was immediately 
ahuudoiieiL The Kent was Jess fortunate. Her allotted station was the ravelin 
before the middle of the curtain; hut in proceeding ut occupy ahe encountered 
such a deadly fire, that some degree of confusion ensued during which the cable, 
instead of being stopped wen allowed to run to its end The consequence was, 
that the ship fell buck so fur that she Jay just beyond the south-east, and at the 
same time exposed to a flunk of the south-west bastion. It was ton late to 
itiako a change, and the Salivary, to which this very position had been 
assigned, was entirely thrown out of the action, the whole brunt of which w as 
Ihjitic by the 2 %£r and the Kent . Notwithstanding these disadvantages the fire 
of the besiegers was so telling that at nine o'clock the fort hung util a Hag of truce 
At three in the afternoon the capitulation was concluded. Though the defence 
was of short duration, its efficiency, white it lasted, is proved by the state in 
which it left the Rent. She had received six shot in her masts, and 142 in her 
hnll: her casualties also were severe, amounting to nineteen killed and seventy - 
two wounded Among the latter were the commander, Captain Sj>ete, and his 
son, who were both struck down by a single shot. The captain ultimately' 
recovered, bat his son died Ives, who was surgeon of the Kent, profesaion- 
Jiily attended both of them, and gives such an interesting account of the heroism 
displayed by the son, a youth of only sixteen years of age, that it would be 
unpardonable to omit it. 1 

When he was earned down into the after-hold his big wns hanging only bv n±r 
the skin. Great as fits suffering iimst have been, lie wflfi thinking only of Ids ' 
father, whose wound ho feared bail been mortal On being assured of the con¬ 
trary ho became culm; but when it was proposed to examine his own wound, he 
enmestly asked the fittrgOon if he laid dressed hia father, H1 for he canid not tlunk 
of being touched till his lather had been taken care of'* Being told that thi* 
was already done, “ then;’ replied the generous youth, pointing to a ftdJow-sufferei 
"pmy sir, look to and dress this poor man, who i* groaning so sadly beside 

1 Iren, A Vvyagt from Engta ml (a j., 1^2-104, 
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y. it4t me He, too. had been dressed already; and the poor youth, on submitting 
himself to the surgeon, observed, “Sir, I fear you must amputate above the 
joint.’ tves replying “I must," he clasped his hands, and, looking upward, 
solemnly and fervently ejaculated, “ Good God, do thou enable me to behave in 
**** niy present circumstances worthy of my father’s son " After this prayer he 
told the surgeon that he was all submission, and bore the operation (ampu¬ 
tation above the knee-joint) without speaking a word, or uttering a groan that 
could be heard at a yard distant. The next day he was removed to the hos¬ 
pital at Calcutta. For the first eight or nine days the symptoms were favour¬ 
able. A change then took place, and he died on the thirteenth day after the 
operation. His father having been removed, not to the hospital, but to the 
house of a frieud, the noble-hearted boy, still suspecting the worst, sent the 
following note, written by himself in pencil at two o'clock in the morning of the 
very day on which he died:—“If Mr. Ives will consider the disorder a son 
must be in, when he is told he is dying, and yet is in doubt whether his 
father is not in as good a state of health. If Mr. Ives is not too busy to honour 
this chitt, which nothing but the greatest uneasiness could draw from me. The 
boy waits an answer.” It is scarcely necessary to account for the verbal inac¬ 
curacies of the note by mentioning that the heroic sufferer had become delirious. 
Mr Ives imme<liately hastened to his bedside, when the following dialogue took 
place:—“And is he dead?' “\\ ho? ’ " My father, sir.” “ No; nor is he in any 

danger. I assure you: he is almost well’’ “Thank God! Then why did they 
tell me so? I am now satisfied and ready to die.” “At this time,” says Mr. 
Ives, “he had a locked jaw, and was in great distress; but I understood everv 
word he so inarticulately uttered. He begged my jiardon for having disturbed 
me at 80 an hour; and before the day was ended surrendered up n 

valuable life \ aluable, indeed; for who can doubt, after reading the above 
narrative, that had William JSpeke been spared he would have earned for him- 
-011 a place among the greatest and best of the naval heroes of his country, 
it ought to be added that Captain Speke was not unworthy of being the 
father of such a son. His heart was bound up in the boy; and the first tiling he 
did when taken below was to tell how dangerously bis poor Billy was wounded. 

I’ °r some days the surgeon w’as able to rejoice him by hopes of a recovery, but 
at last was obliged by his silence and looks to prepare him for the worst On 
the tenth day he for the first time put a direct question on the subject “ How 
long, my friend, do you think my Billy mny remain in a state of uncertainty?’’ 
The surgeon answered. “ If he lived from the fifteenth day of the operation 
there would be the greatest hopes of his recovery.” On the sixteenth day. 
looking steadfastly in the surgeon’s face, he said, “ Well Ives, how fares it with 
mv boy?’ Receiving no answer, he could nut but know the cause After 
crying bitterly, he asked to be left alone for half an hour, and when at the end 
of that time Mr. Ives returned, “ he appeared, as he ever after did. perfectly 
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caJm and serenn Captain Speke never perfectly recovered from Lb wound. a.d. inr, 
and died nt i!te early agiJ oi tarty-three. He lived long 1 enough, however, to 
distinguish himself in the naval victoiy gained by Sir Edward Hawke off 
JielltiLile. In that action he commanded t.lie Swahtiim of seventy, and obliged 
the Formidable, though much superior in force, to strike to him, 

Tin nigh the nabob had not disguised his displeasure at the expedition against mv.l,, 
Chandenmgorft nmureus of the approach of the Afghan* were so prevalent, that ££$£ 
in his anxiety to secure the assistance of the British troops he not only refrained 
from expressing any indignation at its capture, hut congratulated the oom- 
mnndera on fb®r Success, and mode an offer of the whole temtoiy to the Com- 
panv on the same terms on which the French had held it, His sincerity was 
moi* than questionable; for ho dill retained a large body of men at an Inter* 
mediate spot between Hooghly and his capital apparently to embrace any 
favourable opportunity of resuming hostilities; and, so far horn withdrawing his 
protection from the other French factories In Bengal, gave an asylum in Coffiim- 
hnzar to a body of their troops, consisting partly of some who hud escaped from 
Chanderuagore before It fell, and partly of others who, after they had become 
prisoners of war. had broken their parole There can he little doubt—^indeed it 
we-i fully established by letter afterwards discovered—that he was at this time 
in correspondence with Fussy, and In hopes that that distinguished officer would 
appear in Bengal at the head of a formidable force. Id one letter to him, 
wnrtcJi before Chondemagore was taken, the nabob says, "These dbturbera 
of my country, the admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabiit Jung 1 ), whom bad 
fortune attend l without any rat-san whatever are warring against Zubal-uC 
1 oajnr‘ (41 Renault), the governor of Chanckreagore. This you w ill learn 
from hb letter, I, w ho in all things seek the good of mankind assist him in 
every respect, and have sent him the best of my troops, that he may join with 
tiLvm and fight the English; and if it become necessary I will join 1dm myself. 

1 hope in Grnl these English will he punished for the disturbance* they have 
tubed. Be confident; look on ruy forces as your own. 1 wrote you before 
tor idlers and musketeer*, under the command of two trusty chiefs. i 
pc^nade myself you have already sent them a* I desired; should you not 
I desire you wiU do me the pleasure to send them immediately." In another 
letter, written the week after Chondemagure was token, he says, «I am advised 
timt you have arrived at Eehapore Tbb news gives me pleasure. The sooner 
you come Imre, Hie greater pleasure 1 sliaU have in meeting with yon. What 

“ 1 write of the P^dy of th * English? They have without ground picked a 
quarrel with 4L Renault, and taken by force hb factory They want now to 
quarrel with M Law, your chief at Cosairn bazar; but I will take cure to 
oppose and overthrow all their proceedings. When you oome to Baksore l will 
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v.d. 1757. then send M. Law to your assistance, unless you forbid bis setting out Rest 
assured of my good-will towards you and your company.” 

*2**^ These letters> "' ritt€n after the treaty offensive and defensive with the British 
had been concluded. were undoubtedly a gross violation of it; and as their sub¬ 
stance, though not their actual contents was known to Clive, he must now have 
been convinced that he had been somewhat precipitate in signing the treaty, 
as it had already become in fact a dead letter. Neither party, however, was 
yet prepared to proceed to extremities, and some time was spent by them in 
endeavouring to outwit each other. The nabob, in order to leave no pretext 
tor saying that he had not fulfilled his part of the treaty, complied liberally 
with most of its articles, paying a large sum to account of the damage which 
the Company had sustained: and then insisted, with some show of reason, that 
the whole of the British forces, army and navy, should forthwith return to 
Calcutta. The ships departed, earning with them the plunder of Chandema- 
gore, valued at considerably more than £100,000. Clive refused to move, and 
encamped on a plain to the north of Hooghly. This step, while it could not 
be regarded by the nabob in any other light than a direct menace, amounted 
to a violation of the orders which he bad received from his employer* at 
.Madras. One of the.ir main reasons for not giving the <.*onimand to Colonel 
Adlercron was because he would not promise to return whenever they should 
require. Clive had given tins promise, and on the faith of it had been in¬ 
trusted with powers which made him independent of the Bengal presidency, 
t p to a \er\ recent period his letters to Madras had contained assurances of bis 
determination to return; but their tone had recently altered, and it now 
appeared that though the promise liad never been recalled, a change of circum¬ 
stances had occurred of such importance as to justify him in disregarding it 
What this change was must now be explained. 

Xffn 1 he nalx)b ’ constant ly urged to surrender or dismiss the French assembled 
at Co ®uu^u-. pretended to adopt the latter alternative, and ordered them to 
remove westward into Belmr. Had he really intended to part with them he 
would have sent them to join their countrymen in the Deccan; and hence 
Clive, so far from living satisfied with the dismissal, remonstrated against the 
mode of it. and even threatened to take the remedy into his own hands, by 
sending a detachment in pursuit While thus condemned, on the one hand, for 
insufficient compliance with the wishes of the British, the nabob was solemnly 
warned by the French, on the other, that by dismissing them he was depriving 
himself of the only soldiers on whose fidelity and prowess he could safely calcu¬ 
late. M. Law. who was at their head, even pointed out distinctly the source 
from which danger would arise Many of the nabobs principal 'officers were 
disaffected, and they were only waiting to combine with the English to effect 
his destruction. This information was correct; but the nabob, though convinced 
° f ,tS tn,th was 100 u^lute to upon it, and, in dismissing M. Law. simple 
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hsorved, that " if anything new should happen, he would send f>r him again 
" Be assured." was tllB reply, “that this is the last time we shall see each other; 
remember my worths—we shall never meet again; it is nearly impossible/’ 

A conspiracy had indeed been farmed; and it is painful to adil that Olive ami 
the Company went not merely implicated, but hud engaged to take a leading 
part in the execution of it. Admitting the fact that Surajah Dow lab was a 
despicable tyrant, and the consequent probability that Ills government, if not bis 
life, must ere long have been terminated by violence, what right had those who 
hrtd courted his alliance, obtained it, and profited by it, to league with Lis sub 
jects for the purpose of dethroning him! Even had the treaty never been cun- 
dud eel, or Lad open hostilities been again formally declared, it- would have been 
impossible to reconcile such a proceeding with nnv of the recognized rules nf 
honourable warfare What then must be thought of allies, who, availing theni- 
Helves of the influence which they derived from tikis character, employed it hi 
lulling the nabob into a fatal security, while measures were U-jng concocted fur 
idlbcting Lis ruin? According to the account of Clive himself tlie nabob '"jnen 
tunned almost every article of the treaty, paid Mr. Watts the three lacs of rupees, 
drhvetv-d up Cjjsshnliazar and all the other factories, with the money ami goods 
therein taken. The gentlemen write from thence that little or nothing is 
wanting.' It is true that lie soon found reason to write in h very different 
spirit. A month later he says, in a letter to Mr. Figott, ,J The most of the articles 
■ I peace are compiled with; vet from the tyranny, cowardice, and suspicion of 
the nabob, no dependence con be had upon him. No consideration could induce 
him to deliver up the French; it is true lie h;us ordered them out of bis 
dominions and they are at some distance from the capital; but he lias retained 
them in hjs pay and has. certainly written to Deleyrit and Eussy to .send men 
L ° his assistunoei One day he team my letters, and turns oat our vakeel, and 
orders his army to march; he next countermands it, sends for the vakeel, and 
hegs his pardon for whnt he has done. Twice a-week he threatens to bn pule 
Mr Watts; in short, he is a rompoand "f everything that is Wd; keeps eom- 
pany with none but his menial servants, and is universfiJIy hated and despised 
oy the grout mem This induces me to acquaint you there is a conspiracy going 
on against him " The very mention of such u thing might have awakened 
Clive s sense of honour; and reminded him that it must necessarily l>e a nefariou 
transaction, "with which it would be pollution to intermeddle. No idea of this 
kind, however, occurs to him; and lie simply adds, li I have liecn applied to for 
assistance, and every advantage promised the Company can wish. The com 
inittee are of opinion it should he given as soon os the nabob is secured. 
Far my own part, I am persuaded there cun be neither peace nor security while 
sudi a monster reigns,' 

From the concluding part of this extract it may be inferred that the Com 
puny were not yet prepared for the kind of co-operation which Clive was 
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a t » vrs7 evidently contemplating. They were for giving assistance only - os soon as the 
nabob is secured In other words, they were not disposed to act as principals 
in the conspiracy, but had no objections to countenance it, and take advantage 
XfbT k in the event of its success. Such appears to liave been their first view . 

1)Ut ftT1 ' they had were nfterwards overcome, and in their letter to the 

uiet«» secret committee at home they advocate direct co-operation, arguing that from 
the detestation in which Surajah Dowlah was held the conspiracy, or, os tliev 
rather choose to call it, the confederacy, must suoceed; but that if they with¬ 
held their aid tliev could expect no advantages from such success; whereas, if 
they took a prominent part, they might look for remuneration for past losses, 
and full security against any future misfortune, similar to that to which their 
weakness had before exposed them. The “prominent part” had always been 
Clives wish, and he immediately began to prepare for it with all his charac¬ 
teristic energy. The first thing deemed necessary was to dissipate anv sus¬ 
picions which the nabob had felt, and convince him that he might calculate on 
the British as sincere and faithful allies. In playing this deceitful game, Cliw 
was greatly aided by a letter which he received about this time from the Peishwa 
Bajee Rao, who, after expressing indignation at the treatment the English had 
received from Surajah Dowlah, nnd offering to avenge their wrongs, pro. 
l>osed to invade Bengal On condition of Clive’s co-operation with his troops 
lie would repay double the amount of the losses that had been sustained, and 
vest the commerce of the Ganges exclusively in the East India Company 
VomuL 1 ^' Ve knew the character of the Mahrattas too well to invite them into Bengal. 
MnhnrtM. and the only use which he made of the Peishwa’s letter was to send it to the 
nabob. If it was spurious, as some suspected, and had beeu written at the 
suggestion of the nabob himself as a means of sounding the Company, and 
ascertaining how far they were actuated by ambitious views, the return of the 
letter would be equivalent to taking him in his own snare; if it was genuine 
how could there be n greater proof of good faith than in preferring his ailinuee 
to the tempting offers of the Mahmtta ? “ The letter," says Sir John Malcolm. 

was genuine; and the nabob expressed himself much gratified by the conduct 
"f l bve, who, «>n this occasion and others, endeavoured to remove the suspicions 
that Surajah Dowlah entertained of the designs of the confederates.’’ One of 
the other methods which Clive took of removing the nabobs suspicious, or, 
ns his biographer calls it, “of lulling him into security," was as follows:— 
Having sent Uck the Company’s troop to Calcutta, and ordered those under 
his own independent control into garrison, he observed in a letter to the nabob, 
“that while the armies continued in the field their enemies would be endeavour¬ 
ing to interrupt that perfect harmony and friendship which subsisted between 
them; that he had therefore put his army into quarters; and though he hail 
no reason to doubt his excellency’s strict adherence to. nnd full compliance 
with all the articles of the treaty, yet nevertheless, he wished he could dU- 
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appoint those hopes their mutual enemies entertained, by with drawing ids army jljj„ lt^ 
from FJassey 

While Clive was tlius endeavouring to impose upon the credulity of tlii* i^vowoi 
nabob, and telling him of "that perfect harmony and friendship which subsists*I riL y ^^Lej: 
between them, 11 he was apparently by the same messenger who carried the 
letter to the nabob Striding letters to Mr, Watts with such passages as the iVd- 
lowing:—* M The nabob m :i villain, and cannot be trusted; he most Ik overset, 
or we must fell" pi As for any gratuity the new nabob may bestow on the 
troop, it is left to his generosity and to yam* and Qinkhuud's management T 
"1 ii*ve wrote the nabob a soothing letter; this accompanies another of the 
same kind, and one to Mohun Loll (the nabob's chief favour! tej agreeable to 
your desire," "To take away all suspicion 1 luive ordered ail the artillery and 
rnmbriU to be embarked in boats and sent to Calcutta, but “ I am ready, 
ami will engage to be Jit Xusury in twelve hours after I receive your letter, 
which place is to be the rendezvous of the whole army.' ■'Tell Meer JaiHer 
to fear nothing; that I will join him with alHiO men who never turned their 
hacks; and that if be fells se izin g him , we shall be strong enough to drive 
him out of the country. Assure Id in i will march night and day to his 
assistance, and stand by him as long as 1 have a man left 

Before the ooiiypimey reached the point to which we have now brought 
it,, a number of important preliminaries had been arranged The object was to 
get quit of Snrajnh Dow lab at all events; and in this bis most influential 
ministers and subjects were ready to concur. At flint, however, there was 
seme difficulty in determining who was to Ik the new nabob. The earliest 
aspirant was Yar Ltrtfcbf Khan, who commanded 2000 horse in the nabobs Elhg liA.bu.1 lu 
service, but was at the same time in the pay of the Seats, whom he wax lJ " 1 
engaged to defend, even against the nabob himself This officer having requested 
a secret conference with Mr, Watts, was referred by him to Oznickund. to whom 
he stated that the overthrow of the nabob would be easy, in consequence of 
the general detestation in which he was held; and that if the English, whom 
he had sworn to extirpate, would take advantage of ids absence on an intended 
expedition to Patna against the Afghans, to seize upon Mocrshodabad they 
might, by proclaiming him as the new nabob, obtain any advantages for which 
they might stipulate The scheme was approved by Mr. Watte and forthwith 
sanctioned by Clive. Yar Luttief Khan was probably put forward by the 
Sweats merely for the purpose of sounding the views of the English comma tide r. 
for the very next, day after the conference, ott Armenian of the name of Petrus 
come to Mr. Watts with similar proposals from .'deer Jaifeer, who—declining that 
be was iri danger of assassination every time he went to the durbar, ami 
that the Dewan Roydtdlab, the Stats, and several officers of the first rank in 
the army had engaged to join, if the English would assist in dethroning the 
n! tboh—requested that if the scheme were accepted the terms sin add be ^-ttled 
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"Mont delay, and that Colonel Clive would immediately break up hie cam,, 

and soothe the nabob with every appearance of pacific intentions until hostility 
should commence. 

Meer Jaffier. being a far more important personage than Var Luttief Khan 
bad no difficulty in obtaining the preference He was brother-in-law of the 
late nabob, Ali Verdy Kl,au. and held both under him and Surajah Dowlah 
the office of jwvmnster-gencral, which necessarily gave him great influence with 

“f n ' ,d *“* rauswl l,im sometimes described as its eoimnander-in- 
chicf Ah \ erely made a trial of his military talents, by appointing him to the 
commandI of a huge detachment, intended to ex,*l the united Mahrattas and 
Afghans from Onsse. His mcapacity was, however, soon proved; and after his 
.ndolence and pusillanimity had enabled the enemy to gain decided advantage 
Ah \ erdy was obliged to supersede him. Mecr Jaffier si,owed his resentment 
and endeavoured to gratify his revenge by leaguing secretly with a treasonable 
fact,on. and though, more from fear of the danger than a sense of retunurc 
duty he abandoned the league, he had gone too (hr to be forgiven, and wm 
deprived of all htt employmenta He seems to have been reinsured at a late 

1 .■ “ ': e fi S UreS ft m°ug the principal poisons whom Surajah Dowlal, on his 

accession, dismissed from office, in order to make way for his own favourite 
Jleer .lather expressed his resentment, as before, by placing himself at the head 
of a treasonable intrigue, and encouraging Sliokut Jung, governor of Purneal, 
to assert his clam, to the tuusnud. The failure of that attempt had induced him 
to Shake himself free of all connection with it; and he had insinuated himself 
111 o e goc graces of the nabob, for he was present in his cajiacity of bucUhn. 
or paymaster-general at the capture of Calcutta, and is the only officer of dis- 

nirHor'^r; 1 ;'^" 1 n ^ »* .***£• 

Hob- The English woman, who survived the horrors of that night 
xwls earned oil in triumph to Mecr Jnffiers harem. 

Such was the mar, who, again plotting for the overthrew of Iris master was 
s ected to usurp his place. His character must have been too well known to 
mwte confidence ... his professions, and care was therefore taken to insert aU 
the obligations exacted from him, in forma] written documents, to which not 
with much propriety, the names of, public and a private treaty have been given 

« l''ffi ”‘ ty ' ’T”, “ C ° mmen “ d with th * lowing sentence 

n Meer Jaffier s own hand:—I swear by God. an J the Prophet of G.h] to -iUffi- 

by the terms of Uus treaty whilst 1 lave life" It is entitled. « Treats, m t 

with the Admiral and Colonel Clive" (Sal,ut Jung Belrauder), and cmifiTrf 

twelve articles. an,l a thirteenth, railed an additional article The firs, eg I 

"imply agree.*, comply with - w hatever articles w“ d , ^ 

<*f dmm” wiu. ♦! v t t. o • i w r ujton in the turn* 

mieTof tl V i S,mlJ ‘ ll, D<mlalL 11,e «“»•« article is, -The cue- 

Article m 'c ' ' m ‘ T Wl,etl ' lT the >' iudiaus or Eure^ans" 

conhscutos to the English all the effects and feetories of the French 
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:n Bengal, Bdmr. and Orissa, and engages never more to ,j: allow them any more a h i:m, 
to settle in the three province ' Article |V„ V., V L, and VI i give «'-"tn[Hertsa- 
iiou rvs follows:—To the O mi puny for losses, and the maintenance of forces, one 
ararc uf rupees '£1,0011,000); to the English inhabitants hi Calcutta, fifty Irue* • l fe* BT " r V! 
of rupees (£500,000 ■ to the Uentooff, Mussulman-. anti otlver subjects of 
Calcutta twenty Ims (£200,000); to the Armenian inliabitatita seven lues 
£70,000) Article Ml.I, given to the Company all the land within the Mnb- 
ratta Ditch belonging to zemindars, and also 600 yards without the ditch. 

Article IX. converts [ill the land to the south of Calcutta, as fur as Culpre into 
a zemindnry and gives it to the Company* subju. t. however, to the jmyinent 
of revenue in the same manner as other Zemin dam Article X. engages to pay 
for the maintenance of any English troops whose assistance may !.* demanded ; 

Article XI , not to erect any now fortificatioiw, bdow ITuoghl v. near the Ganges; 
and Article X11 . to pay the aforesaid stipulated duins on being establish ad in 
the government of the three provinces. 

The thirteenth, ur additional article, is the cmuiter-obligntioit, in which, " Tim 1 i-Vdii ' 

finny’i 

condition that Alear Jaffier Khan Behander shall solemnly ratify, confirm by «™irr 
oath, and execute all the above articles, we, the underwritten, do r on behalf of 
the HuiiLHimble East India Cotu|«;uy, declare on tlje duly Gospel®, and before 
God, that we will assist Moot Jntficr Khan Bebauder, with all our force, R 
obtain the soubahsliip of the province of Bengal, Behnr, and Orissa- and further, 
that we will assist him to the utmost against all hia enemies whatever as soon 
as he calls upon us for that end; provided that he, on his coming to he nabob, 
shall fulfil the aforesaid articles.' This article, as well as the treaty was signed 
by Admiral Watson. Mr. Drake, governor of Calcutta Colonel Clive, Mr. Watts 
Major Kilpatrick, and Mr. Bee her, one of the members uf council Had there 
been no objection to it m any other respect, it is strange how it never occurred 
to them that in engaging to employ nil their force to obtain the soubaludiip for 
i creature of their own, they were usurping the sovereign rights of the Mogul 
emperor, and pledging themselves, if he resisted or resented their interference, 
to wage open war against him. This oversight is the more remarkable, because 
the treaty, on the face of it, recognizes the emperors supremacy 7 . Meer -lather 
designates himself "servant of King Aluingeerf 1 and the date of the deed is 
'■the fourth year of the reign. ' What rigid then had Meer Jaifier to rule over 
provinces to which, even if lie bad been the next heir, instead of being a 
stranger hi blood, his title would not have been valid until confirmed at Delhi i 
and wtmt right could like representatives of a body of English merchants have, 
not only to sanction his usurpation, but solemnly pledge themselves “ to assist 
him to the utmost against all his enemies whatever'" No answer can he given 
that will bear a moments examination; but it is needless, when so much of an 
extravagant nature was done, to dwell on u matter which, in the now degraded 
condition of the llogtd empire, may possibly have been regarded as mere punctilio. 
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x.b vsr. The private treaty, though it appears to have been nn a (ter-thought* was 
probably regarded by some of the parties as the more important of the two. 
In a passage, quoted above, Clive mentions, in a letter to Mr. Watte, that “ as 
'truly with to any gratuity the new nabob may l>estow on the troops, it is left to his 
generosity. ’ A more mercenary spirit was afterwards developed A gratuity 
to the army and navy only had been first proj.osed; but, when the matter was 
discussed in the select committee, Mr. Becher, one of the members, suggested 
that, “as they had set the machine in motion, it was reasonable and proper that 
they should be considered” The hint was sufficient; and it was resolve,!, a* 
Clive describes it in a letter to Mr. Watts, that, instead of trusting to Meer 
Jnffier's generosity, his " private engagement should be obtained in writing to 
make them (the committee, in which you are included;, a present of twelve 
l.u> of rupees, ami a present of forty lacs to the army and navy, over and above 
wlmt is stipulated in the agreement. This engagement formed the subject of 
the private treaty, and by means of it enormous sums, while they still continued 
to be misnamed presents, were regularly constituted ns debta It will be seen, 
as the narrative proceeds, that there was a third treaty of a very singular 
description. 

lrw,t,es - signed by Meer Jaffier, arrived in Calcutta on the 10th of June. 
and two ,kys afWr - the troo P s Cloned there, together with 150 sailor* from 
the squadron, were proceeding up the river, in a fleet of 200 boats, to join the 
main body under Clive at Chandemagore. The danger of delay was manifest. 

A plot to which so many were privy could not be effectually concealed. The 
soldiers, both at Calcutta and Chandemagore, begun to talk of it openly; and Omi- 


chund, who from the 
first had a leading 

, D 

share in its manage¬ 
ment, had threatened 
to divulge it to the 
nabob, unless his si¬ 
lence was purchased 
at an enormous cost 
The nabob's own sus¬ 
picions were aroused, 
and his first impulse 
was to attack the 
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descended from menace to entreaty, and made s>vertares fur an i^ommodatlou *t> itj?. 

J o tills Meer Jaffier assented, and, during Jt visit which the nabob paid to him, 
swore upon the Koran that ho would neither join nor give ajvdstkanoe to tin 1 
English This was of course in direct contradiction to the oath of the treaty: 
bat Mi.-or Jaffier kid no scruples., and was ready to commit any amount of perjury 1 
when any tiling could be gained by it, The nabob it. it sO secure after this recon¬ 
ciliation with liLs paynmstergeneml, that on the 15th he sent a letter fci> Clive, 
inveighing bitterly against the treachery manifested by Air Watts, whom om- 
scioue guilt alone had forced to flee, Suspicion,' lie said, ‘ that some trick was 
intended, had been the real cause which induced him to keep Ms nnny so long 
at Plossey: hut Grid run! the Prophet would punish those by whom the treaty 
was violated’ -Vs soon as he had thus committed himself to hostilities, he 
ordered the whole of his army to assemble forthwith at their former encamp 
mart at Pln-ssey, and also wrote M Law, who had proceeded with his soldiers 
Tin (further t han ftajumabal. to join him with the utmost expedition. 

Tiro nabob's message of defiance in rust have passed another which Clive, "ti et,*,,', ,tm- 
commencing his march, had addressed to him After enumerating nil the rrmw 
grievances, real and imaginary, to which the English had lraea subjected by the 
nabobs caprice, violence, and perfidy, be announced that be bad determine'1 
with the approbation of nil who are charged with the I 'onipnny's affairs, t-- 
proceed immediately to Cossimhajuir, and submit their disputes to the arbitra¬ 
tion uf Mecr Jatfier, Koydullub, Juggut Seat, anti others of bis great men; that 
if it should appear he (dive deviated from tire treaty, he then swore to give up 
all further claims; but that if it appeared his excellency had broken it. lie should 
lie n, demand satisfaction fur sill the lusses sustained by the English, and all 11 1 -■ 
charges of their army and navy. He added, in conclusion, "that the rains 
being so near, and it requiring many days to receive an answer, lie found it 
necessary to wait upon bim immediately.” i’Uve, in quitting Chondfimagare. 
left only 100 sailors to gnrrison it, and sat out at the head of about 3000 men. 
of whom SOO were Europeans. The artillery consisted of eight aLx-pounders 
and a howitzer. Bold as lie was, he would not have ventured to commence [iB tnafkl1 

from i ":i4n- 

o|ieimtiuns with this force find lie not trusted to the promise of Meer Jaffier 
to join bim. With great anxiety, therefore. he continued Ida march day by 
day while Meet Jollier, nut only did not make his appearance, but returned 
ilo answer tu repeated messages which were senL to bim. It was not until the 
37th. when the army had advanced far on its way, and, by means uf n detach¬ 
ment sent forward under Onptma Coote, had captured the town and fott of 
Cut wall, situated fit the confluence of the Hsdjeowi&h the Bhagnruttec, that 
the first letter from Sb.-er Jollier arrived IC content- were very unsatisfactory, 
fur, instead of announcing bis approach to form the promised junction, it siioke 
in rather ambiguous terms of the reconciliation with the jxaljob, and the oath 
by which he had bound himself not to take part against him. Meer Jn filer 
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of course declared that the whole wan. on hi* part, a trick, by which he hoped 
to lure the nabob more easily to his ruin; but when, on die 10th, another letter 
arrived, in which he gave only the vague intelligence that his tent would be* 
either on the left or the right of the army, and excused himself for not being 
more explicit, because gnards were stationed on all the roads to intercept all 
messages, Clive’s suspicions were thoroughly roused. Meer Jaffier either 
meant to deceive him. or had miscalculated Ids strength. On either supposition 
further advance was perilous in the extreme. 

I ho light in which matters no%v appeared to Clive is evidenced bv a letter 
written to the secret committee, on the same day on which that of Meer Jaffier 
was received:—" The party 1 sent has taken Cutwah town and fori Both are 
strong. Notwithstanding which, I feel the greatest anxiety at the little intel¬ 
ligence I receive from Meer .Jaffier; and if he is not treacherous, his sang froi<L 
or want of strength, will, I fear, overset the expedition. I am trying a last 
effort, by means of a Brahmin, to prevail upon him to march out and join us 

1 have appointed Plassev 
the place of rendezvous, and 
have told him at the same 
time, unless he gives this or 
some other sufficient probf 
of the sincerity of his inten¬ 
tions, 1 will not cross the 
river; this, 1 hope, will meet 
with your approbation. 1 
shall act with such caution 
as not to risk the loss of our 
forces; nnd whilst we have 
them, we may always have 
jt m our power to bring about a revolution, should the present not 'succeed 
I bey say there is a considerable quantity of grain in anil about this r.lace. If we 

~ 7? ° r ,‘ en ” u> " n<ls . -nty maintain our situation during 

the nuns, which will greatly distress the nalob; and either reduce him to term* 

winch may be depended upon, or give tut time to bring in the Beer Bhoont 
Knjnh. Mahnitta* or Ghari-u-diu I desire you will give your sentiments 

£ ',T U 1 1 "“ U,J aCt ' !f ^ <*“ give us no assistance” 

. * “ d ; udel ' lsion tllus «presse,l were not produced by a mo- 

meutary ft of despondency for on the 21st of June, two day, after ttepatehing 
the above letter. Cl.ve, unable to satisfy himself as to the course which it was 
expedient to pursue, or decide it on his own responsibility, held a council of 
nr, and submitted to it the following question:—" Whether, in our present 
situation without assistance and on our own Wtom. it would be prudent to 
‘ the nabob; or. whether we should wait till joined by some country 
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[www?” The ocmncil comas bid of sixteen members, of whom iime voted the 
jitlirmntivti. mul sev* m tile negative, The former wlls thus carriedt Clive not 
only voting with tins majority, but len din g 
bis influence to secure it by violating the 
ordinary routine, and giving kb own 
opinion first, Irnd^ad of beginning with the 
youngest officer. Eyre Coote, who kail 
nlrend}’ given proofs of the military genius 
which afterwards made him famous in 
Indian warfare, *tor>d at the head of the 
minority. To nil appearance, Surnjuh 
Dow kill was now sofa, at least from the 
.tf nspiracy whk-h was to have diacmiled him , 
in order to make way for Mecr Jutfier, anil 
tb j ny;i3 was not to l>e revolutionized till 
one of its own petty rajahs could usurp the 
government; or one of the most worthless 
viziers who had ever held ofiitie at the court of belli! could be bribed to mingle 
in the plot i or the Com piny, in despair of accomplishing their object by other 
uiemis, should resort to tie miserable alternative of leaguing with the Mzhiattas. 
But though the majority of the council of war had voted as Clive had in a 
manner dictated, by anticipating instead of waiting to receive their opinion,, he 
wii* not himself satisfied The arguments of Conte had not been lost upon 
I dm, and within an hour after the couitoii i' roke up. the army received orders 
to be in readiness to start next morning. This change of opinion in Clive is 
iviid, by Ur me, to have been produced after an interval of deep and solitary 
meditation. in an adjoining grove. It must, indeed, have been an anxiotts 
moment; for, even after the absurdity of stopping where lie was had become 
rip parent, he could not act in opposition to his own previously declared con¬ 
viction and the decision of the council of war without feeling how immensely 
he had added to tils responsibility. 

The hazards which the army was now about to run were of the most 
formidable description- It was occupying the town of Cutwah, and could not 
retell the nabob's army without passing into a large flat which, from being 
nearly inclosed by two turns of the Ganges, was known by the name of the 
island of Oisdmkizur. Between it and the army nm it deep and rapid river, 
the passage nf which, had the enemy known how to use- his advantages, might 
have Item successfully disputed or. at all events, could not have been effected 
without Odious low This obstacle overcome, the peril of the position wu 
indefinitely increase I Retreat was impossible, A body of troops not excelling 
3000 was about to encounter an army of not less than 50,000 infantry and 
181HIO cavalry, in a position where, if a reverse was sustained, not a man would 
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a.d.17 *t, escape to tell the tale, The river WAS crossed without opposition, and nliortly 
After ci letter arrived fhm .\foer JaJlier, giving notice of the nabobs movements, 
und suggesting the possibility of taking him by surprise; but. in other respects, * 
so far from sutMwtury, that Clive immediately sent back Lite messenger who 
'•Mriha* broil ^ ,E Sl with the answer ' that he should mardi to Hft$ey without deky 

!'i jkij, and would the next morning advance six miles further to the village of Daud- 
jjorei but if Meer Jaflitrr did not join him there hv would make peace with the 
nabob. 1 According to Meer JnfiJers information, the nabob had arrived at 
Al iinearra, a village six miles south of Consi ns bazar, intending there to entrench 
htmft df and wait the event This information proved false; for when Clive 
arrived at Plaswy, at one in the morning, after a fatiguing march of fifteen 
tidies, the continual sound of drums, clarions and cymbals which always accom¬ 
pany the night watches of ;ui Indian camp, told him that the nabob's army was 
riot a rude distant The intention to encamp at Muncarra had been formed in 
the belief that Clive would advance immediately softer the capture of C ut w a h; 
Ijiit from circumstances already explained. Ids movements not having been so 
mpi'i as was expected, tlie nabob quickened his own (Mice and arrived at Plflaaey 
in fore him Naturally of a cowardly disposition, and surrounded by treachery, 
ot which the evidences could not have escaped his notice, the nabob became 
more and more desponding as the danger approached, On the evening of his 
arrival, his a t tendants hail gone mit, one by one, to say their usual prayers, at 
the time oi sunset. Eying at the time absorbed in his own glciomy reflections, 
he was not aware that they had left him alone, till looking up he perceived a. 
mmi who had secretly entered the tent, probably to steal Starting up. and 
calling loudly for Ids attendants, he exclaimed— " Surely they see me dead' 1 
j n the immediate vicinity of Plassey was a grove of mtngo trees planted 
i hv j in regular rows, and extending about 800 yards, with a breadth of 30ft ]: 
was inclosed by a alight Lank, and a ditch nearly choked up with weed* ami 
brambles, and slanted with its west side along the bank of the river, which was 
distant at the southern extremity 200 yank, and at the north not more than 
fifty. At a abort distance north of t hr grove was an entrenchment, which 
Jteydulhik while encamped here, had thrown up It sire tidied for about 1Q0 
yards from the twin k of the river, in a line nearly parallel to the north ride of 
the grove, and then diverging to the north east, was continued in that direction 
tuf about three miles The nabob’s army WAS encamped within this entrench- 
ijicitt. ancl began at daybreak, on the 2$d of June, to issue from various 
in S s aTl! l advance towards the grove. His artillery consisted of forty to fifty 
pieces of cannon, moat I v of the largest calibre: Several of them were mounted 
on a redoubt constructed in the entrenchment, in tJie angle formed by the 
change in its direction; four of them n the hank of a large tank about !K>U 
Aards south of the redoubt, under forty Frenchmen, headed by one Sin fray; ami 
two on a Line with the tank, and dose to the river. The rest of the artillery', 
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reserved iu [iccijiripuy tin.' army ih its movenicaiLi, wux placed on machines, a.d. 1757 
I'Eidi forming 31 kind rd stage, about six feet high, and large enough to contain — 
n cannon with its auniiumkion, and the gunners required to manage it Even' 
machine wan drugged along by forty to fifty yoke of white oxen of the largest 
MJ5r. and attended, moreover, by an eleplmnt trainod to assist at difficult tugs 
hv shoving with hits forehead, Behind the posts occupied by Sinfray, and the 
two cannon near the river, Meer Madden, the son of Mdmn Lull, was stationed 
\idth 5<MH) home and 7000 foot. The rest of the army, consisting of separate 
minpaet masses, formed an immense curve wliirii commenced at n hillock of 
ttii&j situated with nut the entrenchment, about 300 yards east of the redoubt, **&**“» 
ttnd terminated about half a mile east of the southern angle of the grove- The 
artillery, two. three, and four pieces together, were stationed at the different 
openings between the columns in the curve. Clive Imd fixe I his head-quarters 
at a hunting-house of the nabob, situated a little north of the grove, on the 
lumk of the river, and, having ascended to the roof, purveyed the vast host in 
K]il«tdtd array 1 lemming him in on eveiy side, except that towards the river. 

At first, to show the enemy bow unable they were to intimidate him, be atari- 
'loned the shelter of the grove, and draw up his little army in front of it m n 
tine fating the tank, The battalion Occupied the centre, while the sgnpys in 
two equal ill visions former! the wings. Three of the fidd-pietvs were placed on 
f -'ic right, and three on the left ot the Ijattnhon; the other two field-nieoea and 
the howitzers were advanced about 200 yards in front of the left wing. At 
■ igdit 11 clock the first shot was fired by the enemy, and a distant cannonade was 
kept up fur some time, it produced 110 result, and Clive again placed Ids men 
under die shelter of the grove This apparent retreat elated the enemy, who 
rnnv, advancing nearer, fired with great vivacity, though to very little purpose, 
for the troops remained quietly seated among the trees, while the artillery, 
sheltered behind the bank, continued the cannonade. Though Clive bad dmwn 
up in line ot buttle he had no intention of bringing on a general engagement 
He knew the advantages which night w ould gi ve him j and hence, in accordance 
with Liis original d^ign, it was resolved at eleven uclock, after re o suiting bis 
officers, to continue the cannonade during the day, and attack the camp at mid- Onwu,-. 
night. After this resolution his porsorial presence was less necessary, and he tabular- 
rcLined into hie quarter to snatch an intend of rest He hod loin Jowm. and ^ a '^- 
is said to have been fust asleep, when Major Kilpatrick sent to inform him that 
lie hull a good opportunity of firing the tank which Sjnfmy occupied, and was 
about to advance lor that piuqicese with two companies of the battalion and twu 
fmld-piecea Clive started up, and running to the detachment stopped it, at the 
*miu Lime reprimanding the major for acting without orders- He soon perceived, 
however, that the proposed attack ought to be executed, nnd placing himself at 
the head of the detachment, found Little difficulty in driving nut Sinfray and hU 
Frenchmen, and obliging them to retire into the redoubt 
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ui it." A great ckingf? Imd taken place hi the condition of the enemy, an*\ the 
victory. win eh C live had not ventured to anticipate before midnight, was a 1 Mint 
to l>e forced iijhul him before tlsc day closet]. As the enemyV iiiiiiiiuTiiti'iii lay 
^^SL* ex \ io< "' 1 ™ tlie Uiadunc*. partial explosions of it were repeatedly beard during 
1: l |jl ,1TL - timnonadk A .still more serious misfortune befell it at noon, when n heavy 
rhli of rain rendered a great pert of the powder utel&b The tire from the 
tnauhinea immediately slackened Xnr wm this the nabob's only misfortune. 
For. about the very time when the ammunition failed, Meer Mnddete the beat 
and unfit faithful of hb officers, was brought into his tent mortally wounded by 
a cannon-ball. and died in Ins presence, after Uttering a few words expressive of 
hiis own loyalty and tin; want ol it in others. The nsljob hud hitherto remained 
in his taut, beyond the reach of danger, alternately yielding to his fears and 
buoyed up with sissuranees of victory. He now tost all sdf-command, and 
under the influence of terror and despair sent for Sfeer Jaffier. Ah srxin as lie 
arrived, the mrittK throwing liis turban on the ground, implored him in the name 
■ T All Venlv Khan, the brother-i h-Ihw of tlie one ami gmnilfether of the other, 

io ibrgive the past and become the defender of hh life and li.. Moer Jnfitar 

t ea■ lEly promised sill that was asked of Jam. and immediately proceeded to com- 
l^lete Ills treachery, first by sending :> message to Clive, in lb ruling I dm of what 
luul passed. and urging him either to an instant or a nocturnal attack on the 
ramp; find secondly, by urging the nabob to recall 3ii^ army witldn the entreudi- 
mt nts, and renew the engagement on the following day, 'Flirt message to Clive 
was not delivered, as the messenger was afndd to proceed with it during the 
cannonade; hut the treacherous advice, bucket by the influence of Roydtdlub, 
another of the leading conspirator was, sifter some demur, adopted, and the fetal 
order was issued to retire within the camp, Molmn Loll, who was probably 
aware of the motives which die hi tel the advice, and foresaw the inevitable am- 
sequences, at first refuser] to oW, and allowed that the very attempt to retire 
would spread an universal panic, and throw the whole army into rorifnamn. 
His remonstrances, however, were mmvailing ; and the preparations for retiring 
were immediately perceived in the almost total cessation of the cannonade 
*m the part of the enemy, the yoking of the hulm of oxen to the unwieldy 
machines. «nd a gradual retrograde movement of the whole army. It was at 
tins stage that Clive hod been arouaed by Kilpatrick a message. 

w& wa^fioin il timk, m.,- pnrtkn ui 

the nnljoba army stationed furthest to the south-east was observed to linger 
l«idiind the rest, and even advance in the direction of the grove, Tlie movement 
wn^ at first misuriderstocid, and dive having sent n detachment to oppose their 
lurther progress, some execution won done before it wm ascertained tliat the 
trxipM acting so suspiciously were those of Jleer Jnffier, who laid now at hi*t 
thrown off the iimdv, anti openly declared himself Had the feme of the battle 
Imm ii any longer doubtful. JufRer's conduct would have decided it Clive, when 
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-itL-ri:' certain that he could calculate on the neutrality if not the co-operation of ad.itj? 

;l large jmirt of the army opposed to him, determined on a vigorous effort, and 
:arrtttl ut once both the redoubt tu which Sitdruy bud retired, and tlie com¬ 
manding hillock immediately to the east of it By five o'clock the British force 
was within the entnmehmeni, and in possession of the camp The nabob, on 
being made acquainted with ileerjnffias desertion ami the British advance, 
mounted n camel, find Hctl ut its utmost pice, accompanied by about 2(100 
horsemen. With ins departure all idea of resistance c&ASed, and nothing re- 
THAI tied but to reap the fruits of the victory. Tlie soldiers who had gained it, 
seeing the baggage of n whole camp lying before them, were naturally relnc- 
t-mt to leave it nnpl unde red, but on Ixang promised, a donative, received the 
under to advance with aednmation. The pursuit, continual for about six niAjnumiL 
miles, brought them in the evening to Daiidpore. The loss of the victors hi 
killed and wounded was only seventy-two; that of the vanquished was also 
trifling, and is computed by Clive himself at not more than 500. The victory 
thus feebly contested on the one hand, and won imcxpoctedly. ulrooet without 
no effort, on the other, was m its results the most important that had been 
gained in India since Europeans first landed on its shores. It founded the 
British empire in the Bust 

On the evening of the buttle Ateer Ju flier, who had remained encamped in cm™ 
the neighbourhood, sent a message to Clive, congratulating him on his success, & 

?md on the following day feet him by appointment at Da ud pore, Conscious 
how dilatory and even suspicious his conduct bad been, he was not free from 
nusgivings as to the manner in which lie would be received, and hence, when 
on his approach the guard drew up and rested their anus to pay him the usual 
honours, he mistook the compliment, and supposed it to be a signal for his 
destruction, Clive, seeing his alarm, fa ion renssurud him by hastening forward 
to embrace him. and salute him Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. But it 
was no time for idle ceremony, and 51eer dnlfu r after a short delay proceeded 
to the capital to complete the victory by the capture nf Suniydj Dowlah 
and bis treasures. This dastardly prince was still in his palace; and Imd 
given out that, lie intended to defend himself to ihe lust. It was plain, how- 
ever, from his conduct, that he way only meditating flight. On the morning 
after tiit- buttle he sent off the inmates of his seraglio with fifty loaded ele¬ 
phants, and Wfts only lingering behind till the darkness of night should favour 
his escape. His preparations were not completed when the news of Meer 
Jaifier's arrival told him he had not a moment to lose. Hastily assuming the 
dress of a menial. ami carrying a casket of ins most valuable jewels, he slipped 
out at n window, accompanied only by hb favourite concubine and an eunuch. 

At the ftfdoce wharf he entered n boat which had been previously ph'jiared, and 
\ms carried up tile river at a rapid rate 

Meer J n flier was not informed of the nabobs flight till midnight, and mime- 
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ap !tjt^ dlately sent parties in pursuit Being thus fnistroted in his design uf scoring 
1 1 2 '- P^^rson c5f hi* hit* 1 nutter, lie made sui\ of the next most, important object 
by taking p issession of Ms treasury. The whole value found in it amounted 
* ul ,V to loOlte of rupees or £1,S0U,UUU sterling, though Mr. Watts bad with 
*T'"' Ia ’ 3 W aIar evimvagance estimated it at twenty-four crorea, oe £24,000,000 The 

c\ly metwwlule remained m oonfuaiou; but tie gradnaJ approach of Clive with 
Ida army prevented any attempt at msurreution. He arrived within a abort 
distance on the 25 th, but did not make his entrance till the 2Elth. He was 
escorted ly 201} of the battalion and 30C sepoys* and established his quarters in 
u palate specious enough to accommodate all the troops that came with Idm 
Mr Watts and -Mr. W ilLhIj, with 100 sepoyS, had been sent forward on the 23th 
nT| d hail spent the interval in ascertaining the xtnte of the treasury, and endea¬ 
vouring to make arrangements for payments of the sums which Meer J a flier 
laid promised, but which it was now very apparent he had not then the mums 
ol discharging By the public and private treaties he Lad incurred obligations 
to the amount of ,£2,750,000, whereas his treasury, if drained of its last rupee, 
would yield only X ]„u00 f 000. Nor was this eJL Iii addition to the stipulate'1 
Htrnm, in unease presents were expected Of these no loss than Xltit 0*00 were 
destined for Clive, £80,000 fbr Mr Watts, £30*000 fur Mr. Wateh, £30,0(10 for 
Major Kilpntrick, an<l £20, IKK) lor Mr. ScraftotL The iincoptuiLc of such pre- 
seiitd. under the clrtumstonces, and after the state of the treasury was known, 
deserves no better name than extortion. Even a worse name might be used 
f ir it afterwards appeared that Meer Joilier in making them Was under the 
impression tlrnt he lsad purchased an influence which might enable him to escape 
torn the obligations lie had contracted to the Company and to other parties. 
Nwj^n Ctive, immediately sifter his entrance, proceeded to the nabobs palace, where 
on.jherr, , Meer J ufher and all the great officers of the city were waiting to receive Mm. 

I hi L truism id or throne stood in the ball of audience unoccupied* for Meer 
Jaiher, sifter the first salutation, retired to a di lie rent part of tbe bait sis if 
desirous to si void it. Clive perceiving this, took him by tbe hand, led him to it. 
and placed him upon it, This done, he made obeisance to him as nabob in tin? 
ususd ibnnBj and having presented him with & plate of gold rupees* addressed the 
great officers through an interpreter, congratulating them on the gixxl fortune 
wdiieh had given them ho excellent a prince in exchange For si despicable tyrant 
I lie hint was sufficient, and all the person* present imitated Clive s example bv 
doing homage and presenting gold The following morning the nabob returned 
Clive's visit, and at once opened the subject which he knew to be nearest the 
hearts of both of them — -the obligations ho had undertaken, smd his present 
inability to pay them. It wjlk agreed to refer the matter to the Scats, t" whose 
house they forthwith proceeded, attended by Watts, Serafton, Meermi, the 
nabobs son and Roydulluib. Omiclnmd. who was attending, followed* under 
LJ|L ' inipivsslon thsit lie stood high in Clives estimation, in consequence of the 
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important port which he bod played in the revolution, A suspicion that some 
thing was wrong must have pagped through his mind when, instead of being 
invited to the carpet at the conference with the Seats, he was Aft to find a 
place for liimsustT in the outward part of the ball The cause of this treatment 
must now bo explained 

While the conspiracy for the overthrow of Surajah Dowlah mu in program, 
Umkhund naturally expected ail ample compensation for his services. He had 
suffered heavy loss from the plunder of Calcutta, and great injustice fri.nn the 
servant-: of the Company, who hud imprisoned him on suspicions, which if not 
groundless were never substantiated, and yet he bad voluntarily taken lip his 
residence at Moorshodnhud, and become the uvrst active agent in u conspiracy, 
wld'-li. had h been discovered, wuidd have Cust him his life. When the form 
reward is used in its ordinary moral senne, to designate what h due to merit, it 
is impossible to say that he deservedanything. Conspiracy, whatever be tl ■ 
ton li which it assumes, is a crime; and the conspiracy in which Omichund took 
so active a jjart was carried out with a very large amount of treachery am t per¬ 
jury, and for the most pirt from mercenary motives Still Oraiehimd was no 
worse than his feUOfw-cv»nspirators ; and therefore, while the fugitive governor 
of Calcutta and the other members of the select committee were putting in 
claims tor tens of thousands on the ground, as one of them expressed it, that 
‘"they had set the machine in motion, why should he, who had been so 
instrumental in keeping it going till the work was finished be blamed for 
setting an extravagant value on Ida services? He is said to have asked a coni’ 
mission of five per cent on all the sums found in Surajah Uowkih'a treasury. 
\\ hen lie made this dairn, be gave a significant hint, or rather uttered * 

■ hivet me once, that if it were not granted he would compensate liim.se If by 
divulging the oouspiracy. It is doubtful It' he ever made the menace in the 
serious sense in which Mr. Watts interpreted it, and most improbable that he 
would ever have given effect to it, as Lie wo& too acute not to perceive that 
Surajali Dow!ah a overthrow was inevitable, and that therefore the ultimate 
effect of Creaking with the conspirators would lx his own rain. Be this as it 
may* when Mr Watts returned the public treaty, as finally revised, and con- 
taming un article stipulating n payment of thirty Inca (£300,000) to Omichund, 
the select committee could scarcely find terms strong enough to express their 
abhorrence oi his rapacity, and their virtuous Indignation at Ids threatened 
treachery. It was dangerous fo expunge the article altogether, its in that 
iwse Omldbund might he tempted to do his worst; and it appears fo have 
litwn suggested, that as a kind of compromise the sum should be reduced from 
thirty to twenty lacs It was reserved for the mind of Ulive, ever fertile in 
expedients* to suggest a plan which would at once keep Omichund faithful to 
tl*e conspiracy, and punish him for his real or fancied treachery, 

Besides the public and private treaties above exp tamed, there wax, ne lias 
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been already hinted, a third treaty, of a very ajngtJar description. It wits, in 
fact, it duplicate of the public treaty, with one very important difference. It 
contained on article giving twenty lacs of rupees to Oimdurnd. Exterually 
this duplicate had all the appearance of an original, and to shown its such to 
Gmichund, to satisfy him that Ids Interests had not bo n neglected The pre¬ 
paration of this duplicate was the plan which Clive hud devised. To dLslingutdi 
It from the other, wtich alone was to receive effect as the genuine treaty, il 
wns written on red paper* hut nil the signatures were genuine, with a single 
exception. Admiral Watson refused to put his mime to a elen?tinient which he 
knew was only to lie used for the puip of perpetrating a fraud The honour¬ 
able feelings. which dictated this refusal might have made the select eonunittee 
|muse; hut having gone *o tar they were tint now to he deterred by ordinary 
obstacles, and the admiral's signature was forged 

The deception practiced on Uiuicliund by the substitution of a liilse for a 
gfinuinfi treaty was completely successful Though himsei I" full of wiles, he wa& 
so firm a believer in English honour, tlud we have seen him vouching for it 
Lo Sunyah Dowlah with a solemn oath. How, then, could he suspecl that 
the representati ves of the Company had combined to cheat a Hindoo by palming 
[i|H>u him a document which they knew to he tainted both with fraud and for¬ 
gery? He went accordiugly tij the Sent-, in the full belief that no individual 
had si more direct interest than himself in the arrangements about to l.v made 
for the payment of the sums stipulated in the treaty, While seated aloof Lo 
was proluiMy too distant t" catch the purjaiLt of the proceedings, After the 
treaties were read, examined, ami acknowledged a long discussion took place 
the result of which wns, that only «uie-half of the stipulated sums dioulrf be 
l«iid immediately—two-thirds in coin, and a third in plate, jewels, and effect*, 
at a valuation; and that the other half should be paid in three years by eqmil 
annual instalments. The conclusion cannot lie better told than in the words m' 
Oiiue; 3 — 14 The conference being ended, (.'live mid Scmftoij went towards Uuii 
chuml who was waiting in full assurance of hearing the glad tiding* of his good 
fortune; when Clive said, Itvm&tvt *W to v.iuhceive Qm/Ukund;' on which 
Seraftonsaui to him in the imlostan language, ‘Qmichitml, the r&dpaver is a 
!tot* tux to kave nothin^: These Word- Overpowered him like a Hn*t at 
sulphur; he sunk back, fainting, and would Jiave fallen to the ground hud nut one 
°1 his attendants caught him in Lb arms, and carried him to his palanquin* in ’ 
which they tonrevel him to Ms !i(pc, where he reinaincil many hours in stupid 
melancholy, and Itegan to show some symptoms of insanity. Some days after 
he visited Colonel Clive, who advised him to make a pilgrimage to some pagoda, 
which lie acoMnliiLgly did soon after to a Umious one near Muuldn He went and 
returned insane, his mind every day more and more approaching to idioti c 
ami contrary to the usual manners of old age in Indoston, -still more to the 
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to finer excellence "fhb underefcandiiig, he delighted in being continually drt-'scd 
in tho inchest garments, ornamented with tin? most costly jewels, In (his stiiu- 
of imbecility, be died about n year after the shuck of ins disappoiutment-' On 
ivuding the account of the fatal effect of Clive's Jl trick, few will fie disposed to 
deny that Unite b rig] it when — admitting it to bo uncertain whether Unuclumd 
would have betrayed thee* iiapiracy, mv 'part-of his fortune wan in the paver 
nf the English, ami he haul the utmost vengeance of Jafti+ i and his confederates 
to fear — ho says, 11 as his tales and artifices prevented Sqrnjuk Dowkh from 
i lettering the representations of his most trusty servant^ who early mnqiected, 
Hiii l at length were convinced, that the English wore confederated with Jaftter, 
the 5,1)00,000 rnjiees he expected should linve 3ieen paid to him, and lie left 
to enjoy them in oblivion and contempt ’ 

Urine, while he thus expresses himself, does not say one word in reprobation 
• pf the trick itself His language nither implies tJiat he saw nothing wrong in 
it either morally or politically, and would have approved the declaration of 
Clive when Is* said, in his examination by the committee of the House ul 
Ci>natnon^ that he thought it warrantable in such it ease, and would < to it 
again a hunrlrt.l times.' Clive, la the murse of the same evidence, seems to 
■insider it sufficient for Isis own justifiention that "lie hud no interest*d motive 
ni doing it, and did it with a design of disappointing the expectations nl a 
mjuurjaus man; tluit "he thought art and policy warrants Me in defeating the 
purposes of such a villain." In judging Olives conduct on this occasion, it is 
lmt fair to view Omichund's conduct in the worst possible light, and assume 
that if LLs d eman ds had not been apparently conceded, he would have put his 
threat in execution. Tins was certainly Clives belief; for immediately after 
Mr Watts bad acquainted him with the demand and the menace, he wrote in 
answer:—" 1 have VOW lost letter, including the articles mf agreement 1 must 
■unless the tenor of them surprised me much. 1 immediately repaired to Cab 
■uttai and, at a committee held, both the admirals and gentlemen agree that 
i >mtehund is the greatest villain upon earth; and that now he appears in the 
strongest light what lie was always suspected to Ik?, a villain in groin. How¬ 
ever, to counterplot the scoundrel, and at the name time to give him no room to 
suspect our intentions, inclosed yon wilt receive two forms of Agreement - 
the one real, to be strictly kept by us, the other fictitious. In short, this 
affair etincluded, Onuchund will be treated jis lie deserves This you will 
acquaint Mcer J artier with. On the assumption, then, that Omichimd deserved 
the worst epitlu tfi here applied tu him , the question still returns, Do the menus 
employed to frustrate his intentions admit of justi Mention! — were the} in aceord- 
unoc with honour, equity, and sound policy f Sir John Malcolm undertakes to 
pmve the utiimiuttve; but his elaborate argument only shows Imw completely 
aeu] for the reputation of his hem had warped bis judgment, and blinded him 
|hr the moment to the mvessity of that g-njd faith which he himself inviolably 
vw r 
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i p 1767 . maintained, and which formed one of the brightest features in Ins own dietin' 
gTiished career. He admits that the concoction of the fictitious treaty M must 
have been repugnant to the feelings even of thOfca who deemed themselves 
romjieiled hy duty to have recourse to taidi an artifice, and that the affect 
in n -■' FTJ £ tenui nation of Omiehunds life “must make :m impression upon every well- 
■Sr,i , j , i..ni"f constituted mind;'' but still insists that, w while we give a tear to weak and 

<.talil.llUI.il!. a ^ 

suffering humanity, we must do justice to those who deemed themselves com¬ 
pelled by circumstances, and by the situation in which they were placed, to 
repress all private feeling, and even to incur obloquy, in the performance of 
their public duty.' The select committee ore thus represented, by a very extra- 
ordinary Hie)it of imagination, as actuated by the highest and purest motives, 
and .submitting with rare dMntere^teilue*w to a kind of martyrdom. in older to 
secure a great public benefit not otherwise attainable, Was it really so? When 
die tmn&iutioji Li Wired of all the extraneous matter with which Sir John 3 hi|- 
cotm lias encumbered it, it will lie seen that the only thing at stake was a sum 
of money, Twenty lacs of rupees promised by an article in the fictitious treaty 
satisfied Uiniehund, and induced Mm to remain true tv bis fellow-COUnpiratoiu 
The smut- sum insetted in the genuine treaty would of course have had the very 
same efifeet; and therefore the only question to be answered is.. Whether, in order 
to save a sum of idQO.rtilO to the treasury of the Nabob of Bengal, the represen¬ 
tatives of the Company and of British honour in India were compelled to- 
commit fraud and forgery ? It wuuld bo an insult to the understanding of ihv 
reader to argue such a question, instead of leaving him to follow the natural 
impulse of his own mind hy answering it in ihe negative, 
s irkj.j, U y must now follow Sursjuh Ltowkh in Ins flight His women, with the 

iKiki niti fifty laden elephant , were captured the very flay after their departure, at Bng- 
iS,f ' l: ' n ' wangola, a town on the right bank of the Gauges, about twelve miles north- 
east of Moorsliedai cd Pursuer* were also upon the track of the nabob, but his 
swift boat bad enabled im to out-distance them, and, but for a strange fatality 
which attended his movement* said defeated his plans, be seemed alxjut to eacape, 
Before setting out to encounter Clive he had sent a pressing invitation to II 
La w, who had immediately set out with his body of Frenchmen, and was within 
Ei few ]ii oiin march of Rujamalial, when, hearing of the disaster at Plushy, he 
deeimnl it prudent to stop, and wait for further intelligence, Had be proceeded 
he Would almost tu si certainty Lave joined the nuliob and saved him, a* there 
would Jjave been little difficulty in defeating further pursuit, and reaching 
Pat mi. Ibis was Surry ah DowllUis original Intention, as he hud reason to 
believe that the governor of Bebar reaiding there remained faithful amid the 
general dcfectmu, and would give him an asylum. He had accordingly slm|ie>l 
his flight in this direction, and arrived widioiifc interruption at Hnjaniuhjd 
Here the boatmen, worn out with their excessive exertions, were permitted t" 
l 1 *** tin- night in the boat, while the nabob and Ills two attendants sought 
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shelter ashore in u deserted garden, Ornu-s xiecount is tliai lit 1 was here* acei- 
dcnt&lly recognised ait break of day, by a person who had too good reason to 
reineiul.wr him, from having been deprived of Ids ears by hi* orders, thirteen 
months before, when at this place he 
stopped short on the expedition to 
Ihime&h. and retraced his steps to 
execute (he fatal resolution of expelling 
the English from Bengal. The native 
account is, that the person who had been 
thus mnitxeated was either a dervise or 
fiddr, and that by a singular coincidence 
the place where the nabob iionght shelter 
was the cell of this very devotee. He 
was received with much apparent hos¬ 
pitality; hut hts host, stimulated at once 
by revenge and the hope of reward, took 
the earliest opportunity of communicat¬ 
ing Ins important discovery to Meor 
Oossim, Meer Jaffiers brother-in-law, 
who was then the commander of Kaja- 
nmhjLl. His capture being thus effected, 

Suraj&h Dow kill was hurried back, 
suffering every kind of indignity consistent with the preservation of his life 
At midnight he was brought a felon tafbre Meer J&ffier, in the palace which 
st> lately was bk own. and, throwing himself on the ground, earnestly asked 
only for life. Meer J artier was or affected to be moved, and a consultation 
ensued, during which the question of life or death wns freely discussed. No 
formal deciidou was given 5 but Meer JdSer must have been perfectly aware 
til what was to follow, when lie went off b > bed leaving the unhappy prisoner 
in the charge of his son Meenm, a worthless youth of seventeen, who, having 
Irom the hrst given hts opinion for murder, win not. slow in bribing a wretch 
to perpetrate it- Surajah I iowtah had l»eeii removed to a distant eltiunber to 
await bis fate, He was not kept long in stis|>ensC:, As soon as the murderer 
mtcred sa:w >ds purpose in his looks, and \wagged a few moment-' respite to 
|>i- 3 -fom hia ablutions and Bay Ills prayers. Even this was denied, and he was 
speedily despatched by the blows of u poignant. Tn the morning lik mangled 
remains, after being exposed through the city on an elephant, were carrier! 
to the tomb of All Venly Khan, his maternal grandfather. He wits only in 
the twentieth year of ins age, and the fifteenth month of his government 
Worthless though he wus Ms tragical fate excited general commiseration, and 
the question most often have been naked. Why did not the English, whose 
influence at the court was paramount, not interfere to prevent it? Clive, 
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when [te urged iht aew tial.mU tu pros forward tu Monj’sheduliud und endeavour 
i hi-iiic the pei^on nf Sirruydi Dow In 1 1 , might have made him aware that In* 
must not touch ids life. This precaution, which mere humanity seemed v< 
dictate. lie omitted to use; it may have Lten from oversight- When after¬ 
wards referring to the subject, in n long letter AA'Indi lie addressed k> the secret 
committee of directors, he contents himself with s&yitig* 11 Sumjah Dow kb 
not discovered till some days after his flight ; however* he was ni hist taken m 
tile neightonzhood <A Rajanjalial, and brought to Hoorah ednlud on the 2d instant 
Lite at night He was immediately out off by the nabob's son, and, els it i* 
said. without the fathers know-ledge. Next morning the nabob paid me n 
visit, anti thought it necessary to palliate the matter on motives of pot lev 
J'Ki’ tiiftt Samjah Dowhiti had wrote letters on the road tu many of the jeimdurs 
of the army, and occasioned some commotions among those in his favour 1 
M Law. jitter losing the opportunity of saving Sumjah Dowlali, and hearing 
of Hi’s capture^ immediately marched back with Ids body of tnxijjH into Behar 
intending to nfter their services to Ramrumdn, the governor, who* as lie bad 
tomierly proiahted to support Sunijjdi DuAvlnb, would now, if was supposed, not 
bt disinclined to assume indejehdencc By accepting of French jLssLsLJiiict 1 anii 
forming alliances witb neighbouring duets, it might be possible not only to *vi 
die new natnib at defiance, but tu assume the offensive, and cany the war into 
the very heart of Bengal. This > huger seemed so formidable to Meet Juftier 
that lie immediately called Clive's attention to it, and urged the expediency of 
endeavouring to make prisoners of the Freudi la-lore they could reach Patna 
Tla* natural course would have been to have employed ins oaati soldiers for this 
purpose, As yet, however, though lie professed to liave been called to the throne 
by the popular voice, he did not feel bo secure o s to he able to jwrt with any of 
tiie troops on whose fidelity he could calculate, white, for very ol ivions reasons, 
it would have been madness to employ those whom he suspected. Clive east I a 
sjiav the dilemma in which he was placed, and set his mind at ease by under 
taking to send a detachment of Ma own troops in pursuit of the French. TLr 
detachment, consisting of 230 Europeans, 3fifi sepoys fifty lascars. ami lAvn field 
pieces was placed under the command of Major Coote. The baggage and 
stores were laden in forty boats, which, besides being very imperfectly ts quipped 
were not ready k> .start from Moordiedabad before the Uth of July, By this 
time the French hud got half-way to Patna, and were almost beyond the reach 
of capture The expedition, however, deserves notice for tin* remaikahie 
I’ountgc and perseverance displayed by those employed in it 

T]ie trocijKi arrived at Eujanudiid on the H)th, and the boats on the [ 1th of 
duly. Mwr Cosrim weh expected to give all necessary Assistance, but seat on ! a 
! 20 hofseiueti. who refused to proceed without two mouths' pay, arid were 
therefore left behind. Major Coote. thus thrown on his mni rmmrees, set out 
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iigiuri uu the 13th, and in five «Ijlv> ranched Hhuugu|p(rfe p si distance of dxtv-five ai* itjt 
mjliHi, Here it was ascertained that the French bud passed Patna, which is fifty- 
tivemii&s in advance, four days before. Major Coote might now )um I>een justi- 

* tui 

fit*d in abandoning the pursuit as hopeless i but he was of a diameter not to be MMn&tr, 
deterred by ordinary obstacles, and by the '21st aecoanptiahed twenty-five miles 
more, which brought 
him to Hough ir. 

The detachment had 
expected to hod a 
resting-place within 
its fort —n place 
of considerable 
strength, situated on 
a precipitous rock, 
washed by the Gan¬ 
ges ; I .nit l 1 ie gorri son, 
instead of admitting 
them, manned the 
walls, lighted their 
matches, mid gave 

such uneiptivacnl proofs of hostile intentions, that it only remained to make si 
circuit and continue the march still farther westward Coote wits now so near 
Patiui tluLt he was determined to reach it at all hazards, and was still pressing 
onward when he encountered an obstacle on which he had not calculated The 
Europeans became mutinous. It required all Coote's energy to maintain them ni< haUim* 
tn discipline A& they murmured at their harcUhipe and fatigue*. he endea¬ 
voured to shame them into their duty by putting them into the boats, while hr 
himself continued to inarch at the head of the sepoys. In this way he proceeds I 
to b'lUwri or Fttttobhu, which is within ten miles of Patna. Hitherto Rum mi 
rain, though perfectly ttwure of his upprortch, hsul taken no notice of it, hut two 
letter* were now received from him opolugudng f ir the escape of the French, 
and ascribing it to the want of timely notice It thus appeared that however 
hostile Ramiiitrains intentions might be, he was not yet prepared to avow 
them Tim Uildness of Coo tv's marcl i, with a mere handM of ino», for above 
2(K) miles through a country known to fie unfriendly, had perhaps overawed 
him. On the 2b th the whole of the detachment, ua well ns the bruits, reached 
Patna, mid took up tlieir station at the Company's factory, a qmcioiiK building, 
dtuEUd on the bulk of the Ganges, outside hut close to the western wall of the 
city. Ra mrm ra,in having nuuie himself acquaints! with the exact strength of 
the detachment, and probably also with the mutinous spirit which part of them 
had ma nif ested- now le^ disposed to profess friendship, and on frivolous 
prcHi-xts. declined to receive the visit which IW>te tuid proposed to pay him. 
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a-b 37’.:. Matters, consequently, assumed a very ominous appeanuioe Two men were 
overheard talking of a design to massacre die detachment, and, at the same 
time, t!it? conduct of tlie Europeans became so disorderly that Coote had m> 
alternative but to bring thirty of them to a court-martial, which sentenced 
them to be flogged The infliction of such a punishment at so trying a time is 
n rare example of firmness ami decision; but it must neocs-only hare weakened 
the detachment, and consequently added to the impending danger. Coote wa» T 
notwithstanding, determined to persevere in the original design of the expedi¬ 
tion, and made preparations to continue the pursuit The camp attendants and 
many of the boatmen now took alarm and decried By great exertions their 
places were Supplied; and the detachment. after reaching Dinapore and crossing 
the Sons at its confluence with the Ganges, proceeded up the right or Sottthem 
bank of the latter river, till they arrived opposite to Cbuprah. In this place the 
Company had a factory for the collection of saltpetre, winch Is made in lim'* r 
quantities in the surround mg districts It wag therefore deemed ex|>edient to 
cross over, but from the want of boats and other instance, three duvs wem 
consumed in the operation. At C hup rail Coote learned that Law's party* Uad 
reached Benares, and been favourably received by the rajah, who was dependent 
cm iSujuh Dowiah. Nabob of Oudu To have proceeded would have been to risk 
collision with this formidable enemy, and it was therefore determined to wait for 
further orders. On the 12th of Augusta letter was received from Clive, order¬ 
ing the return of the detachment to Patna, there to concert with MnEimood Amy 
Khan, Meer JafBers brother, a scheme fur wresting tike government of Eehar 
from Tbunmmiim Not a moment was lost ; and the very- next day tlie troops, 
carried swiftly down the stream by the current, landed at Patna, and resinned 
their quarters in the factory, Coote saw that the only chance of overthrowing 
Ramnamm was to assault the d tad cl, then garrisoned by 2000 men, and make 
him prisoner. The attempt whs not only daring, hut must have seemed almost 
rhspenatc; and yet Coote would have made it r had not MuIiukxhI counselled 
delay, in order to give him an opportunity of seducing the garriaoiL Before 
the result was ascertained, Meer Jsiffier, who bad suggested the deposition of 
Rammimm, became suspicious of the designs of Ids own brother, Coote was 
iiHiproBDeifn consequence recalled, and arrived with tlie detachment at Moorahedahad, on 
the 7th of Sejitcmber. The expedition thus failed of its object. Its indirect 
results. however, were important. The indomitable resolution which its coni’ 
[iiaiidcr displayed drew ail eyes upon him m one of the destined heroes nf 
Indian war&re; and, at the same time, made a powerful impression on tlie 
mindflAcT the natives, convincing them how* hopeless wonld be any attempt b» 
arrest the progress of a nation, n mere handful of whose .soldiers could thus 
wander hundreds of miles through their country, as if delving attack, ami yet 
without meeting an enemy bold enough to attempt it 

Tlie very same day on which Coote set out on Ids remarkable expedition, an 
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extraordinary scene was exhibited in Calcutta. The qxjik of Mm Jaftier’s a n itst 
treasury imvei After a variety of discussions and equivocations. 7,271 »fi6li 
rupee* in coined silver, were received, pocked iu 700 elieste, and despatched 
down tiie river in 100 bunts. A't Nuddea these were joined by all the boat# of .intuit 
riie squadron, and many others, the whole "‘proceeding with banners displayed, 
olid music sounding, oa a triumphal procession, to contra*! that in which the 
inhabitants of the Ganges hnd seen Sumjah Dowlah returning the year before 
from the destruction of Calcutta Never before/' says Gime, from whom the 
"'bole quo hi turn em mads, “ did the English nation, at one time, obtain suds a 
prize in solid money ; for it amounted f lei the mint, to £80If000 steding. The 
reference to the mint would scarcely be intelligible without the explanation that 
the 'tuned silver was not the regular cu g en cy of the country, but collections of 
coins of vjirioiiH countries, which had been hoarded up in the treasury of Moor- 
shedubinl by successive nabobs. 

The arrival nf so much money, and the distribution of it portly among those gw*™i 
whom the pillage of Calcutta had ruined, naturally diffused universal joy. , D 
Almost every family found itself suddenly raised to nfflut iv e. commerce revived, 11 Jr 
and the whole settlement gave signs of rapid and unexampled prosperity. The 
I 'e lie [its, however, were not without alloy, A most mercenary spirit was 
engendered, and, at a time when unusual generosity might have been expected, 
the meanest selfishness was unbUishingly displayed, Clive, as wo have seen, 
had not forgotten 1 tls- own interests, and had shared in the spoil to an extent 
which CaUinot eiisily bo justified, and which his most unqualified admirers must 
unite in deploring, ns it gave his enemies a handle for the charges wl I icli em¬ 
bittered his life, and probably led to the act by which it was prematurely 
terminated. It must l?o admitted, however, that iu jilt pecutuaiy arrangements 
where his comrades in arms or colleague* in council were concerned, Clive’s 
n induct was characterized by a lives sense of honour and great disinterested- 
moss, and in this respect often L.-.mtrusts honourably with their rapadousmesa. 

I ho select committee, while providing for theuiselves a most liberal cum pen 
^itioii i el tiir event of Clive’s success, were not willing to incur responsibility * 
ill the event of fail are; uud hence, after giving their express snnetaou to all pro- 
vhms proceeding*, and taking credit to themselves foi '■ setting the machine In 
inotion," addressed a letter to him, which could only lie interpreted as n mere 
attempt to reap the profit without incurring any nf the hazard. This letter 
warn written before the battle of Plassey, urn! CUve, answering it after the 
battle, Mays:— if \ cannot help thinking that laid the expedition miscarried, you 
would have laid the whole blmnr on me," Ti< another letter from the com¬ 
mittee, written the very day when the battle was fought, he thus replies:— ,fc J ' - ILP 
have received your letter nf the instant, the contents of which are so 
indefinite- and contradictory that I can put no other construction on it than 
an intent to clear yourself at iny expense, laid the expedition mwMm \d it 
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a d . 1757. put me iii mind of the famous answer of the Delphic oracle to Pyrrhos— 'A io 
te, JEucide, Romanos vinccrt posse." The triumphant result of the expedition 
saved the committee from the ungenerous course which they appear to lmve 
contemplated; but when the division of the money was discussed disputes of a 
disgraceful character arose. Admiral Watson, though not formally n member 
of the select committee, was virtually so. in consequence of the active part which 
lie had taken in all their proceedings, and on this ground thought himself 
entitled to share in the money allotted to that body. Clive, without admitting 
the strict justice of the claim, saw its reasonableness, and exerted himself to 
make it effectual; but. though he offered at once to set the example, by 
deducting his part, most of the others were too selfish to follow his example. It 
was perhaps thought that, ns the admiral had refused to damage his character 
by signing the fictitious treaty, he was compensated in reputation for the htvs 
of money. He certainly was; and it is more than probable that he himself was 
of the same opinion, when, not many days after, he received in his own |**rson 
a proof of the utter emptiness of all earthly jtossessions, and died of fever, after 
a few days’ illness. 

Mcromuy Another pecuniary dispute, which gave Clive much vexation, while it served 

military to bring out some of the better and more prominent parts of bis character, re¬ 
lated to the division of prize-money. Besides the nabob’s so-called donation to 
tlie army and navy, ns to which there could not be any misunderstanding, since 
the obvious meaning was tliut the two services ought to share it between them, 
another and the hugest present appears to have been made through Clive to the 
troops who. under him. lmd gained the victory. As the squadron could not ascend 
the river and take jwirt in the victory, it could not be denied that this present 
belonged exclusively to the troops engaged. All this was dear, but some were 
selfish enough to mnintain that by the term “troops" only soldiers should be 
understood, and that the sailors, who actually served in the expedition, had no 
claim. To obtain an equitable settlement «*f this and various other |Kants, Clive 
assembled a council of war, which was attended by officers deputed from every 
branch of the troops. After much discussion, and in the lace even of a strong 
protest made by Clive, the majority come to the shameful decision that the 
claim of the sailors who came with the expedition should not be recognized. 
Officers who had committed themselves thus far had no scruples in going 
further, and, in order to prevent the possibility of appeid against their meditated 
injustice, proceeded to vote that the division should be immediately carried 
into effect In vain did Clive represent that “the money could not be divided 
till it was shroffed, and the agents of both {parties present, without the greatest 
injustice. They still [>ersi.sted, till Clive overruled their votes, and broke up 
the council of war. So bent, however, were they on earn ing their jn>int that 
they sent him what they called a “remonstrance and protest The nature of 
its contents umv Ik* learned from Clive’s admirable answer, the principal part 
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jiI which wb^ ah- follow:— Omtlurmny—j have received 1 iotli your renioils- A li. i;jr. 
Lrnmv and protect H:ul you consulted the dictates of your own reason, those 
of justice, or the respect due to your commanding officer, 1 am persuaded sueb 
a iJUfier, m highly injurious to your own honour m officers, could never have 
escaped you. You sty you were assembled at a council to give your opinion COitf- bhu- 
about- a matter of pro}>erty. Pray, gentlemen, how comes it that a promise nf 
a sum <4 money from the nabob, entirely negotiated by me, can be deemed a 
mutter of right and property! So very far from it, it is now in mv power to 
return to the nabob the money already advanced and leave it to his option 
whether lie will {►erform lib promise or not You have stormed no town and 
tuum! the money there- neither did you find it in the plains of Phisscy, after 
the defeat of the nabob In short, gentlemen, it pains me to remin d you, that 
what you are to receive is entirely owing to the care 1 took of your interest. 

Had 1 not interfered greatly in it, you bad been left to the Company « geiie- 
rr*ity, who, perhaps, would have thought you sufficiently rewarded in receiv¬ 
ing a present of six mouths' pay: in return for which I have been treated with 
tlo.- greatest disrespwt and ingratitude; and, what- l~ ill worn 1 , you have flown 
in the- fare of my authority for overruling an opinion, which., if passed would 
have been highly injurious to ymr own reputation, and been of the worst con¬ 
sequences to the cause of the nation and the Company, This .answer, and 
the deeiidve atop of placing the officers who brought the paper in arrest, and 
pending a captain, who had acted as ringleader, down to Calcutta, opened the 
eyes of the renumd rants, Hither brought hack to a sense of duty, or alarmed 
nt finding that in selfishly grasping at too much they weiv risking the I as* of 
id] they made their submission and were forgiven 

1 hi ' 1 dispute, and various others, which, though of a less edarinnr wen- of a •-"-1 ■ ■ ■- 
very disagreeable nature, leave no room to doubt that the sudden influx of wH* 
wealth, obtained by nearly emptying the nabob's treasury, had diffused n 
mercenary and rapacious spirit among all classes, civil and military, in Calcutta 
On seeing this ltsdt i.'livo must have had sonic misgivings us to the propriety 
of the course he hod pursued, in accepting so much money f< -r himself, and 
allowing so much to be exacted by others, who could not like 1 dm plead that 
they had i suite enough to deserve it- It was, perhaps, owing to tome such 
reeling, that in his very long letter to the secret committee of the court of 
directors, dated a month after he entered Muon&hedabad, while giving very 
hdJ details ns to the money which ilt^r Juftier had bound himself to pay, and 
the insufficiency of the treasury to pay it, lie mokes no allusion to the private 
treaty in which the select committee, in stipulating for a donative to the unity 
and navy, had inserted an exorbitant donation to themselves, nor to Llie 
enormous sums which, without being stipulated, had been received in the name 
of presents, The omission could scarcely be a mere oversight: if it wan inten¬ 
tional, it is difficult to account fur it on any other supposition than that it was 
V(JL. I. f3 
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iTir a delicate subject, which it would be imprudent to mention incidentally, and 
which it was then judged premature to attempt to justify. The whole sum 
paid by ileer Juflier to individuals, including the stipulation to the army and 
navy, but exclusive of that to the Coitqjiiiy, amounted—taking the rupee at. 
the rate of exchange which it bote at the time to £1,238075 Of this Clive 
received in his capacities els member of the select committee mid rtunin antler- 
in-chief and in the form of an mistipul&ted gratuitous donation, 

^ ^ ** Tjwt eas 3 r to overrate the advantages which the revolution in Bengal 

hirflpMr. secured to the Company. The money must have been sufficient to compensate 
them fur oil their losses. Ail the land within the Mnhratto Ditch, and for a 
circuit of 600 yards without it, granted them in absolute property, must 
lutes* been, from its position, of great and increasing value, and the zemindory. 
very vaguely described as Including the country lying south of Calcutta, be¬ 
tween the lake and the river, as far as Oulpee, must, potwitlist ruling the 
reservation of the customary payments, have added largely to their revenue, imd 
still more largely to their power. The freedom of navlgatiun was, moreover, 
secured by tin; stipulatum that no forts should l>e erected on the bunks of the 
river, from Hooghly downwards; while the internal trade was set free from nil 
exactions and annoyances hy die certainty that the Cctspauy s dustuks or 
passports would no longer he liable to question, at least on frivolous grounds. 
Instead of existing merely on tolerance ns traders, the victory of Phissey had 
made them a great political power They had unmade one nabob and made 
another - and unless they were voluntarily to recede from the high position thus 
won for them, the three great provinces of Bengal, Debar, and Orissa, must 
henceforth acknowledge them aa, to sdl intents, their lords j^munount Before 
proceeding to trace the further progress of this great revolution, it will he 
necessary to return to the Carnatic, which was likewise about to become the 
theatre of important events. 
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Poidtura flf aftor? in the- Carnaljc— DpiiuHoiy warfurf—Arrival of a French HijuadrtUi—Lully, rout. 
nunilH’Winrf French forow—N*rai acuou—fsk-ge ami capture of Fort St, THvitl—til 
Tatijtm': —Sfege of Jlmirai—Preset, rOTeraCS—FonJfl in UjO Northfcri CLraua-- P-allk- of WukS*i^ 
—-Sb^s and capture of PuoiJleluFrTy—DeatruoLion of French inland t* in llm llueean. 


HE presidency of ihulms, when tiny fitted out the expedition 
to Bengal, anticipated its return before the ini]tending rupture 
between Great Britain and France should he actually declared, 
or at least in time to enable them to word off the dnngers with 
hk^iip Lath* J which they would in consequence l>e threatened In this 

iiwfttta. expectation, owing to the course of events m Bengal, they wore disappointed 
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(.'live, convinced that lit* could not servo Ute interests of tie Company 50 a.d.k*t, 
ir factually as by overthrowing Surajah Dowlab, retained all the troops which 
he had taken with him. and ventured, on his own responsibility, to disregard 
the orders repeatedly sent him to return Tims weakened by the absence of a 
large part of their forces, the presidency of Madras remained on the defensive. 

The French, in tbe meantime, were not disposed to avail themselves nf any 
superiority which they possessed. They expected the arrival of a powerful 
armament, and deemed it imprudent, while they had the project of striking 
Li tiaul Mow at all the British settlements in India, to risk toy loss, by engaging 
in partial operations. A kind of neutrality bad hence 3 een established between K«t™n*T 
the companies, and it almost Seemed as if the deduration of hostilities between ■-i.niJMJHcn 
their respective goverainent-i had only made them desirous of remaining at 
peace. This iifeLLirality, however, lieiiig only a temporizing exj^edient, the 
result not of choice but of accidental circumstances, was necessarily .->f short 
duration, It was soon found that neither part}* could safely remain on the 
defensive. The Nabob of Afoot, though now nominally in possession of almost, 
tiie whole territory which he claimed under that title, was unable to derive any 
regular revenue from it} and his British allies, who bad obtained large tracts of 
land in assignment of the debts which they laid incurred in his behalf, were 
unable to make them effectual for payment Two of the nabob s brothers, one 
in the north and another in the south, were in open revolt; and numerous 
tributaries, influenced, by their example, plainly intimated their determination 
not to pgy unless under compulsion The necessity of an immediate effort being 
thus made apparent, the presidency ordered Captain Coliiaud, commanding 
officer at Tr id duopoly, to proceed southward with all his disposable troops, to 
effect the subjugation and settlement of Madura and Tinnevelly, and sent a 
detachment northward to Nell ore. Neither expedition proved fluccesafah In tfeuibiiT 
&n attempt to storm Nellore a serious repulse was received} and the siege 
of Madam was suddenly abandoned, in order to provide fur the safety of 
Trickinopoly, against which the French, when made aware of the defenceless 
state in which it had been left, had secretly sent an overpowering force, cob 
levied on the spur of the moment by emptying Pondicherry and other places 
"f their garrisons. The measure was dexterously planned, but very indif¬ 
ferently executed, and Trichinopoly was saved by Cadiaud, who, by making 
his way into the city after the enemy supposed that they had rendered access 
to it impossible, performed the only memorable achievement in this desul¬ 
tory warfare, which, after its immediate objects bod failed, continued to be 
curried on by both rides, os if in mere wanton ness, with no advantage to 
themselves and infinite misery to the in habitants. Tlie result was, on the 
whole, unfavourable to the presidency, who, while their sources of revenue 
were dried up by Urn devastation of the country which ought to have 
furnished them, were constrained to purchase the departure of the Mahruttfu*, 
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a.d. 3 : 3 *, wlio laid mode fin incursion into the Carnatic. jmd demanded 31 large stun a* the 
Ltnrnra of dtont. 

On the 2 (-tli of February, 1758, Admiral Pococke, who had succeeded 
Admir al Watson, arrived at Madras, with the ships of war from Bengal: at id 
Admiral Stevens, exactly a month after, with four ships of the line from Bum- 
Antiriiaf a bay. This formidable squadron sailed on the 17tfr of April to the southward 
inibMdiu but the nope* which it had raised were suddenly damped on the 28th. when a 
trtimbL squadron of twelve sail, evidently French, wan descried making for the road of 
Furt St, David. It was commanded by Count d'Acbrf, and bnd on board Count 

Lntly, Jin officer of Irish descent, who, having ue- 
quire-I ilisitiiictiou in Enropeancampnignfi, had been 
'eiit out with the most extensive powers as governor- 
general of nil the French settlements iu India, 
He was accumpjmicd by the regiment 0 / Ms muiie, 
which mustered 1OH0 strong, si snuill number of 
roysd artillery, mid many officers of distinctiorr This 
aruumimt. wliich luul Jong been expected, had been 
sent out by the French government, with a strong 
mi hesitating conviction that, with the other troop* 
already collected at Pondicherry, it was destined 
to achieve a series of triumphs. In none was lit in 
conviction stronger than in Lully himself who was so impatient to commence 
1 ’pe rat 3 on^, that leaving the rest of bis ships to anchor in the vieiuitv of the Fort, he 
hastened off to Pondicherry to proctlnira Ills couunissinn, ami urge the inmic liutc 
departure 1 4 the troops ( here, with sill the necessary requisites for carrying on 
th< siege This pnj©|ntaney displayed far more energy than wisdom, and raised 
up a host of obstacles which might easily have been avoided by acting with 
r r :'i^e^ more L ” Um!K '* s ;Lr,J dditewtimu Hr hud no doubt a right to expect that the 
jLoir ,JlXst essent “l preparations had been already made, and that at. all events no 
difficulty would 1w found In procuring the mourn of transport Great there- 
.-Jr- 1 was liLs HE]r|>riso and indignation on learning that eveaything remained to 
be provided In these circumstanies prudence counselled delay; but lily res.w 
lil t ion ha-1 been formed, arid difficulties, ao for from changing it, would only 
furnish an opportunity of acquiring new distinction by surmounting them, Oa 
the very evening of his arrival 2000 men, half of them Europeans and half 
sepoy* were on the march from Pondicherry for Fort St David under the 
command of Court d Estoing. it had not even been deemed necessary to obtain 
exact knowledge of the roads or furnish provisions. The constupienee was, that 
thej went astray, and, after a night of hardship and fatigue, arrived in the 
morning in a state bordering on starvation. The billowing dav, when other 
truops ,U fM despatched, and with them artillery, stores, and I-aggago, blunders 
Still more serious were committed Without paying the least regard to the 
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feelings and prejudices uf the natives, Lully issued a general .order. iLipelling a.d, 

nil without distinction of rank or caste, to supply the want of bullocks and 
other boasts of bunleu t by becoming themselves ilrowers and camera When 
this order Was issued, the governor anil council, aware of the general ferment 
which it would produce, endeavoured to prevent the elocution, but Lully, 
ridiculing their fear', and even impugning their motives, persisted ill bh own 
reckless course. He was consequently regarded with abhorrence by the unlive 
population, who took their revenge by deserting on every opportunity, and 
rendering no service which they could possibly avoid 

While Lully was thus blundering and raising up obstacles to his own success, 
the fate of his wind- arnmim-nD was bunging in a trembling balance. The pynwfi 
British squadron, after reaching the north extremity of Ceylon, steered again 
fur the ettfist of India, and arrived off NegupatiLm on the very day when the 
French squadron wao entering the toad of Fort Si David* Continuing its 
course northward along the shore, it UO sooner c-niue in sight of the enemy than 
Admiral Pooocke threw mat the dirtlal for eliase. Count d'Aehe? did m d decline 
the challenge tints thrown out to him ; anil when come tip with, about noon of 
tile 2fti.li, wns waiting, with his ships in line of battle His squadron, dtiulnishtd 
by a ship mid a frigate wliidi had gone with Lully to Poiidkberry, hstill 
aims mted to nine sail. The British squadron consisted of only se ven saiL The 
engagement proved indecisive. After it had lasted an hour and a half the 
French sheered aft apparently not hi- flight, hut to reassemble tlieir ships, whidi 
Jiad Income scattered, and resume the action. The British, very much damaged 
in their rigging, were unable and perhaps had no great inclination to follow. 

The combatants thus parted by a kind of mutual consent The loss of the 
French during the action the more severe, and afterward.-; it was considerably 
iuertaaed, one of their ships, the Bien Aim&, of fifty-eight gums having mu 
ashore, fu consequence of cutting 1 her cable, and become a total wreck 

It was six days after the action lie Jure Count d'Aclid reached Pondicherry. «m 
The troops he bad with him were munedjutcJy lauded imd mardied off to Fort 
St, David. As the difficulty of land transport bad been greatly increased by tmid ' 
bally s rush and improvident proceedings, the artillery and ammunition were 
sent by sen, and put n shore near the mouth of tbe Peiiaar. Everything being 
now provided for the siege, operations commenced on the l Mb of Slay, by the 
erection of n battery ill the vicinity of t uddnlore. and were continued with ctm- 
ddemble vigour. The garrison consisted of 619 Etm^mans, of whom 2H0 were 
effective, and seamen taken from two frigates which had been run ashore 
when the French squadron first made its appeamnoe, and of 100ft sepoys, hiscnis, 
ami topisseH. $ueh u force placed wkliiu a fortification which, by means of 
additions and improvements, bad been rendered so complete that want id' splice 
was its only serious defect, should have been able to make a protracted defence. 

It was not so. Instead of acting on n kind of regular plan* the commander of 
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J J> 175 ’ fort seems to have contented himself with allowing the gartiaon, as Mr 
Urme expresses it, " to lavish away their fire night and day oti everything they 
r*iiw, heard, or suspected. M In this way they sustained more.- injury than they 
inflicted, for "twenty of thecarriages of their uvm guns were disabled and the 
wo ^ sa them^lves shaken.'” Thy besi^gera were thus permitted fr. pi weed 
with little interruption, By the 30th they hud advanced t-keir trenches to 
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within 200 yards of the glacis, and from twenty-one pieces of cannon and 
thirteen mortals kept up an incessant fire, with a constantly increasing superb 
ority over that of Hie defenders, who were now beginning to feel the want of 
the ammunition of which they had been so IelvIhIi at the coin men cement, when 
mt good purpose could be gained by iL It was now evident that the place must 
fill if not speedily relieved. Of this there was still some hope; Ad mir al 
Poeocke with Ids squadron was known to be on the coast; and ns ho had 

already gained some advantage 
over his opponent, it was natur¬ 
ally expected that he would not 
allow Fort St David to tall 
without a strenuous effort to 
save it. He did indeed make 
this edbrt; and after having l>een 
driven northward as fax as 
S&drass, had worked his way 
back, but with so much diffi¬ 
culty, that he only gained four 
leagues in two days. On the 
28th lie descried the French fleet 
lying in tlic road to Pondicherry; 
hut Count il Arlu ffl courage had 
cooled after Ills previous encoun¬ 
ter, and instead of accepting the 
dallenge to light, he resolved, 
with the Sanction of his captains 
and the governor anti council to 
l^ecp Ids shipi> moored near the shore under the protection of the batteries 
j^aUy. hearing of this resolution mid ashamed of it. hastened frem the siege, 

' 'ringing with him a detachment of 44)0 Europeans jlijJ its many sopors, whom 
he tendered to Count d Ac lie to serve on board the fleet 41 jc wnnt of men, ia 
consequence nt the great number of nick who were on shore in the hospital, bud 
i'ceti the only excuse for lint risking an engagement, and as this obstacle was 
Tanw removed by Lolly's oIfcr. the previous jriiKillanimons resolution was aban¬ 
doned. Count d Adie, however, though thus compelled to quit the protection 
uf the shore, had no intention to engage if he could possibly avoid it; and 
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therefore, taking advantage of the wind, steered directly for Fort St, David, ai. \-.b* 
white Admiral Pococke had the mortification of only seeing him deport without 
being able lo pursue One of his ship\ the Cumberland, sailed so badly that 
phe Operated ns a continual drag upon the others; and the whole squadron, 
l wring instead of gaining ground was obliged to give way and return northward 
to Alum pawn, When the garrison, after being buoyed with the hope of relief, 
saw Count d Aehtfs sqtuidron enter the road they at ones abandoned all idea of 
lurther resistance, and on the 2d of June hung out a Hag of trace. The capitu¬ 
lation, Lzi such terms aa the victors chose to dictate, was soon arranged, and the 
French took possession of the place. The first use they made of their conquest 
was to mifi the fortifications to the ground. Their strength was far greater 
than they had imagined, and they had good reason to congratulate themselves 
on their good fortune In having met with defenders so unskilful and pusillani¬ 
mous, tl ini ah their lavish firing killed only twenty men. The fall of Fort St 
David was immediately followed by that of Bevicotfca. which was abandoned 
by its garrison the moment the enemy were seen approaching it 

Daily, elated above measure w ith these successes, set off for Fondi cherry to 
celebrate a Tl: Deum. and fix upon the scene of hi* next conquest On this sub- 
ject there should liave been no room for doubt. He had Spared no means to 
increase his force, having for that purpose bared :JE the forts of their garrisons, 
recalled the detachment which had so long kept Trichinopoly In a state of siege 
by copying the island of Seringluun, and in spite of remonstrance voluntarily 
relinquished all the advantages which Bussy had gained, by peremptorily with¬ 
drawing him and all bis troops from the Deccan, at the very dtuu when French 
ascendency there, filter being well nigh overthrown, had again been triumph¬ 
antly established Nothing could justify Lully in die adoption of such measures 
hut the determination to strike one great mid dedrivu blow at British interests 
in t]tc Carnatic, and bonce the universal belief was that Ills next attempt would 
be to capture Madras. That presidency was, of course, in great alarm, and 
btndly engaged in preparing against a siege deemed all but certain, when the 
cheering intelligence arrived that Lolly and his arm y Lad set out in an opposite 

direction. 

After celebrating Ids triumph iu Pondicherry, Lilly turned his attention to unf*™ 
the state of the finances, and learned that the treasury was almost empty. The 
fact not only disappointed him, bat aroused his indignation, for he strongly ms- 
ported that the greater part of the ufficixiis were engaged in systematic embezzle- tiuE “ 
incut, enriching themselves by plundering their employers. Tm a man of Ids 
warm tcmporvmcnt suspicion was equivalent to proof; and he was unsparing 
in his sarcasms against the governor and council An open quarrel ensued, and 
much time was wasted in unprofitable bickering. Meanwhile the want of monev 
only became inure pressing. The troops were clamouring for their arrears of 
pay. Eow were they to be discharged, and hew could any enterprise of import- 
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aih.t> be undertaken with an exhausted treasury? hi this peqdexity an e\y»-- 
dhnt which it Wae thought might meet the necessities of the case was suggest 
In 17-11 the King of Taiijkm when attacked by Churuta Sril»iS ■. ha-1 purchas-d 
present relitT by granting him a bond for 5,000,000 rupees. This bond wns in 
pfsession of the government of Poudiikerry Why not attempt to mike \i 
available? The same kind of pressure which had extorted it from the king, 
might be uutetssfully employed to extort payment The circvimrtunees were 
peculiarly favourable, Not only were the British, to whi m alone the king 
could look for assistance, unable to furnish it, but in the fort *1 &t. David a 
prisoner hud been found whose presence ’with the army might be made to work 
effectually upon his fears, This prisoner was Gatica, the uncle of m ehiiumnt t“ 
the Tanjore throne. whose pretensions the il swims presidency, tempted by tin* 
offer of Devieotta, and other advantages, rashly undertook to support in 17-hJ. 
The proceedings, which were disgraceful to the presidency, have already torn 
detailed; and it is therefore sutfieient here to mention, as the result, that on 
finding it impossible to succeed by force, they suddenly changed sides, and made 
a sordid bargain, by which, in return fir the cession of Devi cotta by t h-- 
reigning sovereign, they not only ceased to be the protectors, but engaged to 
become the jailers of the claimant. A timely warning of what was in tench-J 
enabled him to escape; but his uncle, who managed for him , and was the more 
formidable rival of the two, was imprisoned in his stead. This was the Impirss 
individual who was now to be a tool in the hands of the French to extort 
money, in the simi* manner a> his nephew had been used by the British to 
extort the cession of a fort, 

A roving expedition to Tunjore was thus, under the influence of pecuniary 
embarrassment, preferred to the of Madras; and Lally, leaving G0Q men of his 
t>wu regiment, with 200 sepoys, to form a camp of observation between AEmn- 
pirvu and Pondicherry, commenced his march southward with the remainder of 
the army. The improvidence manifest d on bis former expedition was repeated, 
as if the lesson of a dear-bought experience had been lost upon him: and the 
troops, not only unprovided with the means of transport. but destitute even 
of necessary food, were subjected to every species of privation, in passing 
through a country of singular difficulty- Before reaching Carried to which as 
the place of rendezvous, the heavy artillery and cumbrous stores had been sent 
by sen they had crossed no fewer than sixteen rivers, several of them accessible 
only after wading through extensive flats of mud and sand They were thus 
employed during seven days, and in the whole seven hud not once received 
Et regular meal. The King of Tunjnre, now that tin* enemy had arrived in 
Iils country, had little confidence in the army which he had collected, not nnlv 
among his Own subjects, but by means of rein hirer uiviita drawn from vuriniL-t 
otlier quartern The Britiah, who should have been bis, principal resource, 
rather tan hill zed than assisted him, by sending him :i detachment <f AGO 
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sepoys, with ten European artillerymen, and 300 CoUeries, or native peons* , 1 . 1 x 175 *. 
drawn from the neighbouring poJyg&nt But if the King of Tanjore wan 
t)uable to cope with bis enemy in the open field, lie waa at least bis equal in 
diplomacy, and opened a negotiation, which, whatever might lie its issue, would 
at leu*t have the effect of procuring a respite. Lady was within sax miles of 
the city of Tonjore, when he received a message from the king, proposing that 
a conference should tie held with a view to arrange the terms of acoomniu 
JatiniL Nothing wna more aturiouaiy desired by the French commander, who b "" u * lJfifl ‘ 
probably bad begun to feel that the enterjni.se in which he was engaged was 
of very doubtful policy, inasmuch as it was only delaying the execution of 
other enterprises of far more importance In order, therefore, that not a 
moment might be lost, be halted bis army, and gent forward two deputies, a 
captain and a Jesuit, with full power? to treat Their first demand was pay¬ 
ment of the principal and interest of the bond granted to Chun da Sahib The 
king made rui offer so paltry tliat it might at once have been rejected The 
deputies, however, deemed tt necessary to report it to bally, who sent them 
[tack with a demand strangely modified. Instead of the whole sum due under 
the bond, he would accept 1,00(^000 rupees in money, 600 draught bulleeks, 
and 10,000 lbs. weight uf gunpowder. As the latter juirt of the demand wrmld 
have acquainted the king with the fitet that in the hurry of the expedition, this 
essential element of warfare had been very inadequately provided, the depot i 
more prudent than their principal, had the good ^ense to suppress it The king 
refused the bullocks, on the plausible pretext tliat bis religion did not allow him 
to supply them; hut seemed willing to increase the amount of his money offer. 

Lally, when made aware that the gunpowder had not been mentioned, dis¬ 
approved uf the prudential considers limns which had influenced the deputies, and 
sent thorn track, nut only to mention it. blit to insist ttpuft it as an indispensable 
port of the arrangement. The result was as had been anticipated, Mon&rjee, 
who was *ri]] the kings general, scouted the proposal as an insult, and the nego¬ 
tiation terminated abruptly 

bally, now anxious to recover the time tie had lust immediately mo veil Ins b»wbi4u*i 

. , . , ” uf hucUlltii* 

camp, and took possession without Opposition of the pettah or suburbs, on the 
.■^ast side of the city wall As yet. however, he was totally unprepared for 
attempting u siege. Only a few pieces of ordnance bad accompanied the army, 

.int] those shipped for Carrieal had not arrived At last, when some heavy 
cannon were brought forward, the king become once more alarmed, and to prove 
his sincere ile&ire for peace, mode a payment uf 56,000 rupees to account, on 
rmiling the Jesuit and ei beutcnnnt-colonel ns hostages for repayment of this 
ad vat ice in the event of hostilities being renewed Un this footing negotiations 
wen? renewed, and seemed approaching to ,■* successful result, when Ijiliy, 
thinking he had obtained proof of the king s Insincerity, sent Dubois, the com¬ 
missary of liis army, to reproach him with his insincerity. At the same time 
Vol i, 7$ 
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*_ lie summoned a council of war, and Laving obtained too it a continuation of 
hi-s own opinion, that no reliance could be placed on professions of peace, and that 
the sieg t j ought forthwith to he commenced, and prosecuted with the utmost 
vigour, wrote a letter denouncing vengeance cm Ixitb town and country, and 
even threatening to cany off the king and his whole family as abvra to the 
Mauritius This threat fixed the wavering resolution of the king, who an- 
imnmd his determination to defend himself to the last extremity Captain 
< rdhnuJ, who, though repeatedly applied to for assistance, had hesitated so long 
^negotiations with the French were pending, now amt from Triehinopoly a 
rciiriui'ceiuent ts insisting id jDO of his I jest sepoys, with two excellent sergeants 
and seventeen, cannoneers. 

After (lotenaunkg on the siege, Lally pushed on the necessary operations with 
groat activity; and two breaching batteries, one of three mid the other of twu 
guas, wav opened, on the 2d of August, within 400 yards of the south M ali The 
effect fell far short . nf w hat had been expected Five days’ firing produced a 
breadi oi only six feet wide, and yet exhausted so much of the imperfect supply 
^ ftmtnunit ^ ^at Otoiy 150 chargee for the cannon were left The wapply of the 
Mas still more deficient, amounting to no more than twenty cartridges a 
man Nor was this all The Tanjorines, though very ineffective ns regular 
troops. Mere excellent a kirmish ero, mid had so much increas! the difficulty te 
obtaining pro visions, that not mote than two days” consumption remained 
UumourB, too, of it naval engagement, in which Count dAduS had been worsted, 
begun to prevail, and the whole prospect looked so gloomy that Lolly summoned 
a council oe war, mid ffl&mitted to them, as Hie Only alternative, toussittdt forth 
with or ndso the siege. Of the twelve officers forming the council only two 
advocated the bolder course; the rest, with Lally nt their head, decided against 
it TJils decision could not long remain r secret Moimejoe, on being'rnadr 

piainted with it, immediately collected all his forces, and well nigh succeeded 
lii surprising the French camp. He was repulsed with difficulty, and continued, 
niter the retreat commenced, to follow with clouds of cavalry. The [damage 
inflicted "us not scrums; and Lally, though burning with slmme nt his diseom- 
fiture, aud at the loss of all his battering can non and heavy baggage, had resison 
in LJnignit.nl ,lev hiinseh and Mb army on mi almost miraculous escape when they 
nr succeeded in reaching Conical Their anxiety, however, was net at 

nn end, for the first right which mot them w ^ the English squadron rEjling at 
anchor in the mouth of the river. 

Admiral Pococke. after endeavouring in vrin to reach Fort St David in time 
^ prevent its premature surrender, retraced \m ftep* and anchored in the Rond 
1 i Madras, Here eight weeks were spent in making repairs and in obtaining 
neoaauy supplies, and the 2r>th of duly arrived before the squadron wns again 
ready to put to sen. Having aaikd on that day it (me in right of Pondicherry 
on tit -7th, Eiuil l«dield Count d Adid's squadron nt anchor. Before night 
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both squadrons were cmt nt sen, and seemed equally determined to make a.i> its§ 
another trial of their strength find prowess. The weather, however, proved so 
[mfnvouml le that they were tossed about, occasionally losing sight of each 
>ther, and were not able to meet, front to from., and form their lines, till the 
2d of August, The battle was fought not far from Cameal, and ended in the 
cUsoomfitttre of the French, who drew off alter several of their ships had sus¬ 
tained serious damage. Their usual tactics saved them from pursuit While 
the British aimed chkffy at the hulls of the vessels, they aimed cliieffy at the 
masts and rigging, and thus crippled their opponents so effectually dial though 
Admiral Pococke threw out the signal tor a general dia.se it prov^i utterly 
fruitless, in less than ten minutes Count d'Adu* ard his ships were nearly 
out. of can nun-shat. This distance was rapidly increased* and within four lunus 
after the action ceased the hindmost French was five miles in advance of the 
foremost British whip. As it was hopeless to continue such a chase Admir al 
Pottleke returnsl r and was anchored, m liaa been stated, in the mouth of the 
river, about three miles off LVirricaf when Lally arrived from bis ill-fated 
attempt on Tanjore. 

Count dAchd now satLdhd of tLie inability of his squadron to encounter I'wumi. 
that of the British, again anchored in the Road of Pondicherry, an dose to the 
dimtt as the depth of water Would allow. He was haunted with the idea that i ' En,l,fl ' 1 
Admiral Pococke was remaining to windward solely with the view of seizing the 
first available opportunity to attack him Having this conviction, lie Felt 
insecure even under the protection of the batteries of Pondicherry, and to the 
rlisimy of its inhabitants announced his determination to quit, the const, and 
make the best of kk way to the Mauritius. Lilly, startled by this intelligence, 
hastened to Pondicherry, and Licked by the authority of a mixed council which 
lie had summoned to discuss the matter, endeavoured, partly by persuasion and 
partly by menaoe, to induce Count d Ach^ either to encounter the Fnglish 
piadron once more, or at least to deter his departure so long as it continued 
nn the coast. He did not succeed. The French admiral, supported by all lik 
captains, declared it impusfiibie either to fight or remain, and after consenting, 
with much reluctance, to leave 500 of his sailors mid marines to serve on shore, 

sail with all his ships and turned his back on India. 

Lilly, while smarting under his recent f&Uttrc at Tanjore, was not dispn^-d 
allow the whole, or even the larger portion of the blame to rest on his uwn 
shoulders, and found little difficulty in satisfying himself that if all had done " tMu,u ^ 
their duty as well its hu diii hk r the result would have been very different. In 
thus attempting his own vindication, he made rush and intemperate charges 
Iflth against his ->wn officers and the lending members *.f the government. He 
thus stirred up si new host of enemies who fought Imp with his own Wenpon. 

Ulmigcs of misconduct were freely bandied to and fro; and Lully had the umr- 
tififsition to know that throughout the settlement, and in its highest official 



HISTORY OK IN IMA. 


[Kook HI, 


G0| 

A circles, lie was denounced as iiicoju patent, and, wb&fc he must have felt to be still 

more insulting, stigmatize] as a eoww& Tite true way to answer Ms accuser* 
iivas to wupo ofi tbe disgrace of fanjora by some brilliant achievement, and j|j^ 
thoughts turned at once to Madras, the capture of which would :it once recover 
all tbe fame which he had lost, nmi i>e the most important, service which be 
could rentier to his country. He wns perfectly aware, however, that the enter 
prise was by no means hopeful During the time which he had lost in Tanjora 
the British presidency had been busily employe<l in improving their means af 
defence; uml tbe departure of Count d'Achd leaving Admiral Foeoeke in eompl-t 
]>osscsaon of the sea, not only made it cosy for him to pour in idl necessary 
supplies, but would expose the besiegers to the danger of attacks and surprises, 
by the sudden landing of troops at their most vulnerable points Then, ns 
before, the treasury was exhausted; and it was again necessary, at the expense 
considerable delay, bn engage in subordinate uj ^rations merely l'or the ptir- 
pose of endeaVDuring to replenish it So discouraging were all these consi¬ 
derations that Lolly speak* in Ins own Memoirs as if he never contemplated the 
possibility ot a successful siege,, and expected to do nothing more than 1mmbard 
the place, pilings the Black Town, and devastate the surrounding countrv, 
h^T 1 Befoix ‘ *® ttin g out fi>r Madras Lally hud judged it expedient, for reason* 
already mentioned, to engage in several military operations of minor importance 
fttuliiziet. nn officer whom he had despatched with a detachment te the wed, 
captured Trinomidee on the 10th of September, and Cawxngoly a few dayu after. 
The Chevalier fie L rillon, with another detachment, had retro vexed Trivutore. 
Lnlly himself in tbe meantime, made a tour of inspection, visiting Aluinpmvi 
11 ingee. and Cbittapek on tho way to Wandiwaah, which Ik* font appointed as 
the place of rendezvous for all the separate detachments, Hera he woe joined 
by Bussy. who, in obedience to the peremptory orders which lie had received, 
but with a foil conviction of the pernicious consequences, hail quitted the Mm 
He bad brought his troops with him as far as Nellora. and then haMyn$%,f- 
w r md with n few r attendants, in the hopes that from lih representations lie 
/night be permitted to return before the evils which he foresaw were actually 
realized. Lally. however, received his statements with indiflfe®iB 0 e and incre¬ 
dulity, and attached Bussy permanently to his own army. It will shortly be 
seen that the Branch thus Tost all the ascendency which they had established at 
tile court of the Deccan, and exposed themselves to an attack which ultimately 
deprived them of the large and valuable territory which had been pennonently 
ceded to them in the Northern Cirears. While at Wnndiw iLsh, Lally sent t'otrut 
d Hutting with a detachment against Arant. It proved unnecessary; for Rajah 
8 iihib. the late Clumdu S fthtb a eldest son, wbom the French had recently 
invested with the title of nabob, had already Wkxeedod by bribeiy in corrupting 
tin* governor of his so-called capital. L o lly, whom even the semblance of success 
now elated, considered tbe surrender of Araot so important an event that lie set 
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nut to receive it in person. After making bis entry in a triumphal form, under a.d. i 
the discharge of ail the cannon, lie endeavoured to magnify the event by canning 
it to be proclaimed, with 11111011 ostentation, in Pondicherry and all tbe other 
French garrisons, 'While thus gratifyirjg his vanity he overlooked a capture 
which would have been of much more consequence. The fort t >f Chingleput, pm 
situated thirty-six niilea south-west of Mudra-, was justly regarded as the key 
of the country on which that city depended for supplies of provisions and other 
necessaries. The possession of it would therefore have contributed greatly to 
t!M sflpcess of the meditated siege. Strange to say, bc>tL French and British 
had neglected it, the latter fnnii-sliing it only with a handful of troops, which 
might easily have been overpowered; while the former, who might have carried 
it by escalade, by open day, made no attempt to secure it, At length, when 
Laily awoke to a sense of its importance, he found that the presidency had 
anticipated him, and added greatly to the strength of the garrison. The cap¬ 
ture, however, still seeming possible., he resolved to march against it with his 
whole force, ami made application to tbe government of Pondicherry to furnish 
him with the funds necessary to put it in motion The old answer was retumed- 
The treasury was empty, and all the money which could be immediately sent 
amoQDtcii only to 3 U.000 rujiees £1000), The roving expeditions in the Car¬ 
natic Intd not paid their own expenses, the power of borrowing was exhausted, 
an 1 Laily naw no alternative but to abandon Ids design, place Ids troops iri can¬ 
tonments, and return hi Pondicherry, where, as usual, he vented bis imligmtion 
in sarcasms against its officials. 

The siege of Madras being now regarded as a certainty, the presidency con- rn-i uutoiiP 
tinned to increase their means of defence They recalled Captain Calliaud with 
all tlie Europeans in garrison at Trieldnopoly; and when Admiral Pocookc, who 
was anchored in the road, found it necessary on the approach of the tiorilutm 
monsoon to sail for Bombay, obtained from 3dm 100 men, farming the mariners, of 
the squadron. They had previously received a reinforcement by the Company’s 
ship Pitt, of fifty guiLs r which had, left England with six others under convoy of 
two ships of the line, intended tu join the admiral's squadron. On board these 
ships was a regiment of tbe king's troops but of these the Pitt brought only ICO 
men, with their euimuaivdiTS, Colonel Dnqier and Major Brereton. Admiral 
Poeocke bad soiled oil thy 1 1 til October with the full sanction of tbe presidency, 
who felt confident that no movement of importance would be made by the enemy 
till the rains should cease, and tliat they would at all events lx able to make 
good the defence till the exacted reinforcement of troops should arrive, or tbe 
change of monsoon should enable the squadron to return, Only a week after 
its departure, an unexpected arrival of tre^tura from the Mauritius, and "f 
1001,000 rupee* brought by M. Murad 11 . whoflcid l ccn left in duirge of Bujbv * 
detnclmient, inspired Lilly with new hope*. According^, ns the arrival of the 
rainy season was unusually delayed, be put Ids troopa in motion, Ohingleput 
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was supposed to be Lis object; and as both parties were now fully alive to its 
importance, the presidency, darned for the safety of a supply of provisjtujs wbidi 

was then on the 
way to it, and on 
the arrival of 
which its ability 
to make a .success¬ 
ful defence would 
greatly depend re¬ 
solved immediate¬ 
ly to take the Held 
with I2dh G nvo- 
| leans and 1800 

sepoys — forming 
by far the larger 
[fart of the Madras 
garrison, One-half 

H 't these troops, under Colonel Draper, advanced to Yzmdaloor, about half-wav 
between Madras and Cttmgleput the other half tinder coin in and of Colonel 
Lawrence, baited at St Thome, in a. position which both covered Madras and 
kept open a communication with Draper. These movements defeated the 
enemy s design: on the convoy of provisions, and the safety of Ch ingle put weh 
i ductunlly secured Lully s disappointment was great. The dinger of leaving 
such a place in his rear was Sufficiently obvious, but he determined to run 
t[ic risk, as be had only a choice of ilifliculties, and might, in attempting to 
take Cldngleput, lose the only opportunity which he might have to lay siege to 
Madraa 

On the 7th of December. Lolly, now advancing with bb whole army, halted 
at \ iiudaloor. All the Brie bit troops which had taken the Held were still sta¬ 
tioned at hit, Thome,, under Colonel Lawrence, This able and cautious officer 
laid no intention to risk a general action; and therefore, on penetrating the 
object of u feint which Lady employed with some dexterity, in tile hope of 
placing himself between the city and the camp, he struck his tents and moved 
with kb whole force to the Choultry Plain, lying about a mile and n Smtf south- 
west of Fort iit, Georg®. L-illy halted, at St. Thome t.i11 the morning of the 
i 2th, when he again moved and continued IjLs approach A smart cannonade 
was meanwhile kept up by both sides; but as Colonel Lawrence had no other 
object in removing without the walls than to gain time, he retired an the enemy 
approached, and marched with his main body into the forty leaving only soma 
detachments of Europeans and sepoys to guard the passes of the Black Town. 
As soon as the lort was thus occupied, the council of the presidency assembled 
and committed the defence of the dege to the governor, Mr. Pigott with a racom- 
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mendation to take the advice of Colonel Lawrence on all occasions. After all a n lra. 
the outputs were called in, the whole force available for the defence of Madras 
amounted to 1758 Europeans and 2220 sepoys Besides these. 300 horse, on 
whom little dependence could be placed, accompanied the naliob. who took refuge 
in the fort when the encampment at St Thom<? was abandoned. The besiegers 
numbered 2700 Europeans and 4000 native troops. Of the former, 300 were 
cavalry, excellently mounted and disciplined, and, according to Onne, “ the 
greatest number which had hitherto appeared together in India ' 

Tiie details of the siege jiossess little interest The Black Town not admit- 
ting of effectual defence, the French gained easy possession of it, and immedi¬ 
ately begiui to pillage. Among other things they discovered a huge quantity of 
arrack, in which the common soldiers indulged so freely, that, according to the 
report of some spies, most of them were unfit for duty. This report suggested to 
Colonel I)raj>er the probable success of a .sally. He was authorized to attempt 
it, and atxmt midnight inarched out of the western ravelin at the bead of 500 
picked wea So careless were the enemy, that they reached a main street of the 
Black Town without being discovered, and would probably have gained a decided 
advantage had not the drummers of the detachment, who were mostly black 
boys, suddenly, of their own accord, l>ent the gremuliers march, and been followed 
by a general huzza from the whole line. Thus put ujxm their guard, the enemy 
succeeded, after a short struggle, in re|»airing the effects of the surprise, and very 
nearly cut off the retreat of the attacking party. Several blunders, perhajw 
unavoidable in the darkness, were committed on l»oth sides, but the result on 
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the whole was to give the besiegers an unfavourable impression of the courage Mntwu 
ami discipline of the garrison—an impression, indeed, so unfavourable, that one ' ' W 
of the most experienced of the French officers proposed a general assault, and 
volunteered to lead the principal attack himself The proposal, in which there 
was pmlmbly more bravado than seriousness, was not entertained, and the erec¬ 
tion of batteries was immediately commenced A few days’ exjierience within 
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the fort satisfied tlie nabob, and he was at his own request, and greatly to the 
relief of the garrison, shipped with his family on 1>oard a Dutch vessel which was 
lying in the roads, and engaged to land him at Negapatam, whence he might 
easily proceed to Trichinopoly. 

The operations of the Integers were much re bird ed by obstacles, partly the 
result of their own improvidence. For some time after they liad invested the 
fort, the greater part of their artillery, which had been shipped at Aliunparva 
was at sea detained by contrary' winds, and they were unable to open their fire 
before the 2d of January, 1759. Meanwhile they were kept constantly on the 
alert both by sallies from the garrison and by' detached parties, headed chiefly 
by Mahmood Issoof, an excellent sepoy commander of Clive’s training, who 
intercepted several of their convoys, and devastated the country from which 
they derived their principal supplies. When the fire did open it was very* ineffec¬ 
tive It proceeded only from two batteries and was more than answered by the 
fort, the works of which remained uninjured, though the shells did considerable 
damage to the most conspicuous public buildings. So little were the besiegers 
satisfied with their first fire that they’ desisted, and allowed several days to elapse 
before they' ventured to resume it By this time the number of their guns had 
been increased, and the effect produced was proportionably greater. Not a few of 
the guns of the fort were disabled, and the trenches which had been commenced 
at a breastwork thrown up close to the sea, 580 yards from the covered way, hud 
been gradually advanced by zigzags to the distance of fifty yards. On the 23<l 
of January, the fire of the besiegers began to slacken. The cause proved to l»e 
a want of ammunition, and they were wjiiting for a supply by' a brigantine which 
had sailed from Pondicherry on the 11th, when intelligence was received which 
completely changed the prospects of besiegers and besieged Admiral Pococke 
had arrived at Bombay on the 10th of December, where he had been joined by 
the two ships of the line from England; and on the 31st, six of the Company’s 
ships* having on board GOO men belonging to Colonel Draper’s regiment, liad 
sailed under convoy of two frigates, and were on their way to Madras. 

Lally was now aware that the assault, if it was to be made at all, could not 
be much longer delayed Indeed, a general rumour prevailed that it was to take 
place on the very night when the intelligence was received, and in this belief the 
whole garrison remained at their posts under arms till morning. The rumour 
was groundless; and another fortnight was to elapse before a breach wliioh had 
any appearance of being practicable could be effected Meanwhile the siege 
continued, though the hopes of the besiegers were becoming fainter and fiiinter 
On the 30th, a vessel was descried to the southward She proved to be the 
Company’s ship Shnjtrshury, and was one of those expected from Bombay. As 
the worst sailer among them, she had been made the hospital ship, and left 
behind on the 7th of the month off the south of Ceylon. Shortly after, both 
wind and current began to favour her, and she was the first to reach the destined 
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jKvrt She added nothing to the strength of the garrison, for the only soldiers on a.d. its# 
board were thirty-six men. all sick; but she brought what was become even more 
necessary tluin men—thirty-seven chests of silver, and a large quantity of mili- 
tuy stores. On the 7th of February a breach was made, which Lully, who was a tm** 
naturally sanguine and had become very impatient, thought practicable. His * u * d " 
engineers and artillery officers on being consulted, were not only of a different 
opinion, but volunteered, though unasked, to add, that the continuance of the 
siege seemed to them only a sacrifice of the lives of men without any proba¬ 
bility of success. Lally, though he combated this desjxmding view with much 
vivacity, could hardly avoid perceiving that there was only too great a proba¬ 
bility of its eventually proving correct During the first weeks of the siege, the 
soldiers had received only half-pay, latterly, their pay had been stopped alto¬ 
gether ; and while the native troops were gradually thinning away by desertion, 
the Euro|>eans were threatening to become mutinous. The gunpowder was 
nearly, and the bomb-shells wholly expended, and it was only with the utmost 
difficulty that a precarious and very inadequate supply of provisions could be 
procured. Amid all these discouraging circumstances, the garrison, already strong 
enough to make a successful defence, was in daily expectation of a powerful 
reinforcement Nothing more was necessary than its arrival to compel an instant 
abandonment of the siege The ships, long detained by contrary winds and cur 
rents, which had obliged them to make their voyage by proceeding along the 
east coast of the Bay of Bengal, at length, on the 1 Gth of February, made their 
appearance in the north-east, steering directly for the road. "No words," says Am»»i <* 
Lally, "are adequate to describe the effect which they produced.' His resolu* iwt. 
tion was at once taken, but as a cloak to it, he kept up his fire with more vivacity 
than before. The rumour again spread that the assault was about to be made, 
and the garrison were once more kept a whole night under arms. This appa¬ 
rent activity and resolution wns only a feint; and when morning dawned the 
Ijesiegers were seen in full march towards the Choultry’ PlaiiL So hurried was 
their departure, that Lally was unable to execute the resolution which he liad 
formed from the first,, to reduce the Black Town to ashes, in the event of being 
compelled to raise the siege, and besides leaving cannon amounting in all to 
fifty-two pieces, lie did not even attempt to transport his sick and wounded. It 
was not an oversight; for in the hospital where forty-two Europeans were lying, 
n letter was found, in which he recommended them to the governor’s care. It 
is needless to say tliat no such recommendation was required in order to secure 
the performance of a simple act of humanity. The whole loss of men by the gar* 
rison during the siege, including those who deserted or were taken prisoners, 
amounted to 579 Europeans and 702 sepoys; the loss of the besiegers is not 
accurately known, but it has been inferred from an intercepted letter of Lallv, ***** 
tliat it must have amounted in Europeans alone to at least 700. Considering 
the length of the siege—exactly two months from the day of breaking ground— 
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the casualties were fewer than might have been expected; but both besiegers 
and besieged, wliile displaying abundance of skill and courage, were cautious not 
to expose themselves unnecessarily, and avoided serious loss by fighting for the 
most part under cover. Lally was permitted to continue his retreat with little 
interruption, and retired upon Arcot There we must for the present leave him, 
and turn to another quarter which had become the scene of important events. 

Shortly alter Bussv had*by withdrawing with his troops from the Deccan, 
relinquished the fruit of all his distinguished achievements, the intrigues which 
had long been carried on at die court of Salabut Jung, and bail repeatedly 
threatened to overthrow the French ascendency, broke out afresh, and even 
proceeded to open violence The soubalular, who was a man of a feeble and 
indolent character, became a mere pageant in the hands of his brodier Nizaiu 
Ali and Bosalut Jung, who, though pursuing sej>nmte and opposite schemes of 
ambition, deemed it politic for a time to combine their interests When Bussy 
announced his determination to depart, Salabut Jung could scarcely l>elieve him 
serious; and when he went to take his leave, the timorous old soubnhdar, throwing 
aside all restraint, expressed himself in terms bordering on despair. He called 
Bussy the guardian angel of his life and fortune, and distinctly intimated that 
the tiny lie lost lain lie would consider his own unhappy fate as sealed. He had 
good cause for his forebodings, for Nizam Ali. at first contented to use him as 
his tool, was bent on seizing his throne. In the course of nature he would have 
reached it without a crime, as he lind been recognized as his heir to the soubali- 
ship, but he was too impatient to wait, and secured the object of his ambition 
by first imprisoning and then murdering his brother. These, however, were 
only the ultimate results of Bussy’s recall; the more immediate results were 
manifested in the Northern Circars. where the French had for some time ruled 
ns absolute masters. The inqiortance of their possessions in this quarter was 
too well known to be overlooked even by Lally. with all his rashness; and 
therefore, in the letter by which Bussy was recalled, lie enjoined him to leave, 
under an officer of the name of Conflans, as many troops as might be deemed 
necessary to insure their safety. Under ordinary circumstances the number left 
would have sufficed, but a danger not apprehended was at hand, ami Conlluns. 
whose military talents were of the lowest possible order, was totally unfit to 
contend against it 

Bussy, in answer to an earnest application from Sumjnli Dowlah. had 
determined to lead a force into Bengal by way of Orissa, and with that view 
had marched north to the sen-port town of Ganjam, where lie was deterred 
from proceeding farther by intelligence of the capture of Chandeniagore. In 
retracing his steps he was bent on retaliating the injury which French commerce 
had thus sustained, and led his troops against Vizngapatam. and the other 
factories which the English Uomjjany possessed within the limits of the L’imirx. 
They were devoid of any means of • ffectual resistance, and were all captured 
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towards the end of 1737. The loss to the Company was serious, for in addition ad i;a 
to the goods and other property pillaged from them, they were forcibly excluded 
from a profitable branch of trade, those of the factories situated on arms of the 
God&veiy having 
i>een accustomed 
annually to provide 
700 bales of excel - 
lent cloths nt a cheap 
rate for the home 
market The re 
covery of the facto¬ 
ries wrested from 
them was of course 
earnestly desired by 
the Company; and a 
rajah of the name of 
An undent uz, whose 
territory lay in the 

provinces of Rajahinundrv and Cicacole. doubtless aware of this desire, offered •■■"“•"■hi 

« J KUn CJjuii 

them his assistance. Deeply offended at some uiTangements which Bussy had 
made, he no sooner heard of his recall titan lie bx»k up arms, and by a sudden 
«lash made hiuiseli’ master of Vizagapatam HLs ambition now was to expel the 
French from all the provinces which had been ceded to them. The attempt was 
too formidable to be undertaken by himself single-handed, and be therefore 
made overtures to the presidency of Madras, offering to reinstate them in 
Vizagapatam os the first pledge of his sincere desire for their alliance. When, 
in consequence of the threatening aspect of affairs in the Carnatic, his offers 
were declined, lie made the same projiosal to the presidency of Bengal It wus 
voted delusive and chimerical by all the members except Clive, to whom, 
independent of its other merits, it had the special recommendation of promising 
to do good service to his former employers at Madras. He must have regretted 
his inability to return the troojw which had only l*?en temporarily intrusted to 
him for the expedition to Bengal, but some compensation might now be given 
by creating a diversion in their favour. The French, seeing their ceded pro¬ 
vinces in danger, would be obliges! either to submit to the loss of them, or to 
succour them by weakening themselves in the Carnatic In either case a most 
important object would be gained. A delay of some months, however, wa- 
necessary. The proposal of Anunderauz was made in July, 1758, and no action 
could be taken upon it till tiie change of the monsoon in September or October 
In the interval the question was naturally asked.—Why, if troops could be 
spans! for an expedition to the Circars, should they not be sent at once to 
Madras, when the certainty of an approaching siege would enable them to give 
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< p the direct aid so urgently required, instead of 1 l ing employed merely to make 
n diversion s' The question did not admit, of a full, or at least of an ingenuous 
answer; and there is ground to suspect tluit the preference given bo the Ci rears 
was dictated, not so much by a convlcton of its being the best, ns of its being 
the safest and most politic course. In tin; Cbears the troops would still be sub¬ 
ject i.<> the authority of the Bengal presidency, and might he readied should any 
emeigettcy render it necessary; whereas if thej T were sent to Madras, the 
authorities there might imitate the example which Clive himself bail set, and 
easily find pretexts lor refusing to allow them to return, 
r. pi,>ri On these ami similar prudential considerations, an expedition to the L’ircnv-'. 
0 LeOr--a™ to act in concert with Anundernuz having been determined, the command of it 
was given to Colonel Fordo This officer, originally attached to Adiercron s 
regiment in the king’s service, had quitted It on the invitation of the Bengal 
presidency to take the command of their army in the event of Clive's depart ure 
It will be seen that the wisdom of this choice was fully justified by the event. 
The expedition, consisting of 500 Europeans, 2000 sepoys, and 100 Luacnrs, 
with six brass six-poundera as field-pieces, six twenty-four pounders for battery,, 
a howitzer, and an eight-inch mortar, left t]Lt river in the end of September, 
but ow ing to tempestuous weather did not reach Vk^gapjvtam till the 20th of 
October. Aimndemuz, who was encamped with his troops at the fort of Cossinx- 
cotah, about twenty miles to the westward, bad already fid HI led his promise by 
delivering up Vizagapotam to a servant of the Company, who bad been sent 


from Calcutta for that plirjiosc, but at the same time declined to furnish any 
money, Fordes military chest hud been supplied with rupees and gold 
mohurs to an aggregate amount of about £14,000, It was evident that this 
sum would be speedily exhausted, and some time was spent in adjusting the 
terms on which the rajah's and Company's forces were to co-operate. At length 
a regular treaty was drawn up, stipulating that all plunder should tie equally 
divided—tliat the countries conquered should belong to the rajah, the sea-port* 
and towns at the mouths of rivers, with the revenues of ilic districts annexed 
to them, being, however, reserved to the Company—that no proposal for the 
alienation or restitution of the territory and townfi acquired should be entertained 
without the consent of both parties—and that the rajah should furnish 50,000 
rupees a month for the expenses of the army Before this treaty wag concluded, 
the united army moved so slowly that nearly a month was spent in advancing 
thirty miles beyond I’ossitneotah. At length, however, the march, was com 
meneed in earnest, and on the 3d of December Cpnfi&ttS, who had collected the 
French troops from all parts, was seen strongly posted about forty milts fn-ru 
flajahmundty, on the highroad leading to it from Viaaga ptom. fl is forte 
consisted of .'00 European^ with more cannon than they could use at unee r and 
a large number of native troops, including 500 horse arid 6000 sejwjys, Fordes 
original force gained much in miruljcra but little in effective strength from bis 
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junction with the rajah, whose whole array consisted of 500 paltry horse anti jlii i 
5000 Foot, most of them armed with pikes and hows, In fhct, the only things 
of value which lie famished were four field-pieces* managed by forty' Europeans 
whom lie had obDeeted 

Foitla having advanced to within four miles of the French camp, elide*- 

* •■■* ■ .* 

voijred £.o bring them to action hy threatening to place himself ill their rear, 
and thus cut qrf their communication with Ihijahmundry At last, by a series of 
m&nreuvres, he succeeded in convincing Conflans that he was afraid of him, anil 
was preparing to retreat Nothing more was necessary to induce this incom¬ 
petent commander to forego all the advantages of Lis position. Suddenly 
forming his liue, he advanced to the attack En much haste and little order. 

The native troops on either aide were quickly routed, and the decision of the 
iLty was left almost entirely to the European*. The confused manner in which 
Confirms had formed his line gave Farde a decider 1 advantage. After a 
murderous fire which broke the French ranks, he drove them hack in disorder, 
and before they had time to rally ordered a charge, which resulted in the capture 
of nil their guns, After the (light had become general a stand might still have 
been made at the camp, but those within Et only waited till an assault wna 
tlireatoned, and then hastened off in the utmost confusion. Among the fugitives 
none was more conspicuous than Contkms, who rode with such speed that he 
measured the distance of forty miles before midnight, and sought refuge in 
I lujnh inundry. Here he was joined by the wrecks of his army, but his fears still 
pursued him, and Forth, on arriving nest day, f und the place eracmtecl In 
the fort a large quantity of ammunition and military store* was found 

This victory was gained mi the fiih of December, and, had Anundemus! lsefctt r-row 
less tardy in his movements, might have been immediately followed by more 
brilliant successes. He did not make his appearance till the 1 Cth, and even 
then only employed himself in endeavouring to evade the payments to which he 
had bound himself by express stipulation. To meet his wishes the treaty was 
modified to the effect that all the money furnished by him should be considered 
els a SuJLiJr, and that slU the countries which ought lie conquered beyond the 
Godu very, with the exception of those belonging to the French, should be 
equally divided between him and the British, In tbs, 1 altercations caused by 
his shuffling conduct, more time was wasted than might have sufficed to accom¬ 
plish all the oljecU of the expedition. Tlie army could not be again put in 
motion till the 2$til of January, 1759. Itn destination was Mnsulipakim. The 
first town of importance on the road was VaJore, or more properly Id lore, the 
capital of a province of the same name, one of the four ceded to the French. 

The British readied it on the 6th of February; Atranderauz, who bad been levying 
contributions on the right and left, did not make his appearance till the 18th, 
and aller hia arrival wove so many pretexts for delay that a new start could not 
be made before the 1st of March Colonel Fordo had now more cause than ever 
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gret tin- intemimnble delays u> which Kr- bad been subject, for intelligence 
arrived that a new enemy was about to enter the fii'Id 

Confirms, after his defeat, bad sent letters to S&labut Jung earnestly urging 
him to march with his army from Hyderabad te> Mmsuhpatam. There, by 
uniting their forces, they might both destroy the Eritish troojis mid punish 
Amiiictcnuiz for his revolt When the eoubohdar received these letters, lit- had 
begun to iyap the bitter fruits of Bossy's departure, mid. indolent au be was, 
would gladly have made any exertion that mi ght have the effect of inducing 
him to net one Such an event would have 1 l?eeii most distasteful to Nizaun Ali 
and the intriguers who were leagued with him- At the same time, they were 

anxious to take advan¬ 
tage of any change which 
might facilitate their re 
■x>very of the ceded pro¬ 
vinces; and hence, after 
wavering as Lo the course 
to l>e pursued, became 
convinced that Sadabut 
Jung might be allowed 
to march with his annv 
to M&ntli;>ataiu. bkusdm 
Jung, entertaining views 
which made the friend¬ 
ship of the French desir¬ 
able. brought a body of 
troop from Lin govern¬ 
ment of Adoni. After 
joining, near the Kislnn, 
the united force mustered 
I5,00i> home and 20, tHX) 
foot. Fori.lt liad thus the alarming pro&jierf, of encountering, instead of one. 
three armies. A soldier of less nerve would have paused before committing 
himse lf to n contest with such fearful odds. His courage and decision, on the 
vontnuyt rose with the danger, and he determined to proceed. On the 6th of 
March, he dime in sight of Mosul 5 pa turn, and on the same day received the 
gratifying intelligence that Laliv had been compelled to raise the siege of Madras 
Masulipatom consisted of a town and a fort. The town, a place of great 
extent, occupied n rising ground between two morasses, and wag separated from 
the sea by a narrow belt of sandhilla The fort, situated south-east of the 
town, and communicating with it across one of the m onuses by a broad cause- 
way 2000 yarda in length, funned an irregular pamllelograin 800 voids long 
finiu north to south., and about 000 yards broad On the west, north, alul east 
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it was indimnl by the maims. and on the south by a sound partly formed by ,vd it.- ■ 
the discharge of an umi of the RbbuL The only bard ground within a mile of " 
the fort, on the north and west, was formed by a few patches of asuid which rose 
above tile morass, but on the east the belt of sand hills was only about 800 
yards distant. 

Cordlans with bis troops was encamped in the town, ami might easily* by a ^,^_ 
tin owing up an entrenchment on the hard ground between the morasses, have 
placed an insuperable barrier in the way of Forde's approach. Instead of this 
he only waited till the invading force appeared, and then retreated by the cause¬ 
way into the fort Tims tmobetructed, Forde took up his station on the sands 
to the nortleeast, while Antindeiuuz and the ZCttdhdar ««f Nareipore, whom be 
had induced to join him. took possession of the town. The defences of the fort* 

though modernized by the French after they took posses:.if it in 1751, could 

not be considered strong. There was a ditch Vpiit no glacis; and the walls, com¬ 
posed of mud laced with brick, were on the west, north, and east Hanked with 
eleven bast ions. The south side was considered to be sufficiently defended l>y 
its portion in the sound The gateway was at the north-west angle, facing the 
causeway, 120 yards of which was converted into a caponiere, terminating in a 
strong ravelin. 

The besiegers were far too few in number to make tegular approaches to the v, £ Je ^ 
fort* sad determined to attack it by batteries erected on the sands on tin vast, b, m.i- 
Thia position, besides being die nearest to the walls, had the advantage of 
giving ready access to the shore, on which the battering artillery which had 
been brought by sea was to be landed Ultimately the whole artillery employed 
an tlie attack consisted of four twenty-four* four eighteen, and two twelve- 
pounders, mounted on three detached 'batteries, without the communication of 
trenches. It w*b certainly a very bold, not to any a rash attempt, to bike such 
n place by such feeble means Not only should the fire of the fort have been 
able to overpower that which was brought against it. but the garrison outnum¬ 
bered the attacking force, CWflami, however, was too ignorant stud timid to 
turn bis advantage to account, and remained cooped up within the walls, em¬ 
ploying his means of defence so Imperfectly, that during the eighteen days 
employed by the besiegers in erecting their lotteries* the in ce ss; mt lire from the 
fort killed only five men. While thus favoured by ihe pusillanimity of the 
garrison, Forde was inset with dangers. On tlie 19th of March, aix days before 
the butteries were completed, the whole of his Europeans hmke out in mutiny 
and threatened to inarch away if they were not immediutelv paid the prize 
money already due, and assured that if they took Hasulipatam the whole of the 
booty would be delivered up to them. Tlie former demand could- not he com¬ 
plied with ms the military chert was empty, and the latter was in direct oppo¬ 
sition to the Company's regulations, which gave only the half of the booty to 
the captors. No sooner was this disgraceful mutiny overcome by good temper 
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and firmtiesg, and ths batteries opened, then tiewe arrived that Bnsalut Jung 
with tus nruiy was only forty miles distant Auunflemiu! ami tin . 1 zeubiiffora 
with him were so alarmed, that in the course of the night, without a note of 
warning, they marched off with their whole forces, and could not be induced to 
return till el was mude palpable to them that by their flight they were only 
rushing to destruction instead of escaping front it 

The batteries had kept up a hot fire from tin* fhtth of March to the Gth April 
On the evening .if tins day the engineers reported that it could only lx* continued 
for two days more, as by that time the ammunition would bn expended Wliiat 
was. nmv to be done? Salabut Jung, and n body of French troops who had been 
scouring the surrounding country, were now so near that the retreat by hind 
was absolutely cut off An escape by sen was still possible, hut For tie rejected 
it as disgraceful, and determined to storm With rhis vic-w the lire was main¬ 
tained with double vivacity on the 7 th, ami with $0 much effect, that three 
haiations, tine near the centre, and the other two at the extremities of the eastern 
wall, were sufficiently mined to admit of mounting. As the Attack might thus 
be made from more places titan one, the attention of the garrison was distracted; 
and hence, while two feints were practised, the real attack made at the bastion 
of the north-east angle met with comparatively little obstruction. It was com¬ 
mitted to the European battalion, mustering in all, with the artillerymen, mid 
thirty sailors Uken from the Sattdtoickc. S 46 nmk and file, and 1400 sepoys 
(ine would willingly to 11 of the heroism of the assailants, but unfortunately very 
little was displayed, ami success was not so mnch extorted by them as yielded 
by their opponents. When the storming party was about to move. Captain 
Callendar, a Pointed to lend them, was nowhere to be found He afterwards 
appeared when the assault was understood to have succeeded, and met from a 
stray shot the death which he had in vain endeavoured to escape by cowardice. 
Even after the breach was mounted, and an advance made along the rampart 
the cry of “A mine' produced such & panic, that Captain Yorkc, who wax gal¬ 
lantly heading the storming |inrt\-, found himself suddenly left with only two 
drummers; and on hastening back to the breach, found all his men in con fusion, 
some even proposing to make their escape. Parti} - by Threat-, and partly by 
persuiisiori, having induced a small band to follow, the others regained their 
courage, and the capture was achieved Conftnns, indeed, gave little further 
tremble. Seated in Ids own house be continued receiving and sen ding contra 
dietary measogcs, and was no sooner summoned than Ine listened to surrender. 
To his disgrace it must be added, that when the pr iso lit re were* counted they 
considerably outnumbered the captors. Among them were 500 .Europeans. 

ithin the fort were found 120 pieces of Cannon, abundance of tniliiary stores, 
anil much valuable plunder The improbability of the assault U said to have been 
the principal cause of its success. The gam.-iui km l from the first treated the 
siege :lh a mockery'; and lining in expectation of a reinforcement from Pnn<U 
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cherry were only waiting its arrival to sully out, and, in concert with the native n. i:« 
rmny now at hand, intiict signal punishment on the British for their presump' 
tiuiL The nverweening eoTitidenee of the French was better deserving of pntii>h- 
meat, and received it 

The expedition to tin? Northern drears produced more bril lian t results than $**nn* *f 
[lie most sanguine on ltd have anticipated. Salabut Jung and bis advisers, 
though surprised and vexed at the capture of Mnsulipatmii, were not without tMa 
the hopes of being able to recover it. With this view they advanced within 
nine mdes, in hopes of meeting with the expected Pondicherry reinforcement, 
h did arrive hut the ships which brought it hastened away without finding 
the troops, on finding that the place had fallen. After this new disappointment 
Sal abut J uiig's politics underwent a sudden change- Nizam All was openly 
plotting Ills overthrow; and as the French, on whom lie had previously leaned, 
seemed now unable to assist him, ho became anxious to prodik for his own 
Kifc-ty hv exchanging the French for a British alliance A negotiation opened 
with this view was njieedily followed by a regular treaty, by which Salulmt Jung 
coded to t]ie Company, in absolute property. Musulipotam ami Aher districts 
in tiic Northern Cirears, forming n continuous tract of territory which extended 
eighty miles along the const, and twenty miles Inland, and yielded an annual 
revenue of 400.000 rupees. He engaged, moreover, not to allow the French to 
have either I reops nr factories north of the Kistnn, nor to seek or accept of 
assistance from them. In return for these important liuiicessiiuLi the Company 
only promised not to assist or give protection to any of the soubabdar* enemies 
lie appears, however, to have expected more; and on finding that im direct 
asdstaisce waa to be given hint against Nizam AIL inarched off in great dis- 
p] ensure. 

Reverse after reverse had tlius followed the French arms, and the Indian 
empire, which they at one time seamed on the point of establishing, was vanish- 
ing like a dream After raising the siege of Madras, Lilly, who had retired 
upon Areot, endeavoured to maintain his ground by a kind iff desultory' warfare, 
in which little advantage was gained Ire either aide. The number of troops 
siUl under his command might have justified active operations on a larger scale; 
hut their spirit was bad, and his funds 3 icing again exhausted he abruptly* con¬ 
cluded the eninjjaigh by withdrawing from the field and disposing 3iis army in 
different emit on inputs. TIic main body, coiisiitLug of 3100 EuwpniDS, accom¬ 
panied him to Pondicherry, where In determined to wait till a long expected 
rcinforcemsit and squadron should arrive. The Madras pre^dency were also 
expecting reinforcements, and hence, though the season would Imve allowed the 
campaign to lie protracted n little longer, they willingly availed themselves of 
the interval of regiose which Lilly had offered; and imitated his example by 
distributing their troops in a series of forts, which, commencing with Chingle- 

put, near the Foliar, continued northwards, mi m to form a kind of curve, 
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hiving Madras for its mitre. While botJb armies were thus in cantonments;, 
the only activity displayed was in sending out small jisurtie« to make prolutory 
incursions. In these the Company a troops were particularly expert* jukI suc¬ 
ceeded in driving ,.ff :l 1 ■..nr iii>i mj Ij•;;- 1 id Kittle. 

On the 23th of April tTol), Atlmirnl Pnecjvke arrived with his squadron from 
Bombay; but, in order to keep to the wind ward of Pondicherry, and watch the 
expected squadron of the French, did net come farther north than Yeirnpa fam 
In the end of June, three of tlie Ootupuiys usual ships arrived from England 
They brought 200 recruits, and the promise of a much more important rmnforce- 
meat by other slnp% This was the S4tb raiment of 1000 mem commanded by 
Coote, who was now its I Lent enant-coJ o neb and had 1>een npjKiinted to the com¬ 
mand of the Company s troops in Bengal, with the option, however, «jf remain¬ 
ing with his regiment in the Carnatic, uhould his presence there seem more 
necessary, While general joy was diffused throughout the settlement by this 
intelligence, the governor and council were in jwsseasion of a "ceret which tilled 
them with gloomy forebodings. The court of directory dazzled by the lirHUant 
prospects when had been opened in Bengal imagined that from it alone -uf- 
tirient funds might be obtained to supply the wanly of all the prorideucies; 
and under that impression had resolved to send no more treasure till ITtll). 
Tims at tire very time when everything announced an approaching cumpugtg 
from which the must decisive results were anticipated, the presidency, already 
■dii lost overwhelmed with debts were to be left to struggle unaided against u new 
and incalculable demand on their resources. 

Admiral Poccckc. misled by a Danish vessel which reported that a French 
fleet of twelve sail hand arrived at Trinoomalee in Ceylon, immediately sailed for 
that port, and reached it on the 3d nf July without obtaining any tidings of 
French ships, in returning, he cruised for a short time off the north extremity 
■ •f the island, and hud the good fortune to meet with four of the Company 1 * ship* 
having the first division of Conte's regim ent on bjnrd ns. well as provisions and 
stores for the use of hb own squadron. He therefore proceeded with the newly 
arrived ships fo Negapitang and after transhipping the supplies:, allowed them 
In continue their voyage to Madras, when; the troops were landed sod detained 
for the use of the presidency. On the 20th of August be again sailed ibr Triu- 
eomalte, and on the 2d of September descried the French fleet. It was com- 
rnanded, its before, by Cotint dAduA and, having obtained a huge rcinforoement 
both of ship* and men, numb-red eleven sail of the line and three frigates. The 
British squadron consisted of nine sdl of the line, a frigate, two Company ship-’. 
and a fire-ship. Both fleets immediately prej&red for action; but their relative 
pofdtious and the Mato of the weuLher iliii not allow them to come to d"se 
quarters rill the 10th, when an engagement commenced which lasted two houtt 
without produchig any decisive result The French* by retiring os they bod 
done on the previous occasions, acknowledged themselves defeated, but sailed bo 
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much better than the British Aft to have no difficulty in elmitug pursuit. The 4 -D. itw. 
by utter the buttle Admiril Foeoeke returned to Negapatwn* and Count d'Achd 
made the best of his way to Pondicherry, His arrive! did little to improve the 


11 nit ion of affairs The whole troops 
he had brought with him were no 
more than 18ft men; and the money, 
though dual iled by the cap tun »f an 
English East indiojnan, amounted in 
nil tv only £33,000. How was such 
n reinforcement to supply the serious 
loss of men sustained by recent re¬ 
verses i and how was such a paltry sum 
t" meet either post arrears of jjftyr or 
current expenses i Count d'Aehc. in¬ 
stead nf troubling himself ’iv5 1 3 1 such 
question:'*, had anxieties of a different 
hi]].I which he thought fiitBieieut to 
i i,:CL]py bin attention. He had heard 
that Adsimui Pocueke’s squadron wa 
about to lie reinforced by four inen- 
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nf war. and as it was already too strong for him, what could he expect but Ti»iAiri>r 
destruction if lie sdiould be forced to a new encounter? So determined therefore. Ijtah^jT 
was he to depart that lie refused to go ashore, and gave orders to prepare for 
sui ling in the course of twenty-four hours This announcement waa received 
with universal alarm and indignation. AH the civil and military authorities, 
together -with the principal inhabitants, assembled at the governor's, and stssiim 
ing the diameter of a national council, unanimously resolved that the precipitate 
departure -if tin- squadron would be ruinous to the public interests, Count 
r| Achd remaining indexible, a protest was drawn up. declaring that if lie 
d.-purted hr- w i hi hi be bdd responsible fin! the l"ss nf the *-tt lenient mid 
compelled h> answer for his conduct to the king ami the ministry, He had 
actually departed, and was some longues out at sea when one of the fillips which 
hud been acciikutaily detained reached him and delivered the protest, together 
with o copy for each of his captains Staggered at this proceeding, he immedi¬ 
ately summoned a council, aud t after a short delay, anchored again in the road 
ol Pondicherry, The hopes thus mixed were soon disappointed; for a few days 
after, when lie had on opportunity to engage the British squadron, he declined 
it, and finally departed on the 30th of September, leaving Wtiiiid him, however, 
as ; L kind of compromise, 900 men. of whom oftO were European sailers or 
marines. 

When the campaign Again opened, the presidency, in expectation of the umu.m- 
arrival of Colonel Coote with the remaining division of Ins regiment, were WAnn*^ 
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x.v. lisa averse to undertake any operation of importance, Major Brt reton, on thu 
contrary, having only an interim command of the troops, was anxious to signalize 
himself before he should be superseded, and by great urgency obtained a consent 
to attempt the capture of Wnmli wnsh. Hi- whole force, consisting of H>80 in¬ 
fantry tmd 800 horse, 1500 of the former and 100 of the hitter European, marched 
from Conjeveram on the 20th of September, and arrived with little interruption 
ftL"fu:..r, m Jn the vicinity of Wondiwash on the 28th- The French having obtained intelli- 
w a r.„j,w4,iu gence of Eijr. motions, had consideruLilv augmented their force; but he was hot 
aware of the fact, and in the belief that they were only expecting, and had not 
received reinforcement's thought it good generalship to advance to the attack 
with the leant jmsidble delay. Their Eurojte&nB he believed to lie (ally 000, 
whereas they were in fact 1300, Confident in hb supposed superiority r ho 
deemed caution uimcoessaiy, and the very next day after lib arrival prepared to 
attack the enemy at midnight Not only were their numbers greater, but their 
position within the forts and inclosures of a large town, and under the protec¬ 
tion ol the guns of the fort, WUS far more Ibrmidubte than he imagined. In 
these cireuiiysbunjcs Failure was almost inevitable, nnd a severe repulse, which 
the enemy magnified into a great victory, was sustained, Major Ercrelon main¬ 
tained hid position eh Wandiwash till the 4th of October, and then retired 
ii|H>n Conjevernm. Bossy, who arrived the day after and took the command nf 
the French forces, now amounting to 1500 European foot and !HH) cavalry* 
besides native troops, advanced to Gotytvetam to offer buttle, but Brereton. 
now ns dispirited ns he had previously been confident, bad no inclination to rbk 
u ih'W disaster. Bussy, thus unopposed, sent buck the main body of the army 
to Wimdiwiud), and proceeded with an European detachment of 4U0 horse and 
150 foot to Arcot 

!.■ -si Basal at Jung, Sain but Jung a brother, who held the government of Adoni. 

had arrived on the northern frontier of the Carnatic, and made overtures which 
,J1 Ju '“' the French deemed so liHjeful, Qmt Bnssy was on the way to join him and 
conceit an alliance. With this view he had proceeded to ArCot, and continuing 
his journey bad left it a days march behind him, when his further progress 
was arrested by the intelligence: that the army at Wundiwash had broken out 
in mutiny. Mine than a year's pay weih due to them, and they had n 

belief well or ill founded, that much money which ought to have been employid 
in discharging Lheir arrears had been intercepted and embezzled The mutiny, 
at first only partial, Increased by the discipline employed to suppress it; and the 
whole truhpe, leaving their officers behind, marched out and encamped on the 
height which Major Brereton occupied before he made his ill-filed attack. The 
soldiers event ually carried their point. and did not return to duty till they 
received half a year’s jmy in hand, a promise of the rest in a month, and il 
general pardon, Bussy, by halting till the mutiny was suppressed, lost some 
precious time, and, oil reaching Basal at Jung, had the mortification to discover 
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that he bid changed Ms views and risen Lit Iris demands, The fact of the a b. itat. 
mutiny had not been, lost upon him; and lies became doubtful whether he might 
npt by an alliance with the French be only involving himself in a fallin g cause. 

His proposal*—obviously dictated by a belief that the French were no longer in 
a condition to refuse anything—were;—That on receiving n present sum of four 
lacs of rupees for the pay of hia troops, he would return with Bmwy to Arcoi, 
provided he were forthwith recognised ns nabob of the province, and of 
Triehinopoly and its dejUMidenties;—as the first step in this agreement* the 
French should at once surrender to his authority all the countries of which they 
had actual possesion, he dm wing the revenues by IiLs own dewan, hut accounting 
to them for a third of the amountother countries which might he conquered 
by their united armies were to Skt bis ah«<?luteh\ without being subject to the 
deduction of a third;—ultimately, when peace should be made by conquering 
dm British, or reducing them to tonus, be should became absolute lord >>f the 
whole Carnatic according to ancient usages ami the French cease to have any" 
claim whatever to any pit of the revenues These proposals, accompanied with 
others in which Basalut Jungs present and future advantage was alone cuii- 
aulted, were too extravagant to lie seriously entertained, and Btissy began to 
retrace hh >ti;p. He bad been obliged to proceed AS fur ;i* Kurpu, to which 
Basnlut. dung had retreated; and had thus, without seeming any advantage of 
the least moment, performed a inarch of 100 miles in a direct line, and nT not 
less than 300 miles by mad, much of it over barren tracts and through the 
windings of mountain valleys. Before he returned new disasters laid befallen 
his countrymen. 

Lolly's greatest difficulty had all along been the want of funds. The 
revenues obtained from the lands ceiled to them, or in their possession, had .unite* i.« 
never sufficed in the days of their greatest prosperity to meet- the (iqiensfti in 
the field; and, now that a scries of reverses had made it doubtful whether they 
would he able to maintain their ground, the zemindars and other parties liable in 
rent found many plausible excuses for withholding it, It was necessary, there- 
fore, in opening a new campaign, to make some decided effort to procure funds. 

After various projects bad been discussed, lolly became satisfied that the south 
was the most hopeful quarter. Tlie country beyond Oututoor had for some time 
suffered little from the ravages of war, and the island of .Seringhnm in particular, 
which was still in French poese&doti, would shortly ivap a harwi-st-, i.f which the 
nljjxre belonging b« the government if Pondicherry was estimated at GQtt.OOO 
rupees. Situated us Lolly was, this seemed to bun an object well Worth fighting 
for; and in order to secure it, he determined to hazard the very dangerous step 
of dividing hLs army. He accordingly despatched M, Crillon to the south with 
a force consisting of POO Europeans and 1300 native troops, with ten piecea nl 
«mtin,n J and concentrated the remainder of the army in the vicinity of A red. 
from which it might be moved on any place that was threatened. 
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a d. iv;.r* Tin? Madras presidency w-.re no flooasr tnnde aware how Lilly had voluntarily 
weakened himself than they resolved to low nn time m oommeudng the mm* 
palgii Tliia they were able to do under the most favourable auspices. Colonel 
^th the remainder of liLs regiment, had arrived at Madras on the 27th 
hiTmutiir. of October, and, in the exercise of the discretionary power with which he 1ml 
been intrusted. decided to remain In the Carnatic, On the 21st iff NovamW 
be act out fur Conjeveram, where the larger part of the troops of the presidency 
were in cantonment; and, immediately after assuming the command, m^embled 
* council of war, at which it was decided that, in the divided state of Ldh - 
forces, an attempt should be made to capture Wandhvask To conceal this 
intention, and leave the enemy in doubt as to the place 1 on which the How was 
about to fall, Coote sent Captain Preston with a detachment to remain at Chin- 
gleput, and Major Ere re ton with another to attack Triv&tore, while be himself 
moved with the mum body on Ain it He expected to find the enemy encamped 
there, ami learned with surprise that they had removed to Chiftnpet His 

future course had not been 
determined, when an express 
arrived from Major BreretOU 
with the gratifying intelli¬ 
gence that, besides taking 'TVS- 
vatore, be had marched on 
Wundiwash, and made him¬ 
self master of its subiu-lni 
Cuotc nfc once determined to 
follow op this success by u 
forced march, On arriving be 
found that Brereton had td- 
mOHt completed a kittery for two eighteen-pounders, ereeted so as to bear on 
the south-west angle of the fort. In the course of the night another battery to 
SXi. laL * Lr on t3,t ***** ILn K le ™s commenced On the following day, the 20th of 
November, both batteries opened their fire, and Wfore noon had made n 
pmcticablti breack The fort was commanded by a native officer, who had 
'*d0 horsemen and foot under him, but he had accepted the assistance of a 
k‘dy of French troops, consisting of GS Europeans and 100 sepoys. When the 
gwrison wa? g nmrn oneri to surrender, two answers were returned—one by the 
French officer, who declared bis determination to hold out to the last, and the 
other hy the native governor or kiliednr, who sent to mile whnt terms would be 
given him. Code promised to continue him ns a dependant of the Company in 
tin/ government of the fort and the rent of the district*, but required nn answer 
by a specified hour. Shortly after the expiry of the time, the French appeared 
on the wait and called out that they were ready to surrender. This change of 
mi d on their part was ifoufeUess produced by tlm known intention of the 
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killedar to accept the terms which kid been offered. It is admitted, indeed, ab, n». 
that lie hatl signed Ills ricceptance just as the British troops entered the fort* 
and yet on the pretext that he was too late, all the stipulations made with him 
were d m ruefully violated. Be was related to the family of Chunda Sahib, hud 
l"ug been connected with the French, and wfys held hy Mahomed All to be so 
inveterate an enemy tlmt he set more value on the possession of him ns a 
prisoner than the reduction of the fori On such irrelevant and unworthy 
grounds the Madras presidency became parties to an act of gross treachery, and 
the kdlednr, after refusing to d lactose his treasures, or pay ten lacs of rupees 
tor his rnnHoiu, was confined in a fort on one of the highest tolls of Vellore. 

Lully now discovered, when too late, that he had committed a fetal error in fllL " 

inctJaM- 

(hvuhag his army. Not only was ho unable to relieve Wandiwuh, but ho could 
not conceal from himself that other forts were destined to share the same fate. 
(Aipuigoly, a large fort situated twenty-five miles ENJU. of Wandiwash, was 
next attacked, and fell like it, though not without making a better defence 
;uid obtaining better terms. Cooks attention was next called to Arcot. Con¬ 
sidered as the capital of the nabohsliip. the possession of it was naturally regarded 
*»» an object of primary moment, though in itself it was comparatively unim¬ 
portant Preparatory to the siege of the fort, Cboto ordered a detachment to 
move from Coverypauk and take post in the city. This was accomplished without 
opposition-—the garrison uf the fort, which was only half a mile distant, looking 
■jii :ts unconcerned spectators, while possession wits token of the nabobs palace 
and the adjoining streets. It was not, however, to he supposed that Lally would 
allow the capital to be \v rested from him without a struggle. The moment he 
^tvv It seriously threatened, he sent a peremptory order recalling LVillon with 
fib force from SeiingliauL Busay, too, arrived most opportunely from his long and 
fruitless visit to Basalut Jung, bringing with 1dm not only all the troops he had 
taken away, hut a considerable lmdy uf g.tud horse whom he had induced to join 
him. The aspect of affaire was tints somewhat change*! The British detach¬ 
ment, after they had collected fascines and other material,s, and even commenced 
the erection uf n buttery, were obliged suddenly to decamp - and Bussya horse 
taking advantage of Ids departure for Pondicherry, spread themselves over the 
country, and committed every species of devastation. At the same time it Twdy 
of Mubrattax, who had Wen hovering on the western frontiers, prepared to 
descend into the low country to sell themselves to the highest bidder Tin? 

Minims presidency deeming their terms too high, tried to lower them.; the French 
agent gave n sum of 20,000 rupees in hand, and thus obtained u body of HHKl 
horse who, without joining their camp, made tto-ir appearance between Axcot 
and Cunjeveram. 

Uoote with, his army putted Wandiwaah on the 13th of December, and Mutu*] 
next evening took up a position which enabled him to intercept the enemy's 
tivnpn when moving towards each "ther, whether from Areot or from Chitfcapet 
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Oil the 10th he advanced sis miles nearer tb l- former town. Meantime Bussy s 
horse and the Mnhrattas continued their course of plunder to such tui extent, 
that tiie inhabit&tite took refuge in the forte and wood-s. and ceased to bring in 
any supplies of provisions to the British camp, which was in consequence threat¬ 
ened with starvation. To increase their difficulties the min began to fall in 
torrents. As the best idternative that now remained, Coote quitted Ivis position 
and placed his army in cantonments iii CovtTypn.uk and the adjacent villages 
Shortly after Coote s retirement, Lally* who had been exerting himself to the 
utmost, quitted Chittapei with a largely augmented force, and advanced to 
ArcoL This movement compelled Coote again to take the held, and he took up 
a strong position at a point nearly equidistant from Arcot and Coveiypauk 
Here, with a large tank in front, a morass cm each flank, and a rear accessible 
only along a causeway, he remained fui the defensive, both because the enemy 
was far superior to him in cavalry, and he was waiting the result of a negotia¬ 
tion by which it wan hoped that the MahmtUus might lie gained over to his side 
bally, too, waiting for the return of the reinforce ment which had arrived too 
Late to save Aljisulipatam, and mistrusting the spirit of ids European troops 
After their late mutiny, had good reasons for not nwniming the offensive. Both 
armies consequently remained within their *me&mp merits. 

In the beginning of January, 17G< l the negotiation with the llnlirnttas again 
terminated in favour of the French The Madron presidency offered 60,000 
rupees, but proposed to pay in conditio nal bills ; the French sent the same Stan 
in read}- money, and were of coutec preferred. On the 8th of January, I unis 
Khan, Moran Bow's general, joined their camp with a new body of 3000 mounted, 
and a greater iiuhi^t of foot plunderers. Laily’a shir seemed once more in the 
ascendant, and he quitted his encampment to commence active oparations, Coote 
suspected that the recovery ofWatidiwas.li was his object, and sent orders to the 
officer whom he kml left in comma mi to defend it to the last extremity At 
the same time, sending off his lmggnge to i Werypauk, he began U> move eastward 
along the north bank of the Paliar. Lully kept moving at some distance from 
the southern bank at a very slow pace Tie hud an object in view, and was pre¬ 
paring to gain it by a stratagem. He had been told that the British army 
derived its supplies of rice from large magazines of it stored ai Conjevcmm. In 
this belief he executed a series of dexterous numceuvres to cover Ids design, and 
as soon as it was dark set out. taking nearly all the cavalry uf bin army and a 
1 h wly of 300 xpoys T with the utmost expedition crossed the Pal hr, ami after 
a march of fifteen miles, pounced suddenly upon that town at eight o'clock in the 
morning. He had no difficulty in entering it, but it was only to meet disap¬ 
pointment. His information had been false. The stores of rice were imaginary, 
and the plunder ibiind within the tjwn wna almost worthless. The pagoda, 
indeed* contained a. stock of military stores; but it was a place of some strength, 
occupied by two companies of sepoys under art English lieutenant; mud ns he bail 
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no means of forcing it ? it. only ttfm&ined for him to make ’i hasty retreat,, after ,1.0 11s. 
revenging Irimscif on the ittoffensivc iuhu3>itiuit# by setting fire ■ their houses. 

Lully after this disappointment* was more anxious than ever to perform some 
exploit, which might revive the spirits nod ndse him in the estimation, of lm uv 

troops. He could not hut know that the failure of most of his recent n)ensures wS-SUl 
hail suggested grave doubts of Im capacity; anil that the reputation of Bussy, of 
whom he hail always entertained an unworthy jealousy, had risen in proportion 
jtw his own had sunk These facts gulled him to the quick, and made him so 
impatient that lie was alm ost ready for any attempt, however rash. Bussy 
exerted himself to check this wild spirit; and, when it was proposed forthwith to 
attempt the capture of Warn 13wash, suggested a for mole judicious course. 'Die 
English, he said, would not lose Uumdiwush without risking a kittle to save it 
That battle the French * 

would he obliged to 
fight under great disad* 
vantage. A huge part 
of their force would 
neev&sarily lie employed 
in the siege, and the 
main body thus weak¬ 
ened, l>eing obliged to 
remit in w i it re th ey could 
cover the siege, would 
have no choice of posi¬ 
tion, The better phm, 
therefore, would he nnt 
to engage in operations which might make it necessary to risk a general < ■■■' 
action, but to keep together on the banks of the Paliar. and employ the Mahmttas newm. 
in ravaging the country mid cutting otf all sources of supply, so as to leave 
the enemy no alternative hut either to tight when he would mtLer decline it, 
nr be forced tit aeek subsistence under the walls of Madras. This advice, winch 
Lilly would not have relished from any one, was most uni-alutable from Bussy. 
who, la- was unrhurStahle enougli to think, had given it from unworthy motives 
His determination, therefore, was to attempt the siege of Wandiwadi at all 
Lmjsuil*. Coote. who had hastened off to Conjeveram on hearing of the unex¬ 
pected attack U|>ou it. left it on the 14th of January, and having crossed the 
Paliar, encamped on the 37th near Outrsmaloor —a position which* besides being 
equidistant from Trivatoffc, where Bussy had been left with the main body of 
t'lie French army, and Wauiliwasli, nfc which Lilly hud now arrived in person 
with a considerable detachment, had the additional advantage of seen ring the 
ommumication with CliingkpuA, and through it with Madras Laity, after 
taking possession of the suburltn of Wandiwash, threw' entrenchments across 
Yol. l to 
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the openings of the streets leading to the fort, and commenced a battery which, 
erected near the same spot which Coote had selected, was intended to fire upou 
the same angle which he succeeded in breaching. He was shortly after joined 
by Busay from Trivntore with the main body. Coote, though suffering from 
want of provisions, kept his position, watching his opportunity, which he knew 
must arrive, when the enemy prepared to assault, as he would then have an 
option of attacking the besiegers, or the division encamped in the plain to cover 
them. Bussy, thus confirmed iu the view he had taken of Coote8 probable 
tactics, reiterated the advice to keep the whole army together by desisting from 
the siege till a better opportunity; but Lolly, who had formerly rejected the 
advice, was now less inclined than ever to listen to it 

Coote, on learning that the lottery liad opened its fire, and breached the 
main rampart, quitted his encampment at Outramnloor, and advanced to Tirim- 
bourg. within seven miles of Wandiwash. Iu the vicinity of the latter a imam- 
tain of same name stretches above a league from north-east to south-west The 
French army was encamped opposite to the eastern end of this mountain, about 
two miles from the fort. On the 22d of January Coote hastened forward at the 
head of two troops of European and 1000 native cavalry, together with two 
companies of sepoys. He was first descried by the Mahruttas, who were lying 
with their plunder along the north-east foot of the mountain; and some skir¬ 
mishing took place between the cavalry. It was on the whole to his advantage, 
for he took possession of the ground which the enemv quitted, and saw the 
whole plain clear up to their camp. Shortly after, observing, about half a mile 
to the right, some gardens and other inelosures which might be used for shelter 
on necessity, while the ground beyond was well adapted for the display and 
action of the whole army, he ordered the division he had brought with him to 
form upou it, and went back to the line of infantry, to whom he announced his 
intention to lead them on to a general engagement. The announcement was 
received with acclamations by the whole troops; and he led them on in battle 
array to the ground which the cavalry were already occupying. Here they 
stood iu full view of the I* rcnch camp, without perceiving any motion in it, or 
even hearing the sound of firing agninst the fort. 

The day began to wear, and Coote proceeded with his army, still drawn up, 
towards the south side of the mountain, till he reached a tract of ground at its 
toot so covered with stones and fragments of rocks, that cavalry, in which the 
enemy's main superiority consisted, could not act upon it Here he halted 
opi>osite to the French camp, at the distance of about a mile and a half, expect¬ 
ing that the defiance which he thus throw out would be accepted After some 
time, perceiving that the enemy still remained quiet, he again moved, intending 
to *kirt the mountain till he should arrive opposite to the fort, and then turn »» 
as to have it on the right The effect of this movement would have been to 
give him one of the strongest possible posit ion& While the tract of mountain 
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debris secured his left flank, he not only would have the protection of the lire a d. itw 
of the fort on his right, but could not be prevented from tlirowing into it any 
number of troojjs that might be deemed advisable. He might then, if necessary, 
by a sally of the garrison, when sufficiently reinforced, drive the enemy from 
their batteries in the town, and attack them with the whole army, either on the 
flank or in the rear, thus rendering all the entrenchments and other defences 
which they had thrown up in front of their position entirely useless. Lolly, 
though he had failed to anticipate this movement, no sooner saw it commenced 
than he penetrated the object of it; and, as the only effectual means of now pre¬ 
venting it determined no longer to delay the encounter. The camp, as if it lmd 
been suddenly aroused from a state of lethargy, beat to arms, nud the troops 
were seen issuing forth to occupy the ground in front, which had previously been 
marked out as a battle-field. 

The whole Freueh force drawn out consisted of 2250 Eurojieans, of whom ^ Kr ™ tJ * 

lofot. 

300 were cavalry and 1300 6epoya Besides these, 150 Europeans and 300 
sepoys continued at the batteries against the fort The Mahrattas numbered 
3000 horse; but instead of taking part in the action, they considered it sufficient 
service to guard their own camp, and remain on the watch for an opportunity 
of pillaging the British baggage. Hie French order of battle was as follows:— 

On the right the European cavalry ; next, the regiment of Lorraine, mustering 
400 men; next again, the Indian battalion, 700; and lastly, Lilly’s regiment 
400, whose left were under a tank, which had been retrenched, and in winch 
were posted 300 men, chiefly marines from Count d Achc's squadron, or soldiers 
who had returned after failing to relieve Masulipatam. Another tank, in the rear 
of the retrenched one, was occupied by 400 sepoys, whom Bnssy had brought 
from Kurpa The rest of the sepoys, 000 in number, were ranged behind a 
ridge winch ran along the front of the camp. At each extremity of this ridge 
was a retrenchment, guarded by fifty Eurojieans. Of the nrtilleiy. in all six¬ 
teen field-pieces, four were placed in the retrenched tank, anti the remainder in 
sections of three each between the different bodies of troops forming the line. 

The British army consisted of 11)00 Eurojieons, including eighty cavalry, ^ Bnll * b 
1250 black horse, and 2100 sepoys, anti was ranged in three distinct linea In 
the first were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s two battalions in the 
centre, and Draper’s regiment on the left; all these without their grenadiers. 

On the flanks of this line were 1800 sepoys, IKK) on each. In the second line 
were ail the grenadiers of the army, amounting to 300, and having on each 
flank 100 sepoys. The thin! line was formed by the cavalry, the eighty Euro- 
j>eans occupying the centre. Two companies of sepoys stood apart, with two 
field-pieces, n little in advance of the left of the first line The artillery consisted 
of twenty-six fieid-piecea 

The action was commenced by Lally in person. While the British were 
marching up, and before they were within cannon-shot, he put himself ut the 
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head of the European cavalry, and, after a Urge sweep of the plain, made a 
lash at tts-e third line. As soon as hia intention was perceived, the Sepoys of 
the separate detachment, with their two guns, were ordered to Full In irk nt an 
angle which would enable them, to take the attacking cavalry in dunk as they 
weie appron r \ting At the same time the black horse, lints threatened to 1 r 
attack til in rear, made a show of wheeling round to face the enemy,, but only, 
rind apparently of set purpose, threw themselves into eoniVisin n that they might 
have a pretest for flight The eighty Europeans, thus left alone, prepared nofc- 
wi 11 istu ruling to receive the ehnige. Fortunately for them it was unnecessary. 
The two guns of the sepoys, admirably managed by Captain Barker, opened 
with such effect on the nitavking party that they ijalfa)*:*] off withutrt, 
having accomplished or even attempted anything. Lady, time left alone, had 
no choice hut to follow the fugitives. A cannonade hud in the meantime com¬ 
menced, The superiority won decidedly with r I n ■ British ; and Lolly on returning 
to his infantry, found them impatient under the loss which they were sustaining 
without being brought to dose quarters. Their impatience was seconded by his 
own impetuosity, : 113 d lit? gave the Order to advance. The engagement was soon 
general along the whole line. 

The regiment of Lorraine, formed in a column twelve in front, advanced 
almost at a run Against Ooofcete regiment, who by iiis orders reserved their fire 
till their icsai hints were within fifty yards, when they fired a valley with deadly 
effect both on the front and flanks The column though staggered did not stop, 
and in an instant the two regiments were mingled in dreadful conflict at the 
point of the bayonet. It did not last lung, for the column, unable to sustain 
the shock, gave way and lied in dhtorder. About the same time n tumbril in 
r he retrenched tank struck by a shot exploded. killing or wounding eighty men. 
Such was the consteimtion produced, that a large number of those posted in the 
tank immediately abandoned it Their example was followed by the 100 sepoys. 
Tu take advantage of this confusion, Gooto ordered Mohr Brereton to advance 
with the whole of Drapers regiment and seize the retrenched tank. He had 
just carried it with great gallantry when lie fell mortally wuundetl The |losaas- 
of the tank exposed the left flank of Lilly * regiment, which, as soon jis 
tHu field-pieces were brought to play upon it, began to waver. The day was 
now nil but lost to the French, and Eussy, in making a gallant effort to retrieve 
k, was taken prisoner. The oilier wing and centre of the enemy’s line offered 
tittle resistance, and the sepoy* who were posted behind the ridge, on being 
ordered to advance, reIWd to obey. Lolly, now convinced that further resist- 
nu(x was iiRdeffcv abandoned his camp, which the victors immediately entered 
v iiheut opposition, Liad 1 'onto s block home been worth anything the French 
army must have been utterly dispersed; but instead of charging they kept 
cautiomiiy aloof, overawed by the steady front of the European cavalry, who 
anxious to redeem the disgrace of their oarlv flight, enabled LaUy to effect the 
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j-t-treat in tolerable ord.eE, (Jii pruning the fort la- was joined by the ] nitty A n itm. 
left in charge of the batten eg, mid hastened S' in tint; direction of Fhittapet 
The whole loss of die French, in killed, wo n ip and prisoncra. wa* com¬ 
puted Jit fiO0 Europeans ‘Eke killed and W0 iiimI*i 1 of the British amounted 
•ritly to ] flO. 

Lolly, continuing Itk retreat, committed the writraa blunder of quitting 
Clnttapet without remfordng it; and Foote. on wri m no advantage was ever i-uuipi. 
thrown away, determined to capture it. In the nienjitimc Captain Wood. who, 
commanded at Coverypaufe, was ordered to ailv«Dte with Lbs gammon and 
invest the fort of Arcot; and ICMH) of the black l-"i> were sent south to ravage 
the country 1 a; L ween Alttmpurva and Pondicherry, i n retaliation for the previous 
<(evastations committed by the French and their 11 riiratta. allies in the *Liatrictn 
of the English Company. Both expeditions vcen successful The black hurst 
In particular, though they hud proved worthless vr the field of bottle, were 
excellent maraudera, and returned with SOOO head ofcuittle T after having fumed 
eiglity-fmar villages. In giving .such details one n&tmJly thinks of the fearful 
amount of misery which must have been eudtti&d by the native peasantry, 
while thus involuntarily made parties to a war in. die issue of which they had 
do interest. Chittapet was invited by a detnehineofc on the 2Gtli of January 7 , 

1700, and made only a show of resistance. On the :>tk when the whole army 
encamped within cannon-shot. a battery or tww eighteen-pounders was com¬ 
menced and completed in the course of the night. At live the next morning 
the tire opened, mid proved so effective that the breach wiu* nearly practicable 
hy eleven, The gurmo®* consisting of only fifty-sbf Europeans and 300 sepoys 
had no idea of standing an assault, and surrender&i Jit discretion. The sjuuv 
day I unis Khan, deterred at the course of events; quitted the Carnatic with all 
lus Mahrattas. 

Un the 1st of February Coote arrived before Ar<xit. Sin tv the celebrated Atnpt - 
defence by JJlive the works of the fort had been miicli improved The ditch, 
mostly in the solid rock, bad been dug to mi uniform *kptb of six feet; n glacis 
and covered way had been carried entirely rtiaud ; md from the middle of the 
north side of the covered way, u strong ravelin, mounting six guns and conttUU- 
mcatitig with the fort by a gate with a dniwbridg\ p • iivte<JL Tin- siege imme¬ 
diately commenced, and the fire of three batteries vj.; opened on die Hh Owing 
to a want l>otb of artillery and ammunition itut mxidi progress was made. The 
approaches, however, were poshed on, mid by the l>lii not only hud the tap 
reached very near the glacis, but two breaches luii I ecu made to within six 
feet a if the bottom of the rampart Still much rfemiatd to be done; and the 
means of defence ’were still unexhausted, when < v ot. was greatly but agreeably 
surprised at receiving a voluntary offer of surretiJir. The terms were eotm 
arranged, and the grenadiers of the army were at letted next morning to take 
possession of the gates. The garrison, consisting of —47 European*- and nearly 
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A.o in# as many sepoys, hud not lost three men. und might have held out for ten days 
longer before the assault could have been risked. 

The prospects of the French were now gloomy in the extreme. Their 
resources were almost exhausted, and the schemes suggested for replenishing 
^ ie treasur y did little more than revive bitter quarrels and recriminations 

tmm x«tb between the civil and military authorities Coote meanwhile continued to reap 
the fruits of his victory. Mortiz Ali in Vellore, on hearing that the British 
army had. after the capture of Arcot, encamped in tliat direction, feared that 
he might be called to account for the suspicious, if not hostile course which he 
had tor some time pursued, and sent Coote a sum of 30,000 ruj>ees. He refused 
it, stating that lie was not authorized either by the nabob or the presidency to 
levy tribute. Mortiz Ali replying that it was a present to himself as a mark 
of homage to a great commander, according to the custom of the countiy, the 
money was accepted, but only to lje added to the general stock of the prize* 
money of the army The honourable contrast which Coote’s conduct on this 
occasion presents to that of the civil and military authorities in Bengal, when 
similarly tempted, will not be overlooked. 

m. cua Coote marched from Chittapet on the 26th of Februarv, and arrived on the 

tmuail «ue- * 

«■—- 2Dth at Tindyvanum, a place of large resort, situated at the junction of several 
roads leading to Pondicherry, from which it is only twenty-five miles distant 
The object of this march could not be misunderstood; and the Freucli, who hud 
commenced the war in the full confidence of establishing an undisputed supre¬ 
macy, became aware that their next struggle must lx? for existence. To prejKire 
for the worst, they endeavoured to obtain possession of all the commanding posts 
in the vicinity One of the most iuq>ortaut of these was the fort of Permacoil, 
situated about eighteen miles north-west of Pondieherry, and ca]>able both from 
its position and its strength of protecting the intervening territory. It had 
previously been in a great measure overlooked; but immediately after the defeat 
at Wandiwash, Lolly saw the use which might be made of it, and induced the 
native governor to admit a party of French with some cannon into it After 
the capture of Chittapet and Arcot susj*?cting that he had committed himself 
to the losing party, lie wrote Coote, pretending that the Freucli had gained 
admittance by surprise, and ottering to assist him in ousting them. It seemed 
worth while to put liis sincerity to the test; and hence, when the rest of the army 
was on the way to Tindyvanum, Coote had preceded them with most of the 
cavalry, and two companies of sepoys, and advanced as far as Permacoil. It 
consisted, os usual, of a jxttnh or town, and a fort; the former surrounded with 
mud walls, and the latter crowning the summit of a precipitous rock, rising to 
the height of 300 feet at its narrow end, and gradually lowering to 200 feet at 
the other. The governor gave all the assistance he had promised; but it would 
have been of little avail had the garrison, though small, been properly provided 
lor a siege. Shortly ufter the attuck began their fire slackened from want of 
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ammunition. Still, however, they maintained the defence manfully at a cans!- jl.d jtw 
dembk loss of life to the besiegers, and six days elapsed before they surrendere-1 
Lully on this, as on many other occasions, was only a little too late, A large 
detachment was actually on the way to throw 
it considerable reinforcement of men and 
stores into the fort, when intelligence of 

r <Q B 

U note’s approach frustrated the design. 

TJie reduction of the places Still in pos¬ 
session of the French might now Ut considered 
os merely a work of time, ami the British 
proceeded to attack fort after fort with 
almost unvarying success. It is affirmed, 
indeed, by Lolly, that bad they, instead of 
directing their attention to subordinate ob¬ 
jects, marched direct upon Potsdtdierry, they 
might have made themselves masters of it in 
eight da} - ®. On such a subject he ought to 
be 6 good authority; but as he makes this 
statement when Ids object was to show how 
shamefully the authorities had acted in not 
providing better for its defence, it may be 
presumed that there WBU some exaggeration 
in it Conte thought differently, and therefore noted more cautiously by not * 1 J rtt * r " 
attempting to take Pondicherry till it was rendered in a maimer defence- 
less, by the capture of till the places from which it might have drawn n^ist- 
aae&. Though the French squadron hud long been withdrawn from the coast, 
and that of the British been reinforced to a strength which it had never 
before possessed, it was not impossible that, ns a lost resource. Count dfAebd* 
or some more enterprising naval commander, might make his appearance 
from the Mauritius, or directly from France, and by throwing in supplies, 
enable Pondicherry to maintain a protracted defence. It was desirable, there¬ 
fore, that all the places where such ships could rendezvous, and enjoy even u 
temporary protection, should he reduced. These places on the Coromandel 
typist were now only two: Ajurap&rva to the north of Pondicherry, and Qirrieal 
to the south. Coote, still suffering from a wound which he had received at 
Permncoih intrusted the siege of A luinpirvn to Major Mohsozl It. wels in vested 
on the 10th of March, and thoogh a place of some strength, having a Jbrt soliiUv 
built <1 stone, and inch> sj ^\ by a Wrt ditch, surrendered at discretion on the 
third sky. Cwrical being considered a place of more consequence, the prepara¬ 
tions made for besieging it were on a greater scale. As It was intended at the 
seme time to maintain as large an army us possible near Pondicherry, in order 
to intercept all supplies from the surrounding country, some difficulty was 
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found in procuring such ti. t"i -rvinj oh was judged adequate. To supply the tlpfb 
vEt'HL-y 300 marines were obtained front the fleet, 1 (X> European firelocks, Ihrty 
artilierviuen, KK)U sepoys, and six field-pieces were brought front Xndiinopoly , 
and the King of Tanjore was, requested to send his nniiy. and every kind of 
assistance. Major Munson, who was again to command, having embanked with 
o party of troops from Alumparva. anchored in the rood of Gsrricrd on 11■ 28tli 
uf March, and wan joined, in the course of the same evening, by a squadron 
which had sailed from Madras with the artillery mid stores. Considerable dis- 
appowvferoent was felt when it was discovered that the King of Tanjore had |udd 
no attention to the request made to him, and that cone of the expected rein 
forcements lied yet arrived. It was determined, notwithstanding, to effect n 
landing aiul imminence the necessary works, It soon appeared that the means 
df defence had l<ee» greatly overrated, The fort, in the lomt ul a [nmdlelijgmun, 
was regularly constnn.-ted r but was of such limited dimensions as to be rather fi 
fort in miniature than one fi it actual service Its whole length weis ItHh and 
its hremlth only fiO yards. Tins, indeed, was exclusive of the bastions, one ist 
each angle, hut these admitted only three guns m their faces. To cauipenrat? 
this defect each of the four curtains was covered by a ravelin mounting six 
guns. On Lhe nth of April, ten days after the landing, a considerable breach 
had been effected; and though much remained to he done before acees* to it 
COuld be obtained, the governor was summoned to surrender. Contrary to 
expectation he expressed his readiness to do so, provided he were allowed to 
match out with the In mourn of war. When this was refused he made no further 
objection* and resigned the place without filing another shot. The besiegei* 
m add sea reel V credit their success. Only three men had been hilled to the 
attack, and five in the defence. 'Never, perhaps/' says Oruie, u woaso great 
an arum incur, prepared to succeed with so little loss, excepting when Lfe La- 
bourdotinais took Madras in 17+6.” 

The capture of these maritime places was followed by that of Ynldore and 
ifliers, S'> that Pondicherry waa in a manner hemmed in on every side; and ui> 
plncra of any consequence, not iu its immediate vicinity. remained m the French 
possession, except the forts of Gingee and Thiagur. These, however, could not 
be ar^' obstacle to the siege of Pondiuheny; ami this task, which if naeomplishel 
would give the finishing blow to French power in India, was now to be com- 
in diced in earnest. Lfilly on his port was not idle, and turned his attention to 
every quarter from which it seemed possible that aid could be drawn, Among 
other quarters, lie thought of Mysore. Hyder Ali. destined to make an impor¬ 
tant figure in Indian warfare, had succeeded in usurping tiie whole power of the 
government With him Lilly opened a communication through the interven¬ 
tion of a Portuguese monk, who bore the title of Bishop of llalicam&fsiiB, and 
was not unwilling to employ the influence which he acquired in liU religious 
character for political purpose* Through him Lite bargain which enlisted tlu j 



(.'Hiih. XI.J 


FRENCH TREATY WITH HYDES ALL 


u33 


Hah ratios in thy French scmce had l>een concluded, and it waa therefore not a_d it.-i. 
unlikely that he would W able to conclude a similar bargain with the Mysoreans. 

Hyder Ali though virtual ruler of Mysore, did nut Joel jjcrfectly secure, mid 
was therefore anxious to possess so me place of strength on the fronts era, in which 
lie might always be curtain of finding on impregnable asylum. Tbiagur was 
just finish si plants; and be was therefore easily induced to enter into ;i treaty by 
which he agreed that, in return for the cession of the forts of Thiagnr and Elvan- 
Jisore, which, with their dependencies, "were to remain the property of the My¬ 
soreans in perpetuity, as lung a# the flag of France existed in India; he would 
immediately furnish n body of 2000 horse and 3000 sepoys, to be employed in 
the French service, and paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees a month. After the 
<! 1 livery of Thiagur lie was to supply an additional li'M’HO horyi.- mid 2 U 0 H sepoy a 
All these forces, united with those of the French, were to be liret employed in 
clearing the Carnatic, and afterwords in conquering Madura and Tinnevvlly, 

These countries when conquered were to belong absolutely to Hyder Ali. who 
«'a.K. moreover, to receive nearly a half of all the Carnatic conqttesta. 

The secret of this negotiation bad been so well kept, tint the Madras pre* 
ddency hoard of it for the first time on the 24 th of Slay, while they were busy m<ip 
with the preparations for the complete blockade of Pondicherry, At first. it was 
believed to Lie an bile rumour, which Lally hiul set afloat for some conceajecl 
purpose: but all doubt on the subject was set at rest by the actual arrival of the 
first division of the Mysore troops at Thiagtir on the +tli of June, Meanwhile 
-mull parties huh passed undiscovered ('mm Pondicherry to Gingee, and thence 
to Tfcingur. in this way 200 Europeans hah been assembled for the purpose of 
Jiuram ponying the Mysoreana in their future march to Pondicherry. Attempts 
were mode to interrupt their progress, but they dexterously avoided an encounter 
by changing their course, and on the 23 d of June arrived safely at Amncooprin. 
s h-y bod l>een cambered with an inmu-uw convoy of cattle, and succeeded in 
bringing 2000 head as far as Trivadl In order to hasten on. the greater port 
of them were here left behind, and ultimately not more than 300 arrived sit 
Pondicherry 

The Mysoreans who hod arrived were only 150 U cavalry, and hot! been gent ■' Priti,il 

K for<^ 

ftirwRrd by Hyder Ah, not so rail eh in fulfilment of the treaty, as t<> obtain a 'Ww- 
formal ratification of it. lAUj bad carried on the negotiation on his own respon- ^ ^ 
Ability- but ns a mmour of bis recall had become prevalent, Hyder Ali insisted 
l lad the treaty should Lie signed not only by hiiiL buL by belevrit the governor, 
anil all the members of council This placed them in u kind of dilemma, They 
professed to disapprove of the terms of lim treaty, and yet were unwilling to 
lose the benefit of it. They there lore signed; but at the same time had recourse 
to the mean subterfuge of endeavouring to throw the whole responsibility on 
Lully, by drawing tfp a secret document, in which they pretested against their 
own signature, and embodied oil their objections. As soon as the treaty was 
Vol, x. BO 
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signed, fill the Mysoreans went away, promising a speedy return with their 
whole foree and abundance of provisions. They were even better than their 
word; for they not only arrived, but gained a victory by the way. Their force, 
consisting of 4000 horse, 1000 sepoys, and 200 Europeans or topasses of the 
French army, with eight pieces of cannon, had arrived within sight of Trivndi. 
when they were encountered by Major Moore, who had gone to intercept them 
at the head of 180 European infantry, 50 hussars, 1600 black horse, and 1100 
sepoys. The manifest inferiority of numbers should have made Moore pause 
before risking a battle; but either because he was not iu a condition to refuse it. 
or from over-confidence, he attempted to stand his ground, and owing to some 
unexplained mischance or misconducts sustained a disgraceful and total defeat 
The Mysoreans were afterwards allowed to proceed without interruption, and on 
their arrival at Pondicherry were received with a long salute of cannon. They 
deserved it; for, besides the troops, they brought, what was justly deemed not 
less important, 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage and drawing their artillery, 
and 30(H) more laden with rice and other provisions. 

When Moore met with the above disaster, Coote was encainj>ed with Ids army 
at the foot of the hill of Perimbd, preparing for the siege of Villenore, a fort 
about five miles W.S.W. of Pondicherry, and now* the only serious obstacle to 
the complete investment of it Believing that Lally, as soon as the Mysoreans 
arrived, would make every effort to save this fort, he proceeded, with that happy 
union of enteqirise and caution which liiaractorized nil his movements, to 
strengthen his position by a redoubt and several retrenchments judiciously 
selected, so as both to protect his army in the event of an attack by superior 
numbers, and furnish a basis for offensive operations. His precautions wen* 
not unnecessary; for after the Mysoreans arrived, Lally, determined to lose no 
time in relieving Villenore, set out for that purpose at the head of the whole 
forces he could muster. His mini liens were far sujierior to the British, and he 
luul every prospect of compelling Coote either to raise the siege of the fort, or 
risk an action under unfavourable circumstances in order to maintain it. Lolly's 
had fortune still attended him. The garrison, though few in numbers, and 
threatened every moment with assault, might easily have stood out for two days. 

I he commandant thought otherwise, and hung out a fiag of truce, which was 
instantly follow'ed by surrender. The event took both armies equally by sur¬ 
prise, but of course produced very different sensations. Coote, successful at the 
wry moment when he least expected it. declared that during the whole course 
of his career be bad never been so fortunate Lally, who had arrived within 
cannon-shot, was horror-struck when he saw the British flag living on the 
rnrajiarts. and hastened bock to seek the protection of the guas of Ariancoopuu. 
Coote, shortly after the capture of Yilleuore, haring been reinforced by 700 of the 
iwlx.ib s force, and 500 of his cavalry, marched up to tlie bound hedge with almost 
all his native troops, but without any Europeans. His object was to try the 
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tamper aud courage of the Mysoreans by defying them to an encounter with p, um 
tlndr own countrymen. Previous eventfe had discouraged them, nml they declined - 
the challenge. 

The junction of the Mv.sorears with the French was not .so formidable in its 
direct m m its indirect consequences. The nabob's revenues could not he erd- hn?diii*nj 
leeted in the face of marauding parties,, and yet there was no other source from 
which the funds necessary to carry on the war could lie obtained, as the direc- 
t^rs at home had intimated their resolution not to supply them, and the Bengal 
presidency, instead of being able, as the directors imagined, to meet the wants of 
thr other presidencies, had been obliged to borrow lnrgely For its own neceEsitius. 
Pecuniary embarrassments. however, wm now the only danger to be feared. 

For reinforoemcTite were arriving from different quarters, and in particular, 
towards the beginning of August, six Company ships arrived, liliving on hoard 
603 men drafted from regiments in England The French, outlie contrary, were 
rapidly becoming Weakened. The Mysoreans, iiiureiised to about 10,000, were 
unable to render any service eqmil to the monthly pay for which they hod 
stipulated; and, notwithstanding their dexterity as marauders, failed to bring in 
provisions sufluient for their own consumption. No sooner was the pressure of 
want felt than Ehey begun to repent of their French alliance. Desertions in 
Cunsaquenee became so numerous, particularly among the sepoys, as greatly to 
thin their ranks. The horse, possessing 1 better means of regaining their homes 
when they should deem it expedient, remained more steadily at their posts, but 
lit. last, when they found their eorcnuunications with the open country gradually 
narrowed, the greatest part of the whole body suddenly decamped in one night 
from the glacis of Pondicherry. They were hotly pursued, mid buffered much 
from British detachments before they made tlieir escape. A few nights after, 
those who had remained, as well as a division of 500 who had retraced their 
steps in order to dude pursuit, moved off, and in a short time not one Mysorean 
remained. 

The time seemed now arrived for establish Lug a complete blockade of Pondi- 

■ 1 f«ir1«i<gicu 

cherry both by oea and land. it. wns necessary for this purpose that the it. 
bound hedge, with it* redoubts, should be in possession of tli® British army, and 
that the squadron should remain on the coast oven during the approaching 
monsoon. Coote thought it moreover, necessary that the fort of Ariancoopan 
should be captured. The force necessary for this purpose was estimated at 800 
European^ but it ^reined doubtful whether such a number could 3 m* safely 
withdrawn from the camp, which mustered in all, inclusive of garrison and 
detachments. only -600 European and 6000 native troops. It. was therefore 
determined, in order to prevent the army from being ton much weakened, to 
employ the marines of the squadron on shore. They amounted in all to 122 
Europeans, firnl were landed at Cuddnlore on the 27th of August Another 
Heasomibto reinforcement was obtained on the 2d of September, by the arrival 
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a t> liiii of several Company ships, having on board jjnrt of a Highland regiment They 
ware under convoy of three ship of war, two of them of sixty guns each These 
joined to the other ships increased the ’whole squadron now before Pondicherry, 
under the euininand of A dmira l Stevens, to seventeen sail of the line. 
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The joy caused by the arrival of these ships and troop was much damped 
by the com missions whieli they brought from the War Office, appointing Majors 
Brereton and Manson llentenant-coIojwLs, with prior date to the oomnussion of 
Colonel Coot*. Tiua distinguished officer was thus virtually superseded at the 
very moment when he «:ls preparing to crown all his exploits by n. final 
triumph. The injustice done him was. however, rather accidental than premedi¬ 
tated. Coote had been originally appointed to Ii. 11 _; J, and tine ctunmLssioiis had 
been issued under the belief that he was actually serving, or at lea.'t about X*> 
serve there, as the new coloueb were expressly ordered not to assert their eom- 
rnkwrona while he remained on the coast Major Breretoo had, ns we have seen, 
met a soldier s death at Vi’andiwash. Henson was still at his post, and might 
have done himself honour by continuing to serve under (Jbote as before ThU 
temporary obscuration of rank, however, wa> too great a sacrifice, and the 
utmost which he could bring himself to propose was to retire to Madras, Tins 
could not be listened, to, and Coute, immediately giving over the command of the 
army to him, prepared to sail for Bengal Ah a matter of course be meant to 
take his regiment along with him, but generously consented to leave it behind, 
when the presidency alleged that it could not be wanted, and Monson even 
declared that on its departure the blockade of Pondicherry would be raised 
He may have made this declaration the more readily in consequent* of a bold 
attempt which bally made to trike the British camp by surprise. Being per¬ 
fectly aware that he was in no condition to stand a siege, be mustered all Ids 
forces for an expiring effort. It was concerted with some skill and so much 
secrecy that Coote though he had many spies in Pondicheny, was totally 
unaware till the attack actually commenced. On the 4th of Septtanber the 
whole of Xfllly'a disposable troops amounting to 1400 European infantry, 100 
European horse, and 000 sepoys, having marched out of the town, and passed 
tin- boundary hedge, approached the British camp in four divisions, to hike 
possession of the jmst which had lieeii previously assigned them. By some 
rods taka, the division which ought to have been the moxt effective of nil, ns it 
was in the rear of the camp* did not arrive in time to commence the attack 
when the concerted signal was given; and the other divisions, disappointed 
when the expected diversion was not made in their favour, were obliged, after 
n partial success, to retire. 

The intended attempt on Ariancoopfui had been abandoned m deference to 
the objections of Monson, who was now able to carry on the siege according to 
liis own plana His first object was to seise the four redoubts which were placed 
in the openings of the bound hedge, and commanded the leading avenues to 
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the town. With this view a night attack was resolved, and would have cam- * atw 
pletely succeeded but for U blunder similar to that to which Lolly hud owed 
hi* failure, The near of one of the lending divisions becoming separated by mis¬ 
management from the van. caused so much delay that daylight began to appear, 
and enabled the defenders of one of the redoubts to open a murderous the. The 
very first shot from a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with Laiigmge. killed 
eleven men and wounded twenty^six, Among the latter was Colonel Housen 
himself struck with a piece of iron which broke both the bones of Ida leg 
Notwithstanding this disaster two of the redoubts were carried, 

Colonel Hanson* wound might have been followed bv fa tail results to the c.*** 

rtwWItlw- llMi 

foeaiegera The officer next in command wag a Major Robert Gordon, who had anuumf 
more than once absented himself from big poet in the hoi r of danger, and was 
in other respects incompetent Fortunately Coote had not yet suM for Bengal, 
and readily consented, at the request IraLb. of 11 otLsnn ar.d the presidency, to 
resume tlie command, and finish the work which he had so well begun. He 
arrived only iu time. Gordon, as obstinate as ignorant, had risked the recapture 
td the redoubts T by refusing to take the advice of a w iser officer than himself 
General discontent also, produced by a deficient supply of provisions and sick- 
ness, had begun to prevail Under Coote a skill and vigorous command the 
gathering clouds dltSqppWWWL Of the two remaining redoubts in the bound 
hedge one was voluntarily abandoned by the enemy without a struggle, and the 
other forced, though not without some loss to the assailants. In consequence 
of these successes the whole of the bound hedge was in possession of the be¬ 
siegers, who were thus enabled to convert one of the main defences if the t- wn 
into a new means of annoyance. 

October had now arrived, and active operations were necessarily postponed in 
the prospect of the approachingmonsoon This teinfjorary cessation of hostilities, 
however, afforded no real relief to Pondicherry Its worst enemy was within. 
Provisions had begun to fail, and miltless new supplies could be ibbiined, famine 
must soon compel a surrender. To iliiulnish the consumption, Lalh proposed the 
immediate expulsion of the black inhabitants, but the general council which he 
assembled to consider the subject did not see the necessity of the case so strongly 
res lie did, and broke up without a decision Many of the European families, 
however, obtained Cootes permission to pass without interruption to the Duni-di 
or Dutch settlements on the coast 

The attempts made by Lally to obtain provisions generally failed. As a last uu ? 
resource he entered into a negotiation with the Muhrattas, who bad again made u,r wnj. 
their appearance, in the hope of turning the course of events to their own profit. m ' f 
Gin gee, which had once belonged to them, was the great object on which their 
hearts were set, and Balajee Eao must have been strongly tempted when he 
was offered 500,000 rupees in hand the moment he should appear with bis army, 
and the cession of Giugce as soon as the siege of Pondicherry should be raised 
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The Mahrattn chief' Wrh too entitlcma and wilj to commit himself at once and 
protracted the negotiation tiff the opportunity wins ifst- 

Pre pa rations were now made to convert the blockade of Pondicherry into a 
regular siege, and on the 10t.li of November n vessel laden with nil the neces¬ 
sary stores arrived from Madras. Lully, seeing these preparations, could no 
longer e-m^nt to postpone the execution of the proposal lie hail made mon-* 
than a month before, and turned out of the gates the whole of the natives, with 
the exception of a few retained as domestics, to the number of 1 UJO, of l oth 
scXCs and all ages. They made their way to the boundary hedge, hoping they 
would be permitted to pass, but it was only to meet with treatment more ruth- 
less than that of their expulsion. The British outposts throve them bock; and 
they gathered in despair at the foot of the glacis* imploring re-admbsb m When 
it was refused, some attempted to clamber over into the covered way, and were 
fired upon and killed Seven days the wretched aurvivore kr-pt wondering 
! tetween the town and the British posts without shelter, and with no food 
except tins roots uf grass which they picked up. The guilt of tlda horrid inhu¬ 
manity whs dialed both by besiegers and besieged* hut by no means in tut erpirtl 
degree. Laliy could plead necessity for what lie had done; C’ootc could plead 
nothing but the advantage which he might gain by an act of horrid inhumanity. 

Four ricochet batteries, intended only to luinuss the grtrm"n by a emsa fnv 
of ricochet shot along the streets and nimpnrbs, were opened near midniglit of 
the 8th of December. ami contmued thtir fire at in ten-ala during the six 
following days- It did very little execution, and was scarcely worth the 
ammunition expended upon it, though it certainly had the effect of increasing 
the fatigue nf the garrison when very little able to hear it. They had been put 
on an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with n little meat at intervals; but 
even this limited consumption so much exceeded rorae casual supplies by tea, 
that, by the end of December the public store did not contain provision for 
more than three days. At this time, however* they derived some relief from an 
unexpected ijuarter. On the very last day of the year 17GO, while the British 
squadron. in all tw elve sail, were riding ill Pondicherry Road, a sudden hurricane 
m-ose Six of the vessels foundered, or were driven ashore, and no fewer than 
loon Europeans belruigiiig to them periilied. The disasters were not confined 
to the sea All the tents and temporary caserns of the camp were blown to 
pieces; the ammunition brought out for immediate use was destroyed; and the 
>ea breaking over the beach, and overflowing the whole trad as tar ns the 
lioumlary hedge, ruined all the butfceriea and redoubts which the army Lanl rabefL 
Tlie iiduibi hints of Fordid uuty, when the sun rose clear the next morning 
and shewed, them the general dcs'iiatation, regarded it as a ilelivi-mnoe from 
II cavern Had only 300 men been able to march out three horn s after day light, 
ihey would not have found UK) of the iHesicgtrs together to resist them. This, 
however, was impossible. Though the gam&m bml buffered little, they could 
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not curry their ammunition dry, nor drag the wtiikay over inundated fields 
They could, therefore, do little more than give utterance to earnest wishes lIl at 
ship ex j wasted with supplies from Madagascar might arrive while the British 
hqimdrou was dispersed, or driven from the coast. Even thetse wishes .mm link'd 
them, mid with re¬ 
new vd deapon i lency 

they saw their road 
iignin biiarkuded by 
eleven sail of the line, 
i.'OiL-bLiiig chiefly of 
those which had wea¬ 
thered the sterna, and 
others which had 
e,sca|ied it by being 
at the time at sea l*e- 
yond its reach. The 
damaged works of the 
besieger* also were re¬ 
paired, while the gar¬ 
rison were &j.p pressed 
by wont that, when 
they had by a well 
conceived and executed attack sanded a redoubt mid taken a canal derahle 
number of prisoners, Lolly, to save the additional drain on his store of provi¬ 
sions. was obliged to make an open confession of approaching famine by sending 
them back on their parole. 

I in the lOtli of January a battery often guns and three mortars opened its 
tire, and trenches were begun on the north side, just within the skirt of the 
Blaudierie, or Bleaching Town, the houses of winch afforded good cover ; shortly 
after a battery was completed within 4?5Q yards of the w alk Tile garrison 
tM-umrly attempted to interrupt these ivories They saw their apjm.VicMng fate, 
mid seem to have thought it useless to attempt either to ward it off or te 
postpone it. Another battery was about to lie commenced about 150 yards 
nearer the walk It proved unnecessary. On the 15th, as the sun was setting, 
a flag was seen approaching from the town* It preceded a deputation, consist¬ 
ing of Colonel Durro, commandant uf the royal artillery; Father Lavaur, 
superior of the Jesuits, and M a mein ami Court in, members of tlfe council, with 
an interpreter. They were the bearers of two memorials, one signed by Lallv 
and the Other by the governor and council The one by Lolly was very charnc- 
tenet ie, both in its style and substance. As if he had been about to dictate 
terms* not to receive them, lie set out with a long ami irrelevant preamble, in 
which he asserted that the " English hud taken L’handemngore against the frith 
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a d. iTflj. of the treaties iff neutrality which hud always subsisted between the European 
nations in Bengal, and especially between the English and French;" and that 
“tiie government of Madras had refused to fulfil the conditions of a cartel con- 

s.jn™i«t fif chided between the two crowna Owing to this conduct it was “out of his power; 

iwirWfy. ^ ref .j. H . tfLS ^^| e to court of France, to propose any capitulation for the city of 
Pondicherrybut “the troops of the king and company surrender themselves 
thr want of provisions, prisoners of war to his Britannic majesty, conformably 
to the terms of the oarteL” In consequence of this surrender “ Mr (Joote may 
to-morrow morning at eight o’clock take possession of the Villctnore gate; and 
on the same hour the next day of the gates of the citadel; and* as he has 
the force in his own hands, lie may dictate such further conditions :ls he may 
til ink proper' This, strictly speaking, finished. Lully's J ‘an in the surrender; 
but he continued na follows: —“Firmi a principle of justice and humanity alone, 

I demand that the mother and sisters of Rajah Sahib be permitted to seek an 
asylum wheresoever they shall ihink proper, or that they remain piinoucn* with 
the English, and be not delivered, into the hands of Mahomed All khan, still 
* tinged with the blood of the lather and fetishand, vvliich he shed, to the shame 
indeed of those who delivered up Chanda Sahib to him, but to the shame like¬ 
wise of the commander of the English army, who ought nut to have suffered such 
a barbarity to be committed in his. camp Lolly's memorial concluded with his 
consent “that the members of the council of Pondicherry make their own repre¬ 
sentations on what may more immediately concern their particular interests and. 
those of the eoUmy." 

The governor and council seem to have determined that if they did not 

cm^lAiintiaoL. c 

obtain all they wished it wo old not be because they had omitted to ask for it 
The reipiintiems of their memorial, accordingly, were of the following purport: 
—Tltar the houses of the inhabitants he preserved, and Jl their effects and mer¬ 
cantile goods left to their sjWH disposal;" that “in their favour tin* Roman 
Catholic religion was to be maintained; the churches, the houses of the ecclesias¬ 
tic-;, and the religious orders, whether within or without die city, be preserved, 

willi everything I‘d-f-ngiug to them; the ntis&ionaries he free to go and .. 

and receive under the English ikg the saute protection as they had under the 
Frenchand that “ no bail dings or edifice^ and no part of the fortifications 
I* destroyed till the decision of their respective sovereigns." Coo be returned 
u written answer to Lully's memorial declining discussion on the subject of 
Cliaodcnmgorc to? irrelevant, or to be bound by a cartel wliieh was still the sub¬ 
ject of dispute, but offering to accept of the surrender at the lime stated; the 
troops Incoming prisoner of war/* to be treated at his discretion, which should 
not be without humanity" As to the mother and sisters of Rajah Sahib, they 
"should be t-sj.-j .rted to Madras, where proper care should l *e taken for their safety, 
and they should not on any account be delivered into the bands of the Nabob 
Mahomed All.” 
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On the 16th of January the grenadiere of Uoote T s regiment took possession a.o. irip 
of the Vil tenure gate; and in the evening Lilly, who was apprehensive of 
tumult, anticipated the period fixed hy delivering up the citadel On the fol¬ 
lowing morning the British flag was hoisted, and saluted by n thousand pieces 
<if can rum. being those of even ship in the road, of all the posts and fattened in re®*' 
r.if the field nrtil3ery r and of the ramparts and defences of Pondicherry. There 
cannot be a doubt that the surrender was inevitable, as the provisions would 
not 1 1 uve sufficed for two days more. No fault could therefore be found with 
M Lilly for not protracting mi impossible defence, and yet it was too evident 
tE j nt the inhabitants generally regarded him a* the prime cause of then- disaster, 
and would willingly have wreaked tln-ir vengeance upon him. On the third Jay 
after the surrender, when he was about to depart for Madras, about 11>0 jwr- 
sons, mostly officers, and also two members of council assembled at the gate, 
and the moment lie came out in hb palanquin, assailed him with hisses, threats, 
and opprobrious epithets. Dubois the king's commissary, on coming out an hour 
after, was attacked in the -same way. Stung at Lids reception, he stopped and said 
that he was ready to answer any one. The rush challenge was instantly accepted 
by a man of the name of Defer, who at the second pass hud him dead at his feet 
|r whs a bfflfbarota iBMMdrtatknu fiw Dubois «m in old nun and short-sighted; 
and vet such was the feeling nf the bystanders that Ills death was regarded as n 
meritorious act, and not one of them would assist his servants in burying him. 

There is reason to believe that this inhumanity was, at least in s ane of those 
who manifesto! it, the result not merely of personal hatred. Dubois was known 
tu> have taken formal protests against the abuses and irregularities which be had 
detected m the leading officials, and meant to submit them to the home govern¬ 
ment, That the knowledge of this fact had something to do with Ids nssassiim- 
tkm may, without any want of charity, lie inferred from the conduct of tbe 
regist inr, who, the moment the old man fell, came forward and seized lib papers 
They were never heard of afterwards. 

The total number of European military taken tn the town amounted to lh»e»o« 

, , tram I’oat, 

2072, the civil inhabitants were 381 T the arm Eery fit for service were 500 pieces *t»i u«- 
"f t^nnon and 100 mortars and howitzers. The arms, ammunition, and military ... 
stores were in equal ahundanre. Great were the rejoicings at Madras on account 
of tills mo«t Important capture; hut amid all these rejoicings a delicate question 
arose, and tiireatoned to mar the harmony between the civil and the military 
authorities To whom did Pondicherry belong £ It was surrendered by Lilly 
to his Britannic majesty, and so accepted by (Me, Mr. PigoLt understood iho 
matter differently; and on the fourth da y after the surrender demanded that 
Pondicherry should be delivered over to the Madras presidency, its having 
leeome the preperty of the English East India Company. Coote demurred, and 
submitted the demand to a council of war, composed of the leading officers of the 
army and navy engaged in the capture. Their opinion was that the demand 
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xjt. ivtu could not bemointained; but Mr, Pigntt, when he found argument unavailing 
flit the matter short, by intimating that if Pondicherry were not delivered the 
presidency would not furnish money tor the puy of the king’s troops, or the suk 
aisfcence of the Frendi prisoners. As there was no other source from which the 
necessary funds could be drawn, the council of war Lad no alternative but to 
yield the point under protest 

Hi. The svi.tr which tlie lirttisii and French earned on in India bad from the 

rilhjn^ of 

TWfe^rrr first been truly a war of ex term inn ti oil The existence of the two notions then 

tLotnidiili-ed. t , 

us m dependent rival powers was deemed impossible. and both therefore stw 
that one or other must perish, According^, when Lully sailed from France at 
the Lead of an expedition which anticipated nothing but u series of triumphs, lie 
was instructed by his, government to destroy any British maritime possfe^hm in 
India that should tall into his band* These instruction* were interoepted,, and 
funtstu-il a plausible ground for retaliating iLo barbarous [mliey which tln-v 
enjoined. The presidency of Madras therefore, as soon as Poudicbom was 
delivered over to them, issued orders for the demolition of Its fortification* 
They were speedily obeyed, mid the citadel and a 19 the other defences were 
converted into heaps of ruins 

With the full of Pondicherry the French pa wet in India woa to all intents 
annihilated; but three places of some importance still remained to be reduced 
■—-the settlement of Maihe, on the Malabar coast, and the forts of Ginuee 
ami 1btagur in the Carnatic, Mabd„ situated seven miles south-east of Telfi- 
chei ry, occupied a height at the in until of a stresim which descends from the 
Western Uh&uta. In its immediate vicinity are several bilk Two of them, 
like itself ou the south bank of the stream, were owned with small forts, but 
its chief defence was Fort St George, occupying a larger hill on the- other bonk. 
The only dependeadisi of Mahd were five smalt foils situated at some distance 
to the north, and a factory at Calicut In the beginning of January, 17 ri ], 
several vessels from England bad landed troops at Tellicherty, to be emph yed 
in the reduction of Make; but as it lies within the Limits of the Bombay presi- 
deucy, it was ne«S8uy to have their authority before attacking it. and this 
authority did not arrive before the Leginning of February, The interval was- 
diligently employed by the governor in funning all knees with the neighbouring 
chiefs. Their assistance was absolutely necessary, for the whole European mili¬ 
tary available t^r deleime did not exceed 11)0, while their assailants, imib-r Major 
Hector Monro, Amounted to IHM) European and “00 native troops. Though the 
chiefs Imd premised liberally, when the push came not a single man appeared , 
mid the govern or counted himself fortunate when, instead of lieing obliged t" 
wurrendcr at discretion, be effected a capitulation. which in addition to other 
advuatagc* secured to the garrison the full honours of war, and their conveyance 
at British expense to the Isle of Bourbon or to Europe Gingee hud been pro 
vi'jiidy invested hy Captain Stephen Smith with eight companies ofocfKrya Ii 
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wa,< minmajitled by ofce of Lolly*a officers of the name of Macgreggr, who, ot> a.h. itgl 
I n-ing Htimniontffl, answered, that even if besieged by I OO.CKIU men the foils 
a>nhl not be reduced in three years. His garrb'm eonaiated only of 150 Fun> 
peons, $00 sepoys, and 1IKKI (.'olleriea, or natives of the adjoining hilts- but he 
believed the muLmtuins in l>e impregnable, and displayed, a security which fiiingor, 
would not have been justifiable even if they were really so. He paid the 
|xm;i] ty, and one of his impregnable forts was sealed and taken by surprise. 

This, however, was only o partial success, for the two strongest forts still held 
nut, and had a powerful auxiliary' in the deadly nature of the climate, under 
which the sepoys th-mg ]3 1000 had been added to their number,, were rapidly 
melting away, MacgregOr, however, after lUt his blustering, lost heart, and 
offered to capitulate, Thy terms, though somewhat extravagant, wore readily 
conceded, and on the 5th of April lio marched out with tdl the honours of war. 

TMagtir, wluch Imd returned to the French sifter their alliance with the Myso- 
leans was broken up. shared the same fate, after a blockade and bombard¬ 
ment of sixty-five days by Major Preston. Though there was little prospect of 
reducing it except by famine. the governor capitulated, with two months' pro¬ 
visions stm in store; and as if imcnn«ciGiUK of the advantages of hispositioit, 
i tilv asked to receive the same treatment its the troops taken 111 Pondicherry. 

The fate of Lilly deserve to lie recorded. His unpopularity in India Tb*aai <r 
preceded ha arrival in France; und though with the consciousness of injured 
innocence he took the init.hiti v.-, and brought formal a0CU3ataCmB against the 
leading officials to whose negligence and misconduct be attributed the disasters 
in which his command had terminated, he soon found himself put upon his own 
defence, The arrogance of his manner and the intemperance of his language 
had raised tip a host of enemies, who assailed him with venomous tongues, and 
brought sill sorts of railing accusations against him These were received by the 
go venture lit with willing care. The loss of India, after all the Etanguhu* ho])eH 
which had been entertained, lmd filled the public mind with astonishment and 
indignation; and ministers behoved either to hear the responsibility or transfer 
it from their own to some other shoulders. There was no difficulty hi selecting 
the victim, and Lilly whs confined in the Bastile. Father Lavaur, the Jesuit, 
whom we have seen forming part, of a deputation at the surrender of Pondi¬ 
cherry. hud returned to France and died. Among his papers were found two 
documents, the one a fulsome panegyric, the other a defamatory libel on Lilly. 
Considered ns evidence, the documents cmdd only neutralize each other; but 
there were cittmmsYiiiices in L&vmir's conduct wliieh ought to have thrown the 
balance in Lilly's favour. Xut only was the Jesuit known to be a bitter Jim ter 
but also an unscrupulous liar. M if ruined by the capture of Pondicherry, he 
hod petitioned the guverrunent lot ;i small pension aa a means of subsistence, 
and yet he had died Worth £$0,000, in gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange 
The evidence of such a man was worthless; and yet it was shiuoudcsaly paraded 
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liefore the publie, doubtless with the view of exciting antipathy if it could not 
establish guilt After lying eighteen months in the Bastile, Lilly was confronted 
with his accusers, but betrayed his old haughty and intractable spirit to such 
a degree as not only to exasperate the witnesses, but to prejudice the judge 
appointed to report on the ease Under such circumstances the result could not 
be doubtful Then, as now. a trial in despotic France, when political ends were 
to be gained by a conviction, was a mere moekeiy. After the lapse of other 
eighteen months, the case was ripe for decision, and the parliament of Paris 
were subservient enough to do what the court expected of them. They found 
the accused guilty of having betrayed the interests of the king, the state, and 
the East India Company, and condemned him to be attainted and beheaded 
Before the sentence was made known he was taken before the court, degraded 
from his military rank, stripped of his military orders, and then removed, not 
to the Bastile, which was now considered too honourable a place for him. but to 
the common criminal jaiL When the sentence was read to him he threw up his 
hands to heaven, and exclaimed. “ Is this the reward of forty-five years' service!" 
and snatching up a pair of compasses which lay with some maps ou a table, he 
made an attempt to pierce his heart He failed, and was doomed to drink the 
bitter cup to the dreg* That very* afternoon he was taken out of prison with a 
large gag in his mouth, to prevent him from addressing the spectators, carried 
in a common cart to the Place de Greve, and there Intended. He was in the 
sixty-fifth year of his age. Three men of note—Libourdonnais, Dupleix. and 
Lilly—had thus been judicially murdered in order to divert the publie lrntred 
from the incompetent and corrupt officials of the French East India Company. 
Can it be doubted that an institution which called for such monstrous sacrifices 
more than deserved all the calamities which had fallen upon it? 

In following out the course of events in the Carnatic, we have been led awav 
from the not less im|x>rtant events which, during the same period, had ixvurred 
in Bengal and were beginning, after the first excitement was over, to unfold 
their true character. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Jlt«r Jafiitr nabob, and Clive governor of Bengal—Attempt upon it by the Mogul'* son—Hostilitir* 
with the Dutch—Departureuf Clive—Hu *uct*s»ur», Holvrcll atol Vaniittart—Meet Jafller deposed, 
and Mcer CoMim appointed nabob—M«r Coeeim Uepoeed, and Mtw Jaffirr reinstated— Jfugum- 
ud-Dowlah titular naboli—CUve'i aecond government—Dcuanueeof Bengal, Bihar. and Oriwa 
granted to the Company, 



LIVE had found it a comparatively easy task to put Surnjah a.d its? 
Dowlah to tlight and place Meer Jaffier on the wusnud. To keep 
|| him there, and induce him to govern with wisdom and vigour, 
was a task of greater difficulty. This was partly owing to the 
indifferent character and very moderate abilities of the new 
nabob, but still more to the circumstances in which he was placed. His fellow* KibMip 

. of Uto 

conspirators naturally exjiected to share largely in the fruits of lus success, and j*j»n 
took offence when the rewards which they received fell short of the extravagant 
value which they attached to their services. The distribution of large sums of 
money bad been anticipated; but in the very first days of the government* the 
greater j>art of what had been found in Surnjnh Dowlah s treasury had been 
required to meet the first instalments due to the Company, and pay the enor* 
mous sums granted or extorted under the nume of presents to their servants. 

Thus, ut the outset, when nothing but a liberality approaching to lavishness 
could have gratified the selfishness of the nabob’s courtiers, and conciliated the 
good-will of the population generally, he was compelled either to practise a 
niggardliness which made him contemptible, or to have recourse to measures of 
extortion which made him detested. When pursuing the object of his ambition. 

Meer JafBer bad readily promised everything that was asked of him. The 
performance was then both distant and conditional, and many things might 
occur before it could either be asked or enforced; and he had imagined, as Orme 
expressly states, 1 that " his liberalities to individuals, who were the heads of the 
English nation, would relax their strictness in the public terms, In plainer 
words, be thought that the large sums which lie had given as presents would 
have ojieroted as bribes, and disposed the recipients to overlook defalcations 
where the interests of the Company only were concerned. Great, therefore, was 
bis disappointment, not unmingled with indignation, when he found Clive 
sternly insisting “on the payments of the treaty monies as they became due.’’ 

There was another kind of interference which touched the nabob more nearly, 
and Is said bo have been regarded by him with abomination The authority of 
a nabob within bis own province was absolute, and Meer Jaffier, when seated 


• At i! it ary Traniaetiani, vol. ii. p*ge 1M. 
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on the muanud, «ras not disposed to relinquish any of the i>ower» which hud 
been exercised by his predecessors. He had partialities and hatreds, and did 
not choose that commands in the army, or the administration of the govern¬ 
ment, should be intrusted to any but his own favourites He accordingly 
meditated many changes; but when he would have carried them into effect, he 
was mortified above measure to find that another consent beside his own was 
necessary. Some of these changes would have been violations of promises made 
and even sworn to; others of them would have been contrary to sound policy; 
and on these and similar grounds Clive did not hesitate to tell him bluntly that 
he would not permit them. Who then is master? was the question which the 
nabob put to himself; and from that moment his resolution was taken to eman¬ 
cipate himself from British ascendency. He was wireful, however, to do nothing 
which could excite the least suspicion of a change in his feelings; and therefore, 
while Clive continued at Moorshedabnd, nothing could exceed the deference paid 
to xdl his wishes and opinions, and both the nabob and his sou lived with biin 
on terms of intimacy and familiarity. 

On the 14th of September, 1757, Clive having set out for Calcutta, leaving 
\\ atts, Manninglmm, and Serafton at Moorshedabad, to transact the Company’s 
affairs, Meer J sillier lost no time in endeavouring to carry out his own views. 
The leading agents in the conspiracy which overthrew Surajah Dow lab were 
Hindoos. Through them chiefly the previous negotiation with Clive and the 
other servants of the Company had been carried on; and it was therefore 
probable that through them also their future influence in the government would 


be exercised. Reasoning thus, the nabob s first object was to curtail, and, if 
possible, extinguish the power of the Hindoos. At the head of them stood 
Roydullub the dewan. With him, therefore, it was proposed to begin, but with 
the greatest caution, for Roydullub, aware of the feeling with which he was 
regarded at court, not only stood upon his guard, but had obtained from Clive 
a guarantee of personal safety. The first step taken against him was indirect, 
and was important only as an indication of what might be expected to follow. 
Ramramsing, who, besides being head of the spies, was Rajah of Midnapore. was 
summoned to Moorshedabad to settle the accounts of his district. Being consi¬ 
derably in arrear, and suspicious of what was intended, he did not go in person, 
but sent his brother and nephew, who were immediately thrown into prison. 
Roydullub, with whom Rammm.sing had always been closely connected, believed 
tliat this violent proceeding was the precursor of a similar requisition to himself, 
and established connections in different quarters, determined, if necessary, to 
repel force by force. He was even suspected of having stirred np two rebellions 
—one by Ramramsing, who, on hearing how his brother and nephew luul been 
treated, assembled 2000 horse and 5000 foot, with which he threatened to retire 


into the jungles with which his country abounded; and the other by Ogul 
Sing, whom Sumjah Dowlah had npj>ointod governor of Purneah. 
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These revolts. both headed by Hizuloos, and presumed to have l>een insti- a d itm. 
gnted by Rovdullub, drove Meer Jafficr from his course of dissimulation, and 
made him avow his determination to treat Rovdullub as a rebel. A kind of 

. . <|u*rr*l •itb 

ojm?u hostilities were accordingly declared ; and the dewan, while still continuing Rorduiiui. 
to hold his office, not only refused to visit the nabob, but assembled a force of 1000 
men to set him at defiance. Through the influence of Clive an npparent recon¬ 
ciliation was effected, and an interview took place, at which the nabob and his 
dewan swore “ oblivion of former distrusts and future friendship Nothing 
could be more false and hollow; and Rovdullub, while he evinced suspicion by 
keeping his house under pretence of sickness, gave a decided proof of hostility 
by refusing to allow the troops under his own control to take part in the exj>e- 
dition to Pumenk. 

While T>eace was thus maintained with difficulty in the verv centre of Ben- Conspiracy 

1 * afAmnunet* 

gal. the frontiers were assuming a threatening aspect In I)neca a conspiracy ki»u. 
to seize the fort was headed by Ammuuee Khan, a son of Serferaz Khan, the 
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nnbob who preceded Ali Verdy; and though prematurely discovered, was not put 
down without the aid of troops furnished by the Company. In the opposite 
direction, in Beliar, a formidable rebellion seemed so imminent that Clive left 
Calcutta and put himself at the head of his troops to march directly for Pntiui 
The rumour which prevailed was that Ramnnniin. to whom a strong suspicion 
of disaffection still attached, lmd formed on alliance with Sujah Dowlah. the 
Nabob of Oude, and that they were preparing to unite their forces with the 
view of marching into Bengal Another rumour was. that the elevation of 
Meer Jaffier to the musnud was disapproved at Delhi, and that an intrigue was 

1 Tbs chouk it very ancient, situated in the port tweets, uJ toys sre exposed for aaie in it. Tbt 
of the city known m the Old Xekant; it is ft square mosque was built in 167 C.—Sir C. D'Oyley** 
uf about 200 yards in extent; and fruit, vegetables, 7 vi'itt 0/ Dacca. 








HISTORY OF INDIA. 


[Book HI. 


b’4S 

a.d. 1757 . on foot to proclaim Mirza Mundee. the inhint son of Surajah Dowluhs brother, as 
nabob. This latter rumour was traced to Meerun, Meer Jaffier's eldest son. and 
Atrocious with w’lmt wicked intention soon appeared; for on the morning of the 10th 
u«nm,u» November, 1757, Moorshedabad was thrown into consternation by the announce- 
^* >l ' * ment tliat a band of ruffians, hired by Meenin. had broken into the palace of 

Ali Verdy's widow, where the infant was living under the cliarge of his grand¬ 
mother, the widow of Zaindee Ahmed, and murdered him. It was added that 
both the widows had shared the same fate. They had only been seized and 
sent off in bouts to Dacca, the rumour of their murder having been circulated, 
and even their fictitious funeral performed, to prevent any attempt that might 
have been made for their rescue, liad it been known tliat they were still alive. 
The one murder, however, was barbarity enough to make both the nabob suid 
his son generally detested, though the former dedured that he neither sane 
turned it nor knew' of it till it was peqietrated. If credit was given to this 
declaration, it was surely a dismal reflection for the inhabitants of Bengal that 
they were already under a government which connived at such crimes, and had 
the prospect of being, sooner or later, subjected to the government of the very 
wretch who perpetrated them, Happily, however, as will be seen, this prospect 
was never realized. 

iwcuumuf On the 25th of November, 1757, Clive arrived with his troops at Moor- 

Ogvl Si 111 1 

•iiiipm**!. shedabad, and on the 30th set out at the head of 550 Europeans and 1500 
sepoys to join the nabob’s army, which laid advanced on the expedition to Pur- 
neah, as far as Rajamahal. Clive’s presence alone sufficed to put down the 
rebellion. In less tlinn a week after his arrival Ogul Sing was taken prisoner, 
and all the chiefs in league with him submitted or fled the country. The 
threatened rebellion in Behar still remained; and the nabob, who was bent on 
removing Ramnarain, urged an immediate advance on Patna Clive saw bis 
advantage, and refused to move until all the pecuniary' claims mid stipulations 
of the treaty should be satisfactorily arranged. This was impossible without 
the assistance of Roydullub, through whose office as dew’an all money bills and 
patents behoved to puss. The nabob was thus in a dilemma He must either 
forego the expedition to Patna or effect a reconciliation with Roydullub under 
such conditions as w*ould not allow him afterwards to recede. The latter course, 
which was indeed the only rational one, was strongly ndvocated by Clive. 
Through bis mediation, and W'ith the security of his guarantee, Roydullub, who 
had previously refused to quit Moorshedabad, arrived in the camp, and the 
nabob and dew'un- once more made a solemn renunciation of their suspicions and 
animosities. The preliminary obstacle being thus removed, the parts of the 
treaty still remaining unfulfilled were easily arranged. The payment of twenty- 
three lacs of rupees, actually due, was provided for bv order on the treasury at 
Moorshedabad for one-hall’ of the amount, and by tuncaws or orders, payable as 
the revenues should be realized, by the Phousdar of Hooghly and the Rajahs of 
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Burdwan and Ivishmigur. for the other half Other nineteen law. payable in 
April, were secured by other tuncaws ou the same districts. Patents wore also 
executed, empower¬ 
ing the Company 
to take possession 
of the ceded lands 
south of Calcutta, 
with the authority 
h if zemiHilary, hut 
subject to a reserved 
an mud payment to 
the i tabu] u if 222,958 
rujMies. The revenue 
of these lands, like 
that of many others 
in the province, was 

allowed hy the Mogul government to the actual nabob ns jnghine, or a j>ension 
for his expenses. Wo ah ull hear of it again. 

Clive vns now ready to accompany the nabob to Patna, but naturally 
required to be informed, before starting, m to the precise object of the expedition 
fin- net bob, seeing it useless to dissemble, avowed bis intention to remove Enim 
imrain, and giw the government to s?oiue one of bis more immediate dependants 
llte nabob, in forming tins resolution, hod overlooked the didicult ies which 
might 1 m* anticipated in executing it. Clive was more discerning; and after 
pointing out the possible alliances which Ramiinrain might form, and then raise 
the standard of iikkqjeiulenw. suggested that U would It? hotter to conciliate 
than t ) otttt him. This suggestion must have been made under a conviction 
that Ramtmmin did nut entertain the treasonable designs imputed t" him; hut 
nothing could be more distastefal to the nabob, ns it both interfered with his 
design of giving the government of Bebnr to his own brother, anil would eon 
tribute t.i strengthen, whereas he was now intent on diminishing, British 
influence An opinion of Clive, distinctly stated and enforced by sound argu 
merit rotild not, however, be lightly set aside; and it was therefore arranged 
after much irresolution and tergiversation on the part of the nabob and Ills 
counsellors that Clive should write a letter to Rntimarain, inviting an interview 
and assuring him of safety'and favour. Meantime the army continued its march 
on Patna in three divisions. Clive with his troops leading the van. lloydulhlb 
witli hm force of 10,IK)0 men'following, and the nabob with the main body 
bringing up the rear. By the way letters arrived from Delhi, advising that 
[intents confirming Mecr Jollier in the nabobship, had been made out. They 
hart been delayed merely because the exhausted treasury at Moorehedabad could 
not furnish the money exited nt the Mogul court where all things bud become 
t m- t a 
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.v.i> i7 - venal In granting titles <>ri the occasion Clive had nut Ijvch foigottau. for he 

was informed through the SfcdLsi that he luid been created a of tiOOO 

vidtufiuio- horse, under several pompous mimes. Jtummmuo. as the airmv advanced. wn- 

m»N in + * 

h'Ijtit tinned taking measures for his defence. Cave's letter bad not yet reached him; 

but as soon .os he received it he gave proof of the foil confidence which it 

inspired la complying with ite invitation, and embarking in his boats on lIu- 

Gaages to pay Clive a visit He arrived on the 25th of January, and the nest 

day proceeded, in company with Mr. Watts, to wait upon the nabob, who 

received him with all the honours due to his rank, yet not refraining from 

certain slights indicative of his real feelings. So equivocal, indeed, was bis 

conduct, that Clive's suspicions were roused, and Banranrain and Ruydulkib. 

who had previously been sit variance, resolved to make common cause. 

Matters were in this misatisfttetoiy state when startling intelligence arrive*!. 
The Naliob of (hide, it was said, bud resumed his aggressive dt-dgna, and was 
about to advance from Lucknow, accompanied by a large body of Mnkratta horse, 
and the European troops of M. Law who bad been living lender his protection at 
Allahabad. Iteer Jaffier was filleil with ahum, more especially after a Mahratta 
chief arrived to demand twenty-four lacs of rupees as the arrears of tribute due 
from Bengal He was now as suh misaj w as be Ijad previously been dLspniSed to 
be insolent; and in order to conciliate Clive, whose sendees had again become 
indispensable to him, he fulfilled the obligations which he line! undertaken in 
regard to Rumnamln, by formally confirming him in his office of deputy-governor 
of Behan Clive was not slow to take advantage of the nabobs altered feelings, 
and requested f >r the Company a monopoly of all the saltpetre made within his 
dominions. The nabob made idany objections, and ultimately consented with 
great rehurtiLTiee. The terms offered were indeed the highest at which the salt¬ 
petre monopoly had ever been fanned, but he knew that (be stipulated rent was 
the utnurst lie could receive from the Company; whereas in the case of a native 
renter, he had an unlimited power of exaction in the shape of presents. On 
obtaining this rather questionable monopoly, Clive proceeded to enforce another 
claim, the justice of which could not >ie denied The stipulated monthly pay ot 
his troops in the nabob s sendee was a hie a month, and though nearly four 
months laid already been consumed in the campaign, only two lacs had been 
received. The demand of the arrears, both under this hem I and others which 
had accumulated, in consequence of the difficulty of realizing anything from dm 
tun caws, was not arranged without difHculty, because the alarms from Dude and 
the Mnbrattas having died away, the nabob had returned to his tortuous polun. 
^ was Again intriguing for the removal of Iinmiiarain. Clive's sagacity anil 
majniti^ firrant® disconcerted his echomey, and Ramnaraia remained in possesion of his 

Ll2ltT.iL i B 

dignity, while the whole army returned by slow marches towards Moorsdiedabml. 

Clive's opinion of Meet .Julfh-r bod undergone considerable modification. His 
tir^t communications with him when the conspiracy wan planned, had imprestwd 
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him favourably, ELTt* 1 he of him in «* ns of his ltUpn? n man of s^mso 

^ Ijt'ii ht’ place! him on the lOUsnud, lie congratulated the courtiers present on 
their good fortune in having received ^ excellent a sovereign, His language 
was now JitRrent in a letter to the select committee of directors' lie buys:— 
i am concerned to mention that the present nabob is a prince of little capacity; 
and not at all blessed with the talent of gaining dm love and confidence of Ills 
principal officers. His TnisnuLnageinent threw the country into great confusion 
in the apace of a few months, and might have proved of fatal oitiarqueiioa to 
himself hut for our known attachment to him. No lew than three rebellion*, 
were on foot at one time. In a letter to Mr, Pigott, written from Patna.. hi> 
Laiiguuge is still plainer and more significant ;—* 1 The nabob's conduct is weak 
lieyoml conception; and you may be assured* whenever we are wanting in 
n to overawe and protect him, min will ensue. You cannot imagine the 
trouble I have had these three weeks past in our march to this place; and since 
his arrival, lie has been wanting to make his brother, who is a greater fool than 
himself, Nabob of Behar, in prejudice of Ramnarain, a Gen too, universally 
ijeloved and respected, and that in breach of his promises t*> me, whom he 
desired to write to him, to engage him to come down and pay his respects 
Not one of iua rajahs would come to, or treat with him, without letter ofnssar. 
iimjc I mm tne. r Flo had no reason, however, to repent of his inarch to Patna 
" Before we took the field," lie observes, '■ it was with the greatest difficulty the 
nabob could be prevailed upon to issue out of his treasury It ),000 rupees; ami 
sinee my joining him, he has already paid twenty-five Inca, and given security for 
the payment of ten more r A subsequent letter to the directors is in still more 
111 >peft 11 term- Referriiig hi the tuncaws or asslgnments on th e revenues t>fcertai n 
ilirttricb, la." says, that through them ' the discharge of the debt Is now become 
independent of the nabob, which precaution is heroine absolutely tiecos^vry, as 
liL 4 rails for money are greater than he can answer. Nothing but a total revolu¬ 
tion in the government cam well interrupt your payments." He afterward*, 
Hilda:— All domestic troubles are now happily ended; and the nabob seems 
xi well fixed in liEs government, as to lie able, with a small degree of prudence, 
to maintain himself quietly in it For ourselves. Wt- have been so fertumte 
m these transactions, ns to attach to us the moat considerable persons in the 
kingdom: and by the constancy with which we successively supported Rjmira.ni- 
sing. Roy dull uIj, and Ranim Br ain, to acquire the general confidence and make out 
friendship lie solicited on all aides. On the whole we may pronouns, that this 
expedition without bloodshed. has been crowned with all the advantages that 
cmdd be expected or wished to the nabob and the Company." 

On the march from Patna, the nabob halted to amuse himself with hunting, 
and pay a pilgrimage to a criebmted tomb in the vicinity of RajamahaL Clive 
continuing to proceed, accompanied by RoydulJub, reached Moorehedabml on 
the 15 th of May, 1738 . Hie state of the city astonished him. The markets 
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were deserted* the shops shut many i f the principal families were preparing 
to send away their effects, and signs of trepidation were everywhere apparent 
Oil inquiry, lie learned that Meenm, who wa.s still more Impatient than his 
father for the removal of Kaamarain and Roydulluh, taul m> >«H>iu j r teamed 
that the latter was accompany in g Olive in his return to the capital, than he 
quitted it with great precipitation, giving out that he had reason fcu suspect 
designs against his own life* ami luid therefore resolved to join Ids father His 
conduct struck terror into the inhabitants* who saw nothing brfbre them but 
the devastation and bloodshed of a new revolution. I live might web 1-e angry, 
for the charge of treasonable designs was levelled at him as well as Roydullub, 
and he therefore wrote the nabob, min p i airing in the slmrpest terms of Mix-runs 
conduct, acid declaring that he would no longer remain in Bengrd sacrificing 
zeal to distrust This decided course brought both the nabob and Meeruu to 
their xfen-us, and they both apologized in the iimsfc submissive terms The mil oh. 
even abandoning his sports and in tended pilgrimage* hastened home; butt jive, 
still too much offended to desire an interview, had previously set out. for Cul- 
c l]l tit, ordering 2000 of" the sepoys to follow, and the rest, together with all the 
Europeans, to remain at CossimlviZur. 

On the 20e.li of June, the Company's ship Htudwitkc arrived from Eng¬ 
land* bringing accounts of the arrangements which the directors lind made in 
consequence of the loss of Calcutta By their first arrangement, made in 
August, 17-"7, they committed the government to a select committee of five* 
of whom Clive was to be president; but in the following November, they 
appointed a council of ten. in which the four senior members were to preside 
alternately each for three months. Intelligence of both arrangements readied 
Calcutta tor the first time by the Hanhciei C/ r another vessel, though previously 
itesputcbed with the August :irnmgemen l. not having yet arrived The dirw- 
tors had been legislating in the dark, and far from wisely. A rotatory govern- 
inent would have been, under any circumstances, a clumsy device, and the 
revolution which had recently taken place, but of which the directors were not. 
cognizant made it wholly Impracticable. In this new and strangely constituted 
council* Clive bad no place. It has teen said that no slight was intended, as 
the directors had a&nmed, uit what must haw appeared good gro un ds that he 
had returned to Madras. It would, however, have lxx-n at least more courteous 
to have acted on tin supposition that circumstances might haw . ►ecurred b • pre¬ 
vent his departure, and tt,i have assigned him the place to which his pjist ser¬ 
vices entitled him. The appointment might have been made conditionally, on his 
being still in Bengal; olid hence, even if his previous departure should have 
rendered the appointment ineffectual it would still have Iteen gmt.i lying as a 
public t^timoiiy to his merit It k certain that Clive himself felt aggrieved, 
Find made no secret of it. 

H Clive was indignant, the new members of council were above measure 
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[-•rplexed They were I in Uirally proud of tlieir utw dignity, but frit that any a.O, 1 r 
attempt to conduct the government without him would be worse than futile. 

They were aware that nothing but lean* could induce the nuM»b tip remain 
faithful t-.i the obligations lie hud undertaken; and that the moment lie waa set 

rjAtbihivm if 

free front the commanding influence which L’liva alone hud over him. the large «wmI k> 
turns of money still remaining due under the treaty never would be ]wild. and ' ' "" 
all its other stipulations would either be violated ur indirectly evaded Influ¬ 
enced by suuh considerations, they took the only course which seemed open to 
them, and addressed a letter to Clive, in which, after stating the objectiofla to 
[he rotatory governorship, and their readiness H, ul this juncture of niliiirs to 
waive till person;d honours and advantages,' they made him 4 on offer «>f being 
president of the Company's affairs in Bengal till a person is appointed by the 
Honourable Company.’' He had previously been sounded on the subject by Mr. 

Watts, whose name stooil Unit, in the rotation, mid declared his determination 
not u> accept. He was above being influenced by spiteful feelings, and gave 
strong reasons for his intended refusal when be said:—" Both the public and 
my private advices. I think, plainly discover that the presidency of Bengal was 
by no means intended for me by the court of directors; and a temporary 
acceptance can only expose me. upon the further alteraitons wide]i may arrive 
from Europe, to circumstances of disgrace in the eyes of the country govern¬ 
ment, which, \ believe, it is unnecessary for me to remark, might be prejudicial 
t*i the Company's uffiimt' 1 If the directors had, ;ls he here supposes, deliberately 
resolved to exclude 1dm from the office of president, this objection was unanswer¬ 
able ; but further coum deration, and especially the very friendly tenor of a letter 
from Mr. Payne, their chairman, convinced Mm that their omission of his name 
might be explained without construing it into an Intended slight; and he 
accepted the offer in a letter, in which he says;-— J “ Though I think I have cause 
to be dissatisfied w ith the court of directors, for bring me mode in their new* 
form of government, without any reason assigned, after having named, me m 
head of the general committee in the letter of the 3d of August last, vet* animated 
by the noble example of public spirit which you have set me. I have determined 
to waive nil private considerations, where the general good is concerned; and 
«s there is no doubt but the government of a single person, involved as we are 
now with the country powers, must have infinite advantage over that compli¬ 
cated form of government established from home, I shall, from that motive u*Ka»*i 
though both my health and private concerns strongly require my returning to 
Europe), accept the offer you have done me the honour io make me, till such 
time as our employers have appointed a president in the usual form This was 
n manly as well as fortunate decision, for it eventually proved, instead of con* 
t nidi cling, to have only anticipated the final wishes of the directors, who no 
sooner heard of the victory of PInsaey* than they abandoned thrir new-fangled 
rofcatoiy scheme, and formal!) appointed dive governor uf Bengal. 
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A.D. i7H The Company h si (fairs were certainly in a critical stfte, and rv» [uirfd all 
Clive's wisdom and energy. The successes of the French on the Coromandel 
v>-it«rr cofcsfc could nut be concealed from the nabob, and tile natural consequence 
l> Cei*iw was to make him hopeful that he might vet lx- able to carry out ail his 
favourite themes, though it should be in defiance of Clive and the Com pony 
The British troop in Bengal had also suffered a serious diminution by the 
expedition to the Northern Circars. In these cireumstances, Clive felt it neces¬ 
sary to slacken the rein which tie had hitherto held on the nabob's move¬ 
ments, and overlook many things which, at a more favourable time, he would 
have peremptorily interdicted As an additional means of concUmting his good- 
will, lie invited him t>.t Calcutta His own instalment as governor furnished 
an appropriate occasion; and Mecr Jafiier. with all his train, descending the 
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Hoogldy in a splendid Heet of boat*, was entertained for several days with 
pomp and festivity. 

1 » trl *jj££ l The mere love of pletistire, though always strong in Meer Jiiihtr. was not his 
1*1 ib ki> only inducement to pay this visit He deemed k prudent to be absent. from life 
capital during certain changes which he was most anxious to accomplish, but 
the responsibility of which he was unwilling to incur. froyduUub had been 
rna In turned in his place as Jew an, contrary to his avowed dctermiimtkm to eject 
him. Heenm hod suggested a means of getting rid of him, and the father, well 
nwxuv of the savage nature of Ids son, left him to accomplish his object in bh* 
own way. In this he obtained important old from Ntmeoniar, a Hindoo, who, 


^ l?cat C/jdi'm itiiuiii Elephant's fir-ns, and takes 
ionaisifl from ti:n prow 't'lie one npitwiitAt vu 
t 1 fc*t ItiEi^ br 4 f«t wide ■ some edd Hiri-lcwe »ay 
tiwy bai e bo^y made 1(10 fret ty (I feet w[d*. 
Th&y Lava 0 -vrp ami sails, ami are rtuidj' ornamented 
*Sthiu mi 'j without, and move wiilt a number af <nuf, 
¥bu miifitst or [jiuit distuigtiubci jv^Dii Is seated 
la. farii tin roBrfcft, T]m ftal utajmM very scarce; 
nyalu a;il jirli pie <mJ,y uae tLecu. 


JfroP Punlxe means I"*acock'u lleml. Tint row err 
use [isdJitr, anil sit with tboLf fares to the prow. Tin? 
prltite ur Ic-adfmg prrscit Braoias EiEs b^kali tnulof ■ 
particular cannj?y in front, and the jfftntte** and kT 
vants of Itla nlinEif ait under another. At tbs 
bead uf tJio Tower* ii n jen.iiiar, trim rc^nlatM the 
measure like the leader i,f ui up; heal ra: little belle 
are fattened to the paddles T«m mQptt at pilot Ilu a 
ions oar * ills which to ft«f.-gnliyn, J>j //amitiM, 
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f iter having long been in the confident*; of Koydullub, imd conceived the idea A Lh ir»- 
of d< j viiting himself upon his ruin. When the tuneaws granted for the payment, 
of the treaty monies proved unproductive, Nunvonmr artfully insinuated that 
the fault lay with Rovdullub; and volunteered, that if full authority were given r ^^11^7 
Idm, he would make the amount forthcoming, The offer was too welcome not 
to be accepted, and Niiucomar thus became an ostensible agent of the Company, 
while Roy 1 lull Lib hist Ins interest with them, and could no longer calculate on 
their protection. This change of feeling was soon made known to the nabob 
and his son, who lost no time in turning it to account. RoyduEub, aware of the 
extent of Ills danger, requested leave to re tin- with his family and effects to Cal¬ 
cutta. Even this was refused him, unless he previously furnished money for the 
payment of the troop, who were elamouring for their iiiTtars. While matters 
were in this state, the nabob set out on his Calcutta visit Only two days 
after he was gone, Mvcrun surrounded TlnyduUub's house with a body of troops, 
and was preparing to seize his person, when the Company's agents came to the 
rescue, just m time to save Ids life, by sending him off to Calcutta under escort 
Meeruu. enraged at the escape of his principal victim, vented Ida spite on the 
members of his family, and detained them as prisoners, till Warren Hastings, who 
had succeeded Scmfton as the Company & resident at Moorehedabad, was able to 
■end them also to Calcutta. It would be useless to detail the series of intrigues 
which followed, and in which the nabob and his son, still bent on the destruc¬ 
tion of Hoy dull u I,', showed that there were m means too base for them to employ 
in order to acetunplish it 

The nabob, while thus occupied with despicable intrigues, received startling THui: j.1rujj |-<i. 
intelligence from the west Smh Alum, the eldest son of the Mogul emperor, 
Alumgeer EL, and then better known by the title of Sbnzatlu, belonging to him 
jls heir apparent to the throne, had arrival at Benares in the beginning of 17 ,’dl, 
at the head of an army of 8000 men. Hl> father was virtually a prisoner in 
ttae hands of the vizier (ihazT-n-dm. and he himself had only escaped similar 
thraldom by suddenly quitting Delhi This step appear* to have been taken 
with the sanction of his father, who had previously conferred upon him the 
government of Bengal Behar, and Orissa. This sanction, however, wjia not 
avowed, and hence the sh&zsdft appeared in n doable character. According to 
one view, he was his father s representative, and carried all the weight which, 
notwithstanding the Low condition to which the empire bad fallen, with still 
attached to the name of the Mogul. According to another view, he was a 
rebellious son, who laid quitted Ida father's court without penuitfsion, and was 
engaged in treasonable designa This double character put it in the power of 
thi- different govern ora to adopt the view which was most, accordant with their 
inclination or their interest, and hence many stood aloof while others flocked to 
his standard. The most powerful chief who had openly espoused Ids cause 
whs Mahomed Coaly Kb mu the governor of Allahabad; but it was muk-rstood 
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a.i> i:sd that Sujiih Dowlali, Nabob of Oude, though ha kept artfully in tine background, 
wus disputed to join him ns soon ns he saw imy probability of miccesa and 
would bring with him an important! auxiliary. in the person uf If Law with 
liis French party. 

The object of the shazndn was nut concealed. Bengal, Bebar, and Omsii 
wibapi* tsiongsd to him as viceroy, and he iras coming to claim Ids rights. It thus 
ntpjietured that Meet Jzillier was aUvgt to lie treated as an usurper, ami eoulel 
only maintain possession by defying the lair apparent of the Mogul empire. 
How durst he engage in such n warfare, which appeared to him almost, flam- 
legiuust How could he hope to succeed in it with troops which were constantly 
mutinying and would in all probability he ini' souiier brought iti sight of the 
enemy than they would desert to him? In this emergency even tiling depended 
upon Clive, who immediately saw the jsnrt he hud to act, and entered into it 
with his accustomed ardour and dccirion In a letter to Has tings, directing him 
i‘> give confidence to the court r?F Moorshedabad, he says:—e J The ribcsemiou-H 
between tiie nabob and Ins people give me much more concern than the news 
of the shtutadas motions, as there would Ik- little fear from the latter, did the 
farmer take the proper measures to secure Ids being wed served" The nabob, 
in his perplexity, had thoughts of purchasing the shezuda’s retreat. Clive, hear¬ 
ing of it. wrote as Mows;—* L I have just heard a piece of intelligence which i 
lvlq scarce give credit to; it is, that your excellence is going to uffer a sum 
of money to the king's soil If yon do this, you will have Sujali Dow] all, the 
Mahmttas. ami many more, come from nil ]nits to the confine of your country, 
who will bully you out of money till you have none left in your treasury. If 
yi.ur excellency should pursue this method, it will be furnishing the king's sou 
with the means to raise foraea* which, indeed, may endanger the loss of your 
country. What will he said if the great Jaffier All Khan, sottbah of this j>r.e 
vinoe, wln> commands an army of 00,000 men should offer money hi a hoy who 
lias scaredy a soldier with liimf I 3jeg your excellency will rely on the fidelity 
of the English, ami of those troops which are attached to you? 
in. ie»n.r t Clive, while thus pledging himself to Meer father, was well aware that be 
might have mode most advantageous terms with the opposite party The 
sbnmda sent agents to him. who made him. to use his own language, “offer* 
of provinces upon provinces, with whatever my heart could desire f and delivered 
him a letter from, their master, who addressed him as “The Most High and 
Mighty, Protector of the limit, Colonel Snlmt Juug : Bahadur, and concluded 
thus:—'In this happy time, with a view of making the tour of Patna nnil 
Bengal, I have erected my standard of glory at th Is place. It is my pure intern 
tion to 1’tstow favour upon you. the high ami mighty, and all faithful servants, 

1 Th® title “Sabut Juiia* 1 ’ hy flitch Cli*B ii *till bu dMeace of AnwE. TLough JlAliont^i Aii brf Irt 
Jiiioati jq lijiJji, jELc*.ite r- firm or dariqjin »»f/ t aelJ fijjtal grant ti t l^ CII** n# it t jldi! 

uMtftnl i^Tm LijiL hy ilniioiuf'.I All, in aJliMiou to lieu! it ensrar*! QS it Li Ptrui.h nwl. 
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agreeable to their conduct. Tbi.s world is like a gsinltn i>1" dowers, interspersed a,p. 
with wh^aIs and thorns. 1 ahnil therefore root out the bad, that the faithful 
and guild ryota (!od willing may rest in peace ami (piietnesa, Know yon, who r.. ::,xuni. - 
are great, that it is proper yuu should pay a due uljedieuee to this my firman. " 
nod iiirikt- it. your hii.Hiiipss. to pity yOur respects to me like a fait bin 1 servant 
winch will he great and happy for you. It is proper you should lie earnest In 
doing thus, when, by the blessing of God, you stand high ki my favour. Know 
this must be done " 

Clive dismissed the agents with a warning not to come near (0111 ng*dn, for m™* 
if they dii.f Ur would “lake their lie; ids for their fwilns l " The letter lie answered 
as follows:— ,l I have had tile honour to receive your highness s finnan. It gives 
me great concern to Sml that this country must become a scene of troubles 1 
lieg leave to inform you, that I have been favoured with a sunnud from the 
emperor, appoint]tig me a munsubdar of the rank of 13000 font and 5000 horse,, 
which eonstatutea me a servant of his; and as J have not received any ardors, 
either from the emperor or vizier, acquaint sag me of your coming down here. I 
cannot pay that due regard to your highnesses orders t would otherwise wish to 
rlo, I must further beg leave to inform you, that I am under the strictest 
iTigageiiieiitti with the present soubaMar of these provinces to assist him at all 
Limes, and it. is not the custom of the English nation to 1 h j guilty of insincerity." 

In declining the interview which the slmzadas letter obviously invited, an the 
ground that he had not ’■ received any orders' from the court of Delhi, Clive 
took stronger ground than he was probably aware of at the time, as afterwards 
appeared when Moor J a filer sent him an imperial edict which be had received. 

It was in the following terms :—- u Know that you arc under the shadow of my 
favour. Some ill-designing jjeopki have turned the brain of my beloved *oi, 

Mahomed Ali Gabor (the sbazadn', and are mming hiru to the eastern part 
of the empire, which must be the cause of much trouble and min to my country, 

I therefore order yog, who ore my servant, to proceed immediately to Patna, and 
'^eenre the person of my son and keep him there. You are likewise to punish 
Ms attendants, that other people may take wa rning thereby In doing this you 
w ill gain my favour and have a gunal name." 

Though Clive spoke and wrote slightingly of the skaz&dn and his invasion, cntkni.um 
there was grave cause far alarm. Kunmamhi, the governor of Belmr, was aus- lw " t 
peeteti of being in league with the enemy, whose forces hud rapidly increased to 
30,0110 nr t 0 , 000 , while the whole force which the presidency could muster 
amounted only to about 1-50 Europeans and 2300 sepoys. At the head of these 
Clive set out, mid alter a short halt at M oorab ediibiul—where lie I endured the 
nabob cut his misconduct. which, by forfeiting tin.- confidence of ct 11 classes of tils, 
subjects, had the natural consequence of inviting foreign invasion, and at the 
same time ^complied with the nabob's solidiatiaii to ride on the same elephant 
with him, and adopted any mefumre that could support him in his administra- 
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tion"—Iii? hastened on for Patna, which was now actually hesiiged and in iiumi- 
neat danger of bctn£taken. Itamnarain at first endeavoured to make friends of 
both |«:irtkvi, and actually paid a visit to the sham das camp, apparently for the 
jHiqjose uf ascertaining what terms he could obtain from him. Ultimately, 
however, on ascertaining that Clive had taken the field, he liad no doubt iliat 
lie would prove victor, and therefore bestirred himself to do away with the 
suspicions raised by bis previous tampering with the enemy. His defence Wfls 
valiant, and repeated assaults were srucoeasMly repulsed, though two hnatioms 
were at one time carried. The result, however, was still doubtful when the 
appearance of n detachment which Clive luul sent furwnrd under Ensign Matthews 
threw lln- Integer* into despair, and they idiaridoneil the ^i*gc villi tie- utmost 
precipitation. The confederates who had joined the slinEadu hod been using him 
merely as an instrument to accomplish their own ends. The Nabob of Ouch-, in 
fuirtiauhir, though he had been the chief instigator to the invasion, only turned 
it tu account by seizing upon Allahabad while tlie governor was absent, am J thus 
tu shake himself free of all responsibility, would not even allow the slmzadji tu 
seek an asylum in his territories. The unhappy prince, thus almost deserted by 
his failowm, proposed to throw himself on Eriti&b protection; but Clive, who 
saw how dangerous a guest he might prove, refused to receive him. As a mere 
act of humanity, however, ho sent him a stun of money to relieve his present 
necessities 

The nabob's joy At tins deliverance was great in proportion to his fears, And 
he uianitested his obligation to Clive by a grant which was equal in value tu all 
that he had previously bestowed upon linn, and which was destined to become 
the subject of much unpleasant discussion. Shortly utter Clive obtained his 
dignities frurn Delhi, he wrote to Jnggut Sdt, to say “ tlmt the nabob had made 
Iriiu an omreh of the empire without a jnghire.“‘ The answer was, that ''the 
nabob never granted jughires in Bengal; tliat Orissa was too poor, but that he 
might have one in Bfliar. Nothing more appears to liave I icon done in the 
matter till the expulsion uf the abazadu, when the nabob, either recollecting 
Clives application or having been reminded of it, declared bis intention to use 
every means in hLs power to obtain an order from Delhi for a jaghire, lieir.iuse, 
as Mr. Hastings expresses it in a letter to Clive, he was u ashamed that you should 
do so much for him without the prospect of reaping any advantage to yourself 
by it. 7 ' On a subsequent occasion, when Mr. Sykes was acting temporarily for 
Mr. Hastings at Modrehedabad. the nabob returned to the subject, and. after 
observing that “he bad frequently had it in his thoughts but never entered 
seriously upon it till now," stated that Jwggtifc JSeit bad fallen upon a method ot 
obviating all di then I ties by giving for the jaghire 11 the quit-rent arising from 
the lamb ceded to the Company to the southward of Calcutta," This, he thought 
" wjjdIiI Interfere the least with his government, and stood the clearest in relation 


to the Company's affaire'" 
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[|. is impossible to doubt that the? nabob wa^ right when he mi id that tba 4 ,». n» 
quit-rent ivrus tlit! jaghire which would feast interfere with his government. In 
liict Juggut Seit, when Ik; suggested it, must have had a ahrawd snsj ucion that 
no jiait of the quit-rent would ever be brought into the Mooishedabml treasury Ohjoctiima 
Jhe mii-ith way sdready owing the Company far more than lie was able to pay, Jngfcfc*. 
mu I therefore, liad he retained the right to it. it would only have been to net 
it mentioned as a yum which the Company had retained in their own hand* as a 
red tie t inn pm tan to of their debt To him. therefore', it was utterly worthless as 
a source of revenue, and he lust nothing hv parting with it Tiie east; of the 
Company was so very different, that it is difficult to understand what the nabob 
meant M| ^ en he ®*id that it was the jaghire which "'stood the dearest in relation 
ti> the Company's affairs. < In the c* rntrary it would be easy to si tow that the 
transference of the iput-rent to one of their servants placed them in a far worse 
position than before. So long as the quit-rent wus payable to the nabob, they 
<X’uld always ur it as a set-off against him. It was of the nature of a security, 
which they could always make available for the repayment of their advances* 

But the moment it was validly transferred to Clive, nr any other British subject 
the payment of it could I* enforced in the British courts of law like any other 
debt. Its dmrueter was thus entirely changed, and its value as a security was 
entirely lost. On this ground alone file Company inight web object to the txm- 
vTTsion of the quit-rent into what was called Clive's jag hire. But there were 
Other considemtions which. without iiiFeetmg the legality uf the jaghire. showed 
d to beat the least unseemly and inexpedient. The Company might, without 
any loss of dignity, consent to bold their ceded hinds under the Nabob of Bengal, 
but was it fair or becoming to set a new landlord over their heads and make 
them tiie tenants of one of their own servants t It ought always to have been 
recollected, that however great Clives services might have been, they were really 
the services of those who had employed him, and that therefore, if the nabob 
was in a position to renounce the quit-rout, the renunciation ought to have been 
made in the Company s favour. It deserves also to Ik; observed, that at the lime 
when tlie jaghire was granted die government of Bengal could not lie considered 
jts settled One great revolution hud already token place, and others io all an- 
jxxqui&i could not lie distent, Was It not more than probable that ere long 
the country which was already virtually ruled by the Company would lie ivctiudiy 
transferred to them’ 111 that vase the quit-rent would necessarilv fall With 
what decency or justice, then, could any one attempt during this interval of 
transition to bind it down upon them as a permanent burden, to be made 
effectual if necessary by a decree of the Court of Chancery f The estimated 
annual value of the jaghire Was about £30,000, This, at ten years' purchase, is J ^ ia " 
£300,000; and thus, for the services of leas than three years in Bengal, Clive 
had receive;], in addition to his ordinary pay and emoluments, coasiderrihlv 
more than £500,000 sterling 
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The invasion of the shozada Jmd scarcely been defeated, when an akin it of an 
unexpected, though not less threatening description arose from n very different 
ijuarter. The Dutch had beheld the British successes in Bengal with envy and 
n[-prehension. The French factories had been annihilated. Was It not ]n>ajhie 
that theirs might share a similar fate? It is true that while the British find 
Dutch were at peace, this could hardly happen by open violence; but the same 
thing might t>e accomplished by underhand means. The danger to which an 
important branch of the Dutch trade had recently liectt exposed by the establish ^ 
Uiarib of a salt] vet re monopoly in favour of the English Company, was a case in 
|vomt Others of a similar nature might be expected to follow* and therefore 
the true [Hjlipy was to place their settlement on a footing which would cornu wind 
respect, or IT necessary enforce it There is some inconsistency in the motives 
by which the Dutch are said to have been actuated. According to one account, 
they had refused to recognize the revolution which had given the n&bobship of 
Bengal to MeerJaJBer, anil, fearing his vengearroe, determined to prepare a force 
which would enable them to defy it According to another account, they had 
coin? t fN an understanding with .Meer Jatfier, and with his sanction fitted out an 
armament which* arriving at a time when tlie English Company's troops bad lieeh 
diminished by the expedition to the Northern Cirears, would enable Min to shake 
himself free of the yoke which they had imposed upon him. It Lh mi possible to 
decide between the conflicting motives thus attributed to the Dutch Tire only 
important question for Clive, was kv decide on the course which ought, to lie 
pursued when the armament should make its appearance He had early made 
up his mind to repel it at all hazard^ though he m'els well aware busy difficult it 
would be to justify the proceeding. When remonstrated with by some of his 
friends on the responsibility he would incur by upposiog the passage of the 
armament of a friendly power up the Ganges, he answered that "a public man 
may occasionally l>e called upon to act with a halter round hli neck." On this 
principle lie was prepared to act. but he was careful at the .same time not to omit 
any precaution which might, ostensibly at least, place him in the right and the 
Dutch in the wronjA 

The nabob, even it lie had given hLs sanction to the Dutch arjiniuicnt. was 
not preparisl to avow it* and Clive therefore had little difficulty in procuring 
from him an order to oppose and prevent any foreign troops lining brought into 
Ids country This order the treaty made with the nabob bound him to obey, 
;imi hence, in opposing the Dutch, he could now assert that he was acting not 
in his own name, but in that of Die Bengal government. This was an importin']I 
{mint gained, fhr it had the effect of depraving the Dutch of the character of alike, 
in shield they desired to appear, .and exhibiting then] in that uf aggn^oiH 
Accordingly* when their first, ship carrying a body of troops arrived, they were 
obliged to pretend that Negapfituni was her destined port, and that Laving been 
driven from it by stress of weather, she would again leave tlie lb Highly ns snoii 
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Hu? she hud obtained a supply id waive' and provisions. Clive refused to give any a o. i?w. 
credit, to this pretence, and a detachment, composed partly of the nabob's and 
partly of the Company's troops, took possession of the fort of Tanna and the 
battery opposite to It, with orders to search all boats and vessels passing up the 
river. This proceeding culled forth string remoosttuncea from the representa¬ 
tives of the Dutch company at Chinsurah, but Clive pei-akted, lussening that he 
was suiting in obedience to the nal-nLV orders, mid in fulfilment of obligations to 
which he was solemnly bound by treaty. 

In October* 1700, the Dutch unuuineiit, consisting of six or seven capital ^l 11 ' 

“ * . 4 Bftu4iK» at 

ships crowded with soldiers* arrival at FuJta, When the intelligence was 
received, Meer Jnther was living in Calcutta an Clives guest. Hi* evident cou- 
fusion left little doubt that he had I>eeu playing a deceitful part; but he made 
light of the matter, and on leaving Calcutta Iwnsted that he would soon diasth*- 
thc inaolenca and disobedience of the Dutch, How he meant to fulfil this boast 
appeared a few days after, when a letter was received from him suiting that he 
hrnl granted the Dutch some indulgence in, their trade, and that “ the} 1 had 
engaged to leave the liver with their ship* and troops as soon as the season 
would permit'' The season could never he more favourable for their departure 
than at that very lime, an d this fact, joined to other suspicious einrinustnnces, 
made il certain that the nabob either had hud an understanding with the Dutch 
from the very limt* or had been convinced by them that his own tortuous julicy 
would be best promoted by allowing them to bring up their troops if they could 
Clive was thus once more in a dilemma; but as the nabob had not withdrawn 
bis previous orders, be was still able tu assert that he wn*> acting Under them 
Hence, w T hen the Dutch, deeming themselves ripe for action, scut a kind of muni- a 

ir. mvi 

frsto, in which they recapitulated their alleged grievances, and vowed vengeance 
nnd reprisals if their boats were searched and their passage up the river obstructed, 1CUY ' L - 1011 
lie answered hi name of the Company, that "■ we had given no insult to their 
colours* nr attacked nr touched their property, or infringed their privileges; that 
with respect to their bringing troops into Bengal, the nabob knew best how far it 
w r as incumbent on him to preserve the peace and tranquillity of Ills country 
that tlieir boats had lieen stopped and searched* and the advance of their troops 
opjK»ed by orders from the viceroy* and under the emperor hi* masters colours, 
and by his troops; that they must therefore apply to him, and that we weiv 
ready to interpose our friendly offices to mitigate his resentment After giving 
this answer, which under the ciicimistaiicea may l>e thought, as he himself 
admits, to have “ savoured somewhat of audacity, lie lost no time in preparing 
to follow out the decisive course which he had resolved to adopt ills means, 
however, were not very ail equate, There were only three British ships in the 
river to oppose the Dutch squadron of seven. The troops, aba, were for fewer 
in number, and instead uf being concentrated, were obliged to be arranged In 
two separate detachments—the larger one being stationed under Captain Knox 
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i n 1 7£i‘. nt Taunu, where the [uts.srigu of tiie river could be best disputed: while tile other, 
tinder Colonel Fordo, now returned from the drears, proceeded northward to 
intercept the Dutch troops should any attempt he made to march them to Chin- 
surah by hind. 

Amid these preparations, what t lives feelings were will be best explained 
in Lis own Wnrdx. “ VW Ibuntl our sentiments a good deal enibamisseiL, doubt¬ 
ing whether we should stand jit-stiikd to our country and employers in com 
inducing hostilities aguin&t an ally of England. supposing they should persist in 
passing the batteries lielow with their ships and troops. In this situation, we 
anxiously wished the next hour would bring us news of a declaration of 
war with Holland; which we bud indeed some reason to expect by our lust 
advices from England- Fortunately, the Dutch themselves removed nil scruples 
by. being' the firet to commence hostilities. Having seized a number of the 
grain bouts rmd other vessds belonging t« > Liie Company. they tore down their 
colours. Lnire+ferred the stores to their own ships, and treated their crews as 
prisoners. Hostilities being thus openly declared, they proceeded up the river, 

while the three I .iritis Si 
vessels, under command of 
Commodore Wilson, fol¬ 
lowed at a short ilistnncs 
in their wake. The orders 
given to the commodore 
were to pivss the Dutch and 
anchpr alxive the lotteries. 
Before he had time to exe- 
cute tliem T the commence¬ 
ment of hostilities I cel 
changed the position of affaire and caused the transmission of a new order, "to 
demand immediate restitution of our ships, subjects, and property, or to fight, 
®ilk, bum. and destroy the Dutch ships «n their refusal 1 On the of 
November, when this order was sent, the Dutch landed 700 European and 
about S0t> native troops; tin; very next day Commodore Wilson obeyed the 
■i-h- 11 or ^ tr ' after an engagement of two hours gained a complete victory. All 

the vessels of the Dutch squadron struck their flag except one, which endea¬ 
voured to escape, and was also taken. On bearing of the landing of the 
Dutch troops, the detachment stationed at Tunna under Captain Knox quitted 
it, and man-bed to reinforce that under Colonel Fortle, who bad previously 
rcpulacd an attack made upon birn at < Imndemagore, and pursued the fugitives 
witli some slaughter to tiro very barriers of Chuisurab, Having been joined by 
C aptain Knox, lie was preparing to invent it, when he learned that the Dutch 
troajis which hud been landed from the fillips had arrived on the plum of Ihulfum, 
and been there joined by port of the Chinaumb garrison. which had eluded hi* 
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vigilance It is said that he had not then received authority to fight, but seeing a.u it. . 
the ftiivantage of his position, wrote n note* stating that “ if he had the order in 
council, hr- could attack the Dutch with n fair prospect of destroying them" 

Clive received the 
note white playing 
at cards, and, with¬ 
out quitting the 
table, answered in 
lieneil, "‘Dear Kordt, 
tight them immedi¬ 
ately, 1 will aend 
you the order of 
coum:il t.o-Tnorrn w.'' 

Re obeyed, anil was 
jis successful as he 

Hi-s three, o insisting <>[' only 330 Europeans and about EltUt &e|oys. after n 
short and bloody engagement, put to total rout an enemy consisting of TOO 
European;*, and h still larger number of native troops. The Dutch, now com¬ 
pletely humbled, asked submissively for terms, and on neknowledgitig themselves 
the aggressors and agreeing to pay costs and damages. obtained the restitution 
of their ships. 

The ntfiur, however, was not yet over. Meerun, the nabobs son, arrived in ostium 
Lite neighbijurbood of Chinsurali at the head of about 7000 burse. Aware of the iti* Dm-c 
Midpicious which attached to his father and himself, as having instigated, or at 
least connived at the Dutch expedition, he would have endeaviHired to wipe 
them off by the severity of his proceedings* had not Clive, oiler living written 
to iii the most supplicating terms, interposed his mediation, and obtained pence 
for tlie Dutch on the following conditions:—That they should never negotiate 
war, introduce or enlist troops, or raise fortifications in the country ; that they 
should be allowed to keep 13n European soldiery and no more, for the service 
mf their factories; of Cuinsumh, Oossimbamr, and Patna; and that they should 
forthwith send away all their other troops with the ships which had brought 
them. 

The defeat of the Dutch amuunent was the hurt sendee of importance which 

. tu 

Clive rendered before lie took bis departure for England He had for same time .i. j^r*. i -r 

been preparing for this event, but when lie announced it as determined, all chases . 1 

in Bengal incurred in regarding it as a public calamity, Mcer Jaffier had often 
winced under his reproofs, and deeply resented bis interference as often as he was 
thwartsl in some favourite object He was aware, however, that in eases of 
real difficulty he could calculate on receiving effectual assistance from him, and 
he was therefore filled with nimru when he thought of the difficulties tu which 


hud anticipated. 
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,4 0 - arm be might be reduced sifter lie wag left to Ills own resources, and the uncertain 
support of the individual who might be called to occupy without being able to 
till Clive’s pHica The shazadu was again on the frontier meditating a new in¬ 
vasion. How would lie Le able to repel it? Nor was thin all The ascendency 
which the Company bad acquired Had opened a door to innumerable abuses; and 
the revenues of the gnrranunenlj as well as the general prosperity of the popula¬ 
tion, bad been seriously diminished by the preposterous exemptions claimed and 
the gross oppression often practised by the officials of the Comjmny in carrying 
on trade, and giving perriuto to others to carry on trade, for their own iruib 
vidua] profit, All such abuses Clive bad ever shown a willingness to keep 
within bounda. Would his successor he similarly disposed! aiul If he w en?, would 
he bo equal to the task? Under the influence of such wnsidemtion.s, Meer Jother 
would gladly Lave purchased Clive’s continued residence in Bengal at almost 
any price. The leading civil servants* of the Company were equally urgent in 
preying him to postpone his departure, Warren Hastings, in particular, ad’ 
dressed to him a long letter, in which, while expressing His belief that the nabob 
was " both by interest and inclination heartily attached to the English.” lie 
argued that the people about him would use every jiossible means to alienate 
his. affections, and that as he win* <h but of an irresolute and unsettled temper, it 
would be impaedkle fur 1dm, after Clive’s absence emboldened them to threw off 
the mask, to hold out against the united influence of so many evil counsellors/ 1 
Next lie reminded him of Jf the dangers we are threatened with from our natural 
enemies the French, which, by vour resignation of the service, will be doubled 
upon us, and an which it is very probable the nabob will stand neuter.' After 
mentioning a fact confirmatory of this view, he adds, 11 1 do not advance this as 
an argument that the nabob is inclinable to the French ; but l think if would 
not be difficult to potsnade him that it would lie tor his interest to suffer the 
French to come into this country again, laoth tor the Ltwsreuse of lib revenues 
(a very prevailing argument i and to balance the power of the English." The 
last argument is drawn from the state of mat tens at the Mogul court ' J I know 
not,' he slivh. ,J in what light you may regard the proposal lately made from 
Delhi, or whether the consideration of the further advantages that inav result 
from a nearer connection with that court (in which your interventimi appears nf 
rndispensaWe necessity) deserve to be thrown into the scale; though 1 must own 
it is my opinion that nothing can contribute m much to establish the power of 
the English in this country on the most solid and lasting foundation: as an in* 
terest properly established at that court/' 

o'vSuU" K ’ on * thwe arguments had mifltotent weight to change (.'lives resolution 
nuiboih Some of them, Indeed, rather tended to confirm it, as they satisfied him that some 
>‘f the most important object* pointed at might be more effectual]v rured hy 

his presence in England than by lib continued residence in Bengal In the 
lieginiiing of 1759 lie addressed a letter to the celebrated British minister 
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Willi run Pitt, rifterwareLs Erttl of CluUhtuo, in which he unfoldi-d his views as to a u it..? 
tin, 1 : future of India After referring to the great revolution which hod Iwen 
i tfiL-tciti lie gtM^ cm to say, 1 Much more may yet in time he done if the Com- 
I . siiv will exert themselves in the manner the i eli] * i run- -t- «>f their present p» ' 'V '.i' " 
>eae.knii> utid future prospects deserves. I have represented to them in the himw *ot 
- truugest terms the expediency of sending out, and keeping up constantly, such LV , U ^, 
a force as will enable them to embrace the first opportunity of further nggran- 
dlring themselves; and I dare pronounce, from n thorough km wledge of this 
country 's govern men t, and of the genius of the people, acquired by two years' 
application and expenemxe that such an opportunity will soon oiler.' 1 The 
reigning sonfeihslar, he adds, still "'retains his attachment to us, and probably 
while he has no other support will continue to do so ; but Muss ulmflnfl are an little 
inrtueuccd by gratitude, that should lie ever think It his interest t* break with 
1 . 1 s, tlic obligations lie owes us would prove no restraint Moreover, he is 
advanced in veal’s, and his son is so cruel, worthless a young fellow, and so 
apparently an enemy to the English, that it will be almost unsafe trusting hint 
with the Hucee^iorL So small a body as 2000 Europeans will secure us against 
any apprehensions from either the one or the other; ami, in ease ot their daring 
- to 1 h* troublesome, enable the Company to take the sovereignty upon themselves," 

In taking this step there would be no oppedtion on the part of the people, wh© 

"would rejoice in so happy an exchange as that of a mild for a dentin govern¬ 
ment;"' nor on the part of the Mogul whose sanction might easily be obtained 
provided we agreed to pay him the stipulated allotment out of the revenues, 
viz,, fifty lacs yearly." Indeed, adds Clive, * application has been, made to me 
from the court of Delhi to take charge of collecting this payment, the person 
in trusted with which is styled the king's dewau, and is the next person both in 
dignity and power to the siibnli. But this high office i lam- been obliged to 
decline for the present, as I am unwilling to occasion any jealousy on the part 
i f the stibah; especially ns I see no likelihood of the Company's providing us 
with a sufficient force to support properly so considerable an employ, and which 
wmild open a way for our securing the subahstiip to ourselves. 

An obvious objection to the accomplishment of these views could not escape 
the notice of Clive, nud he therefore continues thus; ‘ J So large a suvercignty .t.m, 
may possibly l»e rin object too extensive for n mercantile company; and it is to 
In- feur.nl they are not of themselves able, without [he nation's assistance, to 
maintain wide a dominion. I have therefore presumed, sir, to represent this 
matter to you, and submit it to your consideration, whether the execution of a 
design, that may hereafter he carried to still greater lengths, be worthy of the 
gov eminent’8 taking it in hand. 1 Hatter myself I liAVe made it pretty dear to 
you that there will be little or no difficulty in obtaining the absolute possession 
of these rich kingdoms; arid that with the Mogul's own consent, on condition of 
paying hirn less than a filth of the revenues thereof," Dwelling on this argu- 
Vol. I. 84 
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meitt, which he justly believed to 1« the most potent of nil, he continue* thus: 

‘ Now l leuvc you to judge, whether an Income yearly of upwards of X^OOiMjou 
Sterling. with the prasesuoD of three provinces abounding in the meet valuable 
productions of nature unci nrb be an object deserving the public attention ; and 
whether it he worth the nation's while to take the proper measures to secure 
such an acquisition—an aopiteilioti which, under the nmiirtgemenl of so able utul 
disinterested n minister, would prove u source of immense wealth to the king¬ 
dom. and might in time be appropriated in part ns. n fund towards diminishing 
the heavy load of debt under which we at present labour.'' 

This letter whs delivered by Mr. Walsh, who bad been Clive's .secretary, and 
was mentioned in it ns one who was 'a thorough master of the subject,” and ‘'able 
to explain the whale design, and the fatality with which it may be executed" 
Alter some delay he was admitted to an interview with the minister, who spake 
of the matter darkly, acknowledging that the affair wp '‘very practicable, but, 
at the same time, 11 of a very nice nature," and left him with the impression that 
Lhe Company would bo allowed to do what they pleased The account of this 
interview did not reach Clive till he had sailed for England. The absence of 
imy information as to the effect of his letter may have been one of the reasons 
for hastening his departure, but the immediate oceanun of it was the disgust pro¬ 
duced by a letter from the directors In answer to iui address from the Eum- 
pflftn inhabitants of Calcutta, he did not scruple to say that the ilbtreatrneTit 
received in that letter laid fully determined him “in throwing up the service 
and. in common with Messrs Hoi well, Play dell, Sumner, and M 1 Quire, members 
of council he commented upon it in the plainest terms, characterizing the 
diction of it “an roost unworthy yourselves and us, in whatever relation con¬ 
sidered, either ns masters to servants, or gentlemen to gentlemen." Ho would 
have Wn able, however, to overcome thin passing disgust anil remain at Ida 
l>ost, had he not felt convinced that he might be more usefully employed at 
home in awakening the Company to their true interests, and exerting hte in flu- 
enee to control the violent factions into which the court of directors was at f.hte 
time divided. 

Clive sailed from India on the 23th of February, IJUO. fiefhre leaving be 
inuL secured the appointment of Mr, Vansittfert as Ids successor in the govern * 
ruent, and of Colonel C’alliaud as commander of the army. The btte-r appoint- 
moiit took effect immediately; but the former, as Mr. Vnmrittnrt hud been 
previously attached to the presidency of Madras, wjl* deferred for a time, 
anti Mr, Hi dwell, by virtue of seniority became temporary governor. During 
hffl abort tenure of office Mr. Holwell laboured bard, and was successful in con¬ 
vincing his colleagues thus another mvluLiuti in Bengal was necessary H+.iut. 
wdien Mr. \ anrittart arrived ill July to a->ume the government, the whole 
scheme was laid before him. Mecr Juifmr was to be persuaded, ur if necessary 
terced intea resignation of all executive authority, and to rest satisfied with a 
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merely nominal sovereignty, while Lite reality was to tie exercised by Meet Cos- a.o. it«. 
aim, his firm-in-i aw- Sir, Yansittart, an a stranger, was naturally disposed to he 
guided by the locd experience of his council, and nn their representations, much 
more than his own independent convictions, concurred In the proposed revolu¬ 
tion. Before ptrocccdiiig to explain its nature and results, it will l>e necessary 
to turn for a little to Some important military operations 

Cadlkod had arrived from Madras with a reinforcement uf tooops, toward Tbs 
the end of November, ]7Mt As the reappearance of the wlumoda on the frou with tan of 
tier I tad spread general alarm, lie set out for Moorshedabad with 350 Europeans, >l ,nlL A1,U|J 
1000 sepoys, and six pieces of cannon. He was there joined by 15,000 bora# 
and twenty-five pieces of cannon, under the command of Meernn, and proceeded 
m the direction of Patna, During the march, intelligence arrived that the 
Em[ieror Alumgeer IL, during the confusion produced by a new invasion of the 
Abdallees, bad been murdered by his vizier, t Jbazi-u-dm, and consequently that 
the slim<k luul Wome the legal |K«Beasor of the imperial throne. His. former 
title was therefore exdiflJlged for that of Slurb Alum, and it wius mnv impossible 
to resist him cm the same grounds as formerly. He could no longer he regarded 
ns a fugitive from bis fathers court, but as invested with all the rights of the 
Mogul, The empire, however, was completely dismembered, and the ditforent 
nabobs and governors, though still to some decree overawed by the name, con¬ 
tinued Co pursue any course which seemed most conducive to their own interest, 
ns if totally unaffected by the change in succession, which liud taken place. 

The only individual of political importance who espoused the cause of the 
new emperor was the Nabob of thule. He hail been invented with the office of 
vizier of the empire, and liehoved at least to make some show of espousing his 
«mse. He did it, however, with so much lukewarmness, that rijmh Alum 
was Little benefited, and soon found IlLs resources totally inadequate t > any 
great enterprise- He was able, with some difficulty, to make bis appearance once 
more before Patna* Bamnaram, the governor, whose fidelity to Jdeer Jartier 
had been suspected during the previous attack, seemed now to be animated 
irit.li a superabundant zeal, ami contrary to the express injunctions of Callmml 
who bud warned him against risking an engagement till he birosdf should 
arri ve, marched out. in the hope of gaining glory, and only sustained a disgrace¬ 
ful defeat, Patna itself would pro led'1y have fidlen bad not CalUaud hastened no &»«*■ 
forward, and completely repaired the disaster The emperor in bis flight reached rmm a™ 
the town of Be bar. and there took the bold step of marching directly into Bengal , ' i.T,',V 
CaUjaad, thus left behind, no sooner l>eaune aware of his movement*.. than he 
lire toned back «f> fast jus the pervert- delays of Meerun would allow; and by the 
aid of boats, wlilvli curried bis infantry mpidly down the Ganges, while the 
ho roe followed by fend, came up with the enemy on the Tib of Mar ch . The 
emperor, thus brought to bay, dexterously avoided an engagement by .striking 
mh« a mountainous tract; and niter many hardships, made his appearance on 
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the pin:ius (July thirty inites west of Moore] tedabad, Hud hr- executed Lis plan 
with the same boldness with which he had conceived tt, lie might have made u 
successful dash at the capital, anti even taken Meer JaiHtr himself prisoner But 
he lingered till Call mud, who had been following on his track, was again within 
reach of liiiu. Thus frustrated in his object, he profited by the obstructions 
which Oidliaud experienced from the refusal of the nabob to furnish him with 
i rivalry, and retraced his steps to Patna Here he wrb joined hy SL Law, with 
ids French party; and though repulsed in two assaults was preparing fir u 
tliird P which promised to Us successful, when the Arrival of a detachment sent 
forward by Cali mud, under Captain Knox, proved the death-blew to nil his 
hopes This officer, who had made n Hying march, remarkable for its rapidity, 
arrived unseen by the enemy, took them by surprise, and compelled them pre¬ 
cipitately to raise the siege. 

The only chief who now remained zealous in Shah Alum s service was the 
governor of Pumeak, who hud collected mi army and was on the march to join 
him. CaHiaud, accompanied as before by M rerun, set nut from Rujamahal to 
Lfivi- him Kittle; and while on the march received intelligence that it had been 
fought and won by Captain Knox. This gallant oftioet 1 having been ordered to 
horasa the enemy's rear, crossed from Patna to the other side of the Ganges 
with only 300 Euro[>eans t a battalion of sepeys, and about 300 horse. He had 
determined to surprise the enemy 's camp during the night, but missed his way, 
and when morning dawned, found himself in presence of u force i>f i 2,0GQ. Being 
nearly surrounded, he could scarcely have made Ids escape. Nor did be attempt 
it With his mere handful of troops, he boldly risked the encounter, and after 
a conflict of sis. hours proved victorious. The governor of Punitsali, thus unable 
H cope with a small detachment, had no inclination to face the main army Under 
{a 31 mud and Meenm; who. following up the pursuit, overtook him and cap¬ 
tured his heavy baggage and artillery In the hope of gaining the large trea¬ 
sures which he was reported to have with him. lie was still pursued, though the 
mins had set in with unusual violence. This pur-suit proved fatal to Mecrun 
After it had continued four days* his tent was struck by lightning on the 2d of 
duly IThU It contained, beside himself, a story-teller. and a servant employed 
m patting his feet Tbeyall perished Mecrun, who by his crimes bad merited 
this awful end, left none to regret him; but to prevent the confusion and pro 
foible disbanding of Ids army, the fatality was concealed for several flays, and 
1 'alllaud succeeded in reaching Patna in safety. 

When Meerun's death became known at Moors bedi iliad, the troops broke 
out in mutiny, and surrounding the palace threatened the nabob with instant 
death, it he did not immediately satisfy their arrears of pay. His treasury was 
empty, and peace was only restored by the interposition of Meer LVissirn, the 
tin bo bn son in-law, who ad von cun] a present sum of three lacs of rupees, and 
fosj&me .security for the payment of die rest of the arrears within a specified 
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time. Meer Ooxsim. in i^nititing this assistance, lin.il stipulated that he should \ p. gfjiii 
be regarded as the next m succession to the nabohsUip, At this very time he 
was aspiring to the possession of it without waiting for sucttaaon: and when 
sounded on the subject by Mr. Holwell, had signified his reading in a manner 
which ought to have satisfied that gentleman how unworthy he was of the Least j.js*, UW | 
countenance. His j imposal waa to seat himself on the musnud, by causing his 
father-in-law to he assassinated- Mr. Holwell flays that “he expressed much 
astonishment ami abhorrence at the overture/' and distinctly told Meer Cosaim 
" that unless he dropped all mention, as well as every intention and attempt of 
the measure he had intimated, the conference must end there." Meer Oussinn 
m far from being abashed, mold not even understand Mr. Hoi well's scruples, 
which only made him fear that hu " was not so much his friend as lie hoped 
and expected/’ Strange to say, the negotiation, with tins would lie asstssip was 
still continued, and issued in a fomitil treat}", by which Meer Jaffier was to be 
stripped of everything but the name of sovereign, and Metr Cossim was forth¬ 
with to l>e invested with tlie whole executive authority On the [>urt of the 
Companyc it was stipulated Unit the sum due to (hem should be paid, that the 
districts of Run 1 wan, Midimpore, and Chittagong should be assigned tn them 
for thenmintenaiice of ^ sufficient force ia Bengal, and that five lacs "f rupees 
should be given as a present fir the war in the Carnatic, 

The pretexts for this treaty were the contempt and detestation which Meer cumtpt 

IS l*^t IT' tfiffll ■ 

Joffier had provoked by his inisgoverament, his inabillt}- to contend with the t*q*4- 
diffteultte-s with which he win wumamded, and the state of the Company 1 * 

13nances, which made it absolutely necessary that their existing claims on the 
govuemueat should Ik* satisfied, and those which could not fail to arise in future 
tie secured teforab&Jtd by soma material guarantee. When all these things are 
admitted h the gross injustice and impolicy of the new revolution arc still mani¬ 
fest. Whatever the demerits of Meer Jaffier might be, they could scarcely be 
greater than those of the man who, though bound to hiiu by the closest affinity* 
would have caned a way to the throne by assassinating him. The pecuniary' 
difficulties could not tie diminished by the substitution o.f a new nalmb, who 
brought no new resources of his own, nor could the general confusion of the 
government be diminished by abrupt revolutionary change*. Besides, the Com¬ 
pany stood bound by solemn treaty to maintain Meer J a titer on the throne, and 
there could not be a greater breach of faith than the arbitrary determination to 
depose him. But it tn unnecessary to examine the ostensible pretexts for this 
dishonourable and iniquitous proceeding, since the real motive, though carefully 
concealed at the time, was soon disclosed, and proved that the leaders in the 
new revolution, while pleading public principle, had only been consulting tbi-b- 
avarice. On the very night when the agreement with Meer Cossim was signed, 
he made a tender of twenty Incri of rupees to the members of the select com 
mitten They were nut refused; but it was deemed decent to decline acceptemci 
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a.d it^i. till the affairs of the: country Wert* settled, and the finances were flourishing. 
They might have waited long for sudi a period; and ns Aleer Go^im seemed in 
tio ! lurry to renew his olfer, they refreshed hh memory. ami demanded pay merit 

lenaiifcipi Of the money thus shamefully extorted, £30, (HM) went into the podcet of Mr. 
Idol well Mr, Yanfittarh after refusing to concur in the demand of payment, 
surmounted his scruples, and accepted £58.000 as his share. 

All Lheae arnuigemcnts had been made without the knowledge of Aleer 
Jartier, who became acquainted with them for the first time when a depuhitiun 
uf the council of Calcutta waited upon him, for the purpose id conferring with 
him generally upon matters of government Mr. Vans!Mart, whn headed the 
deputation, laboured to impress the nabob with the Eibuses of Ids administratinn, 
and Laving thus wrung from him an expression of hit* willingness to he guided 
by the advice of bis English friends, suggested the propriety of employing srane 
0®te V the nabob’s children to set affairs In order. Thu old nabob was 

thus gradually led to confess that old age anil griri" lor the death uf Mt-emn 
hud incapacitated him for struggling with di Hie id ties, and that none uf his rela¬ 
tions seemed so capable us Meer C-osaim of giving him ili-lL The jtoiitt which 
had all along been cunningly aimed at. was now* gained; and it was proposed 
tbul Aleer < 'ossim should. be sent for-. This pro[jdod, and the haste with which 
it was urged, aroused the ml mb's Suspicious, and he w ithdrew’, complaining *1 
fatigue. It was expected fcliat the business would tic resumed next day; but ns 
tile nabob made no communication, the deputies threw off tho mask, and stmt 
a letter acquainting him that all their measures were taken, suid that Calotitd 
Oaiiiflud was ready to execute them if necessary by force The information 
threw him into a transport of mge, and he complained bitterly of the trew-hvrv 
m| which he had been the dupe Ultimately disdaining to accept of a nominal 
sovereignty, or to trust life life iu the bunds of a flon-m-few, of whose blood- 
thirsty drnmeter he was too well aware, be accepted of the pension offered to 
him. and took up his residence in t olcutto. 

«7jmL ^ Wm ™P c ^^ e ^ jat iL tnULSHctiou marked by so much duplicity and jujus 

rrn.iujirtjii« tire could prosier. The inhabitants, indeed, looked on with comparative imlif- 
ference to a change nf masters which, if if promised little amelioration of their 
condition, could scarcely moke it worse than it waa Tlic first bitter fruits were 
resifunl in Calcutta itself where the council became di v ided into two parties— the 
One cordially approving, and the other decidedly condemning the revolution 
which had been effected I’m the former, of course, lie longed those whose pecu¬ 
niary eireumsbmres had been greatly improved by it; white the other consisted, 
not indeed exclusively, Vm.it mainly of tlnwe who, not having Ih'cjj menibem ol 
die L 4 j ]fict committee, did not shore in the extorted money, and could roiLse- 
qiientlv boast of being actuated by pure and disinterested motives. Even had 
M r. \ Jinyttort not furnished too good a handle for the vituperation of lhis 
party there wore cLroumstances in his nomination which made it anything but 
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acceptable He hud been brought from a different presidency, and wn $ thus a-T>. ir<u 
viewed by several members of the council us an intruder, who, without my 
bettor ' juaUfioatiou than the reocunmendatioii of Clive, had Woken in upon the 
rotation which must, .sooner or later, have put them in jiosaesaon of the highest ^-■■.nDat 
object of their ambition. Thug at the very time -when the unsettled state of 
Meer Juffiefn government was held a sufth-Uni ground Ihr dethroning 1 d m . Lite 
council chamber of Calcutta was itself the scene of acrimonious disc unions and 
violent (lissenaoiis. The governor from the very first had a bare majority, and 
was i ,tv long left in a minority by the dismissal of his principal supporters. 

They had signed the remonstrance which Clive drew up before lie sailed, and in 
which he complained in no measured terms of the language employed in Lbe 
gen Oral loiter of the directors. They in their turn were equally offended with 
the remonstrance, and vindicated their dignity by ordering that any one of the 
subscriber* still in their service should forthwith 
W dismisaed, ami not only dismissed, bat. bent 
home to England. In this way some of the most 
experienced membera of council were lost to It, at 
the time when they could least be spared, and were 
supplied in some instances by men equally devoid 
of experience and temper. 

The kind of internal administration which 
Moer ijoassm, now installed jls nabob, was about 
to pursue, remained for a short time uncertain. 

Shall Alum was again hovering on the frontier, 
and it was necessary, before settling the home 
government, to In? relieved from the expense and 
alarm i if a foreign war. Accordingly, M/tj or Carnap 
who Imd assumed the command of the British army 
in India, fixed his head-quarto at Patna xn the 
liegiiming of January, ITfll, wad as soon ns the 
rains ceased, commenced the campaign, Shah 
Alum was only at a si sort distance to the west, and 
being overtaken before lie could muster cm adequate force, was easily defeated 
Law had joined him with his Frenchmen, and was taken prisoner, Canutes 
instructions were rather to negotiate than fight An offer of the dfewuiinee had. *«-?*«<*** 

- . . with StiiU 

as we have already seen, been made to Clive; and Mr, YausitturL following sha. 
out his views, was disposed to tlunk that the time when it would no longer be 
advisable to decline it, might soon arrive. Put, even apart from this considera¬ 
tion, it seemed important to faun such a connection with the emperor as would 
secure the sanction of liis name to whatever measures it might be thought 
necessary to adopt Camne aeetTrdingly, instead of following up his victory, 
elicited an interview, and after some demur was permitted to visit Shall Alum 
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in Ms camp, A friendly understanding Wiia easily formed, and they returned 
together to Patna. Here, Metrr Cossim, after betraying great jealousy of the 
new connect:on which the Company had thus formed, was induced to acknow¬ 
ledge Shah Alum ns emperor, and received formal investiture from him of the 
provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, on an engagement to pay an annual 
revenue of twenty four lacs of rupees Shah Alum shortly after took Ida 
departure for the west, intending to endeavour to obtain j" •ssessitm of hi- capital. 
Carxurc escorted him to the com tines of Bt-hur, and, on porting, received a new 
offer of the dewonnw for the Company, 

MeerCossini being thus relieved from a I! apprehension of a foreign invader, 
was able to give his undivided attention to domestic affairs, acid displayed abun 
dance of vigour, though of a more than questionable description. The greatest 
difficulty of his predecessor had been an empty treasury It was this which 
kept bis army constantly in a state of mutiny, and furnished the council of Cal 
cutta witEj the only plausible ground for deposing him Meer ^Cssiin’s first 

object therefore was to supply himself with money, both to meet present demands 
and supply funds fur future emergencies. With this view be was rigid in calling 
the collectors and fanners of the public revenue to account When balances 
vtvtv due, he was undoubtedly entitled to exact them, hut tlie mere wealth of 
the parties was often held to be sufficient evidence of their guilt, and huge 


sums were extorted by enmity aud terror. Of all the subordinate governors 
none was supposed to have accumulated so much wealth as the Hindoo Ram 
riaraiu; and Meer CnssSm, who bated him as cordially ns Meer dottier hud done, 
was determined at once to gratify his haired a n d bis avarice by destroying him. 
It w:H necessary, however, to proceed with caution Ranmnrum had obtained 
a guarantee of his jjersoual safety from Clive, and laid subsequently rendered 
important service by resisting the attempt of Shah Alum arid bis ronfedfitates 
to obtain n [permanent footing iu the province He was thus under the special 
protection of the Company, and seemed consequently secure from direct personal 
violence. Still be was liable to account, Meer Cossim called upon him to do 
so, and w as met by delays and evasions. This was just Us he bad anticipated; 
and lie had little difficulty in making out a plausible case of eoniph hit b* the 
governor and council of Calcutta. Haw could he cany on the government, and 
how, moreover, could he discharge the obligations be had undertaken to the 
Company, if through their interference, one of the largest collectors of the 
revenue was emboldened to w ithhold payment, and even set him at defiance ? 
ITiLfortunstely the civil and military authorities took ojijardte views cm the snl>- 
Major Comae and Colonel Gocte, who had superseded him on his arrival 
from Madras, believed tliat Meer CWim, in calling far accounts, was merely 
employing a subterfuge to further ids designs on Rtunijarain s life. They had 
uni good grounds far this belief; fur they were nut only aware of the nabob s 
anxiety to get the Hindoo into his power, hut liad been offered large briber to 
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connivv at it Mr Vimsittart, on the other hand, seeing nothing but what was a d it^. 
reasonable in Meer Cossim's demand* insisted that every facility should bo 
given him. Coo to and Comae ^tiil effusing to abandon the OOin>e which they F^wa™ 

]ta lL taken, and which they held to be the only one consistent with honour and ofSi*um 
equity a violent quarrel ensuedand Mr, Vrumittart, with the sanction of a LLn ‘ 
majority of bis council, took the extraordinary step of recalling both these 
oftkera to Calcutta. The remainder of the plot was easily tarried out Ram- 
uarain, deprived of the protection which had bean solemnly pledged to him, was 
seized by his remorseless enemy, pillaged, and thrown into prison. 

If Mi. VansitUrts object in thus shamefully sacrificing Raranaraiit was to 
bind Meer Cosdm to British interests, the result must have miserably disap- c^mma 
Ih? mted him. A quarrel of u mud3 more serious nature immediately arose, Mr. 

Ellin* 11 vindent and arrogant man, hud been appointed head-factor at Patna, and 
acted, from t!fe first day he entered upon office, as if bis object lined been not to 
conciliate, but- to exasperate the native government His folly soon produced 
it* proper fruits': and Meer Cassim, Stung to the quiet by repeated insults which 
disgraced Mm in the eyes of bis subjects, began to meditate revenge The 
nbntks practised under the name *<t private trade had long been a subject of 
bitter complaint Meer Jaiiier had not been a month on the nmmud when he 
remonstrated against the loss sustained by the pub lie revenue by claims of 
exemption from custom on the pari of European officials of the Company, or 
natives professing to be authorized by them. The trade of the Company was 
wholly foreign, and was consequently routined to imports and exports. By 
express treaty, neither of these were liable to customs <«r transit duties. Tins 
exemption w» perfectly understood, and could not be challenged Hut besides 
die foreign trade there was a most important inland trade, fur which no such 
exemption could be dunned- The Company, in fact, bad uo concern with it 
Their servants, however, very indifferently paid, by fixed salaries, were allowed 
to engage in it, and derived from it the bolter |jarL of their incomes. This was 
in itself a grant abuse, and ultimately became n crying injustice, Not satisfied 
with luring \ liH'i • ] ■ ■ri a footing with native traders, the European otlieiida not Motui*** 
only availed themselves of the dustuks or passports of their employers, to 
smuggle goods which they were never designed to cover, but boldly sorted 
that they wore entitled to carry on private trade for their own behoof duty free. 

The native traders Were thus virtually excluded from their own markets, since 
it was impossible for them, while burdened with duties, to compote with those 
who paid none: They were hence reduced to the alternative of either becoming 
n?minerL-ial agents to the British officials, or of paying large sums to them for 
the privilege of being permitted to trade in their name, In either case the 
public revenue was gro dy defrauded Meer Cossim had previously complained 
of the abuse, and after the insults of Mr, Ellis had exasperated Min, was deter¬ 
mined no longer to tolerate it There cannot Ite a doubt that in this lie had 
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ai> \ (i'j- justice on his side, and did not draw ;ui exaggerated picture when, in a letter 
addressed to the governor, in March, J7G£ lie said, "From the factoiy ofOai- 
^^ Lt * cuttil to Cossimbssar, Patna, and Dacca, all the English chiefs, with their 
omis. gomastaks, officers, and agents m every district of the government, act aa col¬ 
lectors, renters, and magiitmtes, imd sotting up the Co®i]iany f a colours, allow 
no power to my officer And besides this, the gomost&ks and other servants 
in every district, in every market and village, curry on a trade in oil, fish, 
straw, bamboos, rice, paddy, betel nut, and other things; and every man with 
a Company’s dustnh in his hand regards himself as not less than the Ccuu- 
]>any. This statement hi fully borne out by Mr. Hu^tinga, who, in a letter to 
Mr, Vansfctart, dated only a month later, describes the evil complained of sis 
grievance which calls loudly for redress; and will, unless duly attended to, 
render ineffectual any endeavours to create a firm and lusting harmony between 
the nat>ob and the Company.' 1 

«w«Lr! 1 caurse ought to have been pursued i^ obvious The private trade 

gy of tti e Comp&ay a servants ought to have been Absolutely interdicted, or at all 
ar.jiu.ii* events subjected to such regulations as would at once protect the revenue mid 
the native trader. But by whom were these regulations to be made? The 
mcm tiers of council in Calcutta were themselves the worst offenders, and 
having the power of legislation in their hands, were determined that, happen 
what might, they would never allow it to be used for the purpose of curtailing 
(heir emoluments, Mr, Yansitturt, feeling himself powerlea,* w r as nut hold 
enough to lay the axe to the root of the evil, and proposed, as a compromise, 
(hat the trade should be open to the Company s servants els before, but subject 
(■> the payment of die regular duties. After much keen debate, lie obtained, or 
thought he had obtained, hill powers from the council to make an amimble settle¬ 
ment. Vi 3th this view he had an interview with the nabob, anti obtained Ins 
reluctant consent to an arrangement by which, to prevent the inconvenience of 
repeated stoppages, the goods of the Company's servant? engaged in private 
Trade were to pay a duty of nine per cent on the prime cost in one dump sum. 
Ibis was fur less than was exacted from the native traders, and Mr. YAurittart 
returned in the belief that if lie had erred in any part, of the bargain, it was 
only in I Hiving exacted too favonmblc terms for the Company's servants. It 
rnu^t hence have been with .some surprise and indignation that, when the terms 
wen? divulged, lie found them bitterly assailed by all the members of his 
council except Mr. Hustings At a full meeting of council, specially called to 
consider the subject, ten members voted that the private trade of the Company's 
servants was like the pub]hr trade of their musters, duty free, and that the oulv 
„ up tiele on which they ought to pay anything, and that more from courtesy 
than legal obligation, was a duty of t\ per cent, on salt. Not satisfied with 

pushing the disgraceful resolution, they caused it to be forthwith notified to the 
nabob, 
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[l ls probable that the nabob, though lie expressed disappoiuindent at this a.b. it**. 
notification. was riot wholly dissatisfied with it He saw that the grievances 
uf which ho complained Wuld not be effectually remedied by the arrangement 
concluded with Hr, Vbmsittart, and he was therefore not unwilling that the 
whole question should once more bo thrown open, He was thus at Liberty to 
take the course which seemed to him most expedient As the servants of the 
Company, hacked by the council at Calcutta, insisted on trading free, be would 
no longer offer any opposition, but on the contrary would extend the privilege 
to nil classes of the population t by announcing tluvfc in future no duties whatever 
would be levied on the inland trade He had repeatedly threatened to take 
tin, step hut it was so obviously destructive of one of the mum sources of Lite 
public revenue, that it wiis taken for granted lie would never curry iL into 
efhiet Great then was the disappointment and consternation at Calcutta when 
it was known that the private trade monopoly under which so many fortunes 
had been nmde, and so much extortion practised, was cut up by the roots. The 
council -1 lowed ou Lhbi occasion that there was no amount of extravagance and 
iniquity which they were not prepared to commit. No fewer than eight of the 
members, under the false and hypocritical pretext that the interests of their 
employers would be injuriously affected, recorded it as their opinion that the 
nabob was bound to exact duties from bis own subjects and leave the Com- 
pane's servants free 1 , Mr. T imsittiU't and Mr. Hostings again stood alone lit 
resisting this num^i r<im decision. After adopting it, they actually ^ent a 
deputation to the nabob iu the hope of being able to persuade or terrify him 
into acquiescence, But the quarrel was now Lrreconci!able r and nothing but the 
sword could decide it. 

While the deputies, Messrs, Aniyatt mid Hay, were vainly endeavouring 
to accomplish the object of their extraordinary mission, some boats loaded with 
arms for the British troops at Patna were stopped by native officers* The 
deputies demanded their instant' release, but the natiob positively refund unless 
Mr. Ellis was removed from lib office as head-factor, or the Uri.mpH of which in 
that capacity he had the control were withdrawn. This step was followed by 
another still more decided. When the deputies proposed to depart, Mr. Hay 
was told that he must remain as an hostage for the safety of some of the nabobs 
servants who bud been imprisoned at Calcutta. It was vain to dream any 
longer uf amicable aixommodathm, and both sides began to prepare for open 
war. The rashness of Mr. Ellis precipitated the event He had for some time 
ken pfarming the presidency with accounts of the dangers with which he con¬ 
ceived himself to he surrounded, and urging them to invest him with dbcretion- 
nt’v powers, in order that he might be able to act on any emergency without 
waiting for apreitie instructions from Calcutta. His request was unfortunate h 
granted, and he no sooner learned the reception which the deputies had met 
with, than regarding it as an open declaration of war, he ordered out the 
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troops, and by a sudden onset made himself master of the town of Patna, The 
citadel. however, stood out; aiui the troujis, who had lied on the first biirpree, 
having Jet Limed, regained the town almost as easily m they had lost it, it 
was now the turn oi the Brit ish to act uii the defensive. and they retired t<r 
their factory fur that purpose, Alter a short resistance, they found their 
position untenable, and betaking themselves to bunts, hastened up tin? Ganges 
towards Chnprah. Here the commander of the district attacked them, and 
they were obliged to surrender. The factory of Cossiiubazar was taken and 
plundered at the same time; and nil who had born taken id li-utEi places nvn> 
sent- off prisoner to the strong fort of Monghir When Mr. Ellis attacked 
Patna Mr. Amyntt had only begun to journey homeward. A party sent idler 
hint by the nnljoh endeavoured to detain him. He resisted,. and in the scutlle 
which ensued lost his life, 

Assooh an hostilities were thus commenced, the presidency* as if they were 
absolute lords of the country, issued a proclamation on the 7th of July, 1763, 
deposing Meer l osshii r and replacing Heer Jafikr on the mUfinud The old 
naiad) had continued to reside in Calcutta, ami though now more unfitted 
than ever lor gover nmen t, by age and disease, had run bit ion enough to aspire 
to it. As a mutter of course he accepted whatever conditions were proposed 
to him and undertook in particular to re-eshil dish the mono]>oly of private 
trade in favour of the Company's se rvants, by allowing their goods to pass duty 
tree, while those of the natives ware heavily burdened These proceedings 
placed Mr. Vajjaittart in a very awkward predicament, but lie attached his sig¬ 
nature tooll the documents, subject, however, to the salvo, that he did it without 
I) rej udiee to hia former declarations an < I opin i ons, The Company's an ay* ooftstsfe- 
ing of Enrojjeans, together with a considerable number of.sepoys and native 

cavalry, haul previously started, under the command of Major Adams, from the 
ncig]ik.uria«Ml qf I 'hnnileniagore, am] proceeded northwud to Augadeep, not 
fur Trotn Ottfcwah, where they were joined by Meet Jaflier, now' on the way 
to resume possession of the cupithL Meur Cassini. determined nut to yield it 
without a struggle. 1ml thrown tip entrenchment.^ and Occupied them with an 
army, formidable not only from its munkrs, but fmin containing a consider¬ 
able number of sepoys regularly trained in European discipline, and commanded 
l y an European adventurer of the name of Suiunou, who was of Swiss origin, 
and had been a sergeant in tbe French finny. After u short but decisive 
action, fuughfc on tbe 24ih of ,1 uly, Meer Cossim's entrenchments were stunned, 
and MooraHcdabad wits entered witluml, opposition. The victors, after a short 
delsv, continued their maivh up the hinks tit the FTtxjglily, and on reaching 
Snot.y on the 3d of August, found the enemy encamped on the plain of Gh rlah, 
ami prepared to offer battle. It was much more keenly contested than Sjdbre, 
but, after a mnflivt of four hours, at. one time with doubtful issue, British valour 
again prevailed, and gained » complete victory. 
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Mefr Cosiim. while his troops were thus righting, had kept aloof from \ t>. iv* 
dimmer wit]tin the fort of Mbngkir, venting his mge and grnti bring his savage 
nature by several atrocious murders Among his victim* were Ramnamia, who 
had never luten releauod from the prison to which he was consigned when Hr. tM.m 
Vansittort shamefully abandoned him, and two members of the famous banking a^u. 
family of the Seitfi, A* if these murders had inspired him with courage, lie 
made Ix.ild to quit ids fort and joined his army, which had now taken np a 
strong position at Otulanulla or Oondwah Nullah, a strong fort situated near the 
right hank of the Ganges, eight miles south of Raj amahs I. Meer Cassius is said 
tc have had G(h0OQ men within the entrenchment, which wins defended by 100 
[nieces or cannon. The British barely mastered in nil 3000, and yet with these 
succeeded in both capturing the fort and storming the entrenchment After 
this defeat Meer Cosarnffl temporary courage forsook him, and he hastened hack 
hi Monghir, followed by the wreck of his army. The British pursued, invested 
the fort, and after a short siege compelled, or, ae it liaa been alleged, bribed it 
to surrender Heer Cosriin I tad previously placed himself beyond the reach of 
danger, and was residing at Patna when he learned that iluughir had fallen. 

He had for some time been meditating a horrid massacre; for Major Adams, 
when advancing upon that fort, had received a letter from him, in which, 
after an ominous allusion to his prisoners, he concluded thus: “ Exult not upon 
the success which you have gained, merely b 3 r treachery and night assaults, 
in two or three places, over a few jemi Jars sent by me. By the will of God 
vou shall see in wlint manner this shall be revenged and retaliated." The only 
answer that could lx* returned was to denounce his brutality, and threaten 
it with signal vengeance. He cured not for the fall of Monghir had made 
him desperate, and he issued the inhuman order to butcher all the prisoners 
U was at once executed to the very letter by Sumroo, who, by his own band w^n- it 
and that of Ids emissaries, slaughtered every one of the pri-somers except I Jr. 
KuElarton. whose professional services had caused Meer Cossim to except him. 

Tia' nurnb -r of Engfiahtuen tlms murdered in cold blood exceeded 300. Among 
them were Mr Elk*, who almost merited his fate, and Mr. Hay, a member of 
council, mid the fellow - deputy of Mr, Amyntt on the absurd missaoai about 
private trade 

Meer Goesim, aware that he had placed himself beyond the palo of mercy, 

.0.1 nut await the arrival of the British at Patna, but hastened to cross the 
OarnTTinassa, which formed part of the boundary betw« ^n Behar and the terri¬ 
tories of the Nabob of Oude The garrison he left made a spirited but 
unavailing defence, and the town was taken by storm on the 6th of November. 

Though there was now little hope of overtaking the blood-stained fugitive, the 
pursuit was continued; and the British army, early in December, encamped on 
the banka of the OmtuniULSsa in Older to watch the motions of MeerCossim, who 
had assumed a more formidable appearance than ever in consequence of having 
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formed a junction with tlie Emperor Shall Alum and Sujfth Dowlali, the Nnbob 
of Oude, who, as has been already mentioned, had been appointed his vizier. 
When he crossed the river they were both at Allahabad preparing for an 
expedition against Bundelcund They received him with all the respect due to 
his rank os nabob, and promised him their assistance to recover the provinces 
from which he represented himself as most unjustly expelled. To show that he 
was not undeserving of their assistance, he volunteered to head the expedition 
against Bundelcund with his own troops, and was so successful that his new 
confederates were impressed with a favourable opinion of his cause, and 
declared their determination to unite as soon as the season would admit in a 
common invasion of Bengal. 

The presidency, notwithstanding the successes which had attended their 
arms, were by no means free from apprehension. Meer Jaffier’s name carried 
no weight with it, and they found themselves involved in a war which mere 
distance made difficult and expensive, and which, if jiermitted to spread, might 
soon extend over the greater part of Northern India They were therefore 
extremely urgent that Major Camac, who had agnin been appointed to the chief 
command, should at once assume the aggressive, or at all events maintain the 
advanced position which had been taken up Unfortunately, it seemed to him 
impracticable to do either. His troops were disaffected They thought that 
their previous sendees lmd not been sufficiently rewarded, and had been worked 
Upon by emissaries of the enemy, who succeeded in convincing not a few that 
the most effectual way of bettering their circumstances would be by changing 
masters. Desertion, accordingly, became alarmingly frequent; and when the 
enemy began to advance, Camac, afraid to risk the encounter, retired upon 
Patna. The enemy followed, in hope of interposing between him and the town; 
and when they failed, came up boldly in front of the walls under which lie was 
encamped, and offered him Ivdtle. However unwilling he might l>e, it was 
scarcely in bis power to decline it On the morning of the 13th of May, the 
enemy commenced with a cannonade, and under cover of it made a general attack, 
which was kept up with great spirit, and was not finally repulsed till evening 
began to close. The British, thus far victorious, were unable to derive any advan¬ 
tage from their victory; while the enemy, instead of retiring, kept hovering about, 
watching on opportunity to repeat their attack. 

During the continuance of this unsatisfactory state of matters, negotiations 
were repeatedly attempted. Camac. as a preliminary, demanded the delivery 
of Meer Cossim and Sumroo The vizier not only refused, but demanded the 
cession of the whole province of Behar. Between parties entertaining such 
opposite views, there could he no agreement, and yet the semblance of nego¬ 
tiating was kept up for several weeks. The only thing gained was time, and 
this was of considerable importance, for in the interval the difficulty of maintain¬ 
ing an army in the field had greatly increased; and the emperor and his vizier 
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Injcoming suspicious of each other’s good faith, betrayed a willingness to treat a.d. net 
separately. The enijH*ror, in particular, offered to enter into regular alliance 
with the Company. It became unnecessary to make a tinal choice between these 
overtures before the confederacy was broken up, by the sudden departure of 
the vizier, who, ulnrmed for the safety of his own territories, threatened by a 
strong detachment which Canute had sent across the Ganges, hastened off to 
defend them. 

Major Camac was succeeded by Major Hector Monro, who arrived with a u<*»ro 
reinforcement which he brought by sea from Bombay. He found the mutinous 
spirit which had crippled his predecessor’s operations still prevalent On the 
very day of his arrival, a whole battalion of sepoys set off with their anus and 
accoutrements to join the enemy. A body of troops sent in pursuit, came ujkju 
them while asleep, and brought them back as prisoner* It was absolutely neces¬ 
sary to make an example, and Monro was determined that it should be of a kind 
sufficient to strike terror. Having picked out twenty-four who were understood 
to be the most criminal of the mutineers, lie brought them before a court-martial 
of native officers, who found them guilty, and sentenced them to any kind of 
death the commander should appoint He immediately ordered that four of 
them should be blown away from guns. When they were tied up for this pur- 
jvose. four grenadiers who had been condemned, stepped forward oud requested 
that, os they had alwnys bad the post of honour, they should be the first to 
suffer. This extraordinary precedence was allowed them. After they had 
suffered, the sepoys intimated through their Euroj>ean officers that they would 
not allow any more to be executed Monro was not to be thus deterred. After ftmu— 

• \ • • « In ()imI11vi( 

loading the field-pieces with grape, and placing them at intervals in the line of mutiny 
Europeans, he ordered the sepoys to grouud their arms, intimating that, on the 
least symptom of refusal, he would order the artillery to fire uj>on them. They 
were completely overawed, and looked on without a murmur, while sixteen more 
were blown from the guns. Four remained, but with no intention to respite 
them, for they were imimsliately sent off to another cantonment, where, from 
the frequency of desertion from it, it appeared that the example of an execution 
was particularly required. 

The mutinous spirit being thus quelled, Monro brought the troops out of 
cantonments as soon as the cessation of the rains jiermitted, and on the 1 otb of 
September commenced his march westward at the head of an army consisting of Ub«ctu»y 
857 Europeans, 5297 sepoys, and 918 native cavalry, in all 7072 men, with 
twenty field-pieces. After encountering some resistance at the passage of the 
Sone, where some breastworks had been thrown up, nnd suffering considerable 
annoyance front cavalry which hung on his line of march, he arrived on the 22d 
of October at the town and fort of Buxar, situated on the right bank of the 
Ganges, nearly equidistant between Patna and Benares. Here the Vizier Sujali 
Dowloh and Meer Cottim were occupying an entrenched camp, with an army 
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estimated variously from it},000 to Ul>,0jOQ into, Their position, ! ^ •*? ^ 

Ganges on the left and Buxor in the rear, was strong, but eoniident in their 
miml►era they disdained to net on the defensive and on the morning of ilie 2&tl 
were seen advancing to the attack M-nr->'s intention to 4p|iiibe tin- vamp 
during the previous night hud been frustrated by the failure of the spies whom 
tie hud sent out to return with die necessary infomuttdon* and he hud now no 
option but to tight in open day oil ground which the enemy had chosen. The 
li&ttle lasted three hours, and appears to have been stoutly contested, for even 
sifter the enemy saw themselves defeated they retired slowly instead of freaking 
into a tumultuous flight Their greatest loss was sustained nt the crossing of n 
sLream, 'tver which there was a bridge of boats. The vizier seeing the British 
iu close pursuit ordered the bridge to lie broken down. About —OtIO q| hh 
troops thus left behind were drowned or slaliL This order to destroy the bridge 
mils in the opinion of Major Monro, the best piece of generalship which Sujah 
Oowluh showed that day. But for it, be said* ,4 1 would cither have taken or 
drowned his whole army iu the CuraMiiassa, and come up with his treasure and 
jewels, and C'osaim Ali Khan's jewels, which, 1 was informed. atnoimUl to be¬ 
tween £2,QUi),U(H) and &C0OU.IHH)," Besides the 2000 who perished at the bridge 
the enemy lost other 2(!0U in the held of battle, together with ISO pieces of 
cantina The British loss was obo severe, amounting in killed and wounded te 
JS47 or rather more than a ninth of their whole force. 

The victory of Buxar was immediately followed by overtures of peace both 
from the emperor and Sujah Bowlnte The former* indeed* was so far reduced 
in his fortunes that he scarcely venture'.I to assume the character of an inde¬ 
pendent prince* and offered to submit to any terms that might he dictated to 
hint The only return he asked was protection against his own vizier, who* he 
complained* was treating him as a nhite prisoner. Tim British commander 
having no authority to treat, wrote to Calcutta for instructions* but so deter¬ 
mined was the emperor to escape from the thraldom iu which be was held, (fiat 
in the interval before the instructions arrived he kept close to the British army, 
and every night encamped for safety as near them as he could At last* when 
a favourable answer arrived in mi Calcutta, the protection wliich he hud previ¬ 
ously enjoyed on mere suiteranee was regularly granted, and he was recognized 
as no longer the enemy but the all}" of the Company. 

Siijnh Itowlah was equally anxious for the cessation of hostilities, nnd offered 
to purchase it by paying twenty-live lacs of rupees ns the expenses of the war, 
twenty-five lacs to the array, ami eight lues to the commander One indis¬ 
pensable requisite was still wonting—the delivery of Meet Co&dm nnd Sutnroa 
To thb Sujidi Bowhih still refused Ida assent He seemed iu be infhii.iii'od in 
hi- refusal by u fading of honour* and yet this could hardly be. for at this very 
time. Meer Cos^im* so far from being treated with the hospitality due to n guest 
was sutfering the greatest indignity, and had almost been reduced tu 1 N.-^gnry 
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by extortion and the violent seizure of his treasures. In regard to Sumroo, 
scro pl ea of honour were not even pretended. The reason assigned for not 
delivering him was* that being at the head of the battalions of sepoys he was his 
own master, and would resist any attempt to make him a prisoner. The true 
reason was different Sumroo, on finding tliut Meer Cossiin was no longer able 
to be his paymaster, had ulmndoned him, and was now with his sepoys enlisted 
in the viziers service. He was, therefore, unwilling to part with him. At 
length, however, on tiuding that the deliver}' of him was still insisted on as on 
iudis|>ensable preliminary to the conclusion of a treaty, he endeavoured to effect 
u singular compromise by proposing that, instead of being delivered up, he 
should be assassinated. The plan was to give an eutertainment, and murder 
liiin in the midst of its festivities. To make sure of the right man, deputies 
from the English camp who knew Sumroo’s person were to be present and 
witness the death. It is almost unnecessary to say that the proposed compro¬ 
mise was at once rejected, and the negotiation was broken off. 

At the commencement of the negotiation, the British army had advanced to 
Benares. On its termination it resumed its march in the direction of Allahabad. 
At the same time a strong detachment was sent into the territories of Oude proper, 
and succeeded in effect¬ 
ing the capture of —■y 

Lucknow, the capital. C 

Another enterprise un¬ 
dertaken by the main 
army was less success¬ 
ful The strong fort 
of Chunar, or Chunar- 
gliur, situated on the 
right bank of the 
Ganges, lay so near the 
line of march that it 
was deemed imprudent 
to leave it behind in the enemy's possession. Its site was a sandstone rock, 
rising abruptly from the river to the height of 104 feet, and continuing to 
ascend till it reached the height of 146 feet. The whole urea, inclosed by 
a rampart, measured 750 yards in length by 300 in breadth. It was supposed 
that, notwithstanding the strength of its position and its fortifications, it 
might be carried by a night attack. The attempt was made and failed; but 
the place was subsequently carried after a regular breach had been effected 
A still more important success was obtained by the capture of Allahabad, 
which, though strongly fortihed, made only a feeble resistance. The emperor, 
still excluded from Delhi, immediately took up his residence in Allahabad, 
which, with a considerable tract of surrounding country, had been guaranteed 
Vot. L M 
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a d iT«. to Lim by a treaty which the presidency Imd concluded with him in name of 
the Company. Tim was only a first instalment of a much more extensive 
T,mtart " guarantee, for he was ultimately to be put in possession of the whole terri- 

(rantaci U> * * 

tb*wapan* tories of Sujah Dowlah, his late vizier, with whom he was now opeulv at war. 
The presidency, however, had, in giving this guarantee, undertaken more than 
their superiors would allow them to perform, and the part of the treaty relating 
to the other territories was destined, as will be seen, to become a dead letter. 

During these transactions, another event, fraught with more important con¬ 
sequences, had taken place Meer Jaffier, after his restoration to the niusnud. 
had accomjwuiied the army, and remained the reluctant spectator of a war which 
he would willingly have terminated by a cession of territoiy or any other sacri¬ 
fice. His treasury was as empty as ever, and in addition to war expenses at the 
rate of five lacs a month, he had not only heavy arrears to the Company to 
discharge, but was pestered by their servants with indefinite demands of com- 
f° r l 038 ^ In his eagerness to resume a throne which it would have 
been his wisdom to decline, he had agreed to this so-called compensation, which 
consisted for the most part of imaginary claims of damage for the stoppage of 
private trade. This compensation, when he ugreed to it, was estimated at ten 
hies, but continued mounting up, till at last it exceeded more than five times 
the original estimate. In the iiope of more readily obtaining payment, the 
council brought the old nabob down to Calcutta, where the constant irritation 
in which lie was kept brought on a serious illness. It proved fatal; for, after 
languishing a few weeks, lie was with difficulty removed to Moorshedabod, and 
•lied there in the beginning of February. 1765. 

The question of succession remained to be settled, and was immediately 
taken up by the presidency, who, having the jx>wer of nomination completely 
in their hands, saw many reasons for proceeding without delay to exercise it 
A n!T.rJfiu» T * ,e onl y individuals who could be regarded as rival claimants were Meer 
Jnifier's eldest surviving son, Nujuin-ud-Dowlali. and a grandson by his eldest 
sou Jleerun. Both of them were illegitimate, and therefore without any valid 
legal title. Haul they been legitimate, the better title was in Nujum-ud-Dowlah 
according to the Mahometan law, which, instead of continuing the succession by 
representation, always prefers a surviving son to a grandson. In another respect 
Nujum-ud-Dowlah was preferable. He was about twenty, while Meerun's son 
was only a boy of about six years of age This difference, indeed, was of little 
consequence, as the nabob was in future to be a mere puppet, while all power 
was to centre in the Company. Such being the real object, something might 
hove been gained by appointing a nabob who was incapable of acting from 
nonage. This, however, was counterbalanced by a serious disadvantage. An 
infant nabob could hardly be supposed capable of making presents, and yet it 
may be affirmed, without any breach of charity, that on these presents the 
nabob-makers of Calcutta were far more intent than on the interests of their 
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employers. The fact is undeniable; for at the very time when Mr. Spencer, who a i>. itcj 
had succeeded Mr. Vansittart as governor, and his council shared among them 
so-called presents to the amount of £139,337 for raising Nujum-ud-Dowluh to Nxotdam 
the musnud, new covenants interdicting the servants of the Comi*uiy from re- 
reiving presents had been sent out by the court of directors, and were lying “ rT “* u 
unexecuted on the council table Private trade also had been interdicted; but 
in regard to it the authority of the directors was in like manner defied, and the 
new nabob was expressly taken bound to leave the private trade on its old 
footing. In the other arrangements, the interests of the Company not running 
counter to those of their servants were more care full)* attended to, and the 
whole powers of government, civil and military, were transferred to them. They 
were to undertake the whole defence of the country, employing fur that purj>ose 
the revenues of the assigned districts of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, 
together with five lacs of rupees to be paid monthly by the nabob from other 
sources; and were to have a complete control over the whole civil administration 
by means of a deputy nabob, or naib-subah, whom the nabob bound himself to 
appoint by their advice, and not to dismiss without their sanction. This deputy, 
invested with the whole executive authority, was in fact the real nabob 
Nujum-ud-DowIah, aware of this, was extremely anxious to appoint Ximcoinar, 
a Hindoo, whom we have already seen supplanting liis patron Roydullub by a 
series of intrigues. He had possessed and abused the confidence of Meer Juffier, 
and acquired an unbounded influence over Nujum-ud-Dowlali, whom he hoped 
to employ as the instrument of his villainy; hut the presidency, thoroughly 
acquainted with his character, refused to ratify his appointment, and succeeded 
in securing it for Mahomed Reza Khan, who was in ever)* respect fnr better 
entitled to it 

The leading events which took place after Clive's departure from India having cw. „■ 
been traced, it will now be necessary* to follow him to England, and attend to 
the transactions in which he was there taking a prominent part Tire time 
of his arrival was most opportune for his fame. Disaster lwd everywhere l>een 
following the British arms, and India was the only quarter in which the national 
pride could find any gratification. His achievements there were consequently 
magnified even beyond their deserts, and all classes vied in doing him honour. 

He was not indisposed to turn this tide of favour to account, hut an nttack of 
illness so severe tlrnt " for twelve months.” to use his own language, “ it was 
difficult to pronounce whether he was to live or die,” frustrated many of his 
intentions, and even deprived him of a part of the reward which he thought due 
to his merit In a letter to Major Camac he says, “If health had not deserted 
me on my first arrival in England, in all probability I bad been an English peer, 
instead of an Irish one, with the promise of a red riband. I know I could have 
bought the title (which is usual), but that I was above, and the honours 1 have 
obtained ore free and voluntary. My wishes may hereafter be accomplished.' 
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a.d ires His ambition, it thus appears, whs not satisfied; and he had the mortification to 
see the ministry through whom he anticipated higher advancement displaced. 
He was the more disconcerted because his interest at court and in parliament, 
cuwt which lie had sedulously laboured to establish, failed him at the very time when 
lie was confidently calculating upon it to defeat an attack which had l»een darkly 
threatened by the court of directors Though the proceeds of his jaghire had 
l>een regularly paid by the Bengal presidency to his agents in Indio, the 
directors, who were suffering under great pecuniary emliarrassment, felt much 
dissatisfied, and Mr. Sullivan, the chairman, gave him to understand that the 
secret committee would communicate with him on the subject He himself 
seems not to linve been without misgivings, und for some time pursued a course 
which displayed none of his characteristic fearlessness, and was in fact more 
prudential than chivalrous. In a letter to Mr. Amyatt he says, " My friends 
advise me to do nothing to exasperate them (the directors), if they are silent os 
to my jaghire. Indeed, it is an object of such importance that I should be inex¬ 
cusable if 1 did not make even’ other consideration give way to it; and this is 
one of the reasons why I cannot join openly with the Bengal gentlemen in their 
resentments. It depends upon you, my friend, to make me u free man, by 
getting this grant confirmed from Delhi, and getting such an acknowledgment 
from under the hands of the old nabob and the new nabob, as may enable me 
to put all our enemies at defiance." 

It is .painful to see such a man as Clive reduced to the necessity of gagging 
i«<hire. himself, anti confessing tliat he could not act as a " free man." because be was 
afraid of giving offence which might prove injurious to his pecuniary interests. 
Hie worst of it is, that he seems unconscious of the degradation which he was 
thus voluntarily imping upon himself, and hence again and again brings it 
under the notice of his correspondents as if it were a matter of which he had 
not the least cause to be ashamed. In a letter to Mr. Pybus, of Madras, after 
describing Sullivan as “ the reigning director," and as “ keeping every one out of 
the direction who is endowed wdth more knowledge, or w'ould be likely to have 
more weight and influence thnir himself/’ he continues thus: “This kind of 
political behaviour 1ms exasperated most of the gentlemen who are lately come 
from India, particularly those from Bengal They une surprised I do not join in 
their resentments; and 1 should think it very surprising if I did, considering I 
have such an immense stake in India. My future pow’er, my future grandeur, 
all depend upon the receipt of the jaghire money. I should be a madman to set 
at defiance those who at present show’ no inclination to hurt me." He was thus, 
according to his own confession, acting in a public matter from a selfish and 
sordid motive. Pence on such terms was at best a hollow truce; and accord- 
ingly, no sooner was Clive convinced that the dominant party in the court of 
directors might le turned out, than he declared open w’ar against it, In order 
to influence the election of 1763 he manufactured an enormous number of votes. 
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The qualification was then £500, and he employed £100,1)00 in this very db- a.d. it, a. 
reditabk- motuoBtivie The other jMuiy, bucked by die Bute ministry, to whidi 
[Wive was opposed, were equally unscrupulous. and scenes of the most scandalous ca?-**i 
nature were exhibited At the meetings of the general courts of proprietors imJjmhi? 
Clive’s party had so derided a majority that be considered the victory ns gamed B 

He bad entirely imsc^cuhtod. Saulli vaiffc supported by nil the influence of 

government. find by the great body of proprietors, who bad establishetl sin infill- 
cnee with t he existing director?, and w ere eagerly waiting for the f ulfilm ent of 
premia which bad been made to them, earned bis list by a triumphant, 
majority* 

Clive, being thus defeated in a contest in which be ought never to have 
engaged, was not left long in doubt as to the course winch Ids opponents 
meant to pursue One of the first uses which they made of their victory was to 
transmit orders to the Bengal presidency to stop ad further payments on 
account of Lord Clive's jng! lire, ami furn i sh an account "fall the payments pre- 
vitmsly made. There was much indecent haste and vindictiveness in this pro- m> r.y.L l, 
seeding- but what else was to by expected from the victors in a contest in which 
the combatants on both sides had from the first shown that they were not to lie 
restrained bv any ordinary scruples? Clive felt, or ufleeted to feel astonishment 
at the harsh measure dealt out to him by the directors, and immediately took the 
only remedy which seemed open to him, by instituting a suit in Liiiu aery. It 
would be painful to dwell on the proceedings, and fortunately it is not neees- 
-jij v os the merits of the case were never judicially investigated, and it was 
taken out of court bv a compromise. The intelligence of the massacre at Patna, 
of the violent dissensions in the council at Calcutta, and of the commencement 
of a war. of which it was impossible to lore tel I the issue, [nit a .sudden etid to 
all the jietty squabbling* among the directors, and was followed by a loud and 
general call for Clives return to India As lie had founded the British empire 
there, so be was regarded as the only man capable of saving it from the destruc¬ 
tion with which it was threatened Clive had it now in bis jxjwer to make 
Ids own terms; and, though he cannot he charged with taking an undue ad¬ 
vantage id' his position, he certainly showed his determination not to yield a 
single point which he deemed of importance. 

The first question which called for settlement was that of the jaghirc The 
general court of proprietors would at once have set it at rent, by deciding it 
entirely in bis favour; but be thought it unbecoming to dispose of a grave 
question of law by a resolution proposed and carried in a moment of excitement, 
sin?] be therefore begged delay, that lie might be able to submit a proposal which rwq-i, w 
in: trusted would lend to an amicable adjustment, The question of appointment 
was nut settled without a keen and even doubtful contest. No fewer than four 
general courts were held on the subject The two first were principally occu¬ 
pied with preliminary matters. At the third the .subject was brought formally 
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under discussion by a motion that the nomination of Mr. Spencer as governor 
of Bengal should be referred back to the court of directors for their re-consider¬ 
ation. The object of the motion, of course, was to cancel the nomination, and 
thus prepare the vmy for Lord Clive’s appointment But, after a warm debate, 
it was lost by a majority of 181 to 141. The Clive party, thus defeated, pre¬ 
pared for a new struggle by a wholesale manufacture of votes; and at a subse¬ 
quent meeting, held on the 12th of March, 1701, carried the following resolu¬ 
tion:—“That it was the desire of the general court that Lord Clive be requested 
to take upon him the station of president of Bengal and the command of the 
Company's military forces, upon his arrival at that presidency.” 

The directors having no alternative but to make an apj>ointment which they 
would most willingly have resisted, contented themselves with instructing their 
secretary to send Clive a letter inclosing a copy of the above resolution, and 
informing him of their readiness to provide for lus passage in the manner that 
might he most convenient for him His answer was equally laconic. u 1 have 
received your letter inclosing copy of the last resolution of the general court. 1 
must desire you will return the directors my tluinks for their ofTers of preparing 
every convenience for my passage.” While such feelings existed, cordial co-ope¬ 
ration was impossible; and therefore Clive was right when, at a subsequent 
general court, held on the 21st of March, he declined to declare his acceptance 
< »f the appointment till the issue of the approaching election of directors was 
known. He made no secret of his motives It was lus positive determination 
not again to enter the service of the Company while Mr. Sullivan filled the 
chair, for * it would lie in vain for him to exert himself as he ought in the office 
of governor and commander-in-cliief of their forces, if liis measures were to be 
thwarted and condemned at home, as they probably would be, by a court of 
directors, under the influence of a chairman, whose conduct upon many occasions 
had evinced his ignorance of Bast India affairs, and who was also kn own to 
be his jwrsonal and inveterate enemy.” The election which was thus to decide 
the whole matter proved favourable to Clive’s supporters. Both the chairman 
and deputy were his friends; and Sullivan was run so closely, that he carried his 
seat in the direction by only a single vote. All obstacles were now removed, 
and Clive’s acceptance was immediately declared. The lawsuit as to the jog- 
hire *'as also arranged in terms of a compromise which Clive himself proposed, 
and by which the Company engaged to pay him the quit-rent for ten years, or 
during his life, if he should not live so long. What was to become of it after¬ 
wards does not appear to have been openly declared, but the understanding 
was, that the Company, who had previously fanned out the lands included under 
the jiiglure at £ 100,000, wliile their quit-rent fell short of £30,000, were, in the 
event of Clive’s death, to be absolute proprietors. 

At the time of Clive» reappointment, affairs in Bengal were understood to 
have fallen into such disorder, that it .would be necessary to make his powers 
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almost absolute. His own suggestion wus, that he should be intrusted with " a 
ilispensing power in the civil and political affairs,” that is, as he himself explains 
it, “ that whensoever I may think proper to take any resolution entirely upon 
myself that resolution is to take place" The directors did not confer these 
absolute powers, at least in the form in which he asked them; but they did 
what was almost equivalent to it, by rnuking him the head of a select committee, 
consisting, besides himself, of four individuals, appointed on his recommendation, 
and made so far independent of the council, as to be empowered to act whenever 
they judged proper without consulting it Two of the members of the com¬ 
mittee, Messrs Sumner and Sykes, accompanied Clive from England; the others. 
General Camac and Mr. Verelst, were already in India. Among other arrange¬ 
ments to which an understanding was come, the most important related to the 
private trade, and to the receiving of presents. In February, 170+, while the 
old directors were still in office, they had taken up the former subject and dis- 
[rosed of it greatly to their credit, by the following passage in their general 
letter to the Bengal presidency:—“ One grand source of the disputes, misunder¬ 
standings, and difficulties, which have occurred with the country government 
appears evidently to have taken its rise from the unwarrantable and licentious 
manner of carrying on the private trade by the Company’s servants, their 
gomnstaks, agents, and others, to the prejudice of tire subah, both with respect 
to his authority and the revenues justly due to him; the diverting and taking 
from his natural subjects, the trade in the inland part of the country', to 
which neither we, nor any other persons whatsoever dependent upon us, or 
under our protection, have any manner of right In order, therefore, to remedy 
all these disorders, we do hereby positively order and direct tliaf from the 
receipt of this letter, a final and effectual end be forthwith put to the inland 
trade in salt, betel-nut, tol»acco, and all other articles whatsoever, produced 
and consumed in the country." This interdict on private trade was fully ap¬ 
proved by Clive, who, in a letter addressed to the directors, 27th April, 1704, 
thus expressed himself:—“Strict and impartial justice should ever be observed; 
but let that justice come from ourselves. The trade, therefore, of salt, betel, and 
tobacco having been one cause of the present disputes, 1 hope these articles 
will be restored to the nabob, and your servants absolutely forbid to trade in 
them. This will be striking at the root of the evil." Unfortunately, these 
enlightened and disinterested views did not find favour with the general court 
of proprietors, who, in a meeting held 18th May, adopted the following reso¬ 
lution :—“ That it be recommended to the court of directors to reconsider the 
orders sent to Bengal, relative to the trade of the Company’s servants in the 
articles of salt, betel, and tobacco, and that they do give such directions for 
regulating the same, agreeable to the interests of the Company and the subah, as 
to them may appear most prudent, either bv settling here at home the restric¬ 
tions under which this trade ought to be carried oil or by referring it to the 
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A.t>. i76:. governor and council of Fort William, to regulate this important point Ln suoh 
a manner aa may prevent all further disputes liebweeii the subah and ihe Gun- 
Rtfahipim pany," In consequence of thi^ recommendation, the previous ordem of the 
directors were modified, and it was left to the governor and council after 
J^T'i " consulting the nabob. to ibnu a proper and equitable plan for carrying on 
the inland trade,” On the subject of presents the orders of the directors whv 
more peremptory, and new covenants, dated May, 17d4> were sent cut to tie 
executed by all servants dvil and military, of the Company, binding them to 
pay to the Cauij^ny all presents received from, natives, if the amount exceeded 
WHJO rupees, and not to accept of any present exceeding 10t>0 rupees in value 
without the consent of the presidency. 

i.i - nr. Clive sailed, from England on the 4th of Juno, 17‘id and had »> tedious n 

5S3? passage that he did not reach Madras till the 10th of April I7fi5. Here he 

learned, for the first time, that the war in Bengal had been brought to a conclu¬ 
sion, and that the terms of peace were so completely in the power of the Com' 
pany, that it was "scarcely hyperbole to say. To-morrow the whole Mogul empire 
is in our power/ In the same letter, written privately to Mu Rous, chairman 
of the court, seven days after his arrival at Madras, he added. “We must become 
nabobs ourselves in foot, if not in name, perhaps totally so without disguise, but 
on this subject I cannot be certain till my arrival In Bengal” At this time, 
though be knew of Meer Jaffiers death, he was not aware of the steps which 
had been taken to appoint a successor; but he was so satisfied that the Company 
was about to enter on a new course of prosperity, which would greatly advance 
the value of its stock, that be wrote on the same iky to bis agent in London, 
desiring that whatever money he had hi the public funds, or anywhere else and 
as much as could be borrowed in his name, should be, “ without loss of a minute, 
invested in East India stock/ 1 

ik-. jini. Clive arrived in Cfdcutta on the 3d oi May, anil lodt nu time in commencing 

»t QdnUi the exercise of his extraordinary powers Some of the members of council, 
conscious of the awkward position in which they stood, were disposed to take 
advantage of some ambiguous expre^riona which occurred in the commission to 
ibe select committee, and to put their own Interpretation upon them; but 
Clive denied their right even to inquire, and gave them to undent! imd that it 
would lie full time to give their opinion when the select committee judged it 
necessary to ask it. By taking this high ground he intimidated the boldest of 
lbs opponents though he at the same rime provoked a hostility which afterward* 
followed him to England, and subjected him to imputations and insults which 
bia proud spirit proved unable to endure. Difficulties, however, so far from 
deterring him, only stimulated him to exertion £; I was determined,” as In 
afterwards expressed it, tJ to do my duty to the public, though I should incur 
the odium of the whole settlement. The welfare of the ComjMiny required a 
vigorous cvertjon, and l took the resolution of cleat]slag the Augean stable 
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This opprobrious epithet is by uo means inappropriate; for in cveiy class of Lhe a.l jtk,. 
Company’s servants* from the highest to tine lowest, the great actuating pri n- 
cipItT was avarice, nmnifesfc^l without any regard to decency, and in the form 
most insuJtitig an.il oppressive to the native jiopuliittoiu It b ini possible, how- tv^r^'r* 
ever, to forget how much of the corruption might have been traced to the bad 
iXmipte whinb tlivti himself had set. and there is therefore something painfully 
incongruous in the high-down stylo which ho sometimes employs. Thus, in 
a letter written to General Camay, three days after lie inn! entered upon office* 
he says, "■ To-ufcottnw we -dt in committee, when I make no doubt of discover¬ 
ing such a scene as will be shucking bn human nature, The council," he adds, 

■ have all received immense sums for this now appointment (of a nabob), and are 
e diameiess as to own it publicly lienee wo <-rtn account for the motive of 
paying so little respect to me and the committee;" and then, warming as he 
proceeds, breaks out into the following eXcLiinnLinit:— fl Alas’ how is the 
English name sunk I I could not avoid paying the tribute of a few fours to the 
departed and lost fame of the British nation (iri’eoovemhly so, 1 four), However, 

I do declare, by that Great Being who Ls the searcher of all hearts, nnd to whom 
we must lie accountable, if there must be an hereafter, that I am come out with 
a mind superior to idl corruption, and that I am determined to destroy those 
great and growing evils, or perish in the attempt. The cutting retort to which 
lie laid himself open in using this language seems never to have occurred to him. 

The covenants which interdicted ull the servants of the Company from -umih* to 
accepting presents had arrived in the previous January, same weeks before the ™muu* 
death of Meer Jadieu and consequently were in [►ossession of the council when 
they set them at defiance, by taking presents on the succession of Nujum-ild- 
Dowkli, They had endeavoured to evade the obligation by the very bold but 
Itimsy device of allowing the covenants to remain unexecuted When ques¬ 
tioned on the subject, they hypocritically pretended that their apparent contempt 
of authority was, in fact, an act of deference to it, for the signing of the cove¬ 
nants was a mutter of so much consequence that they could not think of settling 
anything filial about them till Lord Clives arrival That this ludicrous excuse 
might no longer avail, one of the first resolutions of the select committee was 
tliat "the covenants Ijo executed inunediately," When this resolution was 
read to the council they argued strenuously for delay* and only yielded on 
being told that the only alternative was to sign nr be subtended the service, 

It is not unworthy of notice that when the covenants were afterward* trans¬ 
mitted to the army for signature, General i bpiac, though cumrnajiderdn-ehief, 
and a member of the select commit toe, refused It was, however, on special 
grounds. He laid received a present of 80,090 rupees from Bn I want Sing, Kiijnii 
"f Benares. The covenant bore u difo antecedent to that of the present; hut, 
us he was not aware of their existence, he refused to sign till the date was 
altered, so as not to lay him open to the charge of having violated them. 
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Another present to .1 much larger amount, given him by Shah Alum, whose 
necessitous circumstances must have made it very inconvenient, was bestowed 
after he had received notice of the covenants The sum was two lacs of rupees, 
equal, according to the rate of exchange at the time, to £23,333; making, 
with the previous present from Bui want Sing, a total of £32,660, The latter 
present was so clearly illegal that Carnac accepted it, subject to the approval of 
the directors, and in the meantime lodged it in the treasury of the presidency. 
To sanction such a present, at the very time when the signature of the cove¬ 
nants was enforced under the penalty of suspension from the .service, was to 
establish a very extraordinary precedent; and yet, in such different lights does 
the same thing appear, according as personal predilections are affected by it, that 
Clive strenuously supported the present in the following terms:—“ I shall only 
say that Carnac has acted with such moderation and honour in the sendee of 
the Company, and with such good deference and attention towards his majesty 
the Great Mogul, that the directors must be the most ungrateful of men. if they 
do not by the return of this ship, or the first conveyance, order him this money, 
with a due encomium on his services, disinterestedness, and modesty.’* Truly, 
if Carnac, after pocketing one present, which was only saved from illegality by 
an accident, and hankering after another which was clearly illegal, and which 
the directors could not sanction without stultifying themselves, deserved such 
an encomium. Clive should not have boasted much of " cleansing the Augean 
stable." In regard to the private trade, the regulations adopted were by no 
means such as might have been anticipated from the views which Clive had 
expressed before leaving England At that time he considered the abolition of 
it necessary in order “ to strike at the root of the evil/’ whereas he fully sanc¬ 
tioned, if he did not actually originate a scheme by which the present trade, 
instead of being thrown open to all the inhabitants on equal terms, was con* 
verted, at least in three of its leading articles, into a rigorous monopoly in favour 
of the Company's servants. The scheme is said to have been rendered expedient 
in consequence of a most important change which took place at this time in the 
circumstances of the Company, and it is therefore only fair before judging of it 
to have this change fully in view. 

The Emperor Shah Alum lmd, as we have seen, thrown himself on British 
protection, and entered into a treaty, in which the most important stipulations 
in his favour were that he should immediately be put in possession of Ailaliabad. 
and assisted in conquering all the territories which belonged to the Nabob of 
Oude. This was a very serious undertaking, though there seemed little reason 
to doubt that the army which had already achieved so many successes would be 
able to accomplish it The nabob, however, was determined not to yield with¬ 
out a struggle, and endeavoured to rejwur the disaster at Buxar, by forming 
alliances with Ghazi-u-din, the vizier (who, after murdering Aluingeer, usurped 
j)ossession of the districts around Delhi), with certain of the Rohilla chiefs, and 
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with a body of Muhrattaa This confederacy was far more formidable in appear- a d. itca 
ance than in reality. The members, pursuing separate emis, had no common 
interest, and rendered their promised aid so tardily and so feebly that the Nabob 
nabob's affairs became desperate. As a last resource he recurred to negotiation, 
and was delighted to find that he could obtain liberal terms. The impolicy of 
the treaty which had been made with the emperor had become apparent, and it 
was determined to modify, or if necessary’ set aside its most important provi¬ 
sions. At last, after long hesitation, it had been resolved to accept of the dewannee 
of the three provinces of Bengal, Debar, and Orissa, and thus by transferring the 
collection of the revenues as well as the military defence of the country to the 
Company’, put an end to the possibility’of future collision with the nabob. 

The accomplishment of this important work was reserved for Clive, who was •*»> *■*► 
the first to suggest it, and liad repeatedly’ explained the grounds on which he 
was convinced that it must sooner or later become absolutely necessary. On 
the 24th of June Clive left Calcutta on this important mission, and proceeded 
first to Moorshedabad, where he obtained the consent of Nujum-ud-Dowlah to 
several important modifications in the treaty’ made with him when he was raised 
to the rnusnud. He would fain have placed himself under the guidance of 
Nuncomnr, and was greatly dissatisfied tlrnt Mahomed Reza Khan had been 
forced upon him as deputy or naib-soubah. Without yielding to his complaints, 
advantage was taken of them to limit the exorbitant power of Reza Khan, by 
associating with him as colleagues the old dewan Roydullub, and the banker 
Juggut Seat, and at the same time exercising a vigilant superintendence over 
all the three, by r means of a British resident. This, however, was ouly prelimi¬ 
nary to a still greater change. Under the treaty the military’ defence of the 
country was undertaken by the Company, who obtained for tliat purpose a jkt- 
m&nent assignment of the districts of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong. 

With this important exception, all the otlier revenues belonged to the uubob, 
who levied them in his own name, and for his own behoof, under deduction of 
the annual tribute payable to the MoguL By the new arrangement the nabob 
was converted into a mere pensionary, and, instead of drawing an indefinite 
revenue, was restricted to an annual pension of fifty’ lacs of rupees. In future 
this was to be bis only interest in the revenue, and he was to receive it not 
directly’ from the collectors, but at secoud-liund from the Company’, who in con¬ 
sequence became his paymasters. There cannot be a doubt that the nabob would 
gbully’ have escaped from the degrading conditions thus imposed upon him. 
Resistance, however, was out of the question, and unreserved compliance was 
his only’ alternative. The transaction which made the Company absolute mas¬ 
ters of the three provinces of Bengal, Debar, and Orissa was now completed, but 
a ratification was still deemed necessary. 

Low as the fortunes of the Mogul luul fallen he was still nominally supreme, 
and continued to be appealed to as the valid disposer of kingdoms, long after be 
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had ceased to hovtt any real authority with in them. It, was desimble, therefore 
that the Company, in appropriating the whole civil and military power of the 
three provinces, xhould obtain his sanction. I ci this there was tittle difficulty, 
as he had voluntarily offered, when he threw himself on their protection to 
comply w'uli any tons which they might lie pleased to dictate Olive accord¬ 
ingly after xioeomplishirig his object at Moorahedab&d* by reducing Lhe nabob 
to the condition of a pensioner, pursued his tour m the direction of Allahabad. 
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tlsnt he might there, iu conjunction with General Carnap- obtain from Shall 
Ahnn n formal Wnction of the new revolution which he had jtmt accomplished 
It is not to be denied that Shah Alum had go id cause to complain of the 
treatment he received on this occasion. lien he entered on possession of 
AHahabad and the adjoining districts, it was under a treaty which promised him 
the ultimate posse-saum *if rtfE the temtories which belonged to Sujuh Dcrwlnh 
Instead of this he wa-s now informed that lie must rest satisfied with the small 
extent of territory id ready conferred upon him, and with the annual payment 
ot twenty-six lacs ol rupees from Driigid. Besides this tribute he had right 
to a jftgliire iu that country which yielded several la.es, and to ri large amount 
ol arrears,, but when lie claimed them, was simply told that he ruuHb look on oh 
poit arrangements xis cancelled. In future he, too, was: to he nothing more 
than a mere perudonur of the Company. There is something almost ludicrous 
in the double character which Shall Alum was thus made to assume. In the 

TJjh palace 11 in hot tue arsejinj; i brick: will lull nappomd by eight n>w* mf c*lu«iia, eight in 
, '‘ l - ,£D ruLl '‘P in *utf-T Qoltmusdci, with neb ro*\ time ULakinji iu #11 Butf'ltar, eurtniiiuli. i 

witiilfsw! .of Encli, j h uthjt«l[in f rqpJ in ruricfli by* Jeep verandah uf iloiibla column with group* 
paTllbuf indutlier ■ccaiupAaiuMmti removed; *nd l four at tbo ail Bomioanted by bracket 

ia *-Ly, «]iaLeter eoubl eh 4 b; comenjentiy capitaj* of On: mcnt Altgucfc anti fir.b(^i design. *Ju! 
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one lit* is seen hiding with the representatives of the Company, and vainly a d xm 
endeavouring to increase the amount which they hud allotted for his mainten¬ 
ance; in the other, he assumes all the airs of an absolute sovereign, and gives tn»tm«nu.f 
awny vnst nud populous provinces by n mere stroke of the pen. It is not un¬ 
worthy of notice that, nt the time when the grant of the dewonnee of the three 
provinces, yielding a revenue estimated nt from £3.000.000 to £1,000,000 sterling, 
was obtained, Clive's jnghire was not forgotten, the reversion of it after he should 
have enjoyed it for ten years, or on his death, if it should sooner happen, lieing 
expressly bestowed on the Company. This reversion, it is almost unnecessary 
to observe, was previously included in the grant of the dewannee, and hence the 
only thing gained by grunting it socially, was to give legal effect to the 
arrangement respecting the jaghire, which had previously been made between 
Clive and the directors. 

The only |*erson who lind reason to congratulate himself on the liberal treat- i* '*«» 
ment which be received was Sujah Dowlali. He had l)een the most formidable ijr*uu»i l, 
nud inveterate enemy of the Comjmny, and had not only taken Meer Cossdin ^owie. 
and Sumroo under his protection, though perfectly cognizant of the la arid mas¬ 
sacres which they had perpetrated, but liad placed himself nt the head of a con¬ 
federacy avowedly leagued for the purpose of expelling the British altogether 
from the country. There would, there¬ 
fore, linve been no injustice in carrying 
out the treaty which engaged to deprive 
him altogether of his territories, and 
transfer them to Sliah Alum Indeed, it 
was not justice, but policy, that dictated 
the more favourable terms which lie 
received after a series of disastrous defeats 
had compelled him to throw himself un¬ 
conditionally on the mercy of bis con¬ 
querors. The Conijiany had never been 
ambitious of territorial aggrandizement; 
and after rejieatodly declining the 
dewannee of the three provinces, had nt 
last accepted it, more from necessity than 
choice. So long as the revenues were 

livable to the nabob, bis interests were at variance with those of the Com- 
pony and their agents, and misunderstandings and collisions were constantly 
occurring The acceptance of the dewnnnee by the Company seemed the only 
effectual remedy, and on this ground alone it was recommended by the select 
committee, and at lust sanctioned with some degree of reluctance by the court 
The great object now was to make jxissession safe and jxriimnent by the forma¬ 
tion of such a frontier ns would give the best security against foreign invasion. 
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nnd afford the necessary leisure for the introduction of important internal im¬ 
provement In the treaty with Shall Alum, this object had been overlooked. 
The only effect of putting him in jiossession of the territories of Sujali Dowlali 
would have been to protract hostilities indefinitely. # Too feeble to provide for 
his own defence within the country, he never could have made head ugninst 
the Afghans and Mahrattas. who were watching an opportunity to extend their 
conquests. 

It was to such considerations as these that Sujah Dowlali owed the favour 
which was shown him. He was the hereditary prince, and both from his posi¬ 
tion and his talents was supposed most cajwible of interposing an effectual barrier 
between the ixxsessions of the Company and the foreign invaders who had 
long been intent on gaining a footing in them. To fit him for the fart thus 
assigned him, it was necessary not only to leave his strength unimpaired, but to 
convince him, by generous treatment, that he could not advance his interest more 
effectually than by linking his own fortunes with those of the Company, and 
entering into close alliance with them. Accordingly, when Clive set out to con¬ 
clude the treaty with Sujah Dowlali, the select committee, doubtless echoing 
his own sentiments, furnished him with a paper of instructions, in which they 
say, “ Exjierienee having shown that an influence maintained by force of arms, 
is destructive of that commercial spirit which we ought to promote, ruinous to 
the Company, and oppressive to the country, we earnestly recommend to your 
lordship, tliat you will exert your utmost endeavours to conciliate the affections 
of the country powers, to remove any jealousy they may entertain of our un¬ 
funded ambition, and to convince them we aim not at conquest and dominion, 
but security in carrying on a free trade equally beneficial to them and to u& 
With this view policy requires that our demands be moderate and equitable, 
and that we avoid every nppearance of an inclination to enlarge our territorial 
possessions. The sacrifice of conquests, which we must hold on n very precari¬ 
ous tenure, anti at an expense more than equivalent to their revenues, is of little 
consequence to us; yet will such restitutions impress them with a high opinion 
of our generosity and justice. For these reasons we think Sujah Dowlali should 
be reinstated in the full possession of all his dominions, with such limitations 
only as he must see are evidently calculated for our mutual benefit We would 
decline insisting upon any terms tliat must prove irksome to his high spirit, and 
imply a suspicion of his sincerity.'' 

A treaty in which the party able to dictate terms felt disjmsed to act so 
generously was easily arranged, ami Sujah Dowlali gladly consented to pay 
fifty lacs of rujiees as the expense of the war. In return for the restitution of 
his whole territories, except the districts of Korali and Allahabad previously 
ceded to Sliah Alum, arid for a mutual alliance by which the contracting parties 
l>ecnme fund to assist each other against all foreign invaders. The difficulty 
in regard to Meer Cossiin and Sumroo no longer existed. The former hail taken 
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refuge utuong the Rohillns, the latter luul entered the service of the Jats, and a d. i:«a 
Sujoh Dowlah did all that could be required of him, when he engaged never to 
give any countenance or protection to either. The only {>oint us to which he Tr * u J **•- 
ventured to demur was a proposal that the Company should be empowered to Domuh «»i 
establish factories within his territories. In this he probably suspected a repe- jilLj ™ 
tition of the same process by which Bengal had been wrested from its original. 
rulers, and therefore objected so strongly that the point was not pressed, and it 
was merely stipulated that the Company should liave liberty to trade duty free. 

This liberty, however, was scarcely regarded as a boon, for at this time the 
three provinces were supposed to l>e the proper limits both of trade and of con¬ 
quest In regard to the former, the presidency could foresee no benefit to the 
Company from maintaining settlements at so vast a distance ; while in regard to 
the latter, even Clive declared in a letter to the directors, shortly after conclud¬ 
ing the treaty, " My resolution was, and my hopes will always be to confine our 
assistance, our conquest, and our possessions to Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. To 
go further is, in my opinion, a scheme so extravagantly ambitious and absurd, 
that no governor and council in their senses cun ever adopt it, unless the whole 
scheme of the Company's interest be first entirely new modelled." 

When Clive returned to Calcutta in September, a series of irksome duties uu. 
lay before him He bad enforced the signature of the covenants interdicting aiMT* 1 * 
presents, but as large sums had been received after the covenants had arrived, 
and were therefore, though unexecuted, legally binding, it was judged necessary 
to institute a strict inquiry in regard to them. This inquiry was, indeed, 
unavoidable, for Nujum-ud-Dowlah, dissatisfied with the arrangement which had 
forced Mahomed Roza Khan upon him as naib-soubah, no sooner heard of Clive’s 
arrival than he hastened to Calcutta, and made it a formal complaint that the 
naib liad emptied his treasury by paying away twenty lacs of rupees in pre¬ 
sents to the members of council. Mahomed Reza Khan's defence was that he 
was not a voluntary agent, but on receiving intimation of the sums which the 
members of council expected had no option but to pay them. The recipients of 
the so-called presents denied that they had used either force or terror. This was 
perhaps true, but the inquiry proved that they lmd intimated their expectations 
in a way which made it impossible to refuse them, and the sentence therefore 
was not unjust, which, on the ground of this misconduct, dismissed Mr. Spencer, 
the governor, and nine other leading officials from the Company’s service. 

The question of private trade still remained. The directors had, as we have Amui** 
seen, endeavoured to strike at the root of the evil, by sending out an order, on U 
the 8th of February, 17*>+, prolubiting the servants of the Company from t ” d ' 
engaging in it This judicious order they liad been obliged to recall, in conse¬ 
quence of the interference of the general court of proprietors; and accordingly, 
in a letter sent out in tire same ship in which Clive sailed from England, while 
they still expressed their conviction that the existing regulations as to tire pri- 
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a-d i:<u vafce inland trade were “so injurious to the nabob and the natives that they 

could not, in the very nature of them, tend to anything but the producing 

Amfcgr- general heartburning and dissatisfactions,"and required that tlieir order of the 8th 
,.ri»*tT February should in the meantime i*e enforced, they told the committee “to 
consult the nabob as to the m a nner of carrying on the inland trade, and there¬ 
upon to form a proper and equitable plan for that purpose, and transmit the 

same to the directors, aeeoni{>auied by such explanations, observations, and 

remarks, as might enable them to give their sentiments and directions there¬ 
upon, in a full ami explicit manner." This letter contained the only special 
instructions which Clive and the select committee had received on the subject ; 
and it was therefore to have been expected that in any arrangement subse¬ 
quently adopted, the spirit at least, if not the letter of these instructions would 
be carefully observed. This, however, was not the case. On the contrary, a 
scheme was framed by which the three leading articles of the inland trade— 
betd - HT1(1 tobacco—were con verted into a strict monopoly for the exclusive 
behoof of the servants of the Company. * This scheme, which was diametrically 
■rr»w»uuf opjiosed to the instructions of the directors, could only be justified bv the great 
luujr change of circumstances which had taken place. When the directors wrote, 

they understood that the nabob was still in actual possession of the revenues, 
and consequently lmd a special interest in suppressing the abases by which their 
amount had been so seriously diminished. The case was now completely 
altered By the grant of the dewnnnee, the whole revenues of the country had 
l/een transferred to the Company, and the nabob was only to receive a pension 
< *f u definite amount It was therefore no longer of any consequence to him 
bow the revenues were managed, so long as lie was sure of receiving payment 
of his fifty laca feo far was the existing nabob from feeling the degrading 
position to which he was thus reduced, that Clive says:—“ He received the pro- 

jKt»d of having a sum of money for himself and household at his will with infi¬ 

nite pleasure; and, on retiring from the interview, exclaimed, “Thank God, 1 
shall now have as many dancing girls as I please. There was thus no occasion 
to pay any regard to the nabob in the new arrangement all modes of carrying 
on the inland trade being now to him equally indifferent The only interests 
to be protected were those of the Company and of the natives, and Clive thought 
that the plan which the select committee had devised would at once secure this 
protection and accomplish another object of vital importance. The salaries of 
the Company's servants were totally inadequate, and the private inland trade 
was the chief source from which they had been accustomed to make fortunes or 
to obtain maintenance. Now therefore, when this source was at once peremp¬ 
torily cut off, they saw nothing before them but a sudden descent from affluence 
to l>eggary. The salary of a member of council was only £3f>0, and it was 
perfectly notorious that the establishment which his position in society rendered 
necessary could not be kept up at less than £3000. The director*, in abolishing 
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the inland trade, ought to liave given due weight to this consideration, and a.d. itm 
been prepared when they suppressed an obnoxious source of income to provide 
another. This they entirely failed to do; and hence Clive considered himself 
entitled to supply the omission by the least objectionable means at his disposal 
The plan adopted wins as follows:—A society or partnership wus formed, and 
vested with the exclusive right to carry on the trade in salt, betel-nut, and to- t»iU 
bucco- The jiortners consisted of the Company’s servants, arranged in three putiMnup 
classes, and the stock was divided among them in certain definite shares. To the 
first class were allotted thirty-five shares, distributed thus—the governor, five 
shares, the general or commander-in-chief, three shares; the second in council, 
three shares; the other ten members of council and two colonels, two shares eadL 
To the second class were allotted twelve shares, or two-thirds of a share each 
to eighteen persons—namely, one chaplain, three lieutenant-colonels, and fourteen 
senior merchants. To the third class were allotted nine shares, being one-third 
of a share each to twenty-seven persons—namely', four majors, four first surgeons 
ut the presidency, two first surgeons at the army, one secretary’ in council, one 
sub-accountant, one Persian translator, and one sub-export-warehouse keeper. 

To coin}>ensnte the Company, who in their new position as dewan were entitled 
to draw a considerable revenue from the monopolized articles, an ad valorem 
duty of 35 per ceut, estimated to produce £100,000 per annum, was judd, and as 
a security to the natives some precautions were taken to prevent the enhanced 
price naturally' produced by a monopoly'. Though nothing can be more objec¬ 
tionable in principle than the payment of public officers by the profit of a mono- 
jaily of the articles which, next to rice, formed in Bengal the principal neces¬ 
saries of life, there cannot be a doubt that the sums realized were sufficient to 
furnish ample salaries to all who had the privilege of sharing in it. Clives 
calculation was tluit from the partnership a colonel would draw £7000 per 
annum. This being the profit on two shares, each share must have yielded 
£3500; and hence, the five reserved to himself as governor, must have given an 
income of £17,500. As he hnd declared his determination not to derive any 
j>ecuniary advantage from his re appointment, he appropriated the whole of the 
profits thus received to the members of bis household, and more esjiecially' to his 
brother-in-law, his secretary, and his surgeon, all of whom had accompanied him 
from England The eourt of directors, on being made acquainted with the plan, 
adhered to their funner views* and in their general letter to the select commit- duvina 
tee wrote as follows:—“Much lias been urged by our servants at different times 
in favour of the right to tills trade, which we have always treated as a most 
absurd claim The words of the phirmaund are, ‘ Whatever goods the English 
Company shall briny or carry , Ac., are duty f ree To suppose that the court of 
Delhi could mean .by these words, a monopoly' of the necessaries of life over 
their own subjects, is such an absurdity that we shall not lose time or words in 
trying to refute it With respect to the Company', it is neither consistent with 
Vol L 88 
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a d. ir«. their honour nor their dignity to promote such an exclusive trade, ns it is now 
more immediately our interest and duty to protect nnd cherish the inhabitants. 
t»i*«uwcw» and to give them no occasion to look on every English man as their nntionnl enemy, 
oftu a sentiment we think such a monopoly would necessarily suggest We cannot. 
noncQrij. therefore, approve the plan you have sent us, for trading in salt, betel-nut, and 
tobacco, or admit of this trade in nny shape whatever, and do hereby confirm 
our orders for its entire abolition. These orders were too explicit to be directly 
disobeyed; but the execution of them was suspended on the ground, that before 
they were received the contract for the second year had l>een formed, and it was 
therefore impossible, “without ruin to individuals and confusion to the public, 
to fix an earlier date for the abolition than the 1st of ^September, 17f>7 Even 
this date was extended to enable the society to collect their debts and realize 
their capital, and their operations did not cease till .September, 17*»8. 

Another arrangement whieh Clive made at this time was deserving of more 
subjected him to a larger amount of obloquy. Owing to the 
lUrapt^uf resignations, voluntary or compulsory, which had taken plnee in the council of 
ti.6 etm&Eii. 1 Calcutta, and the bad spirit manifested by some of those who remained, it l>e- 
eaine necessary in supplying vacancies to deviate from the or dina ry routine and 
appoint those only who, from character and experience, might be both able and 
willing to earn’ out the reforms which lmd already been introduced or were still 
contemplated. It seemed vain to look for such jiersons within the Bengal pre 
siclency. The most eligible had perished in the Patna massacre, and the select 
committee did not hesitate to declare that the whole list of junior merchants 
within the presidency, did not contain the names of more than three or four 
individuals whom they “eould possibly recommeud to higher stations at present" 
They therefore, on their own resjKmsibilitv, subject of course to the approval of 
the directors, applied to the Madras presidency for four of their ablest civil 
servants, and on their urrivol gave them seats in the council It was not to 
be expected that a measure which not only broke in upon the established rule of 
seniority, but virtually charged those who would have succeeded under that rule 
with incomjteteney, would escape severe animadversion and violent opposition. 

I he whole settlement was thrown into a ferment, nnd the individuals who con¬ 
ceived their interests to be injuriously affected, not contented with subscribing a 
formal memorial of complaint, took the less justifiable step of attempting to 
effect their object by means of private associations, which Clive denounced as 
"destructive of that subordination without which no government can stand. 
Failing to obtain their main object, the members engaged to persist in a series 
P^y and insulting annoyances. No visits were to be |>aid to the president: 
pmcMdi&t no invitations from him or any other meml>er of the select committee were to 
ls» accepted; and the new counsellors from Madras were to be treated with ne¬ 
glect and contempt In {Hirsuiug this course they were abetted by some of the 
highest officials. 1 wo members of council signed their memorial “in testimony 
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of their jwjw- of the injustice done to the younger -ervants and the secretary 
of the council took such a prominent part in the association that lit- was deprived 
nf Ids office and suspended from the service. Clive had not much difficulty La 
dealing with the insubordination of the civil servants, but a much more serious 
tank wjcs awaiting him. The greater part of the European officers in the army 
hud become disaffected and were on the point of mutinying. 

According to a plat] framed by Clive the tinny had been formed into three 
brigades* each couriering of a regiment of European infantry, a company of artil¬ 
lery, rix battalions of sepoys, find a troop of native cavalry Tin- first brigade, 
i mtier Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, was btutioned at Muoghir; the second, under 
Colonel Smith, at Allahabad: and the third, under Colonel Sir Robert Barker, 
ttt Ban kipore, about four miles west of Patna. From the earliest time the 
officers serving in India bad, while on active service, received in addition to 
their or dinar y pay an allowance known by the name of UtUtL After the battle 
of Plassey, Mccr Jnffier, on whom the payment of the troops devolved, doubled 
this allowance, and from that period accordingly double hatta had been paid, 
So long as the nabob drew the revenues and paid the army out of them, the 
Company did not share the burden. The case was altered first when certain 
districts wore assigned for payment of the ireoj?*. and still more when the Com¬ 
pany obtained the grant of the whole ilewaiinee. Thereafter, the maintenance 
of the troops was tvorue entirely hy the C'ouq uiiiy, and every deduction that 
could be made was so much added to their income. Influenced by this consi¬ 
deration and the financial difficulties with which they were struggling, the 
diradtore were desirous to enforce economy wherever practicable, and among 
other measures rvsuSyed to aWish the allowance of double battn At the time 
when it was first granted, Olive had distinctly warned the army to regard it as 
mi indulgence which they owed entirely to the personal feelings of the nabob, 
[in'! w!iicli the Company would not be disposed to continue. The directors 
accordingly no sooner felt the burden than they began to complain of it, and 
sent cut positive orders that double batta should lie abolished. The very pro¬ 
posal was received with so much indignation, and called forth sudi strong rcmoit* 
strauecs froni rh- --r!’.--that tin- guvejmir and council were intEiuhUt-.ri and 
chose rather to disobey the orders tlrnu incur the obloquy and risk the danger 
of carrying them into execution. 

Tin directors, determined not to be thus defeated, called (.lives attention 
particularly to the subject, and in the instructions which lie took out with him 
on his re-appointment repeated their orders 1br the abolition of double bntta 
in die most peremptory form. He was determined to execute them; and had 
no sooner brought the war to it termination by the treaties concluded with Shah 
AJum and fijujnb Dow]all, than an intimation was given by the select com¬ 
mittee 11 1 l\ t double 1-iiM.i should cease on the 1st of January, 176®, An excep¬ 
tion was made in favour of the second brigade, both because its station at Alla- 
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LD -p** babiul wna beyond the limits of the Company's territory, and it might he con¬ 
sidered while watching tho threatened invasion of a large body of MaLrattas 
AtdsuMi to be actually in the field On returning into Cantonments it was to be reduced 
tatu. to single butts, while the brigades at Banldpore and Monghir were to draw half 

bfttta only. \\ ithin the presidency, except during inarching or actual service, 
no bn tin at all was allowed 

The abolition took place at the time appointed and with the supposed acqui¬ 
escence of the officers. who appeared to have abandoned the opposition which 
they had often threatened Clive, delighted with the result, left < jJctitta in l!h- 
eT 'd of March. 176(i, and proceeded north ward with General Gamac, for the pur- 
poiie of regulating the collect ieiii of revenue for the ensuing year. He was thus 
employed at Mourahedubad, when be was startled by a letter from the council 
at Cadeutlo. dated 19th April, inclosing a remonstrance against the reduction ol' 
bfitta, signed by nine raj>tai iis t twelve lieutenant;, and twenty ensigns of the 
third brigade, stationed as. we have seen, at Bankipon?. in the neighbourhood of 
Patna 'Oils was alarming: but the extent of the danger was not suspected till 
the 28tb of April, when a latter was received from Sir Robert Fletcher, in com- 
*£0^ mand oF timt stationed at.Mongbir He stated that the officers 

□njiinj L h seemed determined to make another attempt for the recovery of hatta, and bad 
1 intimated their intention to resign their commissions at the end of the mouth, 
though they would continue to sen e in May an volunteers. This letter inclosed 
armther from Sir Robert Barker, which mentioned in more explicit term* bis 
discovery of a serious combination, which there was reason to apprehend was 
not confined to his own brigade; On further inquiry, it appeared that the com¬ 
bination extended to the whole army, and had originated at Monghir, as early 
as December, 1765, It was, in fact, a regularly organized pint The officers 
belonging to it took an oath binding them to secrecy, and to preserve, at the 
hazard of their own lives, the life of any one of their associates whom a court- 
martial might condemn to death. Each, moreover, engaged under a penalty of 
£500, not only to resign his commission, but not again to accept of it til] double 
I 'atto. was restored. As an ad ititi onal sec-ucity, a fund was formed for the inde uj - 
nification of tlnxse v iio might he cashiered, or the purchase of conunh^-iona for 
them in the king* ^rvice. To this fund civilians were said to have subscribed 
W tlje :imourit flf £16 ( 1>0U, At first the second brigade, stationed at Allahabad 
a.™,,, um refused to join in the plot. As they were actually in the field, an exception had 

L4^Ii£jj« jiLlt! | i ■ i + j* * * 

tKH'Ti made in their favour, and the reduction of hatta waa not to take place in 
their ease till they should be placed in cantonments. On this ground they stood 
aloof for a time, but ultimately the influence of the officem in the other brigade* 
pre vui Jed, and they made commf m can sc with th em. The num her of DOiuimssioilti 
collected far resignation amounted to nearly 200. 

was just the man to deal with such a crisis. The only case in which 
lie appears to have ever thought of concession was in that of the second brigade 
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A large body of the Mahnttas was in motion, and a battle was <laily expected. a.p. itm . 
In these circumstances Colonel Smith was instructed, in the event of being 
reduced to the utmost extremity, to make peace with the malcontents. In cihr»‘» 
regard to the other brigades the most decisive steps were taken. Besides sending 
forward all the officers in whom he could confide, Clive caused urgent letters 
to be written to Madras, requesting tliat all officers who could possibly he 
spared should be forthwith desjiatched for BengnI The free merchants at 
Calcutta were also urged to accept of commissions, temporarily or permanently, 
while all the officers who resigned were ordered to be sent down to Calcutta to 
be there tried by court-martial. These measures completely disconcerted the 
malcontents They had made sure of victor}’ without providing against deteat, 
and no sooner saw the probability of failure than all their confidence forsook 
them. Either because they feared to take so bold a step or deemed it unneces¬ 
sary, they had not attempted to enlist the sympathies of the common soldiers, 
and when the struggle came found that they had grossly miscalculated. Bv 
tlieir resignations they had simply excluded themselves from the serv ice, and 
made way for others who were ready to supply their place. On the loth of 
May, when Clive arrived at Monghir, the confederacy was already broken up 
Two days before, when the officers who had resigned were ordered to quit the 
garrison, the European soldiers got under anus intending to follow them The 
sepov battalion was immediately called out, and order was without much diffi¬ 
culty restored. It seemed, indeed, that the European soldiers were acting under 
misapprehension. They had imagined that Sir Robert Fletcher was himself one 
of the malcontents, and were astonished when they found him taking part against 
them instead of putting himself at their head. On being thus undeceived thev 
at once returned to their duty. It soon appeared that the opinion which they 
liod formed of their commander was not unfounded The very' day of (.live s 
arrival Sir Robert Fletcher acknowledged that he had known of the combination 
of the officers since January, though he had not mentioned it in any official 
communication till late in April. His excuse was, that he had seemed to 
approve of the scheme in order that nothing might be done without his know¬ 
ledge. This was too flimsy to be received, and further inquiry' having left little 
room to doubt tliat he was an abettor, if not the actual originator of the mutiny, 
he was at a later period brought to a court-martial and dismissed the serv ice. 

From Monghir Clive proceeded without loss of time to Bankipore, where he 
arrived on the 20th of May. Though most of the officers of the third brigade mutiao**. 
stationed here had resigned their commissions, only a few had insisted on their 
immediate acceptance, and been accordingly sent off* for Calcutta The rest had 
only resigned prospectively against a given day. and were still continuing to do 
duty. The moment Clive arrived, all idea of further contumacy was abandoned, 
and they were glad to be permitted to retract their resignations under the some¬ 
what humiliating condition of engaging to serve for three years, and not to 
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resign at any time without giving a year’s notice. The second brigade, though 
the last to join the combination, appears to have been the most reluctant to 
abandon it The greater part of the troojw composing it had been marched 
above 100 miles beyond All&linbad, and were watching the movements of CO.OOO 
Miihmt ta> who had arrived at Calpee, under the command of Bahkjee R«o. The 
enemy being thus in sight, the British officers were bound for the time at least 
to have reserved their grievances. Instead of this honourable course, they took 
advantage of their position, and sought to extort a compliance with their 
demands, by tendering their resignations in a body with only two exception* 
Those who resigned immediately were sent off to Calcutta; the others who 
resigned prospectively were glad before the arrival of the period which they luul 
fixed to be permitted to retrace their steps. The officers of the European regi¬ 
ment in garrison at Allahabad were not so easily intimidated, and did not yield 



till a battalion ol sepoys arrived from the camp, having performed a march of 
104 miles in fifty-four hours. 

The mutiny was now suppressed mainly through the indomitable firmness 
which Clive manifested in liis own person, and was able to transfuse into ail 
who acted immediately under him. It only remained to inflict punishment on 
those who, from their Rink or their violence, were regarded as the most criminal. 
lr«*in the very first Clive had declared that the law must take its course, and 
that the ringleaders at least would suffer death. Lenient measures, however, 
prevailed Only six officers were tried, and though they were all found guilty 
of mutiny no capital sentence was pronounced. Clive’s sense of discipline was 
thus very imperfectly satisfied, but a defect had been discovered in the mutiny 
act tor the Company s service, making it doubtful if the proceedings under it 
were legally valid, and it was therefore wisely resolved to lean to the side of 
mercy. On this ground the mildness of the sentences pronounced by the court 
martial can be easily justified It is more difficult to justify the conduct of the 
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directors iii refusing, in several instances, to give effect even to these -eritences, - v D - 1 
Hjid more especially its r-i noting Sir iloUvl Fletcher. whom we id mil again see 
installed as command crdn-chief at Madras, and t ak i ng a prominent ]*irt in u 
transaction only less dbcredi table than tkit for which tie bad been previously 
cashiered 

At the very time when ( live ww thus called to maintain the discipline of ^ * p ^ 
t\w antin' against the great body of its officer*, tit- had announced his dctertni- 
nation to confer upon it the very liberal donation wind*, largely augmented first 
by the nabob and afterwards by the Company, constitutes what is still known 
by the name of ‘Clive’s Fund’ Meer Jaiikr on his death-bed, Imd expressed n 
wish to leave Clive a legacy of five kes of rupees. It fa*s been iusinuntid thru 
this sum was ti legacy only in name, and was in fact a present by which the 
meiuheis of Meet JatfieFs family not only wiaheJ to manifest their gratitude 
for the elevation which they owed to tie- victor of Plassey, hut hoped to eon™ 
ciliute- his future favour If it was only a present, it was evidently struck at by 
the new covenan ts ami nothing could have been more preposterous than that the 
governor specially appointed bn enforce these covenants should set an example 
of violating them; if it wn> truly a legacy, the propriety of accepting it was 
still more than doubtful, because, although not cOpLmiy to the letter, it was 
evidently at variance with the spirit of the covenants, and famish ed an easy 
method of perpetuating the abuse* w hich they were meant &■ suppress. Cfive 
foil the difficulty, mid was conscious that, whatever became of tin 1 money, he 
could not appropriate it to himself without incurring the obnoxious charge of 
breaking the promts he had repeatedly made, not te derm- any pecuniary 
benefit from Ins re-appointment In these drcumstanOfla it i^ccntml to him that 
ns the a Wilt fort of double batta was about to lie enforced, it would be :iL enot? 
n graceful and appropriate compensation to employ the legacy in establishing a 
fond out of which not only officers and soldiers disabled by wounds. Usen.se, »i 
length of service, bat hUo then widows might be pensfoned. The untiouiice- 
ment of tins determination set at rest the questions which the Wpiost would 
naturally have rinsed; and the court of directors, wisely abstaining from giving 
any opinion :vs to it- line diameter or legal validity, unanimously resolved, ilmt 
i»kia Joidship ha empowered to accept of the said legacy or donation, and they 
ilu highly approve of bia lordships generosity in bestowing the and legacy of 
five lacs in so useful a charity i and they hereby consent and agree to accept of 
the trust of the said fund, and will give directions that the same he earned into 
execution in legal and proper form. 11 The five lues oi rupees produced, aceord- 
ing to the rate of exchange at the lime, 8 a 3, 0#. Jvf. To this 1 ul lDuuln.li, ' " " uU 

tin- brother mul successor of IN ujurn-ad’Dow Lull , who died at Mourshcdalnid, in 
May, n few days after Clive set out to quell the mutiny, added three lacs of 
rupees, equivalent to £'37,001! On the fjth of April, 177<b when the dml eatab- 

liahW thi* fond was formally executed, tine accumulated interest amounted to 

O * 
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1 s ' 17 ' ■£-+,!-SL The whole capital of the fund thus amounted to £123,961, fife. So 1 , 
and at 8 per cent, the rate of interest which the Company agreed to pay, pro¬ 
duced an Brumal income i>f £9912, to be expended In pensions. 

r^Ly A ^ /r suppressing the mutiny Clive proceeded with General Canine to 
Cliupndi. where a kind of congress was held. It was attended by SujaL [Jiaviah, 

, Shah Alums minister, mid deputies from the Mabrattaa Shah Alum, hitherto 

excluded from Delhi, was bent on gaining possession of it, and had engaged the 
assistance of the Mahr&ttas for that purpose, by assuring them that the L'om- 
pan^ s troops would foim part of the expedition, Clive at once declared against 
tlib proposal, in which he saw only ruin to Shah Alum himself, and a warfare 
wliich might throw the whole empire into confusion. Instead of an alliance 
with the Mahmt'toe, whom he regarded as the only enemies from whom serious 
danger was now to be apprehended, he was desirous of forming a confederacy 
against them, and laid the foundations of a treaty by which the Company, the 
Xnhob or * )uile> the Jat> and the 1« oh ilia chiefs, were mutually to lessist each other 
in masting the demands and repelling the menrdom of the Mahrattasu Before 
the berms were finally arranged, Clive, attaching little importance to the assist- 
aaee to be derived from such distant allies, took Ms departure and arrived at 
Calcutta on tlie 30th ot July. The disagreeable service in which he had been 
engaged, the tiXeition he laid been obliged to make, and .a cluante to which his 
const!tution was ill adapted, Imd seriously affected his Lesltk IIe had previously 
intimated iiLa determination to return to .Lurupe, and in answer to a letter from 
the directors earnestly requesting him to continue m the government for on other 
J car - replied, "Jt is now a month since I have been in so deplorable a stats of 
.r-jy.mij- healtli as b- he wholly unable to attend, to business, and it is past a doubt I 
csmiv-t sumvo llie mnbguily of this climate another year* The directors, in 
urging their request, had siti, "When we consider tlie penetration with which 
your lordship at once discerned our true interest in every branch, the rapidity 
with which you restored peace, order, and tranquillity, and the unbiassed integ¬ 
rity that lias governed all your actions, we must congratulate your lordship on 
being the happy instrument of such extensive blessings to those countries.; and 
\ on Iiii’i e our since rest t hanks for the great and important advantages thereby 
obtained tor the Company" Nor did they confine themselves to thanks. After 
arguing that “another years experience and j>eaceful enjoyment of our ucquisb 
tioin; might fix them on ix basis that might give great hopes they may be as 
Listing as they are great they continued thus—“ We are very sensible of the 
■jiH rifEuo iu* nsk your lordship to make in desiring your continuance another 
year in Bengal, after the great service you have rendered the Company, and the 
difficulties you nave passed through in nccomplLshing them, tinder dreumtiLuiices 
in which your own example has been the principal means of restraining the 
geimnj ni^idoitsne* aikl corruption whirih had brought our affai re to the brink 
1 ruin, flitse >!-] \ ivts&, ruy lord, deserve more than verbid acknowledgments; 
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and we have no doubt tlmt the proprietors will concur with us in opinion, that jlp it« 7. 
some solid and permanent retribution, adequate to your great merits, should 
crown your lordships labours and success." 

Clive was not insensible to the high encomium pronounced on his services, cu«* 

r»nl T » *o 

nor indifferent to the reward, which, though only vaguely described os “some <ion iwtk 
solid and permanent retribution," was understood to be nothing less than a grant 
of his j ugh ire in perpetuity; but the state of his health admitted of no answer, 
and he was moreover convinced that every material object contemplated in his 
re-appointment having l*een accomplished, the evils apprehended from his depar¬ 
ture were in a great measure imaginary. The army, again brought into due 
subordination, was more than a match for any foreign power which might be 
tempted to provoke hostilities; the double hattn and other expenses which bore 
most heavily on the treasury had been subjected to due retrenchment; Mr Verelst, 
for whom the govemorsliip was destined, as well us the select committee,, who 
were to continue in office, was disposed to give full effect to the improvements 
which hud been intn>diiced; and the Company, now in possession of an indepen¬ 
dent revenue, which the least sanguine estimated at not less than £1,000,000 
sterling, seemed aliout to enter on a career of unprecedented prosjierity. 

Clive sat in the select committee for the last time on the 16th of January, 

1767, and on the 29tli finally quitted Bengal for England in the Britannia. 

His measures had encountered much opposition, and excited in many of those 
who considered their interests to be injuriously affected by them a vindictive 
spirit, which thev afterwards took an opportunity of gratifying. The general 
feeling of the presidency was. however, decidedly in his favour, and was not 
inaccurately expressed by the select committee in a letter addressed to the direc¬ 
tors shortly after liis departure. Comparing the state of Bengal as he found it 
and as he left it, they observed, “ We beheld a presidency divided, headstrong, 
and licentious; a government without nerves; a treasury without money; and 
a sendee without subordination, discipline, or public spirit We may add, that 
amidst a general stagnation of useful industry and of licensed commerce, indivi¬ 
duals were accumulating immense riches, which they had ravished from the 
insulted prince and his helpless people, who groaned under the united pressure 
of discontent, poverty, and oppression. Such was the condition of this presi¬ 
dency and these provinces. Your present situation need not be described. The 
liliend supplies to China, the state of your treasury, of your investment, of the 
service, and of the whole country, declare it to le the strongest contrast to what 
it was." His reception in England was flattering. In other quarters of the 
world disaster had generally attended the British arms. Their triumphs in 
India thus presented a striking contrast, which brought Clive more prominently 
into view, and obliged even those who would linve detracted from his merits to 
keep a prudent silence. Nor was applause the only reward which lie received 
The proprietors of the Company, instead of requiring to be prompted by the 
Vol. I. 89 
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directors, took the initiative in recommending that the possession of the jaghire 
should be extended to him and his representatives ten years beyond the period 
which had been previously tixetl and a resolution to this effect was ultimately 
carrier 1 by the unanimous vote of a general court 

It is necessary to add, that this magnificent grunt was accompanied with cir¬ 
cumstances which diminished the gratification derived from it Clive had left 
India in miserable health, and hud very imperfectly recovered on the homeward 
voyage. While he was thus suffering, fame and emolument were comparatively 
indifferent to him, and he appears to have been more offended at the hostility 
or lukewarmness of some on whose friendship he had calculated, than delighted 
at the universal recognition of his merit The grant of the dewannee had raised 
extravagant hopes in the proprietors, who had liegun in consequence to clamour 
for a hugely increased dividend The directors, better acquainted with the 
actual position of the Company's affairs, were anxious for delay. The additional 
revenue confidently predicted luul not yet l>een realized and extraordinary 
expenses luul been incurred which would more tlmn absorb it for some time to 
come The directors being thus opposed to the wishes of the proprietors, natur¬ 
ally endeavoured to justify their opposition by giving on unfavourable view of 
their finances. Some of them even, in order to justify this view, spoke some¬ 
what disparagingly of their new r territorial acquisitions, and objected to the 
extended grant of the jaghire as extravagant Clive felt indignant, and hesi¬ 
tated not to say that the directors in thus acting were endeavouring to gain 
their own eu<ls at his expense. This misunderstanding cooled some of his Sup¬ 
porters, and made it more easy for his enemies to mature their meditated attack 
upon him. Not a feu T of those whose malversations he had punished in Bengal 
had returned to England with their ill-gotten gains, and become large purchasers 
of India stock The influence which they acquired in this way wns so great, that 
after an action had been raised for the purpose of obliging some of the greatest 
delinquents to disgorge the sums which they had illegally received in the name 
of presents they succeeded in inducing the general court to recommend the with¬ 
drawal of the action, and guarantee them from future proceedings by a vote of 
indemnity. The symjeithv with notorious delinquency manifested by this vote 
was ominous, and Clive, shattered in health and depressed in spirits, retired into 
the country. not without a strong presentiment of the harsh scrutiny to which, 
through tiie relentlessness of enemies and the lukewarmness of friends, his whole 
public life was soon to be subjected. 

In consequence of the revolution effected by Clive’s achievements in Bengal, 
a new era in the history of India commenced On their originid character of 
merchants the Conqwny had engrafted that of conquerors, and jre henceforth 
to rule with absolute sway over myriads who hud previously known or heanl 
of them only ns traders. Hitherto, while the relation with the native# was of 
a less intimate and more precarious nature, they have occupied a very subordi- 
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imt* plat* in die normtive, and any reference made to their manners and cus- 
toms lias only been incidental, A more intimate acquaintance with them must 
nuW be formed The country tl.oagh it has changed ibi rul^ still «maHSa 
thinr.. and the policy of die measures adopted by government depend on ***«■*- 
die manner in which their interest* are affected by them. But how can tins 
lie understood wlthtuit a previous knowledge of their social position ( Ni' jieople 
cun be governed on abstract principles Their peculiarities including wen their 
most irrational prejudice* must la* consulted, since the very same laws under 
which one nation would be prosperous and happy might produce universal dis¬ 
orient and wretchedness in another. It is absolutely necessary, therefore, 1 ,oth 
ilmt those who rule and those who confine themselves to the humbler task of 
reviewing dm policy of rulers, should first of all acquaint themselves with the 
leading fen tores of the population. In the cose of India the r emark able fomia 
under which society prints itself make the knowledge of them as interesting as 
it is indispensable, and the temporary suspension ot the narrative will he fully 
compensate! by the insertion of a detail, as ample as our limited sparse will allow, 
of whatever is most singular in the opinions and practices of Hindoos. 1 - thw, 
accordingly, the next book of our history will he devoted 
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